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Dr. Priestley. 9

labours. His work is now old, but he raised up many on
his shoulders. A greater and truly grand man, Joseph
Priestley, came also there a few years later, viz. in 1761, as
teacher of languages and belles lettres. There he obtained
a taste for science, and projected and began his scientific
work with a history of Electricity. Priestley's life is too
valuable for us to allow any of it to be neglected, and a
short notice would be scarcely respectful ; it is not need-
ful here to do more than to show its connection with the
early struggles of this institution. He seems to have
stimulated Dr. Percival to the study of chemistry, and in-
duced him to encourage that interest in the science which
he found beginning in Manchester, although we cannot
suppose that Dr. Aikin was without a share in causing
the stimulus, both with his example at Warrington and his
influence carried on to the rest of Lancashire. We feel
much pleasure in connecting ourselves with Priestley as an
ancestor, and we certainly can do so to some extent, the
Society having always felt his influence, both because of
the exertions of his pupil and friend Dr. Percival, and its
own attempt, however feeble, to assist him.! We might
go farther, as he was an honorary member.

Still, evil-speaking came at last, not with prosperity,
but, as often happens, with losses. We learn from Mr.,
Turner :—* The society at Warrington was at this period
singularly agreeable. The tutors lived in perfect harmony
with each other, and with Mr. Seddon, the minister of the
place and the original projector of the academy; who,
therefore, considered the institution as his child, and, as

! In Priestley’s difficulties the Society sent him fifty pounds. There was

an ordinary member in Manchester of the name also of Joseph Priestley. At
least we suppose that two individuals are indicated.
















































The Society's Purpose. 25

pursuits, and to the emulation which has been excited
between different academical bodies, as well as among the
individual members of each institution. The collecting
and publishing the more important communications which
have been delivered to them, have saved from oblivion
many very vaiuable discoveries, or improvements in arts,
and much useful information in the various branches of
science. These their modest authors. might have been
tempted to suppress, but for the respectable sanction of
societies of men of the first eminence and learning in their
respective countries, and the easy mode of publishing
which their volumes of Transactions afford.

 Though, in France, societies for these purposes have
been instituted in several of the provinces, in England they
have almost been confined to the Capital ; and however
great have been the advantages resulting from the re-
searches of the learned bodies who are incorporated in
London, it seems probable that the great end of their
institutions, the promotion of arts and sciences, may be
more widely extended by the forming of societies, with
similar views, in the principal towns in this kingdom.

*Men, however great their learning, often. become
indolent, and unambitious to improve in knowledge, for
want of associating with others of similar talents and
acquirements. Having few opportunities of communicating
their ideas, they are not very solicitous to collect or arrange
those they have acquired, and are still less anxious about
the further cultivation of their minds. But science, like
fire, is put in motion by collision. Where a number of
such men have frequent opportunities of meeting and con-
versing together, thought begets thought, and every hint
is turned to advantage. A spirit of inquiry glows in every




































Early Sanitary H ort. 37

and essays, separate or mixed, sounding much like the
style of the ‘Spectator’ at times without its exquisite
polish, and of ¢ Asop's Fables’ at other times without their
telling terseness. A style admirable in idea because it
mixes the useful and the pleasant, but in this case carried
out with too much formality of language to suit children,
and too much youth of knowledge to suit those who are
grown older. The essays cannot be called highly success-

ful, but indicate a refined soul.
An exception may be made of the ‘ Medical Ethics’ of

Dr. Percival, which can be treated of only by those who
have read similar previous works, and this has not been
done by the present writer, unless we consider the ¢ Religio
Medici’ of Sir Thomas Brown to belong to them. There
is no attempt in Dr. Percival's book to prove himself the
wisest man under the sun and possessed of every virtue,
but he shows himself a wise and a practical man, as his
position in Manchester might be expected to prove him ;
and he gives rules for the behaviour of medical men
towards their patients and each other which are dictated
by the highest feelings and the most refined perception
and taste. So far as these are concerned, it seems scarcely
possible to go beyond Dr, Percival, and we could imagine
this treatise to be a code of morals and manners to all suc-
ceeding generations. If there be a fault, it is one which
naturally arises out of the difficulty of keeping out all
feelings of envy and jealousy from the minds of profes-
sional men. There is thus produced a code of etiquette
towards each, which does not always sufficiently take into
consideration the necessities of the patient.! In this way

* Since this was written a remarkable instance arose in the case of Lord
Beaconsfield, where one man would rather keep some formal habit than do his






Bills of Mortality, &c. 39

unexceptional manner be deduced from them. They are
the foundation likewise of all calculations concerning the
values of assurances on lives, reversionary payments, and of
every scheme for providing annuities for widows, and
persons in old age. In a moral light, also, such tables are
of evident utility, as the increase of vice or virtue may be
determined by observing the proportion which the diseases,
arising from luxury, intemperance, and other similar causes,
bear to the rest, and in what particular places distempers
of this class are found to be most fatal.

‘A few examples may perhaps confirm and illustrate
these observations. In the Pais de Vaud, a district of
Bern in Switzerland, and in a country parish in Branden-
burgh, 1 in 45 of the inhabitants dies annually; and at
Stoke Damerel in Devonshire, 1 in 54 ; whereas in
Vienna and Edinburgh the yearly mortality appears to
be 1 in 20; in London, 1 in 21 ; in Amsterdam and Rome,
Iin 22; in Northampton, 1 in 26; and in the parish of
Holy Cross, near Shrewsbury, 1 in 33. In the Pais de
Vaud, the proportion of inhabitants who attain the age of
eighty is 1 in 21} ; in Brandenburgh, 1 in 22} ; in Nor-
wich, 1 in 27 ; in Manchester, 1 in 30; in London, 1 in40;
and in Edinburgh, 1 in 42. These facts afford a striking
but melancholy proof of the unfavourable influence of
large towns on the duration of life. From the most accu-
rate computation, London is found to contain Gor,7s0
inhabitants; and from 1750 to 1768 the burials have
exceeded the christenings every year upwards of 7,000,
which is the recruit the metropolis requires annually from
the country to support the present number of its people,
In 1757 a survey was made of Manchester and Salford.
The number of inhabitants then amounted to 19,839 ; and


















Parisk Registers. 45

christian name : in the second column is the surname and
seniority of the infant, also in large characters. The utility
of this disposition will appear to any person who has
examined parish registers with a degree of accuracy.

“ Lest the object of our inquiry should escape us, how
frequently are we obliged to undergo the toil of traversing
every line in each page, written perhaps in small characters
improperly spelt, and in a hand sometimes scarcely legible ;
whereas according to the present form, the reader will be
able, with one glance of the eye, to run over the several
names in each page; and will examine, in a few minutes,
what otherwise would take several hours to accomplish.

“In the present form it is hoped that care has been taken
to identify the persons; for when we are told that Robert
Lutton, James Creyke, and Elizabeth Dealtrey were
baptised ; or that William Strickland, Mary Strangways
and Richard Heblethwayte were buried on such a day, in
a succession of years how shall we inform ourselves
whether the parties were infants, adult or aged, married
or single, of what profession, or how they stood related ;
circumstances we are too apt, at the time of recording
those particulars, to think of no moment, because
their consequences are so remote. Nor are our inquiries
more gratifying in finding John son of William Fairfax,
Mary daughter of Thomas Beckwith, and James son of
Robert Anderson, baptised ; or Mr. John Grimston, Mrs.
Jane Turner, and James son of William Fountaine were
buried on such a day. Was there no necessity for carrying
our researches further than twenty or thirty years, the
defect might be supplied by the testimony of living
witnesses, though perhaps, even then, not without much
trouble and inconvenience ; but where it happens that the
























Dr. Ferviar on Health. 53

¢2. The number of damp and very ill-ventilated cellars
inhabited in many parts of the town is a most extensive
and permanent evil. . . .

“This deplorable state of misery becomes frequently
the origin, and certainly supports in a great degree the
progress, of infectious fevers. I have been able in many
instances to trace the infection from cellar to cellar, and
to say where it might have been stopped by prudent
management on the part of the infected family. . . .

‘In like manner, I conceive that by building a fever
ward in each of the infirmary districts, and removing into
them the worst cases from the worst houses, the progress
of infection would be materially checked, and a great
quantity of disease and mortality would annually be pre-
vented. . . .

‘ More frequent changes of apparel, which conduce to
health as well as to luxury, might perhaps be procured to
the poor, by encouraging the establishment of clothes-
clubs, which some of them have begun to form among
themselves. .

“What I now propose to the committee can be regarded
but as a measure palliative of the most urgent evils, for
the only method of furnishing the poor with healthy habi-
tations, which should effectually stifle the germs of infec-
tion, would be that of erecting small houses, at the public
expense, on the plan of barracks, or caserns, to be let at
small rents or gratuitously, according to the circumstances
of the persons applying. . . .

*The want of proper sewers in several of the streets
and the offal of slaughter-houses left to putrefy before the

doors in several places, are nuisances which deserve the
serious attention of the committee,



















































70 Lilerary and Philosophical Society.

was acknowledged to be, a teacher of the nation on sanitary
subjects, whilst at least one of the medical men whose
treatises or remarks are contained in the volume of Trans-
actions and proposals was active in mind when the Com-
mission came in 1843 with Mr. Edwin Chadwick and Dr.
Lyon Playfair, although he had retired from practice. We
find a short paper by him on the employment of children
especially during the night, and the want of attention in
cotton-mills to ventilation and cleanliness. This was Dr,
Bardsley, a very prominent figure in Manchester as he had
been in 1796,a man with manners refined and elegant, having
a memory of the earlier times, and reflecting favourably but
without vigour its principles, habits and speech.

At both these periods Dr. Samuel Argent Bardsley
was put on committees of inquiry. He must be remem-
bered by not a few persons besides those who knew him in
private, as a frequenter of very agreeable meetings, lectures,
and discussions which used to take place in the Royal
Institution. In 1843 science had begun to be more widely
spread than it had been, and the men interested in it
could meet more easily than now, partly because there were
not so many living out of reach, and chiefly because dinners
of an expensive kind did not attract so many. These latter
amusements have done much harm in destroying the calm
reading evenings of scientific men in England and else-
where, since people frequently feel obliged or inclined to
give up or hurry their work for their pleasure, and some-
times, like the famous broomseller, incline to steal it ready
made. Dr. Bardsley showed his connection with the past
in his appearance ; he was, so far as the writer knows, the
last of those here who powdered their hair. He had but
little to powder, and the white dust flowed over his shoul-

















































































The Fine Arts and Morals. 9%

murder. The improvement is conring when the taste for
the fine arts has left. The time will come when the two
will unite, as in the case of the religious painters.

Abstractly we think that good dramas must improve
men, but the historic effect there also has been small,
whilst the degradation attendant on, we do not say caused
by, dramatic effects has been obvious enough. /Eschylus
alone might make a man think how lofty the drama might
be. It was then above the age and taught; now its
advocates tell us it is a reflex of the age, yielding the point.
Reflecting is not teaching.

We may be excused for giving our own opinions here
in corroboration of the views advocated by the Rev.
Samuel Hall and Dr. Falconer ; it is a subject on which we
have thought, seeking in history for a sure guide. Yet
how frightfully men deceive themselves. They might
read of the Greek character sinking when their best
statues were made ; the same process had taken place in
Egypt, the same took place in Italy, We might follow
the same effect everywhere. We are not afraid to go to the
frequenters of operas and of our best music cathedrals, to
find a similar proof of deterioration in more cases than
can give us elevation, Refined music of a class requiring
great study as well as talent, seems to be enjoyed by
persons of a character most intimately selfish and utterly
devoid of the love of man or the fear of God. It may
drive even intellect out of the man and make him a machine
for the sensual enjoyment of musical vibrations, which,
moreover, he cannot understand, because, although they
are connected with intellect and character, they cannot
take the place of either, and their language is in want of a
definite grammar, This does not prevent us from allowing
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Underground of Paris. 155

sary to say a few words concerning the Observatoire Royale,
the place of descent into this very remarkable cavern. This
edifice is situated in the Faubourg St. Jacques, in the
highest part of the city. It takes its name from its use,
and was built by Louis XIV. in 1667, after the design of
Claude Perrault, Member of the Academy of Sciences, and
First Architect to his Majesty. It serves for the resi-
dence of mathematicians, appointed by the King to make
observations, and improve astronomy. The mode of
building it is ingenious, and admirably contrived, it being
so well arched that neither wood nor iron are employed in
its construction. All the stones have been well chosen,
and placed with a uniformity and equality which contri-
bute much to the beauty and solidity of the whole edifice.
It is reckoned to be about eighty or ninety feet in height,
and at the top there is a beautiful platform, paved with
flint stones, which commands an excellent view of Paris,
and its environs. In the different floors of this building
there are a number of trapdoors, placed perpendicularly
over each other, and when these are opened the stars may
be very clearly distinguished, from the bottom of the cave,
at noonday.

¢ At this place I was introduced to one of the inspectors
(persons appointed by the King to superintend the workmen)
by my friend Mr. Smeathman, who had used great appli-
cation and interest for permission to inspect the quarry,
and had been fortunate enough to obtain it. For as this
cavern is extended under a part of the city of Paris, and
leaves it in some places almost entirely without support,
the inspectors are very particular as to showing it, and
endeavour to keep it as secret as possible, lest, if it should
be generally known, it might prove a source of uneasiness


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































