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JOHANN DAVID SCHOPF.

By EDWARD KREMERS, for this Lloyd Library Bulletin.

The author of the *“Materia Medica,” reproduced in this number of the
“ Bulletin of the Lloyd Library,” was born March 8, 1752, in Wunsiedel, a small
town in Bavaria, but then belonging to the independent margraviate Baireuth,
the same village which eleven years later became the birthplace of one of Ger-
many's great men of letters, Jean Paul Richter. His early education he received
in Wunsiedel and in the gymnasium at Hof. At the age of eighteen he matricu-
lated in the University at Erlangen, which had been founded by the Margrave
Carl Friedrich Wilhelm of Ansbach in 1743. In addition to medical studies he
pursued the natural sciences, more particularly botany, zoology, and mineralogy.
Johann Christian Daniel Schreber, known as the second Linneus, who was Pro-
fessor of Medicine and Director of the Botanical Garden, was his teacher. After
the completion of the triennium he was given the doctor's degree, in 1773, the
title of his dissertation being: ‘' De medicamentorum mutatione in corpore
humano praecipue a fluidis.”

He was not content, however, to settle down to the practice of medicine,
but continued his studies at the University at Berlin. Among other studies, he
attended a course of lectures on forestry. In order to supplement his university
studies, he undertook, in 1774, a lengthy tour through the * Erzgebirge,” Bo-
hemia, to Prague, Vienna, Idria, Triest, Venice, and Padua. At all times and
places he endeavored to increase his knowledge of medicine and the natural
sciences, and to make the acquaintance of scientific men. The return voyage
was made through Switzerland. At the age of twenty-five he settled down at
Ansbach, but his heart's desire was to see still more of the world, and we find
him planning a trip to India, when an event occurred that caused him to change
his plans, and, fortunately for our early American materia medica, directed his
steps to the new world.

The Declaration of Independence struck no responsive cord in the hearts of
some of the rulers of the petty principalities of that geographic conception then
known as Germany. Some of these, * fathers” of their countries sold their
subjects to England to be sent to this country for the purpose of subjecting
the rebellious colonists. On this side of the Atlantic they are commonly known
as the Hessians. Of the 30,000 mercenaries thus sold, Christian Friedrich Carl
Alexander, Margrave of Ansbach, who was sorely in debt, contracted to supply
1,285 men. This was early in 1777, at the time Schopf was planning his trip
to India.

These soulless transactions were not only denounced by the people of Ger-
many, but were made a stench in the nostrils of the guilty petty princess by the
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greatest ruler in Germany during the eighteenth century, Frederick the Great,
of Prussia. Later this same monarch was the first to recognize the new govern-
ment of the thirteen colonies. It is a moment of satisfaction therefore, to the
German pharmaceutical historian,* to be able to offset, in part at least, this
mercenary transaction, by the fact that it brought to the shores of the new
world so well prepared a natural scientist as Schopf, to whose writings we are
indebted, as possibly to no others, for a scientific knowledge of our flora and the
early uses of our medicinal and economic plants.

The contract of his Margrave with the English ambassador caused Schopf
to change his plans. Instead of going to India he applied for the position of
field surgeon with the Ansbach troops. The contract had been signed February
1,1777. The troops were hurried down the Rhine, were shipped from Dortrecht
to Portsmouth, England, and thence to America, arriving at Staten Island
June 4th.

For six long years Schopf attended to his duties as army surgeon. As he
himself relates, he had seen, in addition to a small portion of Staten Island, only
Rhode Island, Connecticut, and Philadelphia. Though by no means idle, even
as naturalist, his curiosity as traveler and student of nature was by no means
satisfied. So, when the war ended in 1783, he obtained permission to remain
for the purpose of travel and study.

In the company of an Englishman, named Hairs, he began his travels July
22, 1783. From New York they crossed Jersey to Philadelphia, thence they
went via Bethlehem into the Alleghanies, to Pittsburg, the country on the Ohio
River, and to Kentucky. In October, when his companion left him, he returned
via Sheppardstown, Baltimore, and Annapolis to Philadelphia.

During the next month he started on his southern tour through Virginia,
North and South Carolina to Charleston. Here he remained two months and
then went to eastern Florida. After a stay of several weeks at St. Augustine he
sailed to the Bahama Islands. He visited several of these islands, making Nas-
sau, on the island of Providence, his principal stopping place. He left for
FEurope, June 4, 1784, on the small vessel Hero, laden with mahogany, brasiletto,
guaiac wood, pineapples, and live turtles. After a thirty days’ trip, not without
danger, the little craft arrived in English waters, and several days later sailed up -
the Thames. Schopf continued his home journey leisurely through southern
England and France, arriving in Baireuth in October, 1784, after an absence of
almost eight years,

In the following year he was appointed court and military physician. When,
in 1791, Ansbach-Baireuth was ceded to Prussia, he continued to hold offices
under the new government. Among the several positions which he filled was
that of first Inspector of the “ Hofapotheke,"” at Ansbach. He died before he
had reached the age of fifty, September 10, 1800, after a protracted throat
trouble. Though early lost to science, he was himself spared the experience of

* Hermann Peters: Johann David Schépf., Ein deutscher Naturforscher des vorigen
Jahrhunderts in Nordamerika.—Pharm. Rundschan, XI1I, p. 151
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living through the darkest days of Prussia, when Germany was overrun by
French troops, and when Napoleon played havoc with the petty princes and
potentates.

After his return from America, between the years 1785 and 1800, Schopf
made two trips, one to Italy, the other to Holland, but his leisure hours were
devoted primarily to literary scientific activities. The number of prints left by
him are considerable. While yet in America he had sent essays to his scientific
friends, which were published in several German periodicals. As soon as he
had settled down quietly in Baireuth, he began to work over his studies and ob-
servations. It is but natural that, as a medical man, he should first take up that
phase of his work which most appealed to him as physician. The result was a
list of North American medicaments published in the Latin language under the
title: ' Materia medica americana potissimum regni vegetabilis. FErlangae;
sumtibus Joh. Jac. Palmii, 1787, which is reproduced in this number of the
“ Bulletin."

The concise form of the “ Materia Medica Americana’ prevented Schopf
from making extended comment on the drugs yielded by the plants enumerated.
Such details are to be found in his book on travel, which was published a year
later under the title: “ Reise durch einige der mittleren und siidlichen vereinig-
ten nordamerikanischen Staaten nach Ost Florida und den Bahama Inseln, un-
ternommen in den Jahren 1783 und 1784. Erlangen, 1788.”" This work, which
is unquestionably the most interesting of his literary productions, was published
in two volumes, and comprises 1,200 pages.

A brief sketch of the life and work of Schopf is not the place for the analysis
of this work, interesting though it might prove to the historical student of
American materia medica* Suffice it here to call attention to the fact that
Schopf's view of nature was not a narrow one, and that his scientific studies are
everywhere permeated with an interest in man, the ruler of the natural world.
As a result, his work has become a source of information on all matters pertain-
ing to the history of civilization of the original thirteen states of the Union.

Schopf also published other books, among them one on the mineralogy
and geology of the new world so far as visited by him, and another on turtles.
The stimulus for such an undertaking he probably received on his homeward
voyage on the * Hero," partly laden with live turtles from Bahama for the
London market.

‘Whatever opinion Europeans may hold concerning the rank or importance
of Schopf as a natural scientist, this much is unquestionably true, that as far as
our knowledge of the natural sciences, of medicine and pharmacy in America
during the close of the eighteenth century is concerned, his work is one of the
prime sources of information for the historical student of to-day.

Professor J. U. Lloyd has honored the writer with the request to prepare a
brief sketch of the life and work of Schopf as a preface to the * Bulletin of the

* An account of Schopf's two volumes on travels, from the pen of Dr. Fr. Hoffmann, will
be found in Vol. XVI, p. 208, of the Pharmacentical Review.


















PRABEFRFATIO.

uperfluum forte me suscepisse laborem, col-
ligendo Materiam Medicam Vegetabilem
Americae Septentrionalis, qui objiciant non de-
erunt. Dum enim, recentiori nostro aevo, iIn
tam multiplicem varietatem creverit apparatus
medicamentorum, et clarissimi nostri temporis
viri omnem conferant operam, ut pharmacopolia
pondere superfluorum inutiliumque liberentur-
nova ex altera parte continuo proponi laudari-
que, aeque faepe inertia ac futilia, plurimi, et
jure quidem, conqueruntur. Ne gravius itaque
illorum judicium incurram, paucis propositi et
originem et rationem explicare necesse videtur.
Per septem fere annos in variis Americae Septen-
trionalis partibus degens, quod reliqui tempo-
ris horarumque subsecivarum habebam, rei her-
bariae Studio destinabam, Sollicitus autem, ne
omnino inutili quasi curiositate tempus contere-
)N 2 rem,
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rem, in proprium usum annotare - coepi illas
plantas americanas, quae minus adhuc cognitae
quoad vires essent et usum. Idem feci, cum
postea, pace restituta, Provincias Americanas
australiores, Terram Marianam nempe, Virgi-
niam et quae his adjacent Montium juga, utram-
que Carolinam, Floridam et Bahamenses Insulas
visitarem; sedulo abique quaeritavi, quaenam
stirpium indigenarum in medicos usus verteren-
tur, et quaecunque sciscitanti mihi a Medici-
nae Practicis, Empiricis, ruricolis, immo et ve-
tulis, indicatae vel monstratae fuere plantae,
eas omnes consignavi, et quidquid de viribus
illarum eruere potui, adjeci. Sic tandem factum
est, ut catalogum Simplicium longum haberem,
inter quae varia omnino nova, vel paucis tan-
tum vulgata, alia autem iam magis cognita es-
sent. Non potui non mirari divitias, quas Opti-
ma Natura Americam inhabitantibus dedit, et
liberalitatem insignem, qua ad morborum sat vali-
dum exercitum profligandum, omisia, vel maxi-
me necessavia quidem adjumenta, regionibus illis
longe lateque extensis subministravit; simul au-
tem dolebam, tam multa et incomparabilia me-
dicamenta indigena et euporista, in ipsa illa
America neglecta fere, vel paucioribus tantum
familiaria esse incolis. Plurimi enim, Medicinam
in America exercentes, ceterum eruditi et lau-
de digni Viri, cum vel in Scholis europaeis,
vel etiam in Collegiis quae in America extant,

Artis
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Ad id impetrandum autem Rei herbariae noti-
tiam inprimis necessariam esse, nemo inficias ibit,
nisi qui coeco quodam modo experimenta ca-
pere velit, vel capta cum aliis communicandi,
et corpora de quibus agitur rite determinandi,
omnino incurius sit. Sic jamdudum inter Me-
dicinae Obstacula recensuit lllustr. a LINNE,
Medicorum et Pharmacopoeorum inscitiam in re
botanica, ignorationem classium naturalium et
Euporistorum  neglectum #), Cum itaque,
colligendo plantas Americae medicinales, plus
fecissem quam ullus ante me, et latiorem earum
notitiam nactus essem, animum cepi in ipsa
America, catalogum illarum occasione data pu-
blici juris faciendi; in eo etiam proposito, a
plurimis Amicis Americanis, incitatus verbis et
litteris fui. Ad id tamen perficiendum negotium
mihi in itinere per Americam constituto, otium
et opportunitas nulla fuit; dum simul destitu-
tum me videbam necessariis adminiculis ad sisten-
dam, quatenus liceret, absolutam Materiae Me-
dicae Americanae historiam. Cognitum enim
mihi erat, jamdudum Oébservaliones quasdam,
de wvirtbus el usu variarwm Amer. Sepl. plania-
rum @ BARTRAMO consignatarum **) publici ju-
ris fecisse Illust. @ LINNE’; nec latuit CLAYTO-
nivM, in Flora Virginica, coLpExivM in Flora

Nove-

#) Vid. Dissert. huius tituli, Amoen. acad, Vol, III.

##) Specifica Canadensia, Amoen. academic Vel. IV. Diss,
LXXII.
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enim adhuc partium interiorum cognitio plena-
ria; nec aliquarum notitiam me fugisse negabo.
Licet porro haec simpliciam remotarum terra-
rum notitia commodum vel utilitatem medicis
Europaeis absolutam spondere non videatur,
calculum saltem adjecisse sufficiat ad cognitio-
nem generalem herbarum in hominis commodum
creatarum.  Sed, si eas me solummodo nomi-
nare debuisse plantas, moneret Censor iniquus,
quarum Viri supra laudati mentionem nul-
lam fecere, et quas novas addidi, tunc nec
uni, nec alteri parti me satisfecisse luculenter
apparebit. Exigebat enim instituti ratio, ut no-
mina, qualitates et vires etiam illarum planta-
rum, quae nobis in Europa iam ad amussim
cognitae sunt, denuo et verbotenus insererentur.
Brevioribus autem et concisioribus, quam quae
Ill. vinwagl Maferia medica habet verbis hoc
vix fieri potuisset; eos itaque integros titulos huc
transcribentem, stulti plagiarii contumelia me
non assequitur. Quoniam brevitatis simul et
perspicuitatis ratio habenda erat, methodum
Linneanam in reliquis quoque sequi ratum ha-
bui; disjunctis ideo lineis, Nomen Specificum,
Synonyma, Loca natalia, Pharmacopoeorum No-
men, Qualitates, Vires et Vsus indicavi.

Quae et qualia accepi reddo. Assertorum veri-
tatem experiendo vel observando evincere omni-
no non potui. Nec negabo, esse forsitan inter
plantas recensitas, aliquas quarum usus expecta-

tioni





































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































