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EGYPT. 39

in the very early ages, one coarse and approximating to
the African, the other a refined and aristocratic type,
more resembling that of the highest Asiatic or Arabian
races.

It has been conjectured that this latter race may have
come from Punt, that is, from Southern Arabia, and the
opposite African coast of Soumali land, where there are

L e

EHUFU-ANKH AND HIS SERVANTS —BARLY EGYPTIANS. (Coarse type.)

traces of a high civilization at a wvery early period.
This conjecture is based on the fact that Punt is con-
stantly referred to in the Egyptian monuments as a
divine or sacred land, while other surrounding nations
are loaded with opprobrious epithets. Also the earliest
traditions refer the origin of Egyptian civilization not to
Lower Egypt, where the Isthmus of Suez affords a land
route from Asia, nor to Upper Egypt, as if it had
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