English wayfaring life in the middle ages : (xivth century) / by J.J.
Jusserand ... tr. from the French by Lucy Toulmin Smith.

Contributors

Jusserand, J. J. 1855-1932.
Smith, Lucy Toulmin, 1838-1911.

Publication/Creation
London : T. F. Unwin, 1889.

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/wsxyxj66

License and attribution

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/

ZOBA.42.

S0 il



























(roob1 *a-v v papnd 6181 ‘upiaangy "SI 27 wod)
“pangsipnci.r) G66ET “1SNDAV "ONITTIAVHL SLHOINN HSI'TONd










































































































(appps  puasaagd [hangpuzy ypfpaany)
| "NONDIAY LY 0034 710 dH.L

ris)
8
e |
W 1
= - ik
H &, a .- .:..l..ﬂ... h
] etk . - 2 "3 e AL
[ " =ymd T _. -......l e .nx_‘. ’ "
E IRAD i . f g™ |
) ..-.4..&... L =

_.¥L.._| L..r._.u.”w.h. e : , ........”._.... - |.. ........ Lia'ed PRV A A : y o BN .n%uwr 1.nﬁ i E-...,.W“k u.......l.__







(rapvps puzsaad £ Logua) ypueazpay 1)
ko] CHOHYD LY 9089 FHANATYD dH.L














































(danguea) ypuaapyt.r)
S | "HOAV-XO-THOLLYHELS LV Z04lddg S NOLJIOTI 40 HONH

















































—
LT
=
M
ey
b
g
=
<
s,
&)
.
=
=
5
=
w
x5
T
™
oy
=
=~
T

THE CHAPEL ON THE BRIDGE AT WAKEFIELD.
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78 ENGLISH WAYFARING LIFE.

century ; it has been thoroughly repaired since Ormerod
disrespectfully described it as “a long fabric of red
stone extremely dangerous and unsightly.” 1 At Durham
there are the Framwellgate and the Elvet Bridges,
both originally built in the twelfth century. A six-
arched bridge, rebuilt in the fifteenth century, exists
at Hereford ; another, repaired in 1449, with the help
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THE BRINGE NEAR DANBY CASTLE, YORKSHIRE.
(Fourteenth Century.)

of indulgences, remains at Bidford.2 A four-arched
one, built in the fourteenth century, over the Dee is
to be seen at Llangollen ; it is “ one of the Tri Thlws
Cymru, or three beauties of Wales;” 3 the arches are

* ¢ History of Chester,” London, 1819, vol. i, p. 283.

* Dugdale, * Warwickshire,” 1730, ii. 724.

3 J. G. Wood, “ The Principal Rivers of Wales,” London, 1813,
vol, ii. p. 271,
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TRAVELLING IN A HORSE LITTER. [#. 101,
(From the MS. 118 Frangais in the Bibliothdque Nationale, late Fourteenth Century.)
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168 ENGLISH WAYFARING LIFE.

chance of some ill meeting, and if he had not in con-
sequence armed himself. This was a recognized neces-
sity, and it was therefore that the Chancellor of the
University of Oxford on occasion of a journey allowed
the students to carry arms, otherwise strictly forbidden.?

There was, then, little safety against robbers, and
there was not always much even against the sheriff’s
officers. At this insecure period, when prowlers were
so numerous, it was enough to be a stranger in the
district, especially if it were night, to be sent to gaol on
suspicion, as shown by a statute of Edward III.2
Nothing is more general than the terms of this law;
the power to arrest is almost without limit : ¢ Whereas,
in the statute made at Winchester in the time of King
Edward, grandfather to the king that now is, it1s con-
tained, That if any stranger pass by the country in the
night, of whom any have suspicion, he shall presently
be arrested and delivered to the sheriff, and remain in
ward till he be duly delivered; and because there have
been divers manslaughters, felonies, and robberies done
in times past, by people that be called roberdesmen,
wastors, and draw-latches. . .” whoever suspects a passer-
by to belong to one of these bands, “be it by day or by
night,” shall cause him immediately to be arrested by
the constables of the towns ; the man shall be kept in
prison till the justices of gaol delivery come down, and
meanwhile inquiry shall be made. Now, supposing that

1 Regulations of 1313. “ Munimenta Academica ; or documents
illustrative of academical life and studies at Oxford,” edited by H.
Anstey, London, 1868 (Rolls Series), vol. i. p. 91. The penalty
was prison and the loss of the weapons.

* ¢ Edward III. cap 14.






























178 ENGLISH WAYFARING LIFE.

may hear at the present day the same kind of discourses
as those they spoke in the fourteenth century in England,
France, or Italy ; their profession is one that has changed
less than any. In the thirteenth century the herbalist of
Rutebeuf spoke like Ben Jonson’s mountebank of the
seventeenth century, like the charlatan who yesterday a
hundred steps from our gates attracted the crowd to his
platform. Big words, marvellous tales, praise of their
noble and distant origin, enumeration of the extra-
ordinary cures they have made, ostentatious display of
an unbounded devotion to the public good, and of
entire pecuniary disinterestedness : all this 1s found, and
always will be found, in the talk of all these insinuating
itinerants.

«“ My good friends,” said Rutebeuf’s medicinal herb-
seller six hundred years ago, “I am not one of those
poor preachers, nor one of those poor herbalists who
stand in front of the churches with their miserable 1ll-
sown cloak, who carry bags and boxes and spread out a
carpet. Know that 1 am not one of these; but I be-
long to a lady who is named Madame Trote of Salerno,
who makes a kerchief of her ears, and whose eyebrows
hang down as silver chains behind her shoulders : know
that she is the wisest lady in all the four quarters of the
world. My lady sends us into different lands and
countries, into Apulia, into Calabria . . . into Burgundy,
into the forest of Ardennes to kill wild beasts in order
to extract good ointments from them, to give medicine
to those who are ill in body. . . . And because she
made me swear by the saints when I parted from her I
will teach you the proper cure for worms, if you will
listen.  Will you listen ?
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passed, which is but one long accusation against the
authorized doctors ; these certified doctors poison their
clients as well as the old quacks, only they take more
for it. “Mpynding oonlie theyre owne lucres, and
nothing the profite or ease of the diseased or patient,
[they] have sued, troubled and vexed divers honest
persones as well men as woomen, whome God hathe
endued with the knowledge of the nature, kinde, and
operacion of certeyne herbes, rotes, and waters, . . .
and yet the saide persones have not taken anything for
theyre peynes and cooning, but have mynistred the
same to the poore people oonelie for neighbourhode and
Goddes sake, and of pite and charytie ; and it is nowe
well knowen that the surgeons admytted wooll doo no
cure to any persone, but where they shall knowe to be
rewarded with a greater soome or rewarde than the
cure extendeth unto, for in cace they wolde mynistre
theyre coonning to sore people unrewarded, there
shoulde not so manye rotte and perishe to deathe for
lacke of helpe of surgerye as dailie doo.” Besides, in
spite of the examinations by the Bishop of London,
“ the most parte of the persones of the saide crafte of
surgeons have small coonning ;” this is why all the
king’s subjects who have ¢ by speculacion or practyse”
knowledge of the virtues of plants, roots, and waters,
may as before, notwithstanding enactments to the con-
trary, cure all maladies apparent on the surface of the
body, by means of plasters, poultices, and ointments
“ within any parte of the realme of Englande, or within
any other the kinges dominions,” !

The change, as we see, was radical ; the secrets of the

Statutes 32 Hen. VIIL cap. 42; 34 and 35 Hen, VIIL cap. &
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200 ENGLISH WAYFARING LIFE.

had their own companies,” who went away to play when
occasion presented itself. The accounts of Winchester
College under Edward IV. show that this college
recompensed the services of minstrels belonging to the
king, the Earl of Arundel, Lord de la Ware, the Duke
of Gloucester, the [Earl] of Northumberland, and the
Bishop of Winchester ; these last often recur. In the
same accounts in the time of Henry 1V. we find men-
tion of the expenses occasioned by the visit of the
Countess of Westmoreland, accompanied by her suite.
Her minstrels formed part of it, and a sum of money
was bestowed on them.?

Their services were great, and they were well paid ;
for their touched-up, mutilated, unrecognizable poems
might certainly shock persons of taste, but not the mass
of enriched fighters, who could pay the passing minstrel
and grant bim profitable favours. Wandering singers
seldom came to a castle where they did not get gifts of
cloaks, furred robes, good meals, and money. Langland
often returns to these largesses, which proves that they
were considerable, and he regrets that all this gold was
not distributed to the poor who go from door to door
like these itinerants, and are the minstrels of God :

* So also the mayors of many towns had their minstrels or
waits, and money allowed for them. For instance, Bristol and
Norwich (fifteenth century), * English Gilds,” pp. 423, 447 ; York,
R. Davies’ * Extracts from York Records,” 1843, p. 14, mete.
jisiD S

2 Warton's “ History of English Poetry,” Hazlitt’s editior, 1871,
ii. p. 98. Langland also notices the good reception which was
given to the king's minstrels when they were travelling, in order
to please their master, who was known to be sensible of these
marks of good will,


















206 LENGLISH WAYFARING LIFE.

We recognize in this patent one of those radical
decisions by which sovereign authority in the Middle
Ages believed it could arrest all the currents contrary to
its own tendencies, and destroy all abuses. In the same
manner, and without any better success, the price of
bread and the wage for a day’s labour were lowered by
statute.

The authorities had, besides, other reasons for watch-
ing over the singersand itinerant musicians; while they
showed indulgence to the bands attached to the persons
of the great, they feared the rounds made by the others,
and sometimes took heed to the doctrines which they
went about sowing under colour of songs. These
doctrines were very liberal, and even at times went so
far as to recommend revolt. There was an example of
this at the beginning of the fifteenth century when, in
full war against the Welsh, the Commons in Parlia-
ment denounced the minstrels of that race, as fomen-.
tors of trouble and even as causes of rebellion.
Evidently their political songs encouraged the insurgents

visions of the usual gild character, setting the members under
the government of a marshal and two wardens, and was attached
to St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, by its religious side. The
society was restored again in the seventeenth century, and
expired in 1679. (Hawkins, * History of Music,” vol. ii. p. 698.)
There was also a famous gild of minstrels at Beverley of very
ancient date, ruling the minstrels between the rivers Trent
and Tweed. (Sec Poulson’s * Beverlac,” London, 1829, p. 302.)
The minstrels of Chester had special privileges. (Hawkins i,
p. 191.) The ordinances of a gild of minstrels at York ofhcially
recorded in 1561 still exist (* York Plays,” Oxford, 1885, pp. xxxviij
note, 125 note) 3 and of another at Canterbury in 1526. (W, Welfitt's
“ Extracts from Canterbury Records,” No. xxi.) [L. T. S.]












210 ENGLISH WAVFARING LIFE.

““as according to the law of nature every one is born
free,” he has resolved to enfranchise the serfs on his own
estates, but he adds that he will do it for money ; and
three days afterwards, fearing that his benefit is not
sufficiently prized, he adds practical considerations with
which philosophy is mingled in a strange manner. ‘It
may be that some, ill-advised and in default of good
counsel, may tend in ignorance of such great benefit
and favour to wish rather to remain in the baseness of
servitude than to come to free estate : wherefore we order
and commit to you that for the aid of our present war
you levy on certain persons according to the amount of
their property, and the conditions of servitude of each
one, as much and sufficiently as the condition and riches
of those persons may bear and as the necessity of our
war may require,” I

Well then might the minstrels follow the king himself
In repeating axioms so well known, and which according
to appearance there was so little chance of seeing carried
out. Only, ideas, like seeds of trees falling on the soil, are
not lost, and the noble who had fallen asleep to the mur-
mur of verses chanted by the glee-man waked up one day
to the tumult of the crowd collected before London,
to the refrain of the priest John Ball ; and then he
had to draw his sword and show by a massacre that
the time was not yet come to apply these axioms, and
that there was nothing in them but songs.

Poets and popular singers had thus an influence over
the social movement, less through the maxims scattered
over their great works than by those little wild pieces,
struck off on the moment, which the least of them

* Isambert’s * Recueil,” vol. iii. pp. 102, 104.












214 ENGLISH WAVYFARING LIFE.

manuscripts of the Middle Ages what sort of games
might amuse persons at table, in the opinion of the
artists. It is by dancing on her hands, her head down-
wards, that the young woman gains the suffrages of
Herod. Now, as the idea of such a dance could not
be drawn from the Bible, we must believe that it arose
from the customs of the time. At Clermont-Ferrand, in
the stained glass of the cathedral (thirteenth century),

FAVOURITE DANCES IN MEDLEVAL ENGLAND.
(From the MS. 10 E. IV.)

Herodias dances on knives which she holds with each
hand, she also having her head downwards. At Verona,
she is represented on the most ancient of the bronze gates
of St. Zeno (ninth century) bending backwards and
touching her feet with her head. Those standing by
seem filled with surprise and admiration, one puts his
hand to his mouth, the other to his cheek, in an in-
voluntary gesture of amazement, She may be seen in
the same posture in several manuscripts in the British
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fashion for buffoons and mimics survives, and even
remains the great distraction of some princes. The late
Bey of Tunis had fools to amuse him in the evening,
who 1nsulted and diverted him by the contrast of their
permitted insolences with his real power. Among the
rich women of the Mussulmans of Tunis, few of whom
can read, the monotony of the days which during their
whole life are passed under the shadow of the same
walls, under the shelter of the same gratings, is broken
by the recitals of the female fool, whose sole duty is to
enliven the harem by sallies of the strangest liberty.
As for the dances, they frequently consist, in the East,
in performances exactly similar to that of Herodias,
such as it is shown in manuscripts. Women dancing
head downwards are constantly represented on Persian
pictures ; several examples of such paintings may be
seen in the South Kensington Museum, and the same
subject 1s often found on the valuable pencil-cases which
were formerly made with much taste and art in Persia.
If the Europeans of the fourteenth century were
capable of tasting such pleasures, it was not surprising
that, following on the moralists, public opinion should
at length condemn in one breath minstrels and mimics,
and should set them' down with those vagabond roamers
of the highways, who appeared so dangerous to parlia-
ment. In proportion as we advance the minstrel’s 7d/e
grows viler. In the sixteenth century Phillip Stubbes
saw in them the personification of all vices, and he
justifies in violent terms his contempt for *suche
drunken sockets and bawdye parasits as range the
cuntreyes, ryming and singing of vncleane, corrupt and
filthie songes in tauernes, ale-houses, innes, and other






















































234 ENGLISH WAYFARING LIFE.

preserved for us by Langland shows how they secured
furs for their country customers. The author of the
“ Visions  states how Repentance came once to Avarice,
and examined him as to his doings in usury :

‘¢ Hastow pite on pore men that mote nedes borwe #’

“1 have as moche pite of pore men as pedlere hath of cattes

That wolde kille hem, yf he cacche hem myghte, for coueitise of
here skynnes.”” *
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A PEDLAR ROBBED BY MONKEYS.
(From the MS. 10 E. IV.)

a practice which cannot fail to be deeply resented by
all lovers of cats,

The regular merchants whom Langland and Chaucer
describe, with business enough to be in debt, adorned
with Flaundrisch hats and forked beards, were a
very different sort of people ; but though no mere
wanderers, they were, too, great wayfarers. Many of
them had had to visit the continent to find market for
their goods, and for their purchases. Through them
too, and it was in fact, perhaps, the safest and most

1 Text B, pas. v. | 246.












238 - ENGLISH WAYFARING LIFE.

many mariners addicting themselves to other trades,
while only “ twenty years ago, and always before, the
shipping of the Realm was in all the ports and good
towns upon the sea or rivers, so noble and plenteous
that all the countries held and called our said sovereign :
the King of the Sea (/e Roi de la Mier).” 1 As these
were trading ships, only occasionally used for war
purposes, this gives an idea of the importance to which
British merchant shipping had attained in the four-
teenth century and which it wanted to recover.

The rules concerning foreign merchants coming to
England were in the same manner constantly changed ;
sometimes the hardest restrictions were put upon them,
and sometimes everything was done to allure them to
England. The result was the same ; trade was im-
peded doubtless, but it went on, and in spite of the
unsteadiness of legislation, of unexpected retalatory
measures (as when, for instance, Hanse merchants were
imprisoned on account of misdeeds committed in Prussia
by inhabitants of this country, no reason of complicity
being alleged, but only it seems one of geographical
vicinity 2), in spite of restrictions innumerable, the
intercourse steadily increased, to the great benefit of the
community and the wider diffusion of ideas. In the
ninth, the twenty-fifth, the twenty-seventh, and other
years of his reign, King Edward III., again and again
stated that he took foreign merchants under his special
protection : ¢ To replenish the said realm and lands,” he
said on one of these occasions, * with money and plate,
gold and silver and merchandises of other lands, and to

t ¢ Rolls of Parliament,” 46 Ed. IIL, a.p. 1372, vol. ii. p. 311.
2 Ibid., 11 Rich. IIL,, a,p. 1387, vol, iii. p. 253,
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trading towns,! foreign fleets visited the English shores
at regular intervals, none with more important results
than the fleet of the Venetian Republic. It began to
visit regularly the ports of Flanders, England, and the
north in the year 1317 ; each ship had on board
thirty archers for its defence, commanded by young
Venetian noblemen. There was in the fourteenth
century a Venetian consul at Bruges, and the com-
mander of the galleys did not fail to put himself into
communication with him. The fleet, or “galleys of
Flanders,” as it was called, brought to England cotton
from Egypt, cloth of silk from Venice, cinnamon,
pepper, cloves, saffron, camphor, musk, and other
drugs or spices from the East, sugar from Egypt and
Sicily, &c. Thetrade of Venice in the eastern Mediter-
ranean was very extensive ; it was carried on freely,
except during occasional wars with the Saracen, and
the commercial interests of the Italian Republics in the
continuation of a good understanding with the infidel
was one of the principal causes of the cessation of
crusades. From England the Venetian galleys took
back wools and woollen cloths, leather, tin, lead, sea-
coal, cheese,? &c.

T See particulars about the Gildhalda Teutonicorum in Dow-
gate Ward, Thames Street, and afterwards in the Steel-house, in
W. Herbert’s ¢ Livery Companies,” London 1837, vol. i. pp. 10-16.
The importance of Italian settlements of money-changers and
money-lenders (whence the *“Lombard streets” or “rues des
Lombards ” surviving in many towns) are too well-known to be in-
sisted upon.

* These and many other particulars about English trade with
Venice are to be found in Rawdon Brown’s ¢ Calendars of State
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own since ‘associated with the memory of the Bristol
boy-poet, Thomas Chatterton.

Below men in such an exalted situation the bulk of
the merchant community throve as best they could.
‘One of the necessities of their avocation was constant
travelling. They were to be met about the roads
almost as much as their poorer brothers the pedlars.
They also made great use of the water-courses, and,

A RICH MERCHANT TRAVELLING (CHAUCER'S MERCHANT).
( From the Ellesmere MS.)

carried their goods by boat whenever there was any
possibility. Hence the constant interference of the
Commons with the erection of new mills, weirs,
and other hindrances on rivers by lords of the
adjoining lands. The “Rolls of Parliament” are full
of petitions asking for the complete suppression of all
new works of this sort as being detrimental to the
““common passage of ships and boats on the great
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246 ENGLISH WAYFARING LIFE.

assisted by four discreet men of the place.r It need
scarcely be said that the staple was often removed from
one town to another, from England to Calais and from
Calais to England, &c., according to inscrutable whims
and fancies, and with very detrimental results for all
traders.

The fairs, the very name of which can scarcely fail to
awaken ideas of merry bustle, gay clamour, and joyous
agitation, were subjected too to very stringent regula-
tions, so that the word reminded many people not only
of pleasure but also of fines, confiscations, and perhaps
worse. When the time came for a fair, it was prohibited
to sell anything in the town except at the fair, under
pain of the goods exhibited being seized. All the
ordinary shops were to be closed. Such regulations
were meant not only to insure the largest possible atten-
dance at the fair, but also to secure for the lord of it
the entirety of the tolls he had a right to. An inquest
holden at Winchester, where there was a famous St.
Giles’ fair, gives an idea of the manner in which these
commercial festivities were solemnized. The fair be-
longed to the Bishop of Winchester. On the eve of
St. Giles’s Day, at early dawn, the officers of the bishop
went about the town proclaiming the conditions of the
fair, which were these : no merchant was to sell or
exhibit for sale any goods in the town, or at a distance
of seven leagues round it, except inside the gates of the

t Statute 2 of 27 Ed. IIL. a.p. 1353. Canterbury was made a staple
town “ en Ponur de Saint Thomas,” * Rolls of Parliament,” vol. ii.
p. 253, same year. As an example of the changes affecting the
staple system, sce the statute 2 Ed. IIL chap. g (a.D. 1328), by
which all staples were, for a time, abolished.
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at Uttoxeter, in doing which he was merely keeping up,
as we see, a medizval tradition of long standing. How
young Samuel refused once to accompany his father to
the market, and how, in after-time, when he became
king of the London literary world, he repaired on a
rainy day to the spot where the booth used to be, and
there did penance, is too well known to be more than
alluded to here. Even at the present day books con-
tinue to be an article of sale at the fairs in many French
country places, and sheets of printed matter are taken
from thence to cottages, where, under the smoky
light burning in winter by the fireside, people, not
very dissimilar to their forefathers of five hundred years
ago, read of medizval heroes and of the worthies of
the world.

To the fairs, along with mummers, jugglers, tumblers,
beggars, and the whole of the catchpenny tribe, the
pedlar was sure to resort, in the approved Autolycus
fashion.  “ He haunts,” says the clown in ¢ Winter’s
Tale,” ¢ wakes, fairs, and bear-baiting.” There he
might exhibit ¢ ribands of all the colours 1’ the rainbow ;
points, more than all the lawyers in Bohemia can learn-
edly handle, though they come to him by the gross;
inkles, caddisses, cambricks, lawns. Why, he sings
them cver, as they were gods or goddesses; you would
think a smock were a she-angel, he so chants to the
sleeve hand, and the work about the square on’t.” I So
that everybody might remark as does the honest clown
to fair Perdita, “ You have of these pedlars that have

r ¢ Winter’s Tale,” iv. 3. Cf *The foure Ps,” by JohniHey-
wood, London, 1545, onc of the *“ Ps” is a pedlar, whose wares
are enumerated in full,
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With this is a thrilling picture of the life in the wood,
of the brambles, snow, hail, rain ; no soft bed, for roof
the leaves alone :

* Yet take good hede, for cuer I drede, that ye coude not sustein
The thorney wayes, the depe valeis, the snowe, the frost, the
reyn,
The cold, the hete ; for drye or wete we must lodge on the
playn ;
And, vs aboue, noon other roue (roof), but a brake, bussh or
twayne,”

No delicate food, but only such as the wood affords :

“ For ye must there in your hande bere a bowe redy to drawe,
And as a theef thus must ye lyue, cuer in drede and awe.”

Still further, and the trial becomes harder ; the young
girl must cut off her lovely hair; life in the forest does
not allow of keeping that ornament. Lastly, to crown
all : I have already in the forest another sweetheart,
whom I love better, and who is more beautiful. But,
as resigned as Griselda, the betrothed replies : I shall go
none the less into the forest; I will be kind to your
sweetheart, I will obey her, ¢ for in my mynde, of all
mankynde, I love but you alone.” Then the lover’s joy
breaks out : “I wyl not too the grene wod goo, I am
noo banysshyd man,” 1 am not an obscure squire, I am
the son of the Earl of Westmoreland, and the hour of
our wedding 1s now come.!

All the fugitives whom the forest received into its
depths were not romantic knights, followed by women

t «The Nut Brown Maid,” in Skeat's “Specimens of English
Literature,” Clarendon Press, 4th cdition, 1887, p. g6.
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after putting himself at his mercy, or, which was less
hard, after having passzd a year and a day in a free
town without leaving it and without the lord having
thought of interrupting the prescription. In this latter
case he became a free man, and the ties which bound
- him to the soil were broken. But if he confined him-
self to wandering from place to place he might be
re-taken any day that he reappeared at his own door.
An example of this may be seen in a curious lawsuit of the
time of Edward 1., the abstract of which has come down
to us :—. presents a writ of imprisonment against B.
Heiham, counsel for B. says: It is not for us to defend
ourselves, A. 1s our villein, his writ cannot take effect
against us. This is verified, it is found that 4. is the
son of avillein of B., that he ran away, and several years
afterwards returned home ¢ to his nest,” where he was
taken as a villein. The judge declares that this seizure
was legal ; that a villein might wander about during
six, seven years or more, but if at the end he were found
‘““in his own nest and at his hearth,” he might be seized
as continuing to be his lord’s lawful property ; the fact
of his return put him into the condition he was in
before his departure. On hearing this decision the
delighted counsel appropriately cites the scripture, “He
fell into the pit which he hath digged.” !

Escaped peasants brought the most numerous
recruits to the wandering class. In England, a multi-
tude of causes, among which the great Plague of 1349 2

* ¢“Cecidit in foveam quam fecit.” (Sec * Vulgate,” Psalm vii.
16 : cecidit should be incidit.) (““ Year Books,” Edward L, year

21-22, P. 447.)
* According to Sezbohm (* The Black Death and its place in
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all servants as soon as they are displeased with anything
to run from master to master into strange places, as is
aforesaid.” And this would not go on, justly observe
the Commons, if when they offered their services in this
fashion they were “taken and put in the stocks.”
That was true ; but the farmers who were wanting good
limbs, and whose crops were waiting on the ground,
were too happy to meet with ¢ servants and labourers,”
whoever they might be ; and instead of taking them
to the nearest gaol, they paid and gave them work.
The labourers were not ignorant of this, and their
traditional masters were forced to reckon according to
circumstances and to show themselves less severe. For
on some unreasonable demand or some over-strong
reprimand, instead of submitting as formerly, or even
protesting, the workman said nothing but went away :
““as soon as their masters challenge them with bad
service or offer to pay them for their service according
to the form of the said statutes, they flee and run away
suddenly out of their service and out of their own
district, from county to county, from hundred to hun-
dred, from town to town, in strange places unknown to
their said masters.” !

What was much worse, and would inevitably happen,
was that many among them not being able or not will-
ing to work took up begging or robbing by profession.
These * wandering labourers become mere beggars in
order to lead an idle life, and betake themselves out of
their district commonly to the cities, boroughs, and
other good towns to beg, and they are able-bodied and
might well ease the community if they would serve.”

t ¢ Rolls of Parliament,” ii. p. 340, A.D, 1376.
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of their duties, especially to repair their stocks and to
keep them always ready for putting in persons of the
wandering class.?

These were not vain threats, and they did not deal
with light penalties. The prisons of those days had very
little resemblance to those light and well-washed build-
ings which are now to be seen in many towns of Eng-
land ; for instance, at York, where the average of the
condemned certainly find more cleanliness and comfort
than they ever enjoyed. They were often fetid dungeons,
where the damp of the walls and the stationary position
compelled by the irons corrupted the blood and engen-
dered hideous maladies.

Many a wandering workman accustomed to an active
life and the open air came thus, thanks to the incessant
ordinances of king and Parliament, to repent at leisure
in the dark for his boldness, and during days and nights
all alike to regret his liberty, his family, and his * nest.”
The effect of such a treatment on the physical con-
stitution of the victims may be guessed ; the reports of
justice besides show it very clearly ; weread, for example,
in the Rolls ¢« Coram Rege” of the time of Henry III.
as fol'lows :

<« Assizes held at Ludinglond. The jury present
that William le Sauvage took two men, aliens, and
one woman, and imprisoned them at Thorlestan, and
detained them in prison until one of them died in
prison, and the other lost one foot, and the woman lost
either foot by putrefaction. Afterwards he took them
to the Court of the lord the king at Ludinglond to try
them by the same Court. And when the Court saw

t Statute 12 Rich. II. cap. 3.
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the body sometimes rested on a stool, sometimes on the
ground. In certain places the stocks were pretty high ;
they only placed the sufferer’s legsin it and he remained
thus, his body stretched on the ground in the damp, his
head lower than his feet; but this refinement of cruelty
was not habitual.? :

Stocks are still to be seen in many places in England ;

THE STOCKS AT SHALFORD, NEAR GUILDFORID.

= _{Prfsanr stafe.)
for instance, in the picturesque village of Abinger, where
they stand on the green, near the churchyard. Others
in a very good state of preservation are in existence at
Shalford, near Guildford. It is not very long since
stocks ceased to be used in England ; vagabonds and

' See, besides the above engravings, representations of these
instruments of punishment in Foxe, * Actes and Monuments,”
London, 1563, fol. pp. 390, 1272, &c.
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The beggars were treated as ¢ servants” who had no
““ testimonial letters,” I What was insisted on was to
retain as many people as possible permanent, and thus
to hinder the disquieting peregrinations of these rovers,
As to the beggars incapable of working, they must
also cease frequenting the highroads; they shall end
their life in the city where they may be found at the
time of the proclamation, or at most in some town near
to that in which they were born; they will be taken

NG IS 1 dantacl 7 &1 0
' Sttty A o b et

A CRIPPLE AND OTHER BEGGARS.
( From the WS, 10 E. TF)

there within forty days, and will remain there “ for the
rest of their lives.”

What is stranger, and what in default of other proofs
would show to which class students then belonged, is
that they are comprised in the same category; they
were accustomed on returning to their neighbourhood,
or on making pilgrimages or going to the university, to
hold out the hand to passers-by and to knock at the
doors as they went along. They were likened to the

* 12 Rich. IL. cap. 7.
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kingdom of England,” said Richard II. on the evening
of the day when his presence of mind saved him ; and
he was right. . Why was the Jacquerie in France a
common and powerless rising compared to the English
revolt? The reasons are manifold, but one of the chief
was the absence of a class of wayfarers as strong and
numerous as that of England. This class served to
unite all the people: by its means those of the South
told their ideas to those of the North, what each suffered
and desired ; the sufferings and wishes were not iden-
tical, but it sufficed to understand that all had reforms
to demand. Thus, when it was known that the revolt
had begun, the people rose on all sides, and it was clear
then that each desired a different good and that the
associated bands pursued different objects; but the
basis of the contention being the same, and all wishing
for more independence, they marched in concert without
being otherwise acquainted than by the intermediary
of the wayfarers. The kings of England, indeed, had
perceived the danger, and on different occasions they
had promulgated statutes bearing especially on the talk
indulged in by the wanderers on their travels about the
nobles, prelates, judges, and all the depositaries of public
strength. Edward I. had said in one of his laws :

« Rorasmuch as there have been oftentimes found in
the country devisors of tales, whereby discord, or occasion
of discord, hath many times arisen between the king and
his people, or great men of this realm; for the damage
that hath and may thereof ensue, it is commanded, that
from henceforth none be so hardy to tell or publish any
false news or tales, whereby discord, or occasion of dis-
cord, or slander may grow between the king and his
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thereof by the statute of Westminster the first.” T But
this statute was passed in vain; two years later broke
out the revolt of the peasants.

In medizval France during and after the wars the
roads belonged solely to pillaging brigands who were
born workmen or knights. Soldiers who represented
the dregs of the highest and the lowest classes were intent
upon robbing the rest of society ; the road resounded
with the noise of arms, the peasant hid himself ; troops
equipped for the defence of the land attacked everything
without scruple that was less strong than themselves and
worth robbing ; such people ¢ turn French,” as Froissart
puts it, and turn English according to the interest of the
moment. The vagrants threatened by the English law
were of another kind, and whatever the number of
brigands among them these were not in the majority ;
the remainder of the peasants sympathized with instead
of fearing them. Thus the English revolt was not a
desperate enterprise; it was conducted with extraordi-
nary coolness and good sense. The insurgents showed
a calm feeling of their strength which strikes us, and
which struck much more the knights in London ; they
were men who marched with their eyes open, who,
if they destroyed much, wished also to reform. It
was possible to treat and to come to an understanding
with them ; in truth, the word and pledge given them
will be broken, and the revolt will be smothered in
blood ; but whatever the Lords and Commons sitting
‘at Westminster may say of it, the new bonds will not
have the tenacity of the old ones, and a really great step
towards freedom will have been made. In France, the

t Statute 2 Rich. II. cap. 5.
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(1391). This was then, and is to-day, the form of royal
refusal.! These clerks knew what was the condition of
the people ; they knew the miseries of the poor, which
were those of their father and mother and of themselves,
and the intellectual culture they had received enabled
them to transform into precise conceptions the vague
aspirations of the labourers of the soil. The first are
not less necessary than the second to every important
social movement ; both may be indispensable to the
formation of the tool, but it is these precise conceptions
which form the blade.

The roaming preachers knew how to sharpen it, and
they were numerous. Those whom Wyclif sent to
popularize his doctrines, his * simple priests™ did just
what others had done before them ; they imitated their
forerunners, and no more limited themselves to expound-
ing the rather undemocratic theories of their master
than the mendicant friars, friends of revolution, kept
to the precepts of the gospel. Their sympathies were
with the people, and they showed it in their discourses.
Wyclif contributed to increase the body of these wan-
derers; his people were not greatly to be distinguished
from the others: and if it was easy to find clerks who
would fulfil the duties he desired, it was because many
in the kingdom were already prepared for such a
mission, and only waited their opportunity.

All, in fact, did the same kind of work ; they scoured
the country, drawing together the poor and attracting
them by harangues filled with what unfortunates always
like to hear. This was clearly visible when revolt broke
out, and the ordinances then passed show clearly how

i ¢« Rolls of Parliament,” vol. iil. p. 294.
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the celebrated harangue of the priest John Ball ;* the
type of these travelling orators. Certainly, in the Latin
phrase of the “Chronicle of England,” his thoughts take
too solemn and too correct a form, but all that we
know of the sentiments of the multitude confirms the
substance of it so well that the basis of the discourse
cannot have differed from what the chronicler has trans-
mitted to us. The popular saying quoted before serves
as John Ball’s text, and he developes it in this manner :

‘“ At the beginning we were all created equal; it 1s
the tyranny of perverse men which has caused slavery
to arise, in spite of God’s law ; if God had willed
that there should be slaves He would have said at the
beginning of the world who should be slave and who
should be lord.” 2

What rendered him strong was that he found his best
weapons in the Bible ; he appealed from it to the good
feelings of the men of the people, to their virtue, their
reason ; he showed that the Divine Word accorded
with their interest ; they would be “lke the good
father of a family who cultivates his field and plucks
up the weeds.” The same ideas are attributed to him
by almost all the chroniclers. Froissart describes his
doings in almost the same words as the statute already
quoted, as preaching in the open air when he found a
congregation of people, especially on Sundays, when
the peasants stood in the churchyard after mass. The

t He has often been considered a Wyclifite ; but while in many
things alike, he did not share all the master’s notions, and, on the
other hand, had some proper to himself; thus, according to him,
natural children could not go to heaven.

2 ¢ Chronicon Anglie,” 1328-1388, ed. E. Maunde Thompson,
1874 (Rolls Series), p. 321,
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of missionaries who would devote themselves materially
and physically to the welfare, body and soul, of all the
weary. Thus understood, the disinterestedness was
much more absolute, the servitude more voluntary, and
the effect on the masses greater. The subtlety of
teachers was not necessary for them; and the striking
example of the poverty of the consoler, heedless of
his own pain, was the best of consolations. Above all,
the pride of the apostle must be killed, the greatness of
his merit must be apparent to God only. When the
heart 1s purified to this point it has a sufficient com-
prehension of life and of its highest motives to be
naturally eloquent ; the study of the Summe,” in
repute, i1s useless. But too many dangers surrounded
this sublime foundation, and the first was knowledge
itself.  “ The Emperor Charles,” once said the Saint,
““ Roland and Oliver, and all the paladins and all strong
men, have pursued the infidel in battle till death, and
with great trouble and labour have won their memorable
victories. The holy martyrs died struggling for the
faith of Christ. But in our days there are persons who
seek glory and honour among men by the narration
simply of the exploits of heroes. In like manner there
are some among you who take more pleasure in writing
and preaching on the merits of the saints than in
imitating their works.” This reply St. Francis made to
a novice who wished to have a psalter. He added in a
rather sarcastic vein, ‘ When you have a psalter you will
wish to have a breviary, and when you have a breviary
you will sit in a chair like a great prelate, and will say
to your brother, ¢ Brother, fetch me my breviary !’ ” !

£ #Speculum Vite B. Francisci et sociorum ejus”; opera fratris,
Gruil. Spoelberch, Antwerp, 1620, part i. cap. 4.
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tectors and allies in case of revolt, though at other
times they pursued them in the streets with stones.
Irritated by the « proud behaviour” of the preaching
friars, they hunted them down, maltreated them, and
demanded their extermination. They dealt no better
with the minorites : they pulled off their coats and
sacked their houses, “by the instigation of the evil
spirit,” and did this in different places in the kingdom ;
in 1385 it was necessary to have a royal proclamation
to protect them.!

The Commons were indignant at the number of
foreigners among the friars, who were a permanent
danger to the State. They demanded that all the
alien friars, of whatever habit they might be, should
void the realm before the Feast of St. Michael, and if
they remained beyond the said feast they should be held
as out of the common law ” [7.e., outlawed].2

‘The friars kept their assurance, they were blessed in
the days of their good actions ; now they speak much
and make themselves feared ; it is to the Pope alone

* “Ar the same time (20 E. IL) the preaching friars took to
flight because they feared to be maltreated and ruined, because the
commonalty bore with them very reluctantly, on account of their
proud behaviour, for they did not behave as friars ought”
(** Croniques de London,” ed. Aungier, Camden Society, p. 54).

““ Know ye, that we have understood, that some persons of our
kingdom of England, by the instigation of the evil spirit, . . .
do and daily strive to do harm and scandal to our beloved in Christ,
the religious men, friars of the order of minors, . . . openly and
secretly stirring up our people against them to destroy the houses
of the said friars, tearing their habits from them, striking some, and
ill-treating them, against our peace ” (Proclamation of Richard II,
in 1385, Rymer’s “ Faedera,” ed. 1704, vol. vii, p. 458).

* “Rolls of Parliament,” 20 E, IIL, vol. ii. p. 162, a.n. 1346.
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during the first years of his reign, that Richard II.
was still living and was the true king. Henry IV, had
them imprisoned; one who was brought into his
presence reproached him violently for the deposition of
Richard : “ But I have not usurped the crown, I have
been elected,” said the king. ¢ The election is null if
the legitimate king is living ; if he 1s dead he is dead
by your means; if he was killed by you, you can have
no title to the throne.” ¢“By my head,” cried the
prince, “I will have thine cut off!” The accused
were advised to put themselves at the king’s mercy ;
they refused, and demanded to be regularly tried by a
jury. Neither in the city nor in Holborn could any one
be found to sit on the jury; inhabitants of Highgate
and Islington were obliged to be fetched for the pur-
pose. These men declared the friars to be guilty ; the
poor wretches were drawn to Tyburn, hung, then
beheaded, and their heads were placed on London
Bridge (1402). The convent received permission to
gather the remains of the condemned and to bury
them in a holy spot. The Islington and Highgate
jurors came weeping to the Franciscans to implore their
pardon for a verdict of which they repented. During
several years, in spite of these punishments, friars con-
tinued to preach in the country in favour of Richard
II., maintaining that he still lived, although Henry IV.
had taken care to have a public exhibition of the corpse
of that prince in London.!

In the fifteenth century, however, the reputation of
the friars only grew worse. The abuses of which they

t “Eulogium historiarum,” ed. Haydon, Rolls Series, London,
1858, vol. iii. p. 392.
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with bended knees; for a year’s penance the singing
was increased, and each course of psalter singing was
accompanied with three hundred strokes in the palm
of the hand (palmate). But it was possible to excuse
a year’s penance and escape at the same time all the
psalms, fasts, and strokes on the hand by paying a
hundred shillings in alms.!  In another such table,
drawn up by Halitgarius in the same century, we find
this additional facility, that if the sinner, sentenced to
a month’s penance on bread and water, chooses rather
the singing of psalms he may be allowed not to kneel,
but then instead of twelve hundred he will have to sing
fifteen hundred and eighty psalms. He may in the
same manner be excused of more than one month, up to
twelve,? in which last case, if he chooses not to kneel,
he will have to sing no less than twenty thousand one
hundred and sixty psalms.

Laymen, who had their choice, frequently preferred a
payment in money, and the sums thus obtained were
usually well employed. We have seen them serve for
the support of roads and bridges; they were also
applied in re-constructing churches, in helping the sick
of a hospital, and in assisting the expenses of numerous
public enterprises. The entirety of punishments was
taken off by a plenary indulgence; thus Urban IL, at
the Council of Clermont, granted one to all those who,
through pure devotion and not to acquire booty or
glory, should go to Jerusalem to fight the infidel.

* “Theodori archiepiscopi Cantuariensis pcenitentiale,” in
Migne’s ¢ Patrologia,” vol. xcix. col. 938 and g4o0.

* ¢ Halitgarii cpiscopi Cameracensis liber pcenitentialis,” in
Migne’s “ Patrologia,” vol. cv. col, 706.
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infinite merits of Christ, as has been said before, then
because the more numerous are the people reclaimed
through the use of its contents, the more it is augmented
by the addition of their merits.” ! It must be admitted
that such being the case no doubt the treasury would
never be found empty, since the more was drawn
from it, the more it grew. Such is in all its simplicity
the theory of the ‘“ treasury,” which has ever since, and
with no change whatever, been acted upon.

Having so much wealth to distribute among the
faithful, the Church used to insure its repartition through
means of certain people who went about, authorized by
official letters, offering to good Christians some particle
of the heavenly wealth placed at the disposal of the
successors of St. Peter. They expected in return some
part of the much more worldly riches their hearers
might be possessed of, and which could be applied to
more tangible uses than the ¢ treasury.” The men
entrusted with this mission were called sometimes
questors, on account of what they asked, and some-
times pardoners, on account of what they gave.

Does not the name of these strange beings, whose
character i1s peculiar to the Middle Ages much more
than that of the friars, or any of those whom we have
just studied, recall the sparkling laugh of Chaucer, and
bring back his amusing portrait to the memory ? His
pardoner describes himself :

“ Lordyngs, quod he, in chirches whan I preche,
[ peyne me to have an hauteyn speche,

* See Appendix XIII.
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time that the poet wrote his tales, sometimes secular
priests and sometimes friars, but extremely impudent.
They dispensed with all ecclesiastic licence, and went
from hamlet to hamlet delivering speeches, showing
their relics and selling their pardons. It was a lucrative
trade, and the competition was great ; the success of the
authorized pardoners had caused a crowd of interested
pardoners to issue from the schools or the priory, or
from mere nothingness, greedy, with glittering eyes, as
in the ““Canterbury Tales”: “suche glaryng eyghen
hadde he as an hare ;” true vagabonds, infesters of the
highroads, who having nothing to care for, boldly
carried on their impostor’s traffic. They imposed i,
spoke loud, and without scruple unbound upon earth
all that might be bound in heaven. Much profit
arose from this; Chaucer’s pardoner gained a hundred
marks a year, which might easily be, since, having
asked no authority from any one he gave no one any
accounts, and kept all the gains to himself. In his
measured language the Pope tells us as much as the
poet, and it seems as though he would recommence,
feature for feature, the portrait drawn by the old story-
teller.  First, says the pontifical letter, these pardoners
swear that they were sent by the Court of Rome :
“ Certain religious, who even belong to different
mendicant orders, and some secular clerks, occasionally
advanced in the ecclesiastical hierarchy, affirm that they
are sent by us or by the legates or the nuncios of the
apostolic see, and that they have received the mission to
treat of certain affairs, . . . to receive money for us
and the Roman Church, and they go about the country
under these pretexts.” We find in the same manner
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insignificant sum of money, they extend the veil of a
lying absolution not over penitents, but over men of
a hardened conscience who persist in their iniquity,
remitting, to use their own words, horrible crimes
without there having been any contrition nor fulfilment
of any of the prescribed forms.” Chaucer’s pardoner
acts in the very same manner, and says :

“I yow assoile by myn heyh power,
If ye woln offre, as clene and eek as cler
As ye were born,

I rede that oure hoste schal bygynne,

For he is most envoliped in synne.

Come forth, sire ost, and offer first anoon,
And thou schalr kisse the reliquis everichoon,
Ye for a grote ; unbocle anone thi purse,”*

Boccaccio in one of the novels which he is supposed
to tell himself, under the name of Dioneo, produces
an ecclesiastic who has the greatest resemblance, moral
and physical, to Chaucer’s man. He is called Fra
Cipolla, and was accustomed to visit Certaldo, Boc-
caccio’s village.  This Fra Cipolla was little of person,
red-haired and merry of countenance, the jolliest rascal
in the world, and to boot, for all he was no scholar, he
was so fine a talker and so ready of wit that those who
knew him not would not only have esteemed him a great
rhetorician, but had avouched him to be Tully himself,
or maybe, Quintilian; and he was gossip, or friend, or
well-wisher, to well-nigh every one in the country,” If

* ¢« The Poetical Works of Chaucer,” ed. Richard Morris, Pro-
logue to “Canterbury Tales,” vol. ii. p. 21, and Prologue to
“ Pardoner's Tale,” vol. iii. pp. 86—qo.
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they recognize no superiors and thus remit little and
great penances. Lastly, they affirm that “it is in the
name of the apostolic chamber that they take all this
money, and yet they are never seen to give an account
of it to any one : ¢ Horret et merito indignatur animus
talia reminisci.’ ” 1

They went yet further, they had formed regular
associations for systematically speculating in the public
confidence ; thus Boniface IX. orders in the year 1390,
that the Bishops should make an inquiry into every-
thing that concerns these  religious or secular priests,
their people, their accomplices, and their associations ™ ;
that they should imprison them ¢ without other form
of law ; de plano ac sine strepitu et figura judicii ; 7
should make them render accounts, confiscate their
receipts, and if their papers be not in order hold them
under good keeping, and refer the matter to the
sovereign pontiff.

There were indeed authorized pardoners who paid
the produce of their receipts into the treasury of the
Roman Court. The learned Richard d’Angerville (or
de Bury), Bishop of Durham, in a circular of December
8, 1340, speaks of apostolic or diocesan letters subject
to a rigorous visa, with which the regular pardoners.
were furnished.? But many did without them, and the
Bishop notices one by one the same abuses as the Pope
and as Chaucer, ¢ Strong complaints have come to
our ears that the questors of this kind, not without
great and rash boldness, of their own authority, and to
the great danger of the souls who are confided to us,
openly making game of our power, distribute indul-

i See Appendix XV. 2 See same Appendix,
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kingdom, sometimes too strong to be broken, some-
times too subtle to be perceived.

Occasionally, too, the bad example came from very
high quarters ; all had not the Bishop of Durham’s
virtue. Walsingham relates with indignation the con-
duct of a cardinal who made a stay in England in order
to negociate a marriage between Richard II. and the
emperor’s sister. For money this prelate, like the
pardoners, took off excommunications, dispensed with
pilgrimages to St. Peter, St. James, or Jerusalem, and
had the sum that would have been spent on the journey
given to him, according to an estimate ;! and it 1s
much to be regretted from every point of view that
the curious tariff of the expenses of a journey thus
estimated has not come down to us.

The list of the misdeeds cf pardoners was in truth
enormous, and it is found even larger on exploring
the authentic ecclesiastical documents than in the poems
of Chaucer himself. Thus in a bull of Pope Urban V.,
dated 1369, we find the description of practices which
seem to have been unknown to the otherwise experienced
«gentil pardoner of Rouncival.” These doings were
familiar to the pardoners employed by the hospital of
St. John of Jerusalem in England. They pretended to
have received certain immunities by which they could
dispense with apostolic letters, and were not bound to

r « Excommunicatis gratiam absolutionis impendit. Vota pere-
grinationis ad apostolorum limina, ad Terram Sanctam, ad Sanctum
Jacobum non prius remisit quam tantam pecuniam recepisset,
quantam, juxta veram mstimationem, in cisdem pcrcgrinatinnibus
expendere debuissent, et ut cuncta concludam brevibus, nihil

omnino petendum erat, quod non censuit, intercedente pecunia,
concedendum” (*Historia Anglicana”; Rolls Series, vol. i. p. 452
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suppression of pardoners, as being men of loose life and
lying speeches, spending their profits ¢ with the prodigal
son,” remitting to sinners their sins as well as their
penances, encouraging sin by the ease of their abso-
lutions, and drawing the souls of simple people “to
Tartarus.” But this request was not listened to, and
pardoners continued to prosper for the moment.!

At the same time that they sold indulgences, the
pardoners showed relics. They had been on pilgrim-
age and had brought back little bones and fragments
of all kinds, of holy origin, they said. But although
there were credulous persons among the multitude,
among the educated class the disabused were not want-
ing who scoffed at the impertinence of the impostors
without mercy. The pardoners of Chaucer and Boc-
caccio, and in the sixteenth century of Heywood and
Lyndsay,? had the pleasantest relics. The Chaucerian
who possessed a piece of the sail of St. Peter’s boat, is
beaten by Frate Cipolla, who had received extraordi-
nary relics at Jerusalem. “Iwill, as an especial favour,
show you,” said he, “a very holy and goodly relic,
which I myself brought aforetime from the Holy Lands
beyond seas, and that is one of the Angel Gabriel’s
feathers, which remained in the Virgin Mary’s chamber,
whenas he came to announce to her in Nazareth!”3
The feather, which was a feather from the tail of a
parrot, through some joke played upon him was

* Sce Appendix XV,

2 Lyndsay, * A Satire of the Thric Estates ” (performed 1535).
Early English Text Society; John Heywood, ¢ The Pardoner and
the Frere, the Curate and Neybour Pratte,” 1533 5 *“ The foure Ps,”
1545. 3 Payne's “ Boccaccio,” vol ii. pp, 280, 287,
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Land this was nothing less than the mark of one of
the Saviour’s feet, a mark which He left as a souvenir
to His apostles after His Ascension. ¢ Our lord the
king had this marble placed in the church of West-
minster, to which he had already lately offered some
of the blood of Christ.” !

In the fourteenth century kings continued to give
example to the common people, and to collect relics of
doubtful authenticity. In the accounts of the expenses
of Edward III., in the thirty-sixth year of his reign,
we find that he paid a messenger a hundred shillings
for bringing a gift of a vest which had belonged to
St. Peter.2 In France, at the same period, the wise
King Charles V. had one day the curiosity to visit the
cupboard of the Sainte Chapelle, where the relics of
the passion were kept. He found there a phial with a
Latin and Greek inscription indicating that it contained
a portion of the blood of Jesus Christ. ¢ Then,”
relates Christine de Pisan, ¢ that wise king, because
some doctors have said that, on the day that our Lord
rose, nothing was left on earth of His worthy body
that was not all returned into Him, would hereupon
know and inquire by learned men, natural philosophers,
and theologians, whether it could be true that upon
earth there were some of the real pure blood of Jesus
Christ. Examination was made by the said learned
men assembled about this matter ; the said phial was
seen and visited with great reverence and solemnity of
lights, in which when it was hung or lowered could be

t ¢« Historia Anglorum” (Historia minor), ed,, Sir F. Madden,
London, 1866 ; vol, iii. p. 60 (Rolls Series).
* Devon's “ Issucs of the Exchequer,” 1837, p. 176.
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me the relics to kiss : Centuplum accipies—that 1s, that
for one penny I take a hundred ; for accipies is spoken by
them according to the manner of the Hebrews, who use
the future tense instead of the imperative, as you have
in the book, ¢ Diliges Dominum, id est, dilige.”” !

Ridiculous parts are in the same way allotted to
pardoners in the farces of the old French theatre ; here
1s an example :

« Pardoner : I mean to show you the comb of the
cock that sung at Pilate’s, and half a plank of Noah’s
great ark. . . . Look, gentlemen, here 1s a feather of
one of the seraphs near God. Don’t think it is a joke ;
here it is for you to see.

“ Triacleur : Gogsblood ! ’tis the quill from a goose
he has eaten at his dinner ! ” 2 and so on.

The same in Spain. Lazarillo de Tormes, the page
of many masters, happens, at one time, to be in the
service of a pardoner. This is the same 1individual as
Chaucer had described two hundred years before ; he, too,
knows how to use Latin when he finds an opportunity :
«« Hee woulde alwayes bee informed before he came,
which were learned and which not. When he came to
those which he understood were learned, he woulde be
sure never to speake worde of Latin, for feare of stumb-
ling : but used in suche places a gentle kinde of Castilian
Spanish, his tong alwayes at libertie. And contrariw:se
whensoever hee was informed of the reverend Domines (1
meane such as are made priestes more for money than for

1« Pantagrucl,” book ii. chap. xvii,, *“ Comment Panurge
gagnoit les pardons.”

2 « Farce d’'un pardonncur, d'un triacleur et d'une tavernicre ¢
(Viollet le Duc, * Ancien théitre frangais,” Paris, 1854-57, vol. ii.

p- 50).
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of ducks and geese of the poultry yard. The gesture
is full of unction, but the eye shaded by the tawny
hair has a cruel glitter, which ought to give warning of
the peroration. But no, the poultry-yard clucks
devoutly and fears nothing; woe to the ducks when
the mitre has fallen: “and Thou, Lord, shalt laugh at
them,” says the psalmist, exactly at this place.

What a singular knowledge of the human heart
must such individuals have had, and what curious ex-
periences they must have gone through each day ! Never
were more unworthy beings clothed with greater super-
natural powers. The deformed monster squat on the
apse of the cathedral, laughs and grimaces hideously on
his airy pedestal. And into space, up into the clouds
rise the fretted spires; the chiselled needles detach them-
selves like lace upon the sky ; the saints maketheir eternal
prayers under the porch, the bells send forth their peals
into the air, and souls are seized as with a shiver, with that
mysterious trembling which the sublime causes men to
experience. He laughs; hearts believe themselves to
be purified, but he has seen their hideous sores, a
powerful hand—the Tempter’s hand—will touch them
and prevent their cure; the edge of the roof
reaches the clouds; but his look goes through the
garret window, he sees a beam which gives way; the
worm-eaten planks which are cracking, and a whole
people of obscure creatures which are slowly pursuing
under the wooden shafts their secular labour of demoli-
tion : he laughs and grimaces hiceously.

On the further bench of the tavern the pardoner
remains still seated. There enter Chaucer, the knight,
the squire, the friar, the host—old acquaintances. We
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effect of venom and of magic incantations, showing
openly fear in whoever wears it ; that the topaz hinders
sudden death, &c.!

When one thinks on the number of vain beliefs
which troubled the brains of those days, it 1s difficult
not to remember, with a feeling .of pleasure, that in an
age which was no way exempt from these weaknesses
no one condemned them with more eloquence than
Moliere : * Without speaking of other things,” says
he, «“I have never been able to conceive how even
the smallest peculiarities of the fortune of the least man
could be found written in the skies. What relation,
what 1intercourse, what correspondsnce can there be
between us and worlds separated from our earth by so
frightful a distance? and whence can this fine science
have come to men? What God has revealed i1t ? or what
experience can have shaped it from the observation of
that great number of stars which have not been seen
twice 1in the same arrangement ¢ "

Trouble and eloquence lost ; there will always be a
Timocles to observe with a wise air : “I am incredulous
enough as to a great many things, but for astrology,
there is nothing more certain and more constant than
the success of the horoscopes which it draws.”2

So vanished into smoke the tempests which Chaucer,
Langland, and Wyclif raised against the hypocritical par-
doners of their day. They lingered on till the sixteenth
century, and then were entirely suppressed in the twenty-
first session of ths cecum:nical councii of Trent, July
16, 1562, Pius IV. being Pope. It 1s stated in the ninth

¢ ¢ D2 proprietatibus rerum,” lib, xvi.
2 ¢ [.es amants magnifiques.”






A PILGRIMAGE TOWN, ROCAMADOUR, IN GUYENNE.
( Present state.)

CHAPTER III.

PILGRIMS AND PILGRIMAGES.

N spite of the talent of the physicians, soothsayers,
and sorcerers, there were maladies which resisted
the best remedies, and in this case a man promised

to go on pilgrimage, or to have himself carried there, to
beg for his cure. He went to our Lady of Walsing-
ham or to St. Thomas of Canterbury, whose medical
powers were considered, beyond comparison, the best of
all: « Optimus egrorum medicus fit Thomas bonorum,”
was the motto stamped on the pewter ampulla, or little
flasks which pilgrims brought back as a souvenir from
Canterbury ; “for good people that are sick, Thomas
is the best of physicians.” And surely praying at his
shrine or sending gifts there was a better way of pre-
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did not prevent Latin hymns being composed in his
honour, as for a saint.!

The rebel was hardly dead when the popular feeling,
often unfavourable to him during his life, forthwith
recognized in him only a hero who had fought against
the common enemy, and through sympathy assigned to
him a place in heaven. The active revolt, rudely
interrupted by punishment, continued thus in the latent
state, and every one came to see God Himself take the
part of the oppressed, and proclaim the injustice of the
king by working miracles at the tomb of the con-
demned. The sovereign defended himself as he could ;
he dispersed the rabble and prohibited the miracles.
Thus Edward II., on October 2, 1323, wrote “to his
faithful John of Stonore and John of Bousser,” order-
ing an inquiry which would be followed by graver
measures. He recalled to them that ¢ a little time ago
Henry of Montfort and Henry of Wylynton, enemies
of the king and rebels, on the advice of the royal
Court, were drawn and hanged at Bristol, and it had
been decided that their bodies should remain attached
to the gibbet, so that others might abstain from similar
crimes and misdeeds against the king.” The people
made relics of these bloody and mutilated remains,

1 ¢ Salve Symon Montis Fortis
tocius flos militie,
Duras penas passus mortis,
protector gentis Anglize.
H 1 o
“QOra pro nobis, beate Symon, ut digni efliciamur promissionibus
Christi ? (Hymn composed a little after the death of Simon, cited
in Warton’s * History of English Poetry,” edited by Hazlitt, 1871,
vol. il. p. 48).
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These were pilgrimages for the occasion. Others
were in favour for a much longer time owing to the
reputation of the departed for sanctity, not for his
former political influence. For many years, not waiting
for the solitary to be canonized, which never happened,
men came 1n crowds, as we have seen, to visit the tomb
of Richard Rolle, the hermit of Hampole. Even in
this, fashion ruled as mistress ; some relics or tombs
of hermits or of saints enjoyed for a period universal
favour ; then all of a sudden, through some great
miracle, another saint rose to pre-eminence, and his
rivals, by degrees, dwindled into ebscurity.

Sometimes the convents, which had neither relics nor
bodies of illustrious saints to attract pilgrims, nor a
marvellous thorn-tree like that of Glastonbury, would
have a pious artist to fabricate an image worthy of
attention ; it would be inaugurated with solemnity,
and afterwards its fame would be sounded by all
permissible means. Thomas of Burton, Abbot of
Meaux, near Beverley, relates in the chronicle of the
events concerning his rich monastery, which he him-
self wrote at the end of the fourteenth century, one
of the most remarkable facts of this kind. Abbot
Hugh of Leven, one of his predecessors, had in the
first half of the century ordered a new crucifix for the
choir of the chapel : “ And the artist never worked at
any fine and important part of his work, except on
Fridays, fasting on bread and water. And he had all
the time a naked man under his eyes, and he laboured
to give to his crucifix the beauty of the model. By
the means of this crucifix, the Almighty worked open
miracles continually. It was then thought that if
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concourse of simple people who came to visit a certain
image of the Holy Virgin recently placed in the church,
as 1f this image had something more divine than any
other images of the sort.” 1

The fact was, as may be noticed even in our days,
that, with or without the co-operation of the clergy,
some statues had a far better reputation than others ;
wonders were expected of them, and they were wor-
shipped accordingly ; the same vicissitudes were observ-
able for images as for relics and tombs of saints. This
statue had healed sick people without number, and that
one was known to have moved, to have made a sign,
to have spoken a word. Representations of miracles
worked by statues constantly recur in manuscripts;
one, for instance, is to be found in several English
manuscripts of the fourteenth century.2 It shows how
a poor painter, being busy with colouring and gilding a
statue of the Virgin, with a most ugly devil under
her feet, the Evil One, angry at such an unpleasant
likeness, came and broke the ladder on which the
artist was standing ; but as he was falling and about
to be killed, the stone Virgin bent towards him, and

* ¢ Sane nuper ad aures nostras pervenit quod ad quandam
imaginem beat® Virginis in ecclesia parochiali de Foston noviter
collocatam magnus simplicium est concursus, acsi in eadem plus
quam in aliis similibus imaginibus aliquid, numinis appareret”
(a.p. 1313, Wilkins' ¢ Concilia,” vol. ii. p. 423).

2 For example in the MS,, z B. vii. in the British Museum, fol.
211, and in 10 E. IV, fol, 209. The story of this miracle has
been told by numberless authors in the Middle Ages; the text
of one version of the tale, with references to the others, will
be found in G. F. Warner, * Miracles de Nostre Dame,” Rox-
burghe Club, 1885, pp. xxxiv and 63.
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chester, Holywell, and innumerable other places had
also attractions for the pilgrim ; but none could stand
comparison with Walsingham and Canterbury. At
Walsingham there was a church and a chapel ; in
the church, now levelled to the ground, was kept a
miraculous statue of the Virgin, and the building was
exactly similar to the Santa Casa of Loretto, which
may have been considered as a wonder in itself, for this
chapel had been built in the eleventh century, long
before the Casa was spoken of. In the church there
was a phial with milk of the Virgin in it. People
came there in numbers ; the road which led to Wal-
singham was called the palmers’ way, and numerous
chapels were built along its line. The town itself was
full of inns and hospitals ; it was, in fact, a town of inns
and churches, as pilgrimage towns have generally been.

Or else people hired horses at Southwark, with relays
at Rochester, and set out for St. Thomas of Canterbury.
This was the highroad to the continent; a regular
service of hired horses had been established along it.
Twelvepence was paid from Southwark to Rochester,
twelvepence from Rochester to Canterbury, sixpence
from Canterbury to Dover. The horses were marked
with a hot iron in a prominent manner, so that un-
scrupulous travellers should not be tempted to quit the
road and appropriate their steeds.! The sanctuary of
our Lady of Walsingham and that of St. Thomas had
a European reputation. Foreigners as well as the
English had a great reverence for St. Thomas of Canter-

' Patent of 19 Richard IIL in the appendix to Mr. Karkeck’s
essay, “‘Chaucer’s Schipman and his Barge, ¢ The Maudelayne,’”
Chaucer Society * Essays,” 1884.
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of the majestic alley formed by the great pillars of the
church, through the coloured twilight of the nave, the
heart divined, rather than the eye saw, the mysterious
object of veneration for which such a distance had been
traversed at the cost of such fatigue. Though the
practical man galloping up to bargain with the saint
for the favour of God, though the emissary sent to
make offering in the name of his master might keep a
dry and clear eye, tears coursed down the cheeks of the
poor and simple in heart ; he tasted fully of the pious
emotion he had come to seek, the peace of heaven
descended into his bosom, and he went away consoled.

Such was the happy lot of simple devout souls. Pil-
grims, however, were undoubtedly a very mingled race ;
no reader of Chaucer needs to be reminded that the talk
on the road was not always limited to edifying subjects,
and that pilgrims themselves, even allowing the greater
number to have been sincere and devout people, were not
all of them vessels of election. Some went like gypsies
to a fair, to gather money ; some went for the pleasures
of the journey and the merriments of the road ; so that
reformers and satirists, seeing only the abuse and not
the good that might come along with it, began to raise
a cry which became louder and louder unul 1t was
something like a storm at the time of the Reformation.
Whom did Langland see on Palmers’ way, near Wal-
singham ? Those same false hermits we have already
met by the highroads and at the corner of bridges, and
in what objectionable company did he find them !

“ Eremytes on an hep with hokede staues,
Wenten to Walsyngham and hure (their) wenches after ;
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wallet and staff, as did all pilgrims], and begins to move
on, and takes to his road ; he looks quite like a pilgrim,
his scrip fits his neck beautifully.” But travelling alone
1s not pleasant; he meets Belin the Sheep, and persuades
him to come with him, and a little farther a donkey,
“ Bernart the arch-priest,” who was eating thistles in a
ditch ; he also secures this new companion. As night
is coming, the three, finding themselves near the
house of Primaut the Wolf, enter without ceremony
and make themselves at home, while the owners of
the place are away. They find there  salted imeat,
cheese, and eggs . . . and good ale. Belin drinks so
much that he loses his head, and then begins to sing, and
the arch-priest to organ-bray, and Master Reynard sings
in falsetto.” But their merriment is soon at an end. The
alarm has been given; Ysengrin, Hersent, and a num-
ber of other wolves, relations, friends, compeers of
Primaut, who all of them owe grudges to Reynard,
come round and besiege the pilgrims. They escape
with great difficulty. lll-pleased with these grievous
adventures, they agree not to go to Rome at all,
and Reynard, to whom, rather against likeliness, the
author here lends his own thoughts, winds up the
enterprise with a speech : ¢My lords,” says he, ‘by
my head, this wandering is loathsome and tiring.
There is in the world many a good man that has
never been to Rome; such an one has come back
from the seven saints who is worse than he ever
was. I mean to take my way home, and I shall live
by my labour and seek honest earnings; I shall be
charitable to poor people’ Then they cried, ¢ Be it
so, be it so,” and they betook themselves homewards.” !

t See Appendix XVIIL.
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miracles were worked, he went there to make offerings,
or sent a man there expressly. He had, besides, his
hat quite full of images, mostly of lead or pewter,
which he kissed on all occasions when any good or
bad news arrived, or that his fancy prompted him ;
casting himself upon his knees so suddenly at times, in
whatever place he might be, that he seemed more like
one wounded in his understanding than a rational
man.” !

Like the king, Louis XI., the professional pilgrims
wore a great number of images and medals on their
coats. For, beside the occasional pilgrim who came to
make an offering to such or such a shrine in accom-
plishment of a vow and afterwards returned to take up
the course of his ordinary life again, there was the
pilgrim by calling, whose whole existence was passed in
travelling from one sanctuary to another, always on the
road, and always begging. The professional pardoner
-and the professional palmer, who, among other places
had seen Jerusalem and carried on his shoulder the
palm of the Holy Land, are the two most curious
types of the religious wayfaring race, and have hardly
any equivalent in our days. Like the pardoner and the
friar, the pilgrim had by calling a great experience of
men and things ; he had seen much, but with what he
retained he mingled a world of imaginations born of
his own brain. He too had to edify the multitude to
whom he held out his hand for alms, and the grand
stories of which he was the hero might not fail him

r ¢ Les louenges du roy Louys xij®. de ce nom,” nouvellement
composées par maistre Claude de Seyssel, docteur en tous droits.
Paris, 1509, sign. f. i,
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enough respected to find his living ; and he took care
by the recital of his miseries to make himself the
more revered ; the numerous leaden medals sewn
to his clothes spoke highly in his favour, and a man
was well received who had passed through Rome and
through Jerusalem, and could give news of the
““worshippers” of Mahomet. He had a bag hung at
his side for provisions, and a staff in his hand; at the
top of the staff was a knob and sometimes a piece of
metal with an appropriate inscription, as, for example,
the device of a bronze ring found at Hitchin, a cross
with these words, “ Haec in tute dirigat iter” (*“ May this
direct thee in safety on the way ). The staff at the
other end had an iron point, like an alpenstock of the
present day ;#it may be seen in numerous drawings in
manuscripts.

But, as we have remarked, the whole race of
wanderers was looked at askance by the king’s officers ;
these goings and comings disquieted the sheriff. We
know that the workmen who were weary of their
master left him under pretext of distant pilgrimages,
and without scruple laid down the pilgrim’s staft at the

* Sce the drawing of this ring in vol. viii. of the *“ Archaological
Journal,” p. 360. The stick or pilgrim’s staff and the bag or
“scrip” were notoriously the signs of pilgrims. In the romance
of King Horn, the hero meets on his road a pa/mer, and to dis-
guisc himself changes clothes with him ; in this transformation
the author only points out the characteristic particulars, that is to say,
the staff and the bag. “Horn took burdon and scrippe.” (“King
Horn, with fragments of Floris and Blauncheflur,” ed. by J. H.
Lumby, Early English T'ext Socicty, 1866.) We have seen above,
p. 352, that Reynard on his way to Rome took exactly the same
implements.
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their goods. The reservations made by the king show
that it i1s the wanderers alone whom he has in view,
for there is a dispensation for the “lords and other
great persons of the realm,” for the ‘true and notable
merchants,” and lastly, for the “ king’s soldiers.” 1

This passport or licence,” this ¢ special leave of
the king,” could only be available at certain fixed ports,
namely, London, Sandwich, Dover, Southampton,
Plymouth, Dartmouth, Bristol, Yarmouth, Boston,
Kingston-upon-Hull, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, and the
ports of the coast opposite to Ireland. Very heavy
penalties were laid on all wardens of ports, inspectors,
captains of ships, &c., who were neglectful, or so bold
as to be favourable to the roamers. In the year 1389,
the king restrained pilgrims who were going on the Con-
tinent from embarking anywhere else than from Dover
or Plymouth. To take sea elsewhere it would be
necessary to have an ‘ especial licence from the king
himself.” 2 A number of such licences, as will be seen
further on, are still in existence.

But the attraction to distant pilgrimages was great ; 3
with or without letters men crossed the Channel, for

" Statute 5 Rich. II. st. 1, c. 2. Restrictions on pilgrimage-making
existed also in France. Sce an ordinance of Charles VI., February
27, 1399, prohibiting pilgrimage to Rome. * Recueil d’Isambert,”
vol. vi. p. 843.

2 ¢« Rolls of Parliament,” 13 Rich. IL vel. iii. p. 273, and Statute
1, cap. 20 of 13 Rich. II.

3 As to the number of pilgrimages, their origin, and history, sce
the *Dictionnaire, géographique, historique, descriptif, archéologique
des pélerinages anciens et modernes,” by L. de Sivry et M. de Cham-
pagnac, Paris, 1850, 2 vols. 8vo, forming vols. xliii. and xliv. of
Migne’s * Encyclopédic théclogique.”
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larger numbers. They show that, in fact, fleets loaded
with English pilgrims plied towards St. James’. We find
that ¢ Le Petre de Darthmouth” is allowed to carrry
sixty pilgrims; ¢ La Marie de Southampton,”’ a hun-
dred; “La Sainte Marie de Blakney,” sixty; “Le
Garlond de Crowemere,” sixty; ¢La Trinité de Wells,”
forty; “Le Thomas. de Saltash,” sixty; and so on.
Numbers usually vary from thirty to one hundred.1

It must not be thought that these ships, carrying a
hundred passengers besides their crew on this rather
long journey, were large, well-appointed vessels.
They very much resembled the pilgrim-ships of the
present day, who carry every year to Jeddah, on the
Red Sea, crowds of Arabs on their way to Mecca. The
pilgrims were huddled together in the most uncomfortable
fashion, and had opportunities in plenty to do penance
and offer their sufferings to the saint. This may be
determined by more than probabilities, for one of those
English pilgrims, thus allowed by royal licence to
go to Galicia provided that they did not reveal the
secrets of the realm, has left a complaint about his
experience on such a journey, that has survived.
You must not think of laughing, says he, when you go
by sea to St. James’ ; there is sea-sickness; you are
pushed about by sailors under pretext of hindering the
working of the ship; the smell is most unpleasant:

 Men may lcue alle gamys
That saylen to Seynt Jamys !
Ffor many a man hit gramys (vexes)
When they begin to sayle.

2 ¢ Feedera,” 12 Hen, VI, 1434, vol. x. pp. 567-509.
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But what attracted many besides were the indulgences.
They were considerable, and the popular imagination
still further augmented their extent. The pilgrim who,
returning from Rome, came to his home, exaggerated
their number as willingly as that of the marvels which
he had seen, or thought he had seen. A pilgrim of
this kind has left his impressions of his journey in a
short poem ; he was an Englishman of the fourteenth
century, who came back from Italy dazzled by his re-
collections. His fancy is not very postic, but we must
take into account his intention, which was merely to
collect exact figures; thus without delaying for
picturesque descriptions, he only gives us precise infor-
mation. His strong narrow devotion allowed him to
see nothing else than thousands of the bodies of
martyrs, and he enumerated them with perseverance.
By thousands also are reckoned the years of indulgence
which he flashes as a lure in the eyes of his fellow
countrymen.

“ Gif men wuste (knew), grete and smale,
The pardoun that is at grete Rome,
Thei wolde tellen in heore dome (in their opinion),
Hit were no neod to mon in cristiante
To passe in to the holy lond ouer the see
To Jerusalem, ne to Kateryne.” *

But to begin with, he must give an abridgment of the
history of Rome ; it is a city to which first came the
Duchess of Troy with her two sons, Romulus and Ro-

by G. F. Warner, Roxburghe Club, 1885, p. 58. This version of

the tale is of the fifteenth century, but the story itself is much
older.

"1 J¢.. St, Catherine on Mount Sinai.
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may be put in a safe place unknown to anybody, and
there kept unfil I send some servant of mine for her
with a letter from myself, for I would do more for you
in greater matters. And I pray you, thwart me not
about putting her in a safe place, for you alone, and no
one else are lord in Mantua.

« The Camp under Verona, August g, 1378.

«« P.S.—1I beseech by all means that [the] said Janet
may not quit Mantua, but be in safe custody, and so
you will have obliged me for ever.”

No less determined as a warrior than as a lover, and
accustomed, as it seems, in both cases, to put people
to flight, William Gold was made a citizen of Venice
in recognition for his services on April 27, 1380, and in
July of the same year received from the Doge Andrea
Contarini a pension of 500 gold ducats for life.’

With a rather different bent of mind,though not averse
either to adventures, other little troops left England,
beginning their long journey towards the Holy Land.
They did not usually start on so distant an expedition
without being furnished with letters from their sove-
reign, which might serve both as passport and as
recommendation in case of need. The tenor of these
documents was nearly alike and similar to that of the
following letter granted by Edward IIL in I354. ¢
«Know all men that the noble Jean le Meingre, knight,

: Rawdon Brown, “ Calendar of State Papers relating to English
Affairs . . . at Venice,” London, 1864, vol. i. pp. 24, 29; original
in Latin,

2 Marshal of France. Rymer calls him “ Johannes Meyngre,
dictus Bussigand.” Asto Boucicaut and his son, also a marshal of
France, sce Delaville le Roulx, “La France en Orient, au XIV®.
Sitcle,” Paris, 1886, vol.i. pp. 160-162.
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in 1396. They reached Cyprus on their way home,
after a fearful storm, in which their lives were greatly
imperilled.  As soon as the king heard of their having
landed he sent to them provisions in plenty : a hundred
poultry, twenty sheep, two oxen, much good wine and
good white bread. Then he asked them to his Court,
and when they came called the queen and his children
to help him in receiving them, and being himself a
great huntsman, he begged them to go to the hunt
with him, a pleasant offer after so many trials, and not
one to be refused.

With the notion of the pilgrimage was largely
associated that of the adventures which were to be had
at the various places and along the road ; they were
even sought, if necessary, and then the religious object
disappeared in the crowd of profane incidents. Thus,
in 1402, De Werchin, Seneschal of Hainault, announced
his project of a pilgrimage to St. James of Spain, and
his intention to accept the friendly combat of arms with
any knight for whom he should not have to turn from
his road more than twenty leagues. He announced his
itinerary beforehand, so that, being warned, any one
might make ready.r

The famous John of Mandeville set out for the East in
the first half of the fourteenth century with somewhat
similar ideas.2 This amusing writer went to Palestine,

* ¢ Chronique de Monstrelet,” lib. i. chap. viii.

2 The voyages called * Mandeville’s Voiage and Travaile”
were assuredly written in the fourteenth century in French, then
were translated into Latin and English. Only the portion relating
to Egypt, Palestine, and Syria seems to have been founded on a real

journey. The article “ Mandeville,” by Mr, E. B. Nicholson and
C olonel Yule in * The Encyclopadia Britannica” (gth edition), and
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tion of the places through which a crusade might be
led against the infidels, for this prince, like his pre-
decessors, continuzd dreaming of a crusade. Lannoy

gives a detailed account of each town, stating what
sorts of provisions in wood, water, &c., may be found
in each country, in” what plains an army can be easily
arrayed, in what ports a fleet shall be safe. He gives
the greatest attention to Egypt, and describes its several
towns : “Item. There is Cairo, the chief town of
Egvpt, on the river Nile which comes from Paradise.” !
But the Crusade, in anticipation of which he wrote,
never took place, and the next military expedition which
should reach Syria through Egypt was destined to be
that of Bonaparte in 1798.

Besides the history of a journey to Egypt and
Palestine, which he seems really to have accomplished,
Mandeville gives the description of a number of
countries peopled by imaginary monsters. This fan-
tastic part of his work did not diminish its success,
quite the contrary ; but we, less confiding than our
fathers, do not now willingly accept the recital of so
many prodigies, and we even consider the excuse which
he gives us insufficient to guarantee the author’s good
faith. “Things that are long past away from sight
fall into oblivion, and the memory of man cannot retain
and comprehend everything.” 2

Many books came after his, still more detailed and
practical. While the renewal of the Crusades ap-
peared less and less probable, the number of individual

t « A Survey of Egypt and Syria . .. from a MS. in the
Bodleian Library,” Archzologia, vol. xxi. pp. 281, 319.
2 Sloane MS. 1464, fo. 3, British Muscum,
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and a qwylt, and ye schal pay iij dokettis ; and when
ye com ayen, bryng the same bedde to the man that ye
bowt hit of and ye schal have a doket and halfe ayen,
thow hyt be broke and worne.” T  Such settled customs
and fixed prices show better than anything else the
frequency of the intercourse.

William Wey has all the conveniences for the
traveller to which we are accustomed in the present
day ; he composes mnemonics of names to learn, a
vocabulary of Greek words which it i1s important to
know, and he gives for learning by heart the same
ready-made questions which our manuals still repeat in
a less mixed language :

“ Good morrow. Calomare.
Welcome. Calosertys.
Tel me the way. Dixiximo strata.
Gyff me that. Days me tutt.
Woman haue ye goyd wyne? Geneca esse calocrasse 2
Howe moche ? Posso?”

He also sets down a table of the exchange of the
different moneys from England to Greece and Syria ;
and a programme for the employment of time, as now
very parsimoniously dealt with; he only allows
thirteen days to see everything and start back again.
Lastly, he gives a complete list of the towns to be
passed through, with the distance from one to the

t % The Itineraries of William Wey, Fellow of Eton College,
to Jerusalem, a.p. 1458 and A.p. 1462, and to Saint James of
Compostella, a.p, 1456, London 1857, Roxburghe Club, pp.
5, 6. In his first journcy Wey started from Venice with a band
of 197 pilgrims who were embarked on two galleys.
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fayne to ete of yowre owne.” It would even be
prudent to take some poultry : « Also by yow a cage
for half a dozen of hernys or chekyn to have with
yow in the galey ; 7 half a bushel of seed to feed them
must not be forgotten.! You must also have remedies,
¢ confortatyuys, laxatyuys, restoratyuys,” saffron,
pepper, spices. On arrival at a port it is well to leap
ashore one of the first, in order to get served before
others, and not to have the leavings ; this counsel
of practical selfishness often recurs. On land heed
must be taken as to the fruits: ¢ beware of dyuerse
frutys, for they be not acordyng to youre c:{mip]exioun,
and they gender a blody fluxe, and yf an Englyschman
haue that sykenes hyt ys a maruel and scape hyt but he
dye thereof.” Once in Palestine, attention must be
given to the robbers; if you don’t think of it the
Saracens will come and talk familiarly with you, and,
under favour of conversation, will rob you; ‘ Also

take goyd hede of yowre knyves and other smal.

thynges that ye ber apon yow, for the Sarsenes wyl go
talkyng wyth yow and make goyd chere, but they wyl
stele fro yow that ye haue and they may.” At Jafla
you must not forget to get first, in order to have the
best donkey, « Also when ye schal take yowre asse at
port Jaffe, be not to longe behynde yowre felowys ; for
and ye com by tyme ye may chese the beste mule, other
asse, for ye schal pay no more fore the best then fer
the worst. And ye must yeve youre asman curtesy a
grot.”2 This last recommendation shows the high

t % A good preuysyoun,” ““Itineraries,” pp. 5, 6.
2 [bid. The same scramble for asscs is going on cven now In
Palestine and Egypt.
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at certain places they meet officers entrusted with the
permit of the * Soudan,” as to all affairs concerning
foreigners. These officers are called “consulles.” They
find European merchants established and doing much
trade in the port of the infidel ; they have, in fact,
nothing to fear seriously but the local wars, about
which they were pretty sure to get timely information,
and calamitous encounters at sea. William Weyand his
companions learn with much uneasiness on their return
that a Turkish fleest with dubious purpose 1s ready to
quit Constantinople, but happily they do not mest it.

It 1s interesting to compare the experiences of both
troops of pilgrims, the French and the English; very
often they are similar. The lord of Anglure got into
Jerusalem very easily, and with the proper authorization:
“ Shortly after, we started thence on foot, and with the
license of the lieutenant of the Sultan we entered the
holy city of Jerusalem at the hour of vespers, and
were all received and lodged in the hospital where it 1s
customary now for pilgrims to stay.” They travel by
land without much difficulty from Palestine to Egypt,
and go down the Nile, a large river, where “ live several
serpents called cokatrices,” otherwise crocodiles; which
river ““comes from Paradise.” There only they have a
rather narrow escape, being attacked in their boat by
‘“ Arab robbers,” and some of their troop are wounded
with arrows, but none is killed. They were at that
time returning from a visit to the hermitage where “ St.
Anthony and his little pig ” had lived.

It is needless to say that, if Rome was full of relics,
there was no want of them in Jerusalem. All the
places named in the Gospel seem to have been identified
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in its essential elements identical with the Parliament
which prepared the statutes of the kingdom under the
last Plantagenet princes. In the fourteenth century,
whatever some thinkers, too much affected by the glory
of Simon de Montfort and of St. Louis, may have said,
humanity was not stopped on its way. There needs no
other proof of this than the host of truly modern ideas
which were spread throughout society ; among the
upper class under the influence of a higher education
and larger intercourse with foreign countries ; among
the lower class through the effects of long experience
of common abuses ; ideas made popular and rendered
practical by the nomades—ignorant workmen, single-
hearted preachers. All those unreasonable freaks, all
the madnesses of the religious spirit, those incessant
revolts and follies which have been remarked, would
make men discontented with false and dangerous thoughts
and sentiments, which it was necessary to push to an
extreme in order to become unbearable and be rejected.

On a number of similar points, whether he were the
partizan or the object of reform, as working man or as
pardoner, whether he were an unconscious instrument
or not, the wanderer will always have much to teach
whoever will question him. For good or evil it may
be said that the wanderers acted as “microbes” in
medizval history, a numerous, scarcely visible, power-
ful host. They will perhaps tell the secret of almost
incomprehensible transformations, which might have
seemed to necessitate a total overturn, like that which
took place in France at the end of the last century, a
new or rather a first contrat social. England, for many
reasons, has not required this ; one among those reasons
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