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10Z. a year to a soldier, nor 15/ to one who had borne office
under the rank of lieutenant, nor 207 to any that bhad served as

YTdem, sec. 4. lieutenant.  Soldiers on landing were to be relieved by the
counties through which they passed until they reached the place
where they were chargeable. This was the place where they had
been pressed, or if not pressed, the place where they had been
abiding three years before they entered the service, or the place
of birth, at their election, and those who begged were to forfeit
their pensions, which the justices had the power to revoke. Any
surplug of the rates to go in aid of the poor rates, and the Act
was to exist only to the end of the next session.

Some provision however, was necessary for those who had
plots.. April s, immediate need, and accordingly we find an “ Order in the
]EIJ';.I.L.- voi.2bh | ¢ House of Lords that—a contribution towards the relief of
Ex.11% 00340 ¢ maimed soldiers from France of 40s. on archbishops, mar-

“ quesses, earls, and viscounts ; 30s. on bishops ; 20s. on barons,
“ having been collected and paid for their better relief, as the
“ soldiers are many,~—those peers who are absent should be re-
“ quired to pay double the contribution which they would have
“ paid if present, and those absent most of the time one third
“ more, the Commons having done the like.,” (Draft corrected
by Burghley; there is another draft omitting the proviso for
those only partially absent.)

The new Act seems to have met with little favour in the
counties; in fact the system of carrying it out was very like that
until recently administered by the guardians under the poor laws;
each county or city attempting to evade the impost by removing
the disabled men from one to the other on various pretexts,
causing continual appeals from both soldiers and justices to the
Council to settle the questions in dispute. In 1593 or 1594 there

1903¢ April7. was a “memorial of an order to be taken for poor soldiers on com-

B s plaint that the late statute for their maintenance is not -

Ex.2%, ¢ p. 3% ¢ formed in most counties. That the justices send them from
¢ the place where they were impressed to the place where they
“ were born, and vice versa, and refuse to sign their certificates,
“ go that they become vagabonds, and the Queen is troubled
“ whenever she takes the air with these miserable creatures;
“ also that not three counties have certified as required the
“ amount of their general collection for soldiers.”

Thereupon the Council determined to take the initiative, their

mode of procedure being best explained by inserting an extract

16247 from the “ Forms of Council Warrants of doubtful date, but

1,vol.1so. collected in 1624.” The original document from which it was

"® copied shows evidence of a much earlier date, being most pro-
bably co-existent with the first statute on the subject.

el “ After our hearty commendaCons, the
L ‘ bearer hereof, A.B., being lately returned
« Soldier.” “ of ye low countries, hath presented unto

. ¢ us his humble petition, and (also ?) divers
“ certificates under the hands of

“ and as speciall testimonialls of
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lately seen the lands and revenues of these charities sequestered,
for we find “a license to erect a hospital in Buckingham for
% 36 maimed unmarried soldiers dwelling in the town or three
“ hundreds of co. Bucks, and to purchase lands for their main-
% tenance not exceeding 200/ a year.”

By the year 1599, the system inaugurated by the statutes
would appear to have been fairly in operation, for we then find
¢ Papers—the accounts of Francis Gavell, treasurer for maimed
“ soldiers in eleven hundreds of Surrey West, showing pensions
“ to soldiers at rates from 2/, to 4/ a year,”

In the last parliament of Elizabeth (7th Oectober 1601 to
29th December 1601) a new statute * for the necessarie reliefe of
¢ souldiers and mariners ™ was enacted. It repeals the previous
Acts 35 Eliz. c. 4, and 39 Eliz. c. 21, reciting “ And foras-
“ muche as it is now found more needfull than it was at the
“ makinge of the said Acts to provide reliefe and maintenance
“ to souldiers and marriners that have lost their lymmes and
“ disabled their bodies in the defence and service of Her
¢ Majestie and the State, in respecte the number of the saide
“ souldiers is soe muche the greater by how much Her Majestie’s
¢ just and honorable defensive warrs are increased,” &e.: Be it
enacted, &e.—the succeeding clauses, reviving all the provisions
of the previous Acts but in a more full and particular manner,
and increasing the maximum contribution from the parishes to
104. instead of 84, -

As this Act was not to take effect until after the Easter follow-
ing it became necessary to continue the previous statutes for the
period intervening between the close of the session in December,
when they would have expired, and the time when the new Act
came intq force alter Easter, and this was accordingly done by
43 Eliz. ¢. 9.8 3.

The first notice of pensions in the reign of James I iz in * the
¢ poor men’s petition to their king,” for uniformity in religion,
provision for soldiers, &c., which shows that even at this carly
period this was a question of some importance.

Nothing however was done except to continue the Aect
43 Eliz. ¢. 3, in the first parliament called together by that
monarch, :

In some papers evidently compiled during Lord Salisbury’s
treasurership there is a “list of pensions granted to poor men
“ and maimed soldiers,” 1608-1612, and in a letter to the same
nobleman Sir Robert Yaxley requests “an appointment to the
“ hospital at Leicester for poor soldiers, and also a loan of 1004,
“ for which the Duke of York will stand security.”

In 1619 there was a “petition from William Wyatt to the
‘¢ King, for relief as a maimed soldier from the county of Oxford :
“ will clse be left to the common charity of England, which is
¢ God help thee” Pleads the King's promise to him at Wood-
“ stock ¢ Thou shalt not be wronged.” With reference thereon
= .lhe justices for peace of Oxfordshire, recommending the
“ petitioner if his tale prove true.” TInreply the justices informed
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the Back Stairs), the former contributing 1,300 (incorreetly
deseribed in some publications as 13,0007), and the latter 1,000,
and that the design was supported by the frequent insertion
in the London Gazette of paragraphs such as * Since his Majesty
“ hath been pleased to lay the first stone, the nobility have
“ contributed largely”; and later, “ Great sums of money are
¢ being liberally contributed towards the erection of the hospital
“ for maimed and decayed officers and soldiers,” yet funds
from this source came in slowly, the total amount of all voluntary
contributions, in addition to the two mentioned, being only
2,374l, to which the king added a sum of 6,787/ 4s. nﬂ%d., an
unapplied balance of Secret Service Money.

he design for the hospital having been entered on with such
slender resources as these, it soon became necessary to devise
new means of raising funds. This was a work of no little
difficulty at a time when the House of Commons frequently
refused supplies for the army, and had even passed a resolution
declaring it illegal to raise money in anticipation of any grants to
be made to the King. Recourse was had to the clergy, but the
attempt failed, as appears by the following letters, one from the
king to Archbishop é:ancroft, and the other from the Archbishep
of York, the originals of which are in the Bodleian Library.

(No date, but may be taken as Oect. 1684.)

Having often times wth great grief observ’d y* many of or
loial subjects, who formerly took up arms for us, or roial father
of blessed memory, to resist that torrent of prosperous rebellion,
weh at last overturn’d this monarchy, & Church, or who after-
ward followed us into forain countries wd we were driven hence
are now by old age, or wounds or other accidents befalling them
in yt service, & disabling them for all other, reduc’d to =o
extreme poverty, yt some of them have been forc’d to beg bread.
And farther foreseeing, yt in orf guards & standing garrisons, &
other of our forces, necessary to be kept on foot for the safety of
o* roial pson, & governm’t there will be many from time to time,
who by reason of age, or sickness, or other disabilities will
become unfitt to be continued in or sernice & pay & so
unavoidably fall under the same miserable circumstances wth ye
former : We therfore, out of a tender, & deep compassion of ye
sad & deplorable condition of so many loial & brave men &
being desirous (as much as in us lies) to remove this also among
other discouragem!® web else may hinder even men of cou
from entring into this kind of service to y¢ Crown; have upon
mature consideration of y¢ best means, & methods of attaining so
good an end, resolv’d to found & erect at Chelsey (in a place
very proper for such a design) a perpetual hospital; in weh more
than 400 aged or otherwise disabled soldiers may at "present,
(& so successively y° same number for ever) be lodged &
supplied wth ye necessary supports of life suitable to their
respective conditions. In y® beginning & carrying on of wek go
pious, & charitable a work we have of or own roial bounty
already expended great suims of money, as by y¢ goodly fabrick
& to y* purpose in great part erected is visible to all beholders,
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custom prevailed of issuing pay to the troops long after it had
become due. To remedy the inconvenience caused by the delay,
he made a private arrangement with the troops the following
year, under which they should receive a portion of their pay
under the head of *subsistence” every week, and the balance
after the next muster. In return for this accommodation he
became entitled to deduct for his own use 124 out of every
pound issued. To enable him to meet these engagements he
raised money on his own private credit in account with various
London bankers, and the arrangement is thus deseribed in
Pepys’ Diary, 16 Jan, 1666-7 :—

% Sir Stephen Fox told me his whole mystery in the business
“ of the interest he pays as treasurer for 1%1& army. They give
“ him 12d. per pound quite through the army, with condition to
“ be paid weekly. This he undertakes for his own private
¢ credit, and to be paid by the King at the end of every four
“ months. If the King pay him not at the end of every four
“ months, then, for all the time he stays longer, my lord
“ treasurer allows him by agreement eight per cent. per annum
¢ for the forbearanece. So that, in fine, he hath about 12
« per cent. from the King and the army, for fifieen or sixteen
“ months interest, out of which he gains soundly, his expense
“ being about £130,000 per annum.”

This arrangement appears to have given great satisfaction to
the troops, and it was doubtless a very profitable one for the
paymaster-general, but after enduring for 18 years it was
abandoned by him * by reason of the difficulties of the revenue.”
The king thereupon issued a royal warrant, recogunising the
“ absolute necessity of constant and steady payment of the
“ troops,” and directing that the muster rolls be completely paid
off before the end of the succeeding muster, and that in return
for such regular payment the deduction of 12d. in the pound be
continued, The money realized by this deduction was to be
applied in the following way: one third towards payment of
exchequer fees and paymaster’s expenses, and two thirds towards
lessening the expenses of the forces,

To carry on the erection of Chelsea Hospital the king was
induced soon afterwards to vary the application of the money
thus saved from the pay of the troops, which he did by letters of
Privy Seal, dated 17 May 1683, whereby one third of the
poundage so deducted was directed to be devoted to this service,
to take effect from I January 1680-1, the retrospective operation
affording a considerable sum for immediate expenditure. In the
SIJ.CCEE'IF]IDE year, by warrant dated 17 March 1683, it was ordered
that on the occasion of sale of officers commissions both buyer
and seller should each pay for this purpose 12d. out of every
pound which changed hands; and by another warrant under
date 17 June 1684 a deduction of a day’s pay was ordered to be
made from the annual allowance to every officer and soldier.
The funds thus provided being still insufficient, the proportion of
one third of the poundage on pay of the troops was increased to
two thirds from 1 January 1685-6, and finally the whole of the
poundage, after deducting exchequer fees and the expenses of the
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The preparation of this Return, embracing the statistics of 167
years, has involved the expenditure of much time and labour.
Care has been taken, while making the result clear and simple, to
indicate the various sources from which the materials have been
derived, with the view of facilitating reference to the original
records, if considered desirable. In explanation of the ecircum-
stance that the information is not carried later than the year 1847,
it should be stated that by Act of Parliament all deductions
from the pay and pensions of soldiers ceased in that year, the
later support of the hospital having been mainly derived from
funds directly voted for the purpose by Parliament.

The figures here given have been for the most part procured
from the “Declared Accounts of Chelsea Huspitj:‘" dpepaaited,
with other Audit Office papers, in the Public Record Office. U
to the year 1778 the originals appear in the old style of engmswg
writing and Roman numerals, rendering their decipherment at
the present day doubly difficult and tedions. But from that time
downwards Italian writing and figures are found in use. Another
difficulty was caused by the fact that all the records prior to
1827 (when books became adopted for the purpose) were found
in rolls of parchment, composed of several sheets stitched together.
From the year 1836 to the present time the records are found,
not in the Public Record Office, but in the office of the Pay-
master-General at Whitehall.

The existing rolls, dating from 1680 to 1778, constitute, with
one slight gap, an unbroken series. They bear the record of
having been duly examined and passed by the “ Auditors of Im-
prest” (a body merged in the “ Audit Office ” in 1785), and they
were, moreover, declared upon oath by the accountant before
three of the Barons of Exchequer. The exception to their
completeness oceurs in the case of the “ final account of the Earl
of Lincoln” for six months to 24 June 1720, the absence of
which wasinquired into by the Commissioners of Public Aecounts,

s, but without effect. From 1778 to 1784, they were not separately

filed but mixed up with accounts of army services generally;
from the latter year they are found to resume their previous
separate form.

The whole df the information supplied in this Return was not
obtainable at every stage from the rolls, and search in other
directions became necessary. Notwithstanding the utmost labour
in this way a few links here and there are still missing; the
figures in these cases have been carefully calculated on reliable
bases, which will be described later,

It will be seen that sums of money, amounting to nearly siz
millions of pounds, were deducted from the pay of the army;
nearly two and a quarter millions from the pensions of discharged
soldiers; and that a sum of more than kalf a million of pounds
was drawn from the fund of Unclaimed Prize Money. These
three items, the moneys of the soldiers themselves, make up a
total of eight and three quarters millions of pounds, to which must
be added the principal and interest of legacies to the hospital,
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this examinagon, to be made at such times as they shall think
proper, and in such manner as they shall judge for ye service,
and most conducive to the satisfaction of the publick in the
reasonableness of the expence weh. shall thereupon be thought
necessary to be continued for the future. And that it be
recomended to them to dismiss from y® penton all persons who
do not appeare, except such as shall satisfye them by certificates
that they are disabled by sickness or wounds, and all such who
shall not in the strictest sense not only be duly qualifyed, but
whom they shall judge not deserving of Her Mats bounty.
“ And that they likewise carefully examine if any of ye out-
pentoners have since their first admission been advanced to any
higher allowances,’to the end they may be reduced to the foot
upon weh they were admitted, and that they make a particular
list of all persons who have been entertained as out-penconers,
upon a significaton of Her Mats pleasure by ire from the S&try-
at-War or otherwise, without any examination with their re-
spective allowances, that such further directions may be given
therein as your Lordp shall think fit.
“ And that they do by proper lists, to be laid before your Lordp,
distinguish web of the out-pen€oners who, after the said examina-
tion, shall be found duly qualifyed, yet appear to them by their
recovery of their wounds or otherwise to be in any condi€on of
gupporting themselves, and which of y® seem to be wholy
incapable of subsisting without Her Majt* bounty, that untill a
sufficient fund can be setled for all who have by their services
deserved to be provided for the most necessituous may be made
the first objects of Her Mats bounty, and that the Com™ may in
the meantime have directions to admitt such persons, y* many of
them who are now come from abroad wtb their wounds upon y™
may not perish in the streets, the proposal of ordering the agents
of ye respective regts to subsist y™ long afier they have been
discharged seeming to me not very reasonable, the fund web only
can be supposed to supgljr that charge bﬂinf all the officers are
allowed for recruits, and many of the invalids coming from regts
now disbanded cannot be relieved by this proposal; but being
informed that many are discharged who are well able to serve,
only to take in younger and more sightly men, who thereupon
apply to be provided for as out-penéoners, I humbly offer a stop
may be put to that practice, and that such persons may not only
be continued in the regt* wek are to be in Great Britain or
Ireland, but that all such who are found upon the present
enton may from time to time as occasion be taken as recruits
into the said reg®.
¢ I am humbly of opinion that if your Lordp approves the
proposed reviews & reduction of the allowances upon the present
establishmts to the sev! sums mentoned in the Comm?rs report that
no time should be lost in entring upon that method to begin to
lessen the expence, weh I am afraid, by reasons of debts econ-
tracted by the out-penéoners in their quarters & otherwise,
’twill be difficult to bring to an imediate reducem?, but I hope care
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“ And in order to reduce the pay, as we have already the
numbers, we humbly propose to your Lordp, that from and
after y© 24 day of June next there be no difference or distinction
made in the pay of any of y¢ invalids who shall remain in the
out-penéon, but yt each of y™ shall receive 54 per diem, and no
more.
“ And after this reduction shall be so made, to prevent the charge
thereof from increasing for the future, we likewise propese to y*
Lordp that no invalids be hercafter admitted on the out-pengon
till her Mats pleasure thereupon shall be further signified to the
L= Com®s of ye hosp! ; by these means the annual expence thereof
fri ye 24 June next will be lessened £35,200,
“ And we having already observed to y* Lordp wt money is
necessary to pay the penConers to y¢ 24th June next, so there
will be wanting from yt time £7,300 to pay y™ to Xmas fol-
lowing,
) Wegnuw take leave to ac?;}*nur Lordp yt* we have also review’d
ye hospital & ye several offices & officers thereto belonging and
invalids entertained therein, & we found y° same to be managed
wih ye oreatest economy & frugality. After we had thus review'd
the hospital, &c., we caus’'d an estimate of y® expence thereof to be
ilure us for ye¢ year 1712, weh amounted to £18,320 3s. 614d.,
for web sum there is £3,600 pd upon acct, so y* there will be
want to compleat yt year’s gervice £9,720 3s. 6}d.
“ And there will be also wanting to pay y® s? hospital for this
present year 1713 the sum of £13,320 3s. 61d, & likewise the
furthr sum of £3,186 bs. 0d. for y° necessary repairs of ye
hospital according to an estimate delivered to y¢ Lds Comrs
thereof, & signd by the Survey™-Gen! of Her Mats Works, &
wel we think very necessary to be done, y© said hospital being
very much decay’d for want thereof.
% And since we have made these reductions as to the numbers
& pay of the out-pentoners before mentioned, we cannot omitt
offering it to your Lordp as our opinion that for the future when
any demand shall be made for any sum or sums of money for the
paymts of the said hospital or out-pentoners thereof, the same be
made to your Lordp by an estimate prepared and signed by the
Lds Com?® of the hospl, & that any time hereafter when money
shall be ordered for the purposes afore-menéoned their Lorips
shall direct the applica€on thereof, and that the person or persons
so distributing the same do render an acct thereof from time to
time to the Lords Comrs of y¢ said hospital.
“ We further take leave to acquaint your Lordp that there are
sev! of ye pentoners who have not yet appeared, occasioned by the
great distance they were at when sumoned to attend, & who are
now discontinued the penéon till they shall appeare before us
& be examined according to the rules already laid down for ye
purpose.
% After we had made the sevl reductions of the numbers and pay
of the out-pentoners, we proceeded to form an establishment for
the expence of the hospital, & have accordingly prepared the
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the same Commissioners, who declare under their hands, they
were sensible of all this in July last, very soon forgot their good
intentions; and in November following, without any previous
examination or reduction, certific the whole number to’be living,
and give a positive order for paying them, or such persons for
them, as should have letters of attorney for that purpose: And

as to that allegation, that the draughts from the pensioners to
do duty in garison upon the demise of the Queen, prevented the .

re-examination; it seems unintelligible how the appearing of
1,200 men upon a proper and useful oceasion, which was indeed
a review of so many, should obstruet or retard the examination
of the rest; besides, as Mr. How observes, these books, with such
ample certificates, were sent to him not till November following
after all the draughts were dismissed ; and instead of any notice
to stop payment in expectation of this re-examination, Mr.
Crisp in his letter to Mr. How presses, that the payment might
not meet with any delay. Many more observations might be
drawn from the memorial, the C{Immissinners’ answer, and the
reply ; but they being all annexed, we beg leave to refer to
them, and to pmceeg in giving Your Majesty an account of
what further occurr’d to us during this examination,

“ The pay-books being made up in so loose and unwarrantable a
manner, and it appearing by the Queen’s instructions to the
Commissioners, that no pensioners were to be admitted, but by
warrant signed by the Commissioners upon proper certificates,
and a due examination by the Commissioners in person, and
that by the sixth article of the said instructions (copies of the
said warrants, expressing the particulars of examination, and
reason of such invalids’ admission, are to be entred in a book to
be kept for that purpoese) Mr. Crisp was ordered to lay before
the lords the original books from whence the pay-books were
supposed to be transeribed : In compliance with this order, Mr.
Crisp presented to the Lords of the Committee six books, three
signed joyntly by Mr. Englis, the surgeon-general, and M.
Nodes, his mate ; and three signed by Mr. Nodes only; and a
seventh paper signed by nobody. ;

“ These books, signed only in this manner, which were delivered
as the foundation and vouchers for the pay-books, and the
original books of the college, appear at first view to be defective
in the most material part, and cannot be allowed to be of any
authority, not being signed by any one Commissioner, whereas
by the Commission under the Great Seal, and the instructions
thereto annexed, they ought to have been signed by five commig-
sioners; it is necessary to observe here, that upon constituting
the present Commissioners and forming these instructions, a
areat reformation of supposed abuses in the college was set on
foet, and the number of out-pensioners, which was then betwixt

* 3 and 4,000, was thought so excessive, that a general examina-

tion of all the out-pensioners was ordered to be taken by these
Connissioners, who dismissed 1,882 as Leing admitted without
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“ The fifth book is a list of 253, signed by Mr. Englis and
Myr. Nodes, which were men reduced from the 12 invalid com-
panies; and it must be observed that the Commissioners in
their answer reckoned these 300 men.

“ These five books together contain 5,551 men, and are all that
are pretended to have been admitted since the number was
reduced to 1,719, which together make but 7,270, and is short
of the number entred upon the pay-book by 1839. To supply
this defect, there is a book signeg by Mr. Nodes, contain
1,772 men, which leave still 67 men upon the pay-book, for whi
there is not the least pretence of any sort of admission. But as
to this last number of 1,772 men, there is something very unin-
telligible in this part of the account, and that requires farther
explanation ; Mr. Nodes, who signed this book, did upon his
oath declare, that it did contain the list of the men, who upon the
first general examination were allowed to remain as duly quali-
fied ; and in a paper which he delivered in the day after he was
sworn, upon recollection, for his own justification, he asserts to
the same effect; If this be true, these men, or so many of them
at least, are the same as the 1,719 so often mentioned, and are
not to be reckoned again ; which leaves the deficiency still of
the number entred upon the pay-bhook: of above 1,800 men.
But it must not be forgot that Mr. Crisp at the same time deli-
vered a list of names amounting to 1,715, at the end of which
are these words: ¢ The several men afore-mentioned, whose re-
¢ giments are affixed against their names, were continued on the
¢ pension upon the examination of all the out-pensioners in the
“ beginning of the year 1713.” Which must be understood of the
same men that Mr, Nodes swears are contained in his book ; but
upon examination and comparison of the lists, few or none of
the names are found to be the same ; How this is to be recon-
ciled is hard to determine, but ’tis certain if they had been the
same they were not to be twice reckon’d; as they are not the
same, one of the lists can be nothing but a number of fictitious
names, set down upon this occasion, to make up a number as
near as they could in this surprize equal to the numbers which
the Commissioners had certified to be alive and duly qualified,
and had accordingly directed should be paid. .

“ And that this was most probably the case may be reasonably
concluded, because Mr. Nodes did upon his oath confess, that this
whole book of 1,772 men was transcribed from loose papers since
this enquiry, and sign’d by him, bat the same day that it was
delivered into this Committee; and Mr. Nodes being asked where
those loose papers were from whence he transcribed these names,
he said, he thought they were now of no further use, and that he
had cancelled and destroyed several of them during this present
examination, By these observations it sufficiently appears that
these books which were produced as vouchers to the pay-books,
were in a great measure made and prepared after the pay-
books were transmitted to the paymaster, that the number of
out-pensioners was encreased from 1,719 to 9,109 without any
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In 1643 he was appointed one of the Assembly of Divines, but
refused to take the covenant, and a copy of a letter he had written
to Archbishop Usher, giving his reasons for that step, having
been treacherously ecarried to the House of Commons, he was
judged to be a spy, and was seized and committed to Peter House
Prison, Aldersgate, and his rectories taken away. He remained
in confinement until March 1644, when, after much supplication,
he was permitted to return to Chelsea College, where he died
April 17th, 1645, being, in compliance with his will, buried in
the chancel of Lambeth Church.

A controversy then ensued about the college itself, and costl
suits were commenced between the Liord Mounson, who h
married the widow of the Earl of Nottingham, and the then
provost thereof (Dr. Samuel Wilkinson, fourth provest) about the
title to the very land on which the college was situated, and from

Chancery, B. & A. & perusal of the papers connected with these trusts, it is evident

MohisT, 0. that about the year 1647, at the height of the Civil War, the
whole institution bad fallen into utter decay. There were not
fellows encugh to continue the corporation, disputes arose as to the
right of occupancy of the building itself, as well as to the posses-
sion of the books of the ]ibrary,E and finally the whole reverted
to the Crown.

On 29th September 1651, a minute appears on the order book
of the Council of State, directing that it be referred to the com-
mittee for prisoners, whether Chelsea College belongs to the
State or to particular persons, “if to the State, they are to make
“ use of it; if to particular persons, they are 1o treat with them,
“ that it may be made use of for the accommodation of some of

Augmentation  ¢¢ the Scots prisoners;” and subsequently, in May 1652, a com-
ﬂ!ﬂﬁ'ﬂ.- 1052,  mission, ordered by the House of Commons in virtue of an Act
idx, No. 8, .

for * the sale of honors, manors, and lands heretofore belonging
“ to the King, Queen, and Prince,” proceeded to Chelsea to
inquire into the state and tenure of the college and lands. By
their report it appears that there was at that time in all 28 acres
of land, which together with the building, stated to have been
130 feet long by 33 feet deep, they valued at 671 2s. 84. per
annum, and represented that * the foundation of the college, by
 the discontinuance of the corporation, being determined, and
““ the aforesaid premises not being employed to the uses they
“ were given, wee conceive the same to be in the present posses-
% gion of the Commonwealth, which we leave to further con-
“ sideration.”

Under the Commonwealth the bui]dinF was used as a prison,
for a minute appears on the order book of the Council of State,

#Tir, Richard Baneroft, Archhishop of Gauterhurg. who had been Bishop of London
in 1597, and who in 1604 took a prominent part in the Hampton Court Conference
between the Established Church and the Puritans, which led to a new translation of
the Bible, died in 1610, and by his will, bearing date 28th October, bequeathed a large
“ gtudy of books”™ to Chelsea College, if it should be erected within six years then
ensuing, otherwise to the public li of the University of Cambridge ; and accord-
ingly in 1645 a petition was presented to Parliament by the said Unjvmﬂtyilfurnﬁng,
that as the college at Chelsea had not yet after so many years been erected, the books
should therefore be adjudged to be]ung to the University, which was granted about
November 1647, Cole's Collections, Cambridge, British Museum, p. 112.
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though how this end was to be thereby attained, or to what im-
mediate purpose their new possession was to be applied, does not
anf'where appear. Subsequently they found the whole not only
of little value, but a source of continual annoyance and trouble to
them, so that on January 11th 1681-2 the Council entered a minute
on their Pruceedings, sanctioning the sale of the whole ¥
to the King through Sir Stephen Fox, one of the Lﬂrﬂgm the
Treasury, for the use of the hospital, for the sum of 1,300L ready
money ; and small as this sum now appears, and even was at that
time, for such an estate, yet the Council were so well pleased that
they voted their thanks to their president for the service rendered
to the society in thus disposing of their property.

Thus finally terminated the college of King James, not a
remnant of which is now to be traced, unless it be in the base-
ment story of part of the south-west wing, at present oceupied by
the chaplain, As far as it is possible to ascertain, the building
must have stood about that spot, while there is a structural differ-
ence in this part of the present hospital, which strongly favours
the conclusion that the walls formed part of the old college; but
though the building and corporation have long since passed
away, the name still clings pertinaciously to the spot, the term
“ college ” being that by which the old pensioners always prefer
to designate the establishment, and indeed the name by which
the place is commonly known in the neighbourhood.

Other lands were purchased in 1682, containing about 20
acres, from Lord Cheyne, at a cost of 1,100/ ; and in 1685 a plot
of 8 acres, on the south and south-west sides of the building, from
Mr. William Green for 5501

Of the remaining portions of what now constitutes the hospital
estate the following notice may suffice :—

The Royal Avenue, leading from the hospital premizes to the
King’s Road, is traced in a very early record of the ¢ tredr’ of the
hospital thus: —¢ Paid to Thomas Hill, mason, for materials and
“ work done, next the King’s private road,” between March
1692 and March 1694; also to Matthew Banks, carpenter, for
“ setting upp posts and rails at each end of the crosse roads
¢ leading to the King’s private road,” during same period; and
to Morris Emmett, bricklayer, in 1692 and 1693, for making a
new wall next the King’s Road. The avenue was made partly
through Chelsea glebe, and partly through common; for the
former the Commissioners paid rent, at 3. per annum from
Michaelmas 1694, The Chelsea Tithes on their other lands
acquired from time to time had at the same date increased to
157, 9s. per annum,—and these two payments “ Tithes and Rent,”
amounting together to 181 9s. being afterwards inserted in the
accounts as * Tithes, &e.,” and eventually as * Tithes ” alone, led,
on a claim being made for ¢ Rent,” to a complicated lseﬁl corre-
spondence from 1824 to 1871, when the discovery of the early
accounts of the Hospital at the Public Record Office elucidated
the matter, and showed that at the very time the dispute arose,
and for many years later, (from 1824 to 1846, when the Tithe
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owing to the disturbances in that country. Much of this land
reverted to the hospital by purchase at a later time.

The places of amusement known as the Rotunda and Ranelagh
Gardens came into existence in this way.

Richard Earl of Ranelagh died in 1712, and in 17380 an Aet
of Parliament vested his estates in the hands of Trustees.
Chelsea Journal. About this time, Lacey, patentee of Drury Lane Theatre, pro-
jected a plan of public gardens on the estate. His design was
hampered by such oppesition from Chelsca Hospital that the
Rotunda was not built until 1740, and not opened as a place of
public entertainment until 5th April 1742, It continued to be
Lyson's Environs a place of fashionable resort until 1803, when ¢ a grand ball was
: “ given by the Knights of the Bath, and a gala of uncommon
“ splendour held in the Rotunda;” shortly after which, fashion
appears to have rapidly deserted the gardens, as they were never
opened as a place of entertainment after 8th July 1803. In
September 1805 an order was made for the taking down of the
Ranelagh House and Rotunda. The organ, built by Byfield,
was purchased for the church of Tetbury, in Gloucestershire, and
;:he site was shortly afterwards offe to be let on building
eases.

R YA The hospital lost for a time the possession of another part of
: its lands in consequence of a lease of 4} acres (situated on the
south-west side) granted by authority of Letters Patent in 1690
to William Jephson, Secretary to the Treasury, at an annual
Appendix No. 3. rent of 91 This holding passed successively through the hands
of Edward Russell, Earl of Orford SExtinct), Sir Richard Gough,
Mr. Thomas Ripley, Sir Robert Walpole (created Earl of Orford
in 1741), Earl of Dunmore, Mr, Auﬁere, and Lord Yarborough.
In 1809 it was in the possession of the last-named nobleman, and
being required as a site for a new infirmary, the Crown re-
deemed his lease for the unexpired term of 17 years, gave a
portion of the land to the hospital for its infirmary, and re-leased
the remainder to Colonel, afterwards Sir Willoughby Gordon,
Page 08, This transaction is more fully explained in another place.

The acquisitions of land already described were all made in the
name of the Crown, but all later purchases were conveyed direct
to the authorities of the hospital, ;

In 1742 the Commissioners began to recover by purchase
the land which had been conveyed to Lord Ranelagh. In that
year they acquired a lot of four acres for 4617 5s. (the annual
payment of 57, formerly mentioned, being then determined), and
by a strange coincidence the purchase money was obtained from

_ a legacy left by Lord Ranelagh for the benefit of the hospital.
Sractioned by In 1826 they purchased from the trustees of the estate another
plot of 6 acres 3 roods and 8 perches for 9,000., supplied from

a legacy left to the hospital by Colonel Drouly. In 1843 the

same legacy enabled them to obtain other plots (then in the pos-

Sanctioned by session of the Grand Junction Waterworks Company), containing
4 acres and 13 perches, the price being 11,970, beth purchases
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* If you inguir you will find a great part of that monny lise in too men’s
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to swaie the kingdom, that can asist if one an army be set on
against you. I know not his heart, but all peple conclud
trecherous in all his counsell, that the seling of Dunkerk and thi
warre hath binne wholly agitated by him "home all peple mortaly
hat, and hope to see his Duncark house levell with the ground ere
long. The truth is Yor Majesty hath to much confilen¢ in him and
some otheres which doe only indevour to ingrose all theier ow:
hands, and car not whether you sink or swim. There was never
such great taxes upon this nation, nor surly never a King more
cheted, for all peple ar unsatisfid so much as the soulders ar cheted
of part that you alow, and not only the comon but the nerest unto
you, which ought to be chireshed by you, for indeed they ar yor life,
for if they faile you arve no longer King. Wherfor I beseech yor
Ma’ty to look a littil better to things of such great conscerne. Wﬁ
Your M3ty was restored to yof kingdom all persons of quallity did
indever to rid in the Gard, but now how is it thind of those persons,
Ther was and is still such sordid abuses put upon them by theire
oficers, which disgrace inflicts upon Yor Mdy ; there is noe jentman
in y® Gard but hath relation to loiall fammilis, soe that in them all y

freinds are hily disobledged, and youn will find that if any ocasion be,
ye—* Lord Garet will not find ten men that will be commanded by
him, he doth daily put such abuses upon them. These are real truths.
Out of the mony wch you alow there is generall deduction, first to
ye capt., then to ye clark, weh helps to cheat the whole 1p, R0
that I p'sceve those that will not fight against you will hardly fight
at all if ocation be; and if please Yor Majesty it is fitt you should
remember that most of ye jentry by theire luin{lﬁr have impoverisht

themselves and postteritys. Then yon com with an act of oblivon
wech bindes them from proseecuting their perscecuters, so that you
must belive this hardons there hearts ; we may belive mu intend
well, but ye life of ye law is ye execution thereof. You have raised
a great dele of mony for y¢ relife of ye injedent oficers, but you never
caused them to have it, we causeth a great heart burning ; and what
say most people, who would be a soulds? he ventures his life and
fortune for nothing but blowe; for if he spends his estate and limbs
he may perish for want, as many have don senc you came to y* own.
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hands yet, soe all people are unsatisfid ; hons houlders pay and
souldiers are unpaid. Yo~ nation finds that you car not what becoms
of them, soe you have your pleasure; you think not of the sights
and grons your poor subjects uter, but I doupt they will not be
subjects long ; theire pacienc hath binn upon ye tenter houks a
great while, but now they see they ar forgotten. They did not
expeet that you should repare every man’s lose, but they would have
binn thank%ll for what laie in yo® power ; but instead of ptfering
them and giveing them places you have preferd those that would
have cut yof throat, and will doe so still if an opertunnyty ofer.
It is very strang that you will suffer the oficers of ye Gards to abuse
you so much as they doe, for it all lits upon the King's back; for
when jentle men speak theire agrivancs it is said, why do nc '
mak yor adres to the King ¥  Why, truly, say they, ther is a com,
about the King that will not lett him heare anything that may al

his countinane from looking plesant upon them ; whi . . . . theyer
turnes are served they will not tell him that ye nation are redie with
every puf of wind to rise up in armes because of y opreshtion that
is laid upon them ; nor that there is a great many worth jen .
in ye Garde, and men that ar able to do you good servis in time of
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profitts, & advantages to the ptmisses, or any part thereof, belonging
or appteyning, with their and every of their appurten®nes whatsoever,
and the reveréon and rever&ons, remainder and remainders thereof, and
all rent and rents reserved upon any grant or grants, demise or demises,
on record or not on record, made of the p*misses, or of any part or
pareell of them ; and alsoe all the estate, right, title, interest, property,
claime, & demand whatsoever of them, the said Charles Lord Cheyne
& William Cheyne, of, in, or to the same, or any part or parcell thereof,
in as large & ample manner, to all intents & purposes whatsoever, as
they or either of them cann or lawfully may grant the same, to have
and to hold the p'misses and every part and parcell thereof hereby
granted, bargained, and sold, or mengoned to be hereby granted, bar-
gained, & sold, with their and every of their rights, members, & appur-
ten*nce, unto His said most Execellent Matie, his heires & suceessors,
to the onely use and behoofe of His said Matie, his heires and succes-
sors for ever ; and the said Charles Lord Cheyne & William Cheyne doe
for themselves severally, and not joyntly one for another, their severall
& respective heires, executors, and adm®™, covenant, promise, & grant
to and with His said Mati, his heires & successors, that they the said
Charles Lord Cheyne and William Cheyne, or one of them, notwith-
standing any act, matter, or thing, by them or either of them done att
the time of thensealing and delivery of these pfsents, have or one of
them hath a perfect, absolute, & ingafenzable estate of inheritance of
all and singular the before granted p'misses, and every part and pareell
thereof ; and that His said Matie, his heires and successors, shall and may
from time to time hereafter peaceably & quietly have, hold, and enjoy the
said p'misses, with their and every of their rights, members, & appur-
ten*nes to His said Mati* owne proper use and behoofe, his heirves &
successors, forever, withont any lawfull interrupéon, evicton, or dis-
turbance of them the said Charles Lord Cheyne & William Cheyne,
their heires or assignes, or any other person or persons clayming by,
from, or under them, or either of them, or by their or either of their
meanes, act, or procurement, and that free and cleere, and freely and
cleerly discharged or otherwise saved harmeless by the said Charles
Lord Cheyne, & William Cheyne, their heires, executors, & adme™, of
and from all manner of former grants, bargaines, sales, & incumbrances
whatsoever had, made, or done by the said Charles Lord Cheyne &
William Cheyne, their heires or assignes, or by any person or persons
lawfully clayming by, from, or under them or either of them. And
further, alsoe, that they the said Charles Lord Cheyne and William
Cheyne, their heires, executors, & adm®® shall & will from time to
time and at all times hereafter, for and during the space of seaven yeares
next ensueing the date of these presents, at the cost and charges in the
law of His said Matie, make, doe, & suffer all such further act or acts,
thing or things, in law whatsoever, for the better and more pfeect con-
veyance of all and singular the pmisses hereby granted unto His said
Mate, his heires & successors, by fine, recovery, or otherwise upon
record, ns by the Councell lenrned in the law of His said Matic, his
Leires & successors, shall be-reasonably advised; and alsoc that all fincs,
recoveryes, and all other assurances in law whatsoever to be made,
levied, or suffered, touching or concerning the p'misses, shall be and
enure to the onely proper use and behoofe of His said most Excellent
Matie, his heires and successors, for ever. In witness whereof the
parties first above named to these ptsents have putt their hands and
seales the day and yeare first above written,
Coell {Et memorand §d vicesimo septimo die Septembris anno
" | sufiscript prfat prhonililis Carolus dnus Cheyne venit coram
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to observe and follow such further orders, direction, and instruetion,
a5 We shall at any time or times hereafter give under Our Royal
Sign Manual relating to the said Hospital or the government thereof,
And We do hereby direct and comand that in all cases whatsoever
where any order or orders, warrant or warrants, are now or hereafter
ghall be, to be signed for the payment of any sui or suins of money for
any use or uses of the said Hospital, such warrant or warrants, order or
orders, shall be signed by You Our said Comissioners, or any five or
more of you. And We do hereby impower You or any five or more of
you to examine into the gualification of any person at present in Our
said Hospital, or upon the out pension thereof, and to discharge such
of them from any further provision as you or any five or more of you
shall judge to be not duly intituled to the same. And We do hereby
further declare Our will and pleasure to be that no person be admitted
for the future into Our said Hospital, or as an out pensioner, but by
warrant under the hands of five or more of Our said Comissioners,
which warrant shall be a sufficient authority, as well to the Commissary
for mustering them, as to the Treasurer or Eis deputy to pay to the said
out pensioners such allowance as is or shall be directed by our esta-
blishment or regulation in that behalf. And lastly, Our will and
pleasure is, and we do hereby require and command that you Our said
Comissioners, and every of you do diligently attend the execution of
this Our Commission in all things as becometh ; and this our Comission
or the entry, inrollment, or exemplification thereof, shall be to you and
every of you a sufficient warrant and discharge in this behalf. In
witness whereof, We have caused these Our letters to be made patents.
Witness Ourself at Westminster, the eight and twentieth day of March,

in the eighth year of Our reign,
By Writt of Privy Seal,
WRIGHTE.

No. 68,
1724, ExtrAcT from—

. A Terrier of the Parsonage House, Glebe Land, Tithes, Offerings, &
Perquisites, belonging to the Rector of Chelsey, Comitat Mid-

dlesex.
3 S L3 ¥ *®
The glebe land in the east field is about seven acres, and let as
follows :—

To the Royal Hospital, the walk fronting the great court at three
pounds a year.

Let to David Morgan, gardiner, a parcel of glebe land, upon which
he has built a house at the rent of twenty-one pounds sixteen shillings
A year.

There is also another small parcel of glebe to the west of the Co
walk unlet, of about 25 rod or l;;e.s. g .

Lastly, there is a slip of glebe land laid out into the highway, to make
the road broader at the east end, for which the Rector was to be allowed
a small gore of land leading to the Colledge sweep ngainst the walk,
south of Morgan’s glebe,

Marr Hurcmixs,
CHRISTOPHER GRINSTED,
o WiLLiam Burcnerr.
(Signed) < Jonx Kixa, D.D., Rector of Chelsey.

EpwaArp ANpERSON
- |
WiLLianm CLAREsON, Churchwardens.

(Bishop of London’s Registry.)
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from the Date of Our gaid Proclamation, unless they shall by Us be
sooner Removed and Discharged from the same, NOW Know ]ré, That
We have Revoked and Determined, and by these Presents do Revoke
and Determine the said recited Letters Patent; and every

Article, and Thing, therein contained, and them from the said Office,
We do Remove by these Presents.  AND further Know ye, That We
reposing especial Trust and Confidence in your Prudence, Manage-
ment, Care, and Circumspection, have thought fit to Constitute and
Appoint ; and by these Presents do Constitute and Appoint you, Our
gaid President of Our Council, now, and for the Time being ; Our first
Commissioner of Our Treasury, now, and for the Time being, or Our
High Treasurer of Great-Britain, now, and for the Time being ; Our
said Principal Secretaries of State, now, and for the Time being;
Our said Paymaster General of Our Land Forces in Great-Britain,
now, and for the Time being; Our Seeretary at War, now, and for the
Time being ; Our two Comptrollers of the Accompts of Our Army,
now, and for the Time being: Our said Governor, and Our said
Lieutenant Governor, of Our Royal Hospital at Chelsea, now, and for
the Time being ; TO be Our missioners for the Government of
our said Royal Hospital at Chelsea, and the Out-Pensioners thereto
belonging. AND We do hereby Give and Grant unto you Our said
Commissioners, or any Five or more of you, full Power or Authority
to settle and ascertain what Proportions, and kind of Vietnals, you
shall judge most convenient for the Diet of such Persons as now are, or
shall hereafter be entertained and fed in Our said Royal Hospital, and
to make Contracts and Agreements, with any Person or Persons, for
the furnishing of the same at such Rates, and for such Times, as to you
Our =aid Commissioners, or any Five or more of you, ghall seem best ;
AS also for Cloathing the said Persons belonging to Our said Hospital,
and Washing the Linen of them, and every of them, belonging ; AND
likewise to keep in good Order, Repair and Maintain, the several
Courts, Gardens, Walks, Avenues, and Lights, belonging to Our said
Hospital, az you or any Five or more of you, as aforesaid, shall seem
most proper, for the better Accommodation and good Government of
the same; AND We do hereby Give and Grant unto you Our said
Commissioners, or any Five or more of you, as aforesaid, full Power
and Authority, to Nominate, Constitute, and Appoint, from Time to
Time, such, and so many under Officers and Servants, as are or shall at
any Time or Times hereafter, be wanting in Our said Hospital ; and to
remove or displace them, or any of them, from Time to Time, as to you
Our said Commissioners, or any Five or more of you, shall seem meet.
AND generally to do and perform all such other Matters and Things,
as you Our said Commissioners, or any Five or more of you, in your
discretions, shall think necessary for the good Government of the said
Hospital. AND We do hereby Direct, Require, and Command you,
Our said Commissioners, to prepare and present to Us, for Our Royal
Approbation, such Establishment or Establishments, as you shall think
proper for the Expence of Our said Hospital, and for the Out Pen-
sioners of the same; AS also to observe, and follow such further
Orders, Directions and Instructions, as We shall at any Time or Times
hereafter give under our Royal Sign Manual, relating to the said
Hospital, or the Government thereof. AND We do hereby Direct and
Command, that in all cases whatsoever, where any Order or Orders,
Warrant or Warrants, are now, or hereafter shall be to be signed, for
the Payment of any Sum or Sums of Money, for any Use or Uses of
the said Hospital ; such Order or Orders, Warrant or Warrants, shall
be signed by you Our said Commissioners, or any three or more of you,
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2dly, THAT as far as may be, such Persons only be made Choice of
to fill up the Offices in the Hospital, who shall be found
Qualified by their Services or Sufferings; and that no Woman
be admitted into any Office of the Hospital, but the Widow of a
Person so qualified.

3dly, THAT you take a Review of all the Lands and Buildings
belonging to the said Hospital, either within or without the
same, in order to apply them to the best Advantage.

TO the End that all possible Care may be taken to
prevent any Person from being admitted into the said
Hospital, or to the Out Pension thereof, but such as are
duly entitled to the same.

4thly, THAT not any Non Commission Officer or Soldier be admitted,
who does not come directly from his Regiment, Troop, or
Company, or neglects to make Applieation, within six Months
after he has left the Service ; unless it appear he has been
hindered go doing by Sickness, Lameness, Distance of the Place
in which he served, or some other unavoidable Acecident ; and
that every Non Commission Officer or Soldier, who shall elaim a
Provision in the said Hospital or Out Pension, in Consideration
of his being Wounded, Disabled, or Worn out in the Service,
shall, in order to his Examination, bring a Certificate under the
Hands of the Colonel, Captain, or Commanding Officer, and
Surgeon of the Regiment, Troop or Gmwmny, in which he -
served, expressing his Name, Age, How, When, and Where he
was disabled, according to the Form prescribed His late
Majesty, by Warrant under His Royal Sign Manual, dated the
14th of June, 1760. Copy whereof is hercunto annexed: And
that you may not be imposed upon by Forged Certificates, We
have given the necessary Orders, That all Officers, upon dis-
charging any Non Commission Officers or Soldiers, in order to
their being provided for as aforesaid, take Care to give them
proper Certificates in the said Form, and at the same Time to
transmit Duplicates, or Notices thereof, to the Agent, or Person
in London, acting for the said Regiment, Troop or Company,
who shall be required to appear before you, together with the
said Discharged Men, at your next Meeting, to attest the
Knowledge of the Officers Hands who have Signed such
Certificates.

Sthly, THAT upon their Appearance, and the Agent's Attestation to
the Certificates, you cause such Non Commission Officers and
Soldiers, to be examined before you to the Contents thereof, and
their Wounds and Infirmities to be also examined in your
Presence, by the Surgeon of our Hospital, and in Case they
appear to you duly Qualified ; That

They be immediately admitted into our said Hospital,
OR
Provided for as Out-Pensioners,
OR
Ordered to Duty in Our Garrisons;

AND that proper Orders and Warrants be signed accordingly,
the said Warrants (wherein are to be expressed the Particulars
of the Examinations, and Reasons for such Non Commission
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1834, Minute of the Paymaster-General (Lord John Russell) on the subject
Jan. 1L of the foregoing New Establishment for Chelsea Hospital, dated
11tk January, 1834,

The Paymaster-General, having some time ago delivered to the
Board the New Warrant for the Establishment of Chelsea Hospital,
takes the present opportunity of ealling the attention of the Commis-
sioners to the cirenmstances on account of which it was issued, and the
consequences which may be expected to flow from it.

The main, and indeed the sole, object of the Establishment is, in the
view of the Paymaster-General, to provide for the reward and the
repose of old Soldiers. When first instituted, the In-Pension was the
only provision for that purpose : it now forms only a very small part of
the general charge of the In and Out-Pension ; nor is it to be desired
that this arrangement should be materially altered. Generally speaking,
the discharged Soldier who returns to his family and friends, or who
obtains some employment in a neighbourhood where he is known, is
more likely to be contented with his situation than if he were pl:
friendless and idle in a Royal Hospital ; still, out of 80,000 men, there
will always be from 500 to 1,000 Veterans, whose early connections have
disappeared, whose wounds disable them from labour, and who gladly
seek refuge from neglect and discomfort in the society of their nlf coni-
rades, and in the physical enjoyments of good lodging and diet, and the
medical attendance of a public establishment, Accordingly, the vacan-
cies which rapidly occur in the hospital are as rapidly succeeded by
numerous applications for admission from wounded and worn-out Soldiers,

Such being the general purpose of the Establishment, the Paymasier-
General is fully satisfied that its maintenanee is conducive to the
welfare of the Army and the good of the Public Service. With this
conviction on his mind, he next applied his attention to the considera-
tion whether the Establishment, as it existed when he came into office,
was framed in the best manner for the fulfilment of its objects, He
found that hie predecessor had suggested and partly carried into effect
many important reforms ; but on looking further into the matter, he
found that, by abuses which fasten upon all institutions, sooner or later,
the civil offices of the Establishment, instead of being given, as the
King's warrants direeted, to those who had deserved them by * their
services or their sufferings,” had, in too many instances, been diverted
during the last eentury into mere nominal employments, given without
regard to Military Service, exercised without reference to the necessary
wants of the old Soldiers, and forming only a convenient patronage for
the Paymaster of the Forces. This state of things led to a conviction,
that instead of partial reforms it would be expedient to revise the whole
Establishment, with the view of adapting it to its original ﬁrpt}ae, and
such a persuasion having been humbly submitted to His Majesty, the
Paymaster of the Forces received the King's gracious permission to
submit for his Royal approbation a new Establishment, to be sub-
stituted, from time to time, for the present, which should answer the
objects in view more surely and more economieally.

With the assistance he received from officers on the Ilstablishment, a
proposition was framed for this purpose, comprising all the important
and necessary duties, which was recommended by Karl Grey, and
obtained His Majesty's sanction.

The Paymaster of the Forces does not wish, at this time, to call for
any opinion from the Commissioners on the details of the present
Warrant. It is, on the contrary, his wish, that on every case of
vacancy the Commissioners should deliberate maturely on the best
mode of carrying the intentions of His Majesty into effect. DBut he
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then, and for the Time being ; Our Secretary at War, then, and for the
Time being ; Our Comptrollers of the Accounts of Our Army, then,
and for the Time being ; Our Governor and Our Lieutenant :

of Our Royal Hospital at Chelsea, then, and for the Time being ; Our
Adjutant General and Our Quarter Master General of Our Forees,
then, and for the Time being; the Deputy of Our Secretary at War,
then, and for the Time being ; and Our said Right Trusty and Well
Beloved Councillor, Charles Lord Farnborough ; Our Commissioners
for the Government of Our said Royal Hospital at Chelsea, and the
Out-Pensioners thereto belonging, as by the said recited Letters Patent
(relation being thereunto had) may more fully and at ]a.rﬁe appear,
NOW Know ye, That We have revoked and determined, and by these
Presents do revoke and determine the said recited Letters Patent, and
every Clause, Article, and Thing therein contained. AND further
Know ye, that We have thought fit to constitute and appoint, and by
these Presents do constitute and appoint you, Our said President of Our
Council, now, and for the Time being ; Our First Commissioner of Our
Treasury, now, and for the Time being, or Our High Treasurer of
Great Britain, for the Time being ; Our said Principal Secretaries of
State, now, and for the Time being; Our snid Paymaster General
of Our Forces in Great Britain, now, and for the Time [ﬁ-emg!, Our
Secretary at War, now, and for the Time being; the said is
Seymour Larpent and Sir William Lewis Herries ; Our said Governor,
and Our said Lieutenant Governor of Our Royal Hospital at Chelsea,
now, and for the Time being ; Our Adjutant General and Our Quarter
Master General of Qur Forces, now, and for the Time being; the
Deputy of Our Secretary at War, now, and for the Time being ; and
Our zaid Right Trusty and Well Beloved Councillor, Charles Lord
Farnborongh, Knight Grand Cross of the Most Honorable Order of the
Bath, to be Our Commissioners for the Government of Our said al
Hospital at Chelsea, and the Out-Pensioners thereto belonging,. D
We do hereby give and grant unto you, Our said Commissioners, or any
Three or more of you, full Power and Authority to settle and ascertain
what proportions and kind of Vietuals you shall judge most convenient
for the Diet of such Persons as now are, or shall hereafter be enter-
tained and fed in Our said Royal Hospital, and to make Contracts and
Agreements with any Person or Persons for the furnishing of the same
at such Rates, and for such Times, as to you Our said Commissioners,
or any Three or more of you, shall seem best, as also for Clothing the
said Persons belonging to Our said Hospital, and Washing the Linen to
them and every of them belonging. AND likewise to keep il_;?goml
Order, repair and maintain, the several Courts, Gardens, Walks,
Avenues, and Lights, belonging to Our said Hospital, as to youn, or any
Three or more of you as aforesaid, shall seem most proper for the
better Accommodation and good Government of the same. AND We
do hereby give and grant unto you Our said Commissioners, or any
Three or more of yon as aforesaid, full Power and Authority to
nominate, constitute, and appoint, from Time to Time, such and =o
many Under-Officers and Servants as are or shall at any Time or
Times hereafter be wanting in Our said Hospital, and te remove or
displace them, or any of them, from Time to Time, as to you Our said
Commissioners, or any Three or more of you, shall seem meet; and
generally to do and perform all such other Matters and Things as you
Our said Commissioners, or any Three or more of you, in your disere-
tion shall think necessary for the good Government of the said
Hospital. AND We do hereby direet, require, and command you, Our
said Commissioners, to prepare and present to Us, for Our Royal




































294

to them and every of them belonging. AND likewise to keep in good
Order, repair, and maintain the several Courts, Gardens, Walks,
Avenues, and Lights, belonging to Our said Hospital, as to you, or any
Three or more of you as aforesaid, shall seem most proper for the better
Accommodation and good Government of the same. AND We do
hereby give and grant unto you Our said Commissioners, or any Three
or more of you as aforesaid, full Power and Authority to nominate,
constitute, and appoint, from Time to Time, such and so many Under-
Officers and Servants as are or shall at any Time or Times hereafter be
wanting in Our said Hospital, and to remove or displace them, or any
of them, from Time to Time, as fo yon Our said Commissioners, or
any Three or more of you, shall seem meet; and generally to do and
perform all such other Matters and Things as you Our said Commis-
sioners, or any Three or more of you, in your discretion shall think
necessary for the good Government of the said Hospital. AND We
do hereby direct, require, and command you, Our said Commissioners,
to prepare and present to Us, for Our Royal Approbation, such Esta-
blishment or Establishments as you shall think proper for the Expense
of Our said Hospital, and for the Out-Pensioners-of the same. As
also to obzerve and follow such further Orders, Directions, and Instrue-
tions, as We shall at any Time or Times hereafter give under Our
Royal Sign Manual, relating to the said Hospital or the Government
thereof. AND We do hereby direct and command, that in all cases
whatsoever, where any Order or Orders, Warrant or Warrants, are
now, or shall hereafter be, to be signed for the Payment of any Sum
or Sums of Money, for any use or uses of the said Hospital, such
Order or Orders, Warrant or Warrants, shall be signed b Our said
Commissioners, or any Three or more of you. AND We do hereby
empower you, or any Three or more of you, to examine into the
Qualifications of any Persons at present in Our said Hospital, or upon
the Out-Pension thereof, and to discharge such of them from any
further Provision as you, or any Three or more of you, shall judge not
to be duly entitled to the same. AND We do hereby further declare
Our Will and Pleasure to be, that no Person be admitted for the future
into Our said Iospital, or as an Out-Pensioner, but by a Warrant
under the Hands of any Three or more of you Our said Commissioners,
which Warrant shall be a sufficient Authority, as well to the i

for mustering them as to the Treasurer or his Deputy to pay to the
said Out-Pensioners such Allowance as is or shall be directed by Our
Establishment or Regulation in that behalf. AND We do direct
and order, that in the Admission of In-Pensioners, and the giving of
Out-Pensions, you do guide yourselves by the several Acts of Parliament
already made, or hereafter to be made, relating thereto, and the existing
Rules, Orders, and Regulations made by His late Ma,iaat_y, or made or
hereafter to be made by Us, with respect to such In-Pensioners or Qut-
Pensioners of Our =aid Royal Hospital. AND Lastly, Our Will and
Pleasure is, and We do hereby require and command that you Our
said Commissioners, and G‘FEIH of you, do diligently attend the Execution
of this Our Commission in all things as becometh ; and this, Our Com-
mission, or the Entry, Inrolment, or Exemplification thereof, shall be
to you and every 3 you, a sufficient Warrant and Discharge in this
behalf, IN Witness whereof, We have caused these Our Letters to be
made Patent. WITNESS Ourself at Westminster, the Twenty-fifth
Day of November, in the Twenty-filth Year of Our Reign.

By Warrant under the Queen’s Sign Manual,
C. ROMILLY.
























































































































































































