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34 Newspaper Reporting.,

serpent’s tail, stood savagely growling at the
gate ; and in 1729 the legislators, finding that
some echo of their speeches had got out
among the vulgar throng, passed with much
determination a resolution to the effect that
it was a violation of the House’s privileges
to publish reports of its proceedings, and
¢ that in future the offenders be punished
with the utmost severity.”  The threat
weighed little with Edward Cave. He had
founded the Gentleman’s Magazine ; he de-
termined to make the reporting of parlia-
mentary debates one of its chief features,
and in 1736, according to Sir John Hawkins,
he did a bold thing. * Taking with him a
friend or two, he found means to procure
for them and himself admission into the
gallery of the House of Commons, or to
some concealed station in the other House,
and then they privately took down notes of
the several speeches, and the general ten-
dency and substance of the arguments. Thus















The Reporter in Parhament. 39

exclaimed, “ The eloquence of Greece and
Rome is revived in the British Senate.”
One of the most notable speeches credited
to the elder Pitt was written by Dr. Johnson
in a garret in Exeter Street; and, when
asked, at a dinner given by Foote, how it
was possible for him to write the speech,
he retorted, ‘“Sir, I wrote it in Exeter
Street. I never was in the gallery of the
House of Commons but once in my life.
Cave had interest with the doorkeepers; he
and the persons employed under him got
admittance, they brought away the subjects
of discussion, the names of the speakers, the
side they took, and the order in which they
rose, together with notes of various arguments
adduced in the course of the debate. The
whole was afterwards communicated to me,
and I composed the speeches in the form
they now have in the parliamentary debates.”

It was a strange expedient, and would not
be tolerated now, especially if the modern










































































































































Reporting To-Day in the House. 85

authority thinks he has a sort of pre-
scriptive right in him—that he may order
him about, tell him, not always in the
most courteous language, what to chronicle
and what to waive; but it is satisfactory
to know that the reporter of to-day has
a mind and will of his own, and that,
while his devotion to duty is increasing
almost to the verge of self-sacrifice, he is
quite as fearless as the pressmen who braved
O’Connell’s wrath.

Of the men who entered the reporters’
gallery of the new House of Commons,
the most distinguished was Charles Dickens.
The novelty of William Woodfall’s memory
feats had worn off. Several of the long-
hand reporters who had been familiar figures
in the old gallery were dead ; and the new
set of reporters gradually taking the places
vacated by the older hands depended more
upon shorthand than memory. In Dawid
Copperfield, Dickens gives an interesting












Reporting To-Day in the House. 39

to carry on the business of the public
without publicity. Secret deliberations have
been so long renounced, that the right of
the public to be present through their
agents, the reporters, is as clearly esta-
blished now as if no theoretical privacy
had ever existed. Occasions have arisen,
however, though at long intervals, when
the House has thought proper to exclude
the public, as in 1870, when it was ex-
cluded during debates not thought desirable
to render public. - Up to the year 1871
this could be effected by a single mem-
ber, but in April of that year a Select
Committee came to the decision that
strangers should not be excluded except
after a vote carried without amendment or
debate. In 1875 to this was added a reso-
lution by which the Speaker or Chairman,
as the case may be, was empowered to order
the withdrawal of strangers from any part
of the House. But such an order does not
















































Reporting To-Day in the House. 105

beginning his career on a parliamentary
corps cannot fail, writes an accomplished

journalist now in the gallery, to be impressed
~ with the difficulties peculiar to the work.
If his first “turn ” should happen to be at
““question time,” he must be forgiven indeed
for entertaining a feeling almost of despair.
There is first and foremost the difficulty
of hearing. Sitting aloft, he sees below
him a body of four or five hundred
gentlemen, any one of whom may suddenly
rise and put an unexpected question, and

mention that modest pomatum pot, oval in shape,
four inches in height, and supplied with an ill-fitting
cork that baffled the frenzied efforts of the orator
to replace it. And yet peradventure, without the
assistance of this glass bottle, with its mysterious
contents that looked like melted pomatum and
might have been egg and sherry, we should never
have had this great speech, with its broadly based
arguments, its towering eloguence, and its subdued
tone of triumph, proclaiming the accustomed scorn
which minorities have for the brute force of
numbers.”
































































































A Gossip about Shorthand. 137

pages? Gurney, Mavor, Pitman, and all
the modern attempts find a place in the
collection. Useless systems are sandwiched
between systems that have done excellent
service, even if they are now forgotten by
all but those who, like the late collector
of this library, find few things so interesting
as old books. A portion of Mr. Bailey’s
shorthand library consisted of manuscripts
written in shorthand, amongst which may
be named a beautiful MS. entitled 4
Choice Selection of Prose and Poetry, and
written in shorthand by Peter Robey, at
Mr. Birchall’s School, Manchester, in
1818 ; letters from Cambridge, by Richard
Clowes, brother of the well-remembered
Rector of St. John’s, Manchester; and
several volumes of the works of Dr. Philip
Doddridge.”

Though Taylor’s and Gurney’s shorthand
are somewhat extensively written in the
reporters’ gallery, Pitman’s is the most
















































The Reporter's Work. 153

name graduated in the country, which has
long been a training-ground for the re-
porters’ gallery, and has sent to London
many talented journalists.

There is perhaps no life so varied and
exciting as that of the reporter on the
provincial daily—no life perhaps in which
a man can crowd so much experience.
For him there is little rest. If he has not
to rise at daybreak and journey by train
to a meeting in a town, or in some almost
inaccessible village, miles away, he may
saunter down to the office about eleven
o’clock in the forenoon, and that is probably
the last opportunity he has for sauntering
until he goes home, generally after midnight.
His work is unremitting as a statesman’s, and
frequently more imperative. Here is a record
of a day’s work, taken haphazard out of a
chief reporter’s diary—a list of the day’s
engagements with the initials of the mem-
bers of the staff attached :—
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Mr. W. M. Gilbert, of the Secotsman ; Mr.
T. Reid, of the Glasgow Herald ; Mr. S.
Parkinson, of the Yorkskire Post; Mr.
Carruthers, of the ZLeeds Mercury ; Mr. J.
Hadley, of the ZBirmingham Post; Mr.
Francis Neale, of the Birmingham Daily
Gazette; Mr. J. Atkins, of the Skeffield
Independent; Mr. S. G. Harrison, of the
Sheffield Daily  Telegrapk; Mr. W.
Heenan, of the Newcastle Chronicle ; Mr.
W. J. Snowdon, of the Newcastle Daily
Journal ; Mr. J. Jenkins, of the ZLiverpool
Daily Post; Mr. J. B. Mackenzie, of the
Liverpool Mercury; Mr. T. J. McWeeney,
of the [Freeman's Journal; Mr. G. K.
Magee, of the Zrisk Zimes ; Mr. H. Bond,
of the Dublin Daily Express; Mr. Taylor,
of the York Herald; Mr. Mallett, of the
Bradford Observer; Mr. A. L. Maddock,
of the Notfingham Guardian—and the list
might be greatly extended, — experienced
chiefs, directing large and efficient report-
























Experiences and Adventures. 167

and four, galloping through a wild country,
and through the dead of the night, at the
then surprising rate of fifteen miles an
hour. The very last time I was at Exeter,
I strolled into the castle yard there to
identify, for the amusement of a friend,
the spot on which I once °‘took, as
we used to «call it, an election speech
of Lord John Russell at the Devon con-
test, in the midst of a lively fight
maintained by all the vagabonds in that
division of the county, and under such a
pelting rain that I remember two good-
natured colleagues who chanced to be at
leisure held a pocket-handkerchief over
my note-book, after the fashion of a State
canopy in an ecclesiastical procession. I

have worn my knees by writing on them on
the old back row of the old gallery of the
old House of Commons ; and I have worn
my feet by standing to write in a prepos-
terous pen in the old House of Lords,










































Experiences and Adventures. 181

or a wedding, and, especially in the smaller
towns, to write learnedly on musical art,
and dramatic matters. His life, although
pleasant in many ways, is, speaking gene-
rally, exceedingly laborious, and that the pay
is not always in proportion may be inferred
from a recently published report of a suicide,
which concluded with the remark, ‘No
motive can be assigned for the rash act, as,
when the man was picked up, the sum of 73id.
was found in one of his pockets.”’ Stories
are told of different kinds of reporters—as,
for example, of the flowery reporter who
plays such sad havoc with the Queen’s
English, and who concluded the report of a
penny reading with the remark that ‘On the
whole, the entertainment was the most mirth-
provoking and soul-stirring that could be had
for the money.’”

There have been few more ludicrous
errors than that of the reporter who
commented on the work of the Church
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decided to quit the carriage at any risk.
He got on the footboard, leapt upon the
line, and began the perilous walk to the
place where the accident had occurred. It
was a daring bit of pedestrianism, but he
did it without mishap, traversing a tunnel,
in going through which he was nearly
whisked off his feet by a train. Emerging
from the tunnel, his progress was barred
by a policeman, who told him he had
no business on the line. ““I’'m a reporter,
and wish to get to the scene of the acci-
dent,” replied the newspaper man. * Well,
you won’t get this way,” remarked the
officer severely. “ But I've walked along way
down the line—I've just come through that
tunnel !” continued the reporter. “ What!
come through that tunnel! God bless my
soul ! it’s a wonder you weren’t cut to pieces !
You can go on,” said the amazed officer;
and then he muttered, ‘“ Them reporters is
rum chaps, and no mistake.”




































Experiences and Adventures. 199

from straggling clergymen and asthmatic
vergers, one of whom made his exit from
the fabric wildly, trying to stifle his
coughing-laugh with a mouthful of his
black gown.

These stories (and they might easily be
outstripped by the experience of nearly
every daily newspaper reporter in the
country) show that the reporter has many
difficulties to encounter, and gets his share
of hard work—that though he has many a
glimpse of gaiety, he is also inured to toil

What will be expected of him in the
next decade or two it is impossible to say,
so restless is modern newspaper enterprise.
It is not improbable that the shorthand
writer will become of less value to the
daily newspaper. It may be that verbatim
reports of the proceedings in our law
courts, of the transactions of public bodies,
and even of political speeches, will become
almost obsolete in the rush of modern
















































Reporters and Newspapers. 215

Stead, Nov., 1886, vol. 50, p. 663 :—
Impersonal journalism is effete, editors’
ignorance of public opinion, newspaper
should be in touch with all grades of
society, scheme suggested for increas-
ing the information and influence of
a newspaper.

Cornhill :—** Journalism,” July, 1862, vol. 6,
p. 52:—Newspapers as commercial un-
dertakings, leading articles, anonymous
_journalism defended, crotchets in jour-
nalism, staff of leader-writers, duties of
editor and sub-editor, special correspon-
dents, London correspondents.

“Qur Rulers—Public Opinion,” March,
1870, vol. 21, p. 288 :—The journalist
2. M.P., advantages of anonymous
writing, letters to the editor in the
dull season, true function of the press
with regard to public opinion, gushing
newspapers, cynical newspapers.
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journalism, writer must be true to the
fact and have a good spirit in treatment,
sympathy needed by a writer, no writing
should be done in a hurry. '

Fraser .—“ Editors and Newspaper-Writers
of the Last Generation,” Feb. and May,
1862, vol. 65, pp. 169 and 595 :—Sketches
of Franklyn, Finnerty, J. Taylor, D.
Stuart, J. Black, Cobbett, T. Barnes, ]J.
Murray, Mackintosh, R. C. Fergusson,
Spankie, J. Adolphus, etc., special corre-
spondents in 1809 and 1823.

‘““ Politics and the Press,” July, 1875,
vol. 92, p. 41:—Unique position of
the Zimes, the Zimes as a theological
teacher, Disraeli and the Standard,
Gladstone and the Daily ZTelegrapk,
independent 2. party journalism,
sectarianism of the Daily News, power
of the press in social questions, French
©. English journalism, connection of
































































































