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THE FIRST SETTLEMENTS 15

at Limehouse. Some of the Thames watermen lived here
also—the legend of Awdry the ferryman assigns to him a
residence on the south ; their favourite place of residence,
however, was St. Katherine's first, and Wapping afterwards.
The Roman remains found up and down the place prove
my assertion that the people who lived here were what we
should call substantial. One need not catalogue the long list

RELICS OF THE STONE AGE

of Roman #rouvailles ; but, to take the more important, in the
year 1819 there was discovered, in taking up the foundations
of some old houses belonging to St. Thomas’s Hospital, in St.
Thomas’s Street, a fine tesselated pavement, about ten feet
below the surface of the ground. In the following year, in
the area facing St. Saviour's Grammar School, seven or eight
feet below the surface, there was found another, of a more


























































































EARLY HISTORY 45

was also destroyed ; but the * Chronicle’ is silent on the subject.
In 1092 there was a great fire in London ; it is again assumed
that the Bridge was destroyed, but again the ‘Chronicle’ is
silent. In 1097, however, it is plainly stated that the Bridge
had been almost washed away, and that it was repaired.

In 1136 the most destructive fire ever experienced by
London, save that of 1666, spread through the whole City,
from London Bridge, which it greatly damaged, all the way
to St. Clement Danes on the west, and Aldgate on the east.
One wonders what ancient monuments—walls of Roman
churches, villas, and baths, still surviving halls and chambers
of the Forum—were destroyed in this fire; Saxon houses of

BAYEUX TAPESTRY

the better sort, with their great halls and courtyards ; small
Saxon churches of wood or stone, with low towers and little
windows. Possibly there was no great loss: it was already
seven hundred years since Augusta was deserted. Roman
remains must have been scanty ; the City was chiefly built of
wood, with thatched roofs; the splendour of the latter cen-
turies had not yet commenced. The Bridge, however, was
either wholly or in part destroyed. It was repaired, because,
fifty years later, FitzStephen, in his description of the City,
speaks of the citizens watching the water sports from the
Bridge. Indeed, the Bridge was now absolutely necessary to
the City. A hundred years of order in the City—with the seas
cleared of pirates, the Danes kept down, and merchants filling
























A FORGOTTEN MONASTERY 53

respect for reputed holiness of a new and hitherto unknown
kind : in fact, it commands the respect of the people who
always admire voluntary privation of what they value so

GATEWAY OF EERMONDSEY ABBEY

much — food and drink; it receives endowments, gifts,
foundations of all kinds; it then departs from the ancient
rule, and quickly loses its hold upon the people. This is the










































A FORGOTTEN MONASTERY 67

As for the religious life of the place, it was in most
respects like that of London. There were no houses for
Friars, but the Friars came across the river en quite
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REMAINS OF THE PALACE OF THE BISHOP OF WINCHESTER, FROM THE SOUTH
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THE ROYAL HOUSES OF SOUTH LONDON g1

deal, but I know not if any ruins of his yet remain. He
died at Eltham in 1311, presumably in the Palace, for there
seem to have been no other buildings. Now we come back

REMAINS OF ELTHAM PALACE, I}"gﬁ

to the kings, and we find historical associations in plenty,
though not of a kind which is moving or interesting. It does
not excite our curiosity much to learn that this king or that
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THE ROYAL HOUSES OF SOUTH LONDON 101
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THE ROYAL HOUSES OF SOUTH LONDON 115

necessary at a time when the clergy could only be tried in
Ecclesiastical Courts, so that the Bishops could not send their
criminous clerks to an ordinary prison. Hence it is that we
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INTERIOR OF THE HALL, LAMBETH PALACE
(From an Engraving dafed 1804)
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ST. MARY OVERIES 195

out, and the place was given to Sir Anthony Brown, whose
son became Viscount Montague and gave his new name to the
ancient close of the Monastery. In the following year the
Churchwas madea Parish Church, including the church of Mary

CRYFI" OF 5T. MARY OVERIES

Magdalene, which stood beside the Priory Church, as St. Peter-
le-Poor stood beside St. Austin, St. Gregory beside St. Paul’s,
and St. Margaret beside Westminster Abbey Church together
with the Parish Church of St. Margaret in the High Street. The
nave gradually became ruinous and was taken down in 1838,
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254 SOUTH LONDON

or beside the crowded houses they were foul and fetid and
charged with all the things which should be buried away or

ANCIENT BUILDINGS, HIGH STREET, BOROUGH
(From a Drawing by T. Higham, 1820)

burned way: they were laden with fevers and malaria and

¢ putrid’ sore throat,
The High Street of Southwark is now a crowded
thoroughfare, because it is the main artery of a town con-
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302 SOUTH LONDON

district called the Borough Proper, Lambeth, Newington,
Walworth, and Bermondsey. In some parts this area is
densely populated, filled with narrow courts and lanes; in other
parts there are broad fields, open spaces, unoccupied pieces
of ground. At the back of Vauxhall Gardens, for instance,

IN sNOW's FIELDS, BEEMONDSEY

there are open fields ; in Walworth there is a certain place,
then notorious for the people who lived there, called Snow’s
Fields ; in Bermondsey there are also open spaces, some of
them gardens, or recreation grounds, without any buildings.

Battersea is a mere stretch of open country. I myself re-
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