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THE CONQUEST OF THE SILENT F OE

Treatment.” She reasoned that a medical man at
the front, like a sentinel on duty, could prevent the
entrance of danger, and was thereby worth twenty men
stationed in the rear to treat sickness after it had
obtained a foothold. She organized her Medical De-
partment on broad, generous lines and gave ifs repre-
sentatives the rank and power their great responsibili-
ties merit, recognizing that they had to deal with a
foe that kills eighty per cent. of the total mortality.
She even had the temerity (strange as it may seem
to an English or American army official) to grade her
medical men as high as the officers of the line who
combat the enemy that kills only twenfy per cent.,
and to accord them equal authority — except, of course,
in the emergency of battle, when all authority de-
volves, as it should, on the officers of the line. In her
home land she organized the most splendid system of
hospitals that has ever been devised for the treatment
of sick and wounded, and, with her army at the front,
she put into execution the most elaborate and effective
gystem of sanitation that has ever been practised in
war. Upon the declaration of war she was prepared
to house, scientifically treat, and tenderly care for
twenty-five thousand sick and wounded in Japan alone.
Twelve sets of main hospitals, each with from one to
five attached branch hospitals, were scattered through-
out the empire in the chief towns of the twelve mili-
tary districts into which the country is divided. In
other words, the peace footing organization of the
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THE CONQUEST OF THE SILENT FOE

time to time upon figures deduced from other wars,
and the provisions made were thought at first to rep-
resent what would be a true relationship of the sick
and wounded to the entire force in the field.

The apparent hospital overpreparedness suggests that
the Japanese themselves failed to realize what marked
successes would attend the enforcement of their new
Code of Military Hygiene and Sanitation, as applied
for the first time in the field. .

That it was not really overpreparedness was demon-
strated after the battle of Mukden, when the total ex-
traordinary hospital capacity of some eighty thousand
beds, secured by crowding, was taxed almost to its
limits by the shattered phalanxes which poured in
by thousands from every transport. It is hardly likely
that the Military Authorities could have foreseen that
the Japanese-Russian War would develop the greatest
recorded battles of the world, with unparalleled move-
ments of fighting soldiers and a sacrifice of men by
wounds so tremendous that even the spectator on the
battle-field fortunately failed to grasp the overwhelm-
ing horror.

Whether the Medical Department prepared this im-
mense hospital system for sick or wounded is of little
importance. The fact, however, is that when the
ghastly cortége from Mukden did arrive in Japan in
April there was hospital room for every disabled man
of the thousands and thousands, and instant medical
attendance and care and nursing ready and waiting.

9






THE CONQUEST OF THE SILENT FOE

mostly in the open and make a spectacular display.
Every man with crippled joints, wasted or contracted
musecles, or other physical deformities that can be aided
by a specialized exercise, is enrolled as a member of
the class. Calisthenics of various kind are indulged
in by the men under orders, but the class instead of
making all the same movements will be making those
of particular advantage in each case. Parallel bars,
horizontal bars, swinging rings, stair steps in series
of varying heights, cranks, horizontal, vertical, and
twisting handles, obstacle bars, hurdles, and several
other devices are arranged in a pretty little grove, and
here the crippled go through the motions by which it
is hoped to bring them back to normal physical stand-
ards. ‘

The pharmaceutical side of these military hospitals
is an auxiliary machine working in perfect harmony
with the whole. Like the field service, it is indisputa-
bly responsible for all the medical and surgical sup-
plies, and issues them upon requisition of the doctors
and surgeons. Besides this, the Department is respon-
sible for all sterilized milk, washing of bandages and
rerolling, disinfection of bedding, and the making of
chemical tests of urine.

Every hospital throughout Japan, and every base
and field hospital in Manchuria, has its bacteriological
laboratory.

Too much cannot be said in enthusiastic commenda-
tion of this side of the service. Undoubtedly the pains-
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THE CONQUEST OF THE SILENT FOE

own special wards with microscopes and appliances
which are their private property, preparing slides,
raising cultures, and working ever to find the new
elusive bacillus whose discovery is to bring them special
recognition and fame. When one considers the mea-
greness of the salaries which these Japanese scientists
receive, and the further fact that most of them are
poor mien, it is to realize that the sacrificing perse-
verance exhibited, and the enthusiastic love of scientific
work shown, will take these people a long journey
farther on the road of unsummed knowledge.

At this juncture the merest reference must suffice
to the splendid system of sanitation followed in the
field —a specially dangerous field, too, because the
water-supplies in the territory where the campaign was
conducted had been left infected with the deadly germs
of typhoid, dysentery, and cholera by the retreating
Russians — and of the water tests and universal use
of boiled water for drinking, the physical training of
the unit from barrack to battle-field, and the care ex-
ercised over his baths, his sleep, and his rations. Suf-
fice it to say that during the campaign extending over
a year and a half, with from three hundred thousand
to six hundred thousand soldiers undergoing the sever-
est hardships and privations of active service, there
were in the Japanese Army thirty-six out of every
hundred who never reported at sick call: thirty-six
men who never saw the inside of a hospital or were
sick in quarters — a record absolutely unparalleled. In

13






THE CONQUEST OF THE SILENT FOE

spectre, which lingers in every barrack, tent, and
quarter, can be controlled. They have demonstrated
that the great incubus of an army in the field, the
presence of crowded hospitals and the large and ex-
pensive force necessary to equip and conduct them,
can, to a large extent, be eliminated. They have pre-
served their armies for the legitimate purposes for
which armies are enlisted — the killing or conquering
of an open enemy in the field, instead of having four-
fifths of its mortality victims to the silent foe.

It is against this dreadful scourge, this needless sac-
rifice, that the Japanese have made their hardest fight
and won their most signal victories — victories that
will redound more to their credit than the expulsion
of the Muscovite aggressor.

In the matter of discipline, Captain Tanake, aide-de-
camp of Marshal Oyama, told me at Mukden there
had been but twelve court martials in the Manchurian
Army, most of which were for cruelties to Chinamen.
The number of suicides during the year was eighty-
gix. The majority were men who were refused per-
mission to accompany the colours to Manchuria on
account of some physical defect, and the remainder
because they preferred death to capture by the enemy.
There were no desertions, unless the act of a fanatical
pharmacist, who was caught by the screen of the Jap-
anese near Mukden, disguised as a Chinese coolie and
concealing on his person a quantity of poison, could
be so called. This poor boy imagined himself the de-
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THE REAL TRIUMPH OF JAPAN

under the first aid dressing, without suppuration or
other complications, and many cases of perforating
rifle wounds of the abdomen and brain recovered with-
out operation. Plaster of Paris bandages were used
extensively. Splintering of bones appeared to occur
relatively more often in the navy than in the army;
conservatism in such cases was generally followed by
good results. Traumatic aneurisms were frequently
met with. Naturally the removal of bullets, pieces of
ghell and foreign bodies constituted the bulk of the
operative surgery.

The kitchens in the field hospital were entirely sepa-
rate from those of the army, so that when admitted
to the field hospital the soldier for the first time got
special food and, in grave cases, delicacies. The field
hospitals were usually in buildings, sometimes in tents;
each hospital was supposed to accommodate two hun-
dred patients for a few hours at least; from there they
were removed to a temporary field hospital, if they
remained on the field: a hospital comparable to a
division hospital when the troops are in camp. Further
in the rear were the large etappen hospitals, entirely
out of the range of fire, where the wounded might be
kept in comparative comfort until removed to base
hospitals, where they remained until returned to duty
or were further transferred across the sea to the re-
serve hospitals in Japan.

The surgeons in the army, like the civil physicians
in Japan, are of three classes: (1) those who have
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This illustrates the method of marking wells as safe or unsafe to drink from
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THE REAL TRIUMPH OF JAPAN

cials, after consultation with the medical staff and with
other eminent authorities in Tokio, made no secret of
their dread; but, whether the expected scourge would
take the form of typhoid or cholera or plague, they
could only conjecture. They remembered the condi-
tions that followed the war ten years before, when their
besieging army was decimated in that region and in
China by cholera and plague, and realized that existing
conditions were surely such as to favour a pestilence.

They were fully justified in their fears. The hills
surrounding Port Arthur were strewn for miles with
the dead of the opposing armies. There had been no
attempt to bury the fallen, for the mountains on which
the fearful struggle had taken place were enormous
barren rocks affected so little by the attrition of cen-
turies that single spears of grass could scarcely find
a foothold in the most sheltered places. Gaunt, rugged
rocks they were, with scarcely a handful of earth with
which to spread even a blanket over the fallen soldier.
There were small stones in great profusion which suf-
ficed as a temporary covering for the victims, but it
was obvious that with the approach of summer a con-
dition of affairs might prevail that it is perhaps best
to refrain from indicating.

Tt will be remembered that in the autumn, when the
great siege reached its most discouraging stage, Nogi
found it impossible to capture the mountain fortresses
by assault. He saw that he must not only make his
way, under fire, across the plains to the hills, but that
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THE REAL TRIUMPH OF JAPAN

Yoshimasu, decided that time was ripe for reform.
His personal experiences did not agree with existing
theories. He thought the practical and not the theo-
retical should prevail. He attacked both the Chinese
and Japanese schools, attributing all disease to a poi-
son, contending that all medicines should be poisons,
and advocating the similia similibus curantur plan.
The way to overcome poison in the human system, he
said, was to fight it with poison. The Japanese physi-
cians, schooled as they were in Chinese metaphysics,
did not take kindly to this theory, and continued to
argue that the principles of life and death depended
upon the movement of positive and negative elements
of the universe. Yoshimasu’s son continued his father’s
work — it was the custom to hand down the profession
from father to son —and asserted that all vitality
came from the circulation of the blood and from water,
but held that disease did not come from one poison
alone, as his father believed, but from many poisons.
He continued his father’s theories as the best method
of treatment.

Soon arose another school, which might be called
the Chinese-Dutch School. Its progenitor was an emi-
nent man, Yamawaki, who was imbued with the spirit
of modern science. He sought the truth regardless of
its source, whether from China or Europe. After he
had been dissecting the body of a criminal, he discov-
ered that the Chinese ideas of anatomy were erroneous.
Eclecticism was soon in full sway in this era of indi-
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THE REAL TRIUMPH OF JAPAN

action, to take care of the wounded and transport them
gently to the hospital. It was the lack of men, the lack
of everything, bad management in even the trivial facil-
ities, which made the Santiago affair such a gruesome
spectacle. When our soldiers of that Fifth Army Corps
fell wounded in the field, there they stayed, unattended
in some cases for hours, or, as was more usually the
case, until a brother soldier for humanity’s sake stopped
to apply the first aid bandage. Not so in the terrible
Manchurian battles. No fighting soldier in the advance
need stop to succour the wounded, for scores of men,
just as brave as he, unarmed, wearing only the Red
Cross upon their sleeves, caught him almost as he fell,
and bore him back to some haven of protection, minis-
tering to his sufferings. Hundreds of litter-carriers
rushed forward behind the charge, and, in great battles,
almost endless lines of litters wound through the pro-
tected gullies and behind the hills, each with its burden
of wrecked humanity, back to the nearest field hospital.
The hospital train of little one-horse carts was as much
in evidence as the ammunition trains, but they carried
the wherewithal to mend life, and litters and blankets.
The wounded soldier came off the field usually without
his field kit or his gun. If the day or night was cool,
or the poor fellow frozen with shock of mortal wound,
one always saw him cheerfully wrapped in blankets
lying prone upon the litter. At the field hospital, he
was stowed away in a clean white kimono, thin in sum-
mer, padded and quilted in winter; and seldom beyond
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THE REAL TRIUMPH OF JAPAN

so valiantly. With us, a nation of free men, every one
is a sovereign ruler; and patriotism ought to be far
more sacred than even in Japan. Our armies are not
made up of conscripts, but of proud volunteers, as ready
to sacrifice life for their country’s honour as the men
of Japan. No fighting in the Russo-Japanese War
approached in ghastly slaughter the terrible tragedy of
Cold Harbour, in 1863, where ten thousand Union sol-
diers fell in less than ten minutes, — more than a thou-
sand a minute; and Liaoyang and Mukden had their
counterparts in Gettysburg and the Wilderness. In
spite of graft and scandal and the mad chase for gold
in America, the fire of patriotism and bravery and sac-
rifice is merely slumbering, and only requires the elec-
tric spark of insult to national honour to kindle it into
action. But how is this patriotism appreciated by the
soldier’s government? How is his health protected?
How is he given the square deal? TIs the medical officer,
the man who fights the foe which kills the eighty per
cent., given authority and power by oversight of diet-
ary and sanitary control to safeguard his inalienable
interests? Let us see.

That a grave crisis would confront this country in
the event of another war through the deficiencies of
the Medical Department of its Army, and its lack of
power, has been abundantly indicated by the marvellous
statistics of the recent Russo-Japanese conflict. The
question now is whether this department shall remain
in its present deplorable condition, owing to lack of
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THE REAL TRIUMPH OF JAPAN

It has conquered or mitigated plagues and pestilences,
which in single epidemics have destroyed more lives
than the total of the combined armies of the world.
In one outbreak of cholera in China thirteen million
victims succumbed to the disease. History commits
no greater injustice than the mention of a thousand
generals to one physician. But what great purposes
have the conquests of science attained for our armies?

Europe, to-day, is one vast military camp; the re-
sources of each country are taxed to the utmost limit
to support the great living plants for human destruc-
tion, the armies and the navies; and America is fol-
lowing. Thousands of millions of dollars are annually
expended by the civilized nations of the world in the
maintenance of great military schools and arsenals,
for the education of men in the art of war, and in the
manufacture of machines for human destruction, while
comparatively little is being done in the study of those
equally important subjects, preventable diseases in
armies, and the preservation of the health of “the
man behind the gun.” We go blundering on, expend-
ing a quarter of a million of dollars a day in our effort
to destroy our human foes, while the more formidable
adversary in the ranks, five times more deadly than
the bullets of an enemy, is left comparatively un-
heeded.

And what is the logical result of such mental
myopia ?

In the five months of the Porto Rican campaign in
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THE REAL TRIUMPH OF JAPAN

have returned to their homes and vocations healthy
and happy as after a summer’s outing. I ask what
tangible evidence is submitted to show that history
would not repeat itself, and that such an army, gath-
ered hastily, would not again be brought almost to its
knees, through the same ignorance and incompetency?
None —mnone in the Medical Department, which is
worse off by fifty-eight per cent. than it was in 1898.
The army is to-day officered throughout for a strength
of one hundred thousand men, except the Medical
Department, which is only sufficient for forty-two thou-
sand.

At the Fifty-ninth Congress a bill has been intro-
duced to increase the efficiency of this department of
the Army. It failed at the previous session because
the Chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs,
and many of his colleagues, regarded it as a “ graft,”
and could not be brought to see wherein it benefited the
interests or safeguarded the health of the men who did
the fighting, —and in this conclusion, I believe, they
were partially justified, because the bill was hopelessly
defective in essential features. It made no provision
for medical inspectors or for an independent transport
system; it gave the medical officer no advisory author-
ity over the Commissary Department; and it failed to
advocate an increase in the rank of the Surgeon-Gen-
eral commensurate with the importance of the depart-
ment of which he is the head. He should be directly
responsible only to the Secretary of War, or the Presi-
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Forty-five Years Under the Flag.

By WINFIELD ScoTT SCHLEY, Rear-Admiral, U. S. N,
Illustrated. 8vo. Cloth, uncut edges, and gilt top, $3.00 net,

About one-third of Admiral Schley's volume is devoted to the Spanish
War, in which he became so great a figure. He tells his own story in
simple and effective words. His recollections are constantly reinforced
by references to dispatches and other documents.

Readers will be surprised at the extent of Admiral Schley's experi-
ences. He left the Naval Academy just before the outbreak of the Civil
War and saw service with Farragut in the Gulf. Three chapters are
devoted to Civil War events. His next important service was rendered
during the opening of Corea to the commerce of the world, and the
chapter in which he describes the storming of the forts is one of thrilling
interest. Another important expedition in his life was the rescue of
Greely, to which three chapters are devoted. Two other chapters per-
tain to the Revolution in Chili, and the troubles growing out of the
attack upon some of Admiral Schley’s men in the streets of Valparaiso.

Altogether the book contains thirty-eight chapters. It has been illus-
trated from material furnished by Admiral Schley and through his sug-
gestions, and makes an octavo volume of large size. It will appeal to
every true-hearted American.

The author says in his preface: ‘“In times of danger and duty the writer
endeavored to do the work set before him without fear of consequences. With
this thought in mind, he has felt moved, as a duty to his wife, his children,
and his name, to leave a record of his long professional life, which has not
been without some prestige, at least for the flag he has loved and under which
he has served the best years of his life.”

* Rear-Admiral W. S, Schley's ‘ Forty-five Years Under the Flag’ is the
most valuable contribution to the history of the American Navy that has been
written in many a year."—New York Times.

“ The author's career is well worthy of a book, and he has every reason for
pride in telling of his forty-five active years in all parts of the world.”

—Edwin L. Shuman in the Chicago Record-Herald.

‘' It is a stirring story, told with the simple directness of a sailor, Its read-
ing carries the conviction of its truthfulness,. The Admiral could not have
hoped to accomplish more."—Chicage Evening Post. y

't He has told his own story, in his own way, from his own viewpoint, and
goes after his detractors, open and above board, with his big guns.”

— Washington Post,

‘i It is a work that will interest everyone, from the sixteen-year-old school-
boy who is studying history and loves tales of stirring adventure to the grand-
sire whose blood still pulses hotly with patriotic pride at the recounting of
valiant deeds of arms under our starry flag.”"—Boston American.

““ The Admiral tells the story well. His is a manly and straightforward

style. He leaves nothing to doubt, nothing open to cnntmversg;;}r_ e
—RBaltimore Sun,

D. APPLETON AND COMPANY, NEW YORK.







THREE IMPORTANT BOOKS.

Recollections of the Civil War.

By CHarrLEs A. Dana. With Portrait and Index.
Large 12zmo. Gilt Top, uncut, $2.00.

** The book will rank among the trustworthy sources of knowledge of the
civil war."—New York Evening Fost.

‘“* Mr. Dana's official position as Assistant Secretary of War while the
rebellion was in progress gave him exceptional opportunities of observation
which he was keen to take advantage of, while his rare gift of terse and vivid
expression enabled him to record what he saw in a series of pen pictures that
are little less than instantaneous photographs., The leatur;ﬁ:r excellence of
these reminiscences is their interesting character, . . . He you briefly but
graphically what he saw, heard, or did himself. One gains a very real and
personal knowledge of the war from these ‘ Recollections.””

—Chicago Times-Herald,

The Passing of the Empires.
850 B. C. to 330 B. C.

By Professor G. Maspero. Edited by the Rev. Professor
A. H. Sayce. Translated by M. L. McClure. With Maps
and numerous Illustrations, including three Colored Plates.
4to. Cloth, $7.50.

‘“With this magnificent volume Professor Maspero completes his t
task, which has extended over nearly seven years, of writing a history of the
Oriental world from the earliest times down to the death of Darius. The
work has been great, as the progress of Oriental research has been so rapid
and discoveries so numerous that to attain any finality seemed impossible ;
but the author has neglected nothing, and indeed the footnotes to these
volumes show an almost herculean labor of research among authorities in
every land and every tongue, and add immensely to the value of the work."

—Chronicle (London),

In and Out of Central America; and Other
Sketches and Studies of Travel.

By Frank Vincent. With Maps and Illustrations.
12zmo. Cloth, $2.00.

“‘ Few living travelers have had a lit success equal to Mr, Vincent's."”
S IR AT i = —Harper's Weekly.

¢ Mr, Vincent has now seen all the most interesting parts of the world,
having traveled, during a total period of eleven years, two hundred and sixty-
five thousand miles. His personal knowledge of man and nature is probably as
varied and complete as that of any person living."—/New York Home Fournal.
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