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“ Lunatic Asylum Act, 1853,” and for whom a charge of 20s. per
week is made, and they are also willing to receive pauper patients
from Unions which cannot find room within their own distriet,
The charge for the latter is 14s. per week.

The Committee, on their monthly visits of inspection, have
invariably found the Asylum in a clean and orderly state. A
large number of the patients are employed within the house and
about the grounds, and they have every reason to believe that
their general health has been good, and that they meet with kind
and careful treatment. '

The Commissioners in Lunaey visited the Asylum on the
25th of July. Their Report will be printed, with that of the
Medical Superintendent.

The following changes have taken place amongst the
officers:—Mr. Lyle, the Assistant Medical Officer, resigned in
March, and was suceceded by Dr. T. R, King, of the New Chester
County Asylum. This gentleman was, however, in consequence
of ill-health, compelled to vacate his post, and Dr. F. T. Butler
was appointed in his room in November. In March, Mr. W, P,
Stratton, the Clerk and Steward, resigned his situation, and M,
D. Brodie, the Head Attendant, was selected to fill his place, and
James Kirkpatrick was appointed Head Attendant.

The supply of water to the Asylum has always been
defective, on account of the high elevation of the building, and
the consequent weakness of pressure, and in the summer the
matter became so serious that the Committee resolved to erect a
pumping apparatus to force the water from the low main pipe to
the tanks at the top of the house, which are capable of containing
5,000 gallons each, and which communicate, if necessary, with
two other tanks in a lower level, each capable of containing more
than 6,000 gallons. This, in common with all the improvements
carried out during the year, such as the erection of fences, the
laying down of walks, &c., has been paid for out of the surplus

revenue derived from the rates charged for the maintenance of
the out county patients,






ENTRY BY THE COMMISSIONERS IN
LUNACY.

NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE BoOROUGH ASYLUM,
JuLy 25tH, 1872.

The Asylum for the Borough of Newcastle-upon-Tyne has
been this day visited by us. We have inspected every part of
the building and its offices, and the farm and the airing-courts,
We have also seen every patient except 3 paupers of each
sex and 2 private patients absent on leave. According to the
books of the Asylum there are now 98 male and 138 female
paupers here, and 3 male and 8 female private patients. The
paupers belonging to the Borough are 69 men and 94 women ;
their weekly maintenance is now 11s. The charge for the
others, amongst whom are included 34 Middlesex, 17 Lanca-
shire, 16 West Riding, 1 Durham, and 1 Portsea paupers, is
14s. The Asylum has accommodation in the main building and
farm-house for 300 patients, and accommodates 247, so that
there are 53 vacancies, about 26 for each sex.

The admissions since last visit have been of male paupers,
49, of female paupers, 45. The private patients admitted have
been 4 men and 7 women. The discharges have been 42 male
paupers and 44 females of that class—of these 25 men and 26
women are reported to have left the Asylum “recovered;” 2
males and 1 female from the private list have also been dis-
charged, but none of these appear among the recoveries, Eleven
men and 5 women have escaped, of the former 7, of the latter 4
were re-taken. Of the patients, 21 males and 8 females have died,
all from ordinary causes. The general health has been good, the
records show only 3 cases of men secluded, on 9 occasions, and 6 of
women on 26 occasions—to-day 2 men were in seclusion. The
patients were dispersed when we visited them in their wards and
airing-courts, and with very few exceptions were quiet and orderly
in their demeanour. Their appearance in regard to dress was fairly
satisfactory ; many of the men were in the courts, but in slippers ;
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remark npon this subject in the Commissioners’ last entry, we
may observe that the coverlets on the beds used by the patients
are now retained there at night. We found the papering in No. 1
Male Day Room dirty and worn in many places, and would
suggest that when renewed the lower part should be painted, and
have an ornamental border of stencilling. Light vallances would
add to the aspect of comfort of many of the rooms, and involve
but little outlay. The staircases leading to the several dormitories
are also deficient in hand-rails—these should be added for the
safety of the patients. We were sorry to find that from want of
pressure, there was a failure of water supply in many of the
lavatories, but the Medical Superintendent informed us that this
was unusual, and that he proposed to apply immediately for leave
to erect a donkey-engine, which would meet the difficulty. In
the bathing department an improvement is about to be carried
out forthwith, by the removal from the female general bath-room
of the two baths in the centre to the bath-room at the farm-house,
these now in use at the latter place to be taken to the laundry
for the soaking of foul linen. The number of patients who
attended Divine Service in the Chapel last Sunday was 45 men
and 60 women, so we were informed. This is in regard to the
number of patients, we think, below the average in other Asylums,
None now attend the Parish Church; about 20 men and 36
women go beyond the Asylum grounds; 34 males are usefully
employed out of doors, and 20 in ward cleaning and assisting the
attendants ; 81 women work. At the date of our visit many
were employed at needlework in a large room devoted to that
object. There have been since last visit four entertainments,
Juggling, &c., and a concert, besides the weekly dances. The
average attendance has been 50 males and 70 females or there-
abouts. A large dormitory, not used hitherto, which is on the
male side over the store-rooms and passage, has been lately fitted
up for theatrical performances. A ericket ground has also been
formed close to the Asylum, between it and the farm-buildings,
Much remains to be done in laying out the grounds ornamentally,
and for the exercise of the patients, We trust that no delay may







THE MEDICAL SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT.,

To the Commiitee of Visitors.
Januwary, 1873.

Mpz. CHAIRMAN AND GENTLEMEN,

I have the honour to submit the Eighth Annual Report, with
the Statistical Tables, for 1872.

On the 1st of January, 1872, there were 265 patients in the
Asylum, and on the 31st of December there were remaining on
the books 237. This decrease, which would have appeared
considerably larger if there had not been admitted from the
Durham County Asylum 20 male patients, just before the eclose
of the year, is due to the fact that there is now very greatly
increased accommodation in the Ridings of Yorkshire for the
pauper lunaties of that district, and consequently we are not
called upon to receive them here, and those whom we had here
have been transferred to their own Asylums.

The admissions during the year were 84, including 7 private
patients of the upper class, and of the total number the Borough
of Newcastle-on-Tyne contributed 50 pauper patients, being about
the usual number from our own distriet.

The discharges were 90, of which 50 were recovered cases,
being about 595 per cent. of the admissions. But if the 20
chronic cases admitted from the Durham County Asylum are
excluded from the caleulation, and for statistical purposes they
ought to be, as they are merely received in this Asylum to serve
a temporary end, and will be removed as soon as there is room
- for them in their own County, we have the gratifying per cent-
age of 78. Those patients who were discharged as relieved or not
umproved, were chiefly cases from the West Riding of Yorkshire,
for whom there is now accommodation in the Asylums of that
County.

The deaths were 22, being in the ratio of 63 per cent. of the
entire number under treatment, or 9 per cent. of the average
number daily resident throughout the year. A good deal has
been said in the Medical and General Newspaper Press of the
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I am induced to make this remark on account of a cireum-
stance which has struck me as being rather peculiar. On several
occasions during last year I received an intimation that I
might be desired to visit some one who was supposed to be
labouring under mental disease. What was almost invariably
said to me was, we hope we shall not require your advice, but
we are afraid that if he gets much worse we shall have to
send for you. In other words, as long as there was a chanee of
my being able to do some good in the case T was not called in,
but when all hope was gone T was to be sent for to tell them
what they could see for themselves, that their friend was incur-
ably insane. This is a fair specimen of the want of intelligence
which prevails amongst all classes in regard to the propriety of
seeking prompt advice in mental disease. 1t should he remem-
bered that it is far from necessary to treat all cases of insanity
within an Asylum, among the higher classes especially, if they
were seen early enough, asylum treatment might possibly be
largely dispensed with, and the patients attended to at home
in a manner very little different from that in which they would
be treated if labouring under any other grave physical illness.

The writer of a review of the Zunacy Blue Books, in the
Jowrnal of Mental Science, suggests that statistics should be
obtained of the plan of procedure on the admission of a patient
into an Asylum. This is a valuable suggestion, and by way
of furnishing my guola towards it, 1 give here a copy of the rules
for the admission of patients, and the papers to which they allude,
all of which were adopted shortly after I entered on my duties
here, and have consequently been in use for about two years.

BOROUGH LUNATIC ASYLUM, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE,
REGULATIONS FOR THE ADMISSION OF PATIENTS.

L.—Every Patient shall be received personally by one of the
Medical Officers.
II.—The Matron, or the Head Attendant, as the case may be,

shall be in attendance, and shall receive directions from the Medical
Officer as to the disposal of the Patient.
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He then immediately proceeds to draw up a report of the
condition of the patient, as observed when bathing him, of which
the following is the printed form:—

NEWCASTLE BOROUGH LUNATIC ASYLUM.

Report as to the Condition on ﬁdnns&mn uf

{To be given to the Assistant Medical Officer 1mmer.im’t-alf after Ba-thmg a hew
Patient.)

1.—Bodily condition.
2—Whether any, and in what position, bruises, wounds, pain, or other
evidence of injury or disease were observed on the person.

Stgnature,.. sasaans R
Hn:.m .&TTEHDAET
If this report indicates anything unusual or suspicious, the
Assistant Medical Officer makes an examination at once, but in
any case the patient is carvefully examined at the evening visit,
and a report sent to me, of which the following is the printed
form:—

NEWCASTLE BOROUGH LUNATIC ASYLUM.

Physical Examination on Admission of ..

1.—CIrRcULATORY SYSTEM :(—Heart, Arteu&l aud ‘-"enﬂus Plﬂﬂl_’:ﬂ

2.—RESPIRATORY SYSTEM —Lun;:_s Larynx, &e.

3.—NEervous Sysrem :—Brain (Intelligence, Headache, &ec.); Spinal
Cord and Nerves (I'ain, Gait, ’llemblmg, Paralysis, &e.).

4.—DigesTIVE SysTEM :(—Tongue, Abdomen, Liver, &e.

5. —GENITO-URINARY SYSTEM :—Uterus, &c., Kldneys &e.

6. —INTEGUMENTARY SYSIEM :—Eruptions, Tumours, Wounds, Bruises,
Fractures, &c.

DOl e ieireirinnnnssusnne: sonsmnnn TEQIMIERTE, . .. - s

Assxs'r Mrn Ormmm.

All new patients, unless too excited to admit of it, sleep in

a dormitory of which an attendant is personally in charge, and,
whenever practicable, the dormitory chosen is the one ‘occupied
by the Night Watch when not engaged on his round. For a week
after admission the night watch must report how each new patient
slept, and for a longer time if e is sleepless, in fact every night
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insanity was aseribed to habits of intemperance, and it is very
probable that of the 82 cases in which the cause of the insanity
is entered as “unknown,” at least the same per centage may bhe
taken. Those who know, however, the extreme difficulty, some-
times amounting to absolute impossibility, of ascertaining the
true cause of insanity in a very large majority of cases, will
refrain from drawing too decided conclusions from this table.

The deaths were due to much the same causes as in previous
years. General paralysis of the insane again heads the list, the
deaths from this disease being in the proportion of about 36 per
cent. of the entire number. We have consequently again the
unhappy privilege of, if I am not mistaken, being far in front of
all other Asylums with regard to the prevalence of this terrible
disease.

One of the deaths, a case of gemeral paralysis also, and
included in the above per centage, was due to a wound of the
scalp, and consequent concussion of the brain, from a blow
inflicted by a fellow patient. This sad circumstance oceurred on
the 8th of November, at about half-past seven in the morning.
MecCrate, the patient who inflicted the injury, was walking up
and down the passage of the ward, and seeing Saint, the patient
who was killed, stooping, he suddenly knocked him down and
stamped violently on his head, below the left ear. Two attendants
were in the ward, and rushed up, but of course it was unhappily
an affair of a few moments. Saint lingered nine days, but never
appeared to be conscious, and died on the 16th of November.
This much to be regretted circumstance is only one instance of
hundreds, of the anxieties of Asylum life; those who have no
experience of it little know that every day, by constant vigilance
only, such accidents are prevented, and that those which happen
bear a surprisingly small proportion to those which by eareful
nursing are averted. As the Superintendent of another Asylum
said, in a recent Report, “ An accumulation of 400 insane patients
is like a dangerous mine, where one cannot be sure what may

happen at any time, however many are the precautions taken to
avoid an accident.













B T

S o £ . m - —_
06 |99 |66 )969 9.16 |¥-98 |OF&|IFL 901 ).LE5 mmﬁ_._:
e¥1 |a2 |96 |o.2e |Ler |88 |8L5|eor 611 |cog|evt | 611
F¥l _mq.m “m.un F-6 |810 L9 |IGE|SCGI| §6 {I8E |91 611
|
€0L __m.m _.?5 1-8% |0-0F | 1.OF | 991 | 94 | OB |6SL| 4% | @8
611 |8-L wm_m_ §-0% | 8.2F |6-11 |EFL | 89 _ FL oL | 69 | ¥8
!
9L |LF |T7-0L [O%C | 258 [0-08 cﬂ_mm___ 19 Y¥ET| €9 | T2
0-6 i;_a.m g-¥¢ |g.68 605 |281| 09 ; B0 |8L| 70 | 9
03 |L¥ | f&1 | |we |96 | 8F | 8% oIt E_E
T , s MR ST e T )
= ad = = Mu e = .n__ﬂ 1l = #ﬂ__ et
& B =2k LR | EESLE| EbEslE | E
s | B | glE|E|E|E 2| 8|E|%|8
“JuapiEay] *BUOTERIIPY ' avad o
£IAG TN ] uo “JuaPIE Y] 0
affeiaay uo HALIBAODDY] JoqUIN N BENLHERET |
sTIuA( Jo jo SoRIaAY )
aduyuan) 18, afejuay) JaJ Sutnremayy

mﬂ._ww.wrm.am
66| 8 | FI
88| I1} 98
g8 L |CB
a1 F |BL
LI| § |81
or| 8| 2
1t| 9| %
alg e
=
2H
Sle| =
el
PRl

|

g9 | 8¢ | ¢& | oF | 81|82 |I8T/80T|SL [ 919 EL@H svak 1 0L
¢ |IT|e1! 21| ¥ |8T|09 |88 [LT] ¥8 | 98 | 8F |7 TELBI

- |
geloz| & |tr| 1 |o1|68 |01 |ec]90T| 88 | 8O | LLSE
¢ ﬂ_m o (¥ |8 |21]|80| % JOSL|OTL| 0L """ " 0LBI

_
gl™|5|c|s & |ae|or et] 18 | g | o8 | aost
I - [ ¢ |51 |eriun|w]se]| 08! 18 | ~gosr
el | Tt |oslRT| 9 f L8| AL | 0B ot L98E _
T f{rlr|r|=(on|tx|g] 4|88 |67 | 008T
s R :._:.q i N L] ﬂ .ﬁ..n.n ﬁ._k._. m...ur .c-.q....mmﬂ.—.
||...-|-.I||-I-l...Ilrulullli._...lll.l
B ) S 1) o .
2lg |8z g|B|2|E(BlE|E|E
ElelgielElg|E|2|IZIE]|E| &
S RE g A 2|
,EMM__MF_H ‘paaal[ay] | "paisscsay BUVEY

g "BUOTESTIPY

"EIAIETOR( [

« 08T ‘ounp Wipe ‘wnyfisy oy fo Surnady ayy aowis apa [
yous Jof suosup i oy fo qua) od w00y fo uorpiodosdg pun fpgopopp ey wwepy ayy yna ‘sgpeag pup ‘wilaoyosig ‘suswsiupy sy Surnoyg

“III ATIVL



0-00L 0.-00T 0-00T
._..._.._..ﬂm" m.hm h—...wm_ anaEEEEdtEn L MH-..-.—HM.E.E:-M.H i il
0-5% L8I G-0g - oo “peg ¢ i
o6 211 g1 il .:..m_m.__&.-m.ﬂh AT A o
m—.m. .m.m ﬂrm ses FAEEAsEEd mm .muﬂ...._.ﬁ..n.ﬁﬁ.ﬂ.— 111 ik
5.9 LA Q.Ig Tttt passacomy] sawe)) Jo efwua) Jag
‘30, | opemag | topepy | BUOBEIMPY [¥10], o173 Jo Sreurmng
hmw 9cl LILJ6FT; wv_mcﬁ m,m__m__w 56| 9% ¥ | 8G |[BLBOL 6L mm_m Fl ﬂm_ L1 THL _ L m:,_c.q 88 LL 919 08 11 QIG6EE] """ 0L
LS. | 1& 98 |8 |2 _H o1& [* |F |IT |8 ___-,.H_GH FIE |& |T |9 |8 |¥ |FP |T .8 |FI1 _E“mﬁ FeIT o B D 42 |
FL| & | LL|S8 |9 (LL|OL|9 [OT|GT & |IT|0F|1G|6T)L (2 |9 |T1T|G |9 (6 |5 & |0z|#L|9 ooI|F ¢ |¥g|€9|" " 1481
19 | % ' LT |98 |OL|SG|FE|6G!S |01 8 |L |OF ¥R |(9L)S | (¥ (¢ (8 |& P |T (& I¥1|8 |9 08L& & (BOT|89| """ 0.8
6 |9 _n o T O Rl R R o o Ml (R ol e ot Bl % [ B 1 bl o I 11121 |
OL| L (8 JI&|9 [OT] " || |F & |% |&6|BL0L)8 |1 |& =y it e B St 19y B |GGG L |
L € |F J8L|8 |OLJL (""|L Wi (i 08 1 1 1 O (e 5 pr] i sl el e (ot it St 1.1 5 G 501 B Y B e 1981 | |
6L | 9 | IL|¥ |L |3 B 17 8 hﬂ_mﬂ AR (el ot S (s i M ] e o R B S L
L9 | 08 | Te OB |GL|BT|& (T (T |2 (I |L |8T|9 |2 J& [T |t |1 [T T ) __ R N L ¢
= .u...__m.._ L{HL&.HLEN_&_JNLEHL.HHTm_ _h“,||.. .u.__qu._r._l_u..lﬂ._
g|le|ElS|2|E|lS|d|Ele 2| E|lSEE 2 el eldldBlEl s B2 D]
E|F|g(EIB|F(E|E|R|EEIF|E|E|E|EIE|7|E|8|5|E 515|825 |2|5|8 B|E |5
g ) m ‘a380) "BUVA
A | ; peaordmy | | ; < pasoadury | : E 50 | -gosm
ST 3810 15110 | 10N CPeast[] |‘podaAcaan] PN 108 PaAaI[] | "PAIRACDIY ml pasde] ...__.M.H,HU
SUOIRHII Py C Y
ﬂm?ﬁ oua
Jo dururemiay LT “I9qUe0(] I8¢ 03 FUOIRNUPY ‘GL8T ul payJ pue a3
EaEa 1 1jova JOo pai] poe _u____mm.u_wn_un___n— ™05 ﬁ&aﬁduwﬂﬂ __"mn_u.-_mﬂ.:__u._n‘ A X Mo 1) pPeRIupy

"BLBL “aquin0ag JRTg yp wo
fugrpoias doofl yows jo sxquny 2yp pup ‘syoq puw sabaryosrig syg ypa unpliey sy Jo Bupuadgy sy somiw puoesnup F penuuy syj jo Ko gy oy Buimoyg
ia
Al HTAYL




































