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treatment. Newcastle is not exceptional in this respect, as it is
believed that there has been a large increase of insanity through-
out the country. In seeking for its canses we must look for
conditions that have been universal in their operation. The
great heat that prevailed during the past season has been con-
sidered by some a principal canse, whilst the impoverished diet
to which many of the working classes were reduced may also
have had a considerable share in the production of the disease.

The large number 57 (31 males and 26 females), comprise 51
new cases, and 6 re-admissions of individuals who had formerly
been in the asylum. Of these 11 have been discharged as
recovered or improved, 7 have died, and 39 remain in the
asylum. A large residue, among which are many having no
probable chance of complete restoration.

The bodily condition of the patients at the time of admission
was for the most part very unhealthy, and one patient was sent
to the asylum in the last stage of pulmonary consumption,
labouring under the delirium that so frequently accompanies that
disease. The man was moribund at the time of his removal, and
died in five days. [Eight cases of general paralysis and 16 of
other incurable forms of mental disease, 3 epileptics, 1 deaf mute,
and one blind person have been admitted. Eight had, previous
to admission, attempted self-destruction in various ways, by
cutting the throat, leaping from a window, drowning, and abstain-
ing from food.

Mania is as usual the most frequent form of the disease, and
dementia, melancholia, and monomania follow in the order
enumerated.

The ages of the patients admitted present no remarkable
feature ; the largest number are in middle age. Of the three
between 60 and 70, two died shortly after being admitted, and
one recovered.

Of the patients admitted 13 had previously suffered from
insanity.

It is much to be desired that at the time of admission more
accurate information should be given as to the history of the
patients, so that a sound estimate may be formed of the cause of
the disease in each individual case. In general the papers are
filled unsatisfactorily, and important questions are left un-
answered. The most frequent causes of the mental disease are
hereditary transmission of the malady, intemperance, and insuffi-
cient nutrition. Physical have been more potent in the production
of the disease than moral causes. In 7 cases no cause could be
ascertained.

Several of the new patients have been of the better class, and

























































