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“Tt was with feelings of the greatest surprise and regret
that the Board learned that Building operations, so necessary
for the improvement of the Sanitary conditions of the Asylum
and the comfort of the Patients, are proposed to be protracted
over a period of six years.”

And after remarking that the delay in com-
mencing the enlargement of the Asylum had been
excessive, the Commissioners pressed upon your
Committee the great desirability of completing
the New Works as soon as possible.

Your Committee in reply forwarded to the Com-
missioners a copy of their Special Report of the
22nd of May, 1876, and stated that ever since
1870 the Visitors had endeavoured without success
to obtain an Agreement between the Commissioners
in Lunacy and the Three Bodies to a scheme for
enlarging the Asylum, and for that reason, and
not from any want of exertion or fault of the
Visitors, the work had been so long deferred.

Your Committee also stated that they were
of opinion that it would have been unwise to
attempt to carry out all the proposed Work
simultaneously, as they affect a large portion of
the present Building. Such a course must neces-
sarily have involved the removal of a large
number of Patients from the Building to other
Asylums during the progress of the Works and
have caused discomfort to the Patients and their
friends, and needless expense to the Ratepayers,
and further delay if it failed to meet with Agree-
ment from any one of the Four Bodies, whose
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Amongst the numerous works carried out by
your Committee during the past year are the
following, viz.: The repair of the large Cast Iron
Tank in the Tower (which had been weakened
by the gradual action of rust) at a cost of'. £35.
A new valve to the Main Pipe in the Kitchen
Yard at a cost of £10. Two new copper inner
pans to the two Iron Boilers in the Laundry at
a cost of £78. A new Water Closet and apparatus
in the Male Ward, No. 1, at a cost of £95. A
new Wrought Iron Hot-Water Tank, capable of
holding 1000 gallons, with fittings for supply of
the Asylum Wards, at a cost of £92. Iron Water
Pipes from the Asylum Tanks to the Lodge at a
cost of £60. A new Coal-Place for the Laundry
at a cost of £12. A Room for the reception of
Soiled Linen at a cost of £58. Lead Gutters over
the Recreation Room and on the Roof of the
Central Building at a cost of £20.

Your Committee have, during the past year,
issued orders on the County, Isle, and Borough for

Repairs and
New Works
carried out in
the past year-

Orders on the
County, Isle
and Borough for
Landlords
Eepairs.

the amounts, and in the undermentioned propor-
tions for the ordinary Repairs of the Asylum, under
the 38th Section of the Lunatic Asylums Act, 1853.

C‘oulnty Isle. Borough.

9-19ths. 7-19ths. 3-19ths, Total.
1877. £. B 'd Li. & £, & £, 8 d.
February 26 ...... 96 9 8B 76 0 11 32 8 3 203 13 10
1y R 209 1 4 162 12 1 69 13 9 441 7 2
Aungust 27....00444 209 2 4| 20110 9 B6 7 6| 647 0 B
November26......| 468 0 2 360 2 & 164 6 9 977 9 4
1027 13 6| 799 6 2| 342 11 2 '| 2169 10 10
- s ==
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chargeable to Unions in the County, Isle, and
Borough as against 424 at the same period in
1875 ; of these it will be found that the Insane in
Workhouses and with friends were precisely similar
in 1875 and 1876, viz. 147, and that the whole
increase of 31 Lunatics has taken place in the
numbers actually in the Asylum. On the 3lst
December, 1875, there were in Asylums 277, but
on the corresponding day in 1876 there were 308,
as shewn above.

Of the 31 additional Lunatics above-mentioned
the County has 10, the Isle 11, and the
Borough 10.

From the Annual Returns it is ascertained that caicuations as

to Quotas of

out of 12 Unions in the County, Isle, and Borough, Expt o
sending Patients to the Asylum only one (Caxton) “‘E}f,}’;;";,‘:f;f“
has decreased since 1875, and that only by one 3222
Patient. Dividing the actual number of Patients

in the Asylum on the 81st December, 1876, viz.

807, by the proportion of charge of keeping up

the Asylum paid by each of the Three Bodies,

the following would be the result :

The County 9-19ths could send in 145 ; they had only 127, being 18 deficiency
The Isle  7-19ths 3 113 o 120 ,, 7 in excess.
TheBorough3-19ths o 49 3 {1 el

Your Committee regret to report that the in-
crease of Insanity, as stated above, has not abated
during the past year, the number of Patients in
the Asylum on the 31st December, 1876, having
been 307 as against 313 on the 31st December, 187’??:
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peof witism — In November last, Dr. Bacon, the Medical

~2ot CC_Superintendent, called the attention of your Com-
mittee to the case of William Doncaster, a Patient,
who bad been sent to the Asylum from the
Whittlesey Union, who was ‘“ An idiot child, aged
10, blind, helpless, epileptic, unable to speak, stand,
or feed himself, and weighing only 3 stones.”

Your Committee requested Dr. Bacon to write

to the Board of Guardians of the Whittlesey
Union, informing them that the case had been
brought before the notice of your Committee, and
that they were of opinion that the Union Work-
house was the most appropriate place for such a
young and afflicted Patient, and to request that
he be forthwith removed from the Asylum. This
request has been complied with. Your Committee
mention this case, and especially urge on the
Guardians of the several Unions in the County,
Isle, and Borough, as the Asylum is now so full
of Adult Patients, not to send this class of Patients,
who can be better provided for and treated in a
Workhouse.

Jeathof Joserh  Your Committee regret to have to report the

e " death of Joseph Scott, the Gardener of the Asylum,
which took place on the 27th of July last, at the
Lodge. Scott was appointed to his office on the
29th of December, 1864, on the decease of his
father, Richard Scott, who was also gardener before
him. Joseph Scott performed the duties of his
office to the satisfaction of your Committee and
the Medical Superintendent.
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In consequence of the great alterations in the FireInsuranc

Policies on

Asylum and additional buildings added thereto, ***= VL

since the last Fire Insurance Policies were effected,
your Committee in January last had a complete
revision thereof made, and all damage to the
Buildings as they now exist will be covered by
the Insurances now effected. Your Committee
have also insured the two Boilers in use at the
Asylum in “The Manchester Boiler Insurance
Company, Limited,” in the sum of £400 each.

Following the directions of the Lunacy Acts, Dischareeof
your Committee have to report that during the 2rztennes:
past year they have discharged two of the Male
Attendants for drunkenness, viz. Samuel Littlechild
on the 29th April, 1877, and Benjamin Harris on
the 30th July, 1877.

As usual an appendix to this Report will be
printed and will contain the Reports of the Com-
missioners in Lunacy on their Inspection of the
Asylum on the 17th February, 1877, and of
Mr. Rowe, the Asylum Architect, together with
correspondence referred to in this Report.

OLIVER CLAUDE PELL,

Chairman.

Tur Asyiuvm, Fursoumnw,
31lst December, 1877,
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The Deaths resulted from the following causes :

Phthisis and other diseases of the Chest and
Lungs 10, Diarrhcea 7, Diseases of the Bran 7,
Old Age and Exhaustion 7, Asphyxia 1, Cancer I.

Post-mortem Examinations were made in 18
~cases, and upon 2 Female Patients Inquests were
held. In one, a case of Acute Mania only 3 days
in the Asylum, and not supposed to be Suicidal,
the Patient was found suffocated by pieces of
blanket which she had crammed into her mouth
and throat. In the other the Patient was found
dead in a single room, and her death was ascer-
tained to have been caused by Disease of the
Heart.

Erysipelas, which was noticed to have been
prevalent at the last Visit, continued to attack
the Female Patients for a short time afterwards.
In July, August, and September, a severe form
of Diarrhces was epidemic in both divisions. As
many as 24 Patients were effected, and 7 deaths
were attributed to this disorder. These Diseases
no doubt originate in overcrowding and imperfect
Sanitary arrangements, and though by the Plans
for the Extension of the Building, at an estimated
cost of £13,000, these defects will be remedied,
we are sorry to learn that the Building operations
are proposed to be spread over a period of six
years, and a sum of only £2000 is to be called
for annually.

Besides the great inconvenience and disturbance
which will necessarily be caused by spreading these
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proving too small for the supply of hot water
required for the additional buildings, a new wrought-
iron Tank containing a Steam Coil has been fixed
in its place.

General Water Supply.—The large cast-iron
Tank in the Tower holding 9000 gallons into
which water is pumped from the Wells direct,
shewed signs of weakness when full; it has been
strengthened by a continuous girdle of rolled iron
joists and additional tie rods.

The brickwork of the Tower has been tied
together with iron bolts and dogs and the fissures
pointed.

A line of pipes has been laid under ground
to bring water from the Tank i the Tower to
the Lodge, there being reason to suppose that the
water in the existing well was in an impure state.

Laundry.—The iron Boilers becoming rusty and
spoiling the Linen by iron-mould, copper boilers
have been substituted for them and a new slab
slate rinsing Cistern provided.

Repairs.—Considerable repairs to the buildings

and fittings have been executed, as, and when,
required.

Lizecution of Works.—The Hot Water Tank was
made by Mr. J. I. Headly, of Cambridge; the
Tank in the Tower was strengthened by M.
A. D. Dawnay, of London; the Copper Pans in
Laundry and a new Valve for the Rising Main from
the Pumps were supplied by Messrs. Pontifex and























































































CAMBRIDGESHIRE, ISLE OF ELY AND BOROUGH OF CAMBRIDGE LUNATIC ASYLUM.
Income and Expenditure from the 13 day of January to the 31% December, 1877 .
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