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94 APPENDIX

one experienced in philanthropic work knows how strenu-
ously these people maintain their independence. They
would not go to the Corporation, the Corporation
would have to try and find them ; a most difficult thing
to do. People who apply for Corporation houses will
not all be those who have the greatest need for assist-
ance, and the enquiry necessary to get at the truth
would be of such an inquisitorial nature, that no govern-
ing body could undertake it. Experience has shown
that municipal houses are filled up immediately by
those for whom they were never intended. If, on the
the other hand, an enquiry were thoroughly carried
out, and the limit of wages for municipal tenants fixed,
then there would be a gross injustice done to those men
just above the limit, and they would have every induce-
ment to earn lower wages, which is exactly contrary to
what all reformers are working for.

(5) In connection with the foregoing, it may be
remarked that municipal house building is a form of
rate-aided charity to the poorest class of the town.
This charity comes out of the rates, which are compul-
sorily collected from all classes of the community, either
directly, or indirectly in the form of rent. The in-
creased rates necessitated by municipal house building
will press most heavily on the large class just above * the
poverty line,” and with increases for other purposes
force many below it. Thus the result will be to still
further increase, instead of to diminish, the proportion
of the population for whom it is suggested rate-aided
houses should be built.

(6) Supposing that municipal house building did
result in reducing rent all over the city, this would only
have the effect of subsidising employers of labour. It


































