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a0 A MISSION TO VITL

yielded a rich harvest. I should have liked to tarry
much longer than I did, but the natives became de-
sirous of returning, and as the sun was gradually de-

clining, there was no retaining them. Our company

dwindled down to a few faithful attendants, and even
these were speedily reduced to one, Ambrose, a native
teacher, and a man deservedly valued by the mission-
aries. Having to be in the forest late in the evening
is to the Fijians something terrible. They see ghosts
and evil-intentioned spirits start up in every direction,
and to escape falling victims to their anger, they yell
and shout at the top of their voice, like children when
left in the dark at night. We regained Somosomo,
dreadfully tired and covered all over with mud, but well
satisfied with our day’s excursion, and it was not long
before we were in bed, under two blankets, which in
June and July are never found too warm in Fiji.

On the 31st of May, Golea, the chief of Somosomo,
returned from his fighting expedition. It was a fine
scene; six war-canoes with their large triangular sails
skimming before the wind, the warriors on board, dan-
cing, shouting, singing, and sounding the conch-shell.
Eleanor, accompanied by the whole seraglio of the chief,
hastened to the beach, in order to welcome their lord
and master by clapping of hands, dancing, and sing-
ing. There being no men at home, the little hunchback
of Golea's establishment came breathless to our place,
begging Mr. Coxon to pull the trigger of a pop-gun
which was to be fired the moment his highness stepped
on shore, but which no one had the courage to touch.
Golea, soon after landing, paid us a visit. He was a
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KOROVONO AND ITS FORESTS. 39
or so, it requires a well-trained ear to detect the diffe-
rence, and, though trying very hard, I never could mas-
terit. No sooner were the nuts down than Koytoo stood
again on ferra firma, cutting a stick about three feet
long and one inch thick, which he placed obliquely in
the ground, and used for shelling the nuts. Thus di-
vested of their thick outer fibrous covering, the hard
shell of one nut was used as a hammer for knocking a
hole in the other, and so nicely was this done, that the
hole was hardly larger than a shilling, and scarcely a
drop of the milk was spilt. We used to empty a great
number of nuts in this state without ever experiencing
any bad effects. We who wear clothes ought to have
a steady hand, for should any of the milk be spilt, it
will, on running over the few remaining fibres of the
husk, become astringent, and produce an indelible stain
in linen and cotton, having exactly the appearance of
iron-mould.

On the 4th of June, I paid a visit to Korovono, on
Vanua Levu, Mrs. Waterhouse obligingly lending me.
the mission boat and erew to take me across the Straits
of Somosomo. My object was to examine the Kowrie
pines and wild nutmegs of that place. We left Somo-
somo early in the morning, and reached our destination
at three o’clock in the afternoon. Jetro, an old Manila
man, who had come to Fiji years ago, and spoke Spanish
with some difficulty, met us on the beach, and conducted
us to a fine grove of Kowrie pines (Dammara Vitiensis,
Seem.) shortly to fall a prey to the axe. FEuropean
sawyers had already cut down a number of the best
trees, yet some good specimens were still standing, and






DIFFICULTIES OF ASCERTAINING THE TRUTH. 41

tains for our protection, sleep would have been out
of the question. A council of war being held, it was
thought preferable, notwithstanding the wind being
dead against us, to beat out of the bay and pull the
rest of the way. Leaving without further delay, we
passed, about midnight, Kioa, or Owen Island, as it 1s
sometimes called, from having become the property of
Mr. Owen, an enterprising Australian gentleman, who
endeavoured to form a settlement on it. Mr. Owen
was for some time a member of the Victorian Legisla-
ture, at Melbourne, where he was often alluded to as
« Member for Fiji.” Though taking advantage of every
slight breeze, we had to be at sea all night and did not
reach Somosomo until six o’clock the next morning,
and were heartily glad when Koytoo, the Rotuma cook,
brought the breakfast, as usual consisting of yams, pork,
and coffee.

On the 5th of June, a small island schooner came in
belonging to a half-caste, and manned by a crew of the
same mixed origin. They brought all the news of the
group, and complained bitterly of the missionaries in-
juring their trade by inducing the natives to contribute
cocoa-nut oil towards the support of the Wesleyan So-
clety, an article which formerly passed direct into the
hands of the small traders. When a native became
Christian, he was made to give every three months eight
gallons of oil, or thirty-two a year, equal to £4 sterling.
Notice was. given a few days before the oil was due;
and when a trader visited a place he found none but
empty casks,—the church had swallowed it all up.
. This statement, like many others heard in the islands,

























A FIRST-RATE COTTON-GROWING COUNTRY. 49

Clotton wants sea-air. What country would answer this
requirement better. than a group of more than two hun-
dred islands surrounded by the ocean as a convenient
highway to even small boats and canoes, since the un-
checked force of the winds and waves is broken by
the natural breakwater presented by the reefs which
nearly encircle the whole? Cotton requires, further,
to be fanned by gentle breezes when growing, and a
comparatively low temperature ; there is scarcely ever a
calm, either the north-east or the south-east trade-wind
blowing over the islands keeps up a constant current,
and the thermometer for months vacillates between 62°
and 80° Fahrenheit, and never rises to the height at-
tained in some parts of tropical Asia, Africa, or Ame-
rica. In fine, every condition required to favour the
growth of this important production seems to be pro-
- vided, and it is hardly possible to add anything more in
order to impress those best qualified to judge with a bet-
ter idea of Fiji as a first-rate cotton-growing country.
Cotton is not indigenous in any part of the group.
Independent of its introduction being alluded to in va-
rious works as having taken place in the early part of
this century, there is no proper vernacular name for it.
In all such cases, the Fijian language borrows that of
an indigenous plant resembling the introduced one as
closely as possible ; thus the Cassava root received the
name of “Yabia ni papalagi” (i. e. foreign arrowroot),
the bird’s-eye pepper that of “Boro ni papalagi” (i.e.
foreign nightshade), and the pine-apple that of «Ba-
lawa ni papalagi” (i.e. foreign screw-pine). By the
same rule, cotton became known as “Vauvau ni papalagi”
E






YIELD OF WILD COTTON. 51

tioned kinds, especially Gossypivin Peruvianum and Gos-
sypium arborewm, are the most frequent in the group ;
the fifth seems confined to Laselase, some miles from
Namosi; and the sixth (Nankin) has been met with on
Kadava by Mr. Pritchard, and on the Rakiraki coast
by Colonel Smythe.

There is scarcely any difference in the look of the
four first-mentioned kinds which a person not botani-
cally trained could readily detect. Left to themselves,
and never subjected to the pruning knife, these cotton
shrubs become as high as a tall man can reach, and each
shrub spreads over a surface of about fourteen feet
square. I have had no opportunity of counting the
number of pods produced throughout the year by a
single specimen, but that found in July was on the
average seven hundred per plant. Twenty pods of
cleaned cotton weighed 1 oz.; thus each plant would
yield 21bs. 3 0z. Allowing fourteen feet square for
each plant, an acre would hold 222 plants, yielding at
the rate of 21lbs. 3 oz. per individual plant, 485 lbs.
10 0z. Even fixing the price of sorts, worth more than
Ls. at Manchester, as low as 6d. per pound on the spot,
an acre would realize £12. 2s. 93d. When it is borne
in mind that Fijian cotton brings forth ripe fruit with-
out intermission throughout the year, but that this cal-
culation is based solely upon the number of pods found
at one tume only, and that the pods were gathered from
plants upon which no attention whatever had been be-
stowed, the result will be still more striking; double,
even treble the above quantity may safely be calculated
upon as their annual crop. When it is further remem-
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SUCCESS OF AN EXPERIMENTAL PLANTATION. Ho

sul, had succeeded in raising New Orleans cotton on his
estate, in the island of Wakaya, twelve pods of which
weighed an ounce ; whilst the seeds distributed by me
amongst various people had evidently not fallen on
barren soil. Of-course, my plantation could only be a
small one, but nevertheless it proved so far beneficial
that it convinced those white settlers who had lately
repaired to the group what quick returns cotton would
yield, and some of them resolutely set about establish-
ing plantations. The mail brought the news that some
of them had as many as fifteen acres planted. Mr.
Storck, my assistant, who went from Sydney with me
to Fijis, made up his mind to remain behind when 1
came away, in order to devote his energies to cotton-
growing. Mr. Pritchard supplying him with land, he
commenced a plantation at Nukumoto, on the island
of Viti Levu; and if the experiment should prove re-
munerative, more land will speedily be brought under
cultivation.,

The fact that cotton will grow, and will grow well,
being established, the success of this and similar attempts
will chiefly depend upon the supply of manual labour.
Those best acquainted with the condition of the group,
and the character of its people, confidently look forward
to a steady supply of it. In Rewa, Ovalau, and other dis-
tricts longest frequented by whites, the natives go round
asking for employment. This is quite an innovation,
and shows that the Fijian is becoming gradually accus-
tomed to labour for fixed wages; and, when the chiefs
shall have either voluntarily relinquished or been com-
pelled to give up their claim to all the property ac-












WAKAYA. 59

excursion produced several plants not previously noticed,
and also resulted in the discovery of an entirely new
genus of Rhamnacee, which 1 have called, in honour of
Colonel Smythe, R.A., Smythea pacifica.™

Steering in a south-westerly direction, we sighted the
island of Koro, or Goro as some charts erroneously term
it, where an immense number of yams are grown, and
the souls of all the pigs killed in the group are supposed
to go. A little further on we passed Wakaya, a small
island belonging to Dr. Brower, and the site of a settle-
ment chiefly composed of half-castes, who, besides at-

~tending to the sheep and cattle, look after the planta-

tions of sugar, coffee, and cotton the enterprising Doc-
tor has established. The most remarkable fact con-
nected with Wakaya is its being one of the places
where the Balolo, a curious annelidan, makes its periodi-
cal appearance. Of the very existence of this singular
animal naturalists knew nothing, until a few years ago
Dr. Gray, of the British Museum, described it under
the name of Palolo viridis, adopting its Samoan and
Tonguese vernacular name for the genus; and D, Mac-
donald wrote on its anatomy. The time when the Ba-
lolo comes in may be termed the Fijian whitebait
season. It is watched for with the greatest anxiety,
and predicted with unerring certainty from the phases
of the moon. The first of these worm-like creatures
floating on the surface of the ocean are seen in October,

* A coloured plate and a full deseription of this singular genus, closely
allied to Ventilago, with which it agrees in habit to a remarkable degree,
but differing by having a veritable dehiscent capsule, instead of a drupe,
has been published in ‘ Bonplandia,’ vol. x. p. 69, tab. 9. Additional par-
ticulars will be found in my * Flora Vitiensis.’
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hence termed Vula i Balolo lailai, 7. e. the little Balolo
month. Myriads appear about the latter end of No-
vember, generally on the 25th, which from that fact is
known as the Vula i Balolo levu, or great Balolo month ;
and the natives of the coast are particularly busy in
catching and forwarding the delicacy of the season to
friends residing in places deprived of it,—presents all
the more appreciated as a whole year must elapse be-
fore the same boon can again be conferred.

In a letter dated Levuka, Fiji, December 6th, 1861,
and addressed to her friends, an English lady gives the
following account :—“ In November we all went for a
few days to Wakaya, about ten miles east-north-east
from Ovalau, in order to see the Balolos, which rise out
of the reefs just before daylight, first in small numbers,
but about sunrise in such masses that the sea looks
more solid than liquid. As they were to appear on the-
morning of the 25th, we retired to rest at an early hour
the night before, and rose with the moon, about one
o'clock in the morning. An how’s pull in the whale
boat brought us to the very spot they were to come.
We found several natives already collected there in
boats and canoes, all anxiously looking out who should
get the first. This they discovered by sitting with their
hands in the water as the canoe was gently paddled about.
Presently there was great shouting,—nets were put out,
the excitement commenced. At first our nets did very
well, but soon the Balolos became too numerous for
them to be of any use, and they were caught by the - .
hand and thrown into the baskets with which the boats
were filled. We placed a white handkerchief about
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these little, creeping, crawling things, with their eylin-
drical, jointed body, are a delicacy to be recommended
or a nuisance to be avoided.

The most singular portion of the natural history of
the Balolo is the regularity of its periodical appearance.
About Hanover I have often observed devout Roman
(atholics going on the morning of St. John's day to
neighbouring sandhills, gathering on the roots of herbs
a certain insect (Coccus Polonica) looking like drops of
blood, and thought by them to be created on purpose
to keep alive the remembrance of the foul murder of
St. John the Baptist, and only to be met with on the
morning of the day set apart for him by the Church. I
believe the life of this insect is very ephemeral, but by
no means restricted to the 24th of June. But there 1s

an Australian bird (Psittacus undulatus) which is known .

to lay its eggs always on the 17th and 19th of Decem-
ber, and forms another instance of certain actions in the
life of an animal being performed, with unerring cer-
tainty, on particular days. "

On the 22nd, at four .M., we entered the harbour of
Levuka, the principal port of the island of Ovalau.
Captain Wilson, who had left Somosomo a few days be-
fore me, was standing at the beach, and conducted me
to the office of the British Consulate, where I found
Mr. William Pritchard, by whom the cession of Fiji to
England has been brought about, and to whom I deli-
vered a letter from Earl Russell. Mr. Pritchard is the
son of the Rev. George Pritchard, formerly British Con-
sul at Tahiti, at the time when the French, against the
wish and will of the natives, assumed the protectorate
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140 A MISSION TO VITL

178% 6’ 23” east, according to observation taken by Mr.
Sedmond, master of HL.M.S. Harrier, 17, Captain Sir
Malcolm M‘Gregor. Tavuki is an open bay on the
northern coast, with no deep water close to the shore,
and at ebb tide one has to walk about half a mile
over the coral reef before being able to reach the boats.
The missionaries had endeavoured to make a pier, on
which those whom the chiefs would wish to punish for
any petty offences were made to work; but at the
time of our visit little progress had been made, and one
could almost have wished that a greater number of
petty offences had been committed.

The island of Kadavu, of which so little is known,
and no accurate hydrographical survey exists, is highly
cultivated, notwithstanding its being so hilly, and rising
on its western extremity four thousand feet high. A
strong belief has sprung up that there must be gold,
and old gold-diggers from the Australian colonies, judg-
ing from the formation of the quartz rocks, maintain
that the island is auriferous. Quite recently Kadavu
has been examined by twe miners from Melbourne,
who certainly did find a quartz reef, but not the pre-
cious metal they were in search of. The fact of the
matter is, that neither of these parties had the means
to provide themselves with proper tools for a thorough
and final exploration. The discovery of gold has ac-
tually been reported from Vanua Levu. The popula-
tion of Kadavu, said to number about ten thousand, 1s
a mixture between the Fijian and Tonguese races, all
of whom, with the exception of seven individuals, have
nominally become Christians. The island is twenty-
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568 A MISSION TO VITI.

The word “ Niu"” is common to most Polynesian lan-
guages, often taking the form of “Nia” and * Niau;’
the New Zealand * Nikau,” by which the Maoris desig-
nate their indigenous palm (dreca sapida, Sol.), does be-
long, and perhaps even “Nipa,” the Philippine name of
" Nipa fruticans, may belong, to the same group of words.
We further trace the Fijian *“ Niu,” or with the article
“a” (a niu) before it, in the Anao, Anowe, Anau, and
Nu, by which names a sugar-yielding palm, the Arenga
saccharifera, is known in different parts of the Indian
Archipelago. The existence of a collective term for
“ palms ” never having been pointed out, the passage in
John xii. 13, “Took leaves of the palm-trees,” is ren-
dered both in the Viwa and the London edition of the
Fijian Bible, “ Era sa kauta na drau ni balabala,”—
literally, « Took leaves of the tree-fern,” for balabala
is a tree-fern (Alsophila excelsa, R. Br.). “Niu” is the
term that ought to have been used, there being two
kinds of real palms in Syria, but no tree-ferns.

Only one of all the palms as yet discovered in Fiji
is a fan-palm, the rest having pinnatifid leaves. This
is the Niu Masei, Sakiki or Viu, a new genus of Cory-
phine (Pritchardia pacifice, Seem. et Wendl.), differing
from all described ones in several important characters.
‘The blades of the leaves are made into fans, ““Iri masei”
or “ai Viu,” which are only allowed to be used by the
chiefs, as those of the Talipot (Corypha umbraculifera,
Linn.) formerly were in Ceylon. The common people
have to content themselves with fans made of Pandanus
caricosus. Hence, though there is not a village of im-
portance without the Sakiki, or, as it is termed in the
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The inflorescence never breaks out below the crown, as it
does in the Niu sawa (Kentia? exorrhiza, Wendl). The
spadix is three feet long, stiff and very straight. bearing
numerous minute hermaphrodite flowers, of a brownish-
yellow colour. The fruit is perfectly round, about half
an inch in diameter ;- and, when quite matured, it has
exactly the colour of a black-heart cherry, the outside
having a slight astringent taste. The seeds germinate
freely, and out of a handful thrown carelessly into a
Wardian case in Fiji, more than thirty had begun to
grow when they reached New South Wales, where they
were taken care of in the Botanic Gardens, and will
duly be distributed amongst the various establishments
forming collections of rare and beautiful palms—for -
such this species certainly is.

The Niu sawa (Hentia ? exorrhiza, H. Wendl.) is a
pinnatifid palm of considerable beauty, of which there
is a characteristic sketch, representing the vegetation of
the Rewa river, in ¢ The Narrative of the United States
Exploring Expedition.” This palm is found all over
" Fiji, ascending mountains to the height of two thousand
feet. Mr. Charles Moore, of Sydney, met with it in New
Caledonia ; and there is reason to believe that it is also
found in the Tongan group, where, as in Fiji, it is known
by the name of “ Niu sawa,” I am told; *“sawa,” signi-
fying ““red” in Tonguese (and having no meaning in
Fijian), being doubtless given on account of the fruit,
which merges from bright orange into red. This palm
is remarkably straight, and often more than sixty feet
high. The trunk is unarmed, smooth, and of a whitish
colour ; it is a couple of feet above the base, from two
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depth of the forest, where it shows its feathery erown
above the surrounding trees, forming what St. Pierre
poetically called “a forest above a forest,” and what
the Fijians less skilfully wished to express by the name of
Cagicake, literally “above the wind.” Before I had seen
the fruit the natives described it to me as being exactly
the same shape and colour as that of the Niu sawa, but
only very much smaller in size; and in this they were
pretty correct. Whilst the fruit of the Niu sawa is as
large as a walnut, that of the Cagicalie is about the size
of a coffee berry. The trunk is smooth, unarmed, and
about eight inches in diameter, furnishing capital ma-
terial for rafters, which the natives declare are so durable
that they last for ever. The leaves are pinnatifid, ten
to twelve feet long, and the lowermost segments being
narrower, and at least three or four times as long as the
uppermost, hang down in long fringes. When in the
dusk of the evening I first encountered this singlar palm
on the Macuata coast of Vanua Levu, it was this pecu-
liarity that first attracted my attention, otherwise 1
* should have taken it to be a Nin sawa. It was pitch-
dark before the tree was felled and dragged out of the
thick jungle in which it grew, when passing my fingers
over the surface of the segments, I felt a thick marginal
and elevated vein, which at once assured me that an
undoubtedly new addition had been made to my col-
lection. The disproportionate length of the lower seg-
ments, and the thick marginal vein pointed out. though
they had been first discovered in the absence of regular
daylight, are amongst the most striking peculiarities,
and ought to be seized upon by those giving a popular
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In Wilkes’s ¢ Narrative of the United States Explor-
ing Expedition,’ mention is made of a Caryota, as grow-
ing in Fiji, and being used for rafters in building. * Its
straight stem, with its durable, hard, and tough quali-
ties, render it well adapted for this purpose.” No one
has subsequently met with a true Caryota, one of the
most remarkable genera: and I fancy that the botanists
of Wilkes’s expedition may have mistaken the eroso-
dentate leaves of a timber-yielding palm, probably Péy-
chosperma Vitiensis, Wendl., abounding in some parts
of Viti Levu, for those of a Caryota. 1t is about forty
feet high, has a smooth trunk, pinnatifid leaves, and was
seen by me at Nukubalavu. I have not been able to
learn its native name. Two other species, the sago and
the cocoa-nut palm, already treated of above, and three
discovered by the United States Exploring Expedition,
augment the list of Fijian palms to ten.

Ornamental plants are highly appreciated by both
natives and white settlers, especially those having either
variegated leaves or gay-coloured flowers, since the Fi-
jian flora shares with that of most islands the peculiarity
of possessing only a limited number of species display-
ing gay tints. Those most frequently seen about the
native houses are what gardeners call “leaf plants,” in-
cluding the Danidani (Panrax fruticosum, Linn. ), with its
deeply-cut foliage, several beautiful varieties of the
Dracana ferrea, some of which have been introduced
from various Polynesian islands, the Croton pictum, the
indigenous Acalypha virgata, Forst., termed Kalabuci
damu, the foliage of which changes from dark-green to
brown, yellow and scarlet, and two kinds of ornamental
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apparently brought from the Sandwich Islands to Tahiti.
The white settlers have introduced cattle, horses, goats,
sheep, rabbits, and cats, all of which seem to thrive
well.  The horses are as yet few in number, and they
are not much valued, as most inhabited places can be
reached by water, and there are as yet no roads in the
large islands. The terror of the natives at first seeing
a horse and a man on its back seems to have been quite
equal to that recorded of the ancient American nations:
they ran away in wild dismay, or climbed trees and rocks
to get out of the reach of the monster. Cattle succeed
well ; and I saw some very fine young bullocks on Ka-
davu, the property of Mr. Boyce. Fijians not fencing in
their plantations, they have rather a dislike to cattle,
and in some instances they have killed them, as their
crops have frequently suffered from their devastation.
They are very fond of beef, and as there was no native
name for it, they have compounded one, calling it
¢ Bulla-ma-kau,” because it 1s derived from a bull and a
cow. Goats have become very numerous, and most of
the white settlers have flocks of them for the sake of
their milk ; but I am not aware that any of the natives
have as yet reared any. Sheep were first introduced,
if T am rightly informed, by Dr. Brower, the present
American Consul, and several extensive sheep-runs have
lately been bought on the northern shores of Viti Levu
and Vanua Levu by British subjects from Australia. It
was formerly supposed that the climate of Fiji was too
warm for sheep, but that does not seem to be the case.
Some specimens of Fijian wool were sent to the London
Exhibition of 1862. “We find sheep answer well,”
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in some parts, as has already been related; and equally
irritating are the flies (Lago), which keep one’s hands
constantly employed, and in order to have a meal in
peace a boy must be kept continually employed in driving
them away. Fleas, to finish the catalogue of irritants, are
not so plentiful as T have found them in Spanish America
or Southern Europe, nor are foreigners much troubled
by the vermin so abundant in the large heads of hair
worn by the heathen natives. Cockroaches are swarm-
mmg in most houses, canoes, and vessels, and often dis-
turb one during the night, not only by running over
one’s body but also by attacking it in right earnest.
Some very fine beetlesand butterflies are met with ; and
at dusk the woods begin to swarm with myriads of fire-
flies. Highly eurious are what are popularly termed
leaf- and stick-insects, species of Mantis; the wings of
some of them ean scarcely be distinguished from real
leaves. Some large kinds of spider, amongst them a
stinging one, have to be noticed. Centipedes, nearly a
foot long,were frequently encountered by us in the woods,
and scorpions are more frequent than one could wish.

There is a goodly display of the lower evertebrate
animals, amongst them a long series of sea-slugs, sea-
cumbers, and béche-de-mer, annelidans, starfish, and me-
dusas.

It would well repay a zoologist who has some funds
at his command—without them he must not go to this
expensive place—to spend a couple of years in investi-
gating the Fauna of Fiji. Judging from what has been
collected, mostly in great haste, a number of new
genera and species may be expected from a thorough
zoological examination of the group.













392 A MISSION TO VITI.

tion of these altars is identical with that observed by
Turner in Tanna, and only differs in its inferior finish
from the altars formerly erected in Tahiti and the ad-
Jacent islands. The offerings, consisting of the choicest
articles of food, are left exposed to wind and weather,
and firmly believed by the mass of Fijians to be con-
sumed by the spirits of departed friends and relations ;
but, if not eaten by animals, they are often stolen by
the more enlightened class of their countrymen, and
even some of the foreigners do not disdain occasionally
to help themselves freely to them. However, it is not
only on tombs or on altars that offerings are made;
often, when the natives eat or drink anything, they
throw portions of it away, stating them to be for their
departed ancestors. I remember ordering a young chief
to empty a bowl containing kava, which he did, mutter-
ing to himself, “ There, father, is some kava for you.
Protect me from illness or breaking any of my limbs
whilst in the mountains.”

Besides their regular gods and deified spirits, the Fi-
jians have idolized objects, such as sacred stones, trees,
and groves, of which T have already spoken (p. 87); and
in addition to these, certain birds, fishes, and some men,
are supposed to have deities closely connected with or
residing in them. He who worships the god inhabiting
a certain fish or bird, must of course refrain from harm-
ing or eating them.

All Fijian temples—at least those about the coast—
have a pyramidal form, and are often erected on ter-
raced mounds, in this respect reminding us of the an-
cient Central American structures We meet the same
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terraced mounds also in Eastern Polynesia, with which
Fiji and all other groups of the South Sea share the
principal features of religious belief.
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FIJIAN TEMPLE (BURE KALOU).

There is in most of them a shrine, where the god is
supposed to descend when holding communication with
the priests, and there is also a long piece of native cloth
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hung at one end of the building, and from the very ceil-
ing, which is also connected with the arrival and depar-
ture of the god invoked. The revelations, however, are
made by means of the spirit of the god entering the body
of the priest, who, having become possessed, begins to
tremble most violently, and in this excited state utters
disjointed sentences—supposed to be the revelations
which the god wishes to make by the mouth of his ser-
vant. It is the oracle at Delphi over again. Mankind
will be deceived, whether by a Fijian priest, a Grecian
Pythia, or an American spirit-rapper.

The conceptions which the Fijians have of the origin
of their islands is, that they were made and peopled by
Degei. This god, when walking along the beaches, wore
long trains of native cloth, like those worn by great chiefs
at the present day; and whenever he allowed them to
drag the ground, the beach, becoming free from vege-
tation, showed the white sand; whenever he took them
up, and cast them over his shoulder, the trees and
shrubs remained undisturbed.* What Humboldt pointed
out as one of the characteristics of all religions is not
wanting in that of Fiji. There is a tradition of a flood.
Degei was roused every morning by the cooing of a
monstrous bird, called “ Turukawa,” who performed his
duty well until two youths, grandsons of the god, acci-
dentally killed it with bow and arrow, and, in order to
conceal their deed, buried it. Degei, accustomed to be-
ing roused at sunrise by his fayourite bird, was greatly
annoyed on finding it had disappeared, and he at once
dispatched his messenger, Uto, all over the island in

* Williams ( Fiji and the Fijians,” p. 250) makes Roko Mouta, another
god, take this walk.
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one of the canons of Fijian belief. 1t is from this con-
viction that, on the death of a man, be he chief or com-
moner, all his wives are strangled, so that he may not
have to go alone on his journey or arrive at the future
abode of bliss without anybody near and dear to him.
Only in the christianized districts has this cruel custom
been abolished. The Tonguese restricted the posses-
sion of a soul to chiefs and gentry, but the Fijians go
further, allowing it not only to all mankind, but to
animals, plants, and even houses, canoes, and all me-
chanical contrivances, The ultimate destination of the
soul is Bulu, identical with the Tonguese Bolotu, and
the general starting-place (Cibicibi) is supposed to be at
Naicobocobo (= Naithombothombo), the extreme west-
ern or lee side of Vanua Levu, to which pilgrimages
are occasionally made. It is not a little singular that
the Iijlans agree with the Tahitians, Samoans, Ton-
guese, and Maoris, In fixing this starting-place inva-
riably on that side of their respective countries. The
ancient Egyptians, it will be remembered, coincided
with them in supposing their souls to depart westward.*
But I must not accumulate coincidences. Those theory-
spinners who are always on the look-out for traces of
the lost tribes, and similar losses that give them un-
easiness, might propound an hypothesis purporting to
account for the westward movement common to the
souls of the ancient Egyptians and the modern Poly-
nesians, and, taking a hint from the incidental observa-
tion that Fijian temples have somewhat the shape of

# Tn Tahiti this place is called Fareaitu, in Samoa Fafa; the Maoris
start from Cape Maria Van Diemen.
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any chance whatever of getting to Bulu. First they have
to meet the spirit of a great woman, and, having eluded
her fatal grasp, face a still more powerful foe. Naga-
naga, a bitter hater of all unmarried men, is on the
look-out for them, and if he catches them, dashes them
to pieces on alarge black stone.

Some of the traditions speak of Bulu as Lagi (=
Langi), the sky, the heavens; others again as being
under the water : all however assert that in this future
abode there are several districts. The names of Lagi
tua dua, Lagi tua rua, and Lagi tua tolu, the first, the
second, and the third heavens, are given to them by one
set of traditions, and that of Murimuria and Burotu by
the others. Murimuria seems to be a district of infe-
rior happiness, where punishments and rewards are
~awarded. Burotu is the Fijian Elysium, where all that
the natives most desire, value, and enjoy, is abundant.
The manly nature of the Fijian is nowhere better dis-
played than in the conception of his future abode. He
does not expect to exist there in indolent ease, reclining
on soft couches, and sipping nectar handed by lovely
houris, but hopes to resume all the out-door exercises
to which he has been habituated during his stay on
earth. Food will be plentiful, it is true, but there will
be lots of canoes, plenty of sailing, fishing, and sporting
—plenty of action. In fact, he hopes to lead very much
the same life as he does here, and his admiration for
fine, well developed people will be gratified ; for, if ac-
counts may be trusted, all will be larger than they were
on earth. There does not seem to be any separation
between the abodes of the good and the wicked, nothing
that corresponds to our heaven and hell, no fire and
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commanding, as to leave little doubt in the mind of the
chief that the god himself was now before him. Fish
was presented to him; and just as the god was retiring
with it, Koroika hit him with an arrow, and then re-
treated in all possible haste. But the voice of the god
followed him, exclaiming, “Nought but serpents!—
nought but serpents!” Arrived at home, and scarcely
recovered from his state of agitation, he ordered dinner
to be brought. The cover was removed from the pot,
when, oh! horror, it was full of serpents! The chief
seized a jug of water, saying, <At any rate, I will drink ;”
but, instead of the limpid fluid, he poured out crawling
serpents. Unable to eat or drink, he sought comfort in
sleep. He unrolled his mat, and was in the act of lying
down upon it, when innumerable serpents appeared.
Mad with excitement, he rushes out of doors, and pass-
g a temple, hears, to his dismay, a priest revealing
that the god has been wounded by the hand of a citizen,
and that punishment will overtake the city. There is
now no escape but to make a suitable atonement for the
terrible offence committed. He returns home, collects
all the valuables he can lay his hands on, presents them
to the god, is pardoned, and his name handed down to
unborn generations as a sceptic, and a fit example of
the danger to which all men of his disposition expose
themselves.®

A different but equally severe pumnishment awaited
unbelievers in Bulu. Omne day, two young men paint
and oil themselves, and put on a new piece of native
cloth (just as the dead are prepared for the grave), and

# Compare Waterhouse, ¢ Vah-ta-ah,’ p. 46.
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put to death and eaten, whilst his bones were converted
into sail-needles, and distributed amongst the people as
a remembrance of victory.*

However, it was not only from shipwrecked mariners
and runaway seamen, that the early white population
was recruited. In 1804, a number of convicts escaped
from New South Wales, in all about twenty-six, who took
up their abode in Fiji, who however died out rather ra-
pidly, either in the intertribal wars, in desperate fights
amongst themselves, or in consequence of the irregular
life led in a tropical climate. In 1824 only two, in 1840
only one of them, an Irishman of the name of Connor,
survived, who occupied the same position towards the
king of Rewa as Savage had done towards that of Bau.
Connor does not seem to have been of such a deep, plod-
ding nature as his comrade, or to have troubled his head
much about the affairs of the future. Even when, after
the loss of his royal patron, misfortune overtook him,
he appears to have preserved all the humour for which
his nation is proverbial, and was fully aware that the
natives would never let him starve as long as he could
while away an idle hour by the narration of a telling
tale—upon which he depended towards the close of his
days, quite as much, or perhaps even more, for a liveli-
hood, than upon the rearing of fowls and pigs.

On the whole, the natives seem to have treated the
first white men that came to live among them with hos-
pitality and kindness. This is exactly what, from the
nature of their country, might have been predicted. A
sanguinary custom may have demanded that bodies slain

#* Dillon, * Discovery of the Fate of De la Pérouse.’
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their dignity to comply with, which led to fatal conse-
quences. !

Some of the old convict gang were still alive when
a few of a more respectable class of white traders and
missionaries took up their abode in the group, princ:i—
pally at Lakeba, Levuka, and Rewa. Of the traders we
know little except the incidental notices here and there
preserved ; but of the doings of the missionaries ample
records have been placed before the world in their own
publications. When the latter commenced their labours
the political state of Fiji was little understood, and we
can therefore not wonder that they should have made a
serious mistake in the very outset. They began their
work of christianization at Lakeba, one of the windward
islands. Now Lakeba is dependent on Cakaudrove, and
the chiefs of the latter state were naturally jealous to
see vassals assume a greater importance than themselves,
and they opposed the spread of the new doctrine with
all means in their power. When, after a time, mission-
aries established themselves at Somosomo, then the ca-
pital of Cakaudrove, at Viwa and Rewa, they struggled
against similar disadvantages. These three states were
more or less dependent on Bau, and Bau, niritated at see-
ing its subordinates in possession of all the good things
that an active intercourse with the Christian teachers
threw in their way, tried to crush the new doctrine by
its mighty influence. There can be no doubt that many
atrocities were committed in the native capital, merely
to prove how little Bau was influenced by the religious
change going on in other parts of the group. It appears
that at an early date Cakobau had invited the mission-
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principally taken up their residence in Levuka and the
Rewa districts. They are traders, agriculturists, and sheep
farmers. Several have turned their attention to cotton
growing. Most of them live in native-built houses, and
only a few, including the consuls and missionaries,
have weather-boarded houses. They belong to all na-
tions; I have seen English, Americans, Germans,
French, Poles, and Russians, but the greater number
are Dritish subjects. Nearly all have acquired more or
less land from the natives, and several have bought ex-
tensive tracts. Small islands are in great request, and
generally paid for at a much higher rate than pieces on
the larger islands, which require fencing in, and are apt
to give rise to disputes about boundaries. All the land
sold is registered at the British Consulate, and Mr. Prit-
chard, before he did so, was always very careful to have
the sellers acknowledge before him, and in the pre-
sence of a number of their townsmen, that they were sa-
tisfied with the bargain and had obtained the price stipu-
lated. The land originally belongs either to individuals or
to whole families, and the title confirmed by the ruling
chiefs is supposed to be good. From what I saw, 1 be-
lieve that in most instances a fair price is given, remem-
bering that the very best land in America may be had
for a dollar and a quarter an acre; and that those who
are willing to build a house, may have so-called bit-land
for about sixpence per acre. Since the Fijis have be-
come a field for immigration the land has considerably
risen, and I have seen, as already stated, £10 per acre
refused. The greatest landed proprietor was perhaps the
late Mr. Williams, United States Consul. Mr. Binner,
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22nd we were out of the tropics, on the 26th near No-
folk Island, and on the 3rd of December off Lord Howe
Island. Here we encountered a series of the most awful
electric storms it has ever been my misfortune to pass
through. The wind and waves were very high, the
peals of thunder truly terrific, and sheet and flash light-
ning without interruption from dusk till dawn. Our
vessel was struck several times by the lightning, and
two men were seriously injured. I was fully prepared
for going down, as it seemed almost impossible to sur-
vive a storm, towhich all T had previously witnessed in
the tropics could not be compared in intensity and vio-
lenge. The St. Elmo’s fire on the masthead and rigging
gave a peculiarly ghastly appearance to.the vessel when
the darkness of night was restored by the momentary
cessation of the lightning. The men got terribly fright-
ened, and the rope’s-end had to be used freely to make
them do their duty. Captain Sustenance, every inch a
sailor, took the helm himself, and never quitted his
post till all was safe. His powerful voice could be heard
through the storm, and was almost the only thing that
inspired confidence, when all the elements seemed to
be bent upon our destruction.

Otherwise our passage was a very pleasant one. Cap-
tain Sustenance had been in the Royal Navy, and seen,
heard, and read a good deal, so that we were never hard
up for topics of conversation. When on the 10th of
December we dropped anchor in Sydney Harbour, we
had as much to talk about as when first stepping on
board at Levuka. To ascertain a man’s mental calibre,
no place is better suited than on board a ship. The
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Q. 2. Do the natural harbours now existing require much, if
any, artificial development for naval purposes? Whether such
harbours are few or many ?

A. 2. There are several roadsteads and harbours in the Fiji
group, the principal of which is the extensive harbour of Levuka,
on the eastern side of Ovalau; this harbour has good holding-
ground, is easy of access, and has every facility for the supply of

fruit, vegetables, wood, and water. Gau, on its western side, .

has a sheltered roadstead of large extent. Totoga is surrounded
by a coral reef, within which is a spacious sheltered anchorage,
with good holding-ground and an entrance for ships. All the
above harbours have been thoroughly surveyed by order of the
Admiralty, and plans of them, on a large scale, are available
when required. These natural harbours will not require any
artificial development for naval purposes. ;

3. There is nothing unusual in the tides and currents around
the Fiji group ; they depend chiefly on the prevailing winds ; nor
are they of sufficient strength to render the entrance into or
egress from the harbours dangerous. There is no present ne-
cessity for buoys, beacons, or lights, but should trade greatly
increase, or should mail-steamers call by night, a light would
become necessary.

4. The Fiji Islands lie nearly in the direct track from Panama
to Sydney, as will be seen by the annexed chart of the Pacific
Ocean, on which I have shown that track, as also one by calling
at the Fijis, whence it appears that the steamer, if she touched
at one of the Fiji isles for coal, would lengthen her voyage only
about 320 miles, or one day’s run out of 32 days, on a distance
of 8000 miles. In like manner it appears, that on the voyage
from Vancouver Island to Sydney, the touching at Fiji would
lengthen the distance 420 miles in a voyage of 7000 miles. An
intermediate station between Panama and Sydney will be mest
desirable ; indeed, if the proposed mail route is to be carried out,
it is indispensable. One of the Society Islands, as lying half-
way, would be a more convenient coaling station; but as they
are under French protection it seems doubtful if one could be
obtained. The Consul at Fiji, in the enclosed papers, hints at
the possibility of coal being found in one of the islands; if this
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the sea, and present in their bold and irregular outlines the
peculiar characters of the voleanic formation to which they be-
long. With the exception of some tracts on the two larger
islands, but little level land is anywhere to be seen. Almost
every island is surrounded by a coral reef, either fringing the
shore, or separated from it by a channel more or less narrow.
The inhabitants belong to the darker of the two great Poly-
nesian races, but living on the confines of the lighter-coloured
race, have received from it some admixture. One langunage, with
some varieties of dialect, prevails throughout the group. The
population is estimated at 200,000, of whom 60,000 are num-
bered as Christian converts. [67,489 according to exact returns,
B. 8.] The men are generally above the middle height, robust,
and well-built. Their principal occupation is the cultivation of
their yam and taro plots, which affords periodical but easy em-
ployment, sailing in their canoes, fishing, and frequently fighting.
The chief articles of food are yams, taros, fish, and coco-nuts,
breadfruit, bananas, and other fruits, the spontaneous productions
of the soil. Their clothing is extremely scanty, consisting of a
narrow strip of cloth, or rather paper, prepared from the bark of
the paper-mulberry. Their houses are constructed of reeds and
grass on a framework of poles. The floor is the natural soil
covered with fern leaves and mats; in the middle is a sunken
hearth, the smoke from which escapes through the walls and
roof. Apertures for light ether than the doorways are very rare.
The houses are never isolated, but are crowded together in towns
or “koros,” which are frequently surrounded by a ditch and an
earthen mound. The natives have raised no permanent struc-
tures. Although the coral reefs present an inexhaustible supply
of lime, and they have discovered the art of burning it, they
make no use of it except as paint, and to plaster their hair with.
There are no beasts of burden or dranght, and consequently no
roads. The usual mode of moving about and of carriage is by
canoes. The only mechanics among them are the carpenters or
canoe-builders, who form an hereditary caste. The women, in
a few favourable localities, manufacture a rude kind of pottery.
There are in the group probably not less than forty independent
tribes, twelve of which, from their superior influence, may be con-

—
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They possess strong feelings of nationality, and own ready obe-
dience to their chief, Maafu, a near relative to the king of Tonga.
Native agency is largely employed by the missionaries in Fiji,
and many of the most efficient teachers are Tonguese. In cases
where Tonguese teachers have been ill-treated by the heathen
natives, Maafu has interfered as the protector of his countrymen,
In this manner, while extending his ewn influence, he has ren-
dered safer the position of the native teachers. [Compare Chapter
XV.] The presence of the Tonguese in Fiji has been far from an
unmixed benefit. Their conduct has often been in direct con-
tradiction to their profession of Christianity, and the help which
they have afforded to the chiefs has occasioned much oppression
to the people in the contributions levied to recompense their
services, The population of the Tonga group does not exceed a
tenth of that of Fiji; yet from the mental and physical superiority
of the Tonguese, their courage and discipline, and the dread of
~ them established among the Fijians, there is little doubt that
they could easily make themselves masters of Fiji,—an enterprise
which George, King of Tonga, has been said to meditate.

The permanent white residents in Fiji amount to about 200,
composed chiefly of men who have left or run away from vessels
visiting the islands. They are principally British subjects, citi-
zens of the United States, with a few French and Germans; the
two former are the most numerous. They traffic with the natives
for produce, which they dispose of to vessels. They do nothing
to civilize or improve the natives; on the contrary, they have
in many instances fallen to a lower level. Whenever they can
obtain spirits, most of them drink to excess. Irom false infor.
mation given in the colonial journals regarding the acceptance
by Her Majesty of the sovereignty of the islands, and their ad-
vantages for settlers, a considerable number of people were in-
duced to visit them during last year. Discovering on their
arrival the true state of affairs, many of them hastened to return
to the colonies, and the greater number of the remainder will
probably follow. They were generally of a much superior class
to the old white residents. [The latest intelligence received from
Fiji states the number of respectable white residents to be in-

creasing.—B. S.]
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led me regarding the offer to Her Majesty of the sovereignty of
the Fiji Islands, I would beg leave to add a few suggestions to-
wards the improvement of our relations with them. The great
hindrance to the progress of civilization and Christianity among
the inhabitants of the Pacific Islands, is the conduet and example
- of the whites residing or roving among them. Of the general
character of these men in Fiji I have already spoken. During
the few months T have been in the group, a case of arson, one
of theft, one of burglary, and one of aggravated assault, have oe-
curred among them. The great diffieulty in these cases is the
want of legal authority to arrest suspected persons, and of a
proper and safe place in which to keep them. The only British
functionary is the Consul, and he is powerless in these respects.
To remedy these evils, 1 would suggest that the Consul have.
conferred on him some of the powers of a magistrate; that two
constables (married men, selected either from the police or the
army) be sent out from England ; and that a stone lock-up house
be erected for the safe custody of offenders, until there is an
opportunity of sending them to the colonies for trial, or they are
otherwise disposed of. The place of residence of the Consul is a
matter of considerable importance. The principal white settle-
ment in Fiji at present is at Levuka, on the island of Ovalau.
It owed its selection to political causes in disturbed times. TIts
harbour may be considered good, but the hills rise abruptly from
the beach and shut it in, and it is dependent on other places
for much of its supplies. The present British Consul has an
office at Levuka, but he resides at a further part of the island of
Ovalau. ]

The locality best adapted in Fiji for a white settlement is the
country round the harbour of Suva in Viti Levu, the largest .nf
the islands. Tt is rich, level, and well-watered. The harbour is,
perhaps, the best in the group; it 1s easy u.f access, can be en-
tered and quitted with all the prevailing winds, and has com-
munication within the reef with a great extent of cnaﬁft. If j;he
British Consulate were permanently established in +t]115 locality,
a white settlement would spring up near it, which, if the Cnus‘ul
were armed with the powers suggested ﬂbnve,_ would not be dis-
graced by the scenes of drunkenness and rioting so prevalent at












































































