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14t is impossible to exaggerate the evils of Drunkenness.”
Westminsier Repis

£

“ We are convinced, thatif & Statesman, who heartily wished to do the
atmost good to his country, were.thoughtfully to enguire which of the
topics of the day deserved the most intense force of his attention, the
sure reply—the reply which would be exacted by full deliberation—wounld
be, that he should study the means by which this worst of plagues can

be steyed.” i
Norih British Review.

“ Something must clearly be done.'—* The work must be carried on
with & high hand and a strong arm.” ¢
: The Times.

“The Law of Humanity must needs interfere with the right of Pro-
perty.”
The Examiner.

“ Let Government banish from the, State whatever '.IiE. fitted only to
eorrupt the morals of the Peapls.”
. Vattel, 1ib. i. chap, xi. 2 165.

“It i clearly shown by. Parliamentary returng, that Vice apd Drun.
kenness are in proportion to the number of Public-Houses, and to the
facilities for obtaining intesicating drink.” ;

Dirmingham Bublicans.

“The :l_iﬂ‘eranne between pagishies, shounding with Alshouses, and
those which have none,, is, greas to an ingalewlable extent, in. point of
industry, of moral condnct, sohriaty, attendance on dizine sgrvices,—
above all, in point of family comfprt, and ewqmql_lj Dﬁ.ﬂﬂgﬂ.ﬁﬂpn‘—rﬂﬂﬂ.
ns. & consequence.of the whole, in point of habitual ﬁunténl':mgnt, sub-
™ission and attachment to the government under which Lt]i_gjlr'.ﬂ}r.ﬂ.“

Ard¢hur Foung, v.m3. 1708,

Errata,

Page 74, Note. For “ Statistical Society” put “ Statisti 1
Paga 101. Intable of years change l?éiat.in:iu o IT{H."HEWMHHWB M
Page 101, line 30, after “ distilled " insert ** 18 Toxpoxn.”

Page 184, line 16 from bottom, transpose the words bad and good.
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Pass where we may, through city or through town,
Village or hamlet of this merry land,

Though lean and beggar'd, every twentieth pace
Conducts the unguarded nose to such a whiff

Of stale debauch forth-issuing from THE sTYES
THAT LAW HAS LICENSED, as makes Temperance reel,
There sit involved and lost in curling clouds

Of Indian fume, and guzzling deep, the boor,

The lackey, and the groom. The craftsman there '
Takes Lethean leave of all his toil ;
Smith, cobbler, joiner, he that plies the shears,
And he that kneads the dough, all loud alike,

All learned and all drunk, The fiddle screams
Plaintive and piteous, as it wept and wailed

Its wasted tones and harmony unheard.

Dire is the frequent curse, and its twin sound

The cheek-distending oath. *Tis here they learn
The road that leads from competence and peace
To indigence and rapine : till at last

Society, grown weary of the load,

Shakes her encumbered lap, and casts them out.
But Censure profits little: vain the attempt

To advertize in verse A PUBLIC PEET,

That, like the filth with which the peasant feeds
His hungry acres, stinks, and is of use.

Th’ excise is fattened with the rich result

Of all this riot. The ten thousand casks,

For ever dribbling out their base contents,
Touched by the Midas finger of the State,

Bleed gold, for Parliament to vote away.

Drink and be mad, then ; ’tis your country bids
Gloriously drunk—obey the important call ;

Her cause demands the assistance of your throats;
Ye all can swallow, and she asks no more.

COWPER, 1780,
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AUTHOR'S PREFACE.

—

¥EDE desite to apprize the reader of two or three facts, in rela-
&6 tion to the Object and Composition of the following Essay.
‘We do not propose to discuss the physiological topic of personal
Temperance ; not the question of the use or disuse of strong drink,
as an individunal habit ; nor even the vice of drunkenness, save as
one of the many results of the Traffic injurious to Society. It is a
Pusrio Lecarizep TrRADE for dispensing drink, not the private use
of it, with which we have to do. And this theme we have sought,
fully and fairly, to discuss, as a question of social ethies. We have
not been debating a Parliamentary bill ; we have no measure to
propose, but a system to investigate, and a principle to expound.
The question between Author and Reader, is not ‘° What will you
do ?” or ‘What will the nation do ?” but what oveHT We to do ?
What iz the People’s true policy and imperative duty ?

If any one is intolerant of this discussion,—if he cannot bear the
light ; or if, for other reasons, the debate is distasteful,—he will do
quietly with this book, what at Bristol, Exeter, and Oxford, the
¢ craft’ riotously attempted to do with its Author—put it down. In
both cases, the legal power of refusing a hearing is indisputable—
though in the first way that power may be exercised without trench-
ing on the liberty of speech, since the book is a completed
utterance ; in the second, it is the denial, in the most dis-reasoning
tnethod, of the most intellectual right of a rational being, by a body
of men best characterized—by their own act of Unreason.

On the other hand, should any one, after perusing this Book, and
weighing its facts and evidences, attempt to refute its propositions,
in their essential point and breadth,—his counter-arguments
shall be considered in all candor, and noticed hereafter with all
fairness. We have, throughout, stated what we believe to be the
truth of fact and of inference ; but, conscious of our fallibility, we
are always open to correction. Sineerity does not exclude error.

“-’F’hilu we claim the right to speak and argue freely on this
subject for ourself—free from clamor and other unseemly methods
of interruption—it is but justice to remind the public, that the
Alliance proposes no coercive law to enforce its convictions uponiem,
Total and immediate prohibition is of course conditional on the
Jormation of a Public Opinion of the same kind as its own ;—it pro-
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poses that the evil shall be removed so soon as the Nation shall
come to regard it as a total evil—and not one day before. It does
not address Parliament at all ; it simply asks the People to instruct
Parliament to do the right thing,

By the terms dictated, we were bound to support our views with
the accumulated evidence of History and Law ; we have, therefore,
written a voluminous argument, sustained by the facts required in
the case—not attempted a slight and flashy review with the facts
and testimonies omitted. Diletiantism. may demand the ‘ play’
without the ‘Prince’—the Alliance cannot dispense with Hamwer,

‘We make no apology in reference to the execution of the Essay
as a literary performance. The critics, if it so please them, may say
the smartest things of its style, and be quite ‘killing’ in their tone
of contempt—if they will but pounce upon the argument, and not
ignore the facts? The Book was,not penned to tickle the ear, bu
to convince ; or ati least, to induce the serious and meditative. por-
tion of the public to consider—the great thing in practical reforms.
The Hssay is to be viewed, therefore, from this standing point—as
an earnest, however imperfect, Argument addressed to Thoughtful
people, on a subject of practical and pressing moment. It is the
picture of the subject, rapidly sketched-out and filled-in, as it stands
before the Author’s own mind—which, affecting and convincing him-
gelf, he presumed might do something to affect and convince others.

Though no apology, we have a confession to make to the Critics.
We know the stereotyped jokes about Prize Essays—and the old
platitudes may be revived, becanse convenient. It is our pleasure,
then, to anticipate and prevent the needless labor by saying—* Per-
¢ fectly true, gentlemen! We could have written a befter Essay,
¢ had we had more time. The real business, however, is not with
¢ the ifs, but the ¢s. Here is the actual Book—here its actual facts
¢and arguments: what have you to say to them ? If you will
¢ refute it, we won’t write a better—since it would be time mis-
¢ gpent—on that side ; and if you can’t confute this, the present
. ¢ will very well serve the purpose.” After all, this is hardly a Prize
Tssay, since it was not written for the prize. Up to April, 1855,
when the period for forwarding mss expired, we had positively
declined the competition, from. the feeling of our incompetency—
within such time as we could command from professional aveca-
tions—to do adequate justice to the.great theme, The time being
extended to the 1st of October, 1855, it was on the 6th of September,
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at the pressing solicitation of a gentleman whose judgment we
highly esteem, that we commenced this argument, 9..11::1 mncludefi
its last sentence on the night of the 29th. The circumstance 1s
siamed for three reasons—to account first, for the form and style of
some parts of the Essay ;—second, to illustrate the amount of 'ﬁ:ﬂr]r.
that may be done on Temperance principles within a limited
period ; and, third, to show that the Essay was not written for gain,
but con amore, at the inspiration of friendship and truth. The
opinions maintained in this Argument were promulgated by the
Author nearly twenty years ago. (§173.)

In the execution of our task, it may be deemed by some fastidious
reader, that we have written somewhat too confidently—a few pas-
sages too vehemently. Perhaps so—and, therefore, we say here—
If it should seem thus to you, let not the Truth suffer for our
offence. A Secular writer has insisted that, in advocacy as in dip-
lomacy, ‘a blunder is worse than a crime.” Passing by the fallacy
of equivocation which lurks in the term ¢worse’—we admit that
the effects of a mistake (whether logical or practical,—whether in
the use of words or in the use of wine) may be worse than the con-
gequence of some petty crime. In this case, however, we speak of
an ‘expression’—as being hard or soft, rough or smooth. We
have endeavored to be just—we make no pretensions to studied
polish, and eannot stop to attitudinize our sentences : that sort of
thing we leave te the literary posture-masters. We have, at
times, intended to strike, and then have not held back the hammer,
nor sought to moderate the blow. Not aiming to be a ¢Leader,’
but a human organ of Truth, we have, without seeming humility or
sham, just spoken with that measure of confidence with which the
truth may have inspired us ; and in such language as spontaneously
sprang to our aid. Since, then, we disavow all authority—and
scout and scorn for ourself the virtue of the mysterious ‘we’—no
one, it is hoped, will either accept what we affirm, because we affirm
it, nor reject it because we affirm it not quite a la mode !

In respect to one point we can hardly be mistaken. However
unsuccessful we may have been in producing facts and arraying
arguments fitted to convince every individual of the wisdom of the
remedy specially proposed for much of our Drunkenness, Pauperism,
and Crime,—the informing of the public mind concerning the appall-
ing Facts of the Case, must do good by deepening the Nation’s
sense of the magnitude and enormity of the evil,
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‘Whilst the last sheet of the first Edition of this Essay was oi

through the press, we were attendin 4 "

5 g the European Congrés de
Bienfaisance at Brussels, and, in conjunction with Mr James
Smreson, J.P., Mr Alderman Hairvey, and Mr Samven Pore,
representing the Alliance there. A sub-commission was appointed
to consider and report on the question of Strong-drink, of which
commission the deputation formed only a part. M. DucpETiAux, a
member of the Belgian Government, was president ; Professor
Faye, physician to the King of Sweden, was secretary ; while the
BaroN pE LynpeN, chamberlain to the King of Holland, Dr W.
Earring, of the Hague, and other gentlemen, were members, In
October, the Eeonomist, a London newspaper, occupied two columns
in a professed review of this Prize Essay, the title of which it altered
to ““CompuLsory Soeriery.” Now, as the very first page of the
Table of Contents shows, § 7 of the Essay is devoted to the ** Report
of the British Parliament of 1834 ? while on the second page, under
 Later attempts at Regulation,” § 58 is entitled ¢ Committee of
1834.” M. DucprrrAux, in writing the report of the commission,
amongst the later recommendations of Governments in regard to the
evil of Drunkenness, cites the one quoted in § 58 of this Essay.
The Economist does not charge us with fabricating all this—but in
noticing the Report of the Congress, in his No. for October 18th,
he does charge the Alliance-deputation with this incredible folly
and impossible fraud ; and by implication the libel is reflected upon
ourselves. ‘Nobody in London,” says the Fconomist, ¢ oUT OF THE
¢ LEAGUE, ever heard of any Committee of Parliament having at any
¢ time made any such recommendation...Such statements are amongst
¢ the unscrupulous means adopted by the ultra-temperance zealots to
¢ procure the arbitrary legislation they desire.” The Honorary
Secretary of the Alliance wrote a calm but too conclusive reply to
this wretched imputation upon the honor of gentlemen who are as
much above suspicion as the libeller is beneath contempt, and the
answer of the Editor was—‘ We cannotf, in justice to our readers,
spare any space for your vyoucher’! In the whole history of the
political Press, we remember no single act which combines more of
malignity, meanness, and mendacity, than this of the Economist.
The record of the Act is the monument of its infamy,
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CONSTITUTION OF THE ALLIANCE,

1.—This Association shall be denominated “Tae UwiTep EKincpoM
ALLIANCE."

II.—The ohject of the Alliance shall be to call forth and direct an
enlightened Public Opinion to procure the Total and Immediate Legis-
lative Suppression of the Traffic in all Intoxicating Liguors as Beverages.

TIT.—All persons approving of its object, and contributing annually io
its funds, shall be deemead Members of the Alliance.

IV.—Tha Allinnos shall be under the direction of a President, Vice-
Pregidents, General Couneil, and Executive Commiltee.

¥.—The General Conncil gshall be augmentad to any extont and in any
manner the Exeontive Committee may direct. The President, Vice-
Presidents, and Exsentiva Commities shall bo elected at the Meeting of
the Gensral Couneil, to be held in the month of October in each year.
The Execative Committee shall econsist of Membera of the General
Conneil, and shall meet as often as it may be deemed expedient, to adopt
and carry out all advisable means for promoting the object of the Alliance.

VI.—Members of the General Conneil, as such, shall not be held liable
for any debts contracted on behalf of the Alliance; and no funds of the
Association shall be disbursed, nor any liability incurred, except under a
minute of the Executive Committee.

VIL—Tha Alliance, basing its proceedings on broad and eatholic

grounds, shall, at all times, recognize its ultimate depeud.nce for success
on the blessing of Armieury Gop.

June 1st, 1853,
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PRINCIPLES

OF THE

United Kingdom Alliance for the Suppression of the Liquor Traffic.

- DECLARATION OF GENERAL COUNCIL;

Unanimously adopted at its first aggregate meeting, on the occasion of the

inauguration of the movement in Manchester, on the 2Gthof October,
18563 :—

L—That it is neither right nor politic for the State to afford legal pro-
tection and sanction to any Traffic or system that tends to inerease crime,

to waste the national resources, to corrupt the social habits, and to destroy
the health and lives of the people.

IT.—That the Traffic in Intoxicating Liquors, as common beverages, is
inimical to the true interests of individuals, and destructive of the order
and welfare of society, and ought therefore to be prohibited.

III.—That the history and results of all past Legislation, inregard to the
Ligquor Traffic, abundantly prove that it is impossible, satisfactorily, to
limit or regulate a system so essentially mischievous in its tendencies.

IV.—That no consideration of private gain or public revenue, can justify
the upholding of a system so utterly wrong in prineiple, suicidal in policy,
and disastrous in results, as the Traffic in Intoxicating Liquor.

V.—That the Legislative Prohibiticn of the Liquor Traffic is perfectly
compatible ‘with ‘rational liberty, and with all the claims of justice and
legitimate commerce.

VI.—That the Legislative Suppression of the Liguor Traffic would be
highly conducive to the development of a progressive civilization.

VIL.—That, rising above class, sectarian, or party considerations, all
good citizens should combine to procure an enactment, prohibiting the sale
of Intoxicating Beverages, as affording most efficient aid in removing the
appalling evil of Intemperance,

Signed on behalf of the Council,
Warter C. TeEveLYAw, Bart, President.

Athengeum, Manchester.
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CHAPTER 1.

“TgAT IT I8 NEITHER RIGHT NOR POLITIC FOR THE STATE TO
AFFORD LEGAL FPROTECTION AND SANCTION TO ANY TRAFFIC OR
SYSTEM THAT TENDS TO INCREASE CRIME, TO WASTE THE NATIONAL
RESOURCES, T0 CORRUPT THE SOCIAL HABITS, AND TO DESTROY THE
HEALTH AND LIVES OF THE PEOPLE,”

. § 1. Common-sense would be apt to regard this cEmpusitiﬂn gome-
what in the light of a truism. To prevent such sequences, and
afford play for the free development of true liberty, seem to be the
express aim and sole justification of Government. The best State
would be one in which each and every man should do, not only that
which is right in his own eyes, but right and best in itself. In the
infancy of the world, however, such a state is simply impossible.
Ignorance, defect, and, above all, impulse fostered by custom, and
fed by mistaken laws and systems, combine to contravene this
Utopia, and to postpone its realization to the far distant future. A
stern necessity commands that the weak, the wise, and the good
shall become jurally associated as a State, prohibiting certain
actions and restricting others, not simply to preserve the rights and
the good that are, but as the means of realizing a Social State that is
theoretically better. Doubtless, in the development of the Idea of a
State, absurd as well as mischievous blunders have been committed.
Government,—which we speak of as an organ and executive of the
People,—has, at one time, attempted too much, and, at another,
too little. Just like the individuals whose aggregate character and
intelligence it represented, it has done the things it ought not, and
left undone the things it ought to have done. Notably it has licensed
and legally sanctioned the Traffic in Strong Tiquors, which it ought
to have prohibited as the fountain of three-fourths of the social
corruptions and crimes for the prevention of which all prohibi
statutes are professedly in force. From the records of History—
difficult as it may be to extricate a positive, universal principle of
law—our negative proposition stands clearly out. The professed
object of every combination called Socigry, in contradistinction to
various forms of tyranny, has been the protection of rights, persen,
and property, as the essential condition of social progress, i
implies, first, the right to resist the injurious actions of the selfish
or ignorant, and the wilful aggressions of the wicked; and, second,
B
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the right to enforce whatever else is necessary as a means to #hi
end, and to the developing of a true civilization. Under the tﬁiﬁ
head, we may range, not only laws against felony, but against filth;
laws against lotteries, betting-houses, and obscene exhibitions :—.
under the second head, we may cite the institution of private p:’m-
perty in land, the consequent prohibitions of trespass, the laws of
marriage, the making of drains, and the compulsory levy of taxation.
It must be evident, then, that any State which licenses a System
tending to crime, improvidence, and disease, not merely lends the
Ereatlge and authority of its incorporated virtue to that which is evil,

ut frustrates the purpose of its own existence—in fine, perpetrates
social suicide, and commits a kind of political felo de se. St Paul
represents the Law as a “‘ terror to evil-doers, and a praise to them
that do well”; the Licensed traffic inverts this maxim, so that the
Law virtually becomes “a temptation to evil-doing, and a terror
and burden to them that do well.”

Theorists of various grades may be found, who will dispute, not
only the general conception of the Law which we lay down, but the
application of an approximate view of the sphere and duties of
Government to the subject of the Liquor-traffic. It seems right,
therefore, that we should at starting notice, however briefly, some
of the theories of Social Law, by way of clearing the path for the
consideration of our chief topic—the actual consequences of the
Traffic itself, and the practical remedy for its fruitful evils,. We
desire to show that the best conception of Government includes the
right and the duty of repressing socially injurious TrADES, whenever
such trades material'y interfere with the social and moral advance-
ment of the community,*

§ 2. We confess to a strong leaning towards the great practical
test or index of BexrtmaM, one of the profoundest writers on
Jurisprudence to whom this country has given birth,

¥ T'he sole object of Government ought to be the greatest happiness
of the greatest possible number of the community,

¢The care of providing for enjoyments ought to be left almosé
entirely to each individual; the principal function of government
being to protect him from sufferings. '

s

-

* Obaerve, * Trades,” which implies a puoblie relation, and not simply a privale or
domestic one. The latter may be Leyond the province of Government, but not the
former. This difference is acknowledged in every civilized community. Law does not
deal with private play in the domest ¢ circle, but with the Trade, the House, and the
instruments of I'ublic Gambling. Law makes no ingui-ition into the ple sures ofthe
licentious man, indulging in obscens pictures upon his parlor wull, or‘mmlm,-._; immo-
ral books in his private siudy—but it dees put its ban upon the Trade in such things,
declares the public exposare and sale of them to be o nuisance sod a crime, and
authorizes their public destruction. In all these directions the law is not seeking to
creale public virtue, hut to PREYENT PUBLIC corRuPTioN. The same distinction is
claimed by the advocates of a prohibitory Lignor-law. We bave nothing to do with
private vice as such, or with privato opinions as to the virtue or the innocency of the
actions prohibited, but simply with the corsequences. If these are costly and corrapt-
ing, & wise people will do what is needful tn prevent them ; will rank the actions
themselves amongst the erimes which are mals fum prohibite, and attach penalties to
their commission just 83 much as if they were classdl amongsl crimes which are mala

in se.



BENTHAM ON LIBERTY. 19

Tt falfls this office by creating rights, which it confers upon
indiffdmlg; rights of personal security; rights of protection for
honor; rights of property; rights of receiving assistance in caso of
need, 'To these rights correspond offences of all classes. _Thfg law
eannot create rights, without creating the corresponding obligations.
Tt cannot creaté Tights and obligations without creating offences.
Tt can neither command nor prohibit, without restraining the liberty
of individuals. 4 ; 3

¢The citizen, therefore, cannot acquire any right without the
sacrifice of a part of his liberty. Even under a bad government,
there is no proportion between the sacrifice and the acquisition.
Governments approach to perfection in proportion as the acquisition
is greater and the sacrifice is less.

¢¢ Security has many branches : it is necessary that one branch of
security should give way to another. Liberty, which is one branch
of security, ought to yield to general security, since it is not possible
o make any laws but at the expense of liberty.

¢ The proposition, although almost self-evident, that every law
is contrary to liberty, is not generally recognized. On the contrary,
the Zealots of Liberty, more ardent than enlightened, have made a
conscience of combating it. And how have they done it? They
speak a language that belongs to no one: they say, Liberty consisis
in the power of doing everything whick does not hurt another. But is
this the ordinary meaning of this word? The liberty of doing evil,
is i¢ not liberty? If it is not liberty, what is it then? and what
word should we make use of in speaking of it? Do we not say
that liberty should be taken away from fools and wicked persons,
because they abuse it? According to this definition, an officer of
Justice would not have liberty to punish a thief, unless he was sure
such punishment would not hurt such thief !"#*

The liberty of sale and purchase of strong drink is not absolute
even now. {t is limited as to persons, place, mode, and time. Bub
where is the acquisition to compensate for these wvarious actual
restrictions? Is it to be found in the burden of poor-rates, the
misery of general demoralization, and the dangers to which we are
exposed by the prevalence of crime? The ‘Alliance’ asks for the
sacrifice of a partial liberty and a mere convenience, in order to
realize the grandest national acquisition—for the adoption of one
effective law which shall dispense with the need of fifty ineffective
laws. BentHAM, Who teaches thus wisely that ““All government is
only a tissue of sacrifices,” also teaches that ¢ Punishment is itself
an evil, although necessary for the prevention of a gpeater evil
Penal justice can only be a train of evils.”’+ '

We readily admit that a prohibitory liquor law would abridge
somebody’s liberty; that its pains and penalties would be deemed
evil by the law-breaker; but are we to draw the conclusion that

i e e,

. e

* Prinociples of the Civil Code. Works, i. p. 301, et seq.
* Principles of Penal Law, Partiil. Works, i. p. 533, ot seq, “ i n
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there shall be no law !* An objection against all law can
least of all against a law which J1|a§::’|:=j:1d destroy (by reaﬂhﬁgﬁgg
cause) seventy-five per cent of our crime and the train of evils eon-
nected with its punishment—evils in the constraint of the criminal—
evils in the pursuit of the accused ere the innocent can be discrimi-
nated from the guilty—evils in the infliction of judicial sentences—
and evils in the inevitable reactions upon the innocent connexions
of the criminal, as well as upon society.—Not only are the general
prineiples of law laid down by BENTHAM in perfect accordance with
the views of the ‘Alliance,” but even his special details and
sions. For example, under the category of ¢Indirect means of
Preventing Crime,” he includes ‘“Methods which act either physi-
cally or morally upon the man, in order to dispose him to obey the
laws—to remove from Iim temptations to erime, and govern him by
his inclinations and knowlege. -

“Inclination, Knowlege, Power; these are the three points %o
which the influence of the laws may be applied, in order to determine
the conduct of individuals. T begin with power, because the means
of influence in this respect are more limited, and more simple, and
because in those cases in which the power to injure is taken away,
everything is done—sunecess is sure,

¢ As to internal power, which depends upon the faculties of the
individual, the power of doing evil is inseparable from the power of
doing good. Imprisonment is the only one means which can be jus-
tified in certain cases, in order to prevent an apprehended offence.”

““There are some cases in which the power of injuring may be
taken away, by excluding what Tacitus ealls irritementa malorum
[the subjects and suggesters of the offence]: as the prohibition of
the eale and fabrication of dies for coining; of poisonous drugs; of

concealed arms ; of dice, and other instruments of prohibited games?’

' [to which may now be added the prohibition of lotteries, ing-
. 'houses, brothels, immoral books, licentious pictures, and crime-
' ‘engendering diinks. ]

¢ Mahomet, not trusting to reason, has sought to put it out of
the power of men to misuse strong liquors. If we regard the
climate of hot countries, in which wine produces fury rather than
stupidity, it will perhaps be found that its total prokibition 13 more

Al

i e

* Lot us here anticipate the ennt-cry of ‘coercion.” Law itself is mot ‘coercive,’
but purely declarative—the announcement of a social ruje. The coercion is in the
“ganction” of the law, anid he who objacts to that, logically objects to every law, whe-
ther natural or positive, human or divine. A law without a penalty for disobedience,
is simply a dead letter. An Anti-liquor Law, therefors, just operates like any other—
it declares the I¥:ll of the Law makers, and furnishes, through its sanctions, motives
for obadicnce. An objection against the wisdom or justice fo the law itselfislogically
Jepitimate, but an objection to a special law foundad upon the essential characteristio
of all law—namely, that it has a ‘coercive’ sanotion—is utter imbecility. The moral
law. of which we hear 85 much by those who advecate mroal & asion in opposition to

ositive law, is a law that announces duties and offences as much as any other—and it
Eus influsnae only so_faras its’ sanction,’ the Divine retribution behind it, is actunlly
Dbelieved in. To say Imprison whoever is in due_form of law convicted of stealing, is a8
really the announcement of o Moral Law as Thou shal¢ not steal—only it is likely to be
more efficacions with the masses, inasmuch as they can realize the Police sanction
more distinctly than the spiritual and invisible Nemresis.
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than its permitted use, which would have produced numeroug *
mﬂ, and cfmaquenﬂy numerous punishments.*

«Taxes upon spirituous liquors, in part, accomplish the same
end. In proportion as the price is raised above the reach of the mostk
numerous class, the means of yielding to intemperance are taken
from them., Under this head may be mentioned many English
statutes relative to the sale of spirituous liquors: their open exposure |
t0 sale is prohibited ; it is necessary to obtain a licence, which costs
much, et cetera. _ ; .

¢To the same head must be referred measures for the destruction
of libels, seditious writings, and obscene figures exhibited in the
streets, and for preventing their printing and publication,

“ By a statute of George 111, any individual is forbidden to have
more than 501bs. of gunpowder in his house; and the dealer_s in
gunpowder are forbidden to have more than 2001lbs. at one tima,
The reason assigned is the danger of explosions.” 3

Here a man, carrying out such objections as are urged by the

ress against a Prohibitory liquor law, might say, *‘ I am very care-

—why do you limit my liberty because some careless fellow blows
his house up? Why not wait till the action is done!” The answer
would be, that we care more for the safety of the many than the con-
venience of the one—that the condition wanted is not the punishment
of another, but the protection of ourselves—that the pumshment
after the aect, or involved in it, comes too late to remedy the
evil—that so far as it operates, it is in the direction of preventing a
future calamity of the same kind—and that the past disaster ought
to have been prevented by law as much as any apprehended future
one, As the only legitimate answer to the claim for protection
against the possible danger of explosion would be a proof that such
protection must in some other direction largely subtract from
human happiness, so in regard to the Liquor Traffic, it must be
shown that its free operation involves such an amount of rational
enjoyment as will counterbalance the varied and prodigious social
evils with which it is inseparably associated. BENTHAM proceeds
to show, next, that as regards Anowlege, * the policy which would
prevent men from acquiring information, would be more hurtful
than advantageous. All other indirect means which can be employed
must, therefore, have reference to the direction of their inclina-
tions ; to the putting in practice the rules of a logic too little
understood at present—the logic of the Will—a logic which often

appears in opposition to the logic of the Understanding, as it has
been well expressed by the poet— »

Video meliora,
Proboque, et deteriora sequor.'+
“This contrariety amongst motives often exists only from the
unskilfulness of the Legislator—from an opposition which he has
himself created between the natural and political sanctions—between
* Acohol is equally the parent of crime in mlﬂ.' countries. (See @ 21,022))
+ Wesee and approve the better, hut follow the worsa.
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the moral and religious sanctions. If he conld make all these powers
concur towards the same end, all the faculties of the man would
be in harmony, and the inclination to injure would no longer exist.
In those cases in which this object cannot. be attained, it is proper
that the power of the tutelary motives should be made to exceed
that of the seductive motives.” It can hardly be necessary to poink
out to the intelligent reader, how a Prohibitory law would accom-
plish this.  First, it would erect the bulwark of Law, the expression
of national conscience and will, between the subjects tempted by
the Traffic and the interest of the Traffickers, and, by withdrawing
all legal licence from the Trade, proclaim its outlawry. Second, it
would induge such a state of things as to allow the appetite for
drink to die out, or be reduced within such limits that moral suasion
and religion might cope with the evil, with at least some chance
of success. Thus a Prohibito-protective Liquor law would combine
the principles both of direct and indirect legislation. In combating
a pernicious and artificial desire by prohibitions, it would at once
remove the seductions which tempt to drinking, and the subjectively
disturbing element of the drink itself, that occasions degradation,
disorder, and crime—in short, it would operate ** by weakening the
seductive motives which excite to evil, and by fortifying the tutelary
motives which excite to good.” BENTHAM proceeds to propose the
indirect methods by which the Will may be influenced, in the form
of political or moral problems :—

“PropreEM 1. To divert the course of Dangerous Desires. Perx-
nicious desires may arise from three sources:—I1st, The malevolent
passions. 2nd, T'he fondness for inebriating liguors. 3rd, The love
of idleness,

“The methods of diminishing them may be reduced to three
heads :—1. The encouraging kindly feeling. 2. The favoring the
consumption of non-inebriating liquors, in preference to those which
intoxicate; 3. The avoidance of forcing men into a state of idleness.

“‘No one affection of the human heart ought to be eradicated,
since there is not one which does not act its part in the system of
utility. The desire for intoxicating liquors is, properly speaking, the
only one which can be extirpated without producing any evil, :

¢« ProprEM 11. To make such arrangements that e given Desire
may be satisfied without prejudice, or with the least possible pre-
judice. ® - E
e That these desires may be satisfied without prejudice—is the
first object; but if they cannot be regulated to this point, that

e e ]

* T.ot it ba noted here, that the passion for strong drink cannot be placed in the
amiﬁq of snatural desires » nor nvgn be compared with the linbility of abusa thas
atinches to the sale of poisons in general, which, nevertheless, demand severe mah;i;].
tions upon their sale, which are sometimes inconvenient, Natare, which hﬂﬂ,""—'ﬂﬂﬂiﬂ
no appetite for alcoholic drink within us, has supplied us with no Alcoholic fra L‘t‘?'r
fountain withont ug. The subject of the Traffic, like its agent and instrument, 18 &rti-
fieial and peculinr—it is quite unigne, sui generis—and must, therefore, be tried on is
own specific nature, and adjudged, as a matter of fact, by the evidence of its DE
fruits (2 9). For the sake of argument, however, we will suppose that the dnmlrpﬁm; e
private, ;il!‘lilﬂﬂ use of alcoholic liquor, may be gratified “ withont F'I."Fl_l‘!i: o ey
society,” or with so little prejudice as not to demand egal overeight and ioterferen
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their satisfaction may not produce so great an injury to the commu-
nity as that which results from a violated law—such is the second
object. If even this cannot be attained, to arrange everything im
such manner that the individual, placed Ly his desires between two
offences [or modes of action], may be led to choose the least hurtful—
guch is the third object. This last is a species of composition with
vice : a bargain is made with it, so to speak, and it i1s sought that
the individual may be satisfied at the least possible expense.”

The licence law, and magisterial and police surveillance, are
standing illustrations of the facts that the Traffic requires to be
regulated—that such regulation has not succeeded in securing
exemption from very great injury to the nation, in the mode of
allowing restricted public facilities for the gratifying of the Drinker’s
desire—and that it has been nothing less than a composition with
the source of vice, and a bargain made by Bad Policy with Selfish-
ness and Sensualism, at the expense of the best interests of the
Community, three-fourths of whom do not support the Traffic. On
the other hand, the Alliance does not dictate what ‘desires,” good
or bad, the'citizen shall gratify, but claims only that the how and
where of the indulgence shall not become the source of grave public
injury, or so far as it does so, or tends to do 80, shall come under
the surveillance of tlie Law.

Mr Cumarries Dickens, in an amusing, champagne-y article,
objects that the 4,999 sober Job Smiths, who can conduct them-
selves properly, ought not to be inconvenienced for the sake of one
solitary Drunken Stiggins here and there, who can not. To which
the reply is, that nobody purposes to hinder Job Smith from brewing
or drinking his pot of beer—that the law already puts sober Job to
“inconvenience,” for some good reason affecting the public safety—
that he cannot even now get his drink anywhere, a,nl} at any time—
that the Job Smiths are not many but few, and that the Stigginses
are not few but many—in fine, that Mr Dickens’s logic proves too
anuch, and his arithmetic too little,—that the gratification which he
and his equally sober fiiends cxperience in the flavor of Burgundy
or Brown Stout, is not to be regarded as a satisfactory set-off against
the wide-spread pauperism, demoralization, and crime, traceable to
the Traffic for which they plead, and the burdens and pains which
1ts supporters cast upon millions who protest against it as a nuisance
and a curse. In the name of reason, and for the sake of humani
(not of the drunkard), these invoke the sovereignty of the Law to
prevent the Sale of Strong drink under such conditions as actually
lead to the multiplication of pauperised, brutal, and dangerous
Stigginses, and thereby imperil the high purposes and security of
social life,

*“ProerEM 1L To prohibit A ccessory Offences. in order to revent
their Principals,—Those acts which ha.{'e {cunn:actinn with aI: perni-
clous event, as 1ts cause [or part of it], may be considered as
accessory offences in relation to the principal offence,

““The following are examples of what may be done under the
head of Police :—Prohibition of purely offensive arms, which are
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easily hidden. Prolibition of the sale of poisons requires

catalogue be made of poisonous substances ;Pt.he sale of them ethat .
however, be altogether forbidden;* it can only be reguilated and
subjected to precautions requiring that the seller should know the
purchaser, that he should have witnesses of the sale [and of its
alleged use], that he should register the sale in a separate book, ete.”

Now, 1t may be observed that the Law of Maine does no more in
reference to strong drink. It is not an absolute prohibition, but a
regulated sale for specified Eurpcae&—-and, We presume, none, save a
petrified theorist, would ebject to all legislation of this type. It
does not regard the Public-house as the evil, but the presence and
use of that which vitiates the publie-house—alcoholic liguor. Itis not
the Publican we would prohibit—not the host or his servants, ser-
viees, and hospitality—not his breakfasts or his beds—his tea and
toast—his cutlets, eggs and ham—his fish or venison, lamb or beef, or
any of the kindred articles of innocent ‘refreshment for travellers’—
but simply the ome thing which, like the fly in amber, spoils the
pot! The Maine-Law prohibits the ewcitors of excess, and regards
the Traffic and the Trafficker as accessories to the consequent
disorder and crime, whereof every citizen may justly complain.

§ 8. Inthe United States of America an extreme doctrine has been
developed by SternEN PEARL ANDREWS, in a work entitled ‘The
True Constitutien of Government,” It is announced as ‘The Sove-
reignty of the Individual, to be exercised at his own cost.” He adds—
““The term, “cost,” is elected as a scientific technicality fordisagreecabls
eonsequences, endurance, or burden of all sorts.” Now, practically,
the State is the union of Individualities for the realizing of what i3
deemed needful for the avoidance of such ‘costs’—and the collective
judgment of a community is more to be consulted, as its happiness
15 more to be regarded, than that of any one, or any fraction of them..
Society cannot wait upon the conceit or the conviction of its last
member : and all the vague declamation one hears or reads about
¢Liberty’ and ‘inalienable rights,” may be translated into this
modest request—* Your laws shall become ipso fucte void, so
“often as they contain anything not to MY mind. You order money
“to be paid on the score of taxation, but I don’t acknowlege
“your authority. I repudiate ‘coercion,’” and I disapprove of the
“mode of expenditure—therefore, 1 shall assert my ‘h ’ of not
‘paying. You order me not to ‘trespass’ in that corn field and
‘yonder garden, but I have by nature an absolute ﬁ-eedﬂmpf
¢locomotion in every direction on the surface ; I refuse to recognize
¢your right to fence off that field, or wall in that garden; and I
“will, ther¢fore, vindicate my ‘liberty’ by walking through them.’

PP

® « Pyery active medicine, taken in a certamn dose, 15 a Pmsau."-_-ﬂxu‘_rmu'a nole. It
48 a fact, thatin the Catalogue of Poisons in the works of Toxicologists (sea Orfila,
Dunglison, Taylor, and Christison), ALCOHOL takes its place amongst those of the
mareotico-aerid class, in company with digitalis, camphor, strychnine, ete. It is per-
fectly true that drinkers'and dealers have no intention of killing either themselves or
{heir neighbors with aleoholic liguor—that they only driok for pleasure, and desl for
profit—but the actwal conseguences, undenied and undeniable, are & thousand times
Imdre dreadful than those following the sale of all other poisops put together.
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uch social Iogic is more properly refuted by a straight-jacket than
E;m};tr-ia!: aa:gf.tlnerlt. If Pthe? thyamry of the ‘Sovereignty of the
Individual,” however, does not signify this—which is a denial of all
nt—then it ends in a compromise between conviction and
Interest. Those who adopt the former dilemma, as some opponents
of the Maine Law have done, are not especially concerned with our
position—since they have entered into a crusade against State
Governments universally and in toto :—while those who, like our
author, take their stand upon the necessity of Government, are
obliged to append a sequel to the Sovereignty, which virtually
transfers the lgnwar of Prohibition to the People.
¢t The limitation is this : Every individual is the rightful sove-
reign over his own conduct in all things, whenever, and just so far
as, the consequences of his conduct can be assumed by himself.”—

-~ 83.
Ve WWhoever has_to bear the cost should have the deciding power. in.
every case.”’—p. 64 .

“ Wherever such circumstances exist that a person cannot exercise
his own Individuality and Sovereignty without throwing the cost or
burden of his actions upon others, the principle has so far to be
compromised.”—p. 64,

Even from this ultra theory we may clearly deduce the right and
duty of State interference with a Traffic or System such as our
argument supposes. As BeENTHAM remarks, ““upon the principle
of utility, such acts alone ought to be made offences, as the good of
the community requires should be made so. The good of the com-
munity eannot require that any act should be made an offence,
which is not liable, in some way or other, to be detrimental to the
community. For in the case of such an act, all punishment is
groundless.”* Again: ‘‘ The tendency of an act is mischievous
when the consequences of it are mischievous—that is to say, either the
eertain consequences or the probable. This mischief may be
frequently distingnished into two shares—the ¢ primary,” which is
sustained by an assignable individual, or multitude—the ‘secondary,’
which, taking its origin from the former, extends itself either over
the whole community, or over some other multitude of unassignable
individuals. The secondary mischief, again, may frequently be seen
to consist of two other shares—the first consisting of pain, the other
of danger. A pain grounded on the apprehension of suffering such
mischiefs may be styled the alarm. The danger is the chance,
whatever it may be, which the multitude may stand exposed to, of
suffering such mischiefs or inconveniences” [insecurity. ] This great
Jurist, after a threefold division of mischief, according to its “nature,’
its © cause,’ and its ¢ object,’ says :— .

*“ With regard to its cause, mischief may be produced either by
one single action, or not without the concurrence of other actions—
either of the same person, or of other persons—acts either of the

* Principles of Morals and Legislation, ch. xvil, Works, i. p. 96.
+ Ibid, ch. xli. p. 69, et soq.
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same kind, or of other kinds. When the object of the mischief ;
the author himself, it may be styled seé,i"»rega;l-diny ; when any uth:
party is the object, extra-regarding.”

It does not matter one straw, then, how many, or what agencies
or agents, are involved in a system, or co-operate to the issue, if
that 1ssue be seriously detrimental to the public peace and security. If
1t impose a burden upon the capacities, or interfere with the welfare
of the community, or any considerable part of it, Right and Reason
will demand its destruction. The mischief may be various as its
causes, and diversified as its machinery; but if it be profitably pre-
ventible mischief, it ought to be prevented, and therefore, by a wise
and patriotic people, will be prevented. It may be a simple case of
breach of quarantine; or of open-drain engendering pestilence; or
of a chemical work, the fumes from which, by natural propagation
and physical action, blast my fruit or forest trees, or impair the
health of my cattle;—or it may be an agency of a social or moral
nature, operating more indirectly and under greater complications,
80 that the tendency is seen more clearly than the specific results are
traceable, such as a College for Teaching Theft, like those known to
the ancient Egyptians, whose head was ‘licensed’; or like tHe secret
society of the Dacoits or Thugs of India, with whom robbery and
murder take rank both as a Fine Art and ferocious religion;—or it
may be a ‘ Domestic Institution’ in some Federated States, where
the soul of the Serf is robbed of knowlege, and its intellectual eyes
systematically put out, while the limbs attached to the white brain
of the black body are exercised at the will of another man;—or i#
may be a polluting print, or an obscene figure, exhibited in a shop-
window ; or a fashionable °‘Valhalla’; or some wulgar ‘stew’,
offending modesty and flouting decency; or a varnished ‘Flash-house’,
more respectable and more dangerous, with its traps for youth and
innocence; or a ‘lottery scheme’, or ¢ Crockford’s Hell’, or a Betting-
house;—or it may be a village Beershop, tainted with tobacco and
impurity, or a town’s Tavern, with its demoralization and disorder;
or a temple erected to mighty Gin, ¢ vitriol gin’ or genuine gin, no
matter—with its open jaws of destruction, flaring with gasand reeking
with sin and ruin. These are but variations in the working of
Mischief—the diversified modes in which Selfishness and Venality
sacrifice to Comus and to Mammon the hopes and the happiness of
a human world. It is not with the methods, the machinery, the
motives, not even with the prejudices or the sincere opinions, of those
who feed and foster these systems, that Law has directly to do:—ié
is with the racr—the cost and the consequences, If these are burden-
some and baneful, then, provided we have the power, we must have
most assuredly the right of abolition.

4. Some recent English writers on ¢ Social Statics” deny to the
State all true organic power, and represent its function as that of a
clumsy kind of Policeman, whose business is to see that :B does not
pick P’s pocket, and that P, in turn, does not box B’s ears !—a
notion that would leave unsettled the most practically important
problems of politics—or rather ignore them—as, for example, laws
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tine public and private property, the very corner-stone of civili-
Egn,gnid laws esﬁxblialﬁ:?g ga.rr{age or decreeing taxation.* Of
the larger exposition of these views little need be said : we regard it
as a perfect reductio ad absurdum. A theory which starts from the
position that man is a predatory animal rather than a social being—
that asserts the equality of rights between men and children—that
proclaims the liberty of individuals to renounce the state at will,
and, of course, refuse to contribute to its taxes—(thus making the
existence of a state to depend on the whim or wisdom of the last man
who is asked to join it ; for the allouance of such a privilege would
end in a speedy dissolution of government, leaving only a Joint
Stock Company or Lynch-law behind),—a theory which finishes
with enuneciating the rights and ethics of Perfect men and Paradise,
instead of the practical duties incumbent upon us in this work-a-day
world of imperfection and sin—is a theory very sufficiently refuted
in its premises by the absurdity of its conclusions. For our part,
we have no respect whatever for power, for whim or will; save so far
as they are animated by wisdom and glorified by goodness. We
cannot worship mere deemonism, neither can we allow it to dictate
the terms of social life. 'Will and liberty, both in the one and the
many, exist only for a higher end ; are channels of use, not ends of
ing. They are means of moral elevation, and in this actual world
require social checks, as well as social impulses, for the sake of those
higher ends. It is not mere exercise of faculties that we live for,
but for such a development of them as harmonizes with the true
hierarchy of human powers ; not the development of self-will, bu#
the frequent denial of impulsive will for moral will ; not the educa-
tion of moral will by one’s own acts exclusively, but by social acts
also—by the saered symbols of Law, by the virtue of social Habit,
and by the purity of social Circumstance. ¢ Lead us not into tempta-
tion’ 1s no less a natural than a Christian rule—indicates not less the
duty of the state than the wisdom of the man. Thus prohibitory
laws against public lotteries, gambling-houses, brothels, and similar
seductions and temptations to vice and crime, are based not merely
upon the fact of the objective influence of such things for harm, but
upon the fact of their incompatibility with the prime purposes of
%:rc;l.u._l existence,—are, in brief, the political retlex of the Lord’s
yer,
§ 5. WmrELM voNy Humsorpr, in his work on the Sphere and

*® * A man omils paying his share to a public tax. Is this, then, fo be placed 1
the list of mischievous acts? Yes: cerﬂnin]y. Upon what g uuﬁds? IE: ig Earlilxiﬂ:
what if, ull of & sudden, the payment of all 1axes was to cease, there would no longer
Enhmg effectual be done, eitler for the main‘enance of justice, or for the d:fance of
i.l:il?!f'l]l:r:nrnmm:nl].',' that, therefore, the weak would presently be opprest and injured
I manner of ways, Ly the strong at home, and both together overwhelmed by
glj}pmanra from abroad. It is manifest, that though the mischief is remote and con-
gent, though in its firat Appearance it consists of nothing more than the interception
of & benefit, and though the iudividuals in whose favor that benefit would have been
reducad inte the explicit form of pleasure or security ere allogether unasaignable,
Tf“ the mischievous tendency of the act is not less i disputable. The mischief in point
of intensity snd duration is, indeed, unknown : it is uncertain. it is remote. But in

oint of extent it is immense; and in poiot of £ ci that
Enﬂu calculation."—DeNTmanm, chupm! last uilé.mﬂ SR Mg e
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Duties of Government, down the following prinei
head of ¢ Police Laws ‘I:Ef B radénihe

““The right of nature, when applied to social life, condemns all
actions in which one man encroaches on the due province of another,,
and hence, includes all those cases in which the injury strictly arises
from a blameable oversight, or where it is always associated with the
action, or with such a degree of probability in the consequence, that
the agent either perceives it, or becomes accountable by overlooking
it. But that the State should rest here seems justly questionable ;
especially when we consider the importance of the injury to be appie=
hended, and the possibility of rendering the restriction imposed om
freedom only moderately hurtful to the citizen. In such a case if
18 clear that the right is undeniable on the part of the State.”

Why should not this hold good against the Traffic? It is always
asgociated as a trade with injury to others—there is a cerfainty in'
the consequences, as the Traflickers themselves admit ; and the extent
of the evil accruing is absolutely unparalleled by any other noxious
agency operating in the nation.

““The only mischief, of any eonsiderable amount, which can be
made to impend indiscriminately over the whole number of members
in the community, is that complex kind of mischief which results
from Wax [Traffic in strong drink], and is produced by the instru-
mentality of certain adversaries [citizens]: by their being invited,
or encouraged to invasion [to traffic] In this way may a AN [or
party] very well bring down a mischief, and a very heavy one, upon,
the community in general, and that without taking a part in any ef
the injuries which come in consequence to be offered to parti
individuals.”*

War, we see, is not the only grave mischief which may be done to
an entire community. Citizens at home may become as truly the
instruments of invading rights, destroying property, and creating
insecurity and alarm, as foreign enemies—just as Civil War is no
less an evil than Invasion. The party that introduced the Beer-
shop Aect—a measure of good intentions but fearful issues—invited
and encouraged the operation of a system that has brought upon
England ““ more complex mischiefs” than many wars ;—the politi-
cians who uphold the Traffic, one and indivisible, *‘ though without
taking a part in any one of the injuries” resulting, we arraign at
the bar of history as amongst the greatest enemies of their country.

The Westminster Review, for October, 1854, reviewing Humboldt’s
book, notwithstanding a strong prejudice against the legislation we
defend, concedes sufficient for its justification. The reviewer thus
writes of ¢ Force’ :— . el 5 afd

¢Tt can only guard the arena in which improving influences may
! operate.’—p. 492, y s

How ‘guard ¥ Can it not, at the behest of wisdom, prohibit the
entrance of mischievous beasts into the field ? Canit not also harrow
up and burn the noxious weeds that choke the goil, and rob the

—

® PentHAM. Works, i. p.101.
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precious grain and roots of their nourishment ? Can it not quite as

m.uilyméf'i?e out eattle now within the social arena, as keep out those

already beyond the pale? 1If “guard’ means this, it means all we

-want—if it does not mean this, then the reviewer unduly limits 1ts
ncy and virtue.

¢ It[g the thorny fence, but neither the plough nor the seed ; and
it stifles the crop wherever it is suffered o usurp the field.—p. 492.

A mingled web of fact and fiction—of admitted truism and decep-
tive figure. Force is the thorny fence—and something more. Why
it should not also be the plough and the ploughman we ca:m.mt
discern. Both are instruments of force—servants of a presiding
Master—and so is legal Force. Liberty to plough and cast seed
into the social furrows is not denied, but asserted, by a Maine-law.
Tt is the Traffic which usurps the field, and fills it with noxious
weeds, It is the Traffic which floods the land with poisoned water,
and kills the seed of good. The Traffic is an artificial usurpation,
hindering the development of the true matural powers of the soil,
and we call in force to perform its appropriate funetion—to shut out
the flood, and to uproot the ra~% weeds, so that the crop may be
no longer stifled. el

Moreover, the metaphor of the reviewer has no application. Who
proposes that Force shall usurp the field of government? ‘Foree’
is the element behind Law ;—and, therefore, in the nature of things,
cannot be Law. DBut who advocates government without Law?
The reviewer drivels in his dialectic, and fights impossible phantoms
of his own brain.

*The use of force is in itself an evil ; it can only be justified where
“opposing force would be wrong.’—p. 492.

%‘?a deny the limitation : law, and the foree that sustains law, are
quite as justifiable in preventing future seduction and fraud, by

unishing past offences of that nature, as in parrying a bludgeon or
imprisoning a brute. Physical forece is the instrument of Moral
force, and not an evil, unless evilly employed. The evil is in the
man who necessitates its exercise ; just as the evil is in the morbid
condition of the patient who swallows the pill, and not in the purge
which the physician prescribes. Good and evil are terms of relation.
Physic as physie, removing or helping nature to remove disease, is,
relative to its end, good—physic is only bad when we mistake it for
food. So Force, regarded as the purge for social disorder, and as
the instrument of a wise Law, is good for ameliorating erime ; and
no one recommends a resort to Force when it is not needed. = The
Riot Actis not even read where there is no riot.

“ Rights are the consequence of the natural relation of the parties
- [“concerned. Government is a contrivance for the defence of those
- “rights, and nothing more.’—p. 495.

‘Government is no more a mere ‘Contrivance” than is Conscience,
or the subordination of the Family ; and neither mere ‘defence’ nor
the defence of mere ‘natural rights’ completes its function. Rights
are the comsequences of all relations of life necessary to human
happiness—that is, of all proper relations. If the ambiguous word
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‘natural’ means suitable or proper, we are at one with the reviewer—
]vio it e:;::ea.]:m nbnly su{;:ll; Eelaténna as exist in ‘a state of nature,” whera
clety has been displaced by savace
the limitation. P ¥, gery, then we deny, once more,
. Government is for the defence of ail rights, whether natural or
civil ; and comprizes everything necessary to a just and efficient
defence of them. It comprehends Instruction—whether through
Parliamentary discussion, the promulgation of Laws, Judicial
decisions, or the common Schoolmaster. Government must teach—
even if it be only so far as to announce its own decrees. Governmend
must discipline—if it be only its criminals, or expect it subjects
to be plundered again. Government must educate—for acts of
ggn_:shmnanp and dlsuiE]_ine are true educational influences: and the
ciety which has a right to teach by facts has an equal right to do
8o by formulas. Government must feed and clothe, as well as train
and educate, its Juvenile delinquents, and its pauper orphans, or
become particeps eriminis in the harvest of crime that will inevitably
follow the neglect to do so. Government must not only resish
wrong, but do many things neceseary to prevent wrong, Even im
the process of protecting natural rights, it actually ereates others.
The right to the fruits of labor has for its sequel and guarantee tha
institution of private property in land. No single individual has a
title to any special piece of earth, of wood, or water, before Society
oonfers it,—for such things are proverbially ‘common.’* I canno
claim a title to this oak, or that quarry, without the consent and
decree of my coheirs to this common inheritance of earth. Yet such
a right is essential to security—to the fullest development of man’s
nature—to the real fruition and enjoyment of his faculties and his
hfe—and, therefore, the Social State is supremely a true ‘natural”’
State, deserving of all honor and obedience,—not a mere ‘ Policeman”
and ‘Contrivance,” but a natural growth from the seed of Humanity,
an organism—including a Legislature and a Judicatory, as well asan
Executive, whose combined duty is to initiate and to enforce all thak
is needful for protection and free development in actual circumstances.
Mistakes no more affect the Sovereignty of the State, than the
same fact of fallibility touches the rights of the Individual. The
of Over Legislation isa silly one, for the thing intended must
be Miss-Legislation. The activity of a State, if it be a wise activity,
is no more objectionable than the activity of an Individual. Indo-

—

* ¢ Al] T want to show,” says Dr Arxownp, in his admirable Tntroductory Lectures on
History, “is the right to property at all; that is, that some have a greater right
to the possession of a thing then others; for if this be once allowed, we need not

talk any longer about a State of Nature, as it is foolishly called ; we have done with
Beasis’ nature, and are living nccording 1o Man's nature—thatis, acenrding to Lawand
Right, not sccording to Brutality ond Might. It is Law and Right which eay, that
although Northumberland has ]Jenly of coal and Kent bas none, yet that the men of
Kent must either persuade the Norihumbrians by feir means (o Jet 1hem have their
Coal, or they must go without it ;—or again, which say tbatalthoughthe soil of Bagshok
Heath is very poor, and that around Farpham is very rich, yet that the p_n.ris-hﬂ o
Bagshot Heaih may not touch the Hops of Fmnham, without the owners leave; ox
again, to come down a step lower, it is the self same Law and Right which will not leg
man who has no land eat the corn of bis neighbor 1Lat bas laud, unless he can persuade

kis neighbor, either for love or money, to let lu,m have a share _nIlr.:“
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lence iz a virtue in neither. It is not necessarily less Legislation
that we want, but wiser—a legislation that touches the Causes of
Crime, instead of tampering with mere effects. ;

Dr A.Rémm}’a view of the influence and duty of a state is thus

xpressed :— :

> EA Nation is a Sovereign Society, and it 1s ﬂc}metl:_ung monstrous
that the ultimate power in human life should be destitute of a sense
of right and wrong; for there being a right and a wrong in almost
all our actions, the Power which can command or forbid these actions
without an appeal to any human tribunal higher than itself, must
surely have a sense, not only of the wrong of this action forbidden,
but of the comparative value of different ends; lest perchance,
while commanding what is in itself good, it may command it at a
time, or in a degree, to interfere with some higher good; and then
it is in fact commanding evil. That the power is thus extensive and
sovereign, seems admitted, not only historically, but also by our
common sense and language. And who does not see that the Police
and the Army are not Sovereign Societies—that, because they are
not cognizant of Moral ends, they are incapable of directing men’s
conduct in the last resort—that they are themselves [not govern-
ment, but] subject to a higher power [ Law], the representative of a
National Life.

“ A nation’s inner life consists in its action upon and within itself,
Now, in order to the perfecting of itself, it must follow certain princi-
ples, and acquire certain habits; in other words, it must have its Laws
and Institutions adapted to its great end. On these the character of
its people so mainly depend, that if these be faulty, the whole innen
life is corrupted; if these be good, it is likely to go on healthfully.”

It has been too much the fashion, in certain quarters, to depreciate
Law, and to speak of it misleadingly as the Logic of the Stick.
Such representations are unpardonable in any one pretending to
philosophic culture. Law is the Logic of social life—the develop-
ment of national experience. Law %aa a potency in moulding the
plastic population, which is even more important than its penal
function: and it is preventive as well as corrective. Law is the
first and last wisdom of History. A tribe, by its means, grows into
a nation —develops agriculture, commerce, art, and science —
organizes itself into a permanent and beneficial power—makes
anarchy and revolution impossible.

And Sovereign Law, that State's collected Will,
‘ Sits Empress, crowning good, repressing ill.*

In the fine language of Hooker, “Of Law nothing less than this
may be acknowledged, that her seat is the bosom of God, her voice
the harmony of the world,—all things in heaven and earth do hex
homage,—the very least as feeling her Care, the greatest as not
exempted from her Power, ¢

We will follow the writer of the ¢ Westminster? into one of his
particular illustrations, and then close this discussion of principles,

-t N

* Bir WiLniam Joxgs, + Ecclesiastical Polity. End of Book i,
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‘ May a man rightly carry a ton of gunpowder throngh the
;on a wagon in open day? If not, myﬂ&e reasons ’_l-'crrBE]:;imf'.-.ll.iaL
:Fﬂﬂ step him, apply just as well to-the prevention of other evils, as
Ptm 5%?3&3& to be apprehended from the explosion of this gunpowder?—

We E'i'.'rﬂp to remark that it will make no difference whether other
evils are exactly like this apprehended one, in their causes or their
remedies. Each social evil must be tried on its own demerits, and
met by its appropriate antidote—that is, by one that is the most
efficient in the first place, and the most economical in the second. The
‘ rensgn’ for its removal at all, is not its species, but its genus : nok
that it operates in this way or that—by slow poison or by sudden
explosion—but because it operates evilly.

*There are three or four distinet characteristies of the case which
¢ clearly bring it within the powers of government.

¢1st. An explosion would violate the equal enjoyment of their
¢ rights by others, and that without the possibility of remedy.

“2nd. To take the route through London can be prevented by force.

¢ord. The prohibition affects nobody beyond the person to whom
‘it is addressed.*

“4th. It affects him only in that one act, and restrains his activity
‘1n no other respect.’

So the Traffie, 1st, exposes vast numbers to the worst dangers. At
Birdwell, the other day, a man made mad through its agency, dashes
through the village with a hedging bill in his hand, striking and
maiming all he meets. At Rochdale, an engineer, made incapable
by the Traffic, oceasions a boiler explosion, which kills or wounds a
gcore of innocent persons. At the same place a publican, mad with
drinking his own drink, splits his wife’s skull, attempts to kill his
children, and finishes by poisoning himself.

2nd. The Traflic can be prevented by Law—for it has been.

3rd. The prohibition affects nobody for evil.

4¢h. It affects the Seller only in one act; and leaves the drinker
to provide in another way that which he wants.

'he admissions of the * Westminster’ are amply sufficient for us,
though more might be extorted. They allow scope and verge enough
for including amongst actions justly prohibitable by law, a Traffic
that does not simply expose a few individuals to risk of injury now
and again, but which, in truth, is perpetually exploding in tumuls,
riot, and debauchery—in disorder, disease, and bloody death;—a
Traffic which blasts the beauty and innocence of youth, corrupts the
purity of woman, and strikes down the hopes of age,—which prostrates
manhood, paralyzes industry, and spreads disaster, confusion, and
erime, over the fair face of our beloved country.

it .

N =

* Tt ia neither the duty of Society nor of the Publican—save upon contract—to hrew
and provide beer for any body. The prohibitive law, therefore, affects nobody'srights,
and affects even the publican’s aetion only in one direction—the brewing for public sale.
In Scotland the law prevents equally the opening of bread and of whisky shops on the
Sunday. It is just as easy to aboligh the traflic in gin on t.ha‘ln;t! as on the first dayof

the weelk
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CHAPTER II

¢Tgar THE TRAFFIC IN INTOXTCATING LIQUORS, AS COMMON
" BEVERAGES, IS INIMICAL TO THE TRUE INTERESTS OF INDIVIDUALS,
AND DESTRUCTIVE OF THE ORDER AND WELFARE OF SOCIETY, AND
OUGHT, THEREFORE, TO BE PROHIBITED.”

§ 6. In harmony with the Principles of Government already
considered and determined, the relation between the individual and
the State—and therefore the true interests of both—may be thus
expressed :— .

“The Individual demands (that is, claims as right) that his jural-
relationship to others shall be maintained inviolate by the State—
and the State demands, in return, that the Individual shall not
disturb or endanger the jural-relations of others,”

The unit of Society, as such, is exposed to injury, to the dis-
turbance of his just relations ; hence the units combine to obtain
Protection and to ensure Safety. Experience proves that association
gecures what is generally impossible to insulation—and that fixed
principles and organic law enable us to do much better that which
must be done, than mere individual force moved by personal interest
or exaggerating passion. [Frofection, not in the narrow sense of
¢ defence,” or momentary prevention of physical injury—but ¢ Pro-
tection’ in its wider and truer signification, is the object of the
otate—the granting and securing to each and all what is due to
humanity. When applied to real facts, this will be found to embrace
the elements of our proposition :(—

L. Individual Security, involving protection against injury of
body, character, and property—the making certain that which, in a
state of anarchy or barbarism, is uncertain—since uncertainty in
rights 18 insecurity.

II. Social Security, or the protection of Society as Society :
whence treason or anarchy, or anything which subverts the founda-
tion of Sociely, is to be regarded as crime, just as really and truly
as a disturbance of the universal or primitive relations.

LI Social Development, so that each constituent element of the
body politic may attain the great ends of humanity—those ends
which are only to be reached by combination—and which, therefore,
constitutes the first of all rights and necessities.

Now, we think it can be demonstrated that the Traffic in strong
drink directly contravenes all these conditions and duties of a State—

and does so {0 an extent far exceeding all other agencies combined,
e
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The Traffic, therefore, which is already subjected to various restric-
tions, and in different countries and ages has been proseribed

} iy = = »
ought to be totally prohibited by a wise Statesmanship amongst
ourselves.

§ 7. From the formal statement and proof iti
we proceed to general illustrations. - s e fgielan

In 1834, the Parliament of Great Britain, in its Report on
Drunkenness, founded on an elaborate examination of witnesses
from the three kingdoms, made the following declaration :-—

*“The consequences of the vice of intoxication* are so many and
so fearful that it is difficnlt to enumerate even the outlines of them :
and to pursue them in all their melancholy details would require
a volume. The following are only a few of the evils directly spring-
ing from this baneful source :—

. Consequences to Individuals.—Destruction to health—disease in
every form and shape—premature decrepitude in the old—stunted
growth and general debility and decay in the young—loss of life by
Egmxysms, apoplexies, drownings, burnings, and accidents of various

inds—delirium tremens, paralysis, idiotcy, madness, and violent
death ; destruction of mental capacity and vigour, and extinction
of aptitude for learning, as well as desire for practising any useful
art or industrious occupation. Irritation of all the worst passions
of the heart—hatred, anger, revenge—with a brutalization of disposi-
tion that breaks asunder and destroys the most endearing bonds of
nature and society. Extinction of all moral and religious principle,
disregard of truth, indifference to education,—violation of chastity,—
insensibility to shame, and indeseribable degradation.

¢ Consequences to National Welfare.—The DESTRUCTION OF GRAIN,
given by a bountiful Providence for the food of man, which is now
converted by distillation into a poison ; the highest medical authori-
ties examined before your committee being uniform in their testimony
that ardent spirits are absclutely poisonous to the human constitu-
tion—so that not only is an immense amount of food destroyed,
whilst thousands are inadequately fed, but this food is destroyed in
such a manner as to injure greatly the agricultural producers them-
selves, for whose grain, but for this perverted use of it, there wounld
be more than twice the present demand.—The Loss of Propucrive
Laporin every department of occupation, to the extent of at least one
day in siz throughout the kingdom, as testified by witnesses engaged
in various manufacturing occupations ; by which the wealth of the
countryisretarded orsuppressed to the extent of one million outofevery
six that is produced, to say nothing of the constant derangement,
imperfection, and destruction in every [industrial] process, occasioned
by the intemperance, and consequent unskilfulness, inattention, and
neglect of those affected by intoxication, producing great injury in
our domestic and foreign trade.—The extensive Loss 0F PROPERTY
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* We shall show, further on, that the Traffic is the National founfain of this intoxioa
tion, !i'hn Chairman of the Committee w:ﬂhn late James StLE Buckiygram, then
M.P. for Sheffield, to whose intelligent and life-long labors in the cause of Temperance

and Froedom the world is very largely indebted.
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by Sea, from Shipwrecks, founderings, fires, and innumerable other

agaide;’ts, which, according to the evidence of the most experienced

shipowners and nautical men, are clearly traceableto drunkenness.—

The comparative INEFFICIENCY OF THE ARMY AND NAVY, in each of

which intemperance is [as] a canker-worm that eats away 1ts strength

and its discipline to the very core ; it being proved that one-sixth

of the effective strength of the Navy, and a much greater proportion

of the Army, is as much destroyed by that most powerful ally of
death, intoxieating drinks, as if the men were slain in battle ; and

that the greatest number of accidents, seven-eighths of the sickness,

invalidings and discharges for incapacity, and nine-tenths of all the

acts of insubordination, and the fearful punishments and executions
to which these give rise, are to be ascribed to drunkenness alone.—

The INcrReAsE 0F PAUPERISM, in its more fearful shape, divested of
that sense of shame which would disdain to receive relief whilst
honest industry could secure the humblest independence, and
associated with a recklessness of all obligations, domestic or social,

which, according to the evidence of witnesses from the agricultural

distriets, has converted the pauper from a grateful receiver of aid
under unavoidable calamity, to an idle and disorderly clamorer for the
right of being sustained by the industry of others, or a profligate
and licentious parent of illegitimate offspring.—The SPrREAD oF

OrmME in every shape and form, from theft, fraud, and prostitution

in the young, to burnings, robberies, and more hardened offencesin

the old ; by which the gaols and prisons, the hulks and convict’
transports, are filled with inmates, and an enormous mass of human
beings are transformed into excrescences of corruption and weakness

[inthe body politic, and constituting our troublesome and ¢ dangerous

classes’].—The RETARDATION OF AL ImMPROVEMENT, inventive or

industrial, ¢ivil or political, moral or religions.—That the mere

pecuniary loss to the nation, from the several causes already enume-

rated, may be fairly estimated at little short of fifty millions of
pounds sterling per annum.”

It must be evident, therefore, that a system engendering such
vatied “consequences’ and ‘ costs’ is deeply and distinetly inimical
to the real interests of Individuals and the ‘State, endangering the -
rights ‘of the one, and rendering impossible the aims and purposes
of the other. Twenty years have elapsed since this deliberate con-
viction was enrolled upon the records of the British Parliament, and
yet we shall find in the sequel, that notwithstanding *the march of
improvement,’ the progress of education, the spread of knowlege
and, above all, the specific efforts to combat this vice of Intempe-
rance by moral appeal, every word of that Reportremains literally true.
The explanation of the fact is simply this :—7'he 1L'raffic has extended
s machinery of mischisf, and its net-work of seduction, contempo-
;'m:;m;sly with these efforts ; and it is of the nature of narcotic stimu-
ants to generate a tendency to excess 3 ' 1
i'eagf:gﬂ% moral control. ! DRy aposiie S8

. Foreign nations, and those blessed with almost univ
education, both moral and religious, have imstituted Laﬁh?i -




36 AN ARGUMENT FOR PROHIBITION.

Enquiries into the causes, extent, and consequences of Intempe-
rance amongst themselves,—as the Americans and the Swedes—
and have reached conclusions very similar to our own. The
¢ Report of the Select Committee of the New York Senate’ on the
Prohuibitory Bill of 1853, thus expresses the facts as they yet exist
in the United States of America, after the persistent efforts, for a
quarter of a century, of the friends of true Temperance :—

““The committee have felt deeply impressed with the weight of
responsibility resting upon them, and, after a careful examination
of the whole subject, are clearly of the opinion that the sale of intoxi-
cating liquors, as a beverage, retards education, and encourages vice 3
that it tramples upon the rights of perfons and property to a eriminal
extent ; and that it 1s the duty of this Legislature to pass a Prohi-
bitory law, as the only means left to remove the evils complained of.

‘* Your committee are of opinion that the sale of intoxicating:
drinks are the direct occasion of more pauperism, crime, debauchery,
and frightful easualties, than all other things combined.

“* Your committee are of opinion that such liquoris a Porsox, and
should be so declared and treated, producing a species of insanity
which deadens the powers and inflames the passions,* causing the
unprovoked commission of crimes on the innocent and unoffending, of
an enormity unparalleled in the ecivilized world ; crimes that even
barbarians would shudder at, and humaniby in its worst forms could
not commit, unaided by the demon that is ever present in the
drunkard’s cup.

“ Your committee are of opinion that this poison causes a reckless
disregard of property in those who use it ; that it is the agent in the
destruction of more property by fire, shipwrecks, railroad disasters,
and bankruptetes, than all other agencies put together. This bill pro-
poses to save from thirty to fifty thousand drunkards now in our
State, their wives and children, from the awful fate to which the
liquor trade has doomed them, and to break the charm by removing
the temptation from thirty to fifty thousand moreof our fellow-citizens
who are moving on surely to fill the drunkard’s ranks, many of whom
are most earnest in their calls upon the Legislature to stop a traffic
accursed of God and all good men.

¢ Pass this law, and your committee are of opinion that it will
put an end to three-fourths of all the crimes against persons and pro-
perty now committed. The testimony of the wardens of our prisons
uniformly affirms that at least nine-tenths of the criminals confined
are brought there on account of the use of intoxicating drinks.”

At the Febrnary term, 1856, of the Court of General Sessions,
New York, Judge CarroN charged the Grand Jury :—

¢¢ T will state that during the month of January last, 368 persons
were arraigned for trial in this Court and the Court of Special

g, g gt el e R g P .

* FLoURExS, and other toxicologists, have long ago established, by experiment. that
Alcolol is a Brain Poison, and one that specially excites and disturbs the cerebellum.
I'his is the true key to the Social Facts. (See our History of J.!'mi'm.'..l:ﬁﬂ. 1846: and
Prof. Yousan's Scienfific Basis of Prohibition ; 1856.) Dr AvrrEd Tavior. in his
evidence on the Rugeley Poisoning cases, twice deliberately asserls that WALTER
PaLmER was * Poisoned with Gin.' t more could be said of Arsenic?

3 Lean i
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Sessions, Of this number, 166 were convicted and sentenced, 182
were convicted, but the sentences were suspended for various causes,
and 20 were acquitted. Fifty-one of the convicts sentenced were
between the ages of ten and twenty years, and a very large majority
of those in whose cases sentence was suspended were ninors, and
about 100 were under the age of sixteen years! The crimes for
which these persons were arraigned comprehended almost the whole
catalogue, from petty larceny up to murder. Among the whole
number, 102 were confirmed inebriates, and every one was more or
less intoxicated when the act was commitled for which the complaint
was made, though sixty-two professed temperate habits. But it was
a shallow pretence; their appearance belied the averment. Other
very significant characteristics distinguish these cases. Nearly all
of them originated in the night, a large proportion of them after
midnight, and the scenes of the catastrophes were laid in fashionable
drinking saloons, and tippling houses of less repute. Brothels were
not unrepresented in this long and mournful catalogue of our
doomed fellow-men. About five thousand other cases of a police
character have been adjudicated in the four Police Courts of this
City, in the same time !”

For the year ending February, 1856, the commitments fo the City
Prison, Centre Street, New York, were 36,264, of which number
32,703 were persons of intemperate habits.

By the concurrent testimony of various couniries, the Traffic in
strong drink may be impeached, not simply as a nuisance, but as
the fons et origo of 75 per cent in amount of those kinds of evil for
protection against which the bulk of all laws are framed, and for
securing partial exemption from which Society itself is expressly
constituted. To neglect such a source of calamity and crime—much
more to ¢ license’ and ‘sanction’ it—seems indeed & most monstrous
dereliction of the duty of a State—a virtual abandonment of its
organic and essential functions. .

e speak of duty, not of willingness. A majority, a large majo-
rity, may be so besotted, or so selfish, as to prefer the chronie evils
of the system to the sacrifice of their convenience—but that cannot
alter the ethics of the question; it cannot remit the obligation
resting upon true Statesmen, upon Patrict and Christian Citi-
zens, to oppase, expose, and, as far as political influence extends, to
veto the Traffic. Still, we know, appetite and interest will array
%emtselves agamst us—while much patriotic profession will be slow

act.

§ 9. To oppose practical and efficient Legislative action asainsk
Eﬁ tem?lg} realities of the Traffic, on the ground of a mere ﬂEﬁI‘ﬂ.ﬂﬁ
ing”"'?. .y E’ ernment, is another melancholy exhibition of human
md:';;.‘i{ I UMBOLDT, Who has written most profoundly on that

he theory which, on the first blush, appears to conflict with
such legmla!.t1nn as we contend for, makes the important concession
that practical necessity must first be regarded, and not theory.¥*

i L F P R
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* Homaoro1's eloquent plea for individual development as against Restrictions on
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He admits, also, that the State must ereate new relations, and there-
fore rights and duties demanding a sacred respect,—and that the
State, as the guardian of the rights of all, must assert its supremaecy
for the sake of all: that, in doing so, it must start from things as
they are, and treat Man as he is, and so, by preserving the gains of
%ﬁ past, reach f:&ﬂﬁlldgmndar :iimqueats of civilization in the future.
€ even warns etermined doctrinaire against splittin
the rock of Fact. : Hix e

““ We should never attempt to transfer purely theoretical prinei-
ples into reality, until reality, in its whole scope and tendency, offers
no further obstacles to the manifestation of those consequences to which,
without any admixture of other influences, the abstract principles
would lead.”

While, on the one hand, the whole history of the world does ok
furnish a single example of a nation that has tolerated the Traffie in
strong drink, rising to such a reality of moral and social life as to
permit of the safe adoption of those abstract theories, so, on the:
other hand, all the Facts of History and Experience goto show, that,
with such an influence operating in a nation, the Model Government
that is desiderated must be indefinitely postponed.

§ 10. The objection that ‘by removing the temptation we destroy
virtue,’ is based upon an ignorance of the real nature and needs of
man. For, first, we only propose the removal of one special tempta-
tion; all natural, and a thousand social, temptations will still be
left — temptations so varied and numerous, that it will be work
enough for the longest life, and the strongest will, to subdue them.
Secondly, there is a peculiarity in ¢his temptation, which places it in
a category by itself. The will cannot resist the action of aleohol,
which, by physical potency, tends to undermine the moral powers :
increasing appetite, while decreasing moral restraint. Thirdly, even
temptation in general far more frequently promotes vice than
virtue : 4nd it never ends in good, save under certain conditions of
balanee and counterpoise—the existence of which the Traffic renders
all but nugatory. Even writers against the Maine Law will percsive
this, when the prejudice of the whim is not operating. Take, for
example, the following admirable sentence, oceurring in a review
of the * Newcomes,” in the Spectator for August 18th, 1855. *“Isit
not to some lucky accident that many of us, whose lives are happy,
owe the final predominance of the good for the evil principle in our
existence? Xor our part, when we are taught to pray, ¢ Lead us not
into Temptation’—we recognize in that prayer the weakness of eur
nature, and are only too glad if, by lucky accidents and stromg
resolutions combined, thosein whom we are interested ean eseape the
perils that beset youth and age, and finally attain the blessedness of

e i)
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Inxuries, ete., has no relation to the Prohibition of tha Traffie. The vary reasons
assigned against legal Restriction on nataral faculties,—that it limits development and
cultyre,—is a reason foF prohibiting that which tends essentidlly and exclusively to
hinder aliks ipiellecinal, ®sthetic, and moral culture, to bar the progress of social
&melioration, and reduee vast numbers to the low grovelling tastes of the sot, or the
dead level of drunkenness.

N o
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a life in which the affections find their proper objects, and the best
energies room to breathe.” There is no tendency in the Drink
Traffic to educe the best faculties ; on the contrary, as we all know,
the Tavern and Beershop corrupt our moral feelings. An occasional
visit of inspection, indeed, to a Brothel, or a Beerhouse, might, on
an innocent or pure mind, produce no worse effect than disgust or
abhorrence ; but perpetual visitation would soon blunt our emo-
tions, and eventually contaminate our nature. Such an effect, in
truth, is appointed by Divine justice. - As the man who will gaze
perpetually npon burning mirrors, induces blindness, a film gather-
ing upon the organ of vision, and the vitality, so to speak, retreating
behind the veil ; so the deliberate injury inflicted by the Trafficker
for the sake of gain, and the associations of folly and blasphemy
with which the visitor wilfully surrounds himself, and the tempta-
tions to which he is exposed, bring on a moral blindness, which
thickens its film with the habit of every day. ¢ Moral evil,” says a
thoughtful writer, ‘‘is the only thing in the creation of God, of
which it is decreed that the more we are familicr with it, the less
we shall know of it.”* Tt is, therefore, only the pure, humane, and
conscientious, thad can discern the degradation of every vice, appre-
ciate the true power of temptation, or compute the force of passion
and impulse—but the young, the neglected, the weak, in short, the
many, who are the parties mainly exposed to the seduction of the
Traflic, these, unaware of their danger and of the evil, become its
wholesale victims. If a Father would not desire to surround his
daughters with the pollutions of our large cities, or expose his sons
to the temptations of the Casino or the Tavern, why should the
State cither license or tolerate a machinery of mischief which is cor-
rupting en masse its honorable, but neglected, industrial classes ?
These, in truth, are the ‘children’ of the State ; and must remain
as such, until that which hinders their social culture is taken away ;
when, entering the temple of Constitutional freedom, they shall
cease to be the mere producers of wealth, and become the Guardians
of its welfare and its glory.

§ 11. Will it be objected, against this practical view, that the
Traffic is not the cause of the evil complained of, and that the
Drunkard and the Criminal are alone responsible for the viclations
of right and social order? We meet the objection in three Ways -—

First, as we should the man who started a lottery, or set-up a
gambling-house, and pleaded the innocency of the instruments, and
the absence of any ‘necessary connexion’ between play and ruined
character and fortune. It may be perfectly true, that we cannot
denounce a game at Whist in the Viear of Wakefield’s quiet parlor,
for 6d. a corner, as a erime against Society,—and it is hoped even
that the good Pﬂ‘f?lﬂﬂ_th&mael‘res never doubted its innocence, sinee
what is not of faith is sin ; but who, save a purblind theorist, could
defend the innocence of the trade in gaming !—or deny to gociety the

e o o P B B o

* Endeavors afler the Christian Life. Vol i. *On Clrist's Treatment of Guilt.’
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right to put so vicious a system in the cate of prohibited ’chmgaﬁ'
That which })eing injurious to the cnmmﬁgy i_spfgrhiddeu by hwt
becomes a crime.  As of cards or dice, so of strong liquor. To use
it, may be only a mistake, or a vice: but the Trade of selling it is
more—it is social injury ; for, somehow, great social mischief inva-
riably follows. Taking our stand upon the actual connexion, then,
we reply—If the evil is enormous and constant, and frustrates the
due progress of Society in happiness, industry, and civilization, and
if we have the power of preventing it, we are assuredly bound to do
so ; and therefore to adopt the available and efficient means to that
end. This, as we shall demonstrate, involves either the direct pro-
hibition of the Traffic, or the enforcement of such penalties on the
transgression of restrictive Laws as would lead to its abandonment.
With the Moral question of the relative responsibility of Drinkseller
and Drunkard, the Alliance does not meddle: it concerns itself
with the practical remedy of the actual evil. If such penalties were
imposed as would taboo the Traffic, that proceeding would amount
to a Maine Law. Prevent the evil, however, and we care not how
you frame the enactment.

Second, another answer may be given, which will serve, equally
well, the turn of the objection. The Traffic feeds the cause, or en-
courages it,  Or, it is part of the cause. Or, it is that factor which
gives potency and perpetuity to the cause. Or, it is the road for
practically reaching fhe cause. The metaphysical objector may
choose his phrase, and make the best of it.

Third, we say, those who affirm that there is no connexion of
constant antecedence and sequence between the Traffic and Social
evils, are bound to prove this, not only by the evidence of History,
which is impossible to be done, but by actual, experimentive I1lus-
tration. In the meanwhile, they must at least give to us the gua-
rantee that they will bear all the °cost, burden, and consequences’ of
the system as it actually exists for their convenience—that they will
pay the 75 per cent of taxation now imposed upon us for the expenses
of paupers and criminals aceruing from their ¢ Institution’—and that
they will fence-in, or set apart with due guards, as is practised with
Prostitutes in some countries, the Traders in strong drink, so that
their customers never entrench on our common territory while under
the exciting, depraving, and therefore dangerous, influence of the
article which they dispense. The physical and social health of the
People as much requires such protection as ever bodily health
demanded quarantine in reference to contagious pestilence: and
against this right of protection the mere ‘convenience’ of purchase
can no more be set, whether that convenience affect one or many,
than the ‘convenience’ of passage can be urged for allowing a
wagon of gunpowder to perambulate the streets of a crowded city.

e return to our old conclusion, that the Traffic in strong drink

ought to be prohibited by an enlightened State.

-




CHAPTER III.

“Tgar THE HISTORY AND RESULTS OF ALL PAST LEGISLATION
IN REGARD T0 THE LIQuok TRAFFIC, ABUNDANTLY PROVE THAT IT 18
IMPOSSIELE SATISFACTORILY TO LIMIT OR REGULATE A SYSTEM 80
ESSENTIALLY MISCHIEVOUS IN ITS TENDENCIES,”

& 11}

12. The Liquor Traffic, we say, is essentially mischievous. That
which makes it so, is the seductive and disturbing influence of the
Drink dispensed, the necessary associations of its use on the premises,
and the interest of the Seller to dispose of as much of his liquor as

ossible. Ardent spirits were styled a ‘ bewitching poisen’ by the
gislators of England a century ago : and the appellation is most
apt. By the Orientals, alcohol has been immemorially designated!
as ‘liquid fire’ and ° the mother of sins.” The Ldinburglh ficview
describes it in the following graphic terms :(—

‘“The passion for fermented drinks is not instinctive. A rare
accident taught some sleepless Arabian chemist—torturing substance
after substance in lis crucibles and alembics—how to extract the
Jierce spirit from these agreeable drinks, and brought up, as it were,
from the bottom of Pandora’s box, that Alcohol which has since
inflicted so many evils upon the world. They exhilarate, they en-
liven, they stimulate and exalt the mental powers. Some [persons]
they stupify, some they convert into irritable savages, some into dri-
velling idiots, and some into mere pugnacious animals. All, if long
andlargely used, they brutalize, prostrate, and in the end carry to
an untimely grave. But more wonderful than these poisonous and
destructive effects, is the passion for indulging in them which these
liguors awaken in a large proportion of our fellow-men—the irre-
sistible love with which these unfortunates are smitten by them—
the fascinating influence by which they are charmed. The Will
becomes absolutely spell-bound through the action of alcolol on the -
bodies of some, and Reason is dethroned, even where it formerly
exercised clear and undisputed sway. [f¢ is from this fuscinating.
power that the danger of using them principally arises.”’*

It is not the Public House with which we war; it is not the
Publican to whom we object. It is not even the company we find
there that is necessarily objectionable. It is that which vitiates
the calling of the Taverner, and corrupts his company ;—which

e,

* April 1855, Art, ‘Chemistry of Common Life,
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makes alike the Trade, the Trader, and the Tippler, objectionable
to the pure and the good,—it is the use of the specific Drink. The
temptation to 1ts use 1s of course increased by the encouragement of
company, and its sale naturally fostered by the arts of the Publican.
Nature imperiously limits the use of bread or beef, or even clothing ;
and hence the Baker and the Butcher never think of pressing on their
customers, as the customers never dream of purchasing, steak upon
steak, and loaf upon loaf.*

At the Public-house, however, it is glass after glass, excitement
upon excitement, until that passes, through noise, revelry, and riot,
to paralysis or prostration. The moral responsibilities of the Cus-
tomer are of no account to his partner and pander in guilt, The
sacred claims of home—of wives and children—are scouted and
gcorned ; and so vitiated, so sensualizing is the effect of this dreadful
business upon the Traflickers themselyes, that, without shame, they
publicly chant odes in praise of the Pagan God, and sing anacreon-
ties ‘'which openly flout the tenderest and the purest influences of
human life. Never was the low moral tone of a class of Traders
more completely delineated than by the glee so enthusiastically
received at the Anniversary Meeting of the Licensed Victuallers of
Birmingham, held in Dee’s Hotel, August 22nd, 1855, and repeated
at similar provincial orgies. It was sung immediately after the
Toast of ** The Honorable ¥, H, BerkgrLey, M. P., and the Members
of both Houses of Parliament who supported the alteration of the
Sunday Closing Act.”

¢ Jolly boys, yonr voices raise,

Cuall on Bacclhus— chant his praise;

0! Baechus, let us be

From cares and sorrow free.

When we thy orgies sing,

Each cobbler is a king !

This day we'll drown all sorrow,

Chur cares will come to-morrow,

Now to love 1 do incline,

While I drink the rosy wine ;

Drink rich wine and make good cheer,

We've no scolding wives to fear.

Fill me a wighty bowl
Up to the brink, that I may drink
Till round the roof does roll—

Let's be merry while we may—

All things have an ending day.”
. By this confession of the Publicans themselves the Traffic is a craft
organized for the encouragement of Drinking, at the high festivals
whereof praises are chanted to Bacchus and Brutality.t It was

et m——

* The demand for bread does not enlarge with the supply; but the demand for
drink does. The supply of bread in a uumrnuuF does not incresse the
demand indefinitely, but the supply of drink always creates in & community & desire
for more and mare. Fat moderatey, yon want less: But when you Drink moderately
ofintoxieating drink, you want more, As the Westminster Keviewer says—Aloderation
-in aleohol vils the hinges of the gate leading to excess,

+ We have now hefors us the report of the anniversary dinner of the Licensed
Victuallers of Gateshead, October 2nd, 1865, attended by the then Mayor, and by the
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ion of this fact, that led one of our great patriot writers
Eeafif;:a sélp:yﬁ—l)mm DEFoE—to utter this melancholy truth :—

Wherever God erects a House of Prayer,
The Devil’s sure to build a Chapel there;

meaning, of course, the Tavern over the way. Now, alas ! we have
twenty Taverns to one Church, and twenty Chaplains of Darkness
o one Minister of Christ. |
§ 13. Nor is the Traffic in exciting liguors less pernicious in its
. effects on the health than on the morals of those engaged in it—so
emicious, indeed, that it would be a mercy to the Publicans them-
gelves to prohibit the sale of strong drink, for it would increase
ome-half the average life of the class. (See § 65.) The Traffic is
necessarily corrupting and injurious to both traders and purchasers.
The Chairman of the Select Committee on Public-Houses, 1853,
very naively defines the funetions of a Drink-seller. (No. 9430.)
¢ His buginess is to sell as much drink ag his customers want, and it is
¢ their misfortune [but the publican’s gain] if they drink too much.”
To which Mr Alderman WiRE, the solicitor of the Licensed Vie-
tuallers, adds a very candid sequel. (No. 4973.) ‘They will do
“the best they can to attract custom to thetr houses, and in some
‘instances, of course, there will be illegitimate attraction.’ The
essential tendency of the drink, the associations of company, ren-
dered often more attractive by contrast with neglected or comfortless
homes, and the arts of the Publican pecuniarily interested as ¢ rival
to the family in his claims on the purse of the customer, are the
three prime factors concerned in the creation of our National
Intemperance.
§ 14. The most strennous advocates of Free-trade in everything
who do not stop to enguire whether some Trades, as the Trade in
ium to China, or in Slaves to Cuba, ought to be a trade), are
compelled to confess a peculiarity in the Liguor Traffic which
demands and justifies a peculiar treatment. Mr HarvEy, commis-
sioner of the City of London Police, in his evidence before the
Select Committee, says (No, 9478), ‘I see no reason why the busi-
‘ness of a Publican should be interdicted any more than any other
‘business ’—but he immediately adds—‘“subject to such regula-
tions as public order and social propriety require.” But do other

Sheriff and Mayor of Newcastle; on which oceasion Mr C. LARKIN :
gelected as orator. While he denounced the Seotoh as * Priest-ridden iiﬁiﬁfﬁa \:hu:
Tﬂ&tmg.lgrs as liars, fools, and fanatice, such phrases as  Damn Wilson Patten,—' Go
to hell/— Damn the Pope,—etc., were liberally showered in by the audience.’ Even
‘.Lha orator was disgusted, and when requested to toast the * Lady Mayoress * gaid —
I will propose no woman in such a society of Ruffians.” Anoiher trait is supplied hy
the Sun, of July 17th, 1856, inreporting the anniversary dinner of the London Licensed
Wictuallers, at Cremorne Gardens :—"“ Joan WaLkER, Esq., took the chair, and did his
best to carry on the proceedings of the evening with Jue effect, but owing to the hilarity
of the company at o very eas Iy period of the evening, the speeches were delivered in
hﬂgﬁmbie dumb show.” Another measure of the morale of the Traffic—of its relations
to the great right of Public discussion especially—may be found in the frequent
organized attempts to answer OUr arguments by clamor, cat-calls, brays, riot, and fire-
Wworks, as at Exeter, Bristol, Birmingham, Dudley, and Ox ford, wheve the Leaders weére
publicans, and their supporters the hangers.on of the Public-Honses. (2 31, Note, ¢163.)
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businesses require magisterial regulations? The Chairman asks
(No. 9442), “If there was not the right to obtain a licence, people
would be careful o insert in their leases of houses in particular

+

districts, that no person occupying them should establish a public-
house ¥’ The witness responds, “ Yes.” At No. 9447, the Chair-
man says: ‘You allude to the advisability of closing public-houses
“at an earlier hour ; have you any reasons for knowing what would
‘be the opinions of the publicans? He adds—‘Now they have
‘trouble with their customers after a certain hour of the night, and
‘would be glad of an excuse, or pretext of law, to close their
‘houses? Mr HARVEY answers—“I think so.” But what other
business makes the buyers of its wares so troublesome ! What other
traders, after profiting by their customers, turn them into the
street helpless or uproarious, for other people to be troubled with ?
To another question, he answers (No. 9405), “‘I do not know that
“I am prepared to suggest that Coffee-louses should be compelled
““to close at any given hour.” He then states that the Coffee-
houses of London are much better conducted than the Public-
houses, and that only two out of 196 hold out inducements to
females of easy virfue to act as decoy-ducks, by allowing them to
sit awhile : but that out of 626 public-houses, 51 (or 8 per cent) are
badly conducted. ¢Then” infers the Chairman, ‘‘the proportion
of good conduct on the part of the Cofifee-houses would imply that
there was less necessity for their being put under any restriction.” The
Dublin Police Statistical T'ables for 1853, show that in that city, for
seven years ending then, there were nine Taverns reported, of which
there were four convictions for police violations; Public-houses,
295, of which there were 163 convictions. There were in the city
1,033 retailers of spirits, including 82 Taverns. = Of these, 873 are
described as regular, 60 as irregular. There were 94 I'emperance
Coffee-houses, of which 93 are described as regular. These facts,
then, point to a great difference between the Traffic in food and
that in intoxicants : and we are particularly surprised at a Com-
missioner of Police saying of the London Chop-houses—*1t certainly
¢does appear to me strange that these persons should not be
¢ guthorized to sell spirits and wine, as well as chops and cutlets P*
It is Horace, if we remember rightly, that has said, ¢ Thrust
Nature out of the door with a fork, and she will fly in at the win-
dow”+—and the same may be said of Common sense. So Mr
Daxier Wartrie Harvey (No. 9464) says : ‘I think it is desirable,
¢as a matter of regulation, that the Crystal Palace should not be
¢stifled with public houses,” Truly ‘a Daniel come to judgment,’
for who ever thought of applying such an epithet to proper trades

e L T g T, T
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* n a plain question is put shortly after, he can see a great difference. (No.
niu&ThEI dnpnot kqnl:uw that lpum prepaﬁml to tsuggani’t, tiat ﬂ'q.!ﬁ""cgﬁuusu ﬁlhnuld ll;a
ompelled to close st any given hour.” He assignsas a reason—" Uecanse those who
ﬂpuﬁ' Coffee houses conduct themselveswell." (No.9367.) *IfPublicans were enjoined
to shut up their houses at 12 o'clock on every night, it would greatly aid the preservation
ef peace and order.”
+ Naturam expelias furcd, tamen usgus recurret.
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and industrial employments? We thankehim for the word, as
Gratiano thanked the Jew. He further says: ‘I would not give
¢to the labouring community an excuse to go to the Crystal Palace,
¢ because Public-houses are at hand. I would not give them the
¢ temptation of the alternative. If 1 were the Landlord of the neigh-
¢boring soil, I should feel disinclined to have my property so dealt
¢with’ as to become a tavern site. Now, change Public-house
into Chop-house, Bakery, or Confectioner’s shop, and see how
meaningless the declaration becomes! There is obviously even in
the soul of a Commissioner of Police, and a theoretical advocate of
laissez-faire, a latent feeling of the peculiarity and danger of the
Liquor Traflie, or rather a consciousness that will not hide, that the
Traffic s¢ifles morals and intellect, and stirs up disorder and depravity.
If the Traffic would not be tolerated on our own private estate
because of its contaminating influence, why should it be licensed on
the National Estate, to send forth its poisonous and stifling exhala-
tions amongst the habitations of our uneducated artizans? If it
would ‘ stifle’ the ends and aims of the great Temple of Aflsthetic
Art and Indusfry, how much more terrible must be its agency
amidst the abodes of toil, in the dark and dirty streets of cities, and
in the crowded cottages of the poor, from which are banished so many
of those pure, elevating, and preserving influences which should
form the glory and ornament of a eivilized community ?

§ 15. Facts clearly evince a wide difference between Eating-houses,
and Drinking-houses (falsely called Fietualling-houses). Take from
almost any day’s paper some of those deplorable and nationally-
disgraceful examples of *wife-beating,” which have become so
common and notorious that an Act of Parliament has been specially
framed to meet the case,—an act which fails for the obvious reason
that it tampers with effects instead of boldly grasping causes. No
man ever sits down to drink with the design of getting his mind so
perverted that he will go home and beat his wife, or abuse his chil-
dren, He sits down with the resolve not again to do that; but he
drinks—and does it. The 7imes before us supplies this case
coming before Mr BroveuTON :— ¢

“H. C., charged with assaulting his wife, a very respectably
dressed woman, carrying on business as a dressmaker, in Manches-
ter Square. She seemed much distressed while giving her evidence.
Magistrate : What did he do last night to cause you to have him
brought here "—Complainant (reluctantly) : He was very tipsy, sir,
and aimed a blow at my head. FHe behaves very well when he is
sober,—Magistrate : Do you consider that from his conduct you
stand in danger of your life /—Complainant : I certainly do, your
worship ; but I should be sorry to hurt him if he would behave
better.—Police-constable 60 D "stated that upon being ealled into
the house, the defendant told him that if he did not quit the place
directly, he would blow his brains out with a pistol,—To find bail.”

Here we have a case in which a perfect madman is made by the
Traffic, who endangers the lives of two citizens, and might, in such
@ state, commit other atrocities—yet the Trafficker is held guiltless !
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A provincial paper, the Sunderland News. fi -ch
PI%G?RH’EW% Exi}mplea of .s?asaults on women.’ P pnh iy AR

: .5 for assaulting Mrs. F. W.—Fined 4
Durham Gaol [at the public cost] for two months, ”U& drabs -

“J. B, for seriously assaulting Mrs. M. H. on the head with a
Ezker. —Complainant : He was drunk at the time, or he would not

ve done it, He's a good man when the drink’s not in him.”

Is there not a vast difference evinced in such instances between
Eating-houses and Drink-shops ? Dip Mr WaIrtie HARVEY ever
hear any of the women in the Police Court say, in palliation of the
conduct of their assailants, ‘“ He behaves very well when he has not
been to the Cook’s-shop or the Coffee-house” !

§ 16. The mischievous tendency of the Traffic, whether free or
regulated, and whether in wine, ale, cider, or spirit drinking coun-
tries, is incontestibly proved both by ancient and modern History.

At Athens, in the palmiest days of ancient Greece, Taverns were
deemed such disreputable places, that not even a servant, with

retence to morality, dare be seen eating or drinking in them.*

Ato, in his model laws, puts the following lansuage into the
mouth of a Lacedsemonian :—* That whereby men chiefly fall into
the greatest luxuries, insolence, and all sorts of moral madness, our
laws have effectually rooted out of our country. You shall, neither
in villages nor towns belonging to the Spartan State, see any such
things as Drinking Clubs, or their usual consequences.”t A Tavern
is simply a house for the encouragement and accommodation of such
a ‘Club.” From the dete Liurna, under date of the 4th of the
Kalends of April, 167 B.c., Dr 8. Jouxsow gives this entry :— A
fray happened in a Tavern at the lower end of the Butcher's street,
in which the Keeper of the Hog-in-Armour tavern was dangerously
wounded.” The Law-Book of the Anti-Nicene Chureh has the fol-
lowing as its 54th canon : *‘ If any one of the Clergy be taken
eating in a Tavern, let him be suspended, except when he is forced
to bait at an Inn upon the road.”f ‘‘The Tavern,” as an old
writer quaintly declares, ‘‘is a fountainof sin, and a School of the
Devil, where he worketh his miracles after his own manner...The
lessons which are learned in this school, are drunkenness, swearing,
lying, perjury, blasphemy, to deny God, and commit many other
sins. This is the place where, for the most part, are raised all

uarrels, slanders, contentions, and murders ; and those who keep

e Taverns, and suffer this, are partakers of all the sins and evils
there committed. ”||—(See § 38—§ 46.) _

The same truth is proved by an examination of such Continental
countries as have left the Traffic either free or with few restrictions :
and it still holds good (even where social arrangements preclude
pauperism), that madness and erime abundantly spring out of it.

§ 17. Lorp Acrox (now Cardinal), when supreme judge of Rome,

T
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* Igocratos, dreopag. p. 354, + Plato, de Legibus. DBook L
t Bunsen's Hippoiytus. | History ofthe T aldenses. 1658,
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assured Mr E. O. Denavaw,® while on a visit to the  Eternal City,’
that nearly all the crime in Rome originated in the use of wine.
He directed me to that part of Rome which would well compare

says Mr DELAVAN, with the Five Points in New York : “1I v_lﬂl’sqé
that district, and there I saw men, women, and children, sitting in
rows, swilling away at wine, making up in quantity what was wanting
in strength ; and such was the character of the inmates of those I:!.Bna,
that my guide urged my immediate departure as I valued my life,

¢ And to-morrow,” said Lomp Acrow, ““I shall be obliged to
condemn to death a man who went direct' from one of these dens
to his home, where, under the influence of wine, he butchered his
mother and his wife. And this man, when not under this malign
influence, was a most kind-hearted son, husband, and father.”

Horatio GrEENOUGH, the American sculptor, in a letter from
Florence, so long ago as 1839, addressed to Mr DELAVAN, says :—

“ Many of the more thinking and prudent Italians abstain from
the use of wine ; several of the most eminent of the medical men are
notoriously opposed to its use, and declare it a poison. When I
assure you that one-fifth, and sometimes one-fourth, of the earnings of
the laborers are expended in wine, you may form some idea as to its
probable influence on their thrift and health.”

Several Italian physicians and authors refer to Intemperance as
but foo common. GracoMINr complains, in strong terms, of its
rapidly increasing evils.T SPERANzA states his own experience of
the large proportion of diseases of the digestive organs that are owing
to the use of Spirits, and quotes PErrong, of Naples, as to the
Srequent and fatal maladies that follow drunkenness among the
lower classes.||

§ 18. Joserr JouN GurxEY has the following memorandum as
to the condition of things in free Switzerland :—

““Berne, Tth mo., 30th, 1843. I have visited the Prison, and
was kindly favored with an opportunity of addressing about 480
prisoners. 480 criminals for a Canton containing 400,000 inhabi-
tants (1 in 800) is too large a proportion, and ail this in spite of
schools, pastors, and catechetical, formal knowlege of religion, which
# general even among the mountaineers. The secret which explains
the phenomenon, is the prevalence of drunkenness. So much for
even the * light wines’ of the continent ? 2§

A fact stated by M. QuereLEr is enough of itself to dissipate the
notion of the Light-wine Legislators of our Parliament, who seem
to have forgotten that when those wines were used in England, in

e -

* Albany Prohibitionist, Dee. 1854,

+ See Hilliard's Six Months in Italy, to the same effect. Ev i
; ) 3 : en whil i
E.Iptamber, 1855, the Daily News records the serious danger in.a:|.:.;-:.'-eq1;l.lIr ];Iu EE E;g
through the mad driving of two viciously excited coachmen, Y

lagg'i?nuatu Filosufleo-spervmentale del Soccorsi Terapeutici : Opere iv, p. 399, Fadua,

I Storiee Riflessione : Raccolta di Opers Mediche Moderne Ttaliene ; t. v. p. 24,
¥ Life. Vol i, p. 172,
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the 14th and 15th centuries, at a price so lo 254, they
occasioned the most liisgmc:*:ful infemperanc: - S
¢Of 1129 murders committed in France during the space of four

¢ years, 446 have been in consequence of quarrels and contentions
¢ in Taverns P *

_ The truth is, that where Taverns are permitted, the vice of drink-
ing terds to increase, and the lighter beverages of wine and cider in
due time create an appetite for the stronger, suchas beer and brandy.
There is nothing in the social condition of our neighbors which
can at all recommend their wine drinking, or show its superiority
to our own cider counties, where, from the facilities presented by
the Farmers (who retail cider as part of the laborer’s wages), as
well as by the cider-shops, the peasants are as effectually besotted,
pauperized, and criminalized, as in beer and brandy districts.

The French annually consume 800,000,000 of gallons of wine,
cider, and brandy, or above thirty gallons to each person, children
and adults included. 'his, at the lowest computation, will be
equal to four gallons of aleohol, circulating each year in the blood
of every adult, disturbing the brain, and perverting the passions of
the soul.t

Now let us look at co-existing facts. DBetween the years 1826
and 1843, the increase of population was at the rate of seven per
cent, bus the increase of crime was as follows :(—

Murder and Wounding 37 per cent Infanticide ... ......... 34 per cent
15

Manslaughter ......... 5y FraudulentBankrupts39
Rape on adults......... 27 ,, |[Forgeries ............ 47
Rape on clildren ...... ) A i e e e we sea S TELRE
Parricide ciecessassesss A b Y T A A e L 8

This refers only to those crimes which have been proved upon
individuals.

The statistics of France in suicides show an alarming increase in
this kind of amusement. From 1820 to 1830 (ten years), the num-
ber of suicides was 1,765 ; from 1841 to 1843 (three years), 2,673 ;
in 1844 (one year), 2,900!

M. Le Crerc remarks of the ¢ Sound’ French Wines :—

“ The women and children taste none of it ; the laborers leave
their work, and derangetheir means, to drink trregularly, without the
barriers of the towns, the wine which would be taxed the moment
it enters within the walls, and, at a distance from their homes,
transform into drunken debauch the time which should have been
spent in profitable labor.”

The Salut Public of Lyons (September, 1855) announces that a
Temperance Society, on the plan of those existing in England, is in

L T R L e e

* Sur lhomme ef 1+ développment de ses facultés. 1.ii. . 3.
4 & The aleohol drunk in France is equalio about twice the quantity per head which
;g msed in Great Britain."—Dr BeLL, on Regimen and Longevity.—1850.

4+ The erimes which incresased the most are precisely those which we know to be
mast likely to flow from perverted foeling and hardened moral sensibility.
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f organization. The Society proposes to build, on the Plain
Euﬂmﬁﬁf; ]-;?ilﬂé] of lazaretto, especially intended for the conversion of
Irunkards, and the corvection of children already addicted to that
vice. Wine and spirits to be completely interdicted, but the
inmates to be fed with meat, rice, and vegetables. ¢

There is not so myeh riotous or dead drunkenness on the Conti-
nent as here, but there is more universal drinking, and qmtai as
much of that drinking most to be feared—that perpetual steeping
of the system in excitement which inevitably ends in crime, by
‘priming > the man for any deed. There is, however, far more even
of palpable intoxication than superficial flying travellers suspect.®
MrJ. FExmmore CoorER, the distinguished American author, says:—

¢ T game to Europe under the impression that there was more
drunkenness among us than in any other country, England, perhaps,
excepted. A residence of sim months in Paris changed my views
entirely : 1 have taken unbelievers with me into the streets, and
have never failed to convince them of their mistake in the course of
an hour...On one occasion a party of four went out with this object :
we passed thirteen drunken men within a walk of an hour—many of
them were so far gone as to be totally unable to walk.t I once saw
three men wallowing in the gutter before my window, a degree of
beastly degradation I never witnessed in any other country...In
passing between Paris and London, I have been more struck by
drunkenness in the streets of the former than in those of the latter.”

The distingnished statesman, Count DE MoNTALEMBERT, said, in
his place in the National Assembly of 1850, in reference to the
360,000 Cabarets (yielding a revenue of £2,500,000) :—*° Where
- there is a Wine Shop, there are the elements of disease, and the

frightful source of that is at enmity with the interests of the
workmen.”

The Rev. G. M. Muscrave, M. A, says of Normandy :—

““ I was shocked to hear of so many young children being insane.
The majority of cases among the adult aliénés arose out of general
intemperance, debauchery, and an abandoned course of living. The
Jree use of Brandy tended, in a fearful degree, to weaken the intellec-
tual faculties, and took fatal effect frequently before the age of 25.”f

Even the English amusement of wife-beating may be paralleled
by the results of wine drinking in France. The following is trans-
lated from the Paris Dansant, ou les Filles & Hévodiade (Paris, 1845) :—
. ““She knows too well what marriage is among the poor to desire
1t. She knows how the husband takes advantage of his wife’s labor,

L S e

* To what the Tavern system has led, tho reader may see by perusing 4 Sunday in
Paris, by Mr Dovaras, W. 8., of Cupar Fife, published in nnaruf the * Slfiriing Tru%t.a.‘
Or he maf read The Soldier of Fortune, written many years ago by a French Author,
translated and Pub]mhad in Hodgeon's arlor Novelist. Similar testimony is fur-
nished by the Flemish Author, HENDRik CONSCIENCE, in his story entitled The Curse
of the Village, and by ZscHOKXKE in his Das Goldmacher Dorf.

+ During a walk down the Rue Censier, Paris, in Beptember, 1856, abont four inths
oon, We ourselves met five persons drunk, and others clearly affected'with lquor,

# Ramble through Normandy ; p.20% Londen, 18304~ _a
J} . 1 .-‘ > L )
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and spends at the barriers what farthings she painfully qathers

point of her needle.  She knows how thge mother 5:':.' tﬁf&gfamil]r faaig:
long days, besieged by naked children, who ask in vain for bread,
She knows how the lord and master re-enters, his pockets empty, drunk
soiled with mud, and, on the first remark or complaint, proceeds t:;
blows. She may have been a patient in the Hotel Dieu, and have
seen that, in the department for injuries to females, almost all the
beds were filled with wives who have been carried thither half-killed
by their husbands. "—p. 82.

The celebrated writer on Prostitution, PAreNt DucmaTELET,
observes that the evil is promoted largely by bad parental example
and usage arising out of drunkenness.

It was SamoLierT, we think, who observed in his Travels about a
eentury ago, that all &uina countries are poor,—palpably because they
present facilities and temptations to drink,—and that the French
peasantry were always more healthy when there was a scarcity of
wine,

Mr E. C. Deravax, while on a foreign tour some years ago, did
look for intemperance, and found it too, with all its attendant
horrors ; and he found its effects also,—crime, poverty, and disease.
The Duke oF OrieEaxns, General-in-Chief of the Armies of France,
told the same gentleman that the ration to each soldier was a bottle
of wine a day—that the use of that bottle only stimulated the appe-
tite for more, their small pay being usually squandered to pur ¢
it ; and that insubordination in the army could be traced to the
wine ; and most of the crime and poverty in the country, especially
in the wine districts, to the same cause.

M. ViiLeErME, in his treatise on the Working Classes, describes
their Cabarets at Lille : ¢ All drank the detestable corn-brandy, or
beer. 1 heard even children utter the vilest obscenities. I have
never seen at once so much pollution, misery, and vice; and
nowhere under an aspect more hideous and revolting.”

The Mayor of Patmpor, in his official Report, says :—¢1 affirm
that the greater part of the paupers of this town owe their misery
to the excess of drinks, particularly brandy ; that almost all the
disorders and crimes which have come before me have been com-
mitted by persons either drunk or given to intoxication.”

The Hon. HoraceE GREELY, in his Editorial Correspondence to
the New York Tribune, June 30th, 1855, says :(—

¢¢ Walking out in the environs of Paris a few days since, to observe
the French methods of agriculture, I was somewhat surprised, know-
ing my American friend and companion to be a moderate drinker of
wine, by his casual remark, that ke regarded the vine as the great
scourge of France. From one who discards and rejects the inspira-
tion of the ©generous juice,” such an observation would not have
seemed remarkable ; but from my intelligent friend, who has spent
some years in Paris, and has conformed in his beverage to the habits
of her people, I certainly did not expectit. :

¢ Ag to the temperance of wine-producing nations, and of this one
in icular, a great deal has been boastingly said, which is not
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nsistent with the facts. It is true that the people of the
ﬁ:r portions of the temperate zone are less addicted to intoxica-
Hion than are those of severer climates ;* that there is less drunken-
ness in Sicily than in Scotland—in Lyons or Rome, than in Moscow
or Edinburgh. It is likewise true that the milder stimulants, like
wine or beer, do not intoxicate or madden so readily as do the fiery
ucts of distillation. But that wine will intoxicate—does intoxi-
cate—that there are confirmed drunkards in Paris, and throughout
France—is also notorious and undeniable. You ean hardly open @
French newspaper that does not contain some account of a robbery
perpetrated upon some person stupefied by over-drinking—a police
case growing out of a quarrel over the wine-cup—or a culprit, when
asked to say why the sentence of the law should not be pronounced
on him, replying, ‘I was drunk when this happened, and know
nothing of the matter.” That journeymen are commonly less fitted for
and less inclined to work on Monday than on other days of the week,
is as notorious here as it ever was in any rum-drinking city. That the
French character, male and female, would stand higher in the
general estimation, if Wine were unknown here, is very plain to all
who look through uncolored glasses ; and that the love of Wine often
ripens here tnto a fierce thivst for more fiery potations, is as certain ag
that cider drinkers ever become rum drinkers in New England. In
two or three thronged Parisian localities flashy grog-shops have
rﬂcenﬂ?' been opened, under the general designation of ‘American
Buffet,” where mint-juleps, sherry-cobblers, and such like delectable
compounds, are dispensed at a franc per tumbler ; and I am assured
that thousands of Frenchmen, no longer satisfied with the milder
stimulants to which they have been accustomed, from childhood, are
here ripening into habits which their wine-drinking friends cannot
regard without alarm. I need hardly add, that the distillation of
brandy is an ancient and important pursuit in France, and that the
beet crop of last year was extensively diverted from sugar-making
to the production of spirits. ™ -

§ 19. The truth we are enforcing was never more fitly expressed
than by one of Britain’s most classical authors, ¢ In all the towns
and countries I have seen,” said Dr Ouiver Gorosmrra, ““I never
saw a city or village yet, whose miseries were not in proportion to the
number of its public-houses.” The more numerous and busy such
houses are, the more destitute and degraded are the people ; but the
more numerous and thriving other trades, as Bakers, Butchers,
Drapers, Shoemakers, Furniture dealers, etc., the more prosperous
and happy will be the community. What can more strikingly evince
the bad peculiarity of the Liquor Traffic ? He adds—*‘In Rotterdam,

* Not owing to climate or race, however. India, Persia, Arabi : noa
drunken. To Arabja, Mohamet applied the Maine-Law. 's BE Iiﬂ'::fghﬁﬁuu rign
book, Antar. So the Danes, onee so much addicted to drinking, are now amongst the
soberest of people. The Celtic Irish were anciently moral and sober; since, they have
been just the reverse. Now again they are becoming a sober nation, The reference

of Drinking to race and climate is mere twaddl :
induetion, g B, fuun#-d npon haﬂ-l_ﬁ' and unpurl.‘!gt
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you may go through eight or ten streets without finding a 1
house; in Antwerp almost every second house seems an ale-h :
In the one city, all wears the appearance of happiness and warm
afftuence ; in the other, the young fellows walk about the streets in
shabby finery ; their fathers sit at the door, darning and knitting
stockings, while their ports are filled with dunghills.” We cut out
the following testimony from the Missionary Hecord of the U. P.
Church of Scotland, for December, 1854 :—

* Berarum,—What is the moral and social condition of the peo-
ple? The answer to the question will depend, to a certain extent,
on the part of the population referred to. Brussers maybe defined
as a little Paris,—very gay, very pleasure loving, and very wicked.

‘“The state of morals in AxTwERP was described to us as in many
respects frightful.

“ Judging of the peasantry from the little we saw of them, our
opinion would be highly favorable. For tidiness, cleanliness, and
an appearance of comfort, they would bear a very advantageous
comparison with any portion of our own people. It is well known
that, as a nation, the Belgians have been for centuries distinguished
by habits of industry and enterprize ; and never, probably, was
more favorable scope afforded for the development of these qualities
than in the present fortunate political situation of the country.
Nor did it ever present more abundant tokens of commercial life and
material prosperity. The extensive coal and iron deposits of the
West andp South have given birth to much manufacturing indush.g,—
to foundries, and other public works. The population in these

uarters is, to a lamentable extent, degraded, brutal, and ignorant.
%1 all parts of the country, but especially here, one cannot fail to
be struck with the number of Esiaminé!s —that is, drinking and
smoking houses. Wine, beer, and spirits arve consumed in great
quandities by the working classes. Tt is said that the consumption of
spirits is rapidly increasing, The Sabbath, and more especially the
Monday, is given up by a vast number of the miners and other
operatives to drinking and revelry.* Beastly intoxication, and the
diseased craving for strong drink, are common. There is ce ;
little to offend the eye in the public streets. But on the best testi-
mony, we were assured that there is a vast amount of intemperance,
much carousing and gluttony, great sottishness, and mis-spending of
time and money. In other respects, also, morals are dismally low.
This is proved by the extraordinary number of illegitimate
births.”

§ 20. If we extend our enquiries into Germany, we shall find
that the general consumption of Light wines, instead of preserving

* The London Examiner, of May 24th, 1856, has the following intrepid generaliza-
tion :—*¢ Precisely in proportion lu{ha anstere observance of the Sabbath is fonnd the
prevalence of inebriety.” The Scotch are referred to as the sole basis of the rﬁmurkh,
and the reason assigned for their Sabbath drinking is—* They havenothing else todo.
But there is the absence of this austerity in Manufacturing Belgium, andin Sweden—
vat not the absence of inebriety | In Paris, too, there is far more dnnlt.in&n:n the gay-
Sabbath than on the gmvar work-day. All this proves sim pg, ihat when the workmen

o

bave nothing else to do, they are more exposed to fall into traps of the Trallic,
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mobrt has converted the Germans into & nation of Brandy
Soinkors Mzrs Bru, the geographer, deseribes the northern
Germans as deprived of beer and spirits, and as ‘robust, frugal, and
intelligent—while the Southern Germans, accustomed to wine, are
given to drunkenness and superstition.—Livre, 148. The following
facts were stated at a Conference held at Bremen, September, 1852,
by Dr WaLp, of Konigsberg :*—

“That the Zollverein consumed 122 millions of dollars’ worth of
alcoholic liquor (£18,000,000). That Berlin had in 1845, as com-

d with 1745, 1,600 more Taverns, and one Church less! Thab
out of 60 children under 6 years of age, in the Orphan Asylum, 40
had been accustomed to sip spirits, of whom 9 were infected with a
depraved desire for them ! That in the vale of Barmen, one of the
most religious districts of Rhenish Prussia, there were above 400
Public-houses for the sale of Brannt-wein (Brandy): and out of a
population of 80,000, not less than 13,000 dram-drinkers. That in
the conscription of 1852, for a district of Western Prussia, out of
174 young men, only 4 were declared admissible by the inspecting
Surgeons, the remaining 170 being physically incapacitated by dram-
drinking ! That from year to year the Prisons and Lunatic Asylums
become more crowded, thousands becoming permanently mad
through delirium tremens ; and that drinking occasioned nine-tenths
of the increasing divorces of the country. That in the North of
Germany the use of spirits has increased ninefold in 356 years, so
that more than one-half of the whole corn and potatoes grown are
converted into this ¢ bewitching poison.” At the conference where
this paper was read, it was unanimously resolved, ‘‘That the con-
gress recommends the central committee of Inner Missions to apply
to the different governments for the improvement of the present
laws that so far restrict the sale of spirituous liquors, and for their
rigorous enforcement in the meanwhile,”

LirercH, in his Grundziige zur Dipsobiostatik, referring to the
mortality in Laibach, computes that one in 120 of the entire popula-
tion perished annually from excess, and that a fourth of all the adults
might have been saved by abstemiousness,

Sir GeoroE LEFEvRE, the author of The Life of a Travelling
Physician, says :—

“ Gellnhausen bears strong marks of antiquity about it. A more
miserable collection of buildings, or a more squalid set of inhabitants,
are not to be seen throughout Germany, than this town presents.
Gaunt misery stares you in the face ; the houses are out of repair ;
mud hovels ; the old in tattered weeds ; the children ha,If-na.ked:
and dirt and filth in abundance, The peach and the mulberry ripen
on the walls, and the grape are most luxuriant ; but these are poor
substitutes for the staff of life. A wine country is generally a poor
country,t as Dr GRANVILLE observes ; but thistruism is more appli-

iy

* See Report published by Hertz, Berlin, 1852,

t LIEBIG says that poverty is the cause of drunkenness, This arises from his

soplng so m verty wh
ﬂﬂﬁ%mcnﬂm_m y where wine and spirits are made and drank, He inverts the



b4 AN ARGUMENT FOR PROHIBITION,

cable to Germany than the south of France, where the grape, in
solid and liguid form, gives zest to the bread consumed with it,”—
iii. p. 264-4.

Russia seems to have adopted a most disastrous policy in refe-
rence to the sale of spirits, making them everywhere plentiful,
under the absurd idea of promoting the power of the nation, by
increasing the revenue from that pernicious source. Sir GEORGE
thus refers to the Féte des Morts, and other bacchanalian festivals :

‘“The peasant's life in this country hardly averages forty. He
has originally but little stamina ; this little is undermined by the
use of spirits, generating dropsy and other diseases, which carry him
off in what should be his prime.* Without advocating Teetotalism,
yet an approach to this principle in Russia would render her the
most powerful country in Iurope. These holidays, therefore, inas-
much as they offer temptations to drunkenness, serve but to perpetuate
the misery of the poorer classes. The savings of weeks are dissipated
in a day ; and not only is all domestic comfort put out of the pale
of possibility, but the very Staff of Life, the bread, black as it is,
often fails.”—iii. p. 28-29.

C. H. Scorr, in his admirable book of travels, The Danes and the
Swedes, just published (1856), says of ScHLESWI1G-HOISTEIN, there is
¢¢ abundance of work, purely agricultural—Schools in every district,
to which parents are compelled to send their children. The Dutchies
are, however, by no means free from the vice of drunkenness, and a
third of the misdemeanors committed are directly traceable to this
cause,”’—pp. 43-4D. :

§ 21. }E we go to the south of Europe, Spain for example, we
shall still find the same law manifesting itself. The Hon. R.
Duxnpas MURRAY, in his Cities and Wilds of Andalusia, published
in 1853, Srd edition, says :—

¢ Sober and temperate himself, the Peasant rarely suffers the
wine cup to touch his lips. [Abstinence, after all, being his guard!]
He sees it to be the source of nearly all the brutal erimes commitied in
his country, THE GREAT PROPORTION OF WHICH SPRING FROM THE
WixE-sHOPS, among whose frequenters the navaja [knife]is con-
stantly produced to settle disputes, and horrible murders in this
way committed. I do nof, however, include [amongst the abste-
mious] the arrieros and caleseros, a class with which the traveller is
most frequently brought into contact. .These men, true to the
habits [temptations?] of their calling, which all oyer the world ap-
pears to be a thirsty one, have no objection to the juice of the grape,
and imbibe it freely : for this many among them substitute a fiery
liguid called aguardiente anis J—p. 313.1

PPN

* He adds:—"* The common people possess great intellectual powers, and but little

# jg yequisite to constitute them & manly, noble race.” MicHELET calls them an
« ynfortunate race, which has been almost morally a.nnﬂlﬂahtad._nnr even physmnélly
# glso, by excessive severity, e use of sprrituous liquors, ete.’ —hkrti‘;é .;eu, 1856, p.2L.
he Economist for April, 1856, in an article on ‘ Crime,' says:—" Offences againat

i.'ng ;Eamn are the species which spring from Drunkenness.” hnm:a'l';nkgn sall 8
of crime spring from it, not cne or two inparticular, It afse says:—"Crimes of viee
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RUSSIA, DENMARE, AND SWEDEN. 5b

§ 22. Pass once more to the North of Europe for an illustration
of the essentially mischievous nature of the Manufacture and Sale
of intoxicating drink, and of its inherent tendency to generate evcess
and crime under the highest restraining influences. Dr EDWARD
CrLARKE, the fraveller, pronounced Sweden to be a temperate country
in his day. ScHUBERT, in his Travels in Sweden, declares that
“the laws against infoxication are enforced with great rigor. It is
forbidden to give, and more explicitly to sell, any spirituous liquors
to students, workmen, servants, apprentices, and private soldiers.”
Unfortunately, however, the Worm of the Still was permitted to
enter Swedish Homes, and drink facilities were multiplied.—(See
§ 67.) Students now, says Mr Scorr,* *‘smoke an unlimited quantity
of bad tobacco—drink together no end of jfinkel” (brandy). What
18 Sweden now? Forsern and Laiwe have told us the facts.+ Sir
ARCHIBALD ArL1sow, the historian, shall paint the picture :—

¢‘The people of Sweden are universally educated; landed property,
especially in the northern provineces, is very much divided among
them; and no country in the world possesses, in proportion to its
population, a greater number of clergy, who instruct the people in
the pure tenets of the Protestant religion. The national character
is admirable, and the manners of the people, except in one unhappy

articular, worthy of general imitation. Brave, kind-hearted, and

ospitable, sincere in their devotion, enlightened, gentle in their
dispositions, the Swedish peasantry exhibit as fine a specimen of
rural civilization as is fo be met with in the whole domains of the
family of Japhet. But one fatal indulgence} has well-nigh obliterated
all these advantages, and let in upon this simple, kind-hearted
people, the whole catalogue of human sins. Drinking is universal—
the liberty of distilling in every separate house, on paying a trifling
duty to government for the vight to use a still, has, from time imme-
morial, been established among the whole peasantry of the couniry:
and, at this moment, there are no less than one hundred and fifty
thousand of these manufactories of ¢liquid hell-fire’—as they have
been well denominated — which distil annually thirty millions of
gallons of spirits, for the consumption of thiee millions of people. The
consequences of this calamitous facility in producing and obtaining
spirtbuous liguors have been to the last degree disastrous. Notwith-
standing the small number of manufactures which are established in
the country, the general simplicity of rural life, the absence of great
towns, and the moderate size of its capital, which contains only
eighty thousand inhabitants, the average amount of crime over all

B A

lence are much more numerous among the sober and grave Spani
paniards, and the sober
and gay French, than nmong the less sober English,” E'l'he citations above will nﬂow
ﬂrﬁ :1]?52- these t:rsea?]n:hta stray from the path of fact and truth. It admits however,
» BInce 0, the consumption of lignor in England h :
cent, crimes against th’n person huwl:]eumaaeif 24, S TEN dooteasec 20 ek
* The Danes and the Swedes : p. 398, London, 1856,

+ Bee the Sequel to this Argument, in answer to Ohbjections and Criticisma.

$ The indulgence springs from the tempy ili :
ot el S Rl dp ation—the facility of Manufacture : one
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Sweden equals that of the most depraved oities of Grreat Britain, The
illegitimate births are to the legitimate, over the whole country, as
one to thirteen; while in the capital they have reached the astonishs
number of one to two and three-tenths, exceeding the proportion
of even Paris itself.* So fearfully does this destructive passion
for ardent spirits inflame the blood, and generate crime, even in the
coldest latitude; so perfectly adequate is it to counteract all the ¢fforts
of reason, prudence, morality, and religion ; and so deplorably falla-
cious is the system which, proceeding on the mistaken assumption
that the people will of themselves abstain from such enjoyments as
are pernicious, allows them to manufacture — without limit or
restraint—this most seducing and dreadful of all physical and moral
-poisons.”’t

The history of the United States teaches the same important
lesson. Freedom and education did not prevent a prodigious
amount of intemperance.

§ 23. The facts we have here adduced demonstrate, not simply
the peculiarity of the Traffic in intoxicating liquors, and the uni-
formity of its consequences, which place it out of the category of
Free-trades, because vicious; but also another impowtant propo-
sition, viz. \—that (‘ceeteris paribus) the facilitics for the sale, manu-
facture, or purchase of strong drink, measure, because they are amongst
the factors which generate, the Intemperance of a People. And this is
precisely why no Legislation that licenses the Traffic can possibly
get rid of its evil fruits—can sATISFACTORILY regulate it. e may
limit its effects, as we mighi chain a bear; but so_far as either
Business or Beast had range, it would do mischief. At present, it
is certain that half our pauperism and three-fourths of our crime,
and a vast proportion of our taxation, disease, and other sufferings,
are traceable to the Trafficc. With a Sunday free from its curse, so
far as an imperfect measure could free us, which leaves the motive
and machinery of evasion intact, the 75 per cent of crime might be
reduced to 60; or the sum of crime (not the proportion) might even
become lessened 25 per cent. But would that convert the remaining
sum of evil into anything satisfactory? We should still object to the
diminished sum of erime, that three-fourths of it sprang from the
Traffic as before; and insist upon the duty of the State to prevent
all preventible crime. To license, or tolerate the Liquor-traffic,
therefore, is equivalent to sowing the seeds of social disorder;
whence, by inflexible law, the harvest must come, to be reaped in
sorrow and bitterness. /

§ 24. Our proposition may be established by other evidence. One
of the worst consequences of Smuggling Spirits is the private facilities
for their purchase, aided by the temptation of their cheapness.
This brings a vast increase of crime along with it. ID’ANGEVILLE
remarks of France, that the districts of the coast and frontiers,
where Smuggling most prevails, are marked by e dark band of

—

i

* In Middlesex, it is one to thirty.eight. Over all England, one to twenty.
+ History of Eurape. Chapter 70.




FACILITIES OF SALE AND USE PROMOTE DRINEING. bY

i n Seotland, experience has shown that the vigorous sup-
;?;T;ﬂn zf Bmugglin’g H?;Etended materially to improve the sobriety
and morality of the towns on the Hast Coast (see fieport cited in

32—3§ 37). So taxes have a prohibitory force, while cheapness of

ink promotes drunkenness. When the duty of spirits was reduced
in 1825, the consumption immediately doubled. The Times admits
that a tax is ““a very legitimate sort of check on our drinking propen-
sities.” (December 28th, 1853.) The licensing of Grqt:em and
Confectioners to sell spirits, as in Scotland and Ireland, gives more
drink facilities to females. Its operation is seen in the fact that the

ortion of drunken and criminal women is much greater in those
countries than in England. * So in crime; for 1 female out of 15665
committed in England, there is 1 out of 1343 committed in educated
and religious Scotland. We have referred to the fact that there is
more intemperance in the Army than in the Nq.vy. W F{,y? Because
on land, the soldier is more exposed to temptation to drink, through
the facilitics of obtaining it. '

The cheapening of Liquor has the same effect as the increase of
means, by making it more accessible ; and the supply then creates
the increased demand—reversing an ordinary law of trade. The
annual consumption of Spirits in England and Wales, for the years
1823, 1824, 1825, was 4% millions of gallons. In the latter year the
duty was lowered from 12s. 7d. to 7s. the imperial gallon : and what
followed ? During the next 3 years, 84 millions were consumed
annually (in 1828, indeed, above 9 millions), and crime rose one-
fourth. (g 36).

An afflicting example, is found in the conduct of the English
Fenecible and Militia regiments that were sent into Ireland in the
period of the insurrection of 1798, Being, in consequence of the
disturbed state of that counfry, freed very much from the usual
strictness of military discipline, the tendency of facilities for getting
drink was permitted to develop itself with little hindrance. Spirits
were everywhere found in abundance, both the produce of legal and
illicit distillation, and they were of course very cheap. Habits of
intoxication rapidly formed, and spread so widely amongst the army
that hundreds of men died of what the Surgeons aptly but truly
designated the ¢ Whisky Fever.’ :

The anthor of an Tnquiry into this subject so far back as 25 years
ago, * states that it is a common complaint on the part of the Masters
of English coasting vessels, that their Sailors, though temperate
and well-behaved in their own harbors, become drunken and riotous
when at an Irish port, under the temptations of the Whisky Shop.

It is the same with our Sailors in the Chinese ports, where horrid
grog shops are set up for entrapping them, and the issue contributes
to produce, in the minds of the Chinese, a disgust and re-action
against the very name of Christian. It was but the other day that
a young man, a relative, tﬂft returned from his first voyage to China,
narrated to us some of disgraceful scenes of debauchery he had

s SFL

* Dublin ; Milliken and Son, 1830, p. B,
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witnessed, and one outbreak in which he had articipated.

teen of the Sailors, after getting excited at the mﬁﬂ shapu,SE;:g{‘:
into one of the Pagodas, and destroyed its gilded ‘gods.” They
were all arrested of course, and sent to the Tread-mill, and finall
liberated only on paying handsomely the ‘smart money,” with whi
fresh idols would be purchased in the place of those demolished by
these strange Missionaries, in their aleoholic and iconoclastic zeal.

Follow our countrymen to the Colonies, and we find the same
truth. On Colonel Corrins’s description of Boraxy Bay. in 1796
BENTHANM makes the following commentary :— : ;
_ “The most prominent cause of this abandoned state of profligacy
ﬁ; the qigversa] am?} {ro}l?nif;rate passion for spirituous liquors ; it is

¢ exctiing cause which leads to every species of vice—gaming, disso-
luteness, depredation, and murder, Sewan{a, soldiers, la Jourers
women, the youth of hoth sexes, prisoners, and their gaolers, are all
alike corrupted by it : it was carried to such a pitch that numbers of
the settlers were in the practice of selling the whole of their crops,
i_s numa}ia they were gathered, in order to purchase their favorite

quor.

That things have not much improved since 1796, will be evinced
by an extract from Wilkes’s United States Exploring L xpedition,
1839-40, referring to Sydney :—

¢“ The vice of drunkenness stalks abroad at noon-day. It is not
rare at any time, but on holidays its prevalence surpasses anything
I bave ever witnessed. Even persons of the fair sex were to be
seen staggering along the most public streets, brawling in the
houses, or borne off in charge of the polige. The facilities for the
indulgence of this vice are to be seen everywhere, in the form of low
Taverns and Grog-shops, which attract attention by their gandy
signs.”’—i. p. 211,

In 1838, the consumption of spirits was five gallons annually, for
every inhabitant of the Colony—old and young !

§ 256. Mr D QuincEy, in treating of the Philosophy of the Tem-
perance movement, wisely observes that ¢ preparations of intoxi-

e e

® Principles of Penal Law. Werks, Vol. i. p. 405. Speaking of his PANoPTiCON
PENITENTIARY, under the head of * Temperance', he has the following:—

“Wa have n.l’reudy had oceasion to show that nenrly all the erimes commitied at
Botany Bay, either originate, or are inereased, by the use of spirituous liquors, and
that it is impossible [owing to the smuggling facilities and extent of coast] Lo prevent
their nse. Here the evilis arrested in its sonree: it will not be possible to smuoggle
in a drop of this poison ; transgressions will, therefore, be imposeible. There is
much humanity in a strict rule, which prevents not only faults and chastisements, but
temptations also." He afterwards speaks of the prisoners as * deprived of all intoxi-
cating lignors, those stimulanis fo dangerous enterprizes. The success of these
establishments has permanent causes in the sobriety and industry established. The
role which has ensured sobriety, has becn the entire exclnsion of strong 1i uors,—
even small-beer. It has been found more easy o ensure abstinence than mo H‘ﬂ_ilﬂﬂ-
Experience has proved that the stimulus of strong liguors has only & transitory
effoct: and that an abundant and simple nourishment, with water for the only drink,
fits men for the performanceof continued labors. Many of those who entered the
prison of New York with constitutions enfeebled, have raga.ined, in a short time,
under this régime, their health and vifor. The Duke de Liancourt, and Captain
Turnbull, have entered into more details. We learn that the charge fnrﬂmmhn 0B,
which amounted sunually to more than £1,200, has been reduced to $160,
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snor Hiquor, even when harmless in their earlier stages, are fitted
E:tﬁ-,gsgjg iﬂ‘;; stones for making transition to higher stages that are
not harmless.” It has been shown (§ 18) how true this is of the
ioht Wines of France, and of the Cider of our Western Counties ;
and it will be easily comprehended, therefore, how the Beer Act
came to increase our national vice. By multiplying facilities it
enlarged temptation, and multiplied customers, and then, by neyi-
table law, the use of the weaker excitant tended to fuﬁey C!?l‘ﬂjjpﬂtﬁﬂ
for the stronger. That act was passed with acclamation in 1830;
‘and without destroying one single Public-house, high or ‘low,’ it In
a few years added some 50,000 still more baneful houses to _tha list
of temptations already so fatal to the independence and virtue of
our people! In 1834, the Sheffield Iris records the speech of a
magistrate in that town, which states that from the 1st October,
1830, there had been 300 new Beer shops opened, and ’uha't no less
than 110 had applied for Spirit licences. *‘ Such was the increased
desire for Spirits, formed by the facilities of obtaining Beer.” The
government, in fact, were increasing the temptations to drink in a
new class, as well as extending the temptations to all; and hence
the Beer Trade became the Jackall to the Spirit Traffic, and both
the wholesale feeders of the poor-house and the prison.

We seize a passing event for another illustration—to us the sad-
dest of all ! From the Hospitals of Scutari the report travelled that
FrorexceE NIGHTINGALE was il—worn out by her womanly devotion
to the suffering and the sick. The cause of her illness does not
seem to have been caught at by the press ;—perhaps it did not wish
to discuss the question involved, its interests lying on the other
side. Let us say, then, that it was really a sickness of heart. It
‘was not the breath of the pestilence, nor continued toil and watch-*
ing, nor the fierce blaze of an oriental sun, before which she
succumbed :—

¢ All this could I have borne with deep joy,” she writes; **but to
see the stretcher brought to the gates every hour, laden with men
foaming in the mouth, and black in the face, not with the gore of
battle, but with the horrible defacement of a foe more dreadful or
deadly than the Russian or the plague—oh, it is terrible !

This foe was intemperance. By the criminal neglect of our
rulers, adding another to the fearful catalogue of disasters in the
Crimea, men were permitted (as at the Ballarat diggings) to set up
grog-shops, and to hawk about a poison that has been more deadly
than disease, the horrors of which it comes to aggravate. Behold
the effects of the T'raffic once more! Toilsome as her work had
been, it was a ‘labour of love,” cheered by Hope! But the Traffic
has tracked its prey, and Despair falls upon the Guardian Genius of
the place. Many of the nurses, inspired with her example, proudly
shared the honors of her task. Now, they are profligate and aban-
doned fipplers ! Heroines are transformed into sots, and this
glorious woman is compelled to resign her charge! Think of the
victims in those crowded Hospitals, The fire within, and the heat
without ! Watch this noble being moving through lines of the cor-
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rupting, blackening, or raving vietims of the Trafic. Can we
wonder that, at last, her frail frame and brave heart gave way ?
She adds another appeal to those of the sons and daughters of
Humanity who have testified before, invoking that country whose
official incapacity her heroism has partly redeemed in the eyes of
the world, to sweep away those Vultures of Venality who live and
fatten upon the moral and physical wreck of our countrymen. In
her Divine charity she says, * They know not what they do.” Yet
the wretched results are there; so that it is equally true that they
will not know, and the ignoring of a second duty cannot bar respon-
sibility. Banish this deadliest foe of all from your ranks | exclaims
this noble lady. Can this appeal fall flat and cold upon the heart;
of England

% 26. It seems somewhat curious that the ¢ Alliance’ should be
called to exhibit lengthened and formal proof of its principles, when
the Publicans themselves admit the fundamental position, that the
Trafiic is essentially ‘a Flood-gate of Crime.” We differ chiefly in
the inference deducible, and in the practical application. The insight
of the Publicans into this question cannot be denied—as indeed who
are better entitled than they, in their serious mood, to tell of the
workings of their own Trade ? Let us see what they predicate.

In August, 1846, there was a gathering of Birmingham Publicans.
The scene was an open Pavilion. ‘ About three hundred sat down,”
says the report, ‘“to lusty joints and rosy wine.” Assembled to
promote the interests of free drinking, they doubtless drank freely,
but the reporter has not told us how many bottles were drained,
nor preserved even the fragments of anjrﬂ]}l‘yaga.n Glee in praise of
Bacchus and the Wine Butt. Yet was this to be the occasion of a
¢ professional ’ manifesto ! The Chairman of this singular assembly
was a Mr Seryeant ALLEN. He was * proud of his connection ; if
they are satisfied to go on with him, he is satisfied to go on with them.
Ten short years ago,” he intimates, they were as Sheep without a
Shepherd, ready to be penned and impounded by some of their
townsmen, who had made the singular proposal to promote ¢‘ the
general health and moral benefit” of the people, by restricting the
causes which destroy them! In this abject condition, dﬂuuﬁn‘%
their own respectability, and at a time when °‘the easiest way o
becoming popular was to attack the rights and principles of the
Licensed Victuallers,” Mr Serseant AniEN found them, patted
their chins, and bade them look up! ‘A few met together in a

s

* As regards its Soldiers abroad, No—as regards its Citizens at Home, Fer ! Howa
Maine-Law prineiple encceeds, even amongst a low class, may be seen from the expe-
riment made afew months later, The Times' Correspondent says (February, 1856) :—
“The measures taken by General STorEs to abate drunkenness answer uﬂcnmmoﬂ
well. The prohibition of the sale of spirits is carried out with the utmost severity,
numberless bottles have been confiscated. Of course, thers are continual at
to elude this vigilance, but the police regulations are so well organized that these con-
trivances are al ghort-lived. e consequence of these measures s, that there is
@ case of drunkenness, and that Scutari is thus transformed into the first place, perhaps
achere British troops are models of sobriety. This satiafac state of things is like-
wise favorably re-acting on the demand for money orders, they increase every day

rapidly
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i ‘
small room, and these not of the highest order of the trade, but
who claimed independence in the exercise of their business.” But
the day of small-beer had passed away, and the learned eant
¢ was gladdened to behold a numerous and respectable body of men
agsembled round the festive board.” After this flattering retgn—
spect, he comes out for his clients like a giant refreshed with gin.
¢ They claimed Protection at the hands of the law, to which they
were entitled as well as the members of any other trade.” Of
course ! Hath not a publican eyes ? Hath he not hands? And if
the one be assanlted, or the other bound, hath not the Publican the
same remedy at law as the public? What, then, do they want ¥
The plain English of it is this—(for they do not plead for Free-trade
in Fuddling)—they want the Law, first, to grant them a MoxoroLy
of their Traffic ;—second, to impose no more restrictions upon them
than upon the baker or the draper ;—third, to confer the peculiar
privilege of Sunday-trading ;—fourth, to free them from all special
responsibility or cost in reference to the issues of their business !
'This is the ‘independence,” and these °the rights,” which their
modesty claims ! By-and-bye, however, the learned Serjeant shows

‘why the Drink Trade ought not to be treated as other trades ; and
-indeed, what means his demand for peculiar privileges, if the pecu-
liarity of the trade does not furnish peculiar reasons? ¢ He was
satisfied of the indisputable justice of their cause” popularly dis-
puted. ¢ Legislators were (even then) rife in Birmingham, who
saw nothing could be done for the general health and moral benefit
«of the masses, but propounding a Bill of pains and penalties against
the Licensed Victuallers.” Here, then, the recalcitrant Publicans
distinctly refuse to be amenable to the State for the consequences

their Traffic, or for the mode of conducting their houses—another
reason, why, instead of merely scotching the snake, we should erush
out its existence altogether. A traffic that repudiates Law thereby
proclaims itself unlawful. Further, the obnoxious Bill was on the
point of being carried in the Town Council ; but just then Birming-
ham was blessed with a brewing Mayor, who, through his own
patriotic casting vote, forming the majority of one, threw out the
popular ‘Coercion Bill.” Many, says the learned Serjeant, were
enlisted in this crusade, ¢led astray by the ignis fatuus of doing
good. They brought the claims of pseudo Religion to the contest,
and said it was for the religious, as well as for the moral benefit of
mankind, that the establishments of Licensed Victuallers should be
put down®—a deep and most injurious fallacy.” Presently, how-
ever, something very like that alleged fallacy comes out of the
advocate’s own mouth. “They met together fo ask themselves the
guaat-mn, whether they were the fosterers of immorality, or the

estroyers of the public health 7> A r i
to ask it of themselves ! E3L &5 dinailond enangh,, g

Wwﬁwmmw '
* The Alliance does not object to Victualling-houses. Free-trade will best regulate
those. The evil springs from Drink-houses; and instead ur?-mmu;i:?g 40 restrictions,

A8 now, itis proposed to have only one. This would make the ublican a m
table and honurt&, member of Jociety, as in the Maine-Law States, o0 oo
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““Face to face,” then, they asked this question, * one of another.”
Can we wonder at the &II.EW’E‘I'? L was neéegmtoﬁndjm%ﬂ
themselves from foul imputations.” Softly, Mr Serjeant ! it is not
fha person but the profession that is indicted. And what more ?

¢To assume that grade in Society to which they were Justly
entitled.” Exactly—but grades depend on character—and the ‘just’

lace of a de-grading trade may not be as pleasant as it is fitting.

y all means, then, let the Profession go to its own place. He goes
on—* Much of the happiness and well-being of Society at large
depended on their good conduct.” Here's a discovery ! Are not
the Publicans made such by act of Parliament? All men are not
Publicans—and no man can be one, in the eye of the law, without
alegallicence. On the law-made Publican depends the happiness and
well-being of Society: ergo, Society, after all, is made good and
. happy by Act of Parliament! ¢ He is invested with certain
privileges —the privilege of vending (with a fatal interest in
multiplying the purchasers of) an article which leads to 3-dths of
our social disorders and crimes. As a consequence, heis “‘invested
with high authority, and constituted a eonservator of the Public
Peace,” says the learned Serjeant. i

Justice WieHTMAN, in his charge to the Grand Jury at the Liver-
pool Assizes, on the 17th of the same month of August, stated that
‘¢ one unfailing cause for four-fifths of the offences in every Calendar,
was the besetting sin of drunkenness. In almost all the cases of
violence to the person, the scene wqs a public-house or a beer-shep.” 4

The law, therefore, first creates the profession which creates crime,’
and second, with a foresight and admission of the fact, appoints the
Publican to be akind of Tavern Constable to prevent it '—nominally
holding him responsible for the consequence, The Publican now
asks for the honor of the appointment to give him ¢ respectability,’
but declines even the nominal responsibility ! He then rehearses,’
““The very terms of their licence. *To your charge and care we
commit the order and conduct of the People in your houses, and
you are responsible for them.” What other class of men,” con-
tinues the Orator, ‘‘are charged with a similar responsibility ¥
‘Why then compare their trade with ‘other trades’? The °very
terms of the licence’ assume that the Man licensed to carry on the
trade, is exposed to strong temptations to foster practices inimical
to social welfare, but profitable to himself. The production of cer-
tificates of character, and the conditions against the allowance of
tippling, place their licence out of the category of mere fiscal
arrangements. The Serjeant proceeds with his pointed questions,
which almost bear the aspect of sarcasm. ‘“What other class of
men are responsible for the regularity and good conduct of the
pereons within their walls ¥’ This question should have been
supplemented with another—What other class of traders need to be
made responsible for the conduct of their customers within their
shops {—and the vital difference between the evil and the good
traffic would at once have become apparent. No other class of men
are even nominally responsible in this way for persons—but only for
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. A dealer in gunpowder, for instance, must neither make
his article where he pleases, por convey it as he pleases. The com-
mon carrier, or the Railway Superintendent, must not put a barrel
of it in the train in which I travel. And why? DBECAUSE THE
ARTICLE IS DANGEROUS, and its whereabouts is, therefore, a matter
to be looked at and regulated.®* From the very nature of the case,
however, the Publican’s trade is dangerous in all places and at all
times. Without customers there is no trade; and where the cus-
tomers are, there is the danger. Exorcise the ‘“Evil Spirit,” by the
wand of the Maine Law, and Public-houses become innocent as
others. The Law and the Licensed Victuallers, then, agree in
regarding the Traffic as essentially evil: else why all these curbs and
conditions? Why are some persons bound over in heavy recogni-
zances to keep the peace? Why are madmen placed under strong
restraints ? Why is the machinery of a factory so carefully boxed
off ! Because there is absolute danger. And not less is the State
of the Law an emphatic declaration of the mischievous character
of the Trafficc. The peculiar surveillance under which Licensed
Houses are placed, declares them to be, in the eye of the Law, A
DANGEROUS INsTITUTION. So dangerous, says Serjeant ALLEN, that,
‘“were the trade thrown open, that moment it would be abandoned
by men of reputation and character!” In plain English, the
Iga.ﬂic is so inherently and tremendously evil, that, by the Publi-
cans' own confession, if left free, like other trades, it would become
insufferable to any reputable Boniface. It is, therefore, not good
in itself, but barely tolerable under the restraining influence and
virtue of the Licensed Vintners! The learned gentleman admitted
that there was a ‘great gulf’ between the Jerry-lord and the Gin-
spinner, between the Aristocracy of Aleohol and the Democracy of

rink. To sell Beer alone is low and degrading—but to sell Beer
with Brandy quite respectable and elevating! To try the real
merits of a system, however, we should permit it to act freely. Is
not that the merit of ¥Free Trade ? and if so, why not of this trade
in particular ? The Serjeant shall answer :—‘“After a five years’
““ experiment of an open trade, he should like to see the house
‘“wherein a man could safely lay down his head in the assurance of
*“the safety of his life and property.” Here is the confession of

“Something rotten in the State of Denmark "—

a confession that the Traffic is corrupt at the core—that its ‘good’ is
only the good of limited mischief—that it is so peculiar that public
safety imperiously requires it to be reduced to a minimized
monopoly.

§ 27. The ©Licensed Victuallers’ Protection Society,” in its
Annual Report for 1854, recently published in the Morning 4dver-
Iisa:&a undisguisedly avows the same truth. We give the exact
words :—

“ Your committee are anxious that this opinion should embue the

* Vide last clause of Sheriff Wie's testimony. 2 29,
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¢ Public mind, and that ev art of the Community sho

‘and say, that to throw npairythg Trade would be to thtirnw uuld f:ifﬁ

:_ﬂﬂadi;r,rme:t;;f vtzis aenﬁ_d rismnmiedmm, which would have the effect of
counteracting the effo e to instru

: ﬂ%}‘-hﬁ l&:f}d.;g Instruct and elevate the People

We do feel and say this, and even rejoice that the commi
the Publicans’ Protection Society shou r.f feel and say thia—bat:ﬁeethu:
‘Alliance,” as the Public's Protection Society, feel and say some-
thing more—namely, that the Licensed Drinking system extant
to-day, is the greatest calamity which afflicts our country. Our horror
of the wide-open Floodgates of crime in the perspective, cannot make
us forget the partly-open gates of Licence which already inundate
the land with an amount of pauperism, licentiousness, and crime
that even now counteracts the efforts put forth by the earnest and
the good for the improvement of the people, and who can be wise as
well as good only by going to the root of the evil, and removing that
which frustrates endeavor and saddens hope!

This brings us to some other remarkable proofs of the proposition
that the facilities for drinking measure the drunkenness of a people;
a proposition which the Publicans of Birmingham lately put on record
at a ’]I'JEEHG meeting of their body, as their matured opinion :—

3 t 1t 18 clearly shown by Parliamentary returns, that vice and
drunkenness are in proportion {o the number of public-houses, and to
th&{aci.-‘:itiﬂs for obtaining intoxicating drink.”

e consclentious reader will ask, how then can any moral men
keep such places as drink-shops, admitted by the Keepers thereof to
be the certain nurseries of national profligacy, and the sure index of
its extent ! The answer is at hand, and opens out a deplorable view
of the selfishness and iniquity of the system. Free-trade in drink
was looming in the distance (the Maine-Law further behind) ; and,
in their spasmodic alarm at the chance of early losing their present
Monopoly of Mischief, they turn patriotic and moral, hunt up the
damning facts which demonstrate the true character of the Trade by
its issues, and force them before the Parliamentary Committee on
Public Houses. We trust the truth elicited will yet flash conviction
on the national mind.

§ 28. In the Parliamentary Committee (17th June, 1853), Mr
Hexry Danson, Beer-agent, and representative of 500 Liverpool
Publicans, gives evidence on the point under discussion.™

—mm. —

* Tn that committee, the chairman, the Rizght Honorable C. P. ViLLIERS, Judge
Advoeate, did infinite honor to his name and his antecedent labors in the cause of
hunanity, combining the suavity and d.ig.ulw of the true gentleman with the sagacity
and scuteness of the Lawyer and the Judge. He was the only man on the Committee
who showed a thorough mastery of the subject, and to his Jjudicious questions the

ublic are indebted for eliciting the most important evidence, and for keaping the

rue issues constantly in sight. The manner also in which he gifted facts ont of pom-
pous imbecility in the Berkeley Committee (where the Report is in flat contradietion
1o the evidenoce), is both instructive and amusing. All through be quietly insists on
the prineipls that opinion was valnable only for its ground in fact ; and thus he makes
even Bluster refute itself. 'We could not avoid this passing tribute to the Chairman

of the frst Commiltee,

Y
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¢¢4509. I suppose it is the interest of every Publican to get as
much custom as he can —Certainly, in a respectable manner, as any
other tradesman.
¢ 4605. Are there any Magistrates upon the bench who want to
. encourage Temperance in the peculiar way that the Societies called
- Temperance Societies do 7—I do not know of any.—I think they are
of the substantial class who overlook those foolish notions.

4629, Are you aware at all of the comparafive amount of
drunkenness between Liverpool and Manchester —I do not under-
stand how you put the question.

¢¢4630. What is the comparative character of the two towns for
drunkenness of the population 7—I have a statement here which I
believe to be virtually correct. In Dublin there is one out of every
21 of the population,

€ 4631. Ohairman : Convicted of drunkenness '—Yes; in Glas-
gow one in 22 ; in Edinburgh, one in 59 ; in Liverpool, one in 91 ;
in London, one in 106 ; Birmingham, one in 313 ; and Manchester,
one in 600.* TIn the first three places, Dublin, Glasgow, and Edin-
burgh, there is the free licensing system, where it is sold from
Grocers’ shops or any other place. Manchester is the largest popu-
lation of the kingdom with the smallest number of [Spirit] licences,
and, consequently, the smallest number of drunken persons.

““4675. Chatrman : Is the refurn which you have made, for the
purpose of showing that the greater facility for selling spirvits, the
more i8 the drunkenness F—YBs.”

§ 29. Mr Alderman Wigg, sheriff of London, gave most valuable
evidence on this topic: and, we believe, was both frank and
conscientious, A few passages must be reproduced :—

“100563. Mr W. Broun : 1donot mean to ask you any offensive
question. Do you appear here as a volunteer witness to defend the

rinciples you yourself entertain ?—I told you before, and I set out

y saying, that I come here as the Solicitor to the Licensed Vietual-

lers’ body. I also added that nothing on earth would induce me to

come before the Committee to state opinions I did not most con-

scientiously entertain ; and I think I have had greater opportunities

than most men for ascertaining both what is the feeling of the
, publicans, and what is the working of the system.

¢10190. 1If the trade were thrown open i—In the end pubiic
morals would be outraged. You will find that no publican, no
assembly, no large number of Englishmen, have asked that the
licence system should be destroyed,t+ and the trade thrown open
[instead]. If there is anything that they desire more than another,

L AT

* All this must be taken with reservation. In Manchester, for i
are instructed to ‘bring au.IF " only the disorderly drunkards : t%la a:?eﬁIE'f:; '11:3 {lglrllf;
MrDaxsow, again, omits all notice of 1,312 Beerhonses. The proportion of drunken-
ness to population in Liverpool is 1 in 20—not 1in 91: which 91, however, may be &
misprint for 1 in 19, by transposition of figures. Liverpool is as bad ns Gﬂmgow. In
Manchester, again, the ‘ foolish notions® of Temperance have greatly prevailed.

+ This ia only true when qualified by what followe. Vastassemblies in Exeter Hall,

Birmingham Town Hall, in Manchester Free T
for Prohibition or Pr:m(:;iptian. 8 Al oo otliox Plagesyans ol

E
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it is that there may be greater restriction. T am anxious to adi
the Licensed Victuallers of London desire the a.asiaﬁa;u.;d%ft%ﬁ:
Police in clearing their houses.

“496¢. Do you say that the disposition to dnink spirits
rather declined —Very greatly. ES D spirits hag

““4965. And not owing to less opportunity of getting spirits, ‘or
from spirits being dear, but from an hnprﬁam%ﬁ ing t]{:e -mé:ml
habits of the people —VYes,

““4966. And if there was a greater temptation offe their
improved habits would induce them not to Ecuede to itfa"iﬂ:f think

the more temptation you put in the way, the larger would be ths con-

smﬁﬂiﬂw.”

WiIRE, as it seems to us, adopts a sound view of the facts.
Hence we said, the facilities will measure the drunkenness, other
things being the same. The Traffic has a corrupting tendeney ; but;,
on the other hand, knowlege and culture, and especially tempe-
rance knowlege specifically bearing on the point, have a counteracting
influence, and where they do not triumph they may restrain. Alter
the conditions of the problem—add more objective temptation, or
produce less subjective culture and antagonistic conviction, which is
certain to be the case in the second generation—and the issue varies.

4968, Still they (the people) drink less spirits, do they not P*—

Lhe more the templation is removed, the less will be consumed.
““4969. [But] you refer it to some cause acting on their habits ?—
I refer it to all the causes that have been operating on the habits of
the people. We cannot shut our eyes to the fact, that the progress
of education, the diffusion of knowlege, the opening of Mechanics’
Institutions, of free Libraries and Lecture rooms, and a variety of
other things, have, no doubt, tended, I think, if you place temptation
in the way of the people by granting licences indiscriminately, you
will do a great deal to destroy those other and better influences
which are prevailing amongst the people. .
¢“4973. Will you explain what you meant by the increase being
a temptation 7—I mean, that if you license more public-houses than

i i

e

* Tha outside, dram-shop facility, is only one form of temptation. Within the last
twelve yeara Spirits have been banished from the Tables and Sideboards of tens of
thousands of families. The proposition, therefore, accords with the facts, inversely
stated. That is, sone ismptations being lessened, Drunkenness is lessened. It was [rom
overlooking the counteracting influences, that T%e Times, of Jan, 8, 1855, iniis lpader
against the principles of “the Alliance, forged the following fallacy :—

¢ Natrowar drunkenness is not caused by cheapness, nor prevented by dearness,
" Fon the soberest classes are undoubtedly those to whom the price of liguor is amatter
fof indifference.”

To which we reply, first, a nation's drunkenness cannot bedisproved by the sobriety
of a class ; nor, therefore, anything asto the canse of that drunkenness. A pure
may existin an impuore nation, asa Church amidst iniguity, but that only proves &
cause of goodness in the class resisting evil ; not that the nation 18 wur_nnrrpptad bya

secial agency. Thus, physically, a class may be exempt from minsmatic poison, while
Ea masses suffer. Second, no one contends that the simple element of um.nib:jt;f
must, by some metaphysical connection, cause all men aud all classes eguaily to drink,
What is affirmad is, that facilities for drinking will be found to promote drunkennesas.

Even the richest men regulate their purchases by price : but other considerations may

of course lingit,

:II.
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What is ealled ‘Public necessity’ requires, you immediately open the
‘tmnptation for the people to go there and drink. i el o
ﬂ‘ﬂ%‘r, fAre nEE fﬁe public better judges of the want of Publi-
cans than the Magistrates 7—I should say it was not so. = .
¢ Why !—You know the publican has not only his own mterest
to look to, but he is compelled [by the theory of the law] to look to
the interests of the public [as regards the fruits of the traffic]; and
‘you will at once see that a person who is licensed as a publican,
ought to have a district assigned to him, which will give him a
legitimate trade, BECAUSE HE DEALS IN' A DANGEROUS ARTICLE.”

Thus will*the truth turn up! The Alliance, however, draws
another kind of inference, viz, that no person should be licensed as a
puablican, or have any district assigned to him, however small,
because, to deal oul a dangerous article at all, is a most illegitimate
trade.

§ 30. The fact that facility for drinking measures popular drunken-
ness, is shown in another way, both negatively and positively. We
refer to the greater drunkenness of Sunday, as compared with any
ordinary day ; and to the gratifying decrease of cases of drunken-
ness on the Sabbath and Monday mornings since the partial closing
of Public-houses on Sunday in England, and the total closing of
them for the sale of liquors in Scotland. Two or three testimonies
must suffice as regards Scotland. The Rev. BErirey Apbpison,
M.A., late of Edinburgh, in his tract on the subject, testifies—
“That drunkenness has been expelled from our crowded streets on
Sabbath evenings, and a propriety of demeanor on the part of the
public, and a calmness strangely contrasting with what was once
customary, have succeeded.” .

The late Lord Provost of Edinburgh, Duxcax M LAReN, in his
admirable letters to the 7imes, has shown that the act has reduced’
Sunday offences in Edinburgh 75 per cent; emptied the cells of
the prison; postponed the necessity for a new gaol, thereby saving
the city £12,000 ; and, in Scotland at large, reduced the consump-
tion of spirits 957,830 gallons, or one-seventh of the whole !

The late Lord Provost of Glasgow has published the following
returns relative to that city, showing the number of persons taken -
into custody from 3 a.m. of Sunday, till 10 A.y. of Monday, charged
with being drunk and incapable, drunk and disorderly, and drunk
atid eriminal otherwise :—

; Total.
June, July, and August, 1851... b14 males ... 137 females ... 651
" r - 1852... 466 ,, ... 107 L reo e
1 23 13 1353'" 418 L] e 93 33 sen 311

g R e R e L R T
The decrease in Pubrrc Houses during the vear 1855-G in
DuNDEE, was 118 ; the corresponding decrease in the whole number
of cades brought before the Ealica Court, nearly 1,000; of cases of
drunken disorder, 611
It has been during the operation of the English Act for the last
few years, contemporaneously with the moral suasion of the 'Eempa-
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rance reformers, that the comparative amount of drunkenness hag
been lessening. A petition presented to parliament in 1 sigmed
by Dr W. F. Hooxk, vicar, the Rev. W. Sincratr, and ty-five
other clergymen, expresses an important truth, and is, at the same
time, valuable testimony from reflecting men :—

“ That the opening of public-houses and beershops on any part of
the Lord’s Day, according to the present practice, allures great num-
bers of the working classes from the worship of Almighty God,
producing ignorance of religion, and neglect of its duties,

“That the Lord’s Day being the day of leisure for the working
classes, is that on which they are peculiarly exposed 1o tempiations of
this nature.

¢* That the statistics of crime clearly prove that the general sale
of intowicating drinks on the Lord’s Day is a prolific source of erime
and demoralization.

““That the partial restrictions placed upon the opening of public-
houses and beershops on the Lord’s Day, have been invariably fol-
lowed by a striking diminution in the number of committals for
offences of all kinds.”*

The evidence of both the recent Parliamentary Committees fully
substantiates these positions, but it is hardly necessary that we should
occupy space by illustrating a mere fragment of the ©Alliance’
doctrine. It is enough that we insist on the fact, that, since
legislation on religion, as such, is clearly béyond the true scope of
earthly governments, the prhmi&le which leads to the total prohibi-
tion of the Liquor Traffic on the first day of the week, must, if
consistently carried out, terminate in a Maine Law, which shall

rotect us from its consequences during the other six. Even as a
guestion of degree of mischief, there is a five times stronger reason
for a Prohibitory Law on the six working days, than for such a law
applicable only to the Sabbath. First, because the debauchery and
crime of the week traceable to the Traffic cutweigh by five to one
that of the single day,—and second, because the week-day prohibi-
tion can alone give full efficiency to that of the Sabbath, by removing
the material instrument and pecuniary motive of evasion and temp-
tation, and refusing to the appetite of the drinker week-day facilities
for feeding it. b . ;

§ 31. An elaborate proof of the principles of the ‘Alliance’ might
be almost superseded by the report of the proceedings at any of the
Brewsters’ Sessions in our large towns; for, either by the Magis-

* Tn the Metropolitan districis the effect of the partial prohibition was immediately
visible in the diminished number of persons taken into custody on Sunday ; the
Journal of the Statistical Society (vol. iv. p. 268), showing, that981 persons less were
apprehended on Sunday during five months in 1840, than in the corresponding five
months previous to the passing of the Aet. In Bristol the average of apprahensions
for the three years before the Act (1848) was—misdemeanors, 2415 ; drunkenness,
B84: but for three years since the Act—misdemeanors, 1,560; drunkenness, 374
At :Efeds. the retnrns of those who have been in custody as drunken and disorderly
characters, give an average per annum for three years prior to the Act, of 423; since,
of 341. In AManchester, where the Aot came into operation in 1846, the average per
annum for all offences committed, for three years before the Act, was 10,528 ; since

5,850, (Bee } &6.)
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the Publicans, or the Parishioners, the chief facts and
&g;:;iﬁons are hruuéht. out. Take, by wa:y of sample, from the
eeds Mercury, of Augnst 30, 1855, the account of the proceedings
at the Brewster Sessions for that borough, held on the preceding

iﬁ. Forty-three licences were suspended for violations of their
terms and conditions, and other breaches of the law. Forty-three
out of three hundred and eighty-two—or more than 10 per cent,
even in one of the best conducted towns in the kingdom ! The
Mayor observed: ‘‘ We have it in evidence that several of them,
gelling spirits by retail, are frequented by convicted thieves, by
sumbers of prostitutes, and by various other dissolute and bad
characters. ~ Within certain houses young men and young women are
allowed to assemble in the evening; and during the day young men
are permitted to go into certain Public-houses, where they play at
cards and dice.”*

2nd. A deputation of the clergy and gentlemen of the town then
presented a memorial against any new licences, signed by 54 minis-
ters, 17 town missionaries, 9 medical men, 2 editors, 50 merchants,.
bankers, and manufacturers, and 700 tradesmen and householders
of great respectability. The Rev. E. Jackson, M.A., observed
““that the trade was not left to the ordinary laws of demand and

supply; but the number of public-houses was left to be regulated
by the Magistrates. There was in Leeds one such house for every

e

* Tt is o faet that we have in Pablic-hongas, licensed by law and magistrates, twﬂnt{i
fimes more real geinbling-houses and betting-houses than have heen put down by specia
Acts of Parlinment. A local illnstration of the inveterate and incurable charactar of

the Traffic is furnished in the Life of William Hey, F.R.8., the celebrated surgeon,.
and twice Mayor of Leeds :—

“The crime of drnnkenness and its never failing concomitants were at this time:
(1787) prevalent to an alarming degree, and while his heart was filled with horror at'
the contemplation of scemes daily brought under his cognizance, it determined
this truly Christian Magistirate to resist them with sll the power and authority the law.
counld confer. No sooner had the new Mayor commenced an attack upon the citadels:
of wice, than all their garrisons were up in arms. The outery was very great among:
those in particolar who expected their profits to be diminished. Anonymous letters:
of the most scurrilons deseription were among the secret means employed to deter
him, and actions at law not only threatened, but actnally instituted against himself
and the constables. In one of these, the plaintiff obtained a verdict at the Spring
Asaizes, at York,in 1783, It seems, on resisting the constables sent to apprehend him,
the latter had used more force than was necessary. But the Judge seems to have left.
the jury little room for exercising their own discretion, if, in summing up, the obser-
vations are correctly minuted by both the counsel for the defendant, such as—'These

Constables are of the reforming kind: Reformation generally produces greater evils
than those it atternpls to redress. % -

“ Mr Hey, after these actions, had a meeting with the Publicans within the borongh,

against whom proceedings had been instituted for permiiting tippling. A memoran-

dum shows the part he was determined to act. ‘Obtain an explicit promise not to

: suffer tippling on any part of the Lord's Day. To suffer the constables quietly to visié

; their houses. [ Treating® police is now the plan.] The law extends to week days, .
and will ba put in execution in case of fraud or irregularity, Defendants to declare

‘ that they desire all proceadings to ba stopped, and request to i
‘ regulate the country ale-honses.'* S : e

Sixty-eight years have passed since these memoranda were made—and vet the last
Mayorof f.e 8 had to complain of the same evils, Pablicans, as a clﬂge-. will not
submit to Law, all the old laws they flout or ignore, and all proposed new laws they

reeist, Nor will Magistrates orce the laws & H .
of the Licenoa’ js a mere mm;?r ntare. What is Eﬂl&ﬂ 6 ‘Suspension

B g m
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100 adult persons! It was a serious faet, that the inerease of
Places of this kind brought with it, invariably, an increase of 't
tion—that each open door was a fresh call to turn in—and that the
increase of drinking was the inerease of an enormous evil, which
crowds our workhouses, fills our prisons, freights our convict ships,
and peoples our colonies with eriminals, If was a matter for the
consideration of magistrates, whether they should, without absolute
necessity, increase the evil, which was almost intolerable already.
All the applicants were now Beerhouse keepers, and if the Bench
admitted beerhouses, year after jea.r, into the number of the houses
licensed to sell spirits, they would be holding ont an indueement to
persons to open beerhouses for the purpose of obtaining spirit
licences. Of his own knowlege many young persons had been led
into these houses who would not, in the first instance, have ventured
into Taverns; and the eonsequence had been that their friends had
now to lament their ruin.”

¢ 3rd. Two lawyers then, on behalf of the owners or oceupiers of two
‘Inns respectively, opposed the granting of Licences to a Coffee-house
‘and a Beerhouse in the neighborhood of their clients’ property.®
' Nineteen out of the twenty-one applications were refused.

Here we find the distinet acknowledgment, first, of special evils
and temptations connected with the Traffie, leading to drinking and
debanchery, and of an extent of abuse far exceeding the proportion
found in other trades; second, of the absolute need of police sur-
veillance, even to restrict within tolerable bounds the evils of the
system; third, of the peculiar character of the Traffic, as evertending
to increase instead of satisfying demand; fourth, of its invariable
effect in encouraging, by the sale of the weaker drink, a demand for
the stronger; fifth, of its contrast to legitimate callings, proved by
the fact that while a thriving trade, and an increased number of
successful bakers, butchers, grocers, drapers, tailors, and shoemakers,
would be regarded as infallibly indicative of industrial, individual,
and social prosperity—a thriving Drink Trade, or a large increase of
Drink-sellers, is deprecated as contributing to the crimes and misery
of the community. " gy SR

332. Perhaps one of the most striking proofs of this opinion,
and of its collateral propositions, is furnished by the ‘Report to the
General Assembly of tl]fa Church of Scotland by their Committee

» How curious that the Trafficker in Drink should have the privilege of objecting
6 his neighbor's setting up the same business as himself! What would be thought,
were & Draper or a Shoemaker to appear before onr justices to insist on the impro.

riety. danmger, or needlessness of another of his craft opening ashop in the same street ?
gqui‘giy which exists for protecting the free action of other Traders, 18 hera sitting in
n.:lgma{lt upon the Drink-traders, surrounding them with checks, and limiting their
shers of operation. Mr StixToN, the Birmingham publican, at the 6;13;}10.1 meeting

r 1856, of the National Licensed Victuallers' Defence League, said :—* Mr Oliveira's
“ motion could uot prove mischievous unless he introduced a clanse that any person
“ might take out a licence for selling light wines besides Licensed ‘ﬁcl.ug’ltug ﬂ“ﬁ;
¢ galyes.” The men who wouldcompel alover of Freneh wine to go to their shops
it—and who would prohibit a neighboring confectioner from selling it—have no elﬂ.’ ght
but that of impudence to protest against a similar profibition being applied te

themselves.

Sy
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ression of Imtemperance, 3lst May, 1849.° ]_fi: 18 a
‘f::}rluiig uﬁgpﬂg pages, and contains returns relative to the social and
religious condition of the 478 parishes of Scotland, furnished by the
Parish Ministers respectively. The answers have reference to five
an% What classes are most addicted to intemperance, and their age ?

II. What circumstances promote the formation and indulgence of
in erate habits ?

ﬁp What ave the consequences of drinking, socially and morally
considered ?

IV. What change is observable, for better or worse, and to what
referrible ?

V. What counteractives, tried, have been most efficacious ? or, not
tried, seem advisable ! A

The following facts, amongst others, are established by these
important returns :(— : : A .

First.—That the absence of Public-houses in a district, or their
extreme rarity, is accompanied by an almoest total absence of
drinking, and its results.

Second.—That the presence of many Public-houses is attended by
the presence of much drinking, and its sequential evils.

Third.—That the increase of Public-houses, or other facilities for
drinking, is followed by a proportionate increase of drunkenness
and debauchery.

Fourth.—That the suppression, or decrease, of Public-houses or
Dramshops, or the diminishing by other means of the facilities for
drinking, is followed by a corresponding improvement in the drinking
habits and morals of the population.

§ 33. About 34 parishes have returns to the following effect :—

““No. 6.—The inhabitants of this parish are remarkable for
sobriety. There has not been a public-house for upwards of 20 years.

No. 13.—Since my induction [six years before] I have not met
one parishioner in a state of intoxication. Thereis only one publie-
house in the parish, others having been suppressed.

No. 15.—We have no habitual drunkards that I ever heard of.
There is not a single public-house in the parish.

No. 17.—A case of intemperance is of the rarest occurrence.
There is no public-house either in the principal village, or in the
smaller ones in other parts.

_ No. 20.—The people are of decidedly temperate habits. There
is nof, within miles, any public-house or place where spirituous
hqi.}ors 2It1m3' ];.?J ohtainfd.

' No. Zl.—1he people are, generally, very temperatein their habits.
‘We have a small pul?lic-haﬁaga in nngjviue{%s, ﬁ}% the accommodation
of travellers ; the tenant is a respectable man ; his business is con-
fined to the persons for whom it is designed.

No. 30.—I know not of a single individual of whom I ever heard
it allezed that habits of intemperance were characteristic. There is
only one inn for the refreshment of travellers. The landlord is him-
self a member of the Temperance Society,”
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§ 34. There are reburns from a large proportion of the whole to
the following purpose :—

¢ No. 2.—Intemperance is very great. The multitude of licensed
houses, and the cheapness of spirits, lead to the vice,

No. 3.—Thetwostrongest temptations to continue the abominable
practice are half-yearly markets for engaging servants, and shops for
retailing spirits, under what is called a Victualler's licence, where
spirits are sold at a reduced price, and drunk in the shop.

No. 5.—The classes most addicted to intemperance are colliers,
miners, and furnace-keepers., In the face of the most earnest remon-
strances to the Justices, the number of licensed houses is constantly
increased.

No. 14.—Too many of both sexes, and all ages, are addicted to
intemperance. A drinking accommodation to each 55 of the inha-
bitants of all ages. Many painful circumstances—death by suicide,
and other woful results—call loudly for the intervention of means
to stem the tide of intemperance. 1% is notorious that spirits can
be had, and obtained with facility, on the Lord’s Day. Were the
number of licences diminished, this would be an obvious method of
diminishing intemperance.

No. 19.—Intemperance prevails much in this parish. The
number of drinking-houses is absurdly, and lamentably, and most
mischievously great. '

No. 301.—Habits of dram-drinking are very general among the
peasantry of every gmde. The number of public-houses is a great
cause of the evil. The publican is a Pusric TEMPTER T0 DRUNKEN-
NEss.”

The formal objection that these two classes of facts establish no
connection between Public facilities and drunkenness, wvirtually
assumes that Public-houses are no temptation—that is, affirms what
nobody believes, because contrary to every day’s experience. Cer-
tainly, if people did not drink what is sold, they would only lose
their cash—not themselves—and so, if people at a gambling-house
did not play with the cards or dice, they would not lose their
money :—but men visiting at one place are tempted to drink, and
at the other are tempted to play—notwithstanding the truism, The
fact is, that the majority of the visitors at Drinking-houses, or
Gambling-houses, do not visit them Jecause they think those places
Right and Good,—or because the{ do not know that drink and play
are dangerous, or even bad—but because they have been entrapped
or trained into that special pleasure. [t is custom, automatic
habit, and social temptation, that keep men in thrall, in spiie of thewr
bettor judgment. The moral will is at last superseded by impulsive
appetite : and he who desires its re-establishment, must remove that
hindrance which is stronger than any direct power of moral suasion.
Those who break away permanently are the exceptions, not the
rule. Out of ten drinkers who manifest a desire to escape their
thraldom by signing the Temperance pledge, eight at the least are
eventually drawn back into the whirlpool of the Traffic or the vortex

of the Drinking customs.
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§ 35. Numbers of the returns are of the following deseription :—

' No. 28.—Frequent acts of intoxication are occurring, “h}EﬂF
among the common class of farmers, mechanies, and operatives.
Facilities of getting ardent spirits lead to the formation by intempe-
rate habits. DMr —— notices the formation of drinking habits
among the young men, when they meet either for recreation, or when
waiting for some piece of work, in the neighborhood of public-houses.
Mr — refers, with earnest approbation, to the movement of thé
Synod of —— for suppressing public-houses.

No. 29.—One of the chief causes of the prevalence of intemperate

bits, is the multiplication of public-houses.
ha.HD', 34, —The mﬁj great j::mﬂi%y of obtaining intoxicating drinks,
from its cheapness and the number of those licensed to sell it. 1%
is not at any kind of private social meetings, so much as in public-
houses and dram-shops, and at markets, that drinking most pre-
vails...... About three years ago the formation of the Railway
commenced, and brought a large number of dissipated laborers
(generally English). Their evil example, and high wages, had a
demoralizing effect. The greater number of those given to drinking,
who joined the Temperance Society, have broken off.

No. 46.—One of the chief canses of intemperance is the number
of public-houses, and the facility of oblaining [and consequent
increase of | licences.

No. 61.—1It cannot be said that intemperance is confined to any
class or to any age. Smoking seems to be, here as everywhere, a
stimulus to drinking. There was a great change for the better up
to within a year ago, because the spirit-shop was suppressed by —.
Unfortunately, his son has thought proper to revive it, and, from
all I cdn see, the re-opening of that public-house is doing much mis-
chief. One of the best methods of suppressing intemperance, in
country parishes, is to diminish the number of public-houses, and
put the people less in the way of temptation.

WNo. 68.—The miners [intemperate; high wages] gathered to work
the iron stone recently discovered. Notwithstanding very many
remonstrances, the Justices allow too many facilities for obtaining
licences. [Increase of licences is followed by increase of drinking, ete.
Dr adds that the Company’s miners are remarkable for sobriety
of deportment, and they are paid their wages on Monday afternoon,
whereas the {uthe::] miners are paid on Saturday.

No. 76.—1t (intemperance) is promoted by irregularly kept public-
houses, and is practised especially on Saturday, Sabbath, Monday,
and Tuesday. Any observable change is not for the better. The
counteractives not fried are the deprivation of licences.

No. 180.—High wages (promote intemperance) paid at distant
intervals, The time (of drinking) end of the week, particularly puy-
day. Cannot report improvement. (Remedies) tried, ineffectual.
Temperance societies and pledges have not reformed one drunkard
here. We recommend—I1st, payment of wages once a week, in the
beginning or middle; 2nd, a greater reserve in giving licences, and
a tolad prohibition of the sale of spirits on the Sabbath,
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No, 241.=I am afraid that, instead of getting better, the working-
classes are becoming worse. The, very wom{-.:o%'a]l prévnmﬁomhﬁ
the practices common at our public markets [i.e. selling, offering,
and buying drink], and the ewcessive competition among publicans,
who actually employ men to inveigle drinkers,

No. 288, —The intemperate are among the laboring elass, from 30
upwards, It is promoted by the number of licensed public-houses,
The face of the public has been set, for some time back, against the
number of public-houses, and the authorities are resolved to diminish
their number.

No. 306.—The most common times of intemperance are Saturda
and Sabbath. The number of public-houses is the cause of intem%
perance, to a great extent. In by far the greater number of cases,
it 15 their vicinity to these dens of sin, and the enticements which
they hold out to them, that are the causes of the ruin of drunkards,
There is one (counteractive) I long to see tried—the putting down
9-10ths of the Public-houses, *

No. 309.—The keepers of public-houses—most of whom here are
slaves to this degrading vice. In the case of the keepers of public-
houses, the cause of the evil is sufficiently obvious. The farm-ser-
vants who drink here are ruined by the number of dram-shops. As
to, what should be done, we are pretty much at one, hereabouts.
We should have fewer public-houses.

No. 328,—0Une great cause [of intemperance] is the facility with
which drink can be obtained, There are three public-houses here,
where there is no use for one.

No. 365.—Among men in business, more victims than in any
other class. Even children have died from drink. It is promoted
by—1st, the too great facility in obtaining licences. 2nd, the
unfaithfulness of the Excise in not suppressing unlicensed houses,
3rd, Marketing. 4th, Social meetings. About 1839, an abstinence
society was formed—a third of the adults joined it—drinking was
given up—many public-houses abandoned. [dlas, the legalized
NEST EGES were left!] DBub now matters are as bad, if not worse
than ever, and more whisky is now drunk than for the last 20 years—
a great reproach not only to the country, but to the churches.

No. 395.—Remarkable for sobriety. A public-house was opened,
six years ago, in a central part of this parish; and the inhabitants,
and more especially those who had resorted thither, complained to me
of Tee Trap that had been laid for them. The public-house was
suppressed at Whit-Sunday last.

0. 405.—Many of the public-houses are little better than Trars
for thoughtless youth—where youngsters, from 15 to 19, congregate
to drirk and play cards. ;

No. 413,—The classes most addicted are those engaged in the

* Why, however, leave evon one nestof sin? The New Statistical Society of Scof-
fand, says of J adhlirsh, containing & population of nearly 6,000:—"The bad effects of
the reduction of the duty upon ardent spirits have indéed been fult to mo emall
extent.,” No. 5.

. e
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Traffie, or who have ﬂ‘i&ﬂdﬂuengn.gad-iu. 1it. Lmanaingto]l—bars most
iniquitous. I cannot regard low public-houses in general as any-
thing else than Licensed Dens of Iniquity. L !

No. 430.—I may mention, having been formerly missionary:in
that distriet, that a most interesting parish, with a large population,
huas been exwtensively injured by the opening of a spirit-shop and ale-
house, to which the young men resort in the winter evenings.”

§ 36. Again, we have abundance of facts, illustrating the power:
of legal suppression and prohibition, and showing that the truth is.
not dependent upon Transatlantie experiments :—

¢ No. 22.—We have procured the entire removal of spirit licences.
from the parish: and this we consider, under God, as the cause of
the extremely temperate character of our people, which was not the:
case when we had two of these legal abominations.

No. 26.—Inh many of the Road Trusts, licences to sell spirits are-
withdrawn from the Toll-bars, with the happiest results.

No. 29.—0One of the chief causes of the prevalence of intemperate
habits, is the inexcusable multiplication of Public-houses. Lately,
there has been some improvement here from the suppression of one
of the Public-houses. '

No. 32.—Few places have changed so much for the better. The
canses of this improvement have been—I1st, The increased appliance
of Christianity. 2nd, Of late years, the putiing down of ill-kept
public-houses, the suppression of the means of vice.

No. 36.—It is a matter of gratitude that a change for the better
has taken place—referrible, 1st, To the disbanding of volunteer and
yeomanry corps.  2nd, To the suppression of smuggling, ete.

No. 40.—Four public-houses (with a population of 1400.) The
abolition of a fifth has removed a fertile source of village temptation.

No. 41.—I have rarely known one Benefit Society Wake to pass
without some shocking, if not fatal casualty. Even asmany as thiree
deaths from drunkenness at one of them. Thirteen houses licensed
for the sale of ardent spirits. The quantity now consumed is far
less than it was some years ago. There are five public-hounses fewer
now. At the request of the Justices, Mr reported upon the
state of the public-houses, and marked those he thought should be
suppressed, which, perhaps, has led to the number being reduced.

No. 49.—1I think the changes are for the better. The Factor of ~
has so far limited the number of licences, that in this parish (30 miles
lmﬁ} w%agha'-;rlgrznlytiix inns and public-houses.

0. 73.—From the ression of smuggling, a ;
better has taken place. g < A eirs:
4 No. 117.—At present there is no person remarkably addicted to
intemperance. Some years ago, I succeeded, amid great opposition,
in suppressing a whisky-shop close to the church, and the result has
been a great ineréase of order and comfort.

No. 122,—I think this parish comparatively free from intem-
perance. The remark applies to all classes. The Proprietors have
not allowed any licensed house for years. Once the Grocer’s sho
Wwas a public-house, and @ great nuisance; but since that was Etnppag
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there has been a decided improvement ing the fallacy of th
objection, that if one door is closed, ’thpz:mu want drink 'wiﬁ
have it somewhere else. *

No. 148.—The recent act, preventing public-houses being o
till after noon on Sabbath, haI.; had Bﬂn%'epﬂﬂ'eet in t;hecking:g e

No. 154.—I have seen intemperate persons quite regular in
attendance upon public worship. Ixperience has proved the inutili
of Bathew’s pledge; and I expect no better result from any other
lhuman expedient. [But] I petitioned with success, for the limitation
of the number of public-houses. The number has been reduced,
There is less intemperance than there was 15 years ago.

No. 159.—Decided benefit has resulted from the suppression of
useless public-houses.

No. 162.—4 great improvement of late years—referrible to—1st,
The abolition of a small and ill-requlated public-house. 2nd, The
in.aﬁ_ituticm of ;{ temperance society. .

0. 168.—Meetings for card-playing and drinking are frequent.
There are from 20 tnggﬂ licensedp hglugfa for 1850 persons! 7

The magistrates forbad the sale of spirits, at markets, after four
o’clock, which has done much good.

Counteractives., — In the country, abolish all out-of-the-way
drinking houses. In villages, take the licences from Grocers and
Druggists, ete.

No. 190,.—Mr refers to the influence used by the Synod, and
successfully, for reducing the number of publie-houses; and adds, !
were the licences made higher, the benefit would be greater.

No. 194.—The public-house, to which some of the farm-servants
used to go, has been put down, and I have not heard of any case of
intemperance among them since.

No. 209.—There is certainly less (drinking) of late, owing to the
exértions of ; the public-houses have been reduced.

No. 221.—The number of public-houses I consider to be the chief
snares, and most certain means, of encouraging the viee. We have
sought by every means to lessen the number of public-houses: in
some distriets with success. A decided change for the better.

No. 230.—The people much more temperate, since smuggling was
annihilated. Ascounteractives—preaching against the vice—denying
licences to those who would open SHOPS 0F TEMPTATION.

No. 235.—A change for the better, in great measure referrible to
the curtailing the number of public-houses.

No. 238.—When smuggling was put down, intemperance was
checked; poverty and famine, lately, have effectually prevented it.

No. 2561.—Of late, a marked improvement. Regulations for early
striking the Drinking Tents, at feeing markets, have done good. Twe
or three Public-houses have been put down; but there is need of
some measure being pressed, making it imperative for the Justice of

* Thera is a vast difference botween seeking temptation and having temptation
thrust upml: you at every step. The working classes are virtuons in their smpulses,
but weak in their wills, and would gladly see the ‘ Iraps’ closed up for ever.
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Peace Conrt to regard the spiritual well-being of the neighborhood
in granting licences. ] : s o

No. 256.—Change for the better. Counteractives tried—diminish-

ing of public-houses ; supporting a Mechanics’ Institute, ete.
No. 267.—Chiefly among the working classes. The Justices do
all they can to limit the number of public-houses ; and there appears
to be no other probable means of checking intemperance. [Of course
not—streams will flow while fountains feed. |

No. 273.—From the absence of facilities for getting drink, the
population is as free from intemperance as most others. There are
n public-houses—drink sold onlyat one turnpike-gate. There were,
at one time, two public-houses in this parish, and since they were put
down, the morals of the people lave manifestly improved.

No. 282.—A very areat change for the befter. The refusal to
grant certificates for retailing spirits at public works has been found
one of the most efficacious counteractives.

No. 286,—When there was a public-house in the parish, which
was put down by a number of years before I came, there were
several of his own servants and others addicted to intemperance.
There is no public-house in the parish, nor in several others around.
No class of the population can be said to be addicted now. .

No. 320.—Our population is remarkable for temperate, steady,
and industrious habits. The proprietor has set himself resolutely
against the introduction of Tippling-shops on his estate ; and we have
Jelt the benefit of his policy. .

No. 348.—The vice is diminished considerably, owing to the shut-
ting up of a public-house.

No. 350.—A marked change for the better of late years, as appears
from the suppression of four or five licensed spirit-shops.

No. 370.—Great improvement has of late taken place in the
démlédng on the Rabbath, referrible to the recent change in
the law.

No. 877.—The number of intemperate persons has been lessened
by the diminution of licensed spirit-shops from 7 to 4. In every
case where a spirit licence was withdrawn, the number of the intempe-
rate decreased,

. No. 378.—A great change for the better. The best counterac-
tives I believe to be—the absence of temptation. There is (now)
neither alehouse nor gin-shop in the whole parish.

No. 439.—The parish is ten miles long, and seven broad, yet no
evil i3 found to arise from the want of a tippling-shop. = Fifteen
years ago the casewas very diffevent ; then there was a whisky-shop in
the parish, destroying the morals of the people. Through the aid of
Lord —, that tippling-house was suppressed,”

_ Mr TreEMENEEERE'S Report on the Mining Population contains an
interesting illustration of one of these blessed parishes. He speaks
of an Ayrshire village, containing 120 families, chiefly connected
?ti?]jm]f colliery. The men average 3s. 6d. a day wages. The only

“ublic-house has been bought up for another purpose. Since that

tume intemperance has altogether ceased.
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§ 87. The Rev. Roprrr H. Muir, the convener, in his Report to
the Assembly, thus admirably sums fap the evi-:lem;e of this remark-
able document (—

¢ The returns made to your Committee’s enquiries clearly prove
“ that the intemperance of any neighborhood is uniformly proportionate
“to the number of its spirit licences. So that, wherever there are o
¢ Public-houses, nor EI.‘:I['I..E shops for selling spirits, there ceases to be
‘ any intoxication. e recklessly multiplying of what are thus
“evidently so many centres of a vicious influence, ecannot but be
“regarded as a publie calamity. Tt forees temptation upon the people
“at évery step, and actually brings to bear upon them all the active
“efforts of an excessive competition in a lucrative trade, for stimu-
¢ lating their practice of aruinous vice. Your Committee, therefore,
¢ strongly feel, and would respectfullv submit that the influence of
“national customs, and the force of many outward circumstances,
¢ which lead to the formation and indulgence of intemperate habits,
“ are indeed appalling, and do give to the vice of intemperance (go
“ruingus in itself) a very alarming préeminence among the social
¢ Evils which call for anxious care on the part of the Church, in the
“use of means for their suppression.’

1L

The Liquor-traffie, we next affirm, is not only essentially mis-
chievous, but so peculiar an evil, that it is impossible, in the nature
of things, to regulate, limit, or restrict it, so as to avoid its seriously
conflicting with the aims and interests of Society. (§ 23.) Many
incidental illustrations of this statement have already been furnished,
but it now remains to establish the truth by a review of the History
and Results of past Legislation in Great Britain and Ireland. 7

§ 88. First, let us glance at the History of the Drink Traffic in
Seorranp. In the earlier ages of its history, according to HECTOR
Bogrivs, the Sellers of strong drink (then chiefly confined to mead),
were looked upon as Public enemies, who made provision for the
volupinous pleasures of men rather than for their necessities, and 1‘_\"110,
for profit, genérally enticed men to a debauched and vieious life.*
Arcapus, administrator of the realm, a.p. 160, confiscated their
goods, pulled down their houses, and banished themselves. Con-
STANTINE the Second, at a later period, when the evil had revived,
re-enacted this law at Scone, A.D. 861, adding the terrible penalty
of death, in case the Taverner refused to depart, or resisted the
execution of the decree. In course of time, however, beer or ale
became (with wine, largely imported from France, in the middle
dges, for the use of the wealthier classes) the Egt‘intﬂ of intemperance
in Scotland. An act of Parliament was passed in the year 1436, of
which the following is the ah-onlff lfs‘:m}cﬁ ;1—_-“ Itt is amh{;.:‘em?“nﬂd
ordained, that gif any man in a burgh be fund in a tavern, s
or ale ﬂﬂop, a:l;tlg: thre strike of nirie hours, and after the bell tlﬂ?ﬁ
shall be runging in the said burgh, the alderman and bailies s

RS L o, ., o e, o o e,

* Hect .éurf. lib. v. L x.
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sm in the King’s prison; the whilk gif the alderman and
:ﬁiﬁo not do, thagshﬁll pay for ilk time they be fund culpable
ghillings.” In the sixteenth century, as we find from
Monryson,* though Public-houses do not seem to have existed, the
facility with which, under an Open Trade, fravellers could obtain
ale or wine, produced quite a sufficient harvest of inebriety. In
the following century, however, a new agent, or rather the old agent
concentrated, and intensified mn potency—whisky—is added to the
Caldron of Mischief. Intemperance then progressed with increasing
impetus, and threatened to overwhelm the morality ﬂ.nd religion of
the nation. Kirkrox, after noting the death of the Sixth JamEs,
A.D. 1625, points out the effects of the amazing religious reformation
which marked that era, and the noble stand which the Church made
against drunkenness and profaneness. He then adds (referring to |,
A.D. 16390—1649) : “This seems to me to have been Scotland’s high
noon : the only complaint of plain people was, that the Governmentt
was go strict, they had not liberty to sin. It was thus the Taverners
complained their trade was broken, the people were become so sober.”
Unfortunately, however, no security was taken for the future. The
high enthusiasm, on the one hand, could not be transmitted to the
second generation, while, on the other, they did not crush the nest-
eqq of fie Traffic, so that in due time it became a monster as before.
Warmed into life by custom and appetite, instead of being prosecribed,
the Traffic gradually grew into power by creating the old demand.
Frerceer, of Saltoun, in 1698, gives a deplorable pieture of the
mulfitude of drunken, ¢maisterful beggars’ who infested Scotland,
showing that plenty, rather than want, fed intemperance then as
now. *‘They rob many poor people who live in houses distant from
any neighborhood. In years of plenty many thousands of them
meet together in the mountains, where they feast and riot for many
days ; and at country weddings, markets, burials, and other the like
public occasions, they are to be seen, both men and women, perpetually
drunk, cursing, blaspheming, and fighting together” (Works, p. 100).
In the last century, the town council of Glasgow issued a proclama-
tion containing the gist of various Aects of Parliament against
profaneness and vice; which, as regards drinking, consisted chiefly
of “fines,’” very properly varying with classes—viz, £20 Scots for a
nobleman ; 20 merks for a baron; each gentleman, heritor, or
8, 10 merks ; each yoeman, 40s.; servant, 20s. Scots ; while
ministers forfeited a fifth of their annual stipend. While deploring

- .

* He says, in 1508, that “ courtiers, merchants, and conn
addicted to intémperaoce. T did never hear that t.ha*_!.: have any Pu llgﬁgﬂgﬁﬁf 1 ;:';Hn:

anging out, but the better sort of citizens brew Ale, their usual drink, which will

istemper a stranger’s body, and the same citizens will entertain travellers,” In ST
LING iliere is 8 curious registerof the Kirk Session, entitled  The Ovigin of the Ten
*o'clock Bell, February 6th, 1613, The brethren of the kirk aggrais and givis their fall
¢ con=ent to the ordinance of the town councell, commanding that na person be sain
‘upon the gaitis (streets), nor drunkand (drinking)in tavernis, il houses, nor no
‘ utner housis, at any time after ten hour is at evin; and the whilk aoe bell is appointed
:I;‘?m H;n r:rilat:ﬁfw advertisement, besyed uther advertisements be the knok (clock), and

+ [t matters not to our argument whether {he Church or the State did the work.
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the vice, indeed, the government had been facilitating the sale of
that which creates it; and for the sake of a petty revenue, had, in
Slﬂﬂtllﬂﬂd and Ireland ﬂ-]jllﬁ, fﬁtﬂ-u:'j" allowed not U'ﬂlf the sale of
whisky in Public-houses, but in Grocers’ shops, Toll-bars, and other
places. In 1750, it is noticed in the celebrated Letter of a Highland
Pﬁyﬂ'iﬂiﬂﬂ,_th&t the habits of drinking are producing such an effect
on the Highlanders, that they are not to be distinguished in their
constitutions from the Lowlanders, who are already enervated by
whisky. A recent article in Blackwood's Magazine gives a frightful
icture of Scotland in the last century, as regards Intemperance in
th the higher and middle ranks. The farmers kept a barrel of
whisky on the spigot, for all and sundry, and a cask of sugar beside
it, with a spoon in it. Of the distinguished statesman, Duncan
Forees, of Culloden, it is said that he was never sober, and so
drunk on the day of his mother’s funeral, the he and his company
were at the grave before it was discovered that they had left the
body behind !* With such facilities and examples, no wonder that
Scotland became notorious for drunkenness. The Memorials of
Lord Cockburn grapbically describe the state of social manners in
the days when claret was sold in the streets of Leith at 6d. a jug.
The people, however, were not eminent for their sobriety. *‘Nothing
was more common than for gentlemen who had dined with ladies,
and meant to rejoin them, than to get drunk. o get drunk in a
tavern seemed o be considered as natural, and as if nothing but the
intended consequence of going to one.” The Edinburgh judges were
accustomed to drink port wine in open court, carefully mixing with
water, ‘“till at last patience could endure mo lomger, and a full
bumper of the pure black element was tossed over, after which the thi
went regularly on. The strong-headed stood it remarkably well, but
‘it told plainly enough upon the feeble. The ermine was never
absolutely intoxicated, but it was cerfainly sometimes affected.”
The following Resolutions, adopted by the inhabitants of Lean-
HILLS, in public meeting, after the famine year, are extracted from
the Edinburgh Magazine, April, 1760 :—
¢ 1gt. That the malt distillers have been the principal cause of
the immoderate use of spirituous liquors, which has been found by
experience highly detrimental, not only to the health, but also to
the morals of mankind, especially to the laboring part thereof, 1t
being productive of all kinds of debaucheries, drunkenness, indolence,
and, in fine, the very enemy of social happiness. _
‘““2ndly. They have, ever since they came to any height, been a
rincipal cause of the famine, while such immense quantities of the
%est food, designed by the bountiful hand of Providence for the
subsistence of his creatures, have been, by them, converted. into a
stupefying kind of poison, caleulated jor the sure, though slow,
destruction of the human race, and, therefore,

B

* Choamb in his Traditions of Edinburgh, relates of a party of Ladies 60 yeuars
ago, m:?'?lguui?g’ ]l.mma in ﬂ:lelmmnlighl, nnd miﬂhkmg the shadow of St Giles's Church
for & stream across the High-street, they took off their shoes and waded across.
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¢grdly. We are firmly resolved, in order to prevent their bane-
ful influence, to discourage, to the utmost of our power, by all public
methods, that pernicious practiee, being determined to drink no
spirits so distilled ; neither frequent, nor drink any liquor in, any
Tavern or Alehouse, that we know sells or retails the same. .

¢ Need we urge any arguments, O countrymen, to prevail with
you?! Do you not remember the pinching condition of the poor,

ressed in the most moving manner by their pitiful complaints,
and snot behold with indignation the mouths of these voracious vultures
opened again.”

In Sir JouN Smvcrair’s collection of Statistical Surveys (1791),
the Clergy describe the habits of their parishioners as most melan-
choly to contemplate, induced by the temptations of the Whisky
shop. Oneof them says of Whisky—** a beverage which seems only
fit for demons,”—another affirms that it has *‘contributed more
than all other modern luxuries to destroy that spirit of contentment
and industry—that sobriety and decency in manners—which formerl
characterized the peasantry of Seotland.” In Glasgow and Edinburg
especially, the unimpeded progress of crime betrayed some baneful
agency at work, which was no less seen in the frightful harvest of
imsanity, nearly threefold that which obtains in England. In1818,
according to a return of the Clergy, the lunaties and idiots numbered
4,600. Allowing for a few unveturned parishes, the proportion
would be 24 to every 1000 of the population ; whereas, in England,
we had but one in 1250 ; thmztgllzj now 1t has risen to one in 780.
The Statistical Survey (vol. v. p. 189), notes that ** The excessive
and increasing use of Spirituous Liquors amongst the lowest ranks
of the people is justly to be considered as a great cause of this, as
well as other disorders.”

In 1812 the population was 1,834,465, and the quantity of spirits
entered for Lome consumption was 1,681,524 gallons, at a duty of
8s. per gallon. This gives 0.86 of a gallon each. In 1821, with
the reduction of duty to 6s., the stringent enforcement of the excise
laws, and the nearly total suppression of illicit distilling, the con-
sumption reached to 1.14 gallon per head. From that period to
lBéﬂﬂmth a cheap duty of 3s. per gallon, it rose to nearly 24 gallons
per head; but from 1841 to 1851 the increase nearly quadrupled
the increase of the population.* The duty did not explain the whole
%haen-:rmena.; other, more serious facilities had come into full play.
By an unfortunate reading and decision of the Court of Justiciary
n 1833, the ‘Home Drummond Act’ of 1828, designed to repress
Sunday drink selling, became impotent. The publicans became a
privileged class—free to sell inflaming spirits, while other citizens
were imprisoned for selling needful food! The legal check was

. -

e r

* The duty was 7s. before 1822, and was then reduced to 9
- » 3. 10d. -
é‘ﬂj‘.;’.,“;“?,;’ﬁé‘;“ Egﬁﬂﬁgﬂ ]'Tﬁaﬂﬁmf ni:&;ahu:%pnon followed, riuiggaf?:?g:? 96'3’53&
) 000 i - In 1820, the number of Barrels of ‘chay
:I;Hh duty was—of strong beer, 118,723 ; of smail beer, 247 443, mﬂuﬂélut}a 3?:1‘!: ]:a
1 per hend for the whole year. {“'ﬂ note, then, that nefther cheap beer, nor small
eer facilities stop the use of whisky., Why showld sour French wines?
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removed, and ‘the flood-gates’ were opened wider. Crime and
pauperism kept pace with the Traffic. Gaols became overcrowd
and poor's rates rose from £150,000 in 1841 to £574,000 in 1851.
Thoughtful people and careful people equally grew alarmed. The
Temperance advocacy had been fermenting, unheeded ‘‘the
substantial class who overlook those foolish notions” (§ 38); but the
still small voice of Truth was now enforced by the inexorable

of the tax-gatherer.

Enquiry unmasked the real cause of the evil. Crime was attri-
buted to Ignorance by shallow publicists—as if there had been some
cloud of it suddenly let down during the preceding ten years! Buf
the prison returns for 1848 for ever shattered that hypothesis, by
showing that out of 3,630 prisoners committed, only 696 were
uneducated. That is, the prisoners classed as educated were three
to one against the uneducated—and these chiefly Irish or strangers.
Education and moral and religious training had not prevented crime.
The new Poor Law was blamed for increasing rates—politicians
seeking out any cause imaginable, rather than acknowlege the
palpable one before their eyes; but a meeting of delegates from all
parts, held in Edinburgh, speedily dissipated the fallacy. In land-
ward parishes, as well as in towns, drunkenness was shown to be the
root of both these growing social evils, and the minds of the intelli-
gent veered at last to the right point of the compass. The nobility
and gentry formed a society for the suppression of drunkenness,
chiefly directing attention to the lessening of the facilities for drink-
ing, since police acts had been evaded, or only negatively enforced.
. Attempts were made to legislate, but ‘the trade’ had influence
enough to defeat these first efforts of the association. In 1853,
however, a national agitation was got up. The late Joserr Huums,
M. P., moved for a return showing the comparative drunkenness of
different cities, the publication of which excited much controversy,
and tended to elicit the temper and tendencies of local combatants.
In the midst of the strife, the Edinburgh Total Abstinence Society
startled the country and the churches by announcing a fact which it
had carefully ascertained, that upwards of 40,000 visits were paid to
the Edinburgh public-houses every Sabbath! The Scotch Public-
house Bill of 1853 was the embodiment of these various agencies
and interests, which, though differing in other things, unanimously
concurred that drunkenmess, fed by the facilities for cbtaimng
drink, was the curse and calamity of the nation.* The bill coped
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* The “ Forbes Mackenzie” or “ Lord Kinnaird " Actreceived the Royal Assent on
the 15th August, 1853. Amongst its other provisions, it enacls that in Scotiand no
grocer shall be nliuwed to sell spirits, or give a glass of wine or spirits, to be consumed
‘on the premizes. No confectioner or dealer in provisions or eatables of any kind shall
receive olicence to sell wines or gpirits, to be consumed on the premises. Every inn
or hotel, having four sleeping apartments, shall be prohibited from supplying any,
excepting lodgers and travellers, with wines and spirit before eight in the morning
‘or after eleven o'clock at night ; and no such house shall be allowed to supply] either &
publie or private nt;ﬁ;:er ]Jm"r.ir or ball with wines or spirits later than eleven p.m. No
such public-house shall be allowed to supply a townsman with wines or spirits during
any part of Sunday, nor shall a lodger be permitted toinyite a friend to any mealwhere

wines or spirits are required.
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with this evil, not by introducing any new principle, but by
re-establishing the old law of Scotland, and by a more rigid applica-
tion of the leﬁﬂ equality of citizenship. It made all trades equal—
placing the seller of drink on the same level with the seller of dress ;
and it withdrew from those whom experience had branded as a
socially-destructive class, a privilege of Sunday sale which it granted
+0 no other class of traders.

Another recent governmental measure has done good service.
The duties on spirits having been equalized in Scotland and England,
has inereased the price as regards the former country. Now mark
the effect ! First, we have a gratifying decrease in the consumption,

tallying with our expectations :—

. For the four years ending 1st of July (1851-4), the average con-
sumption of whisky was 6,914,308 ons, and of foreign spirits
264,053 gallons—a total of 7,178,361. For the year ending July
1st, 1855, the consumption was, of whisky 5,991,870 gallons, and
of foreign spirits 228,661 gallons—a total of 6,220,651 gallons ;
showing a total decrease of 957,830 gallons. The average number
of bushels of malt for the four former years was 4,015, 236—the last
year 3,268,101 ; a decrease of 747,135 bushels.

Second, we have a still more gratifying result in the decrease of
crime, and its kindred evils,

In Edinburgh, offences against property have decreased 25 per
cent, namely, from 5668 in 1852, to 4263 in 1855—that is, there has
been reported of such offences just 1405 less in that city. While
crime has increased 8 per cent in England, under the Berkeley Beer
Bill, the Twenty-first Annual Report of the Inspector of Scotch
Prisons announces a decrease of crime amounting to nearly 3000,
or a seventh of the whole. This is a curious coincidence, as springing
from the prohibition of the Traffic one day in seven. The figures
are as follow :(—

1854, Prisoners, including re-commitments ...... 23,212
1855, Prisoners, " o sssse 201828

_ Decrease in one year...... 2,884
Whatever cant, then, a portion of the press may indulge in, asto
the impossibility of ‘making men moral by act of parliament, it ig |
quite clear from this history, that governments may not only do |
much, by ill-judged allowance and licence, to debauch the morals of |
a people, but also, by wise repression, or total prohibition of noxious '
agencies, do very much to promote the best interests of a nation,

§ 39. Next turn to our unhappy sister country—IRELAND, where |
the freedom of sale in wsquebaugh has inflicted THore mischist than
in any other part of the United Kingdom, ageravated, perhaps, by
the excitable character of the people, and the absence of intellectual |
! ani anqlq.i culture,laa Elestmﬁ]ing forces,

: spirit was early distilled from fermented corn (black oats), in
‘Il'ﬂl?m'%p and known by the striking popular name of %‘Hifﬂﬂﬂﬂ, rom
Ibmla, madness, and ‘ceann,” thehead. Madness-of-head indeed !
n the reign of Philip and Mary, the government, not yet blinded
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by custom, regarded its manufacture as a sinful and erous
dﬁsi:-ru-::rti‘nn of the food of the people, and passed an a;ii.n ?op ity
suppression. (3rd and 4th Ph, et. Mar. cap. 7.) The Lord Deputy,
Sir JouN Px@nor, during a vigit to Galway, addressed the co -
tion ““touching reformation in the commonwealth,” commanding
“‘ that a more straighter order be taken to bar the making of aqua
vite of corne than hitherunto hath been used, for that the same is
a consumation [consuming or destruction] of all the provision of
corne in the commonwealth;” and ‘‘that the aqua vite that is
sould in townes ought rather to be called aqua mortis, to poyson
the people, than to comfort them in any good sorte; and in like
manner all their byere.”* The testimony of Captain Jostas Boprey,
in his curious description of a visit into Lecale, County Down,
A.D. 1602-3,1+ and of Fynes Morvsox, the Historian of Ireland,
as to the same period, may be accepted as conclusive evidence of
the prevailing vice of intemperance, and in connection with what
may be styled an Open Z'ragfic. MorvsoN says:—‘ At Dubli
and in some other cities, they have Taverns wherin Spanish an
French wines are sold; but more commonly the Merchants sell them
by pints and quarts in their own cellars. (The usquebaugh is
preferred before our aqua vitee, because the mingling of raisins,
fennel seed, and other things, mitigating the heat, and making the
taste pleasant, malkes it less inflame.) These drinks the English-
Irish drink largely, and in many families both men and women use
excess therein: but when they come to any market town to sell a
car or horse, they never return home until they have drunk the price
in Spanish wine, which they call the King of Spain’s danghter.”
The act of Philip and Mary, however, arrested the common use of
whisky, so that, as we learn from Sivr W. Perry’s Political Anatomy,
in 1672, the working-classes*had beer for their beverage. He, too,
complains of the excessive number of the public-houses.

40. The act of 3rd and 4th Philip and Mary (1656) recites,
¢‘ Forasmuch as Aqua Vitse, a drink nothing profitable to be daily
drunken and used, is now universally throughout this realm made,
and thereby much corn, grain, and other things, is consumed, spent,
and wasted, to the great hindrance, cost, and damage, of the poor
inhabitants of this realm,” ete.: proceeds to enact that none, save
Peers, gentlemen of £10 freehold, and Freemen, for their private
use, shall make aqua vite, without the Lord Deputy’s licence. This
act greatly influenced the national taste, by inducing the use of the
weaker and less perilous drinks, mead, ale, and wine ; and continued
go effectually to check the use of spirits, that, as agpem from the
first Excise account (consequent on the Act of 14th and 15th

Charles 11, by which a duty was put on spirits distilled under

certain regulations), a revenue was yielded in 1719 of only £5,585.
Unfortunately, in the reigns of Anne and the first Georges, a notion
prevailed among the Statesmen, of at once encouraging the

* Hardman's History of Galway. . “
4+ Descriptio itineris, Vide Ulster Journal of Archerology. Vol 1. p. 73, £
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of land in Ireland, and enlarging the revenue, through the manufuc-
ture of Spirits, to which is to be clearly traced that national
demoralization ‘which politicians are fond of ageribing to anything
but its real causes. :

Wise, foreseeing men, however, even then protested against the
evil. Dr MappeN, the founder of the Royal Dublin Society, in his
R%ﬂeaﬁam proper for the Gentlemen of Ireland, 1739, E)ropcans this :—

We resolve, as Masters of Families, that, as 1 we
¢ will contribute as little as possible to the excessive and destructive
¢consumption of Foreign Wines and Brandies.* As debaucht as
‘we are grown, many men can remember when we were as remarkable
¢ for sobriety, as we are now for rioting and drunkenness; when our
¢ ancestors, of the best families of the nation, used to have their
¢ wines brought in by dozens, and when sack and spirituous liquors
“were sold at the Apothecaries’ Shops for cordials to the sick. The
¢ T'averns indeed have long since taken that trade out of their hands,
‘but in return have brought them in ten-fold a greater one for
“their drugs—by increasing the number of patients, and what is
¢ worse, of distempers too. We are row grown to that excessive
‘extravagance in wine, and what is still more injudicious, in Frenok
¢ Wine, that we pay at the lowest medium, above £130,000 per
‘annum for our wine and brandy from France alone, besides large
¢ quantities of the latter that are run.—p. 64,

* What is most amazing in this epidemical madness, is, that there
“are few men of virtue or sense among us but rail at it, lament—
“and practise it—and gravely drink the prosperity of Ireland in its
“blood.’—p. 68. ]

Dr Sy, too, in 1745, objects that ¢“it may be doubted whether
the use of this liquor (whisky) by the common people, may not in
time contribute to the ruin of tillage, by proving a slow poison to
the drinkers of it.”+ Not only did it affect the national habit of
body and industry, but of course the character, increasing the pro-
clivity to turbulence and unreflectiveness, When Mr WarLgEr, the

‘Recorder of Dublin, was examined hefore the Privy Council, in

1803, he referred to whisky drinking as the occasion of the excitable
character of the population; and being reminded of its importance
to revenue, replied—“Of what use is that revenue, if it produces
an insurrection every 20 or 30 years ” The Government, however,

mwmmwu—wwmﬂ_ﬁmm‘_

* The Irish Magnates wonld not patronize the use of the valga ]
t beverage. Fo

Eim }ia@mnlrehj spread corrpption amoug them. The ful]%wi_ng is a]ndig?;f;gt'«
b ?'Iﬂl’bﬂbl, t‘;lth;' Furi?:- ﬂ;iglugn}ahad Irish writer meets a reference of a beggared squire
2 ?lﬂamaf e, .E us times’ when he invited his neighbors to broach and drink-up

* Glorious times to beggara nation, {0 prostitute ublic honor i i

i and priv.
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t dncient and Present State of Waterford ; by C. Smrrm, M.D. 1746,
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seduced by the prospect of revenue, and the Landlords by visions of
rent, gave fatal encouragement to drinking, What was the conse-

uence ! The number of gallons of Home-made Spirits which paid-

uty in 1729 was only 150,000 gallons, but the amount had risen to

600,000 in 1755. In consequence of distillation being prohibited
- from March, 1755, to September, 1759, the next five years’ average
- was diminished to 323,067 ; but the restriction being removed, it
-sprang up again to 600,000, until, by gradual increase, it reached,
in 1795, no less than 4,000,000 gallons, With this increase the
importation of Foreign spirits had kept pace, rising from 439,150
gallons in 1729, to 800,000 gallons in 1795.  The population had
only doubled in that period, but spirit-drinking had increased eleven
fold, giving an annual average of 2} gallons of spirit to every man,
woman, and child in the country.* An increase of crime, and a
corresponding corruption of morals, were quite visible throughout
the whole kingdom, and which penetrated all classes. In cities, the
change from orderly and industrious mechanics, to dissolute and
riotous combinators, was no less deplored than the reckless and
barbarous spirit which had come over the peasantry. In 1760,t a
petition was presented to Parliament, urging *‘That the lower
classes of the manufacturers in Dublin were rendered dissolute and
idle by the low price at which spirits were retailed, and the increase
of dram-shops 1n the city,” on which a Committee of the whole
ouse rasnﬁ:ed, ““That keeping up spirituous liquors, at a high

. price, would greatly contribute to the health, sobriety, and industry
. of the common people.”t The Parliament, however, was as reckless
as the people, and two practical motions to impose the highest rates
of licence, and to enquire into the character of those applying for
the licence, were negatived. Four years later,f the Corporation of
Sheermen and Dyers of Dublin present another petition, setting
forth the decay in the silken and woollen manufactures, amidst the
augmenting wealth of the city, and expressing their alarm at the
daily increasing number of shops for the sale of Spirituous Liquors
where the manufactures were carried on, ‘‘whereby a ready oppor-
tunity is offered to the journeymen and servants concerned therein,
to make too free a use of spirits, who are thereby frequently ren-
dered incapable for a great part of their time from following their
occupations, fo the manifest injury not only of themselves and their
‘families, but of the public”—and expressing a fear ““that if a speedy
stop be not put to this growing evil, several very valuable manufac-
tures will be lost, and the greatest poverty and distress, with many
other evils, introduced amongst those who ought to be our gghea
and defence.” The Woollen Manufacturers,|| in another petition,
set forth “‘the decay of trade, as the working people are become
idle and dissolute: and as they do not work half their time, are

» Mo other article of luxury had increased in the same proportion, so that it cannot
be explained by the inerease of general wealth. it
“w ¢ Irish Commons' Journal, vol,vi. p. 204, ¥ Ibid, vol. vii. P. 307=310.
8 Irish Commons' Journad, vol. ¥ii, p. 307, 308,310,
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under the necessity of entering into unlawful combinations to
enhance the price of labor, which prevents petitioners from bringing
their manufactures to market on proper terms.” Even the Corpo-
ration of Brewers complain8 ‘¢ That the consumption of Spirituous
Liquors has been daily increasing beyond all conception or belief,
20 the infinite prejudice of trade and manufacture, the health, sobriety,
and morals of the people.”* The Weavers of Dublin also set forth
their concern at the prodigious increase in Spirit Shops, whereby the
temptation is always before them to the too free use of spirits ; that
they, in consequencey seldom work on Monday, but enter into com-
binations to make good their sloth and extravagance. ¢ That the
spirit of industry, decency in dwelling and apparel, which formerly
obtained amongst them, being almost-eradicated, and in place thereof,

Ith and nastiness in every circumstance of life, with an unbounded
dicentiousness of manners, which have produced the most dangerous
riots and disorders.”

These petitions, after being discussed in a Committee of the whole
House, occasioned the following resolutions, which distinetly exhibit
the magnitude of the evil :—

1st. That the consumption of Spirits amongst the lower classes,
had grievously increased in the City and county of Dublin. ,

2nd. That the number of Dram Shops had increased so much, as
to become the greatest nuisance,

3rd. That the decay of our Manufactures is principally to be
attributed to the too frequent use of low priced Spirits by the
workmen.

4th. That all the riofs and combinations, of late so frequent, are
to be attributed to the same cause.

oth. That many murders which of late have been committed,
are to be attributed to the excessive consumption of Spirits.

6th. That it is the cause why the streets and hospitals are at
present erowded with incurable objects.

7th. That it has been of great detriment to the Brewing Trade
[the lesser evil of the two].

8th. That it appears fo the Committee, that the most effectual
measure [then] in their power to restrain the progress of the evil,
would be to increase the amount payable for licences [i.e. lessen
the number of licensed dealers], and to be careful in taking recog-
nizances from Spirit dealers.

Still, for the reasons assigned, nothing was done. Patriotism
and morals were postponed in favor of the more pressing, yet fal-
lacious, interests of rent and revenue. This generation has seen
the issue of that detestable policy, in the famine and the exodus.
The wind was sown, and the whirlwind has been reaped—let us hope

: : : B P
that the terrible teaching will stand ourselves and other nations in
the stead of bitter experience! A new and brighter future is pos-
sible to Ireland ; but the dregs of the old intemperance and indiffe-
rence must first be purged out. If that be not done—if the old licence

* Irish Commons' Journal, vol. vii, p. 307, 308, 510.
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and distilling system be allowed to remain—they will infalli
arrest the career now open to her. %l dnfaliily

§ 41. In 1773, the question again:came before the House of
Commons. 1t was given in evidence that the operatives of Dublin,
formerly sober, industrious, and thriving, were become * an en-
feebled, wretched set of creatures, almost always intoxicated with
dram drinking.” Mr B. HoucnroN, in his examination before the
“Grand Committee of Trade,” refers to spirit drinking as one great
cause of idleness, riots, and tumults, and states that ** the people did
not seem to be the same race of people they were twenty years ago,”’*
Still, nothing was done: the Parliament talked, while Ireland
burned. In 1786, the Grand Jury of the city of Dublin, and in
Hilary term next after, the Grand Jury for the county, represented
to the House the injurious consequences arising from the unrestrieted
sale and consequent excessive use of spirits, praying for a law similar
to the English act of 1751, to remedy the evil; though that law, by
the way, had only repressed it.t The language of those petitions
is very significant, “‘Idleness, lllnroﬂjga,cy, and outrages, are to be
attributed to selling spirits, which is, therefore, become a DANGEROUS
NUISANCE, and being authorized by law, can be corrected only by
the legislature...the temptation to indulge therein being offered in
every street, by the multitude of dram-shops and public-houses
licensed for this purpose, they soon become weak, diseased, and
disabled, unfit for labor, useless to the state, and burthensome to the
community, which [support], if refused, they endeavour to obtain
by theft or robbery...THAT NEITHER THE LAWS NOW SUBSISTING
for the suppression of vice, and the maintenance of order, nor the
authority and exertions of the magistrates, in enforcing those
Jlaws,—NoR AXY FUTURE LAWs that may be enacted for these good
purposes,—WILL HAVE ANY MATERIAL EFFECT, 80 LONG AS THIS
PERNICIOUS PRACTICE IS PERMITTED To EXIST.” Sixty-nine years
have passed away since these words were recorded, and yet it is only
now that the people of this country are waking up to the deep and
vital truth which they contain.

42, In March, 1788, Parochial meetings were held in Dublin,
a deputation appointed to wait upon the Lord Lieutenant (the

Marquis of RockiNaaaM), with a representation of the facts, and
praying him to ¢ devise such means as to his wisdom and humanity
shall appear most effectual, to suppress this universally acknowledged
source B_F almost every public &‘mf and certain obstruction of every
patriotic endeavour to promote the improvement, the civilizalion, the
industry, and general prosperity of the nation.” His Lords
devised a brief acknowledgment of the truth of the representation,
declaring that he would be happy to contribute, by every means in
his power, to the suppression of a practice the source of almost
every public evil—and then went to dinner, :

Nothing being done, however, the Grand Jury of the county afmn
petitioned parliament. In 1790, the High Sheriff and Grand Jury

et i e e

* Journal of the Irish Commons, vol. x, p. 43, Appendix.  + Ibid, xii
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antvof Roscommon followed the same course, aseribing the
ﬁg’ :oﬁ:ha gw price and facility of obtaining spirits, and to cheap-
f licences. -

mf': ‘i’fﬂl, the House of Commons was again induced to consider
the question, and a Committee came to the Resolution * That the
number of ons empowered to retail spirits should be greatly
diminished,” ete.* Certain Acts were passed, encouraging the rival
trade of the Brewers. Grocers were prohibited from selling drams in
their shops, ete. The Speaker of the House, in his speech at the bar
of the Lords, March, 1795, and in an address delivered on present-
ing the Bills of Supply, which received the unanimous thanks of the
lower House, thus referred to the excellent result of even these
small measures, and at the same time enunciated a pregnant politi-
cal truth. After alluding to the increased prosperity and resources
of the country, and to some measures for decreasing the sale of
Spirits, he observes—*‘Satisfied, however, that those resources and
that prosperity cannot be permanent without an effectual attention to
the sobriety of the people, their morals and peaceable subordination to
the laws, they have, by an arrangement of duties which promises
also an increase of revenue, relieved the brewing [trade] from all
restriction of taxes, so as to give it a decided advantage over the
distilling, and thereby discourage the too frequent and immoderate
use of Spirituous Liquors, a measure which must conduce o sobristy,
tranquillity, and content, and under which the people, encouraged in
reg‘uga.r industry, and the consequent acquisition of wealth, must
feel the blessing” of good government.+

§ 43. Under the dark days that followed, from 1795 to 1800,—
days of rebellion at home and revolution abroad—this subject was
lost sight of, unhappily for the interests of all. The Acts which had
initiated so much good, were allowed to expire—discouragement to
the use of Spirits ceased—Grocers were again allowed to dispense
the fatal drug to women and families—and debauchery rioted and
reveled as before! WarsHe and WarrELaw, in their History of
Dublin,t furnish an appalling picture of Thomas-street, the termi-
nation of the great Southern and Western roads in that ecity :—

€¢It contains 190 houses, and of these no less than 52 were licensed
to vend spirits ; a poison productive of viee, riot, and disease ; hostile
to all habits of decency, honesty, and industry: and, in short,
destructive to the souls and bodies of our fellow-creatures. These
houses, open at all hours of the day and night, are scenes of increas-
ing profaneness and intemperance, which even the sanctity of the
Sabbath cannot suspend; and it is an undoubted Jact, that on that
day, sacred amongst Christians to piety and peace, more deeds of

* It is a proof how uneducated in Legislative History and Philosoph ezant
Rulersare, that with 80 striking historical a proof of tlfe evils of Ea;l_:; iiﬂcﬁrﬂ ﬂfa;r
should, in Mr Browx's recent Committee, have started out in favor of Open Trade in
strong drink, and required huge volumes of evidence to make them re inguish the

notion. Their attention seems to have been directed '
oystem than to its essentinlly parnicious influense. R o e, ac iUy

+ Irish Commons' Journal, vol. =vi. + London, 1818, vol. i. p, 616.
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profaneness, immorality, and disorder, are etrated in this vieini
than in the other six.  Intemperance, idlaness, and irreligion. afid
excellent materials for the designing and disaffected to work on, and
accordingly here was found the focus of rebellion,”

After the Act of Union, little notice appears to have been paid to
the ‘miseries of Ireland’ as they stand connected with the Traffic.*
The attention of the Imperial Parliament was absorbed by the long
and exhausting European war, leaving the enemy at home to
destroy at will ;—year by year Jis supplies were augmented and his
victims increased, until, in 1826, the consumption of Home-made
spirits had risen to the enormous total of 11,775,000 gallons !—
while that of beer, notwithstanding increase of population, had
diminished to 550,000 barrels in 1523,

Shortly after this period, the Rev. Mr Carr, of New Ross, in-
troduced the question of Temperance Societies, based upon abstinence
from distilled spirits. In Dublin and Belfast, several influential
men and philanthropists embraced the movement, which, if it did
not materially arrest the evil, directed distinct attention to it, and,
afterwards, as a convert to the more complete and consistent prinei-

le of abstinence from aleohol, whether distilled or undistilled, came

ather MaTHEW, whose influence, for some years, owing to a pro-
vidential conjuncture of circumstances, became a vast national fact
and blessing (§ 120.) Unhappily, however, the seed not being
extirpated, the crop of mischief is again growing up, and the distil-
leries are reviving once more,

44, ing four short years, however, of the first quarter of
this century, Ireland was exempted in some degree from the worst
evils of the Traffic. 'We refer to the years 1809-10, and 1812-13,
during part of which years the distilleries were stopped,t in conse-
quence of scarcity of corn,—partly owing to their destructive
operation, and partly to deficient harvests. This circumstance affords
another conclusive and independent proof of our proposition; for
while drunkenness and disorder lessened under the prohibition, it
again increased so soon as the restriction was removed. In 1811,
the following certificate was signed by Nar. Hoxg, the Lord Mayor,
and fourteen other magistrates of Dublin, and laid before the public;—

¢We certify that we have observed, that within the last twelve
¢ months there has been a deplorable increase of profligacy amongst
“the lower orders of the people in this metropolis and its neighbor-
‘hood, and this effect appears to us to have arisen from the very low
¢ price of Spirituous Liquors during the above period; and we are
¢ decidedly of opinion, that in proportion as a facility of intowication
“is afforded to the lower order of Society, the industry of ‘that Ela.aa
¢is relaxed, their health impaired, and their crimes multiplied.

* In March, 1815 (55th Geo. 1ir. cap. 19), there was l})uaed an Act to grant ceriain
dnties npon Licences for the sale of Liquors by retail, and fo discourage the immo-
derate use of Spirituous Liguors in Ireland, of which { x1iii. enacts, “.That no person
shall be deemed a Fictualler, Innkeeper, or Tavern Keeper, who shall not fu or
sell victuals to be consumed in the house of such person.”

+ By 48 Geo. 1L cap, 118, 49 Geo.111. cap. 7, 52 Geo, 111, cap. 47, and 53 Geo, 11X
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§ 45. Having shown how the facilities of getting spirits tempt to
their use, and di milder and less noxious beverages, we can
now refer to another incidental proof of our proposition. - It appears
from the Fifth Report on the Revenue (p. 316), that out of 60
excise districts into which England is divided, there were, in 1821-22,
not less than 38 in which not a single grain of English, Irish, or
Scotch Spirits had been consumed ; and that, in the entire of Wales,
where almost every Publican brews his own ale, not a single gallon
of British Spirits, and hardly a gallon of Foreign, had been intro-
duced. Tt is a mistake to suppose that the public will seek their
own ruin—they are ruined because the law sets up, or permits to
be set up, the temptations and snares into which they fall.

§ 46. The History of the Liquor Traffic in ENGLAND is not less

egnant with instruction. For many ages the Traffic was open
ﬂrﬂa, as in Scotland. As early as A.D. 995, however, an attempt
was made to restrain by law the evil of drinking, Taverns were
introduced in the 13th century: and very speedily manifested their
peculiar character. The business of a Taverner seems never to
have been held as ‘respectable,’ a fact which shows that it has been
always associated with immoral or low life, and always must be until
that which pollutes is removed. In the reign of Edward 1. (1285)
complaints were frequent; and it was enacted that Taverns should
not be open for the sale of wine and beer after the tolling of the curfew.
It is a pity so excellent a law should have fallen into desuetude; it
is much wiser than our late Sunday Bill. In the reign of Edward
11, only three Taverns were allowed in the metropolis. By the
reign of Edward vi. they had greatly increased. But the Taverns
were exclusive of Alehouses,* and indeed were designed partly to
prevent the rapid growth of these, which had become, under free
trade, nests of mischief ¢ to the common people,’ somewhat like our
Beerhouses. Strange! after the lapse of 350 years, ¢ Statesmen’
should revive and license that which, of old, had given rise to the
evils which compelled legal interference and surveillance. In the
11th Henry vir (1497) an act was passed ‘¢ against vagabonds and
beggars,” which contains a clause that empowers two Justices of the
Peace ‘to rejecte and put away comen ale-selling in townes and
¢ places where they shall think convenyent, and to take suertie of the
¢ Keepers of ale-houses of their gode behaving, by the discrecion of the
¢ seid justices, and in the same to be avysed and aggreed at the tyme
€ of their sessions.’

47. In the reign of Edward vi. Taverns were denounced by Act
of Parliament, as the resort of evil-disposed persons, and the cause
of “muche evill rule.” The preamble of the Act states that they
were ““newly sctte uppe in very great noumbre, in back lanes, corners,
and suspicious places within the cytie of London, and in divers

ﬁmmmwm

* Ale conners (kenners, knowers, or tasters) were officers appointed in those days, to
sea that the Ale (deemed a necessary of life with brendﬁma of due g'uqﬂity,? not
adulterated, weakened, or spoilt. They counld also fix the price. They had to present
all defaults of Brewers to the next Court Leet, Tha Brewsters' Sessions seems an
outgrowth or development of this proceeding,

el T I ——
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other tounes and villages of this realme, ” the 6th Edward
glﬁbﬁg we learn t]}a.t ¢ Intolerable hurts MB.‘!FMHME! to the ﬂum'm::_

wealth, doth daily grow and increase through such abuses and
¢ disorders as are had and used in common Als-houses, and other
¢ houses called Zippling-houses;’ and in the Act of which this is
the recital, penalties were lovelled against those permitting tippling
in their houses. TIn the following year there was passed “jn Act
to avoyd excess in Wynes,” and which limited Taverns to towns
and cities; allowing 40 for London; to Westminster, 3; York, 8;
Bristol, 6 ; but to every other town only 2. The next important
Act of restraint, fifty-four years later, was pointed against those
tndulging in the vice. James 1., on his accession, virtually fostered
this vice, by passing laws which encouraged the increase of ﬁnﬁgﬁ-
houses, so that he had shortly to pass enactments for the punish-
ment of drunkenness!* The 2nd James 1t (1604) has an admirable
preamble, showing what the ancient Parliaments deemed the true
use of a Pusric-HousE, and of what we now paradoxically call their
conductors—* Licensed Fictuallers.”t It says :—* The ancient, true,
¢ and principal use of ale-houses was, for the lodging of wayfaring
¢ people, and for the supply of the wants of such as were not able,
§ ‘EF greater quantities, to make their provisions of vietuals, and not
¢ for entertainment and harboring of lewd and idle people, to spend
¢ their money and their time in a lewd and drunken man ner.” And
we may add, not surely as Traps for ensnaring the young, the sober,
or the simple—which they now demonstrably ave.

The 4th James 1. furnishes as clear evidence of the ingffectual
character of the Licensing system as the last Blue Book of Parliament,
It shows the evil to have become prevalent and unabated, at least
materially, by simple restrictions; declaring that ‘the odious and
¢ loathsome sin of drunkenness is of late grown into cominon use, being
* the voot and foundation of many other enormous sins, as bloodshed,
¢ stabbing, murder, swearing, fornication, adultery, and such like, to

» he visit of the bibulous King of Denmark to his sister Anne, the wife of
Jam?an!i Ei:l.lluuﬁ Hanri¥cTow t-ast.gﬂes that * the conduils in the J_rtr:-,ei!:: ran with
wine. The' Ladies abandon their sobriety, and are seen to roll about in intoxication.
The gunpowder fright is got out of our heads, and we are going on hereabouts, asifthe
Dmn'f were contriving every man should blow himself uj; by wild riot, excess, and
devastation of wine and intemperance.” (Nugae dnfiguae.

¢h, what was an accident (wine, ete.) has become the essentinl, and, as the
fﬂﬁuﬂnt,:gnwi]l show, the I-'icmal'ﬁug&ms become an accident—and a diffioulty!

“ywHAT ARE PUBLIC-HOUSES FOR?

“ gip — ¥ I received at the hands of Yorkshiremen (Lam ashamed to tell
it) ﬂiﬂﬁaiﬁiﬂ‘eﬂﬁiﬂe me aeriauﬂlz onder the aboye question, and caused me to
ask, Where are owr Inns? After a har Eu{u travel, I came to two small villages close
together, between Helmsley and Kirby Moorside, called Nawton and Beadlam, and
heing worn out, I went to one of the public-houses in the &ymea mentioned, and
aftor having something to drink, ordered supper and a bed. 1o my Burpti;;.m -
they had taken the money formy glass of gin, I was coolly and quietly inform l;
could not have supper and bed. I of course made my exil. I then went to the ﬂd ar
two honses in the two villages, One of them took my money for my Higquor, and irsade nii
in the same style. The other were not goneto bed, but would not open thewr wﬂa -
wanted then fifteen minutes to ten o'clock, and I was morethan :.Eu-t.gfn wiles e
home, and pn foot, and & moor road. A TBAVELLER.

Easingtwold Chronicle, September, 1855,]
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¢ dishonour of God and of our nation, the overthrow of many
‘;?;;gr;fw and maﬂtﬁl trades, the disabling of divers H{Grkﬂﬂﬂﬂ: ﬂ_ﬁd
“the general impoverishing of many good subjects, abusively wasting
the good creatures of God.’ Intoxication was then made punishable
by a fine of 5s., or confinement in the stocks for six hours; and th:a
first offence of *‘remaining drinking and tippling” in a person's
own neighborhood, by a fine of 3s. 4d., or confinement in the
stocks,—the fine being increased to 10s. for the second offence,
and to find recognizances for future good behgwmr. These Acts
being hitherto temporary, were made ‘gﬂ?fﬂﬂ-ﬂﬂ in 1625, by another .
which extended them to persons not then inhabiting to © tipple.’

Nevertheless, these statutes failed in their ostensible object. The
licensed Sowers spread broad-cast their seed, and the rank weeds of
drunkenness and debauchery of course sprang up. Fresh laws were
enacted, giving the Justices increased power—Excise-officers and
other machinery were brought into éﬂayma.nd a disability to sell beer
for three years was imposed upon offenders against the laws, which
seems to have been about as effectual as our modern sham of © sus-
pending’ the licence ! ) ;

§ 48, During the reign of Charles 1. the complaints against
Ale-houses were loud and frequent, In 1623, the Lord Keeper
CoveENTRY, in his charge to the Circuit Judges, says :—

‘T account Ale-houses and Tippling-houses the greatest pests in the
€ kingdom. Igive it you in charge to take a course that none be per-
¢ mitted unless they are licensed, and for the licemsed alehouses,
“let them be but a few, and in fit places...If they be in private corners
“and ill-places, they become the den of thieves—they are the public
¢ stages of drunkenness and disorder. Let care be taken in the choice
“of Ale-house keepers, that it benot aﬁpﬂinted to be the livelihood
‘of a large family...In many places they swarm by default of the
¢ Justices of the Peace, that set up too many: but if the Justices
“will not obey your choice herein, certify their default and names,
“and, I assure you, they shall be discharged. I once did discharge
¢ two Justices for setting up one Ale-house, and shall be glad to do
“ the like again upon the same occasion.” *

If we must have Justices, pity we have not a Lord-keeper to look
after them! All attempts to check drunkenness in this reign by
merely regulating its causes, naturally ended in disappointment.
Intemperance was a prevailing vice during the Commonwealth era,
and had earned for England the title of ‘The Land of Drunkards.”
The evil Emw rampant, even amidst much sterling piety, and not-
withstanding faithful denunciation from the pulpit, showing that
tho best intended endeavors must be frustrated, if they are not
based upon a correct conception of the evil and its causes. At the
London Sessions, however, in 1654, an effort was put forth in the
right direction, for it was ordered that “‘no mew licences shall be
granted for two years.” One wonders that the thought should not
have arisen, Why revive the old licences, if the new ones are to be

i o,

* Howell's State Trials, vol. iii. p, 835.
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smothered in the shell? A cockatrice in ovo is not worse than
fully hatched. 1 <y
§ 49. Bad, however, was destined to become worse, when the
restraining influences of the Commonwealth were witﬁd.mwn, and
a corrupted court and gentry, who had become intemperate on French

Wines, set, as D FoE says, the example of caressine the beastly |
vice.  After the reabora.tini:, when th::.Eb King's healebemme thg :

distinction between a * Cavalier’ and a ‘ Roundhead,’ drunkenness
began its reign, and it has reigned almost forty yen.rs.,” There was,

a8 is usual now, Parliamentary ¢a?k in abundance, but only the |

absurdest remedies. Complaints were made that the vast consump-
tion of French Brandy, interfered with Home distillation (as if that
werea blessing ) ; whereupon, Charles gave permission to a Comp

to distil Brandy from wine and malt. Here was deposited the germ
which, ultimately, had well-nigh wrecked England upon the rock
where Sweden now is. She was started upon a sea of disaster,
which, as we have seen, ended so fatally for the interests of Ireland,
where the same policy was adopted.

After the Revolution of 1688, commercial relations with France
being interdicted, any person was permitted to set up a Distillery, on
giving ten days’ notice to the excise, and paying some trifling duties.®
Here we had free trade with a vengeance, with no restriction save
that of a fiscal nature, such as our present tea licence. The effect
was what might have been anticipated. The business of Distilling,
especially in London and Westminster, increased and flourished,
but the people faded and decreased. Health, good order, and
morals, were so visibly refrograding, that it now became needful to
pass other acts to check the operation of the former. By the 12ith
and 13th William 111, part of the preceding act was repealed, and
all persons were prohibited from selling spirits by retail, without
having first obtained a licence, like that for the sale of ale.

§ 50. Very frequent alteration in the sgirit-}gws took place after
this time ; sometimes based on fiscal, and sometimes on social con-
giderations. Indeed no one subject has given Parliament a hundredth
part of the trouble which the system of Licensing and Regulating
the Traffic has done. The 1st Anne (cap. 24) permitted tradesmen
whose principal dealings were in other goods, to sell spirits by retail,
without a licence, provided they did not allow tippling in their shops
or houses. The 2nd George 1. imposed a duty of £20 on the retail
" licence to sell spirits. Spirits became cheap, gin being 6d. per quart—
and debauchery and degradation pmgresse&“ﬂt"ﬁﬁ alarming pace. As
the Penny Cyclopadia observes, ‘“‘a mew and most pernicious ele-
ment in the compound of mischief produced by publie-houses, sprang
into existence.” + A clause was introduced into the 2nd George 1r.
placing Spirit dealers under the same regulations as . Publicans in

* Parliamentary History, xii. p. 1213.

+ The Middlesex Magistrates, in 1725, report that in TLondon and Enuthwnr‘i:._ thera
were 6178 places “ wherein geneva, or other strong waters, wero sold by reutj.'lll- 4 Yet,
they add, tﬁough giving & proportion in some districts of one to every Sﬂ??}i_f _jl-_l!ﬂ:
there is * regson to believe the report is very farshortof {he trae number.™ -

b ———
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¢Licences.” After reciting the ¢inconveniences’ arising
ffaﬂ ;zmgns being licensed to keag inns and common ale-houses
by justices living at a distance, not being truly informed as to the
occasion or want of such inns, ale-houses, and victualling-houses, or.
the character” of the persons licensed, the act provides that no
licence to keep an inn, ale-house, or vietualling-house, or to retail © strong
waters,’ should be granted but at a general meeting of justices of the
division. The act was evaded, by reckless persons hawking colored
spirits, with other names, about the streets, and exposing them for
sale in wheelbarrows, and on bulks, sheds, or stalls. An act was
passed expressly prohibiting this, and suppressing all ¢ Brandy
shops.” The 6th George Ir repeals the £20 licence, and!
imposes a penalty of £10 upoh the retail sale of spirits, except sold'
in dwelling-houses ! This shuttlecock legislation a vain attempt
Wﬂa_:&m&n, 0 raise a revenue by the sale of spirits,;

i estroying the health and morals of the community.
Coming after so many encouragements to drinking, this provision.
was not likely to be very serviceable. FVirtually, it left the sale %
open, by making every householder into a Publican, and, as SMOLLETT
remarks, ‘‘without making any regulation for preventing the
excessive use of such liquors.” Lord CrormMoNDELEY describes this
measure as extremely injurious; the poor being restored to their
liberty of getting drunk as usual, did, like men set free from gaol,
make a most extravagant use of it Under this open trade, gin was
consumed, with an intemperance more resembling a tribe of savages.
than of civilized people. The Parliamentary History of the period*
records the fact, that signs were publicly hoisted, * Drunk for 1d. ;:
dead drunk for 2d. ; clean straw for nothing.”

§ 51. Things had reached such a pass, that in 1735, the Middlesex:
Magistrates, in quarter sessions assembled, petitioned Parliament in-
these terms :—

¢ That the excessive drinking of spirituous liquors was debauching
“ the morals, and driving into vice and wickedness, the lower orders
“ of the people.

‘Tha.’h_@iﬁz‘s were sold by persons of all descriptions, by which
‘means journeymen, apprentices, servants, etc., were drawn in to
¢ taste, and by degrees to like, approve, and immoderately to drink
“thereof; thus destroying the health, morals, peace, and strength of
¢ the lower orders,” ete.t

.. This petition being referred to a Committee of the whole House,
16 was resolved :—

s “That the low price of spirituous liquors is the principal induce-
ment to the excessive and pernicious use thereof,

: d:s That in urdgrbtﬂ prevent this excessive and pernicious use, a
couragement be given thereto by a duty t i iri

£'gold by wetetl gl Yy a duty to be laid on spirits
“ That the selling of such liquors be restrained to keepi

_ 1 _ persons keeping

public brandy-shops, victualling-houses, eoffee-houses, ale-houses,

e

v U# Yol xif, p. 1213, + Maitland's History of London, p. 350,
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¢ innholders, and to such Surgeons and Apot) ' shall

Cof it by wa’y of medicine only.”* .
HocarTH’S celebrated pictures of ‘Gin Lane’ and ¢ Beer

are scarcely any exaggerations of the state of social morals whi

now prevailed in the purlieus of London.

The legislature, at last, seeing the frightful demoralization that
was following the policy of former parliaments, appeared resolved
to annihilate the Traffic in gin and strong waters, The fault, how-
ever, lay in the want of progressive preparation for that final result,
*most devoutly to be wished’; since the Governmental power must
never be strained too far, nor exerted too suddenly, without a moral
power to sustain its tension. The 9th George 11. (1735-36) ennctadi

that Spirits should not be sold in less than two gallons without a
Licence, for which £50 was to be paid; and that 20s. per gallon
should be levied upon Gin.t

_ Here was a prohibitory law in effect, antagonizinginstead of ex

ing the wishes of the people, but with fatal facilities of evasion,

'« and totally devoid of the Maine-Law Machinery for making it

effectual—viz. the simple destruction of the liguor. The act came
in force, Sept. 29, 1736, and produced vast excitement. The popn-
lace of London, Bristol, Norwich, and other towns, honored w.

they called the ‘death of Madame Gin’ with formal ‘funeral?
Froceaaiuns, whereat many of her devoted admirers, male and
emale, got ‘gloriously ) The distillers took out Wine

\liuenaeﬂ, nﬁgﬁd.ww-ﬂ-—fm sale, under a new
name; while drams were sold in the ran'ﬂjr*ﬁﬁ?gi“,“imdar the quaink
appellations of ‘Sangree,” ‘Tom Row,’ ‘Cuckold’s Comfort, ¢ Parlia-
ment Gin,” ¢ The Last Shift,” ‘Ladies’ Delight,’ ‘King Theodore of
Corsiea,” ¢ Cholic-and-Gripe-Waters,’ etc.—this last reminding us of
a similar evasion of the late Scottish Public-house Act, practised
for a while in Glasgow, where some ;ﬂﬁriats sold on the Sabbath,
colored whisky under the title of” ¢ Cholera Mixture’. Tord
CuormMONDELEY said, on the part-of | vammﬁ that the law
exposed them to rebellion, and that they had information of its
being designed; but by parading the troops in the dangerous loeality,
they had probably prevented riot and bloodshed. In March, 1738,
a | tion was passed to enforce the Aet, and to protect the
efforts of the officers of justice. In this matter, the government at
least had more spirit and sense of duty than in our days of Beer-
bills and Hyde Park mobs, if not more success. The consumption
of spirits in England and Wales rose from 13,500,000 gallons in
1734, to 19,000,000 in 1742, and there were within the bills of
mortality more than 20,000 houses and shops in which gin was sold
retail. As might be expected, Informers became objects of
popular hatred, and were hunted through the streets. Of course,
the more respectable Traffickers abandoned the proscribed business,
which fell into the hands of reckless and disreputable men, who set

* English Commons Journal, xxii. pp. 582, 556.
+ See Debate on Sir Joseph Jekyll's motion. Chandler's &ist , vol. ix, p: 153,
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ht the provisions of the law. = ““Within two years of the
a{;sgilégaf the .e!u:ﬁ » gays the historian,* “though 12,000 persons had
IEeen convicted of offences against it, it had become odious and
. contemptible; and policy, as well as humaui{%; forced the commis-
- gioners of excise to mitigate its penalties.” e government relin-
: quished the fruitless contest. .
.~ § 2. Memorable debates took place in Parliament (those in the
! Upper House were especially remarkable for the enunciation of
' sound principles and noble sentiments), and the obnoxious Act
- amderwent some modification. On February, 15th, 1743, the Lords
yead for the first time, a Bill “For repealing certain Duties on
Spirituous Liquors and on Licences for retailing the same,” which
+was ordered a second reading, and the Lords to be summoned. Tt
imposed a small duty per gallon at the still-head, and the licence
was to cost but 20s., which was to be granted only to such as had
Licences for selling Ale. Some one in the debate, talked of curing
drunkenness by penalties. Lord Harvey asked—‘“How can the
laws be remembored in the heats of drunkenness 7”7 A motion was
made to call Physicians to the bar of the house.t The Brsaor oF
Oxrorp said—**The increase of the sale of distilled spirits, and the
propagation of all kinds of wickedness, are the seme. 1 should think,
my Lords, that Government approaching its dissolution, that was
reduced to submit its decrees to their judgment who are chiefly
accused of the abuse of these liquors...The eflect of the law was
not less than any one who foresaw such opposition might reazonably
have conceived. In this city [ Westminster] alone, there were before
the commencement of that law 1500 large shops in which no other
trade was carried on than that of retailing these pernicious liquors,
in which no temptation to debauchery was forgotten, and, what
cannot be mentioned witout horror, back reoms and secret places
were contrived for receplacles of those who had drunk till they had lost
their reason and their limbs, Those that follow this trade under
restraint, would pursue it more diligently if that restraint were
removed. As to false informers, the sword of justice shonld have
been drawn against both, nor should it have been laid aside till both
species of wickedness had been exterminated. When, my lords,
was any design of great importance effected without diffieulties? It
18 difficult, without doubt, to restrain a nation from vice; and to
reform a nation already corrupted is still more difficult: but it is |
the duty of government to endeavor them. It has been found by l =
experience, that nothing can vestrain the people from buying these | |
Liquors, but such laws as hinder them from being SOLD.”T Lord Tatsor \ |
accused the government of laying poison in the way of the people,
establishing by law a practice productive of all the miseries to which

i o - e e

* Tindal's Continuation of Rapin, vol. viil. pp. 358, 388, Edition of 1759.

4 Mr PorTER, in_his * Progress of the Nation,” cannot understand why Physicians
ghonld have been called before the House, It was wi i i ity i
- ppeckegbibedara i s e with the view of placing spl.nt_u in

% Timberland's History and Proceedings in the House of Lords. (1743, vol, viii)
G
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human nature is incident.. The BisHoP oF SALISBURY was: sarcastic.
‘_‘:1?4;: prevent the excessive use of anything by allowing it 0 be sold
without restraint, is an expedient which the wisdom of noformer agh
ever discovered.” The Bill was read a second time, Feb. 21. Lord
HzrvEey, on that oceasion, observed: ‘“Asit is the quality of this
malignant liquor to corrupt the mind, it likewise destroys the body...
Drunkenness not only corrupts men by taking away those restraints
by which they are withheld from the perpetration of villanies, but by
superadding the temptations of poverty—temptations not easily
resisted even by those whose eyes are open to the consequences of
their actions, but which will certainly prevail over those whose appre-
hensions are laid asleep, and who never extend their views beyond
the gratification of the present moment.... Instead, therefore, of
promoting a practice so evidently detrimental to society, let us oppose it
with the most vigorous efforts; let us beginouropposition by opposi
this bill, and then consider, whether the execution of the former
law shall be enforeed, or whether another more efficacious can be
formed...No man, unacquainted with the motives by which sena-
torial debates are too often influenced, would suspect that after the
pernicious qualities of this liquor, and the general inclination among
the people to the immoderate use of it, had been proved, it could be
afterwards enquired, Whether this universal thirst for poison ought to
be encouraged by the legisiature ¥’ Lord LoNDsDALE said : *“ In every
part of this great metropolis, whoever shall pass along the streets,
will find wretchedness stretched upon the pavement, insensible and
motionless, and only removed by the charity of passengers, from the
danger of being crushed by ecarriages, or trampled by horses, or
strangled with %lth in the common sewers ; and others, less helpless
perhaps, but more dangerous, who have drunlk too much to fear punish-
ment, but not enough to hinder them from provoking if...No man can
pass a single hour in public places, without meeting such objects, or
hearing such expressions, as disgrace human nature,—such as cannot
be looked upon without horror, or heard without indignation, and
which there is no possibility of rmmuiﬂ%ar reventing, WHILST THIS
HATEFUL I1IQUuoR Is PuBLIicLY SOLD...These liquors not only
infatuate the mind, but poison the body; they not only fill our
streets with madmen and our prisons with criminals, buf onr
hospitals with cripples...Nor does the use of spirits, 1ty lords, onl)
impoverish the public by lessening the number of useful an
laborious hands, but by cutting off those recrunits by which its natural
and inevitable losses are to be supplied. The use of distilled liquors
impairs the fecundity of the human race, and hinders that. increase
which Providence has ordained for the support of the Wﬂrld.wTﬁnllia
women who riot in. this poisonous debauchery are quickly disabled
from bearing children, or, what is still more destructive to general
happiness, produce children diseased from' their birth, and who,
therefore; are an additienal burden, and must be suppnﬂedﬂuou%];
a-miserable life by that labor which they cannot share, and must -
protected By thit commminify of which they cannot contributeto
the.defence.” The Bisuop oF SARUM nobly pleaded for the Young:

-
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«"he ofildren, my lords; to whom the affairs of the pregent gerera-
ﬁ;ﬁﬂtwﬁ’nﬁymm and by whom the nation must be continued,
ave surely no ignoble part of the public. They are yet innocendt,
and it is our provinee to take care that they may in time be virtuous;
we dught therefare to remove from before them those examples r.ha.f'mf ect
and those temptations that corrupt them.” Lord HerVEY replied to
countér-pleas in a speech full of the most dignified sarcasm.
«Whoever shall be so far touched with the interest of the publicias
to extend his enquiries to the lowest classes of the people, will find
somtie diseased and others vitiated,—he will find some imprisoned
by thieir creditors, and others starving their children,—and if he
traee 41l these ca'amities and crimes to their original cause, will find
theme all to proceed from the love of distilled liguor...It 1s our fortune
to be witnesses of 'a new discovery in politics ; we may congratulate
ourselves upon being contemporaries with those men who have
shown that hangmen and halters are unnecessary in a state, and
that ministers may escape the reproach of destroying their enemies,
by tneiting them to destroy themselves. Almost every legislator of
tlie world, my lords, from whatever original he derived his authority,
hiag exerted 1t in the prohilition of such foods as tended to injure the
fiealtl, and destroy the vigour of the people for whom he designed his
mstitutions...The prohibition of those commodities which are instru-
mental to vice, is not only dictated by policy, but nature ; nor does
it indeed require much sagacity, when the evil is known, to find the
proper remedy; for even the Indians, who have not yet reduced
the art of government to a science, nor learned to make long
harangues upon the different interests of foreign powers, have yet |
been able to discover that distilled spirits are pernicious to society ; |
dand that the use of them caw only be Rhindered by prohibiting the
SALE. For this réason, my lords, they have petitioned that none
of this delicious poison should be imported from Britain : they have
desired us to confine this fountain of wickedness and misery to our own
countryy, without pouring upon them those inundations of de-
bauchery” by which we are ourselves overflowed. ¥ When we may
e gent with justice to learn froni tle rude and ignorant Indians
the first elements of civil wisdom, we have not much right to boast
of our foresight and knowlege; we must surely’ confess that we
hawe litherto valued ourselves on our arts with very little reason,
sitieé-we have not learwed how to preserve either wealth or virtue,
eitlier' peace or commerce.” Not the least remarkable of the
apf:aﬁeﬂ elicited ﬂlfasﬁtha.t' of Lord CHESTERFIELD.

. tmxury, my lords, is to be taxed, but viee prokibited. lst the
difficulty in the law be what it will Would }?’G{; lay a tax upen a
breach of the ten commandments? Would not such a tax be
wheked and seandalous? Would it not imply an indulgerice to all
thoss' who could pay the tax? Vi, my lords, is not properly to

S e e

* The same petition has recently bheen presented by the Hindoos to the Fnglish
riimient aid the Fast India Company, prayifg for the Prokibition of the argt‘mk

which, as theyobServe, are coin, i i , T e
cotifertad upon tlieﬁ'i.'; Fg*t;a :1’511 E'iﬁ;} revn#HES bloskingeof: Inw endiolvH it
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be taxed, but suppressed; and heavy taxes are sometim

means by which that R can be attaimed Luxu?;]ﬁ ntﬂﬁ
which is only pernicious y its excess, may very properly be taxed,
that such excess, though not unlawful, may be made more difficult.
But the use of those things which are simply hurtful in their own
nature, and in every degree, is to be prohibited. N one, my lords,
ever heard, in any nation, of a tax upon theft or adultery, because
a tax implies a licence granted for the use of that which is taxed, to
all who are willing to pay for it. Drunkenness, my lords, is univer-
sally, and in all circumstances, an evil, and therefore ought not to
be taxed, but punished. The noble lord has been pleased kindly to
inform us that the trade of distilling is very extensive, that it
employs great numbers, and that they have arrived at exquisite skill ;
and therefore the trade of distilling ought not to be discouraged !
Once more, my lords, allow me to wonder at the different concep-
tions of different understandings. It appears to me that since the
spirit which the distillers produce is allowed fo enfeeble the limbs,
vitiate the blood, pervert the heart, and obscure the intellect,
the number of distillers should be no argnment in their favor: for
I never heard that a law against theft was repealed or delayed
because thieves were numerous. It appears to me, my lords, that
really, if so formidable a body are confederate against the virtue or the
lives of their fellow-citizens, it is time to put an end to the havoe, and
to interpose, whilstit is yet in our power, to stop the destruction. So
little, my lords, am I affected with the merit of that wonderful
skill which distillers are said to have attained, that it is, in my
opinion, no faculty of great use to mankind to prepare palatable
poison ; nor shall I ever contribute my interest for the reprieve of
a murderer because he has, by long practice, obtained great dex-
terity in his trade. TIf their liquors are so delicious that the people
are tempted to their own destruction, let us at least, my lords,
secure them from the fatal draught, by bursting the vials that
contain them. Let us crush at once these artists in human
slaughter, who have reconciled their countrymen to sickmess and
ruin, and spread over the pitfalls of debauchery such a bait as
cannot be resisted !”

The Bill passed, however, by a vote of 82 against 56—the Bishops
of Canterbury, Asaph, London, Norwich, Gloucester, Oxford,
Bristol, and Salisbury, and Lords Stanhope, Aylesford, Beaufort,
and Gower, ranking amongst the dissentients. A Protest, containing
the following passage, was signed by Lords Sandwich, Chesterfield,
Talbot, Bristol, Halifax, Haversham, Alesbury, Bedford, Oxford,
and Ward :—

““We apprehend, -that if an act designed to remedy such indispu-
table mischiefs, was not found adequate, the wisdom of the
legislature ought to have supplied its defects, and not have rescinded
it by a law authorizing the manifold calamities it was calculated to

revent,”
g § 53. Did the relazation of the law improve the condition of
things? Let us see. In 1750, the House of Commons was inun-
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i itions, representing the consequences of the people being
mﬂ?ﬂﬁm nf’ spgﬂ'ﬂ.* The petition of the Lord Mayor and
Gorporation of LoxDox, states, “that the common and habitual use
of spirituous liquors by the lower ranks of people, prevails to such
a degree, that it destroys the health, strength, and industry of i:?m poor .
of both sewes and all ages, inflames them with rage and barbarity, and
oceasions frequent robberies and murders in the streets of the Metro-

olis.” The petition from the Minister and Churchwardens of St

artin’s, WESTMINSTER, recites that in consequence of the low price
of spirits, their use has become excessive—‘‘the substance of the
people is wasted—idleness and disorder have taken the place of
industry—and robberies and murders are committed under their
influence.” The petition from BRrisrow states, *‘ that the bad effects
of spirituous liquors have become apparent in the destruction of the
habits of the people—corrupting their mqra.ls, and rendering them
incapable of manly employments "—reducing them to poverty, and
hardening them to the commission of crimes of the ulmost enormity.
That of the Merchants, adds—** commerce was injured.” These
erowds of petitions almost universally affirm that the great increase
in the number of Glin-shops, and the low price of the article, were the
causes of its excessive use amongst the lower orders.

On these representations, the House again resolved ** That it was
necessary to REGULATE the sale of spirits by retail.” Measures were
adopted for the suppression of smuggling, and the celebrated Tippling
Act was passed. Smuggling was very effectually checked, partly
by being made less profitable, and partly by the activity of the
Revenue Service. To understand the operation of this Act (24th
George 11. cap. 40), let us examine the Excise returns illustrative of
the effects of the previous legislation for fifty years.+ The quantity
of ‘low Wines’ (as spirits are technically called) distilled from
malted corn, had increased in the following manner :(—

In 1694...1,885,752 gallons. In 1734...8,244,982 gallons.
1704...2,017,200 1744...10,581,900
1724...4,708,867  ,, 1750...11,200,000  ,,

By Section 12 of the Tippling Act, no persons can recover for the price
of spirits sold in less quantities than 20s. at one time.f It contains,
also, a very significant provision, that Brewers and Distillors shall
ot interfere with licences, nor act as Justioes in the granting thereof.

* English Commons' Journal, xxvi. pp. 55, 84.
l?Ei Vide the Report of the Commissioners of Excise on Corn Distillation, 13th January,

+ It may be useful here to append the exact terms of the Publican's Licenca, It is
granted on condition that he “Do not wilfully or knowingly permit dronkenness or
other disorderly conduoet in his house or premisges ; and do not knowingly suffer any
unlawful games or any gaming whatsoever therein; and do not Enowingly permit or:
auffer persons of notorious bad character to assemble and meet together therein ; and.
do not keep open his honse except for the reception of travellers ; nor permit or suffer
any beer or other exciseable lignor to be conveyed from or out of his premises during
the usual honrs of the morning and afternoon divine service, on Sundays, Christmus
Day, or Good Friday, but do maintain gooid order and rule therein, and this licence ahall

continue in force from the Tenth Day of October next Lo
n next ensuing, aud no longer. / » until the Tenth Day of Odtober
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A751 the Excise returns exhibit the pleasing fact of a reduction i
¢ OE Wiﬁ': 2 fﬂhﬂeﬂ, to 7,022,000 gallons. £ Tt

1§04 The Act just noticed, by rendering spirits ‘less accassi
diC_% arrest 'f'h? fatal ¢ Ginﬂugnzi" Whigi?gwag spreading Jﬁhﬂm;;.
epidemic pestilence amongst the people of the large towns and cities
of the empire, and diverted the depraved appetite towards the less
pernicious article of Beer. Ale, the consumption of which had
actually decreased since 1693, now rapidly rose, until i¢ has become
a least a more predominant instrument of mischief (thongh perhaps
less injurious in itself) than the Spirits which it had disp
The cure thus wrought was only partial and comparative, mot
radioal—and therefore not satisfactory. This is confessed by an Act
of Parliament two years later—the 26th George 1. (1753), whieh
brings us nearer to the present system. This Aot, after dedlaring
former laws to be defective and insufficient, required the justices, upon
granting licences, to take the recognizances of the persons licensed in
£10, and two sureties of £5 for coop coxpuer, but restricted the
licences to those who produced a CERTIFICATE OF CHARACTEER from the
churchwardens and overseers, or three or four substantial inhabi-
tants, and to a period of one year from September, and provided for
notices of the licensing days.

§ bb. The extended history of this licence system precludes us
from following it further in its details, and subsequent slight medi-
fications. The duties on spirits were often altered during the mext
eentury, asthey have been within a few months, With what effeet,
a page from the history of a middle period must suffice to tell.

The Beport of the Select Committee of the House of Commons on the
Police of London, ordered to be printed the 11th July, 1828, states
(p. 7), that ‘to extended populations it has been suggested shoull
be added, the extremely low price at which (since the reduction of
duties) Spirituous Ligquors are now sold, and a general want of
employment and neglect of children.

“ The lamentable effects of the first are too apparent-to require
much detail of evidence or lengthened argument to support; buf
the justness of the hypothesis will be upheld by reference to the
vidence of a remarkably intellizent officer, whose duty requiresa

e
constant and accurate observation of what passes in the streets.

Viz.

[ “J’V’ha‘t effect has the reduced price of Gin had in your district —
I think there is a great deal more drunkenness. [ think it one of
the worst things ever done in the world.

‘Do you find there is a great deal more drunkenness among people
who are not thieves I—Most certain? The first days in the week
you will always find somebody drunk ; because there are few tailors
and shoemakers that will work on the first days of the week.”

And Sir Ricaarp Brsnig, the Chief Magistrate of Police, [in
his evidence, states that ““Simple lurcenies, felonies, and comman
assaults have increased to a very great degree ; burglaries have also
increased. I attribute thisto inereased population, want of employ-
ment, and, though last not least, cheap Spirits. Iam afraid fhat

PR S S L S S
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raved characters create the greater number of crimes, more than
ia:;:e want of employment. A great.deal is owing to the d:tm:ﬂ:an-
ness that every human being must observe in the streets since Gn
is so cheap. In thenevt Licensing Bill Lhope it will be looked to.?—

34, 33.

PP.,&.‘I'. the Middlesex Sessions, held on Thursday, 21st January, 1830,
¢« Mr SerseaNT BELL alluded to the increase of the consumption of
Gin as a dreadful and horrible evil. A year ago there were 125
inmates in the Middlesex Pauper Hospital, but now the number
was between 1100 and 1200, the increase being mainly attributable
to the practice of Gin drinking. Sir GEoreE Hampson said that
the Gin shops were now decorated and fitted up with small private
doors, through which women of the middle, and even above the
middle classes of society, were not ashamed to enter, and take their
dram, when they found they could do so unobserved. Sir RicHArD
Brrxie bore testimony to the dreadful prevalence of drunkennessin
the Metropolis: there were T2 cases brought to Bow Street on the
Monday previous, for absolute and beastly drunkenness, and what
was worse, mostly women, who had been picked up in the streets,
where they had fallen dead drunk; but while he deplored ‘the
enormity of the evil, he declared that it was difficult to: find any
remedy for it.”* All that is within the recollection of the writer,
who, ;though yet young, witnessed the effect of that unfortunate
measure, and has cut out these facts from the fugitive literature of
the day. The same accounts poured in from the most distant parts
of the kingdom. -

The rapid increase of Spirit-shops in Dueriy induced the inha-
bitants of St Mary’s parish to meet, in their vestry room, on the
30th December, 1829, and to enter into resolutions for the correction
of the growing evil.t Accounts from EpineuncH state, that ¢ the
consumption of Ardent Spirits has increased to an alarming excess,
as is manifest from the brntal spectacles of intoxication which are
daily seen in the streets of the city.”f And this striking aggra-
vation of an old evil resulting from the addition of the faeility of
cheapness to the facility already presented in the number and
wicinage of the dram-shops,

§ 66. In 1828 a general act to regulate the granting of Alehouse
liccnces was passed (9th George 1v.), which repealed all former
statutes on this subject. The following are the chief provisions of it:—

1. ““Lacences to be granted only from yaar to year, at a Special
Session of Magistrates; with power of applicant to appeal to the
Quarter Sessions in case of refusal of licence: and the refusing
Justices not to vote there,

2. ‘““Applicants for licence to affix notice of their intention of
applying, on the door of the house, and of the church of the parish
in which it is situated, for three prior Sundays, and serve a copy on
one:of the overseers and one of the peace officers,

“* Erornithe, Times of Jannary 25,1830, 4 Morning Post, Jangary 5, 1830,
ViREdinburgh Econing Courant, January 28, 1830, -
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_3. “In case of actual or apprehended tumult, two Justices ma
d:mctdimtkéa publican to close hI';a house; disobedience to be eaheamafl
as disorder.

4. ¢ The licence stipulates that the p'uhlica,u shall not adulterate
his ligquors, or allow drunkenness, gaming, or disorder; that he shall
not suffer persons of notoriously bad character to assemble therein ;

and that he shall not, save to travellers, open his h uring Divi
Service on Sundays and holy-days. i o P

5. '“Heavy and increasing penalties for repeated offences against
the terms and tenor of the licence; Magistrates at Sessions being
empoyered to punish an alehouse-keeper, convicted by a jury of a
third offence, by a fine of £100, or to adjudge the licence to be
forfeited.”

By the 2nd and 3rd Vietoria, called the Metropolitan Police Aet,
'operating within a circle of fifteen miles from Charing Cross, all
public-houses are to be shut on Sundays until one o’clock p.m.,
except for travellers: and publicans are prohibited, under penalties
of £20, £40, and £50, for the first, second, and third offences, from
selling spirits to young persons under 16 years of age. The same
provision now applies to every part of the country, and has been
followed with very beneficial results. *

R e

* The WiLson ParTex Act, of 1854, closed public-houses and besrshops on Sunday
from half-past two o'clock p.m. until six p.m., and from ten o'clock on Sunday evening
until fonr am. on Monday. During the few months of its operating, there was a
sensible abatement of drunkenness and disorder, as is testified by the returns from the
police, thronghout the country. We cite places by way of specimen, Warrington: “ A
most remarkable difference 15 observable in the general order which pravails throughount
tha town, o8 well as by the discontinoance of fearful affrays, and riotous conduoet.™
Liverpool: * The new Act,” says Mr Grerg, head-constable of the police, *has bean
attendad with the most beneficial results.”! London: Mr G. A'Breretr, magistrate
of the Southwark Police Court, in a letter to the Times, Jan. 8, 1855, says, * that on tha
Monday mornings befdre the Act, the busineas of the court was greater than on an
othar Yays, but that sinee, it bad only avereged two cases of drunkenness for eng
Sunda¥." In 1855, the Wilson Patten Act was superseded by the New HDeer Bill of
Mr Hexny BErggLEY, which extended the houar of closing to eleven at night, and gava
a little more freedom to the Traffic on the Sunday afternoon. The history of this
remarkable pioceof legislation is worth preserving, s 8 monument ofils author's —
character. In a speech delivered by him, at the second anniversary dinner of the
Licensed Victuallers' Association, Brisiol, reported in the Bristol Mercury, of Nov. 4,
1854, he eaid, that after Wilzon Patten's Lill had passed the second reading, he had
been waited on by a deputation, but that being the *eleventh honr, no snccessful
oppogition conld then be offered. He believed the words he used to the deputation
were, If nobody else comes forward I willhave a shy at it." This, it will be seen, was

ugt before the bill became law, and, therefore, befure it hnd gone into effect. Mr

EREELEY opposed it without trial, and stood pledged against it without regard to its
resnlis. On 1}19 20th Feb., 1855, immediately after the meetingof Parliament, My
BERKELEY, in his place in Parliument, enquired of the Government, whether they
intenied to do anything in reference to the act, and received a reply that it was not
their intention to reperalit. Mr BErxeLEY then recommended the appointment of a
select commitiee. 'Jf“hia created considerable division among the Publicans, who held
many meetings for discussion, at all of which Mr BERKELEY was recognized as their
experienced and taleuted adviser.’ (See the Daily News, April and May, 1856, and The
Era of 22nd April). On the 23rd of Aﬁru. s meeting of delegates m‘rapnmd', in The
Era of the 20th, to bave been held in Mr Painter's Public-house, Bridye-street, Weat-
minster, which resulted in the appointment of a deputation to consult with Mr
BengrieY, The deputation is reported to have waited on Mr BErELEY, in the
lobby of the House of Commons. * A long desultory conversation ensued, after which
Mr BerieLEY advised the delegates to confer among themselves, and to consider wall
the course which would be most beneficial for them to purane. He would Ifnwﬁr
a week his motion for @ Select Committce; in the meantime, it would be to the interest

——— e 2R
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& ve now to refer to one of the saddest mistakes ever
mf.i: %Yﬁgrhfegislature—une which has thrown back moral civili-
gation for several generations, m;d hindered the success of efforts
and circumstances of an ameliorating tendency to an extent beyond
all human calculation. It was perfectly legitimate to favor the
consumption of ale by way of weaning the people from the passion:
for gin, which possessed them in the last century, but to multiply
the facilities of drinking, already too large, and to plant these
facilities in rural districts, where the appetite for Spirits had net
been formed, was at once to originate a new curse and to aggravate an
old one.* Yet statesmen, professionally, ought to have known the
actual working of the Licensed houses.t Whenever that which
troubled Parliament most was enquired into—we mean the progress
of disorder and crime,—the evidence never failed to bring to view
the atrocities of the Traffic—the fons et origo of the national malady.
Take, for example, the evidence presented by the ‘Report of the
Select Committee on Criminal Laws,” 1819-20, as referred to in
the following passage extracted from the Quarterly Review, of
October, 1820 :—

‘ Public-houses are almost equally objectionable [with public

-

of the trade to hold meetings, and confer generally upon the most available course to
ue." Evantually, hiis advice was accepted, and on the 26th June, 1855, his motion
or a eelect committee was agreed to by the House—Mr Cobbett, the seconder,
remarking thatno legislation could be attempted that session. Mr BERKRLEY became
cdhnirman. The evidence received was, with one exception, Mefropolitan. The Juacts
deposed to were almost uniformly favorable to Wilson Patten's Act. The opinions
elicited, in some cases, against it. The evidenca sug&eatﬂ{l by the friends of the Act
was not taken. The enguiry was abruptly closed, on the motion of Mr CoBBETT. A
report was presented, which was avowedly incomplete,—~and legislation was immediately
roceeded with! As soon as the new Beer Bill had been thus precipitately earried
rough the Commons, it was hurried throdgh the Lords, the standing orders being
pot asids for the purpose. Mr BEmxkeLey is reported in the Morning Advertiser, of
4th Augnst, 1855, to have headeda deputation of Licensed Victuallers to Lord Granvills,
Prasident of the Privy Council, to secure his support for the measura. Indus course,
the bill became law. Since that peviod, Mr BERKELEY hus never dsfended hia conduet
a¢ public meetings. He has attended Licensed Victuallers' Meetings, and has sought
to claar himself from the strictores of the friends of Wilson Patten's Act, by speeches
rarely equalled for seurrility and conrseness,

* When we recollect the superstitious, becomse unenquiring, opinions then enter-
tained as to Beer and Ale, we can bardly wonder at this legislative blunder. Fyen
threa yemrs later, on the motion of Sir WiLLiay INGILEY for the repeal of the Malt
Duty, Mr Buckixewam, an ardent friend of Temrerance, characterized Beeras “a
cheap, wholesome, and nuéritious beverage for the laboring classes,”

+ There were not wanting, however, prophets of truth, even years befors tha '
era of the Beer Act. In 1516, the periodical entitled the Phihi‘{f&rﬂpiﬂ wmu:ﬂfiﬁlﬁl
public agninst the rock on which the Politicians finally struck i—“We are 15 o
means sure that if spirits were denied existence, you would not have as many peoplo
digposed for drinking as you have now, and as often guilty of intoxioation or g
Intoxication by means of beer is as pernicions fully, to both health and o aTe s
Intoxication by means of spirits. "We happen to know parts of the conntry whera it is
mot the tuste of the common people to indulge in spirituons liquors : but we can answoer
Jdor it that there 13 not, therefore, less intoxication than in other Places, We do not for
our parts believe that the prejudice in favor of beer—ihe abstird opinion univers ally
rooted in the minds ofthe ill.educated portion of the English people, famale not leas
than male—that beer is absolutely necesspry to anything like comfortable existence
and that almost the last dogree of misery conaists in b A

¥ h - [} H
not in some degree intoxicating, is ¢ grand cause of ing obliged to drink what ig

£ T} 1 !
which still lurks among them, and renders so many of them gﬂﬁaﬂ::?zei'af et ity

asks ns to repeat the experiment with cheap Wines instoad of o/,
it would seem, History does not exist. P ol eneap

" Mr OLIvEIRA
Iicers ! Forsoma,
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8], There are such multitudes of these, in town and co
pexpetually holding ont allurements to those classes of the mmmui t},’
who are ﬂ:lﬂ least able t-D;IEﬂiEf ,them, that ‘.ﬁhejr can be ﬁgﬁﬂgﬂ m'
no other light than as seminaries of iniquity, of which no principle of
political economy that we are aware, ¢an justify the continuance...It is
in them that time and money, which tradesmen and laborers can ill
spare, are spent ; domestic unhappiness created and increased ; bad
connections formed ; familiarity with crime established, and consent
too often given to become pmticipators in its perpetration, Tt is
there plans for the commission of crimes are usually prepared and
arranged ; and there the actors in them almost invariably assemble
after they have been committed. We entreat those of our readers
who are in possession of the Report of the Committee on Gaals, to
turn to the evidence of Dr Lusnixerox, printed at page 162, and
they will find proof of the encouragement and assistance which
public-houses lend to delinquents, of which, till then, they probably
had noconception. The scenes of depravity there disclosed reflect:
disgrace,on the licence system, on the whole police of London, and
excite wonder and astonishment that such deeds could be acted,

ight after night, without color or concealment, in any country
where criminal law exists, and social order is established. If the
multiplication and management of pubiic-houses really augment
misery and guilt as much as we have now suppesed, the good they
do to agriculture and the revenue by the sale of spirits is but a slender
eompensation for the evil they occasion. To connive at dissolute or:
desperate habits, because they may afford a temporary supply to an
- exhausted treasury, will be thought but a miserable shift for any
minister as long as any sense of right and wrong is left among us.
It has not even the merit of a word at all expedient, for private
vices, when traced through aill their consequences, will never prove to
be public benefits; and we believe no prodigal being ever disposed!
of his expectations so improvidently, as a finance minister who, for
any sum of ready money, virtually assigns the expectant virtue of
his country.’

Orerlooking all this, however, and the no less patent fact that
Beer as certainly intoxicates, imbrutes, and criminalizes its devotees
(f not as rapidly) .as spiritucus liquors, parliament attempted to
secure a cheap and unadulterated beer for the million by *° An Act to
permit the general sale of Beer and Cider by retail in England ”
(1st “William 1v.), of which the following are the most material
Provisions :— — 3

1. ‘That any houscholder desirous of selling malt-liquor, by retail,
jn any house, may obtain an excise licence, on payment of two
guineas, and for cider only, on paying one guinea. :
Egtlﬂ_!ﬁat_n list of such ,ligeucﬁ shall tbﬁ kept at the Excise office,
open te the inspection of the Magistrates.

Plﬂ ‘That the applicant must give a bond, and find surety, for the
peyment of penalties incurred. g
4. Renalty for vending wine and spirits, £20.
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5. In casesof ‘miot, Magistrates can command the closing of the

honses. :

6. Penalties for disorderly conducting of the house.

? g?rﬁn open  before {tfur @n., and to close at ten-p.m., rand
&ming;ﬂiﬁﬂﬂ.‘ﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂe on S“ﬂdfm and hﬁlj"-dﬂfﬂ-

ATIhis act, therefore, creates a new class of houses and landlords,
commonly called ¢ Jerry Shops’ and ¢ Jerry Lords.” The conge-
quences of this facility of obtaining licences, by a small pecumary
payment, and without the troublesome and expensive process neces-

%o obtain © A Licensed Victualler'’s privilege,” were a rapid

multiplication of ale-houses throughout the country, and the raising
up of an interest* which has hitherto pre'mn_te& the're eal of ;'hl;a
measure, and threatens to domineer over Parliament itself, through
b8 bers. '
1@311}#2111 and 5th William 1v., the preamble whereof xecites that
much evil had arisen from the:management of houses in tyhack ‘Beer
and CIDER are sold, it was enacted that each Beer Seller is to obiain
his annunal Bxcise licence, only on condition of placing in the hands
of the Excise, a certificate of good character signed by siv raled inha-
bitants of his parish (none of whom must be Brewers or Maltsters),
if in a town of 5000 inhabitants ; but the house to be one rated at
£10.a year. Thisact also distinguishes between persons who sell
liquor to be drunk on the premises, and those who sell it only to be
drunk elsewhere By a Treasury order, beer sold at, or under, 14d.
per gquart, may be retailed without licence. :

By the Srd and 4th Victoria, which amends the two preceding
acts, a licence can only be granted to the real oceupier of the house ;
and the rated walue to be £15, in towns of 10,000 inhabitants ; £11,
in towns of between 2500 and 10,000 ; and £8 in smaller places.
The hours for opening and closing within the metropolitan boroughs
are b.a.m. and 12 p.m. ; but 11 o’clock in any place within the bills
of mortality, or any city, town, or place not containing above 2500
inhabitants. In smaller places 10 o’clock p.m. . On any Sunday,
Good Friday, or Christmas Day, or any day appointed for a public
fast or thanksgiving, the houses are nof to be opened before one
o'clock p.m. Licensed Victuallers and Keepers of Beershops who:sell
Ale to be drunk on the premises, may have soldiers billetted on them.

§: 68. What has been the success of these last measures, so much
relied upon by politicians, and which formed the groundwork of such
glowing prophecies ;at the time? It really seems as if History,
mstead of being ° Philosophy teaching by example,’ had brought
forth her painful records merely to be ignored : nay, the truth is,
that the course of modern British Legislation has run direetly counter
to the clearest lesson which the history of the Traffic has taught us.
For 300 years, we have been attempting to regulate the yery foun-
tain- of misrule, and the failure stands confessed in the bulky records
andl Blue Books of Parliament itself.

i et B e o P SN

** Thera are 41,547 beershops, 'The Licensed Vie L
80,866, “Total, 191413, sENmAllannamtendaubinihve:sei,
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Three years after the Beer Shops were opened, viz. (in 1
select committee of the House of gcmmunal'}was aﬁpaintelfdto 'BBI?;I)]’.E:
into the ‘‘ Extent, Causes, and Consequences of the prevailing vice
of Intoxication.”. (§ 6.) This Committee, composed of some of the
most eminent members of the House, including the late Sir RoperT
PEEL, sat for upwards of twenty-one days receiving evidence. The
Official Report tendered a number of recommendations for repress-
ing the manufacture, importation, and sale of spirits, showing that
this national disease of drunkenness stood in need of sharp and
speedy remedies ; and that the administration of these remedies was
clearly within the province of the Legislature. One of the con-
cluding suggestions was to the effect, that the government should
advise and order ‘a public declaration of their determination to
. ¢ introduce early in the ensuing session, some general and compre-
. ¢ hensive law for the progressive diminution and ultimate suppression
“of all the existing facilities and means of intemperance, as the
“ root and parent of almost every other vice.” Unfortunately, this
challenge was not responded to, and the system of iniquity, under

the shield of law, has been permitted fo exist and extend its ravages,

until the disgraceful fact is recorded, by the last Committee on
Public-houses, of cne of our principal cities, in the year 1852, that
the number of persons actually taken into eustody by the police for
being found drunk and discrderly, is in the proportion of 1 to 20 of
the population.*

§ 69. In 1849-50 the Eart of HarRoWEY obtained a Committee
to enquire into the operation of the Beer Bill, before which evidence
of the most conclusive description was presented as to its demora-
lizing effects. More than 40 Chaplains of Gaols, both in manufaec-
turing and rural districts, give evidence, from which we here extract
only a few testimonies.

Rev. J. FieLp, of Reading Gaol, had ‘‘ ascertained by investiga-
tion, that about four-fifths of the offences committed by the
agricultural population, are traceable to beerhouses.”

Rev. W. C. Bisuor, of Northampton Gaol, was ¢ led to conclude,
from experience, that beerhouses, by increasing the temptation to
drunkenness, have greatly contributed to the increase of crime.”

Rev. W. Burter, of Nottingham Gaol, says: ‘‘ Beerhouses ope-
rate in producing crime by providing occasions, more numerous and
cheaper than otherwise would exist, for contracting drinking habits,
bad companionships, and directly criminal engagements.”

The Rev. Lewis Parce, Chaplain of Newcastle Gaol, says:
¢ Having closely interrogated each prisoner as to the cause of their
incarceration, has received answer (with one single exception), that

e

* Owing to abad system of describing and dividing crime in the country,ihe whole
ewil of Poliee Drunkenness (by no means equal to actual ﬂrunke:muns}. is not seen in
the retayns. When a man, for example, is excited, or * half-and-half "—and commits
an assanii—then he rauks nnder that higher class of offenders, though he also hulm:ﬁ:
to the other. Threefourths of all the assanlts and smhl:gmgcgsas should be added
those of drunkenness, in estimating its extent as a Public Nuisance. Inmany places

» the police take little notice of sinple drunkenness.

e
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it was the fggiﬁzy.a%funfﬂd in beershops for the indulgence of their

drinking P?‘Oj?ﬂ?-ﬁﬁﬂ. 2
The Lords’ report of the Beerhouses, that ‘a very large propor-

¢tion are, as in the case of public-houses, the actual property of

¢brewers, or tied by advances to them ; that they are notorious for

‘the sale of an inferior article; that the [absolute] consumplion of

¢ ardent spirits has, from whatever cause, far from diminished; AND

THAT THE COMFORTS AND MORALS OF THE POOR HAVE BEEN

¢ SERIOUSLY IMPATRED.’ :

§ 60. The Reverend Chancellor Rarkes, at a public meeting,
convened to consider the subject of Reformatory Schools for Juve-
nile Delinquents, went direct to the root of that question.

“ If it should ever be asked, as assuredly it would, how is it that
the parents in England are found deficient in those moral and natural
feelings which usually bind the parent to the child—that a country
which possesses the Bible, and boasts of religious privileges, is still
more backward than any other country in the world in the fulfil-
ment of its duties ! the only answer that could be given was, that
there was one prevailing vice among the lower orders of England,
which the legislature could and must meet, if it ever hoped to check
these evils. Something must be done to stay the awful curse of
drunkenness in this country. He appealed to his reverend brethren
around whether destitute children were not invariably the children
of drunkards? The vice of drunkenness had been encouraged and
fostered by repeated Acts of Parliament, which had brought the evil to
iis present pitch. He was old enough to remember the introduction of
the Beershop Act; and he had seen its effects spreading like a blight
all through the country; villages, which formerly were like the ereations
of romance—so beautiful were they—had become the scene of every evil.”

The Licensed Victuallers endeavor to make the beerhouses the
exclusive source of disorder and crime ; they did so, not long since,
at Bradford, when the indignant Jerry-lords were summoned toge-
ther, a few nights after, to protest against ‘the unfounded asper-
‘sions continually heaped upon their ealling, by the pseudo-moralist,
“by some portion of the local press, and by other partiss interested
‘in making beerhouses the scape-goat for the sins of the whole
‘nation.” We, at all events, will deal out most even-handed Justice
1%:: t]éie members of both the ‘Upper’ and ‘ Lower’ branches of the

raflic.

Mr RI BURDEN, Chairman of Quarter Sessions, at Durham,
says :—‘ Offences of violence and robbery sometimes stated to have
occurred in beerhouses; but as to their chief cause, drunkenness,
public-houses are equally to blame, As a Magistrate, can state posi-
tively that their influence is very pernicious. It is well known that
spirituous liquors are sold in beerhouses, though it is most difficult
to convict, their localities being out of the way of the police.”

4 The Rev. Georce Haxs Hamrrrox, Chaplain of Durham Gaol, °
-F‘!ﬂdﬂ that nearly all houses of ill-fame are beerhouses, and that
irits are sold in them, though the proprietor has no licence for so

oing.  Are preferred by persons who are given to gambling, etc.,
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Because fliey aré not =o' likely to be' disturbed by the police: Is
informed that keepers of beerhouses in towns are frequently receivers
of stolen goods. Has asecertained, from entries made in eaeh
that: of prisoners, 24 per cent’ are “mischievously drunk’ at the time
of their offenice; and that' the love of drinking was the cause of their
falling into erime, to' the amount of 81 Per oext. Considers that
half the'crime' of the county is' committed between Saturday after-
noon and Monday morning, and in’ these cases almost every offence is
directly or indirectly connected with public-houses or beerhouses.”

The Globr newspaper truly said, that ‘“‘the injury done by the
Beer' Act tb' the peace: and order of rural neighborhoods, not' to
mention dothestie happiness, industry, and economy,—had been
proved By witnesses from every class of society, to have exceeded the
evils'of any single act of internal administration passed within the
memory of man.”*

§ 61. In 1853, a select committee of the House of Commons was
appointed to examine into the system under which Public Housgs,
ete., are regulated, with a view of reporting whether any alteration
of the Law can be miade for the better preservation of the public
morals; the protection of the revenue, and for the proper accom-
miodation of the Publi¢; which sat for 41 days, examining witnesses
and eonsidering evidence, under the able Presidency of the Right
Hon. C. P. Vizuers (§ 29). The Report and Evidence form two
ponderous Blue Books. The chief points of the Report from the
Select Committee on Public-houses, July, 1854, are the following :—

1. The distinetions as to Licences lead to evasion of the law.

2. The distinetions between Beershops and Public-houses give rise
to unhealthy competition, under which both parties are drawn to
extreme expedients for the attravtion of Custom. DMr STINTON, a
Publican, says, ‘There is a great deal of gambling carried on in
Birmingliam, although the Police do all they can to put it down, If
the Vietuallers did not allow it, the parties would go to a beerhouse.”

3. Beer 1s seldom at the Public-ionge what it was at the Brewery.
A late Partrer in' one of the Metropoiitan breweries says:—‘Tt is
quitemotorious if youdrink beer at the brewery, and at a Publie-house
a little way off, you find it a very different commodity’ (4558).

4, The drinks are adulterated, as well as dugted. Mr RIDLEY,
who has under his management certain offices for the analysation
of aleoholic liquors, states that there are several recipes, such as * To
a'barrel of Porter [add] 12 gallons of liquor, 4 Ibs. of foous 1 Ib. of
salt; and sometimes fo bring a head up [and lay it down], a little
witriol, comtlus indicus, also a variety of things very minute’ (47TUC).
M. J. W. McCurroctr, analytical chemist, in 40 samples of Brewers®
beer, found 10} gallons proof spirit to every 100 gallons, but at
geveral of the licensed Victuallers supplied by those brewers, it did
not reach 7; and out'of 1560 samples; there was not one within. 20
per cent of the bréwery standard.

5 That Magistrates do not enforee the law, or very rarely.

6l <“The Beershop system Ras proved a failave. It was established
under $he belief that it would give the public their beer clieap and

e T S — NN PG e
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pare; would dissociats beer-drinking from drunlkenness, and lead to
the establishment, throughout the countiy, of a class of houses of
refreshment, altogether free from the disorders supposed to attend
exelusively on the'sale of spirits.” : Lo

7. The committes coneur in the statement of the Lords’ Reéport
on the Sale of Beer Act, that It was alvéady sufficiently notorious
that drunkenness is'the main cause of crime, disorder, and distress in
Fngland; and, it appears that the multiplication of houses for the
consumption of intoxicating liquors, whieh, under the Beer Act, has
risen from 8,830 to 123,306, has been thus in itself an evil of the
first magnitude, not only by increasing the temptations to excess, which
are thus presented at every step, but by driving houses, even thﬂﬁé
under the direct control of the Magistrates as well as others ﬂl'igina.ﬂy
respettable, to practices for attracting custom, which are degradi
to their'own character, and most injurious to morality and erder.”

8. That throughout the counfry ‘“the publicins are completely
inder the thumb of the Brewers.” Im Norwich, out of 566 licensed
vietuallérs, only 18 are free'to deal with whorm they please (1845).
At Lymm Regis, of 124, 100 arc tied (1867). At Ipswich, of 195
licensed houses, 102 belong to brewers. At South Shields, says Mr
Janres MaTHER, spirit merchant, 40' beerhotises and 120" licensed
victiiallers are all tied (9510).

9. The trade of a Publican'is looked upon as a peculiar privilege
(2923) ; but in proportion as the magistrates endeavor to keep down
the number of Publicchouses, does the number of beerhouses
increase. The hope of obtaining a licence increases beevshops.”’

10, ““It seems desirable that in futurs a higher rate of duty shall
be paid for a licence, and more stringent requlations enforeed, as to
character and sureties.”

11. Statistics of Intemperance defeetive. In the majority of pro-
vineial towns, the number of the police force is so small, that it is
impossible to take cognizimce of any chses of drunkenness not
connected with riot or disorder; whilst amongst the beerhouses in
rural districts, every house may have its cluster of drunkards, who,
for' drunkenness at least, are never included' in any return. The
E?grenﬁi before e;bhe Commiittee is sufficient to show that the amount
af drunkennesy'ts very much gréater than appears upon.

s ] q ppears uponthe face of ANY

12, There are beside [the 131,413 licensed houses in England and
Wales] many’ places where beer is sold without a licence. ¢ Some
of them, under cover of the law, permitting beer at 12d. a quart

: : P id. a quart to
be sold without licence, sell also porter and ale.” (6882), - ** At the
single town of Fazerey, there are about 30 honses that sell porter
ale, and beer, indiseriminately ; they are private houses, known as
‘Bush-houses,” from their having a bush over the door, as a sign to
their frequenters.,” (4838, 6840). At OrpHAM, there are from 400
o 500 sucl places, known there as Hush-shops, where they brew
their own beer, and have each their own known customers. At
Bolton, at Preston, and in Hampshire and London, similar practices
are more or less prevalent (3664, 3679),
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13. “The temptation is strong to encourage intemperan,
vast number of the houses for the sale of intomg;:gatiﬂg dginkscig:mani:
drunkards and the sure progress of multitudes to drunkenness.” “

14. ““Your Committee do mnot feel it mecessary to follow the
evidence upon the connection of intoxicating drinks with crime; it
has, d.u:ect.li or indirectly, been the subject of enquiry at different
times, and has been reported upon by numerous Committees of your
Honorable House, who bear unvarying testimony both to the general
intemperance of criminals, and the inorease and diminution of crime
n c_itree.t ratio with the inereased or diminished consumption of intoxi-
cating drinks...The entire evidence tends to establish that it is essen-
tial that the sale of intoxicating drinks shall be under strict super-
vision and control.”

15. ““The testimony is wuniversal that the greatest amount of
drinking takes place on SATURDAY NiGHT, .-.3,11::13T during the hours
that the houses are allowed by law to be open on Suxpay.”

§ 62. Here, then, by the last evidence of Parliament and by the
cumulative testimony of History, under varying conditions and
circumstances of trial, the Traffic stands condemned as essentially
mischievous and unchangeably dangerous. Regulation may repress,
but cannot extinguish, its evil issues. It is a Traffic—for reasons
explained—implacably hostile to the true interests of society, to
moral culture, to industry, and independence. Britain has tried—
and other nations have tried—rvestriction and réGulation,’ The
experiment has failed ; miserably failedl. Theé T¥aflic, in spite of all,
has outlawed law and defied #1itrol, and the Legislative restrictions
of the past have never done more than modify—leaving the vast
burden of pauperism and crime almost untouched, and acting as a
dead-weight and drag upon the chariot wheels of Civilization. For
half-a-century, with all the moral appliances of this wondrous
mother-age, we have been but beating the air, wasting in conflict
with a law-nurtured vice, that energy which, directed to positive
conquests of Knowlege and Humanity, would have carried us
onwards to an era of Peace and Power and Purity yet afar off. The
true illation from these facts of History seems to be, that the Traffic
which tramples upon law, and ministers to misrule, should i#self be
QurraweD and Proscrisep. Vices and crimes, and their certain
causes, should be prohibited. If Legislation, then, as we have it
on this matter, has pitiably failed, and 1s even now confessedly at a
dead-lock, the principle must be wrong. It is suppression, 10t
sanction, that we require; and it is, we believe, only in the light
of the Mave Law that our people and parliament will discover the
key by which to unlock that problem of pauperism, crime, and
taxation, now pressing so heavily and increasingly upon them,

113
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CHAPTELR IV.

¢ T AT WO CONSIDERATION OF PRIVATE GAIN, or PuBLICc REVENUE,
CAN JUSLIFY THE UPHOLDING OF A SYSTEM SO UTTERLY WRONG IN
PRINCIPLE, SUICIDATL IN POLICY, AND DISASTROUS IN RESULT, AS THR
TRAFFIC IN INTOXICATING LIQUORS.”

63, ¢ It is never doubted that the greatest earthly cwrse is the Sini
of Intemperance.”* What, then, must be the gmilt of the soul, that,
for private and venal ends, fosters and feeds a system which, in the
nature of things, spreads and perpetuates that prodigious viee!?
We have already piled proof upon proof, and advanced testimony
after testimony, to the very verge of wearisomeness, in illustration
of a fact so patent that all must. feel it—viz., that the Traffic in
strong drink is a traffic in temptation and seduection, which evermore
ends in the demoralization of the masses. As Mr Viiuiers, in his
Report to Parliament, suggests, the direet ratio of erime is the direct
ratio of the success of that trade,—or; in other words, the measure:
of the prosperity of the Traffic is likewise the measure of the people’s
misery. e do not stop to discuss: the varying degrees of meral
and criminal indifference, or of conscious gult, attaching to the:
characters of the Traders themselves ;—we do not care to distingunish
the ‘low’ from the ‘high,’ or the £8 house from the £50, or £500,
each adapted to ifs class ;—much less do we enter into any judgment:
of those intentions with which Publicans may be animated, or
Perdition may be paved;—ours is a plainer and more solvable pro-
blem—namely, what is the tendency, and therefore character, of the
Traflic as a whole, one and indivisable ?' By its fruits, we presume,
like all other systems, it must be known: if good, te be cherished;
if evil, to be cut down. The evidence adduced before the Parlia-
mentary Committee indeed, shows that the monster Brewers,—the
Barclays, Buxfons, Hanburys, and Meuxs—are the responsible
creators of some of the worst incidents of the Trafic. We refer
especially to that system of tyranny connected with the ‘tied houses'—
a system which necessarily incites to those extended frands of adul-
teration of which we hear so much, and to those discreditable artifices
and varied temptations to drinking whereof we hear too little. The:
higher the personal character of Capitalists may be, the more baneful!
is their influence when serving as a screen to the horrors of the

e et

* Thia is the language of the Birmingham J :
against the * Alliance, after the defeat of the Publioany f whe Tome Tan o (roder
H
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ocess which they are carrying on—no matter whether that process
g‘-lihﬂ breeding of slm:ea, or the setting up of beershops and Ea.?erm
that besot and brutalize a people. If none but dad men carried on
bad businesses, such trades would soon go out of fashion.*

§ 64. We summon our witnesses from the past and the present,
from Bar and from Bench, from pulpit and from platform; from the
busy town and the quiet hamlet; from the loom and the land; from
the riot and revel of the Gin-palace and the enforced silence of the gaol.

Dr Orver Goipsmita: ‘ Alehouses are ever an occasion of
debauchery and ewcess, and either in a political or religious light, it
would be our highest interest to have them suppressed.”+

ArTHUR Youse, F.R.8.: “ Multiplied Alehouses are multiplied
{emplations.” .

Sir WarTer Scorr, Bart., said in 1817 : “ There is a terrible evil
in England—the number, to wit, of tippling-houses, where the
laborer, as a matter of course, spends the overplus of his earnings.”||:

Rev. Rownaxp Hin: ¢ Public-houses, the bane of the country,
excite the strongest indignation in my mind.”§

A Leeps BrewEr: ‘I have had 30 years’ experience among that
body of menI[Puh]icaIm], as brewer, maltster, hop, wine, and spirit
merchant. have frequently said it was wrong to be bound to sell
such ¢rash as the unprincipled part of the brewers and merchants
Jorce upon them. I have seen and heard of all sorts of erime in these
houses. The old licensed victuallers are no better, as a body, than
the beersellers...If all public-houses were closed at eleven o’clock at
night, it would answer all the purposes [?] six days in the week ;
and on Sunday from one to three, and from six to nine. A great
number of honest, well-meaning men have to work, and go at night
to take a glass, from eight to eleven. J[n consequence of those houses
remaining open till three or four in the morning, they frequently
stop till one, two, three, four, going home at various times ; having lost
the balance of reason in liguor, they are misled by the dishonest and
profligate... An industrious man frequently goes into these houses
after work, with an intention of taking a glass or two, but in conse-
quence of the company present, and the facility that the law allows
the innkeeper, he is persuaded to stop. 1In consequence of that he is
not able to get up to attend to his business at the proper time.”T

* € Ty is the capital of the Rich which surrounds men with temptation to selfmurder.
The retailer takes shelter under the wholesale dealer, from whom he purchases the
pernicions draught ; and has he not a right to do so? Can we expect his consclence
10 be sonsitive, when he treads in the steps of men of reputation ¥ Of the character of
those who vend spirits, I do not judge. They grow up in the belief of the lnnocency
of the traffic, and this conviction they may sincerely retain. But error, though sincera,
is error still. Right and wrong do not depend on human judgment or human w
Fruth and duty may be hidden for ages ; but they remain unshaken as God's throne ;
and when, in the course of God's providence, they are made known to one or a few,
they must be opposed. Truth, truth,is the Hope of the World. Letit be spoken with
kindness, but with power."—W. E. Cuaxxixe, D.D.

+ Works, vol. iv.
$+ Imquiry into the State of the Lower Classes.
B Life, oh. xzxix. # Lotter to Hannah More.
4 2nd Report on Public-houses, August, 1854 —pp290-2. p. 215,
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Messrs Fearox, Gin-spinners, Holborn Hill : “We consider we
are promoting the moral improvement of the people, by offering
every advantage to the very poorest purchasers to obtain the best
MEE{& [in gin] for his consumption at home,* without exposing him
20 the temptations incident to those establishments where drinking s
allowed on the premises.”t

Mr J, StintoN, Publican : ¢ I dothink it would be a good thing
for the morals of the people, if about one-half of the beerhouses of
Birmingham were to be shut up.” (3792.)f *“‘Many beerhouses are
kept by foremen in different manufactories ; perhaps he hasa dozen
men under him ; these men are bound to go to that man’s house ;I
and their wives and homes are sacrificed.” (3780.) ¢ It matters
not how much bread is sold, it 1s an advantage to the poor ; but the
free trade of spirits and ale requires more control! Free trade in
spirits would be very mischievous.” = ¢ Proposing to restrict it on
Sunday evening, is an excessive restriction. You may have too
much of a good thing.” (3784-88.)] ¢ There is something attrac-
tive in seeing a licensed victualler, with all the appliances of his trade
about him ; there he is with his pipe in his mouth ; it all looks so
tempting, which is not the case in any other trade.” (3760.)

Mr J. PowkgLL, Cabman, London: ¢ They are drawn into the
public-houses from their being open ; they eannot withstand the
temptation.” (945.)

Mr C. BowrnorpE, Coach Painter: €I have heard people say
that they wished the public-houses were closed, that they should
not be tempted to go into them. A man in my neighborhood took
a petition round, and he was laughed at, because it is known
he used the public-house more than he ought; but he got 370
signatures for all that.” (842.) From what class? Very many
drunkards ; from the working class altogether. I believe it to be
general, that men who drink in this way themselves, wish to be
saved from the temptation.”

Mz G. Happock, Carpenter, Norwood :  ¢The general feeling is
with mechanics, that they wish the public-houses were closed alto-
gether ; it is an inducement to draw them from their families, and
to spend their money.” ,

5 MrR. T. CrAMEN, a Publican, who shuts his house on the Sunday :

Having the public-houses open on Sunday is a temptation offered
to people to drink ?  Too much so. Drunkenness would diminish,

HWWMT“MM
* 2nd Report on Public-houses. August, 1854.—pp. 200.2, p, 295.

+ It is quite stariling to hear that * Domestlc gin.drinki i
1 ! ] gin-drinking promotes moral -
'?Htm' lﬂh}ﬂa‘ Tmﬂ}nl‘ﬁra hava a curious knack of converting negatives into p::ﬂgigi
ot very different from the plan of & photographic artist ; for they chan go a little fess

evil into o yr&ﬂ# deal ﬂ_.lr F-GI:I'{.E {'n-'E in words which ara L-h. X
other h g i JHungs very unlike. On the
whi?:ll.1 mﬂggptﬂgr:’fﬁﬂaﬂ? object to PID]:I.IEIIBDIJ, that it produces home drinking,—

+ Mr Stixton would not stint them from going to hia!

- I All this is very amusing logie, As if Jree trade i
. - 8 5 d " [+{1] "
:ﬁr;;l;gthah ;ut?a Ezn{:::i:{;f:?ua_dﬂn Eu‘ﬁiay morning nﬁhﬂaﬁiﬁﬁ?ﬁ%uﬂg
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Proverh, The real question is—Can we haye TOD mnfntqﬁ:imﬂtiﬁ%h;mm =

o M




116 AN ARGUMENT FOR: PROMIBITION. - v

if that temptation were placed out of their way ¥ Ves: Sunday is
a time when they have money in their Pﬂﬂkﬁ We know mhn”;
lower class is ; they have not sufficient control to withstand their -
own passions, and thereby the money is spent which they might
[elﬂqreuerw for their families.” (656, 663.) ¢ Have yon heard
PH;E e express such a wish (for Sunday closing) ? Yes.”
rJ. C. FowLer, Stipendiary Magistrate for the Counties of

Glamorgan and Monmouth : *“All the licensed houses should' be-
closed at 3 o’clock on Sunday afternoon until Monday morning:
Conversations held with a considerable number of working men,
taken by chance, have convinced me that they themselves will rejoice:
at sueh @ cmge. Itbst!ie"fe ]I.iley are generally alive to the evils of
drinking, seem to feel the need of some protéction against their:
own habits and frailties.”* f e i inn

The PeriTioN signed by 232 prisoners in the Preston Gaol (1854),+
heartily prays : “‘That your Honorable House would be pleased to-
take such measures as will, on the one hand, lead to the suppression:
of the beerhouse curse, and on the other, promote whatever may:
extend the means of rational amusement and intellectual progress.
among the laboring classes of the kingdom.”

Rev. Joan Cray, of the Preston House of Correction': ¢ Qver
and over again my friends among the laboring classes have said,
¢ Mr Clay, the public-houses are cursing this place.” A great portion: .
of the laboring classes would be very glad if there were circumstances
quite external to themselves which should prevent them having aecess
to liguor, and that feeling is evinced almost every week, by some
prisoner or other who comes under my observation for an offence
arising from drunkenmess, and who says, ‘I wish beer was 105 a
quart.” When a laboring man sees a door fastened, He would be con-
tent to go away.” ‘‘Iam quite sare that almoest all the labering .
classes, when they are sober, and have the use of their reason, would
wish the houses closed the whole of Sunday. 1'he wives of these men: .
would be more glad than any other portion of the community.”}
(6305). ““ Do you not think, if such a proposition was made, there
would be active resistance to it? I do not think there would”
(6309.)  “ There are very great efforts made to spread religious:
teaching and education ; but on the other hand, the facilities for
Jeeeping the laboring man down, in the public-houses and the beer-
houses, counteract all those advantages.” _ :

Mr J. Hevnes, superintendent of Southwark police i * The
Publican always takes care to serve as long as he can do so without
rendering himself liable to the Act of Parliament ; as soon as @
party gets drunk or disorderly, he turns him into the stroet, for the
\police to deal with him.”

Mr H. Daxsow, Beer Agent, Liverpool: ‘‘If the trade wers:
thrown open, we do mot know what amount of police we should’
require ; in fact, the borough fund would searcely pay them.”

—r. PR

* Second Reporf on Public-houses, p. 268,
4 16t Report, pp 9784, 3 Ibid, p: 367, p. 366, 1 Ibid, p 3180
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Mr Alderman WIRE : ¢“If you were to abolish'it' (the traffic), as
aﬁzﬁfhm done in Maine, you might have a sober popilition ; but
\if you restrict it, T do not think you would.” (10011.) ““T'think
.you may do a great deal to regulate, and ultimately to suppress, by
"-m” (10012.) **Must not some persons have a public-house next
. door to them? Yes : but the inhabitants of Bélgrave Square would
not like to have a licence granted for a house in that neighborhood :
' .and if granted, it would be injurious to the morals of the neighbor-
‘hood.”

. \Mr RoperTsoNn GuapstoNk, Magistrate, Liverpool: ‘“We should
" mot at this moment have been put to the necessity of erecting a new
Gaol, if it were not for the existence of the licensed public-houses
- and beerhouses, I believe they are the source of all the mischief.”*
(1194

{HMr ?TDHH Grunpy, J.P., Bury: ‘‘He had no hesitation in saying,
that he regarded the beerhouses as nests of vice and the pests of
- sovigty.”’t

Rev. Warter Invine, Newcastle-on-Tyne:f It ‘was to be
- regretted that, in a wealthy town like Newcastle, there should be a
necessity for ragged schools. But as long as they had the means of
malking rags for children, there would be a necessity for ragged
schools. He loocked forward to the day when they would cease to
" "have the name of ‘Ragged School’ inscribed on the walls ‘of that
institution. But, in the present state of things, it would be useless
" %o expend the money devoted to this building upon clothes for the
* “children : for those clothes would only be pledged to obtain those
- soul-destroying liquors which were a curse to society in this town,
. ‘and wherever they were sold. He wanted to get away from the
necessity of such istitutions,”

Eprror of the Record, Church Newspaper : “The reports from
our large towns and country villages are the same. The public-
house, the beershop, and the gin-palace are the nurseries of three-
SJourths of our national immoralitics, They are the hot-beds and
green-houses where every kind of vice is gradually ripened and brought
to J’E‘?ﬁﬂfﬂm till it issues in delirium tremens, madness, suicide,
and murder.”

Even the Secular Press, to wit, Punch, the Reasoner, and the
Leader, advocate Sunday Park Bands as a mieans of drawing the
E;ﬂlple from the Public-house: though they strove to enlarge the

e of keeping Public-houses open.

Archdeacon GAreITr: ¢ Beerhouses without number, which the
magistrate and the cler%ym.an cannot control, vie with public-houses,
- mumerous beyond all legitimate want, in entrapping the cottager

into sensual excess. Capitalists speculate on his weakness and
- vices, and bwld up unblessed fortunes on his deliberate degradation.

* st Reporton Public-houses, p. 81.
+ Atthe Browsters' Sessions, September 7, 1856,

t July 25 1854, on the occasion of laying th '
Gicre 1Y ol Sy laying the foundation stone of the Ragged Schoels
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A large experience tells me that where a neighborhood is visited by

this scourge, mo organization, no zeal, no piety, however devoted, no

personal labors, however apostolie, will avail to effeot any solid :;ms—

tioration. 1 have seen schools excellently managed, the most

regular cottage visiting, the most heart-searching preaching, all, so

. far Ifa:jihe laborer and cottager are concerned, thrown away on this
rock.

Rev. W. B. Heruixs, Chaplain of Devon Gaol : ¢ They cannot
be regarded otherwise than as positive nurserics of vice and erime.”+

Rev. Ricoarp BurNer, Chaplain of Sussex Gaol: ‘““Am at a
Ioss for words to express the amount of evil every day produced by
the multiplication of these dens of iniquity and curses of the poor.”?

Rev. J. Kixesminn, Chaplain of Pentonville Prison : ¢ From
experience, can express a very confident opinion that beerhouses
}:nu;t’;ha looked upon generally, as so many nurseries of crime in the

and,

Rev. Canon Srowerr, M. A., Manchester : *‘That dark and dam-
nable Traffic turned the day of God almost into a day of Satan, and
made it questionable whether, for the mass of the people, it would
not be better to have no Sunday at all. 7}

Mr Edward Baines, editor of the Leeds Mercury : ¢ The debauch
of Saturday night is greatly chargeable. with the desecration of the
Sabbath. The associations and tastes formed in the Public-house or
Beershop, are as opposed to religion as light is to darkness.”||

Hon. and Rev. 5. G. OsporNE, rector of Durweston : *° Thers
are few respectable laboring men inclined to deny that they cannot
get ¢ their pipe and pint, and meet a friend or two for an hour,” ex-

t at the cost of temptation to drink too much, and with the certainty
of being exposed to the seeing and hearing much they abominate,”
¢ What is called ‘the Public-house’—i, ¢. the house licensed to sell
spirits—has all the attendant evils to which such a place must be
inevitably liable.”§

Mr J. A. Roesuck, M.P. : *“You close the Picture Gallery and
Museum on holidays and feast days, but you leave wide open the
Gin and the Beershop ; hating convivial meetings, you make the
people unsocial drunkards,  This ginshop that you love, because it
increases your revenue, look at it, go into it, and behold its horrible
appearance. A flaring gas-light is over the door, which door never
shuts. Push it aside, go in, look around,—splendid windows, brass
rods and ornaments, a fine showy counter, immense tubs of spirits,
and gay damsels ready to serve it. But no chairs. No one sits in
a ginshop. The customer comes in, ‘pays for his glass of poison,’
drinks it off at one gulp, and goes away to make room for & suc-
ceeding customer. ere you have the vice of drunkenness, with
all its deformity, without one shadow of a redeeming circumstance.
Sulky, sullen, and alone, the poor wretch drinks off his glass, feels

- e

* Record, December 21, 1854, + Report on the Besr Act, 1850,
4 Speech on the Sunday Traffic. Manchester Examiner, July 26, 1854
b I Tract—Our Sunday Schools, 1 The Beershop Evil, 1833, p. iv.
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ares no athy, awakes no kindly feqlillg_ ; here is nought

ﬁ% ﬁ;ﬁjh enﬁmt? or the sullen determination to drown in
brutal intoxication the intolerable burthen of present wretchedness.
Wise legislators ! You foster these horrid dens of evil, and yet dread
and suppress gay and mirthful meetings of the people.”* 3

Sir EpwARD LyrroN Bunwer says:—*‘The principle of legisla-
tion in this country has long been that merely of punishing—the
proper principle is prevention. A good government is a directive
government. 1t should be in advance of the people,—it should

s laws for them, not receive laws from them. _

“The second cause that favors Intemperance, as connected with
the Sabbath, is the opening of Ginshops to a late hour on Saﬁgrdar,
and till eleven on Sunday morning; not only the temptation to
gxcess, but the abandoned characters that throng the strects, make
the ginshop the most fatal and certain curse that can befall the poor.
The husband goes to drink, the wife goes to bring him out, and the
result is, that she takes a glass to keep him company, or to console
herself for his faults. Thus the vice spreads to both sexes, and falls
betimes on their children. These resorts might, especially in the
metropolis, be imperatively shut up on Sunday, and at an early hour
on Saturday.”t

The Avtaor of Alton Locke: “Go, scented Belgravians, and see
what London is. Look! there’s not a soul down that yard, but’s
either begpar, drunkard, thief, or something worse. Write anent
that! Say how ye saw the mouth o’ Hell, and the twa pillars
thereof at the entry—the Pawnbroker's shop o’ one side, and the
Gin-palace at the other,—twa monstrous devils, eating up men
and women and bairns, body and soul. Look at the jaws o’ the
monsters, how they open and open, and swallow in anither vietim
and anither. Write anent that!...Are notthey a mair damnable,
man-devouring Idol than ony red-hot statue of Moloch, or wicker
Magog, wherein the auld Britons burnt their prisoners? TLook at
those bare-footed, bare-backed hizzies, with their arms round the
men’s necks, and their mouths full of vitriol and beastly words!
Look at that Irishman pouring the gin down the babbie’s throat !
Look at that rough of a boy gaun out o’ the pawnshop, where he’s
been pledging the hankerchief he stole the morning, into the gin-
shop, to buy beer poisoned wi’ grains of paradise and cocculus
indicus, and salt, and &’ damnable, maddening, thirst-breeding,
lust-breeding drugs! Look at that girl that went in with a shawl
on her back, and cam’ out without ane.f Drunkards frae the
breast | —harlots frae the cradle ! —dammned before they’re born 1”—
p- 81, 3rd Ed.

Mr J. Barrour, London: in evidence before the Select Com-

* Pamphlets for the People, 1835, ** On the Amusements of the Aristocracy.”
+ England and the English, pp. 200, 295,

% A fow weeks ago (see Alliance for Septamber, 1855), a wretched girl sold to a Pub
lican and his company at York, her gown, stays, petticoat, stockings, and finally,
chemise, and was found by the police, turned ont into the streets, stark naked !



mittee (4757). “I went down to:the bottom New C
ﬂhazilotta—m, I went into m-ﬁ ?;—nmngfhm num
about 16. I will Juﬂ't giva the Committee a dﬂﬂﬂﬂpﬁﬂ-ﬁ of one. .
awasa house very gaudily fitted wp, with the first floor taken out
and thrown into the shop, with some showy representations ;round
it. I'think I counted 50 persons in:all, drinking, and amongst the
number weve women wwith ehildren in their arms. Upon one butt
there was an infant fast asleep, and the father and mother drunk by
the side. Against the counter wasa little child, about four vea
old, fast asleep. They were serving as fast as they could. I then
visited all the rest of the public-houses from the Blackfriars Road ;
they were all full of people drinking...This was up to twelve
o’clock ; ‘the publicans were driving the people out. When I came
back to the Bower Theatre, at the public-house adjoining it, there
was one fight inside, and just after, two fights outside ; and from all
that T saw from half-past eleven until a quarter-past twelwve, if the
police had done their duty, according to the Act of Parliament, in
taking up all disorderly persons, it would have required 30 times as
many policemen, at least more than were on duty.”

Such are the outside fruits of the Traffic—such its tendencies, its
seductions, and its temptations ;—we need not unfeld the doors.of
the Saturnalia, before deducing the doctrine, that the Traffic is not
simply a nuisance, but an immorality.

§ 65, There are, however, private reasons why those engaged in
the most reputable branches of the Traffic (the keepers of bona fide
Inns or Hotels) should sacrifice with cheerfulness their present
mode of obtaining a livelihood in part by the sale of strong drink.
Brewers for domestic use if the manufacture be allowed, may act
a8 the head of Joint-Stock Companies, distributing the beverage, if
people will have it, at the homes of the shareholders; and as to
those huge Monopolists, with their Beer and Public-house slaves (of
which the Parliamentary Report speaks), their fortunes are already
‘built up (out of blasphemy and beggary), and the partial loss of
their vatty capital, so far from exciting sympathy, may be regarded
as a sacrifice of a sweet savour upon the altar of Humanity. The
genuine Innkeeper—mine Host of the ‘Hotel’—will still be wanted ;
and it is a significant fact, that in the States where Temperance and
the Maine Law prevail, the Publican is the gentleman,” honored
no less than the Merchant, and frequently realizing 2 rapid fortune.
Under this régime, the old state of things is reversed, and the
Publican thrives with the Public, not upen them. The change of
‘Trade, moreover, or rather the expulsion of ‘the dangerous article,’
delivers the Publican from a peril and a pollution, which can hardly
“fail to be as great a comfort to himself as it must be a blessing to his
family. Mr Alderman WizrE, in his evidence (10084), replying to
a remark of Sir GEorGE GoobMAN’S, that he was *“ surprised to see
the immense number of deaths of publicans at a very early age,”
observes—‘¢ No doulit—they are generally those who are unaccus-
~tomed to the trade, and who get into it, not having been brought
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A1l objections from the Traffickers themselves, however, ‘based on
‘mere interest, should be put-out of court. And, in the very worst
of possibilities, the nation ean pension ‘them off. Tt wmgld be far
¢heaper(to keep for a while, the present race of publicans, than
aihole gencvations of paupers and eviminals whom they ereate. “What
would be thought of the doctor who objected to sanitary reform and
sewerage, because it lessened his receipts —or of a policeman and
ler, who repudiated education and moral training, on the ground
that it diminished the number of diserderly persons requiring their
polite attention? + ; : 3
§ 66. There can be mo ‘sounder maxim than this: “ What ‘s
‘morally wrong cannot be financially right.” This ought to-ﬁetf:ia
the question of revenueat once: and, in fact, a mind anchored in
virtne, will not entertain the objection we are called to meet. "o
: ed the patriotic peers in 1743, when this fopic was discussed
within the walls of Parliament. (§ 52.)%+ ‘So argued L¥YTTLETON,
and ‘Buxron, and ‘WiLBeErForcE, and PronkeT, and the best men of
1819, when Caxnine resisted the motion for the abolition of Lotteries
on the ground of revenue requirements; antl so shall we argue still.
Tn'the Lottery debate, Mr WiLBERFORCE observed, that histhonorable
friend had omitted to name one great deduction from the apparent
“gain of the revenue. ‘‘He might have specified, on the one hand,
‘the energies of a people and the effects of moral habits, and, on the

———

* The Fourteanth Annual Report of the Registrar'Genersl of Births, Marriages, and
" Deaths, with the fifteenth report, contains tables showing the mortality of men shove
b age of 2V, engaged in various occupalions, in 1851 :—

up to it; the business “has-an effect on them, and they dic early*

Age, All Classes. Drink-sellars.
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~ _In absolute numbers, the total of males of 20 years and upwards, in England and
Wales, according to the census of 1831, was 4,720,004, and those who died in that year
were 94,306. 'T'he number of such men who were engaged in the liquor traffic was
56,325, and those dying, 1,70]. The percentages of the several ages show, that at
every section the mortality of the latter exceeds by about ene-half that of the wholo
number of men o classed, including their own class, ‘1 hey are, in fact, highest in the
death-seale, the nearest to them being farmers and graziers (2.84), general laborers
(2.16), and botchers (2.13). All other occupations are under 2 per cent. The liguor
dealers are not cnly highest on the whole percentage, but at every period of life
except the last, at which the general laborers exeeed them by about 1 per cent. a
~most fatal periods of life for miners are from &5 to 73, the average being'3.45 and 8.05
ibut the liguor traffickers, at the same pariod, supply a percentage of 3.80 and 8.15.

+ “If government was instituted only to raise money. 1 i
_ 'would be without ex-eption. But the mt{l of govern mant!{rjs oﬁirauf ;ﬁ:ﬁ :?:In {E{hﬂu};g;
play of ] wirtue, of which bappiness is the congequence ; and, therefore, to support
‘government hy propagating vice, is to support it by means which destroy the enid for
which it was eriginally established, and for which its continuance is to be desived. If
‘money, therafore, cannot be raised but by this bill ; if the expenses of the government
~gannot be deftayed but h{lnun'npr.mg the morals of the people, I shall, without sornple,

declare that money onght not to be raised ; -
‘ported."—Johnson's Debates, 1743, » Bor the.designs of the government sup-
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other, the horrors of profligacy and indolence; how much more
former tend to the wealth and aggrandizement of a nation, and ht:ﬁ
certainly the other effect its degradation. It was to be regr
that, fracing the principles of National Wealth from its infancy to
the present times, he had not shown the effects produced upon them
by such habits.” In our sections on the History of the Igaﬁc., we
have attempted something of the kind, although necessarily limited
by the absence of statistics, and the complication of the problem;
but we may here add a passing illustration or two, both of its
positive and negative aspects,

§ 67. ¢ The question of ardent spirits is for SWEDEN one of deep,
almost vital importance. It has for centuries occupied the attention
of the Legislature, and caused anxiety and alarm to all well-wishers
of their country. The use of brandy commenced in Sweden about
the middle of the fourteenth, and the fabrication in Stockholm at
the latter end of the fifteenth century ; but it was then principally
employed as a medicament, being considered a preservative against
certain diseases, and especially the plague ! The recommendation
of this spirit by the physicians did much to render its use popular,
and the abuse soon followed. To such an extent had this gone, even
in the time of Gustavus 1., that in 1550 he considered it necessary
to forbid distillation ; but it was again permitted, and from that time
has never ceased to cause trouble. In 1740 the fabrication of brandy
from grain was interdicted, but in 1742 the liberty was re-established,
a duty being imposed. The prohibition was renewed in 1756, and

ermission again accorded in 1760, In 1773 the still-makers were

orbidden to manufacture more stills, but in 1775 royal distilleries
were established in different parts of the kingdom, and submitted to
a special direction. Gripsholm had not less than twenty-nine stills,
each holding from twelve hundred to three thousand kannas, or in
round numbers, from six to fifteen hundred gallons, go that as much
as seventy-six tons of grain could be consumed by them alone in
one day. The production of spirits on so vast a scale did not fail to
disseminate the taste for it more widely amongst the people, while the
profit to the Crown proving considerably less than was expected
Gustavus 11 regretted having favored the project, and pmpnsmi
that the freedom of distillation should again Ebe allowed, on condi-
tion that the Diet awarded him a remuneration ; but so considerable
a sum was demanded, that the nobles and peasants rejected the
proposition, and, consequently, the King continued to hold this
pernicious monopoly. In 1787 the right of private distilling was
leased for ten years, and this lease was renewed in 1798, but the
Crown distilleries continued to work until 1823. They were then
completely abolished, but only after it was found that the spirit
di&ﬁﬁ‘]ed in them cost three times as much as when made by private
individuals. Distillation is now permitted during the months of
January, February, March, April, November, and December. Up
to the year 1853 the conditions for the privilege of making brandy
were very light ; for instance, in the towns it was necessary only to
be a proprietor, paying three hundred rix dollaxs or £25 per annum
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el da ﬂBr{‘.I].iIl dua : fixed by lﬂ.W, O each kanna of ﬂpi?it
i.'a'xa:'i:‘|;=5’I;1E:EIIr'le:;l{ﬂ Under these t?}‘;ﬂﬂfﬂﬁﬁﬂ* it was found that the quantity
eontinued each year to increase, while the consumption of the country,
and the consequent demoralization of the people, progressed in the same
ratio; so that it was thought necessary to ‘mterfera again by law
to check, if possible, a vice that was hurrying the nation on to a
state of frightful moral degradation. A bill was accordingly intro-
duced and carried into the Diet of 1853 and 1854, raising the duty
on this liquor to sixteen skilling (or about 7d.) per kanna; thus
increasing the cost of the little glass from two to four s 8 (from.
1d. to 2d.) in the taverns. It is considered that if the Swedish

overnment should succeed in preventing smuggling and illicit
distillation, this tax will add 1,500,000 or 2,000,000 dollars (from
£125,000 to £166,000) to the yearly revenue; while, on the other
hand, it will prove a salutary check to the drunkenness that has
become so menacing to the country. Inebrietyis ever accompanied
with poverty ; so we meet in Sweden objects of wretchedness such
as are never seen in Denmark. ”* .

The activity which prevents illicit distillation had better have been
directed to absolute prohibition, so that the appetite might die out.
Three centuries of regulation, and its failure, might have taught them
a better policy than the one the Swedes are pursuing. A revenue
of £150,000 is a miserable set-off to the pauperism, erime, and
wretchedness which ensue from the licensed manufacture. If the
principle were right, the Russians are the people who should have
progressed and prospered the most, for they have gone through
with it. An old writer has deseribed the state of things which
obtained in the 16th century, and it is precisely that which obtains
yet. ““In every great town, the Emperor hath a drinking-house,
which he lets out for rent. Here laborers and artizans, many times,
spend all from their wives and children. Some drink away every-
thing they wear about them, even to their very shirts inclusive, and
then walk naked ; all of which is done for the honor of the Emperor ;
nor, while they are thus drynking themselves naked, and starving
their families, must any one call them away, because he would hurte
the Emperor’s revenue.”t CowpEr hit off a similar school which
prevailed in Britain, within the memory of some living ; of which
the pleaders for Drink-taxes may be regarded as lineal descendants.

Drink and be mad, then ; 'tis your country bids;

Gloriously drunk—obey the important eall :

Her cause demands the assistance of yonr throats;

Ye all can swallow, and she asks no more.

Louts x1r. permitted spirits to be distilled on a lar i
. ge scale in

France, but so sudden and great were the evil effects, that, only
twenty-two years after, Fraxcrs was obliged to annul his measures,
and level a series of severe prohibitory enactments and penalties
against the fruits of that mistake. The freedom of sale in Prussia,

* From Scot's Danes and Swedes. London, 1856,
+ Qfthe Russ Commonweaith., By Dr Giles Fletohor, London, 1692,
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‘has led to-evils'so vast and ebvious, as recently to-compel attention
“to thesystem. A bill has been introduced i:nd:-]gr the Upplig'lﬂhmbar,
and sustained by 29 members, which provides that all distilled
liguors be retailed in licensed inns or taverns only. The sale of
diquors to women or girls, or to boys under fourteen years of age, is
prohibited ; the first offence is punishable by a fine of from ten to
fifty thalers, the second by withdrawal of the licence. The same
enalties are incurred by persons selling liquors on Sundays and
‘holidays. Retail liguor-debts cannot be prosecuted in any court.
§/68. It is a self-evident fact, requiring no elaborate disquisition
of the Political Economist to make plainer, that as drinking, on the
‘one hand, isa rapid consumption of capital for transient gratification,
inevitably followed by loss of time, labor, and strength, and by the
cost of disease, pauperism, and crime (in short, by the loss of Pro-
ductive Power ) ; so the absence of drinking permits fuller and surer
play to all the elements of National Progress, minimizing waste and
maximizing wealth. But it happens that we have, in the His
of the last century, two or three remarkable illustrations of the fact,
and of the bearings of real, though partial prohibition, on thematerial
interests of the people and the financial resources of the country.
First, however, let us see what contemporary observers declared
to follow the drinking consequent on the cheapness of gin and other
atrong liquors. 'The Gentleman’s Magazine for 1732 (vol. ii. p. 603),
states that in consequence of their addiction to spirits, the mdustry
end economy of the Poor had been materially repressed. ¢ Through-
out the Bills of Mortality, the poor housekeepers Lave not one
ter of the household goods they used to have, and small farmers
1n ‘the meighborhood of London, can scarce show a clean suit of
clothesto go tochurch” in. Now, in condrast with this fact, showing
how drinking swallows the fund out of whick Produce and Revenne
must ultimately come, and the development of which in Reproduc-
tive Labor and Rational Expenditure constitutes true Commerce
and Industry,—we will examine another page or two of British
history.
§IEIS.:I}.r The year 1757 was a year of scarcity; if not of famine.
Rurry says :—*¢ The great scareity of corn in Ireland and England,
in 1757, was not owing entirely to a failure of the crop, but more to
a consumption of grain in the distilleries.”* However, the Distil-
leries were stopped in March, 1757 : with what results SMOLLETT
shall tell. ¥ :
¢t The bills relating solely to the supply being discussed, the house
roceeded o enact other laws for the advantage of the community.
;%aﬁtium having been presented by the cities of Bristol and New
Sarum, alleging that since the laws prohibiting the making of low
wines and spirits from grain, meal, and flour, had been in force, the
sommonalty appeared more sober, healthy, and industrious; repre-
.senting the ﬂlp consequences which they apprehended would attend

. PP

* Natural Historyof the County of Dublin, vol. ii. p. 411, 1772
# History of Englond. Oct. Ed vil. xv.
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the repeal of these laws; aud, therefore, praying' their contmuazce:
a committee of the whole house resolved that the prolibition: to
make wines: or spirits from any sort of grain, meal, or flour, sheuld:
ba continued to the 24th day of December, 1759. Before the bill
was formed, petitions arrived from Liverpool and Bath, to the same
purport as those from Bristol and Sarum ; while, onthe other hand,
a remonstrance was presented by a great number of the malt-
distillers of London. They expatiated on the great: loss: they; as
well as many traders and artificers, dependants upon them, must
sustain in case the said bill should be passed into a law. They
prayed the house to take these circumstances into consideration, and
‘either permit them to carry on the distillation from wheat, malt,
or other grain, undersuch restrictionsas should be judged necessary,
and to-grant them such other relief, in respect of their several losses:
and incumbrances, as to the house should seem reasonable and
expedient. This petition, though strenuously urged by a powerful
and clamorous body without doors, did not meet great encourage-
ment within. Much more attention was paid to a petition of several
farmers in the county of Norfolk, representing that their farms
consisted chiefly of arable land, which produced mueh' greater
quantities of corn than could be consumed in that county; that in
the last harvest there was a great and plentiful crop of all sorts of
grain, the greatest part of which had by unfavourﬂ.ﬂle' wenther been
rendered unfit for sale in London, or other markets for home
cansumption; that large guantities of malt were then lying at:
Londen, arising chiefly from the crops of barley growing in the
year 1757, the sale of which was stagnated ; that the petitioners
being informed that the house had ordered in a bill to continue the:
prohibition of corn exported, they begged leave to observe thaty
should it pass into a law, it would be extremely prejudicial to all,
and ruin many farmers of that county, as they had offered their
corn for sale at divers ports and markets of the said county:
but the merchants refused to buy it at any price, alleging its being
unfit. for the London market. Although this remonstrance was
duly considered, the temporary restraint laid upon distillation wae
made absolute, to the no small disappointment and mortification
of the distillers, who had spared no pains and expense, by private
solicitation and strenuons dispute in the public papers, to recommend’
their cause to the favor of the community: They urged that malt
apirits, when used in moderation, far from being prejudicial to the
health of individuals, were in many damp and marshy parts of the
kingdom absolutely necessary for preserving field laborers from agues'
and other distempers produced by the cold and moisture of climate -
that if they were debarred the use of malt spirits, they would have:
recourse to French brandy, with which, as they generally reside near:
the sea coast, the smugglers would provide them almost as cheap as'
ihe: malt spirits could be afforded. They affirmed, that from the
excessive use of malt spirits no good argument could be drawn
against this branch of traffic, no more than against any other cone

veniency of life ; that the ewcessive use of common besr and ale was
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prejudicial to the health and morals of the people, yet no person ever
thought of putting an end to the practice njf:| l::rgwing, fn order to
prevent the abuse of brewed liquors,* They urged that in all

of Great Britain there are some parcels of land that produce nothi
to advantage but a coarse kind of barley, called ‘big,” which th

neither fit for brewing nor for baking, may nevertheless be used in the

distillery, and is accordingly purchased by these concerned in this
branch: that there are, every year, some parcels of all sorts of grain,
so damaged by unseasonable weather or other accidents, as to be
rendered altogether unfit for bread or brewery, and would prove a
very great misfortune to the farmer, if there was no distillery for the
use of which he could sell his damaged commodity. They asserted
that malt spirits were absolutely necessary for prosecuting some
branches of foreign commerce, particularly the trade to the coast of
Africa, for which traffic no assortment could be made up without a
large quantity of geneva, of which the natives are so fond, that they
will not traffic with any merchant who has notaconsiderable quantity,
not only for sale, but also for presents to their chiefs ang rulers ;
that the merchants of Great Britain must either have this commo-
dity of their own produce, or import it at a great national expense
from Holland. To these arguments, it was replied that malt spirits
might be considered as a fatal and bewitching Poison, which had
aotually debauched the minds and enervated the bodies of the common
people, to a very deplorable degree; that, without entering further
into a comparison between the use and abuse of the two liquors,
beer and geneva, it would be sufficient to observe that the use of beer
and ale had produced none [7] of those dreadful effects which were
the consequences of drinking geneva; and since the prohibition of the
distillery of malt spirits had taken place, the common people had become
apparently more sober, decent, healthy, and industrious ; a civeumstance
sufficient to induce the legislature not only to intermit, but even
totally to abolish the practice of distillation, which has ever been
productive of such intoxication, riot, disorder, and distemper, among
the lower classes of the people, as might be deemed the greatest evils
ineident to a well-regulated commonwealth. Their assertion with
respect to the coarse kind of barley, called ‘big,’ was contradicted
as a deviation from truth, inasmuch as it was used in making malt,
as well as in making bread ; and with respect to damaged corn, those
who understood the nature of grain, affirmed that it was spoiled to
such a degree as to be altogether unfit for either of these purposes.
The distillers would not purchase it at such a price as would indem-
nify the farmer for the charge of thrashing and cairiage. For the
distillers are very sensible that their great profit is derived from
their distilling the malt made from the best barley ; so that the
increase of the produce far exceeded in proportion the advance of
the price. It was not, however, an easy matter to prove that the
distillation of malt splrits was not necessary to an advantageous

* Now.a-daya the {ables are turned. Politicians and the literary Champagners anite
in,_dgnouuuinyg maltspirits and ‘ heavy wet,' and in eulogizing ‘light wines,
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ion of the commerce on the coast of Guinea, as well as among
&?ﬂhaig in some parts of North ﬁme{ica. After all, it must be
owned that THE GOOD AND SALUTARY EFFECTS OF THE PROHIBITION
WERE VISIBLE IN EVERY PART OF THE KINGDOM, and no evil conse-
quence ensued, except a diminution of the revenue in #his article,
4 consideration which at all times ought to be sacrificed to the health
and morals of the people.” AN i
70. On other occasions® on which, in consequence of famine,

the distilleries were stopped, we have no cotemporary evidence ;
but in reference to the prohibition of distillation in 1796, we have
the testimony of Mr. CoLquEOUN, given in his Treatise on the Police
of London (6th Ed. 1800), page 328 :— - _ |

¢ Tt is a curious and important fact, that during the period when
the distilleries were stopped, in 1796-97, though bread and every
necessary of life were considerably higher than during the preceding
year, the poor were apparently more comfortable, paid their rents
more reqularly, and were better fed than at any period for some years
before, even though they had not the benefit of the extensive chari-
ties which were distributed in 1795. This can only be accounted for
by their being denied the indulgence of gin, which had become in a
great measure inaccessible from its very high price. It may be.
fairly concluded that the money formerly spent in this imprudent
manner, kad been applied in the purchase of provisions and other
necessaries, to the amount of some £100,000. The effect of their
being deprived of this baneful liquor was also evident in their more’
orderly conduct; quarrels and assaults were less frequent, and they
resoried seldomer to the pawnbroker’s shop ; and yet, during the chief
part of this period, bread was 15d. the quartern loaf ; meat higher
than the preceding year, particularly pork, which arose in part
from the stoppage of the distilleries, but chiefly from the scarcity
of grain.” '

§ 71. On reference to the Tables of Imports into Ireland, and &'
comparison of the years of the stoppage of the Distilleries, and the
consequent comparative sobriety of the nation, with the years when'
they were in full activity, destroying food and demoralizing the
people, we arrive at the startling anomaly, that a year of Scarcity,'
with proktbition, 1s better than a year of Plenty without it! The
years 1809-10 and 1813-14, were seasons of scarcity, and the Distil-
leries were stopped. The average consumption of Spirits in the
years 1811-12, and 1815-17, was T4 millions of gallons : on the other
years, not quite 4. But mark how the saved 34 millions re-appear
in the form of an increase of the following articles of comfort, which
bespeak not simply the absence of a great curse, but the presence of
domestic and personal happiness, and of a thriving trade,

e,

% 5th Geo. ITL cap. 3. From lat January, 1766, to 1st October,1766. (Total fn.ilu,m.
of harvest.) 4lst Geo. IIL cap, 16, From 25th March, 1801, to 25th Mur-cth, 1802,
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TaeLe oF IMPonTs.

mmmﬁ and [I?El'ﬂ‘.g'ﬂd frﬂml rntnrn!_ m&d.ﬂ' tﬂ‘ Pﬂrl- 1 ;
Sth Reports of Commissioners of Inguiry. lament, 1822, See the 4th and'

Faming YEars, 1800-10-13-14, Yeans or PrexTy, 1811121537 |
Haberdashery ............ £140,0%3 Falue.... Eln.u:lﬂ £20.0 ereas -'
Tirapery (mew and old)....., 3,778 510 Fards. ., .| 2,492,444 1 &‘Fﬁ:ﬂgﬂ e x
Iron, Hardware, and Pots .. £447,109 Value ..., £337 458 f]ﬂﬂ,ﬁﬁl .
BIAOKGIS ceveneenssnnenaess  O0,008Number .|| 26,603 | 93401
Cotton Goods vuvveeeunnn... £197,198( Value ....| £104,198 || 283’000
FRORIEH. .« sovos s s 1bs. 3580 648 Pounds ..| 3,189,132 341,511
Muscovado Sugar.......... 381,278 Mwis.....| 306,054 75 T E—

In addition, therefore, to the saving of disorder, crime, disease,
and pauperism, and all their cost, it is clear that even the Excise
was greatly benefited by the increased consumption of ofher excise-
able articles. 'What is true of Ireland in particular, must be true
of the Empire at large. This may be illustrated from the fact, that
while the actual decrease in the consumption of spirits, wine, and’
beer, in the year 1850, as compared with the year 1836, was 524,932
gallons, the increase in the consumption of Coffée, Tea, and Cocoa.
in 1850, over 1836, was 26,735,914 lbs. Hence what is lost to the
excise in one way, is made up in another. This is confirmed by the
fact, that in the years of Father Marnew’s greatest Temperance
triumphs in Ireland, while the revenue from whisky was vastly
reduced, the total revenue had increased £98,000 above its average,
besides saving much cost in collection.

§ 72. The objections to a Maine Law, founded on an affected
alarm as to what will become of the revenue—on which one
stumbles oecasionally in the polifical press, are sheer cant. Every
man knows for himself, that his real concern is how to pay as littls:
of income or any other tax as possible: in short, to minimize taxa-
tion, by compelling the government to practise economy in the
expenditure and the levying of Taxes. What patriotic Editor feasts
on the visit of the Tax-gatherer, and kills the fatted calf to express
his delight 7 No! if a man drinks, he does so {o please himself, and’
niot, out of patriotic furor, to patronize Whitehall. No one, surely
and seriously, like the War-men of Cowper’s day, holds to the duty
of drinking, that we may lend °the assistance of our throats” a¥’
home, to put down cut-throats abroad? There 1s no truth in this
objection as an individual motive, and there is quite as little in that’
political onesidedness which ignores the moral aspects of taxation,
and regards men merely as tax-paying instruments. Honesty is the
best policy for the State as well as the Man ; and in the end, Virtue:
is cheapest, and Vice dearest, for both. Let us, however, notice
the practical difficulties alleged, as we find them put forth inm a-
Newspaper before us. o8

 The Alliance is utterly reckless of the revenue, and the necessities
of the State; looking only at compulsory abstinence.”  No such thing.
The Alliance is not a temperance, but a political association ; it does
not dictate abstinence; it does not interfere, or seek to interfere,
with either private use or abuse; it would not punish drunkenness
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as such, any more than passion; but it simply seeks to deal
:}i;}uaﬂy, as the I{W now does ineffectually, with the Public Sale of
that which is a public snare, generating three-fourths of our crime,
and creating the necessity for half our taxation. _It is, therefore,
regardful, not reckless, of the exchequer, for it desires to save one-
half of our local and county, and one-third of our general taxation.

«The loss of 8 or 10 millions of revenue would utterly confound the
Chancellor of the Exchequer, and involve the country in financial
difficulties.” But this assumes that the declension would come
suddenly—that the loss would happen in a lump. Practically, this
will not be the case. Before a Maine Law is obtained, two other
measures will pass, as the precursors of that full and only efficient
measure—we mean the suppression of the Beershops, and the pro-
hibition of the Traffic on the first day of the week.

“Our circumstances are so essentially different from those of the
U. 8. of America that their ezample cannot be appealed to on a point of
revenue and taxaiion.” No one does appeal to them on such a point.
We appeal to the example of Maine and Massachusetts, not to show
that there is any perfect parallel as to taxation and its purposes—
for their taxes are raised to meet a current expense; here, in great
part, to pay the interest of an old debt—but we appeal to them for
the purpose of illustrating the general, social, and moral advantages
of the Maine Law. The facts educed, however, have a direct and
significant bearing on the question, for they show that three-fourths
of the pauper-and-crime taxes are mof wanted where prohibition
rules. No doubt, England, in respect to taxes, may have a peculiar
difficulty—because the State-wagon has got fast in the ruts of
routine. This objection would apply to any scheme of progress—
but shall a past evil become a perpetual barrier to future good ?

‘It is not eredible that people will put up wilh fresh taxation to so
large an amount as that now imposed on the luzvury of gin and beer.”
Changed taxation is not additional taxation;.on the contrary, taxa-
tion so changed is taxation lessened by all the cost of crime and
pauperism saved to the people by prohibiting its chief fountain and
feeder. 1If the Maine Law is adopted here, 1t will be done by the
people themselves,—we do not mean a Hyde Park Mob, the
concentrated moral Sewerage of London,—and they will no doub#
‘put up’ with the changed mode of paying diminished taxes. The
people—that is, any such part of them as is wise enough to suppork
a Mame Law—will not quarrel with a proceeding that simply says
“You will pay the Taxman bs. directly, instead of paying him 7Ts. 6d.
indirectly, through the medium of the publican.” The people don’t
care on what, or in what way, they pay their taxes; it is the amount
they look at, and even that is cheerfully paid when necessary, and
Jairly levied or distributed. (At present, several millions of tem-
perate people are subjected to the injustice of paying for the conse-
quences of a system which they abhor and repudiate.) In point of
fact, however, nomore beneficial change could possibly be introduced
into our fiscal arrangements, than the substitution of direct taxes for,
the system that now prevails, a system that is deceitful in regard to

I :
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the payer, wasteful in the collection, and tending to profli i
expenditure. This, GrapsroNe and Disgazrr equally m mﬁ:
_people do not object, then, lt{} fresh taxation—fresh asto its' mode—
any more than toa fresh suit of clothes—but to further taxation,
* The revenuewhioh has had cut off eight millions derived from a
taw on luwuries, must be replaced, of necessity, by a charge upon
articles of indispensable consumption.”® We do not see the ‘neces-
sity.” As Mr WILBERFORCE said of the plea for the Lottery-taxes—
there are .tha deductions. Let these be made, and ere long: the
balance will be struck, as we haveseen. A prohibitory law—armed
with its proper penalties and powers—would save £1,000,000 in the
general cost of crime ; would enable the government to lessen the
standing Army, get rid of its increasing difficulties in respect fo
prisons, hulks, and penal settlements ; divert at least £4,000,000
of the taxation now levied on liquors and licensed houses, to articles
already taxed, but articles of an innocent or useful description ; and
by the saving of the lives of 30,000 Taxpayers, now annually cut off
prematurely, through the workings of the Traffic, since dead-men
%13 no taxes, add immensely to the permanent resources of the
chequer.+
Here at once the taxation account would be balanced ; yet here
the blessing of the measure would only just begin to the higher
interests of the nation! Commerce and Trade would flourishin
a manner wholly unprecedented. A vast amount of destructive
labor would be turned into a productive channel ; on the one hand,
increasing, and therefore cheapening food, and, on the other, multi-
plying all the arts and perfecting the products which minister to the
comforts, elegancies, and culture of society. A vast amount of
labor now lost in drinking at the public-housge, and in subsequent
indolence or disease, would be saved. A vast amount of property,
gpoilt or destroyed under the existing system, would be preserved.
Commodities of all kinds would be prodigiously angmented, becoming
at once cheaper and better ; and Government would save millions
of expenditure in this way, as surely as the community at large.
Add to this, the eventual saving of at least £5,000,000 of our pauper
tax, of :£1,000,000 of our county and local rates, of £1,000,000
through the lessening of disease and accident, of £1,000,000 worth
of property saved from plunder by the diminution of crime ;I of

* What then? If the sober musé pay, far better that we paid 1s. o week axtra to onr
Baker, than 23. 6d. to the Overseer and the Gaoler, for looking after the patrons of taxed
luxuries that eat up untaxed necessaries, and leave their families beggared and bare.

+ This item of Excheguer loss is generally overlooked. Tha 30,000 lives annuoally
ent-off ars of men in the prime of life—heads of families—and at a very moderate com-
putation paying for themselves and children at least £7 }Er annum taxes. But they
would, gave for drink, have so paid taxes for fen years. ence the loss is 30,000 mul-
ﬂplietf by 7,= £210,000, multiplied by 10,=2,100,000—the clear annual loss to the
Exchequer. A loss is sustained in a similar way in reference to local taxes.

1 See Notes, 2 104172, as {o the Revenue of many criminals. The public cost of erima
ig probably mot more than half of the total cost fo the public. Even as far back as
lﬁg, the Constabulary Force Commissioners calculated that & common thief would
enjoy six years professional impunity, and, on an average, realize an income of £150
.o year, (Report, pp- 12,44.) .
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~ £1,000,000 dispensed in private charity to alleviate evils which
ilj?nk&;ln‘ﬂﬁ and debauchery create, and the dullest patriot will
begin to see how a Maine Law iz the only measure that can effec-
tually relieve us of an oppressive and increasing Taxation, make the .
office of the Chancellor of the Exchequer by-and-by a very easy

one, and even pave the way for the liguidation of the National

" Debt.© A Prohibitory Liquor Law will yet prove itself to be, not

~ only a blessing in the future, but a remedy for the burdens of the
past. Tt will not merely lessen taxation, but increase the fund out
‘of which taxes are paid.

Mr Prunker (the late Lord Plunket) put the proper issue in the
Lottery Debate of 1819. ““The question was, whether the House
could be induced to foster the propagation of misery and crime, for
the sake of an apparent benefit of the revenue!? They had been
told of the long continuance of this system, but its age made no
impressions on his mind in its favour; if it were as old as the
foundations of the world, this was no reason for protracting its
existence. It was not denied that it produced crime, and that by
such production it contributed to the revenue, 'he truth was that
the whole of this argument resolved itself info a question of moral
feeling.”’®

¢“If,” says ArtHUR Youwa, “the government know, or had
materials to calculate, the loss which the general revenue of the State
suffers, by the comparative small sums produced by licences, they
would raise the annual sum so high as to shut up half the public-
houses now open in the kingdom.” +

Long ago it was observed by Sir Freperic EpnEex, in his valuable
History of the Poor, that “For government to offer encouragement
to alehouses, is to act the part of a felo de se. Nor ought the public
ever to be lulled into an acquiescence by the flattering bait of imme-
diate gain, which ere long they would be obliged to pay back to
paupers, in rvelief, with a heavy interest.”

Says Canon STowEeLL, in a Lecture at the Mechanics’ Institution,
Manchester, ‘ If the government ¢an control drunkenness, it ought
to do so. If it does not, it is afraid of its revenue. I say, let them
abandon such sources of revenue. What will be lost will come back
tenfold, in consequence of the promotion of honest industry, because
working people will buy sugar and tea, and nice decent clothes for
Sunday, and comfortable furniture for their dwellings. There will
be an impulse given to the business of cabinet-makers, manufactu-
rers, shopkeepers, grocers, and provision dealers ; and you will not
have to prey upon the vitals of the country to supply the Exchequer.”

§ 73. ““We trust,” says the Hon. and Rev. S, (. OsBorNE “ yet
to see the day when those who rule us will arrive at the cmmiuaion,
ii;h::;ﬂwﬁ;:; i8 _rf;mmrd to the excise by Ifu‘: licence given to Intemperance,

re than lost by the expense to the ¢ Home Department,” of gaols

Mﬂﬂm%

* Dolby's Parliamentary Register, 1819,

+ Inquiry info the State of the Lower Olasses in, 17
stasses, p. 30. Dublin, 1793.—The ¢ !
wuldufu?a ald the Houses free, but proscribe the drink, as t.hu’un'r]y evil 2 et
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and transporis ; that it is a folly to expect that Education can pro-
gress, if her course be clogged by schools which attract, by their
pandering to the very aﬁﬁetitea she would seek to control. Untaught
human nature is, after all, only unbridled animal appetite. It seeks
the food it loves, and loves the food which degrades. The drink
ahich excites, and the obscenity, the result of the excitement, become a
second and aggravated evil nature. This nature will still crave for
more and more of its debasing food. Industry and drunkennessare
incompatible. The earnings to pay for the drunkard’s delights mus#
be the wages of dishonesty. Small thefts, little poachings, will pay
for the initiation of the °jerry man’; greater thefts, a larger scale
of poaching, have soon to provide for his increased expenditure on
his increasing sin, Thus, from step to step, he is carried on to his
end—delirium tremens in the workhouse—death, perhaps, on the
gallows—or life prolonged in misery at the convict settlement.”*
After this extended survey of the question as a whole,—in view
of its past history and its present fruits,—we submit that neither
considerations of private interests nor those of public revenue,
neither inflexible morality nor sound policy, can justify even the
permission amongst us of a system so utterly vile in its character,
and so uniformly disastrous in its consequences, as the Traffic i

Intoxicating Liquors.

i

* The Beer-shop Evil. Vide ‘Meliors,’ edited by Viscount INGRsSTRE.




CHAPTER V.

¢ THAT THE LEGISLATIVE PROHIBITION OF THE Liquor TRAFFIC IS
PERFECTLY COMPATIELE WITH REATIONAL LIBERTY, AND WITH ALL THR
@$LAIMS OF JUSTICE AND LEGITIMATE COMMERCE.”

§ 74. Three points solicit our attention here—LZLiberty, Justice,
Trade. TIs the Maine Law an infraction of any of these? The
answer will depend very much on our definitions. Now people’s
definitions are often the loosest things about them ; and very fine
writers, especially if they be venal, are not a whit more rigid or
accurate than the herd of vulgar men. Even the Zimes can twaddle
as unmeaningly as the most empty-headed of country justices. “.Jft
is the inalienable BIRTH-RIGHT of every Briton to make a fool or beast
of himself as much as he pleases,” says this diurnal oracle of the
ehanging Time.* A few days then after we find the Times’ doctrine
reproduced by an M.P. and J.P., and delivered by him at a
Licensed Victuallers’ Dinner, ex eathedrd, as president.

“He thought that every man had a right to go to any house of*
‘recreation,” and enjoy himself among his friends in a ‘reasonable’
and ‘moderate’ manner. He was quite sure that drunken customers
never did any man any good; and therefore, while their houses
were open for the reception of friends to meet together and enjoy
‘their convivial glass,” they would do well to close them when the
found conviviality was being carried to excess.  'While England
existed, he hoped that every man would be allowed To ENJOY HIM-
SELF IN HIS OWN WAY, in reason. He would say to them, Manage
your houses with prudence and decorum ; let your friends have what
they like, and when You see that they are inclined to get too much,
put your finger on the stopper, and say, ‘My friend, now you have
had enough ; come to-morrow if you like, and enjoy yourseif.’ Carry
out that principle, and you may ENCOURAGE GoOD FELLOWSHIE - you
may make a profitable employment for yourselves, and benefit ] to a
very great extent, the people among whom you live.”+ >

75. The Times, too, sets limits to its notion of the ¢ birth-right
of Britons,’ for it has this reservation—*So long as it does not directly
wnterfere with the safety, comfort, and morals of others.” Here is
eoufusion worse confounded, and did we not know that the oracle

o
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Leader on the ALLiaxck REPORT. Times, Doe, 23, 1853,
+ Bradford Observer, Jan, 19, 1854.
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was deaf, we might propound a few questions with the view of
etting at its meaning—if it had any. How, for instance, can a man
ve either an acquired right, or a birth-right, to make a beast of
himself ? The law prohibits both the beastliness of drunkenness,
and all other beastly actions. Does the Times advocate the abolition
of the law? Again, how can any one have the right to practise
wreng? We fondly fancied that the doctrine of ‘a Divine right to
govern wrong,’ had long since been placed in the limbo of oblivion:
and we see no more truth in its application to common men than to
crowned monarchs. But, then, mark the absurdity of the saving
clause! How can a BorN-RIGHT interfere with the safety and morals
of others ? So long, says the Times: but what does it mean? Fow
can my #ight to see, or hear, or walk, or think, or feel, at all interfere
with the same rights in others, either sooner or later, either so leng
or o little? Yet such is the jargon which Publicists palm upon the
public hebetude and credulity,—words, mere empty words! In the
same way, we hear a good deal of ‘the Rights of Publicans’ being
invaded by a Maine Law ! But are birth-rights annually renewable?
Am I to ask a Magistrate to license me a right? The fact is, the
Publicans have no rights, as publicans. * Rights’ appertain to the
nature of man, and arve inalienable for that very renson. Where he
18, there are they also; and can no more interfere with the rights
of others, than his existence can. And the ewercise of the right is as.
sacred and perpetual as the right itself ; and for avery simple reason
(te parody the Oriental doxology) ““Right is right—and wrong is
wrong.” But we have demonstrated, what indeed every day repeats,
that the Traffic is wrong; and therefore no man has a right to
it on : for no man has a right to.do evil, not even that ‘good’ may
come—much less a right to do wrong for ‘the mere convenience’ of
pleasure-seeking men. The difference between the Times and the
Alliance is fundamental. We base our political principles on the
moral nature of man, in Truth and Conscience ; and their relation.
to the absolute Sovereignty of the Divine Law. ¢ What is morally
- wrong cannot be politically right”—nor even expedient. Men may
dignify their narrow inductions, or half views, with the names of
Principles, Rights, and so forth—Dbut their virtue and validity musé
still be tested by their fruits, by their fiiness, or by their power for
good. “‘In every place and in every age,” says ARMAND CARREL,
it is the popular necessities which have created the conventions
called principles, and principles have ever been mute before neces-
sities.”* Of course, for the principle was false, or effete: it did not
fit the mcHER NECEssiTy, the Law and Obligation of To-day—the.
law of progressive Humanity. Did the Zimes mean ‘liberty,” not.
right? In thatview, it isstill wrong: for nobody hasa birth-liberty,
either to debase himself into a beast, or to deal out a drink which..
debases others. The publican, it is true, has the privilege, mﬂ the
licensed liberty, of contributing to degrade his country,—and * pity
’tis ’tis true.” We shall seek to create a moral and national

* .Eri':'mmv. of ra:_-ﬁmmmmm. 42
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rry for the abrogation of that unhappy licence ; so that the
Eﬁhjch gave in ig;nra.nm, may take away in knowlege and
wisdom, the pernicious privilege which embruteth the nation.

§ 76. The Times talks of the right of Society to deal with that
which ¢ directly interferes with comfort and morals.” Herein the
Times goes far beyond the Alliance. Ve do not seek to legmlz_a.te in
that style. e only seek to be permitted to enjoy our own I?ghta,
including the right of profection from wrong. Many things disturb
our comfort—many ° vices’ antagonize morals ; yet we do not
demand laws for their suppression.® If the T%mes’ contributors were
every night to drink themselves drunk, in their own snug libraries,
and we were to know it, we might regret the painful fact, but we
should not therefore call in the aid of the Policeman. We do not
even aim at making the world either © sober’ or ‘moral’ by Act of
Parliament ; we demand Protection for ourselves, and play for the
faculties of Society, that those who will work out the high purposes
of life may not be hindered and burdened by those who will not.
It is not the mere °vice’ we aim at; it is the terrible swarm of evils
and hindrances within its womb: it i3 not the °immorality’, but
that which is behind it. The Traffic is the Mater Malorum ; and
we destoy the mother to strangle the children. The brood is con-
fessedl Dzad.f Can it be shown that the Dam herself has a right
tolive? However, the policy of the Z'%mes is different. Like Jason,
it would sow the Dragon’s teeth that have sprung up info armed
and iron crimes for centuries; but, unlike Jason, it would not give
them the coup de Maine!

§ 77. And now for the Magisterial disciple. Is he prepared to
cash his own words—to abide by his own Bill of Rights? Flas
every man a right to go into any house of recreation and do as he
Jikes? Have we a right to go into a London Hell, and amuse.
ourself with hazard, or rouge ¢t noir? Have we a right to go into
‘the village curse’ to-morrow forenoon (being Sunday), and enjoy
ourself over a glass of gin or pale ale? This, to be sure, is not our
notion of enjoyment—but if it were, would the law which the
‘honorable’ and ‘worshipful” gentleman is sworn to execute (but
which at the Publicans’ dinner he certainly mis-represents),—would
that law, we ask, sustain us in so doing? His own advice, again, is
Just as much a limitation and contradiction of his doctrine o
‘rights’ as the law itself. First, * every man is to be allowed to
enjoy himself in his own way”; but second, he is by-and-by to have
a stop put to his own way by the Publican, who then assumes to be
Judge of the wants of his customers, and ends with dictating when

s P

* The man who cannot distingnish batween vice and orime isincompetent to discuss
social problems. Most erimes are vices, but all vices are not erimes: Crime is limited
to social sins—i.e. offences against the requirements of social life.

¥ The Times of July 30, 155, saya:—"* We do not attem i

[ : pt to question thn conntless
evils of Intemperance, or the advantage of endeavoring to m;&lprﬂ'&s s0 productive o
source of crime.” But what is the productive source of Intemperance ? Instead of

ting rid of the sonree—it recommends counteraction, " dnd why,” asks Canon

WELL, " should there be countoraction? Why ai i b ta
Aot Mo . ¥ give publie (drinking) houses to draw
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they shall be gratified again! Now, if the Public Servant has a
right to dictate to the Public Customers * when they have had
enough,”—the Public itself has a still more imperious right of dic-
tation, both over the Servant that it authorizes to sell, and the
Members of its own body that it permits to purchase—under
conditions. The right of interference is part and parcel of the
Licence Law already extant—the degree of interference is a question
of utility and efficiency, which may soon be settled.

§ 78. The law, then, has interfered with the Traffic; and, in &
variety of ways, does set bounds to its activity, because it is evil
Like a dangerous ox, it must not be trusted at large, and nowhere
without its legal muzzle and its sworn keepers. In all these
respects 1t shows itself to be a trade without a parallel. Has the
object of interference, then, been accomplished? Have the bitter
waters been made sweet? Has it ceased to people the poorhouse
with paupers, to fill our streets with disorder, and disgrace our
towns with riot? Has it lost its power of polluting women and
depraving men; of feeding the hospital and crewding the gaol? In
what material respect has the Licensed System answered its avowed
purposes? If 1t has done so, why these Parliamentary Committees
and Reports, session after session, and year after year? If it has
not answered its end, why object to the introduction of another
legal system that will ?

§ 79. The Times tells us to rely on *‘ many agencies in operation
“‘which were denied to former ages, We have more schools, more
¢ churches, more educafion, and a greater diffusion of religious
¢“feeling. Cannot we avail ourselves of these means of moral
¢ suasion ¥’ We cannot understand why the Zimes doesn’t teach
the government, for the same reason, to annul all law, and disband
all police, and avail itself of moral suasion—if it credits its own
leaders. We are accustomed to believe that we require both law
and logic; both the policeman and the preceptor; and that we
have little enough when done. Is it not so? Yet why should we
leave *¢ the countless evils of intemperance, and so productive a
source of crime,” to the hope of being diminished 50 or 100 years
hence, if we can extinguish them to-day by ‘¢ the absolutism of a
Maine Law 7 Is it not in that way that we actually do try to get
rid of crime? Did the Zimes not advocate the shutting up of
Betting-houses ? . The question, however, is one of right, and not of
time, or of education. Education, and the other agencies, have
their own positive work to do, and should not be expended in mere
negative, and as facts prove, inadequate counteraction.* Our
question, therefore, returns—Is the Licence system effectual 7 and
if not, shall we not try a system that is? Moreover, the Panaceas
of the Times have all been tried long ago, aud all have failed. In
Sweden, in America, in Germany, we have had more education,
more recreation, more religious training, than we are likely to have

® Foarther on (# 166), it is shown that the most ignorant qnqnﬁas pre nn_mnﬂ'at tha
leaat criminal; n{;ul the most educated amongst the mosi criminal {
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(without a Maine Law) for the nﬁd century in {-131'11511;1 u’m ?dni:?f
1 disease, and pauperizsm, all came up 1n due ; y
g:grejintnlemi;le. ﬁ?ld E:rh:,r? The Zimes sees only half the truth
when it talks of educationand religion counteracting intemperance—
it fails to see the reverse of the medal—Xhat intemperance coun-
teracts education and religion, and has the best of the batile. W i::]].
says Canon StowELs :—‘“ It is not enough to say ¢ Educate, Chris-
tianise, Moralise the people, and then they will not drink. Give
them Sunday recreation, and a variety of sources of pleasure ; give
them Parks, Mechanics’ Institutions, Lyceums, and Athensums ;
these are the counteractions to drunkenmness.” I ask, have they
roved so? Have they much abated drunkenness ? Have we reason
to expect that they will # Where we have one mechanics’ institu-
tion, church, or<hapel, we have some thirty beerhouses, alehouses,
or dramshops. And, after all, knowing what man is—knowing the
corruption of our nature—knowing how difficult it is to withstand
temptation,—what right have we to expect that moral machinery wild
counteract all these fatal incentives to intoxvication 2’
§ 80. From the nature of the case, and the fact of the law, we
deduce the inference that no man has a right to buy, or to sell,
intoxicating liquors. Rights are absolute, either in nature or society ;
but the privilege of sale and purchase is conditional. It is, there-
fore, only the abstract theorist, carried away by a moral yet melan-
choly monomania, who has the logical right of objecting to this
argument ; and Ais particular view we disposed of at starting.
WNecessitas non habet legem. For instance, a man may justify the
pulling down the house of another, provided it be done to prevent
the spreading of a dangerous fire. DBut what flames were ever so
dangerous and destructive as those of the Traflic in *fiery Alcohol” ?
Necessity is the highest law of the occasion—so to speak, the Divine
prerogative,—which has no law above it. From necessity, then,
which is MORAL UTILITY, wWe undertake to deduce the right of inter-
ference with the liquor traflic, to the extent of prohibition.

After the year 1724, the Spaniards prohibited the introduction of
brandy into Chili, because, says RAYNAL, “‘the natives had become
excessively fond of it, and, when intoxicated, used to take up arms,
massacre all the Spaniards they met with, and ravage the country
near their dwellings.”* What man, out of Bedlam, and always
excepting the theorists, would dispute the prudence and the right,
or deny the duty, of proscribing the dangerous thing ?

The Rev. Mr ANDREWS, in his account of the Mohawks of Georgia,
thus describes the effect of spirits upen them :—“They grow quite
mad—burn their own little huts—murder their wives and children,
or one another,—so that their wives are forced to hide their guns
and hatchets, and themselves too, for fear of mischief.”+ The

e

* History of the Indies. London, 1788, Vol. iv. p. 209, Wa are glad {0 1 tha
thia law still praﬂ:ila 1',:1 8 greatextent. It is referred to in Wilkﬁs‘ rr-;.uﬂn.lgmu:
Eﬁlﬂ?ﬂgfnmd“?gﬂ ~—] There Iﬂﬂrl:'.l alfmirut!lrierrgufa!t'on of the Chilian Government,

hat of not parmitting liquors to be brought within a lea
sgvere penalty, which is strictly enforeed.”—i. 74. gii8iof acy mine, URCAEs
+ Vide Pinkerton's Foyages. xii. p, 415
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Settlers in that province, therefore, interdicted. bv an e

the introduction of any kind of ut;:ung wa.temf:[’ E[?Ley ﬁ:ﬁm
deny the wisdom of such a measure, would be about as mad as the
Mohawks themselves, ;

And have we not amongst ourselves at all times—more in number
than many nations of Mohawks, and constituting our ‘dangerous
clmes-’—_pamuns who are literally rendered criminal or mad with
strong drinks ? It is, therefore, not a violation of right, but a call
of duty, to do all we can to put strong liquors out of their reach.
This, at least, we have the right to do; unless they have the righé
to make themselves mad and mischievous, and to claim our help in
the process.

§ 81. Let us take a necessity of another kind ; not involving
violence to the body, but danger to its health, and risk of life.
Some epidemic is in the city ; and we have if, upon the evidence of
our own observation, or the authority of a medical board, made
probable that a certain kind of food, or certain shops and trades,
constitute the nidus of the pestilence, and give a feartully increased
potency to its ravages? What is to be done? Is the municipal
safety to wait upon the period when, by education or otherwise, you
shall have produced a unanimous conviction upon the people con-
cerned in these habits and trades,—a thing not very likely to be
done, or at all events, not to be readily achieved ? Is the disease, in
the meanwhile, to go on affecting the general tone of health, and
striking down our sons and daughters—the innocent with the guilty ?
But such is the Traffic precisely—such the drinking of alecholie
drinks anywhere—such its fatal power in aggravating disease and
disposing to infection. Half our typhoid fevers are owing to this
agency, and three-fourths of our cholera cases. In Washington, in
1832, the cholera was raging. The doctors declared the Illm-ﬂhig
to be its feeders ; their customers the media of disseminating
infection, as well as the earliest victims. Whereupon the following
was passed and published :—

¢ Hesolved—That the vending of Ardent Spirits, in whatever
¢ guantity, be considered a NuUIsANCE—and, as such, 1s hereby
¢ divected to be discontinued for the space of 90 days from this date.
¢ By order of the Board of Health. JamEs LAnwarp, Sec.’

as the board wrong in thus protecting the publie health from the
contagion of the Traffic? If the law had the right to close the
traffic for 90 days, or 90 seconds, it had, if necessary to the end, the
right to extinguish it for ever—i.e. to keep it closed. We can no
more have pestilence in the city without being injured by it, than
we can have chemieal works near our homes without sufiering from
the fumes ; and if we are entitled to protection in the latter case,
we are, a fortiori, still more entitled to it in the former. Dr A. M.
Apams, Professor of the Institutes of Medicine in the Andersonian
University of Glasgow, says, under date of November 29th, 1848 :—
¢ T have found the use of alcoholic drinks to he the mose powerful
¢ predisposing cause of malignant cholera with which I amacquainted.
- %‘Vera 1 one of the authorities, I would placard every spirit-shop.

S S i
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‘in town, with large bills, containing the words—CHOLERA SOLD
‘gere.” A just title; but because just, the Law should sTEP IN
AND sAY,—**Cholera shall not be sold here.” Here, then, in the
chief causes of that cause—in the houses licensed for dispensing the
elements of disease—we have a system quite as inimical to our
health and safety, as undrained houses, or unflushed sewers, or
heaps of rotting matter—nay, we have in that which creates the
drinker, an agency that is not simply a stationary nidus of desease,
but one which distributes walking plagues throughout the land. To
tell me that I have a right to abate the passive nuisance, but not
the peripatetic pestilence, is to insult and mock my common sense.*
To complicate the problem by declaiming on the responsibility of
the drinker, and telling me that he was not forced to purchase
drink, ete., is worse than idle. 'We have nothing to do with these
responsibilities, and leave drinker and drink-seller to adjust that
matter between them.t It is the e¢ffeet of which we complain—it is
protection that we demand—and we take the only effectual, which
15 evermore the only right, method of obtaining it. Instead of
indulging in diatribes against the drunkard, or the drink-seller,—
or deploring the mischief of the system in beautiful but barren
words,—we march under the broad banner of Law, and to the music
of rejoicing humanity, direct for the Capitol itself, and seize upon
its magazines and munitions of war. The Law, as Professor STUART
has observed, ‘‘does not purpose to destroy those who are misled
and drawn to ruin, but to cripple and annihilate the power that
misleads them.”

§ 82. Society has frequently asserted its right, not simply to
suppress the Traffic in spirits, but, under necessity, to prohibit their
manufacture. Already we have furnished examples in the case of
the legal stoppage of the Distilleries, during seasons of scarcity or
famine. It would be monstrous, indeed, to aflirm that men, with
the prime right to live, derived from a common original, had not
also the sequential right to stop the destruction of that food, in the
lack of which the people perish ! ““Zo you it shall be formeat”—
is the Divine charter for prohibitive interference. No man has an
absolute right to food, or the land whereon it grows ; both are given,
as both are held, in tust: and to avoid certain consequences,
positive or obstructive, both fields and produce are often interfered
with. Law, landlords, farmers, merchants, buyers, are simply so
many varied media for assuring the production and distribution of
food, from the Father of All to his dependent children ; and in no
step of the process has the agency employed the right to destroy, in

.
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* The Times, in ita article on the Beer Bill, sa i i
The es, . DBee , says that a Public.hon . -
:-hmiyh anuisance, and that it is*idle’ to say so  But what we aE];-EnE: L"nﬂ";m’l?’ii
g at the Traffic in strong drink is o nuisance It is for the Times, the Tipplers, and the-
apsters, 1o separate the Traffic from the fruits of it : when they have done fhis, and

blanched the Bl i i i
: ;um:ﬂeﬂu:rb:mmr, our objections will cease, and a Maine Law will have

+ “Common Law," says Judge BracrstoNg; “declares that no man has a right to

:ﬂﬂqumupaﬁ-.&t.ha inj:;l:?-uf snother, and that the consent of the puity injured, is
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part or whole, the blessing to be conveyed— 1
tnIhJ'n deﬁ i t:ﬂ 1 ?i]rzlqopmenﬁ yed—nay, not even the right
n political disquisitions our principles are often unconsecio
maintained : as by Lord STANLEY, at the recent Annual Show {1%

of the Manchester and Liverpool Agricultural Society, which call
forth the following sensible remarks in a leader of the Manchester
Fxaminer —

¢‘Capital is as much the soul of agriculture as of trade. As the
motive power of labor, it is the essential auxiliary of all profitable
enterprize whatsoever. The landlords of England are, or ought to
be, capitalists, T'he land they possess is a national trust, to be culti-
vated for the common benefit. Every additional bushel of wheat
obtained from an acre of ground cheapens food, and places a larger
quantity of the means of subsistence within the reach of the grea
body of the people. Lord StaNrEY deserves credit for the manliness
with which he adopts this view. It is refreshing to hear from a

rson in his position such language as the following :—* He would
* say with confidence, that he thought land in this country ought to
‘be easier and freer to buy and to sell than it was. The real
¢ difficulties in the way were not legal, but social. One could
¢ sympathize with the feelings of a man who was reluctant to part
¢ with any portion of land he had once called his own ; but PERSONAT
¢ FEELINGS MUST GIVE WAY TO NATIONAL NECESSITIES, and he did no#
“ hesitate to say that, whether consciously or unconsciously, any
“ man was a wrong doer as regarded the community, who retained the
¢ ownership of land which he had not the power to improve, buk
¢ which he had the power to sell. The community had a right to
¢ say, Lither use your property profitably yourself, or let others use it
¢ for you. He wanted no English Encumbered Estate Act ; but he
¢ did desire that every landowner should be, so to speak, an encum-
¢ bered estates court for himself.” This is admirable : though it is
evident that his lordship’s principles are somewhat, though pardon-
ably, in advance of his disposition to put them into practice. If the
communily has the right to use the language he puls inlo its month, ié
has also the right to give to it legal sanction.”

Let us select a case or two, bearing specially on this subject.
PexnnanT says of Cantyre, in his second Zour in Scotland, that
“ notwithstanding the quantity of Bere [a kind of barley] raised,
there is often a sort of dearth; the inhabitants being mad enough to
convert their bread into poison, distilling annually 6,000 bolls of
grain into whisky,”*

e e T on et a dlhasan 1o hw Feutiokals, e
is chiefly brought from the West coast. The Quarterly Review has ascribed Highland
improvidence to whisky-drinking, being in part misled by an erroneous Excise return
regarding the consumption of whisky in Mull. In truth, however, the poor Highlanders
S o mense s i o L 8 A L
'Tf:; :::Tlmsl?;m?%ut ﬂ:u; nrstemgnl;‘ n:;:mll-hnl&in was displaced by lar

B ’
E ! - talin
requiring large capitals, which could only be generally brought by Lowland capitalists,
Hence l.lEa mﬁw-!':rara driven for a precarious subsistence to the poor '5"':'ir'1’-ll-4L in the -
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o, now, will contend that these people had the moral right (legal
ﬁg‘fi;h{:-; parr:lissinn they unfortunately had) to econvert bread into
oison, to enhance the price of the remainder, and to induce arti-
Eﬁal dearth or famine? Has a farmer a right to set fire to his
ripened corn? If not, how can he have a right to destroy it first,
and in the act of destroying it, induce a whole Pandora’s box of
evils besides :

Cox says, in his Travels,* ‘‘I was greatly surprized to find that
Sweden would produce sufficient grain for the internal cnnﬂmqptmn
of the inhabitants, if such large quantities were not employed in the
distillation of malt spirits.” We have seen what has since come of
the development of this ‘right,” and the 7imes, dealing in casunistry
and cheap philanthropy for the foreign market, has declared the
simple truth on that matter. ¢ The harvests have not augmented
¢ the general well-being in a degree equal to their amount, because
they have been wasted in the fabrication of a liquor which
¢ threatens to undermine the noblest faculties of the people.t I&
‘ neither supplies the natural wants of man, nor offers an adequate
¢ substitute for them. Indeed it is far too favorable a view to treat
¢ the money spent on it as if it were cast into the sea. J[¢ would
“ have been better that the corn had been mildewed in the ear.’” What
matters it whether there is actual famine or only scarcity? The
corn-laws were iniquitous at all times, though their pressure upon
the poor was most felt in seasons of dearth. So with this system
of Brewing and Distilling.T In famine and emergency, the selfishness
of Society, and its sense of self-preservation, lead to interference ;
but it should be recollected in pity, that there is always in societies
like ours, a wide border-land beyond the pale of competence, to the
dwellers in which, a Maine Law, by reducing the price of flour as
much as one shilling per stone,|| would bring comfort and happi-
ness ; while the existing system must sooner or later drive them

e

monntains and to barren patches on the sea-shore, which would hardly grow anything
save potatoes, and wlen these fail, famine stares them in the face Laws, therefore,
are wanted, which shall (1) PromIBIT such a use of the laud as enables a Landlord to
exile a labourer from a living.share of his fatherland, and (2) the capitaist from
aggravating social evils by diverting the produce of the soil from its natural use,

* Travels in Sweden. Dublin, 1784.—p. 810,

4+ The Times, Dee, 1853, says nothinge of trasting to T lucation and Moral
here! It goes for Prohibition in S we.;lﬁn_fm- Lim‘;m& 2 Koial Suasion

“0,the Times! O, the manners!”

+ "It wounld probably provoke rebellion if the government wera to licen
take such immense henps of grain and burn them down to ashes ; hutcewi{:'?c;:?eaz t::
would be to destroy the food of the famishing by fire, it may well be concluded that it
is far worse to convert them into beverages which incite those who drink them to the
commission of crimes, various in kind, and incalculable in number."—Bible Christian
Magazine.

! 8,748,000 quarters of grain—equal to fonr
destroyed in Brewing and Distillation.
Exeter, the mob was incited by Women,

maturer age are the mothers of lar ge
attributed 1o ignorance end the excifem
January 18th, 1354,

Jour years' importation—are now annually

This, 100, in & senson of Bread Riots “In
as in the riots of 1847, Several of itheprisoners
families, and their infuriated conduct mny be
ent produced by intoxicating drink."—Times,
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farther away into morasses of disease and mi or into ¢
vice and crime, P e
If every just man that now pines with want,

ad but a moderate and beseeming share
OF that which lewdly-pamper'd luxury
Now heaps upon some few with vast excess,
Nature’s full blessings would be well dispensed
1n unsopertluous even proportion,
And she no whit encumber'd with her store ;
And then the Giver would be better thank'd,

His praise due paid. Muorow.

§ 83. Who that witnessed them can ever forget the ghastly scenes
that transpired in Ireland in 1847-8 %—long after the w%-mt WFH.E over,
we gazed with horror upon the legacy which famine had left. At
the same time, in England, mobs of hungry, and often dissipated
poor, paraded our streets, headed by drunkenand infuriated women—
crying out for bread. Was there at that period, a real natural and
inevitable famine ? No such thing ! It was distinctly proved that
we had an ample supply of food for all the natural wants of the
people ; and that the impending horrors of starvation might be
averted by stopping the breweries and distilleries in their work of"
destruction. The terrible system, however, seems to be eating out.
the moral susceptibilities and energies of the country, rendering
torpid its conscience and petrifying its heart. Out of 600 senators
of the Commons’ House, not ene was brave and patriotic enough to
move for the remedy required ; and which, in other days of our
history, would have been instantly and providently applied. The
work of waste and wickedness went on, and the seeds of want were
sown broad-cast, to rise up toa foarful harvest. Then was seen a
nation mocking Christianity and Civilization with its hypoeritical
professions, engaged in a grand sacrifice of health and life to Baal
and Baechus. Wasted and wailing children wandered through our
strects—yet Appetite went on to the next Tavern, and drank the
bread of those innocents dissolved in gin! Famished mothers
walked the village lanes, where briery scents and blossoms mocked
their hunger—Respectability cast the hungered one a copper, and
passed on to drink its beer ! The Farmer saw the starving peasants
around him, but he too went on, ecarting the corn to the steepi
vat and the malt-kiln. The Maltster transmuted the grain inte
malt—the Brewers brewed it into stupefying beer, or the Distillers
into maddening whisky—and the Publican, whilst the voice of
hunger and suffering ascended to the skies, still went on dispensing
the pernicious products ;—above all, sanctioning all, waved the
banner of mistaken Law :

¢ L1oBNSED T0 DESTROY FooD AND CREATE Famuwe”
That period of indifference is a Llot upon our history—an indelible
stain upon our patriotism and humanity ; for thus and then was
destroyed by the makers, vendors, and purchasers of intoxicating
drinks, more grain than would have sustained in health and abun-
dance the entire population of the sister country. Half a million
of souls were sacrificed to the Traffic.



mmnrmmm. 143

~ § 84 Even the organ of the Publicans—the Morning Advertiser,
in its issue of October 30th, 1846—could foresee the coming
calamity, and admits the wrongfulness of destroying the food of the
people. It asked— O A s o nt -
¢ Whether it will not be a criminal and suicidal act to sacrifice
nearly eight million quarters of nutritious food, in the production
of innutritious drinks, when famine already stalks in Treland, and
her approach is hourly dreaded in this island ? From parliamentary
returns, the average annual consumption in brewing appears to be
upwards of 3,065,000 quarters, exclusive of a very large quantity
used in private brewing ; and in distilling, the annual average is
upwards of 3,872,000 quarters ; in the whole, more than 7,537,000
uarters ;—but the quantity estimated to be reguired for malting
or the ensuing year exceeds eight million quarters.

¢ Tn atime of famine, it behoves us to apply solely to the purposes
of food whatever is capable of furnishing nutrition, Dr Lvox
PLAYFAIR says, in one of his lectures :—‘I find that 100 1lbs of
¢ patmeal contamn 114 Ibs of the flesh-forming principle, and 78} 1bs
¢ fuel to support the heat of the body. Hence it is that oatmeal
¢ porridge is so well calculated for young people, who require an
¢ abundant supply of albumen to furnish materials for their growing
¢ frames. A good specimen of barleymeal, with its hisks mixed, 1
“found to contain as much as 14 lbs of albumen, or flesh-forming
¢ prineiple, in every 100 lbs, while the substances adapted to support
“ the body amounted to 68 lbs in the 100. Barleymeal is, therefore,
¢ more nutritious than the same weight of oatmeal.’

“ With respect to the quality of beer from sugar, all who have
tried it declare that it possesses the same qualities as the beer from
malt. By some it may be supposed that the working man will lose
a nutritive beverage ; but this is a misapprehension of the subject.
After fermentation, no albumen or flesh-forming principle remains in
the liguor, which has now become vinous. There may be some differ-
ence in the flavor, to which use would reconcile the palate ; but a
MATTER OF TASTE CANNOT BE ALLOWED TO COMPETE AGAINST SO
IMPORTANT AN OBJECT AS PRESERVING THE FOOD OF THE MULTITUDE.
As to spirits, those produced from sugar are well known ; and no
question can be raised in regard to comparative properties of
nutrition, since all kinds are equally deficient.”

Writers on Moral Philosophy, and Jurists, have uniformly con-
bended for the right of the State to prohibit that which directly
tends to impoverish it. Amongst the ancient Hebrews we find this
declaration :—“ He that withholdeth corn, the people shall curse
him.”  The same instinct of truth is at bottom displayed even in a
Bread riot: “We have a right to live ; and therefore to the means
of living”’—which is perfectly true, if the word ¢ natural’ is inserted
befc::-rl_a the word ‘means.’ If a man himself throws away his means
th_n.t 18 m:_mther question. To destroy corn is much worse than 1_-,5
withhold it : hence an early law of England sternly prohibited the
conversion of corn into spirits for the purpose of beverage. Queen
Euzapers strictly enforced this wise old statute, and treated its
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infringement as a social offence. Sir Marrrew Hare earnestly
support d it, and opposed any attempt at its abrogation, predicting
'I;gmt millions of people would destroy themselves by such fatal
liquors. When the act to encourage distillation from corn was
passed, WHISTON wrote thereon : ¢ Parliament has abrogated av
good law: nay, they have in reality encouraged the people to drunken-
ness, and to the murder of themselves,” PALEY has these admirable
words : ‘From reason or revelation, or from both together, it
¢ appears to be God Almighty’s intention that the productions of
¢ the earth should be applied to the sustenance of human life, Conse-
‘quently, all waste and misapplication of these productions is
“ contrary to the Divine Intention and Will, and therefore wrong,
¢ for the same reason that any other crime is so,—such as destroying
¢ or suffering to perish, great part of an article of human provision,
“in order to enhance [or with the effect of enhancing] the price of
¢ the remainder,*® or diminishing the breed of animals, by a wanton
¢ or improvident consumption of the young. To this head may
‘also be referred what is the same evil in a smaller way, the
¢ expending of human food on superfluous dogs or horses: and
¢ lastly, the reducing the quantity, in order to alter the quality, and
¢ to alter it generally for the worse,—as the distillation of spirits
¢ from bread-corn.’*
85. It has been sufficiently shown, we hope, that ‘liberty’ is not
1ight ;—that the only just liberty is rational liberty’; and that
amongst just examples of rational liberty, actions which are socially
evil, whether evil in their issues or tendencies, cannot be fairly
included. In the case before us, the evils are confessedly counTLESS
and UNPARALLELED. If society, then, does not infringe a rational
liberty, by proscribing and destroying the mere instruments and
facilities of erime—as the coiner’s die or gambler's dice—how can it
be alleged that we trespass upon a just liberty in prohibiting the
active, unscrupulous, and organized system which nourishes and
conserves three-fourths of the crimes and calamities of the nation?
There is no objection that can be framed to a Maine Law on the
ground of ‘liberty,” which will not hold good equally against all
law, and especially against the law for interference with drunken-
ness. Judge BLACKSTONE, in his Commentaries, states the case very
plainly :—* Let a man be ever so abandoned in his principles, or
¢ vicious in his practice, provided he keeps his wickedness to himself,
¢ and does not offend against the rules of public decency, he is out
¢ of the reach of human laws; but if he makes his vices public,
¢ though they be such as seem principally to affect himself, as
¢ drunkenness and the like, they then become, by the bad example
¢ they set, of pernicious effécts to soctety, and therefore it is then the
¢ business of human laws to correct them.”t If this correction can

——
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! = Moral Philosophy, book ii. ch. 11.

+ Commentaries on the Laws of England, i. p 124. There are other reasons for
locking up & drunkard: vs, to preserve himself from barm, and avoid accidents to
which he 14 exposed, whereby his family might become public burdens, or, by punish-
ment, to reform him snd wvert those evils in the fature, or, if excited, to prevent his
doing mischief
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(as we have attempted toshow) be really administered only by
prosexibing the Traffic, then it becomes our duty, and therefore our
irht, to proseribe and suppress it. With these views, we have little
iﬁmnca for the present systein of Legal Licence—a system which,
in simple truth, as the Judyes confess, consists in the Government
first. planting a hundred thousand Seminaries of Sin throughout the
land, and then, second, commissioning its Judicial officers to take
their stated ¢ circuits,” and ad%l{dga fo the mest advanced Studemts
the penaliies of proficiency. orse than the fate of Penelope this!
" Ttappeass as if we were doomed im our legislation to exemplify the
darkest. parts of elassical mythelogy ; for, like Jason, we sow our
dragon’s teeth, and, like Chrones, we strangle the offspring of our
own laws :—may we hope that the remainder of the fable will yet
fit us;—that, flying from the Saturnine past, we may, instead of
teaching intemperance to our peeple, inaugurate those arts, of

Industry and Peace that shall usher m the go age !

§ 86, Attempts have been made. by the cry of ¢Rights and
Liberties,” to instil prejudices into the popular mind. SMoILETT,
writing, of the year 1730; furnishes an illustration of the strange
lengths to which phrases will somefimes carry saciety.

¢ England was at this period infested with rebbers, assassins, and
¢ incendiaries, the natural consequences of degeneracy, corruption,
¢ and the want of police in the interior government of the kingdom.
¢ This defect, in a great measure, arose from an absure notion, that
¢ laws necessary to prevent.those acts of cruelty, violence, and rapine,
£ would La incompatible with the Gberty of British subjects ;—a notion
¢ that confounds all distinctions between liberty and licentiousness,
¢ as.if that freedom was desirable, in the enjoyment of which people
¢ find no seeurity for their lives or effects.’

BexraaM, long ago, characterised and confuted this style of
thing: *° With men of the same party, with men whese affections
are already listed against the law in question, anything will go
down; any rubbish is good that will add fuel to the flame;—but with
regard toan impartial bystander, it is plain that it is not denying
the vight of the Legislatwre or any discourse verging that way, that
can: tend to give /him the smallest. satisfaction. Grant even the
proposition in general—what are we the nearer ! Of what use is: it
to say so, when these bounds are what nobody has ever attempted
to work. out. to any useful purpose?! Either all rests in vag
assertions, and no intelligible argument at.all is offered ;, or, if any,,
such argnmentsiare drawn. from the principle of utility; arguments
which,, in whatever variety of words expressed, come at last to.
neither move nor less thanthis,—that the tendency of the law is, to.a
greatar or less extent, pernicious, If this, then, be the result of the
argument, why not come to ibat once! Why turn aside into a
wilderness of sophistry, when the path of plain neason is straight
before us ¥’ ,

& B’Ir Refleeting and influential writers oft the day have already,
we rejoice Yo see, admitted the hammony of the principles of governe
ment. far;l]u{:hammnﬁﬂnd with & prohibitony Liguor Law, They
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could not fail to perceive that the right of prohibition was virtuall
admitted in the Licence system, and, as n?a have before u'bsarved!:
the right to interfere af all carries with it the right to interfere
effectually. Moreover, these publicists have seen that the Licence
system was prohibition—partial prohibition, as regards places, but
still real prohibition in respect of ons. Can anybody, anywhere,
anyhow, qell strong drink ¥ No. y certain persons are permitted
to do this, and even they are prohibited as regards the person to
whom, the measure which, the place where, and the time when,
they shall sell.®* To talk about another step in that direction
being an infringement of * right,’ is not to reason, but to rant. Do
Justices grant ‘ natural rights’ at a Brewsters' Sessions? A whole
Alphabet of Applicants are there ; but the Magistrates refuse all the
Consonants, and empower only the Vowels to be Vintners. If A,
E, 1,0, U, and sometimes W and Y, are certainly privileged to sell :
B, C, D, and the rest down to Z, are certainly prevented from selling.

Why don’t the unsuccessful applicants make an outery about their
‘rights being invaded,” and copying the Bonifaces of Birmingham,
call upon the people to ‘make a stand’? Nothing can be more
palpable than the fact that prohibition, in some shape, is of the
essence of the present system, and hence the futility and falsehood
of the ery that Anti-Liquor Laws are a novelty in legislation. Pro-
hibition is simply the development of an acknowledged principle to
the point of effectunlity.

Mr CoNYREARE, in a generally excellent article in the Edinburgh
Review, thus ably justifies the expediency of total prohibition :—

“There are some trades to which the State applies, not restriction
“merely, but prohibition. Thus the business of coining money is
¢ utterly suppressed by law in all civilized states ; thus the opening
¢ of lotteries is a commercial speculation forbidden by the law in
¢ England. If it be asked on what grounds the State is justified in
¢ annihilating these branches of industry, it must be answered, that
¢ society may put down what is dangerous to itself—salus populi
¢ suprema lew. Any trade, employment, or use of property, detri-
¢ mental to the life, health, or order of the people, is by English law
¢ a public nuisance ; and in suppressing it, the state assumes the
¢ right of sacrificing private interests to the public good : and this
¢ not only when the detriment is physical or seconomical, but also
¢ when it is moral. Thus unwholesome graveyards are shut up,
¢ and noisome vitriol works pulled down, for their physical noxious-
“ ness ; private coining is made illegal for zeconomical reasons ; slave-
¢ trading, lotteries, cock-pits, bear-gardens, gambling-houses, bro-
¢ thels, and obscene print-shops, are prohibited on moral grounds.
¢ Now the liquor traflic, and particularly the retail branch of it, 15 a
¢ public nuisance in all three respects, both physicaily, aconomically,
¢and morally. By its physical consequences it causes death to

o e i Y,

- w firat immposes a general prokibition of the Traffic, and then provides for
pﬂrlﬂ?aifxﬂﬁliﬂﬂs. under l.'tqm plea Et" gonvenignoe,’ The Maine Law due!t;lu:hdit:‘.'re?
at all in principle from this theory—it but further radnces the noqvqnifmuﬂnu diul;a ﬁn“
one or two Municipal Agents in a district, selling for medicinal, artistic, ornon-
uses,—that is, for socially safe uses,
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¢ reduces thousands more to madness or idiocy, and afflicts
¢ L?;:-lif&gd:éth diseases involving the most wretched forms of bodily
¢ and mental torture. Considered in its smeconomical results, it
¢ impairs the national resources by destroying a large amount of
¢ gorn, which is annually distilled info spirits; and it indirectly causes
¢ three-fourths of the taxation required by pauperism a.uﬂ Frlmmﬂl
¢ prosecutions and prison expenses; and, further, it diminishes the
¢ effective industry of the working classes, thereby lessening the
¢ amount of national production. Thirdly, viewed in its moral
¢ operation, it is the cause of two-thirds of the crime committed ; it
¢lowers the intelligence and hinders the civilization of the people;
<and it leads the men to ill-treat and starve their families, and
¢ gnerifice domestic comfort to riotous debauchery.’*

§ 88. As to Trade, none of its legitimate claims can be infringed
by a prohibitory law. Flree-trade is a eulogistic phrase only so long
as it is confined to good things. A commerce like the Slave-trade
ean be free only in a dyslogistic sense—the freer it is, the worse it is.
Once, as SMorLETT shows (§ 69), the Traffic in gin was impudently
demanded as an aid to the traffic in men—and, in sooth, the two
trades may fitly go together: one enslaves the brutalized children
of Ham ; #he other brutalizes the civilized sons of Japhet. DBesides,
no argnment can be set up for saving the vats of the Brewer, or the
atills of the Distillery, by way of objection to an Anti-Liguor-law,
which does not equally hold against moral Temperance. But wiho
was ever fool or knave enough to drink the toast—*¢ May Commerce
florish on the drunkenness of our country?’ Bishop BErREELEY, whose
whole life was spent in the love of truth and in labors for humanity,
emphatically condemned the Distilleries as a curse:—* Better by far
“the whole present set of Distillers were pensioners of the public,
¢ and their trade ABOLISHED BY LAW, since all the benefit thereof put
“together would not balance the hundredth part of the mischief.’

A Maine Law, instead of crippling our commerce, or injuring
legitimate Trade, would not only send our Temperance Vessels with
augmented safety and diminished risk to their destined ports, but
multiply their number, and increase their profits beyond all parallel—
and Britain would not simply maintain her old position amongst the
-commercial nations of the world, but would attain to a higher destiny,
and wield a purer influence, than the most ardent of her patriotic
sons has ever dreamed for her. Even the T'imes, in its intermittent
fits of wisdom, can perceive the prodigious importance of liquor
abolition to a country. Here is one of its happiest dicta. ¢ Neo
‘way so rapid to increasz the Wealth of Nations, and the morality
‘of Society, as the utter annihilation of the manufacture of ardent
“ gpirits, constituting, as they do, an infinite waste and an unmixed
‘evil.’t The corollary is clear—No way so rapid to decrease the
Wealth of Nations as the encouragement of the Traffic.

* July, 1854. For a eriticism on some of its parts, see Works of Dr Fees ; vol. i.:
+ The King of Ewednn,}n I:u'la address to the ﬂiﬂif:ﬂctﬂhnr, 1850), thus refers to.the
Eﬂactbm':tg'anmerlance LEE:FJ;ttmnl.ﬁdﬂur ag‘riﬁ::t%re has made marked progress; and
Ya better employment of 1ts uce, it Bon ible ¢
quantities of grain. P found possible o export large
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- CHAPTER. VI

“Taar ToE LearstaTrve SuppRESsSION oF THE Liguor TrAFFIC
WOULD BE HIGHLY CONDUCIVE TO:THE DEVELOPMENT OF A PROGRES
SIVE CIVILIZATION.”

§ 89. Man, the individual and the race, is evidently formed for
ession in knowlege and power. It would be. a. libel on tfl':.

tor, and in contradiction of our highest consciousness, to sw
ose that knowlege was not tributary te: virtue and a moral life.

e insect, the bird, the beast, are governed in their actions by an
almost unerring 1mpulse, or adaptation, called Instinet ; an instinct
that finds its play with a rapidity and perfeetion altogether unlike
the labored results of human reason. It does not wait upon expe-
rience, but vaults to its maturity, so that the youngest working bee
is as wise as the oldest, and the cells of the honeycomb fabricated
in the last summer, are not a whit more perfect than the eells of
the comb which received the honey first gathered from the thymy
banks of the primitive garden. Reason, however, grows—develops
not' only in youth, but throughout the whole period of human
existence : Intelligence endarges, filling vaster spaces in the sphere
of knowlege, and taking deeper vision and broader Hights inte the
domain of nature: Speech, the winged messenger of Mercury, the
Registrar of History and Time, the nimble, subtle Slave of Science,
mu%"t;p]iea her powers to meet all exigences, and stores up in
Memory and in Books, the diseoveries and treasures of each sucees-
sive age for the service of the next. The architecture of man is
progressive : the conquests of one epoch are the historic stepping-
stones over which another generation walks to further achievement.
do, and subdue the Earth! is the everlasting chime to which the
world marches on its way to Industrial Con@uest—the daily music
of aspiration and of consolation which springs eternal from.: the
recesses of the human soul. ;

But man is a being of complex faculty: plysical, intellectual,
moral. And there is an hierarchy of powersi As the stars of the
firmament. differ in glory, so do the stars of the:mental heaven in
dignity and in use. We tread on the earth, yet the earth is but
our tent and field, not our everlasting home. So life is the Stage
and, Theatre, where. we have to learn to play our parts ift the
drama, and the body is the instrument. of the soul, with which our
work is to be done. Sense and the Bedy ave but means to ends
higher than themselves, [nfelligence comes nexb—which is: the
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Intellectual faculty duly trained and instructed. This, in furn,
must be subordinated to the Moral Will—to the uses of that Con-
seience which is God’s secretary within us,—of these divine en-
thusiasms of Hope and Aspiration and Reverence, that lift us above
despair, and make palpable the spiritual realities which we cannot
see,—of that still more God-like quality of Love that makes our
shearts beat in sympathy with the heart of hamanity, giving even
life for life, and which looks in tenderness and pity upon the
sufferings of the meanest things!

§ 90. CivirazaTrow, consequently, may be defined as the predomi-
‘nance of Humanity over Animality—the subordination and subjec-
tion, more or less perfect, of passion to princple—of impulse to

t—of selfishness to duty—of lust to love. We believe that
this subordination of the lower to the higher nature, the assimila-
#ion of desire to the Divine law of love, is the great end of being,
to:the race as to thedindividual. We believe, further, that this is
sirictly @ course—that it must partake of the attribute of progres-
sion, be developed by degrees, not infused at once. With this
faith in the destiny and possibilities of man—believing that such
a wcivilization is capable of indefinite advance—we predicate, in
addition, that the Legislative Suppression of the Traffie, under the
conditions propesed, would greatly conduce to a *consummation
most devoutly to be wished.’

Everybody who reflects, must see that the development of the
higher faculties of man is dependent on two eonditions—one posi-
‘tive, the other negative. 'We must secure to them their appropriate
exciternents on the ome hand, and we must remove that which
stimulates the lower faculties on the other ; for what these gain the
others lose. The rapidity of the development of these powers
respectively will be in an inverse ratio, since the torpidity of the
one is the activity of the other. The worst attribute of ¢ bloody.
war’ is not the blood that is shed,—of revolution or riot, not the
‘property that is destroyed,—but, in a moral point of view, it is the
errible stimulus which war and revolution give to the activity of
the lower passions,—the overbearing impetus which they impart to
the brutal propensities of man. This, too, is our objection to the
Traffic—it is a trade that deals out the very elements of disorder
and pollution—which, by necessary tendency and inevitable physical
law, disturbs and depraves the commumity, The Limes, 1n its
article on the Alliance, vegrets that the first Report had not *‘gone
a little into the physical bearings of the question.” And, perhaps
‘the T%mes is not unreasonable in its regret. Without pressing too
far the claims of physical Teetotalism, which is the proper business
of the Temperance Society, it is quite within the provinee of a poli-
tical disquisition to probe to the bottom the social sores from which
the body politic is suffering. When that is done, it will be found
%:ﬂ ’;I;:;f is adplg,-rama.} philosophy and _lllj-‘i' underlying the social.

y and educational questions this is already perceived and
acknowledged; and, sooner or later, it must be go in regard to this
bopic.  Still, we wan fake our stand on the admitted Ficts of
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Socrery ; and without relegating the fundamental and lanator
truth which alone accounts for those facts, press home tlﬁla.ima n%
this social movement on the common sense and patriotism of our
eountrymen. (13

§ 91 ‘FiErY ArcoHoL’* we affirm, then, by necessary law,
antagonizes moral civilization, because it disturbs the normal action
of the soul, diminishes the activity of the superior powers, and
unduly excites the inferior propensities of our being, '
been confessed by the Legislators, the Philosophers, the Moralists
of all ages: it is the combined testimony of History, of Scripture,
and of Every-day life. Alcohol transforms the tender father into
the ferocious savage. It steels the hearts of mothers to the claims
of dependent children, sears the conscience of the criminal, and by

- extinguishing the last spark of pity, prepares him for the perpetra-

tion of his sanguinary crimes ;—in one word, -while it casts over all
the highest attributes of man the mire of sensuality and sin, it pro-
vokes to ungovernable cruelty and fury the baser and more brutal
passions of his nature. It is this law, this tendency, which
explains the reason of our social state of degradation, after all the
efforts of philanthropy and patriotism put forth for sixty years.
We have actually supplied the citadel we professed to assault with

ovisions and ammunition for sustaining the siege and protracting
the struggle. Mr Coanres Buxrtox has admirably expressed this
fact :—

‘It would not be too much to say, that if all drinking of fer-
‘mented liquors eould be done away, erime of every kind would fall
¢ to a fourth of its present amount, and the whole tone of moral feeling
“in the lower orders might be indefinitely raised. Not only does this
¢ yice produce all kinds of wanton mischief, but it also has anegative
¢ effect of great importance. It is the mightiest of all the forces
¢ that clog the progress of good. It is in vain that every engine is
¢ get to work that philanthropy can devise, when those whom we seck
¢t benefit are habitually tampering with their facullies of Heason
¢ and Will—soaking their braing with beer, or inflaming them with
¢ grdent spirits. The struggle of the School, the Library, and the
¢ Church, all united against the beerhouse and gin-palace, is but
¢ one development of the war between heaven and hell.’+

In other words, the Traffic is essentially adverse to civilization.
That the world is a battle-field, on which is to be played out t_h.e-
contest of Light against Darkness, of Good against evil, of _Crnll—
zation against Barbarism, is a thought of the very earliest times.T
In an age like our own, when the contending forces are more dis-
tinctly visible than at any former period, it behoves the Captain of
Humanity, not only to make a due survey of their own position
and power, but to estimate with accuracy the forces of the enemy

» WWestminster Review, 1855, It adds, “The fatal gift of fascinstion, which makes
dalliance with her dangerous.” See § 13, 15, 16, 29, 69, 73, :

+ North British Review, February, 1855, Article, How to stop Drunkenness.”
{ See 11 Esdras, chap. vii. verse &7.
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streneth of his stronghold. Some of our allies are doing
:]llii ;ﬂi:ll:ld thejgrt have already %iiﬂm?ered _t[m.i_; the great enemy 18
entrenched everywhere amongst us, with Intemperance for his

ief Engineer. ’ g

Gh;l‘?{g is, %:fskurr., intoxication that fills our gaols. It is intoxtcalon
¢ that fills our lunatic asylums. And il is intoxication that fills our
¢ workhouses with poor. Wereit not for this one cause, pauperism
¢ would be nearly extinguished in England.’* ‘ :

Tt is quite impossible, within the limits prescribed to this Essay,
adequately to measure and marshal the hosts of intemperance, for
their name is ¢ Legion.” All we can attempt to do, is to open up
glimpses into this wilderness of darkness, uncleanness, and horror.
We may briefly look at the following, however, .which stand out
most distinetly from the shadowed background :—

DRUNKENNESS IN ITS VARIOUS DEGREES,

Poverty, BEGGARY, AND PAUPERISM.

IGNORANCE, WITH ITS BRUTALITY AND VICE,

PROSTITUTION AND ITS CONCOMITANTS.

ACCIDENTS AND DISEASE, ESPECIALLY Iprocy AND MADNESS.
OFFENCES AND CRIME.

These are the adversaries of Civilization with which we have to
ficht, the barriers we have te level with the earth, that the car of
Progress may pass on its way. If is in contending with these evils
that the country is drained of its wealth, both of energy and purse,
and our positive conquests over Barbarismand Nature immeasurably
retarded.

§ 92, The mere Cost of the Drinking System, so far as a Pro-
hibitory Liquor Law would be likely to lessen it, may be approxi-
mately indicated here ; yet that is as nothing compared with its
moral mischiefs—its power to destroy the great ends of human life,
to mar human happiness, to break in with frightful discord upon
the bharmony of Society. Supposing that a Maine Law stopped
only three-fourths of the present Drinking,—leaving a tolerable
margin for domestic brewing, and for other possible sources- of
private supply,—we shall be under any preceding calculation, if

we t-:;stimata in round numbers the direct annual National Gain and
Saving as follows :—

Direct cost of 3-dths of the Liquors consumed, saved £56,000,000
Productive Labor lost by idleness and disease............ 30,000,000
Cost of Pauperism, Crime, Disease, Accidents, ete. ... 14,000,000

This £100,000,000, now annually wasted, is a sum as great as
was spent in seven g'cara upon all the railways of the kingdom, in
the very hey-day of railway projects—viz. from 1841 to 1847 in-
clusive ; a sum so vast, that if saved annually for seven years, it
would blot out the National Debt! If the diversion of such an

B ]
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* Mr CHanres Buxrow, in article just cited,
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amount of capital from ordinary channels %o ‘the construdtion of
railways, occasioned the country so much inconvenience and alarm
when spread over a series of years,—we leave the reader o realize
the prodigious impulse to Trade and Commerce, to Industry and

. Art, to Education and hopeful Progress, which must follow the saving

consequent on the Reform for which we plead. “I'he history of $he
world could not supply its precedent and parallél. “The demand for
labor would everywhere rise, and wages and profits relatively
ancrease ; food would become cheaper, because more plentiful ; agri-
culture and trade in every department florish ; and even taxes,

those vexed necessities, grow

* Bmall by degrees, and beantifully less.”

Withal, nobody’ would suffer, save those who, under the present

system, live upon the snfferings and the sins of others ; and they
only for a time. Nor do we here attempt to -estimate the less
obtrusive obstacles to progress involved in wasted, or altogether
perverted, faculty. ‘Carryre®wisely hints of asimilarly overlooked
evil, to be recognized some-day. *‘ Human association—which rwill
mean -discipline, vigorous wise suberdination and co-crdination—
is so unspeakably important. Professions, ‘regimented human
pursuits,” how many of honorable and manful might be possible for
men ; and which should not, in their Tesults to society, need to
stumble along, as mow, insuch an vnwieldy, futile manner, with legs
swollen into such an-enormous elephantiasis, smd mo go af all an
them" Man will oneday think of the force they squandor in every
generation, and the fatal damage they-encounter, by this noglect.”

§ 93. The first consequence of the Traffic, amenable to law, ds
Drungexness—or “disorderly conduet’ arising frominitial drunken-
ness, since neither law, nor physiolegy, mor logie, cam discover any
distinet, definable linme of separation. All that canbe said with pre-
cision is, that he whe gives his cnstomer exciting «diink, paepares
him for drunkenmess; which is some indefinable further stage, on
the same road. Tt may be the excitement-or perversion of passion,
or of sullen temper ; or it may be riotous or neisy excitement, of
vanity or combativeness ; or it may be the narcotismof heipless
drunkenness : but in«li stages, it exposes either the drinker, his

* family, or his neighbor to harm. It is not a right appertaming to

man by nature ; neither is it a privilege conferred by society, nor a
right springing from its eonstitution ; but it is a condition of revil
which has been legally prohibited, reven wiile its causes have been
Jicensed. : s

Baron BramwerLs is reported, in the Birminglam Mercury of the
16th March, 1856, to have said, in the case of wounding a policeman
atb Mipton :— When a man was charged with the trumpery affence
of being ¢ drunk and ﬂ':isorder%;’:s it did not nmatter whether he
was or was not punished.” ‘This seems very lax law, and worse

" morality, fora man in drink is often a demonin act, andat all times

.

R

* Life'af John'Sterling. ‘p. b3.
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‘dangerous either to himself or others. At the late Liwverpool
Assizes, Baron MAmTIN, sentencing two seamen to death for the
muzder of one W. Heousein that town, observes :—*“I don’t enguire
-what considerations induced the Jury to recommend you to mercy ;
"Erdha'.blj it was the state of drunkenness into which they supposed
all of you had reduced yourselves by the time the deceased 'had met
‘hisdeath at yourhands,” Accerding $o pue Judge, then, that crime
which is the-chief cause of most crimes isa “trumpery offence’! and,
according to some Juries, the previously putting oneself into aoriminal
‘stute is an excuse for the worst eriminal acts !'! A judge appoinied
to vindicate the law, pleading the veniality of that drinking which
Teads princes and people alike to forget the law (Prov. xxxi. 5), isan
event which we hope doesmot often occur in an English Assize Court.
Towhat extent does this vice prevail? It prevails more or lessin
‘all classes and in ‘every rank, Not in the highest circles in the
- grossest form, for 1t is no longer fushionable to get openly  drunk’
and boast of it—but in its modified ¢ disguise,’ its preparatory stages,
it 1s not atall nfrequent. Amongst literary men we have, in:our
own time, 'kuown many examples. Several of the very fivst writers
of the day ore, or have been, victims of alcohelic or morphinic
excitement. Thepast generation yields a terrible catalogune—Porson,
Byrox, Haziarr, CampeeLy, CoLERIDGE, Lams, JerrrEYS, WILsow,
Hooxk, Hece, Beorr, Tmom, Canvron, Maciny, and many others.
At the Universities, both of Britain and Ireland, drinking and s
kindred vices of dissipation and gambling, are notoriously commeon.*
In the Army and Navy, witness some reeent disgraceful escapades:+
‘The Christian Chureh itself is not safe from the ravages of this
insidious foe. . '““The Priest and the Prophet err through strong
drink.” We have known, not one minister, but scoves, ruined by
the Syren Alcoliol. Three distinguished dissenting preachers, n
our own locality, whom we knew, were dismissed from their pulpits—

e e e
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* Punch and the Fxamine school lay the blame of Scottish drinking on what they
are pleasad:to eall the ® bitter ' ob=ervance of the Sabbath. Does a relozed observance
atour Universitia= mend the matter? A charch newapaper has the following {rom its
Oxrorp corresp ndent :—" Ever since I have known Jxford +t all, deseormion of the
Sabbazh has becn aprecding in every direstion like a flood. Tt is true that one or two
colleges alsoluiely require attendance on at least one of the sermons, but a3 a greneral
#ule it is about the dersier vessort of Sunday smusements—the last refuge from envi
when all aise have Miled. [Tt #s that which enters least into most men's Sunday
thoughits—in many cases vevrr being thovglt of at all. Taking o faiv sverage, ' con-
wiler, from constaut personnl dbzervation, thet, gt the mum?, the ordinary .l;,“rqg
attendance ofthe undergraduates does not record one insiz, Al the evvesses of Oznpord
smemoralify scem {o veach their hedght on this ene dayof the 1oesk, 1% WHICHK 1 HYRE ARE
:f ﬁ;ﬁ::;at.} minf' J‘n:rumia or reading. 1.'11:;.1&!1 may of 1those who would shrink Trom

o depthis of vica, seruple not o gpen o blessed A i ;
drinking, and druwsiness. g hoursof God'sdny in smoking,

+ The ¥orning Star of October 11th, 185, records the melane ,

of the Honorable Lknteast Wopenousk, untle to the Brﬂishhi?t;jr::ﬁdﬁ]ifﬁ;
Russian Court. 'The avidence proved that he died in consequencs of exhaustion
sbrought on by drinking Allsop's Ale and Grandy., Yet some Sophists would persunde
&ha public that iHcohul 18 food ! Aw regards the common soldiers, government tastifios
0,the prevaleuce of the vice; aLd iu ovder to promote the sobiiety and good conduet
of the soldiers, the sale of Ardent Spirits wus lately prokibitediin tha Conteens » pykifle
the Lards of the Aomiralty. have ordered the allowance of grog Lo be withdrams

the mudshiporen mnd Logs evguged in ‘the naval servige, e
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one, the eldest of the three, the Rev. E. P., fell into the snares of
drink, seduced a lady of his congregation, and died abroad :—the
second, the son of the former, and one of the most eloquent
prea.qllegs to whom we ever listened, became a hopeless
and it is to be feared died in that state, from the result of an
accident ;—the third, the Rey. W. T., we heard of, some time ago,
in the west, the most deia.ded sot of the place where he resided.
‘We could name several others less distinguished for talent, both in
the Episcopal Church, and amongst dissenting congregations, who
have fallen into the snare of strong drink. The newspapers of the
day are even now giving notoriety to three cases of drunken clergy-
men—one, & Sussex Rector, sentenced by the Arches Court # two
533‘1:3’ deprivation of his ‘benefice’; the other a cler n of
arlington, unanimously found guilty by the commission ; the third,
a clergyman of distinguished ability, who died of delirium tremens,
and whose Life Assurance is disputed by the office in which he had
assured !*

In the ranks and ecircles named, these things are very much
hushed-up ; the convenient cab conveys the genteel inebriate o his
home ; or, if there, the servants lead him quietly to bed, and thus
the public do not often hear of these cases ; but now and then,
when the curtain is withdrawn, what a revelation of interior life
there is ! Literary writers often talk of the vast sobriety of certain
classes.t Their wine bills tell a different tale. Things, no doubt,
are more civilized—are better than they were twenty or thirty years
ago—but they are still very dad. ¢‘There seems,” says an Edin-
burgh physician, *even at this day, too much reason to suspect
that we are entitled to boast of no greater improvement than that
what was, in many instances, done openly and boastfully then, is
practised secretly and evasively now.”f We can name one cathe-
dral city in the Northof England, where, of the last twelve surgeons
and physicians who have died there, it 18 certain that nof two were
sober men ; and equally certain that the lives of half of them were

.

e

* Fvan Ladics ave not infrequently found amongst the vietims of the fatal appetite
engendered of wine. Eaun de Cologne is sold in gallons to fashionable worgen—naot for
a scent, but to disguise ona. The papers for October 2, 1858, record the fact of an
intemperate female, once handsome and accomplished, the danghter of a gentleman,
the wife of a merchant capiain, and the relative of a distinguished historian, hrought
up before the Lumbeth police magistrate on a charge of being unfit to take care of her
cﬁilﬂ_mu—whﬂm ghe had leftin a brothel. She was sent 1o gaol. A few days later
appears the case brought before Mr NorToN iwhu- did his beet to get the poblicans
more slanghter-time). Not that of a fioor, unpolished, uneducated body, but of a lady
of birth, training, and condition—Mrs RusseLL—with traces of her former charms—
but an ontcast and an abandoned drunkard. She was mockeof wine, but does she
fall alone? Her husband was compelled to give np his practioe as a hrm{:mn—_w&nt
to Australia and died—but left behind a daughter, and this girl of sixteen is her
mother's companion, and is being inducted in all her mysteries of vice.

+ It is itself a proof of a wide spread love of drink, when we fiud men of station, and
conductors of the public press wickedly endeavoring, by every sophistical art and by
one-gided staistics, to lessen the odinm which attaches to the offence of drunkenness
jtself, and to hide its resl extent. They appear to express themselyos under the
feeling of the necessity of selfjustification, which alone accounis for the scornful
language they shower upon those social reformers who lament the evil and seek its

nra.* Pathology of Drunkenness, by CuanLes Wirsox, M.D. Edinburgh, 1835
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cut short by intemperate habits. The certificates of
Efiaﬁgn only the pm};ima.te cause of death—the disease of which
they died—congestion, erysipelas, apoplexy, paralysis, etc.—but
what was the cause of that cause? Mostly, habits of free drinking.
A physician, and a Mayor of one of our northern cities, observed to
a friend of ours the other day, that a large majority of the country
practitioners come to their deaths through intemperance; and that
an eminent London physician had told him that when summoned
into the country for consultation, fie very frequently found that some
error in treatment had been committed in consequence of the vinous
obfuscation of the medical attendant, but that he could rarely
recommend a change, since in most cases a change would have made
no difference! What the amount of actual drinking is, may be
judged from the fact, that it appears from the returns of Assurance
ocieties, and of the Registrar-General, conjointly, that, excluding
altogether the cases of mortality just indicated, one out of 19 of the
adult male population between the ages of 30 and 60, dies of
drinking! What is the carnage of the Crimea compared with this
perpetual slaughter 1
04, Descend, however, from these small classes, to the bulk of
the people—to the Nation, in fact, for whom laws ought to be
made ;—examine into Intemperance amongst our Tradesmen, our
Mechanics and Craftsmen, our Yeomanry and Peasantry, once ‘our
country’s pride ;” and all that mass, technically entitled ‘the lower
classes,”—and what do we then find? CrasbE’S descriptions, in the
beginning of the century, are not yet obsolete. We can speak for
the habits of one large town, and one of the most moral in the king-
dom. You might go into every public-house in the neighborhood
of the shops and houses of the Tradesmen, and from eight to twelve
o'clock you should find a room, sometimes two, crowded with these
men, debating local or general politics, discussing current events or
private character, but invariably drinking spirits, and the great
majority going home, not certainly much before twelve o’clock, half-
seas over or ‘the worse for liquor.” Even if these men are a little
too much elevated, or ‘cross the line,” they will not be taken to the
police-office. 'We could go through the history of dozens of such
persons who have been known to us, and show the effects of this
system in the neglect of domestic life, in the lowering of the moral
tone, in the sure generation of a craving for the drink itself, in
injured health, in tainted character, in inattention to business, often
in bankruptcy, and, in some instances, in the climax of suicide,*

*® The Daily News,in & lender on Drunkenness, and with no favo

probibition, recently gave the following testimony concerning Lt'_r.l'ghig B::Lﬂli‘lscaatf::'?;f;
the real fruits of that system which it proposes to knoek down with bat and ball*
Cricket, no doubt, is a very good thing in its way, and in daylight, but as a remedy
for the drunkenness and erime hourly and everywhare bubbling up’ﬁ-um this Traffic—
bah! * We 1-_m1.:a in our eye one smail county town, where there are Schools and Clergy

: & Mechanics’ Institute, and a Temperance Society, but where, in seven years thare
“have died of drinking, five inn or public-house keepers, five or sir shopkeepers or
: master workmen, and artizans and laborers in proportion. In this place. there is ng

Buitable ground for cricket, Buch broad hints abound all over the country,’
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The case of one person may be given. We were pecuniary sufferers
by ‘the ruin he brought upon himself, il o distine(ly
trace to the public-house and the habits it induced.
mﬂg‘ﬂ?"! ""i'?h"ni;;;a first kmew him, nearly 30 years ago, was a y
man of genial temper, of great ess, and of considerable ;
His ‘brother was one of the most distingnished artists of %he
country. Af his father’s death, H. R. inherited a respectable
hbusiness and & competeney. His mother also was handsomely pro-
wided for, and ‘the children of the artist—uho had limself died of
drink before this event—were also pensioned. The father’s business
was carried on by the son for some years, and money made. He
had married, and the result of that marriage was an only daughter.
We knew the mother well. She was pretty, sensible, and kind.
g neighbors, we occasionally visited. This, we believe, was
‘the happiest part of H. R.%s life. Sometimes he would invite us to
a quet game of chess or draughts; or to a friendly cup of tea,
where we would discuss muffin and metaphysics. As years passed
away, a change was visible. We seldomer found him at home ; and
learned that he spent his evenings mostly at the <‘respectable’
‘Tavern. The sweet little daughter was growing up, no doubt her
mother’s consolation; but withal we noted in the parent an
indescribable chamge; as though a shadow had settled upon her
soul, and the lights of the domestic banguet had been put out. The
secret escaped-—little by little—’twas drink, and dissipation, and
the wice that ‘petrifies the feeling.’ In the meantime, ke had
relinquished his trade, and become an Agent for transacting business
by Commission. It was in this way that a vessel laden with cargo,
for our interest, came to be consigned to him. Well do we recollect
the last time we saw him—at his own house, in the suburbs of the
town; and at a handsome dinner party. He had grown ‘gross’ in:
n: almost every trace of the earnestness and spirituality of
other days had disappeared ; though he still displayed his old talent
for discourse; being a well-vead man and a showy talker. The
forms of that gentle woman and of the graceful daughter are now
before us; though we never saw them more. We were called away
from the vicinity for awhile; and in the interval rapid changes
occurred ; the real truth and full particulars only coming to our
knowlege some years afterwards. Drink and its associations had
eaten out honor, and destroyed even natural affection in this man.
He settled in London; pursued his old habits; misapplied to an
enormous anount the bonds, money, and scrip entrusted to him ;
and was declared insolvent—paying scarcely a penny in the pound !
On a visit to his native town, he had borrowed money of his sur-
viving parent—but even this was not enough. He surreptitiously
obtained possession of Deeds and ‘Securities—probably with the
view of raising money upon them, or estorting money from the
aged witlow—and was arrested at the station, when about to start
for America. Shortly afterwards, however, he sailed from Laver-
‘pool and reached New York—only to pursue his old course, in that
city of temptation and sin, After awhile, he reached California,
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herethe end came, speedily and sadly. Remorse seb in, followed
gy ihf?éapair of a dﬁiﬁle and enervaled system. His wife, left
belind, died of a broken heart, and his mother followed. His
daughter, well educated, through the aid of friends, became a gover-
ness,, and ultimately married and went abroad. Who can declare
the sufferings of that wretched prodigal? Phantoms of that
wronged and aged mother—of that forsaken, broken-hearted wife,
—would gather round his bed ! —visions of that worse than orphaned
child, abandoned to the cruel charities of the world, would come to
reproach him in his guilt! His only comfort. now—rthe' deceitful
glass! In an access of delirium, may we hope —the unhappy man
severed the artery of life. How many, like this victim, has the
Traffic tempted and ruined ! ) ¥ .

95. An antagonist of the Maine' Taw has said—“Tt is never
doubted that the greatest earthly curse is the Sin of Intemperance.”
Tt has, nevertheless, been frequently urged that drunkenness is so
rare now, that it is not worth while sacrificing the convenience of
getting ‘a glass” between 11 and 12 o’clock at. night to get rid of
1t—and that only 1 in 32,000 of our population gets drunk!!! Now
in opposition to the statement that the intemperance of the masses
frequenting these houses has materially diminished, we affirm that
there is no legitimate authority for the assertion. :

Police returns are no guide as to the real extent of drunkenness, *
(§61.) Inmany towns, as in Manchester, the police have instruc-
tions not to take up drunkards. The Parliamentary Report says—
“However drunk and ineapable they may have been, they do not
®appear upon the return. If every disorderly person found at night
“were brought before the Magistrate next morming, the police
‘wonld' have very little rest’—(p. xiii). In very few places are
“extremely respectable people” taken up at all. Mr Councillor
SurrH and Mr Alderman Browx, when recognized, are politely
assisted to a cab, or gently helped lhome; for how can the Police-
man be rude to his masters ? Nor are the assaults reckoned, nine-
tenths of which are also cases of drinking. Nevertheless, Messrs
Daxsox and Wike handed in to the Parliamentary Committee
statisticsi as to the amount of drunkenness in various towns (some
of these we give), which, though caleulated from very imperfect
Police Returns, arve sufficiently striking. It is certain that two
millions of persons are constantly suffering from police-recognized
drunkenness alone ; not to speak of privite drinking, which is four
times as great, and fen times as bad in its effects on domestic life.

* In most. Enplish towns the cases 'of assardt appenras snch i the Police-books:
when, andar & proper system fths should be entered as: assaults while under the
dnfluemce of drink ‘The arjumest founded onihe fnet that i many larga towns the
number of spirit-sheps has lessenedl, is worthless.  For, first the D:am;'agnpa and Gin-

aces: have beeome much: larger and wore seductive: ; [ !
i A ol B ri ve; nud second) Becrbouses and
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TOWNS, DRUNKEN CASES FROFORTION TO
BREOUGHT UF. FOPULATION.
ExcrLaxp. ]
Limrpnul cereseessananiasas 18,522 1in 20
Birmingham ...... i o' ' (miaTals 867 1 in 268
| Sheffield ........ T E R 11312 1 in 1“3
. SCOTLAND.
el Chagpow TS0 SoRI SOl N 14,870 1 in 22
(e Edinhargh o ooivaes S 2,793 1 in &7
Dundes  c.vveeosen SR Rl 2,931 1 in 26
IRELAND
| D'I:I.hliﬂ.-n-..- ----- P e e IB,T-EB lin 14
W ORI o e e i T e P 8,158 1 in 10
!. Eelfast....... LI I R 2.‘132 1 in 38

No doubt, however, there is less drink consumed, in proportion
to the population, than there was twenty-five years ago; no doubs
the number of hours to which the people are exposed to the temp-
tations of the Traffic is less; no doubt recreations, excursions, and
books, draw away for ¢he time numbers from the drinking-houses,
and in these various ways check the tendency to increased intem-
perance (no thanks to the Traffic !)—but the great fallacy of the
epponent consists in forgetting that some millions of our people have
given up intoxicating drink altogether, and thus escaped from the
meshes of the spare and the sphere of its influence. They are,
virtually, an imperium in imperio. This species of ‘counteraction,’
however, cannot be expected to be permanent, as most certainly 1t
will never become universal, while the Traffic is licensed to coun-
teract its influsnce—(practical temptation versus theoretical duty).
It is an enthusiasm of Benevolence, that, in the nature of things
must diminish with the removal of the extreme evils which excite
it; leaving, unless the Palladium of Law be planted on the soil,
the hereditary evil to spring up again, in another generation, as
rampant and ruinous as before. But why should Society thus ever-
more be imitating the task of Sisyphus? Why, with straining
muscle and vast expenditure, urge up the Rock of Offence, towards
the inland verge of the ClLiff, to come down again by natural gravity
when our efforts are relaxed? Why not finish the work, by lifting
the Stone to the very summit, whence it may be toppled down on
the other side into the ocean of oblivion ?

The 7%imes objects that England is sensibly progressing towards a
better state—that drunkenness has abated. But why should we
any more be content with the three-fourths, or ome-half, of our
residual drunkenness, than with the' one-fourth that is gone ? No
doubt, knowlege and temperance have led to the lessening of dirt,
and of many unmsanitary conditions; is that any reason why we
should be content to suffer the vast amount of preventible disease
yet extant 7 Are not the wives and children of the drinkers that
are, just as much entitled to protection as those of the drunkq.rds
that were? The objection is neither common sense nor humamty:
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-« just as good (or bad) against sanitary law, and laws against
?ﬁgfﬂ;.] Eii;;bﬁng;, astaga.inﬂ% the necessity or policy of prohibition.
Competent witnesses, after all, doubt whether intemperance mungs?
¢ the People,’ whatever it may be affirmed to be in ‘mlf:_ct-'mrcles,
is materially diminished. DMr D. W. Harvey, Commissioner of
Police, says: ‘I think there iz very litile declension (during the last
c tweni:}' Fﬂm{ in the NUMBERS who are the WORSE FOR LIQUOR; _hut
¢a considerable decrease in those who are actually drunk. Right
¢ down drunkenness, in its unconscious sense, is not so common.™
Unconscious—that is, we presume, dead drunkenness—is not so
common, for the Publicans are shy of permitting it, out of motives
of policy. But what then? This sort of drunkenness is the most
innocent of all, socially and domestically regarded: while, on the
other hand, the first state is the most dangerous of all.t He goes
on-—** We have no decrease in the number of persons who are brought
to our stations, to be taken care of for an hour or two—to recover
¢ themselves.” Now comes a question. From which of the three
stages of drunkenness—drunk, VERY DRUNK, or DEAD DrUNK—does
the most crime proceed?t On the next page we find the Commis-
sioner referring to irregular characters (who, nevertheless, are not
certainly sober as a class), in the following polite terms:—* Hardly
¢ any persons conduct themselves better than gentlemen who trade on
¢ the capital of others; they are very discreet and l'eﬂect-ive.:‘ Of
course they are; for wery drunk men would be very bad thieves.
So, again, very drunk prostitutes would be very bad seducers of
youth: but yet no fact is mc}:'{e certain than this, for they declare it
themselves, that ** they could not carry on without drink.” Yes!
it is the Traffic that is the fountain and ‘refresher’ of this most
dreadful vice—a vice so utterly horrible as to rival even the deformed
parent from which it springs! Referring to thirty-three licensed
houses in the City of London which encourage prostitutes, exclusive
of eighteen others ¢ badly conducted,’ a total of fifty-one out of 626,
the Commissioner says:—¢The number of prostitutes brought to
“the police station for disorder 1s very greatly on the decline!” Does
that prove that undisorderly prostitution is on the decline? Again,
as to the dangerous classes connected with this drifking system—
¢ When the publicans are compelled to close their houses on Saturday
¢ night, many of their customers, well known to the police, resort to
“the Coffee-houses, and are there received.” In plain English, they
are primed at the Public-house up to the point of crime, and go to
the sober-house to concoct the plan. The Z'imes asks if it is worth
while for the Public to legislate on this evil; the Commissioner

ey

* s ort on Public-houses (p. 513). Wa do not know the difference hetween
acfual and notactual drunkenness. Alldrunkenness is drunkenness, whether half-
soas ovar, or right across to Calais,

+ MrCorrig, the Police Magistrate, in his evidence before the Derkeley-Committea,
in reply to question 284, ** Do outrages in consequence of drunkenness appear to be
committed late in the evening"eanawers—* Mo ; 1 think they are committed earfier.”
To question 286, he responds :—* The drunkenness which induces fighting and crinies of

violence is earlier in the evening.”
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admits that it is.:s0 great.as to make it worth while for the Publi

to legislate: ‘Now, they have troudls with their customers ﬁm
“certain hour of the night, and weuld be glad.of an excuse or pretext
“of Imy.ﬁn close their hoyses 2—1I think so,”

§ 96. DrINKING is obviously not a fiwed quantity. A public-house,
ar a beershop, planted in a neighborhood, attracts its customers.
They drink, and the drink creates the Appetite; which increases thie:
demand. In short, Drink-houses and Appetite aet and re-act on.
each other. This is well-known, and accounts for the excessive
eagerness of persons to set.up these houges, and for the number of
applicanta for licence at the Brewster Sessions; The Jimes says—
¢ Bxcept under the absolutism. of a Maine Law, it is pretty certain:
¢ that a man who chooses to get.drunk will do so—on onday if'not
‘ on Sunday; in an unlicensed house. if not in a licensed louse,’®
‘We submit that this statement, though perfectly true, is an evasion
of the proper issue. A man whohas got an ever-mastering appetite,
will choose to get drunk somehow, if there be anyhow possible. But
these characters are a very small number of the class exposed to
drinking temptations, and even they, after the weaning is over and'
the first fury of the appetite broken, will not ‘choese’ o take much
trouble to throw themselves in theway of temptation. The question
does not concern the few men who: ““choose to get drnnk”—who are
resolved to get drunk te begin with—but the many men who do: ot
‘choose’ to get drunk—the many who even go into these houses
resolued. not to get. drunk—but who do get drunk afterall. “In
many parts of the country,” says an Irish writer, 25 years age, ““if
is not uncommon to see. our unfortuhate people going before a
clergyman, or a magistrate, ¢ {0 swear against the whisky, or*To
swear that they will not enter a public-hounse.” Can anything more
fully show the feeling of the temptations towhich they are exposed P
Mr P. Hinx, Inspector of Prisons, says, in his Twelfth Report,
that he received the following replies to guestions put:—*“If I had
to go a mile for dvink, I shonld often go without it,”—*“If there
were no: Public-houses, there would be less erime. T wishi there was
none, ”—*¢ It would- be better not o license houses to. gell drink,
than to put peeple in prison for geiting drunk.”—** Thinks it would
ha-th&ha?yiﬁt thing ever was known if all the Publie-liouses were
shut. up.” Will the 7imes listen to the prayer of the tempted and
the oppressed ¥ The Times shoots beside the mark, not at b 1%
createsia.* diversion’ instead of solving a difficulty, The Rev. Jomw
COray furnishes an abundamt evidence: of this fallacy, as well as
proof of the great extent to-which intemperance yet prevails amongst
our operative population. ‘I have not come into contact with per=
sons who advocate-the existenee of alehouses, or who epeak of them
a8 8 necessary thing for the public ; Tdo ecome in contact every day

= Times,Jaly 30, 1855, Was there not, tweniy yeursago, n mnll‘iilfu!"gdﬁng'ﬂ!‘m
mmﬂﬂ‘.{lﬁ.ﬂﬂw:mmj wha chose to-get drunk sosid divas ® Butwill tha Tines deny
that the establishment of Baerhouses indiced many to drink afierwands who did. nes
drink before? onte drink more, whers they before drunktless

+ An Inguiry, ete. Dubling 1590,
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with our chief manufacturers and others, who complain extremely of
the mischief caused by them. The more intelligent classes are
ing out that liquor is not merely unnecessary, but injurious ;

but the lower classes, the very ignorant, seem to be more prone to
drunkenness. It appears to me that drunkenness is more concens
trated in that class of the population. Those better classes never
indulge so as to make themselves amenable to law; but the laboring
classes cannot get drunk without commitling some outrage. The
absolute increase of drunkenness, as evinced by committals to the
gaols, has been wery great since the Beer Act has been in operation.
The habits of the people have not improved. All the more serious
cases of crime have decreased, but disorder, and a general spivit of
disorder, has increased very much. I am quite sure that almost all
the laboring classes, when they are sober, would wish the houses
closed the whole of Sunday. The wives of these men would be
more glad than any other portion of the community.”* (See § 64.)
In Liverpool, in 18556-6, according to the Report of the Chief Con-
stable, Mr GrErg, there were 4,820 female cases of ¢drunk and
disordenly '—of these, one-half were under 21 years, and 654 under
18 years of age! Rev. F. Bismor, Liverpool :(—** T'here ts still a
great deal of gross drunkenness. It prevails, indeed, to such an ex-
tent as would scarcely be believed by persons who are not in the
habit of going amnongst all classes of people. Nincteen-twentieths
of the men get drunk on beer ; the women who abandon themselves
to intemperance, more commonly drink spirits.”+

A Shropshire Magistrate, T. W. W. Browxg, Hsq.] says —“1T
have been a county magistrate for the last 80 years. Do you say
that drunkenness has increased since 18307 It has increased
fearfully.”1

The Report says :—*‘ There are no doubtmany publicans and beer-
shop keepers who exercise the utmost vigilance to prevent drunken-
ness on their premises, but the temptation is strong to encourage
intemperance, and « vast number of the houses for the sale of intowi-
cating drinks live upon drunkards and the sure progress of multitudes
to drunkenness, whilst numbers of them are the habitual haunts of
the idle and aihandnned,_ of thieves, prostitutes, and the adepts and
learners of crime...A witness states that ¢he lately visited, in the
evening, the whole of the public-houses in the New Cut, numbering
about 16; They were all full of people drinking ; in one house he
counted 50. At another the police were obliged to stand with their
staves to prevent the people from pushing the doors in, as the
Publican inside and his servants drove them out to prevent them
getting more drink, and to enable the house to be closed at the time
prescribed.” Another witness states that ‘in a single street in Man-
chester (Deansgate), there are, besides beershops and public-houses,
28 spirit vaults ; and that every Saturday there are to be found, ab
any hour throughout the day,” an average of 550 persons drinkin
in those houses at the same time. One house alone averages 1,6
A P, i

* PLnrlimnunlarsr Report, pp. 362—366. + Ibid, p. 229, 3 Tbid, p. 84,
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visifors in the day.’ Another witness gives, as the result of an
enquiry extending over six successive Sundays, and including visits
to 1,456 spirit vaults, beerhouses, and public-houses in the same
city, ‘that they had on a single Sunday, 212,243 visits ; and that
22,232 of the calls were by childven, some of whom went to drink on
their own account, some to fetch drink, and some were bad characters.? ?
_ Canon SroweLL, of Salford, says :—“I had an examination made
in my own parish ; and, so far as I can ascertain, you could not find
two cottages out of three, taking the averageof them all, without @
member of the family addicted to drunkenness.”

Mr Perer FAIrBAIRN, the experienced Leeds Machinist, says
of his ovm workmen, on pay-day, ¢ Outef 100 men, all of whom
will probably have taken their guart of Porter or Ale, above a third
will go home in a state of drunkenness—drunkenness to the extent
of imbecility.” When political writers lament the want of
between the higher and the poorer classes of this eountry, they
should not attempt to gloss over the secial cancer which is eating
away the heart and vitality of the nation, and they should consider
that sympathy between comparative refinement and sottishness is
simply impossible. The bond of sympathy between the various
classes can only be re-knit by the destruction of thatwhich hinders ;
by the artizan classes. becoming more self-respecting,—and this,
again, is only possible through the prohibition of the temptations
before which they fall into poverty and degradation.

§ 97. Mark, next, the PovErry (individual and national) which
follows drunkenness with clear and mnecessary uence. In our
historical sections we have already furnished ample proof that it
moves, pari passu, with the Traffic ; enlarging or lessening with the
encouragement or discouragement we mete out to that.* On so
plain a question, it is not necessary that we should very closely
distinguish between the Poverty of the Individual and that of the
Nation, since the former is simply a deduction from the wealth of
the latter: the main point is, the pl_:%pﬂrtiﬂn of the evil flowing
from Drunkenness and the Traffie. e say ‘and’ emphatically
because every penny spent at the public-house for drinkisa national
as well as domestic loss—an expenditure in a selfish, momen
gratifieation, that in no way contributes to reprodusee wealth or to
spread happiness, but the reverse ; and because the Traffic is the
actual feeder of drunkenness, and the great temptation to drinking.
Moreover, as regards the monetary tax, it matters little whether
the burden of the poor—of the drunkard in his worn out state,
of his family, or of his orphans and widow—is cast upon us in the
shape of “Charity’ or of ‘ Pauperism.” Under this head, also, may
be introduced illustrations of the loss produced by accidents from
drinking—not simply the loss of wealth or commodifies burnt, or

* Th asterous theory that Poverty is the great cause of Crime, is snfficiently
mhmabﬁ?amriual and statisticalfactz wddoced in other Enrt.s of thismeany: itis,in
truth, the Tenterden Steeple and Gondwin Sands logic, which confounds coincidence
with rausation. No doubt Crime and Povertydo often go together, but the reason

fs—that drinking is-the great cause of both.
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. or epoilt, but the permanent loss sustained by the sup-
+ of the chil ml#,md wiveaﬂ“-tha drunkards and of the sufferers
ino transferred to the community.

Egperianm in parishes has long since settled the connection
between Drinking-facilities and Pauperism. One of the most
observant of all travellers, AmrTaUR Youne, F.R.S.. said, sixby

gince :—*¢ It is an observation whick has been repeated tome in
part of the kingdem, and such variety of instances given, that
the fact is established beyond controversy : Multiplied alelouses are
multiplied temptations.”* He wasnot singular in his observations. T

§ 98. IreLaxp, which has been a Poor Nation from want of
capital, and has wanted capital chiefly because the people have
preferred swallowing it to saving it—being tempted thereto by our
own government, which has always manifested a far greater interest
to finger their ‘ money” than to foster their ‘morals.” The TL}E‘I;:
was perfectly correct who exclaimed, ere emptying his second g
¢¢ Here goes a peck of meal and a stone of the murphies 1”7 Apam
Surre might talk more learnedly, but, after all, ¢.at is the secret of
Ireland’s miseries, and of our own. The poor swallow their Indepen-
dence in swallowing their eapital, and along with that, they swallow
those moral attributes and social influences whereby alone they can
ever rise to Politieal Power, and so cease to be ©the lower classes.’
Tiguor is the great leveller ! Revert, for instance, to that grand
fact already given (§ 71), which, on a comparison of ordinary years
with those when distillation was only partially stopt, shows an
increase of one-third in the Imports in favor of Famine and Prohibi-
tion over Plenty and Licence! Orthese other singular facts, yet
exactly what we should expect @ priori.

In 1757-8, 1760-61, the average annual Balance of Loss between
the Corn Imported and Exported was £78,282. Buf in the year
1769, a year when the Distillerics were stilled, there was a Balance

* Imquiry into te State of the Lower Classes. Dublin, 1768, p. 30.

+ Noowrmowex, in his New History of London, published in 1773, in calling atten-
tiom to the evils of Taveins, remerks :—* There are villages in remote country Dlaces,
which can date the commencement of their poor rate from the introduetion af
house; the rulers of theland eomplain of the licentiousness of the populace to little
purpose, while other views cause thiem to temptthe people from sobriety.”

Jormus Hurwwiy, inis work entitlesd The Dafects of Police the Canse of TImmorality,
published in 1775, mentions “A certain parishin tho north of England, where no
public roase was licensed, and where there was no poor's rate nor occasion for
such relief. Atblength, three Heences were granted, and what was the nunauquwm
Within thirty months the poor's rate amounted to eightleen pence in the pound. Upon
this the justices withdrew the licences, and the weonomy of the people reverted to its
former channel, as no rate was necessary.”

Mr L. C. Doon, the artist, of Tunbridge Wells, says = The sn nrish of Crow-
AURST, close to the Enuth_-Eu_;atam Railwoy. ¥ thopnhtion EF fm, has neither
innkeeper nor hmu:le_r within its limits. Being at the house of one of the inhn-
hitanits—a landowuer, and a guardian of the poor—I asked, * How many paupers have
you upon an average wholly chargeable to the rates?” The reply was, © Abowt ome, but
frequenthy none af all; at the present time we have two—one of them oged and afflicted”

How long would such a state of things continue to exist, if th g
with the village inn, or itg precursor—a beershop 7 b, if the par udorned
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of Profit of £4,584.% All that, we take it, meant g0 much comfort
for the puu{, as well as prosperity for trade.+ ‘The salutary effects
‘of which,” says a contemporary observer, ‘were the restoring new

“vigour to our languishing manufactures, and a visible reformation
“in the morals of the people.’ j

The next illustration has reference to the state of the country in
1808-9, 1812-13, when, for parts of those years, distillation was
again prohibited. Of oats, the grain mainly used by the distillers,
the total guantity exported in 1808-11-12-15 is given from the

averages of the Customs returns,f and the quantity of corn spirits
paying duty is added :—

QOATE 1IN VALOE. SPIRITS IN

BARRE LS. GALLONE.

4,299,567 |£4,080,806 | 9,647,091 Years of Famine and Prohibition |
3,033,831 | 2,267,225 (22,419,197 | Years of Plenty and Distillation. |

1,265,736 |£1,813,691 | Gain in four Years. ]

Thus, even in years of dearth, the prohibition of distilling in
Ireland increased the oats exported nearly two millions of pounds
in value ; so that, making allowance for the parts of years during
which the distilleries were in operation, the CaprTAL of the country
was increased by half a million annually, with a positive gain in all
social and moral aspects besides.

In like manner, the great, however temporary, revolution created
in Ireland by the good Father Matmew, supplies us with an
illustration which answers a double purpose, showing what Drinkers
lose by what Abstainers gain. ‘A great improvement,” says the
Weelkly Herald, reporting a meeting of the Dublin Board of Trade,
““ has taken place in different branches of business. There has been
a great revival in the Irish Cloth Trade, and the demand for it and
other Irish manufactures is so great, that it is proposed to hold
a weekly wholesale market for the convenience of dealers in these
goods. Very large Hat manufactories are all brisk. As an instance
of the good that Teetotalism has done to Shopkeepers, it was
stated by the Chairman, that a draper in Francis-street had
increased his sales siwteen times, Mr SHERIDAN, the builder, had
received orders to erect a large Paper Mill; and had got many
orders to erect flour and oatmeal mills.”

§ 99, ScorrAnD is the most educated, and religiously instructed

ortion of the Empire, and her people are, naturally, the thriftiest.
%Vhat is the state of things there? What the operation of the
Traffic on this prepared and prudent soil? Mr James GrAY,

i o b

* Tour in Treland : by Anreuer Youwe, ii. p. 122. The Tmports that year were
£97,058 ; the Exports, £31 648 —It shounld be stated, in reference to the next Tn:l:rhz'-i
that there was no increased Export of wheat or meal ; showing that the corn exporie
was corn saved from the Stilleries.

+ Earnest Addresses to the People against drinking Spirituous Liguors, by W, HENRY,
DD., F.R.S. Dublin, 1761,

3 Vide Parliamentary Papers, vii. 1823,

S
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+ an of the Edinburgh Parochial Board, says :—*‘As a manager
E?atﬁﬂdjnb h Charity Workhouse previous to the passing of the
Poor Law Amendment Act, T have had ample opportunity of know-
ing the extent, as well as the prevailing cause, of the pauperism,
The expenditure of the City Parochial Board for 1849, was £27,040.
The number of enrolled paupers, 2,700 ; but, in addition, there are
about 750 who receive occasional relief. Of these, at least two-
thirds are brought to poverty by their own intemperance. It is more
difficult to ascertain who are reduced to that condition by the
drunkenness of relatives; but I know that upwards of 100 orphans
are now provided for by the parish, whose parents brought them-
selves to a premature grave by dissipation ; and a still greater number
of children have been removed from the custody and poisonous
influences of their parents to the country, where they are provided
for, and educated, by the Board. There are numerous instances of
parents in the decline of life, reduced to poverty through the profli-
gacy of drunken children. I have no doubt, that a poor-rate o 41d.
instead of 124d, would be amply sufficient for the relief of the
sober and industrious poor.”* :

The same gentleman said, at a meeting of the Town Council,
October 28, 1849 :—*There are thirty-four parishes in Scotland, with-
¢ out a public-house, and the effect upon the Parishioners s, that they
‘have not a penny of poor’s rate in one of them. Before I came to
¢ Edinburgh, I have lived eight years in a parish where there was no
¢ public-house, and during all that period I never saw a person the
¢worse for drink. There were no poor’s ratés in the parish then;
“but now there are five public-houses, and a poor’s rate of 1s. 8d. in
¢the pound.’t At a meeting of the Parochial Board, Nov. 2, 1849,
Mr Brackapper, Ex-Lord Provost, said :—* As to the causes of the
¢ Pauperism, first among the grizzly throng I would place drunken-
¢ness. I verily believe that, out of 2,700 paupers, 2,000 were made
“so by drink: so that we are, in fact, not so much supporting the
¢ poor, as we are supporting the public-houses,’

Mr Joay Gramnam, Governor of the House of Refuge, says :—

¢ There are three classes of inmatesin the institution. The first,
Parish Paupers, may amount to 190, one-third of whom are children
ander fourteen years, and are either orphans, or deserted by their
parents: the other two-thirds are aged and infirm persons. Many of
thege were addicted to drinking, The second class are persons
admitted on their own application. Their number does not exceed
110, forty of these have %een brought to their present position by
intemperate habits, Of the other portion, neglected youth, delicate
health, indolence, and a slight shade of mental imbecility, are the

* Vide Dr Gurnrig's Report on Drunkenness, p. 20.

+ “It may not be ont of place to state here, for the edification of our ratepayers, that
in the two neighboring parishea—viz., MERTOUN on the one hand, and LEGERWOOD
on- the other, not a penny of poor-rates is required; and why? The reason is quite
obvious—not a whisky shop is in either parish; whilst EarLsTon, with eight such
huuais;n]:rlghm rtal:-umll?umu ers jﬁfﬂ IE p%} annually in nuppurl.iug[vl a class, three-
fourt om have,directly or indirec eon pauperized throughthe ligno Lh
Border Advertiser, July, 1856, T 1 e B B
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real causes which have brought them here.* The third class consists
of persons boarded by their friends, with a view to moral restraint.
The numl;er m&hatween %} E.E 100 ; and of these 70 or 75 are for
tnvelerate drunkenness. runkenness is a m: y disease,
an%h d.l.fﬁleult of cure,” : R

¢ Inspeoror of St Cuthbert’s Parish says:—Qunt of the
£21,000, expended in this parish on the re]jaf-ofmihu poor, in 1849,
fully £12,000 of that sum could be traced to intemperance.” The
InspEcTOR Of the city parish says of the 2,901 on the Poor’s roll,
€€2,321, or 80 per cent, are understood to be so from habits of
ntemperance in themselves or relatives. Awerage (annual cost) of
four years ending 30th September, 1850, £26,679;: of which
£21,344 is traceable to intemperanee!” Dr Bres adds: *“The
whi shops florish with renewed energy on the pay days of the
P ial Board. To say that money will stop the progress of poverty
under the present system, is as foolish as to maintain that water
poured into a *bag with holes’ will fill it.” We add brief extracts
from the Inspectors of other districts to show that there is but one
opinion possible in view of the facts :—

Or1err :—* If the effects of “sprees’ and moderate drinking be
taken into account, seven-ienths of our pauperism is caused by
drinking. A man in good cirenmstances last year became insane
through drinking ; 20 men, with one or two exceptions in goed
circumstances, were all cut off in the prime of life by intemperance,
two dying in one day :—as many more were fast progressing to the
same end.” 4

Forrar :—* Forty-two of the paupers have been of intemperate
habits. About 58 widows.and orphans have been left on the Poor’s
Fund by intemperate husbands and fathers. In consequence of
early drunkenness, the constitutions of many men are nearly worn out

the time they are forty years of age, and when seized with distress
they require immediate relief from the Poor’s funds; and when any
epidemic prevails, fathers speedily fall wiciims, often leaving
numerous and nnhealthy children a heavy burden upon the public.”

PerrH :(—“Of the 769 paupers, about one-haif of intemperate
habits. The proportion of Widows and Orphans left by intemperate
husbands and fathers will be about three-cighths.”

Happinerow.—** Were it not for intemperance, the Poor-rates
would soon be reduced to kalf the present amount.”

Omp DgEer :—* One-half have been of intemperate habits ; bus
now want of money may bea check. Of the Widows and Orphans,
two-thirds may be said to be from the effects of intemperance. The
working class of this parishlive in a state of intemperance to the
extent of five-eighths.”

Grascow City Parish :—* I consider every Pulilic-house a moral
nuisance—a hot-bed of disease, crime, and destitution.” }

Mr D. MacLurg, of the Parochial Board :—¢ A spirit dealer in

L

- what bronghton ‘n ted youth, delieate health, and imbecility ? We are
sﬁl.l?nﬂ?n the charmed & of the acoursed Comus, :
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igh-street informs me that he draws ten . s more on the pay
s of the Glasgow poor than on any other day of the week.
100. Is ENGLAND any ‘ciﬁ:ter, in regard to pauperism, than the
hern part of the Islan
Ha{i the I?I.at of January, 18556, the number of Paupers actually
relieved was 850,453. Now, as to the chief cause of this, we have
already recorded the deliberate judgment of a Parliamentary
mmittee (§6); and need only add some recent testimonies to
show that things are, in this respect, little better than they were 1n
183¢—if, indeed, the proportion of Paupers who are so from
drunkenness, is not rather increased than diminished,”# gt

Mr Morr, Contracter for the Poor in Lambeth, affer examinmg
into the history of 300 cases as they came before him, says :—*“l
found, in nine cases out of ten, the main cause was the ungovernable
inclination for fermented liguors.” R

Mr Hawiey, of Birmingham, informs us that in visiting the
Paupers there, as one of the Guardians, he found no less than nine
of his old shopmates, who had found their way to the workhouse
through the publiec-house.

The Rev. G. Hour, Chaplain to the Birmingham Workhouse,
says :—*‘ From my own actual experience, I am fully convinced of
the accuracy of a statement made by the late Governor, that of every
hundred persons admitted into the Birmingham Werkhouse, ninety-
nine were reduced to this state of humiliation and dependence,
either directly or indirectly, through the prevalent and ruinous
drinking usages of our country.”

Mr Minuar, Assistant Overseer of St Sepulchre’s parish, London,
says :—‘* By far the greater proportion of our new paupers are
persons brought upon the parish by habits of intemperance.
relief has been received at our board, a great proportion of them
proceed with the money to the palaces or gin-shops which abound in
the neighborhood.” <

The Boarp oF Guarpians of the City of Bath report—
“By the facilities afforded by the beerhouses for acquiring and
confirming habits of intemperance, young men have been made
vicious and reckless; fathers of families have become indif-
ferent to domestic ties, and too often prefer squandering their
weekly earnings in bad company to maintaining their wives and
children in decency; in many cases families have been deserted, and
left wholly ehargeable to the Poor Law Union ; while, in all, the

.

- - e i

* The recent ralurns are as follow:— Relisved. Able-bodied.
Year ending January 1st, 1856 ...... ATTTOT  rennnsnain 182174
Yeur ending " ABGE 2 oe e GIOMEI U 144,500
ABBTRARA, . oty o s i nin et A 7,074

The pecuniary assessments for the year ending Januar 5141 8
higher than the previous year, viz. : k § 7 T e e ?mt

Bpentin Poor Relief ..... £5,800041 .... Per Head .... 63. 8d.
Bpent in Manggement ... £1,974,108 .,., Per Head ..., 2s. 13d.

Iﬂ‘ﬂ]ﬂ‘i’iﬁi LA RS AR R LR NN £?|Hﬁ4_|.ﬁ LR PII‘ Eﬂﬂd EEE aﬂ" ﬂd"
+ Report an Drunkenness, 1834,
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profligacy thus engendered and fostered, tends to make father,
mother, and children, ultimately dependent for subsistence upm;
parochial relief.”

Mr ARCHIBALD PRENTICE, the historian of the Anti-Corn Law
League, says :—‘‘ Tlhresfourths of the Pauperism that falls so
heavily upon us in Salford, is caused by drinking.”

Prrer FAIRBAIRN, the eminent Machinist, in his evidence
'lfefure the Poor Law Commissioners, says :—¢ I employ between
: 500 and 600 men, According to my own observation, fully ten per
¢ cent of the men 111&1;'{3 their wives and children in attendance at the

public-house. The poor women may have children they cannot
¢ leave at home, and these they bring with them. The wives ave thus
¢ led to drink, and they and their children are made partakers at these
scenes of drunkenness and riot. By the pressure of the wants
¢ created by habits of drinking, there is soon no means to purchase
¢ clean or respectable clothes, and lastly no desire, The man, instead
“ of cleaning himself, and appearing at church on Sunday, remains
¢ at home in filth, and in a filthy hovel. On the occurrence of the
¢ disease to which such habits expose him, there is nothing but the
‘most abject destitution. T have served the office of overseer in
‘ Leeds three years, and having attended the weekly board, I have
“seen the end of this train of circumstances in the applications for
“ relief from parties who had previously been in the receipt of good
“and even high wages. I have observed the whole train of these
‘ consequences in several large works in London, as well as in this
‘ town.’

Mendicity is another evil, flowing in great part from the Traffic,
which in this case, as in that of Prostitution, acts and re-acts. I
first creates the necessity which compels to beg, and then fosters the
spirit of beggary which perpetuates the system. No doubt there is
a certain amount of mendiecity of a transient character which cannot
be traced directly to drinking, Sudden death will sometimes visit
the sober husband, who has not had time to save ; and his widow,
after her goods are pawned, will beg rather than go to the work-
house. But it should be here recollected that the prevalence of
professional or chronic mendicity is the great hindrance to effectnal
private reliefin such cases, by the suspicion thrown over all beggary ;
and that the reluctance of honest persons to go to the workhouse is
but the disgust to be numbered (even in thought) with the majority
of its inmates—known to be the Traffic’s Customers. A commercial
crisis, a master’s bankruptey, or a strike, may come now and again,
and cast numbers of operatives out of emglnyment- for a time. Save
for the Traffie, however, these would seldom occur. Many of our
agricultural poor, we concede, with large families, can not live on
their wages without extraneous aid. 'With a Maine Law, however,
we. again assert, the wages of these men would inevitably rise.
Allow, then, that of the mendicity of Britain, one-fourth: has no
direct connection with the Traffic, what of the remainder ? (1.) As
bo its extent: Observations made at thoroughfares leading into
13 towns, ranging from Nottingham to Dover, show that i one
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autumn day 783 mendicants entered those towns.* In two-thirds
of the cities and towns of Britain, while these vagrants were passing
through, others in equal number were also subsisting on the alms-
giving of others. Multiply this 783 by 2, then by 300, begging
days, and then by all the cities and towns of the empire; and
how frightful will this appear! (2.) As to the Revenue of these
mendicants. It was found that the average receipts were 4s, 6d.
per day, besides broken victuals and clothes. Often, the head of
the vagrant family stayed in the Public-house ‘to enjoy himself’
and be out of the way of the police, while his 4 or 5 children ranged
the town in different directions. When the day happened to be ‘a
good one,” the supper was enriched with an extra pint or two of
beer ! Begging, it would seem, is the next profitable ¢profession’
to thieving, since a begging family will, taking the average, extorf
£80 per annum from the public. There is, then, in the very
midst of us, various wandering tribes—not lessening, but increas-
ing—tribes engendered in the mud of the Traffic—who live in profli-
gacy and intemperance, and have a language, manners, and customs
of their own. This population consists of Lurkers, whose art
consists in getting up ‘briefs’ to play the various dodges of the
Fire-lurk, Sailor’s-lurk, Foreigner’s-lurk, Accident-lurk, Sick-lurk,
Servant’s-lurk, Collier’s-lurk, ete.; of High-fliers (or letter-writers);
of Shallow-coves, impostors who go in coveys or schools, and earn
most money ; including the Shallow-motts, or almost naked women ;
of Cadgers, first, of the ‘downright’ or from door to door; and
second, ‘on the fly’; ete. This population has its signs and free-
magonry, its halting-places and Public-houses, and succeeds in
extracting, by cajolery or deception, not less annually than
£1,500,000 out of the pockets of the public. They must ‘pick up’
a good deal of property besides, and prepare many young persons
for stepping over this border-line of beggary into the adjacent
territory of crime, Necessity presses for some efficient remedy that
will strike at the source.

This pauperism and beggary surely indicate a worm at the root of
our prosperity, which must eventually end in National decay, if not
itself destroyed. Those who are indifferent to the deeper moral and
social evils interwoven with the Traffic—of which Pauperism is but
a sign—should at least understand the pecuniary and material
interests involved, If the growing evil is not timely arrested by the
prohibition of its source, property will be prodigiously deteriorated,
and society itself endangered, by the multiplication of our degraded
and dangerous classes,

§ 101. Some special results of habits of intemperance may be
named under this division, Take, for example, from the middle
ranks, or from the higher class of artizans—or even from profes-
sions,—the case of the death of a Father, through disease or
accident, where the family is suddenly plunged into absolute
penury ;—or the case where the inebriety of one of the parents has

* See Edinburgh Review, July, 1842, pp. 475.9.
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more yradually reduced the honsehold to distress and want.* The
boys may rough it; but what are the girls to do? They are,
probably, unfit to perform sny intellectual work, which certainly
society has not been careful to provide. There is but one industrial
resource open to them—that of sewing—and by necessity, therefore,
they go to swell that crowd of miser ings who minister to the
thoughtlessness and vanity of fashionable life,—or who, as the
instruments of ‘cheap shops,” sustained by the selfishness of the
mob, stitch at once a shirt and a shroud. These secondary victims
of the Traffic, the Sempstresses and Milliners Apprentices, first, by
mutual competition for a daily erust, beat down their reward to the
minimum which will hold soul and body together,—and secondly,
when the crust can not be lessened, their labour is strained and
taxed to the utmost. Can we wonder that, within the charmed
ecircle of such a Death-in-life, where hope is torpid within, and
temptation potent without, so many should fall 2t

§ 102. While the temptations of the Traffic continue, our working-
classes will be kept poor, sinee their earnings are dissipated to a
frightful extent at the Public-house; rarely is anything put by for
‘a rainy day’; and when a contribution i3 put into a club, the
meetings being held at a Tavern, generally double the amount
saved is squan in the process of deing it ! (§ 165).

The Rev. Jouy Cray supplies some valuable statistics in the
Appendix to the ‘Report of the Select Committee on Public-houses,’
1853. Excluding the higher class, youths, and teetotalers, from the
ealeulation, Mr Cray finds there 1s 1n Preston one Alehouse to 28
working men and tradesmen; and in Blackburn one to every 25.
This means, in plain Eoglish, that in the process of injuring their own
health, degrading their own charaeter, and paving the way to the

poorhouse and the gaol,—26 of the Industrious Classes club together

to support @ Public-fiouse! He observes—*‘The expenditure in them
‘must constitute a heavy, though self~inflicted tuz, weighing very
injuriously on the social and domestic condition of those who subject
themselves to it” (p. 632). Amother most interesting document,

showing the fundamental bearing of the Traffic on this question of

A

® Tha Memoirs of John Kitto, D.D., Tately published, Tarnish an afacting illustration
af the neglect and po¥erty to which children are exposed through intlemperale parents.
His father hndgru.:]ua.ll,;; descended lrom respegtability, in conseguence of drink_igl
habits, until ha fnoally lost casle ; and he who afterwards so distloguoished hims
as a Biblical scholar, hiad, while a poor, sickly bay, to get a-miserablo-and precarions
.arnst by grabbing among ashes for bita of iron—a Plymonth *muddark’ Afterwards
he suffered much in the workbhouse, and still more subsequently from the tyranny of &
bratal ma=ter. Under such training, how very few rise to virtoe and distinction—
what maoltitudes are tempted {o vies and crime !

«# “Not long ago we became acqnainted with a cese, which is but one of many we
gimilar. A 'l'radosman had built op inearly life, by steady industiy, & business
enabled him to bring up very respectably o son ond three doughlers, He put the sen
in a profession ; the danghters were at home~. The father, however, had en of late
years into habits of dissipation, but the business was kept up by his wife, nglever and
Jindustrions woman. Three d?l"n'fﬂ ago she died, when the business ¢ame into the hands
of his creditors, and the daughters were thrown upon the world at the ayes of tf:gpi.
thirtern, and sirteen. The two eldest weot into Dressmakers’ establishments"—
(Weekly Record, vol. i) .

e




DRINE, THE GREAT LEVELLER. 171

perism—and what it is that most of all keeps down the working
g;n—is oiven on a preceding page (629). Ifisan account of ‘* The
. Weekly Expenditure in drink—for the greatest pum'ber, from the
Individuals themselves—of the Whole of 131 Artizans and Laborers
employed by the same master. » Tt shows, first, that those who
earn lth wages ave the most temperate. 12 are teetotalers; and
only 12 (chiefly the same) attendants at church. Second, that the

ss weelkly earnings amount to £154 16s. 0d.: the sum spent in
Biquor by the 119 (131 less 19), £34 15s. 0d., or 22 per cent of
their wages! This, spent for 39 weeks (or nine months of the year),
wouldamountte £1,355, which, dividedamongst 119 drinkers, leaves
£11 7s. 9. expended in the indulgence of the selfish propensity
for liquor, and abstracted from the comforts of home and the profits
of honest trade. Suppose the house in which they drink (so much
better than their own!), with all its furniture and comforts, to be
worth £570, then it is clear that, dividing these 120 men roughly
into four groups of 25, each set will in two years have spent what
would buy the house in which they drink. In still plainer words, they
will have swallowed their own ‘Club-house,” and bolted their own
Freehold. Need we add another word on this head *

§ 103. As the Traffic tempts the people to drunkenness and a
pmﬂ'gate expenditure of their means, so this gives rise to Poverg;
and Poverty in turn breeds IeyorancE. But the ignoranee of
Drinking system is not simple ignorance— it has a density, a dark-
ness, and a depravity peculiarly its own. Society hasnot to contend
with a mere negation, in its Pauper and Ragged Schools: it has not
simply to enlighten and instruet—it has to file off and burn ouf
horrible excrescences and cancerous sores engendered of the Public-
house. It is, if we may so express ourselves, Educated-Ignorance,
vice-encrusted and stereotyped.

The Rev. Dr Mc Kerrow, in a speech at Edinburgh, as a depu-
tation from the Alliance, remarks very aptly;—*‘‘I go for education,
and as one of those who hold that we must educate not merely the
intellect, but the tastes and habits of the people. It should be bornein
mind, that the Publican is an educator as well as the Schoolmaster—
that the beershop or the gin-shop is a place in which instruction of a
certain kind 18 received, as well as in that grammar school mear
your Calton Hill. 1t is a lamentable fact that our high educational
agencies are comparatively few and inoperative, while the public-

* A paper by Mr CLAY was read before the ‘ British Association for the Advance-
ment of Science,’ in 1854, showing that the laboring elasses are most criminal, becanse
most intemperate, in what are called ‘good times.' ‘he Trafic transforms Divine
!;]g._amgs into positive curses. The Dispatch, September, 1856, in an article on

Land and the Laborer," has the following :=—"* We have not sorupled plainlv to tall the
masses what we observed and thought of their condition and conduet. We are their
friends most, by being friands to truth, We have set before their consciencos the
sins that do most easily beset them. , ..Beer enervates them, stunts their growth,
saps their qunngth.martgu.ﬁaﬁ their physical system for more than it can pay, sands

oy imperfect and foeble into a world of drinking-mothers. It takes Jrom each
Jamily at least £10 per annum, besides health, happiness, and too often virtue. In four-

teen years tho savings [from its disuse] wonld re i
would make them independent Irtahn.hi].an.'. ach, at compound interest, £400. It




172 AN ARGUMENT FOR PROHIBITION.

house, the beerhouse, and the whisky-shop, are confessedly training
not merely teaching.” ;

Even the Morning Advertiser is not blind to this truth. When
writing against the Beershop, which, after all, is the Public-house
of the poor man, it says :—‘The beershop is, in fact, his school ; and
‘11:,3 games a.ndffrwn ties form the only system of Liducation he is
“likely to recognize. If the destinies of the rising generation are Ieft
‘to the chances of such an education, what must be the result? If
. E.Iﬂl be the Fathers, what will be the Children ?’

ain, who are the pupils of Ragged Schools? * Having,” says
Mr W. GrimyoxnD, of the Edinburgh Industrial School, i Iookgd
carefully over my register, as well as painfully observed in my daily
journals, I now give you the melancholy fact, that had it not been
for habits of Intemperance, no fewer thnn 85 per cent of the children
under my care might never have required either to beg for their
bread or to attend Ragged Schools.” The Fierp Laxg, London,
Ragged School, in its 7th Annual Report, says:—* Satan has a
glorious reign here. His great agent, ﬁmnkenness, is spreading a
curse around,—but for this, your Committee’s duties would well-nigh
cease.” The Report of the Ragged School in the Mews, Manches-
ter Square, says:—*‘ The great proportion of the misery, vice, and
-ignorance with which they come in contact, is the direct result of
intemperance,”

Bir A, Aunmsox says, of the records of the Glasgow House of
Refuge :—** These highly curious annals of crime show, in the
clearest manner, the fatal influence of the drinking of whisky upon
the lowest classes of the people ; for out of 234 boys who at present
are in the institution, it appears from their own account that the
drunkenness of their parents stood thus :—

Had drunken fathers ............ i e LR
Dranken mMothers...coocssssssnsssssansssnmens DO
Both fathers and mothers drunken ...... 69

So that upwards of two-thirds of the whole boys in the institution
have been precipitated into crime, through the habits of intoxication
of one or both of their parents. The boys all state that, till they
were taken into the House of Refuge, they lived two-thirds of their
time in the low public-houses in the centre of Glasgow, and that
their enjoyments there, for they were all under the age of puberty,
were drinﬁi,ug, smoking, and swearing.”*

Wio, too, are the inmates of our Juvenile Reformatories?

Mr Cray guotes from the mouths of young prisoners :—

A Curp Burerar.—*° My mother is dead : my father often goé
drunk : he used to lick us with a rope: he used to bring women
into the house—drinking—on Saturday nights. I have broken into
two houses. I got in [on the last occasion] through the back door,
about twelve at night. I went upstairs into the man’s bedroom,
and took 13s, 6d. from his pocket. I bought something to cat with

® Principles of Population, ii. p. 557.—1840.
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I slept oub every night. I have four sisters and a
mﬁy and I IEE. the ymmgeatnli%lt one. Is aged nine.”

ANoTHER, AGED 14.—¢‘Both my parents are living. I cannot
read. My father seldom misses getting drunk twice a week.”

The Edinburgh Review, treating of the forlorn and qeglecteﬂ
juvenile crimirial who has been taught to regard crime as misfortune
only, and punishment as bad-luck, puts in a claim for protection
and sympathy :—¢ Has society no share in the condemnation a_.nﬂ
¢the guilt of this lost soul? Has the Law—so prompt in punishing
¢the child, but which leaves unchallenged the drunken, vicious,
¢ eruel parent, by whom the child was forced into the gulf of crime—
¢ nothing to answer for ? Are not the authorities who have con-
¢ tentedly allowed such haunts of infamy as he was bred in, to
¢ continue in the very heart of our great towns, and whose indif-
¢ ference to the moral circumstances of the laboring poor has
¢ fostered these murseries and schools of crime,—part authors and
¢ abettors of the boy’s depravity ! Such guestions open a fearful
¢ account with society.’* Buch questions have an additional perti-
nence when applied to the Licensed Traffic, the fountain of the evil.

We have, in England alone, often as many as 17,000 Juvenile
Offenders. This is but the incipient disease—for the vicious boy is
but the father of the dangerous man. Mr Dickexs has finely
gaid :—*¢ There is not one of these—not one—but sows a harvest
¢ that mankind must reap. From every seed of evil in this boy, a
¢ field of ruin is grown that shall be gathered in, and garnered up,
¢ and sown again in many places in the world, until regions are
¢ overspread with wickedness enough to raise the waters of another
¢ deluge.” And when this is so, how can men calmly sit down and
calculate what number of generations it will take, by slow degrees
of moral suasion, to ‘counteract’ the evil that could be crushed at
once and for ever ?

§ 104. The Traffic operates in another way. Not only does it
bring up vast numbers of children without moral instruction—not
only does it instil into them the forlorn and desperate principles of
the beggar or the thief—not only does it embrute the youth and
the adult who have been neglected, and steep their nature in double
depravity,—but it entices and ensnares multitudes both of our
Teachers and our Taught, and legves them not until every flower of
moral beauty has been blighted within them—until every root of

ciple has been torn up—until well nigh every line of Truth and
ope has been erased from their souls.

The Rev. J. Horuck says :—“The beershops sadly eounteract
the effect of our labors, whether in preaching or Esa.chin; ) :
~ The Rev. HenNry Berxry, of the Forest of Dean, ¢ considers
the morals of his neighborhood to have been incalculably injured b
t!m beershops :—has seen boys of 12 years old staggering drunjz
since their introduction. The facilities offered by these houses,

-

Hmwmﬂ_
* Octoher 1851, p. 406,

+ Evidence on the Employment of Children, 27,
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induce the colliers to spend their money away from their families,
and destroy their domestic habits, mmﬂmm of his scheal is
greatly counteracted by the ill effects of the Beer Bill.”*

Davio Mussgr, Esq. thinks “ the Sunday-schools are of impor-
tant benefit to '|iile juvenile workers, but the Beershops form a
preponderating evil. 't '

Cmaries Conway, Esq., of Panteague, says :—% No education
or training can cope with this moral pestilence.”’}:

_The Rev. B. pe Rexzr, Chaplain to the Leeds Borough Gaol, in
his report to the Magistrates, makes this remark :—1T find that
out of the 1,041 prisoners [committed in one year, 1852-3], there
were only 138 who had never been at school. hfuat there not, then,
be some other reason for this vastamountof erime? He could trace
it o nothing clse but to the existence of dram-shops and beerliouses ,
their young people, when they quitted school, being tempted into
these dens of infamy and viece.” The same gentleman has favored
us with the following return :—

Nao. No. No.
Ko. of Ko. No.
p who have | who have nnder 18, hobs
ThOmor | aitended | beem - fjg uye"dmm of | Who huve | ot ed|
Sunday | S.School attended [P0t Attended
at Leeds. Bchool. | Teachers. age. 8, Bchoaol §. Salmol.

232 | 230 | 23 33 28 02

Ang. 14th, | Or8li per | Or 10 per | Or1l per Or 84 of ([Or only 18
1854, eont. cent. cent, column 4. | per cent.

The Rev. Josera KincsymrLr, in his offieial report of the Penton-
ville Penitentiary for 1849, says : ¢ Of 1000 convicts, 757 had been
¢ Scholars in the different day-schools, high and low, imthe country ;
¢ and nearly half of that number, on an average, five years’—p. 14.

In Parkhurst Prison, out of 937 boys confined in 1844, 732 had
been at day-schools, on an average, nearly four years. Mr Smirs,
Governor of Edinburgh Gael, speaking of the year 1845, says :—
¢ The number of recommitments of those who can read well is much

ater than the number of those who cannot read at all.”

The Daily News records these astounding facts :—Returns in
1849 from the Governors of 100 prisons, show that out of 5996
prisoners then in gaol, 2000 had been Sunday School Scholars.}f

i e

* Evidence on the Employment of Children, p. 93, + Ibid, p.25. % Ibid, p. X8,

' Ata meeting of Ticket-of-Teave Men, convened by Mr H. Maynew March 12th,
1856, to which gu responded, it appeared that more than mte-half of them had been
educated either at Day-schools or Sunda _schools. 'The history of one of them shows
how Drinking and the Traffic necessarily tend to draw the released criminal back into
the vortex of crime:— A
A young man of comparatively respectable appearance, with great fluenoy of
expresaion, proceeded to narrate his past carear. tAviNg been condemned for ::dm
. he was sent to Miflbank Prisom, where he was put fo tailoring. Beﬁtyﬁ 4
Eanks, he was enabled to improve his previous education, and even began to mi'.! :d
algehra. Afterthe lapse of 14 months he went to Portsmouth, where he was u“n;p oy .
jn_wheeling barrows from morning to pight. During the whole of Jl:nn cﬂnh BIEIHL
his perpetual source of anxiety was, what was (o become qf him when he shou
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Returns from the Matrons of Penitentiaries and Houses of Refuge,
-BIIE: that out of 422 inmates, 312 had been Sunday School Scholars,
6 Teachers. : .
an%;:i the ignoramce of prisoners is vastlg overstated in official
returns. In the evidence of Mr CHARLES PEARSON, city solicitor
(London), this is ascribed to the desire on the part of prisoners to
excite sympathy on the ground of tgnorance, whieh is really much
less than they profess. - : /

Archdeacon GARBITT, in a recent charge to his clergy, in referring
to the domestic consequences of drunkenness, says:—‘Wherever
¢ this vice prevails, there are wives wronged, children neglected, all
¢ household order and secononry at an end, and what ought to be the
¢ gentre of all charities, and the school of all viriues, is a ruin and a
¢ desolation. 'To remove what feeds vice and inflames the passions,
¢and by all lawful precautions fo impede their gratification, is as
¢ much an axiom of educational wisdom, as the inculcation of moral
¢ principles and discipline in positive duties. Yet such templations
¢ are elaborately multiplied.’

§ 105. Perhaps this subject may be illustrated by contrast. Who
are the Factory Girls of Mancaester ? The daughters and relatives
of Drunkards and Drinkers; or who are perpetually surrounded
with the tainted and tainting life of such ; and whe, as a body, musé
imbibs the tastes, and s'mﬁtathemoral tone, of their associates.
The mark of Comus is upon them. WWho are the Factory Girls of
TowerL —with whom we have conversed, and into whose lives we
have enquired. They are, generally, the daughters of soher Country
people,—peasants, lumber-men, o» small farmers, But what are
they? In person healthy,—in manners, in speech, in simple self-

ignity—and after the labor of the day, even in dress,—these
¢Factory Girls’ are, to all intents, Gentlewomen—and many of
them more truly intelligent, as regards science, history, and morals,
than the Ladies of an English drawing-room. At Lowell there is
indeed, °Mind amongst the Spindles,” and manners too. They
board in handsome houses, live in carpeted, neatly furnished
rooms; have all their pretty libraries of choice books; sustain
a little magazine of their own; have their own Lecturers; above
1000 of them have considerable deposits in the Bank; and many
of them put-by very snug little dowries, with which to commence
Domestic Life as the wives of the Country Proprietors, and

.

i,

likerated? On being released, he had £6 125. in his pocket, and when he got to
Bouthampton, the officer of the penal establishment kindly (7] offerad him & drop of
brandy. He tool a*little,’ which, g« he had not tasted spirifs o fowrgears, immediatel
got into his head, so that wath the heip %;'q. Fiass or hwo more, he became quile intoxicaied,
and spent all his money the same night, and got locked up into the bargain, Before
he could bring himself to thieve, lre walked the streets i n vain search for work for
three months. In this desperate state he met with his old associates, and for nperiod
of 1wo monihs ke did very well-as far as money went, for ke made £5 or £0 a week.
This, however, was earned by practices which he sincerely disliled : butthen, if the
publie would not allow him to make £1 iy honester menns, what was a man to do?”
How steking, 18 a- comment on soch facts, the remarks of Mr M D). Hitk, the
recorder of Birmingham, in his apeech at the Discharged Prisoners’ Aid Socety, on
the 17th October, 1656:—" WEATEVER DOOR WaS SHUT AgAINST TUR CRIMINAL, THE
BOOE OF THE PVBLIC-HOUSE WAS ALWAYS OPEN.” ;
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the mothers of a free and rising People. 'We know of no material
difference save the one named. There, the Traffic has long been
scathed, branded as immoral, and proscribed by the wise and pure:

here, it has done its work, and left its trail. From that picture i
give’n, let the reader turn to this :— i

Beyond yon shadow on the welkin's verge,
At memory’s call, past scenes salute the eye;

The long black streets of Manchester emerge, -
And rivers with the fabled Styx that vie;

And chimneys numberless that blot the sky ;
The factories pouring human tide on tide,
Stunted and pale, their physiognom
Of beauty's form and meaning oft denied.

And note their language as they pass along—
The horrid Dﬂ.t'k?:{lgnﬂ lau;i?: J.i':;aﬂ:u;l jest ghsﬂﬂtlf,
The frequent snatches of the odious song,
And rude remarks on passers-by between ;
And lo! the Gin SHoP opes its jaws unclean,
And shows a mouthfful of its daily meal,
Insatiate ! long Death’s Leader thou hast been:
Earth's other scourges give a time to heal—
Thy giddy host still down to dark destruction reel.*

Those lines could never have been written of a Maine Law
State. The Traffic, moreover, not only tramples out knowlege,
where it previously exists, but it has a wvested interest in a sensual
and ignorant social state—it is an inveterate and sleepless organiza-
tion for obstructing the elevation of the people. The Athenaum,
of June 21st, 1856, in allusion to the rejection of a proposal to
found a FreE LisrAry, says :—‘The beer interest has triumphed
‘in St Pancras’s, as it formerly triumphed in Mary-le-bone and
¢ Islington. St Pancras will not listen to the proposal of a farthing
¢ rate for intellectual evercises; yet those who look-on mournfully
‘from a distance, may be comforted by an assurance, that these
*failures indicate no falling away of London and Londoners from
¢liberal sentiments. Zhey indicate nothing save the activity of the
€ beerhouse interest; an interest always powerful and always ready,
“being thoroughly organized and perpetually on the alert. Tap, the
¢landlord of the jolly Topers, knows that Brown and Jones spend
“their evenings and their wagesin his bar parlor, because they
¢ obtain pleasure ; his interest, therefore, is against setting up public
¢ libraries and reading rooms in the next street ; and partly to please
¢ Tap, who is such a capital fellow, and partly to spite Robinson,
¢ an unsocial fellow, who never enters the Jolly Topers, but would
¢ go to the public library, Brown and Jones join with Tap and Tap’s

* Ramsay's Wood Noi=s of ¢ Wanderer. 1851,

* Everybody knows the antagonism between the Traffic and Truth. In Se ber,
1856, for example, the Directors of the Bristol Athenmum retained the services of &
solicitor to oppose, at the Drewster Sessions, the licensing of a house adjoining their
premises, on the ground that a Tavern wonld tend to demoralize the 1200 young men
who were members of that Institution. Very good—but do they not equally see that
guch houses tend everywhere to demoralize the members of that domestic institution

called the English Home! Be consistent, Gentlemen!
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¢ friends o put down reading and veflection. The better classes
3 issnﬁ put m%ie their apathy, and combine with the sagacious body
¢ of artizans to chastise the tap interest.” Everybody knows the
antagonism between the Traffic and Truth. In September, 1856,
for example, the Directors of the Bristol Athensum retained the
services of a Solicitor, to oppose, at the Brewster Sessions, the
licensing of a house adjoining their premises, on the ground that
a Tavern would tend to demoralize the 1200 young men who were
members of that Institution. Very good—but do they not equally
see that such houses tend everywhere to demoralize the members of
that domestic institution called the English Home ?

§ 106. All that we have yet detailed, by way of impeachment of
the Traffic, is but preliminary to charges of deeper depravity behind.
It is the dispenser of that which creates a guilt more awful, as
certainly it entails consequences more lamentable and lasting, than
any other vice. We allude to what has been called *‘ the great sin
of great cities,” but which the Traffic has now distributed all through
the country—the sin of prostitution.

"Tis night—commotion reigns in street and lane,

And mingling sounds come rolling on the blast,
Like the far murmurs of the wintry main ;

Or fire, when raging in some forest vast;
And ever and anon the cab whirls past,

And round reverberates the Tavern bell,

And on to ruin crowds are hurrying fast:

Her FEMALE FINGER PO&TS, the pathway tell,
Which Tsrael's sated King delineates so well.*

Drink bears a double relation to this sin,—it seduces the wvictim,
who in turn shall become seducer, so that, with a kind of fearful
refribution, it prepares both sexes for participation in a course of
mutual ruin. The Syren allurements of licentiousness, which can-
not prevail over the sober Youth, are irresistible to the excited
visitant of the Public-house, Hence ib is, that the Publican and
the Prostitute are the best of friends ; certainly, as a large class,
one could hardly exist without the other.

Poverty, we have no doubt, when extreme, contributes to produce
the instruments of this vice. It sends, by a sort of imperious
compulsion, the starving girl *upon the town’; but the prolifie,
perpetual fountain of supply is from seduetion on the one hand, as
regards the ‘ higher class’ houses; and, on the other, in respect .of
the inferior class of girls, the low and licentious tone induced by the
Traffic. It is drink gives courage to the seducer,—that excites
the passions,—that throws the girl off her guard, —that is the
anstrument of the pimp and the bawd in their nefarious and infernal
trade,—that creates so much of the poveriy which increases tempta-
tion,—and last, not least, it is the drink that sustains the degradation
it has produced, and enables the ¢ unfortunates’ to carry on their
miserable career of corruption to the dark and dreary end !

e e oo P o,

* =
W&gﬂ%ﬁf Solomon not only indioates ita terminus, but its exciter. ““Looknet

eyes.shall behold gixange women,” (Brov. xxiii. 31.2.)

e
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Mr J. B. TarBor narrates the examination in the Bankruptey
Court, at Birmingham, of one ——, who had shamelessly entered
£40 in his schedule as one night's es in Champagne at a
brothel, where he had treated both the girls and his assoclates,—and
who were they? the reader may ask. The Solicitor for the Bank-
rupt urged, that ‘if the examination be pursued, parties now
¢ living 1n happiness (!!) with their families, may be brought before
¢ this court, and disclosures made which must inevitably ruin their
¢ domestic peace. Some men in this town, respectable in their
¢ stations—holding important positions—must have their names
¢ brought before the world as visitors of a brothel, and associates of
¢ one whose immorality cannot be doubted.” Could such ‘respectable
people’ carry on such practices unstimulated by drink? e have
not such a bad opinion of sober human nature. At any rate, it is a
glimpse into an aspect of the Traffic which fast men and lying
prophets would fain conceal—while they ascribe all impurity, as
well as erime, to ¢ the unrespectable classes.’

Yes! the Beerhouses, Wine Vaults, many of the Public-houses
(§ 96), and the Drinking Saloons and Casinos now multiplied
throughout the land, are hot-beds of licentiousness, and seminaries
of seduction. Well might Mr. Ky, the Travelling Bachelor of the
University of Oxford, remark, after a comparison of England with
the Continent :—* We have often, and, as I think, with great reason,
¢ cried shame upon France for granting licences to the Brothels in
¢ her towns,* but by our present system of licensing Beerhouses, we
¢ are in reality giving the sanction of Laws to, and encouraging the
¢ establishment of, the worst possible species of brethels for the de-
moralization of the poorer classes of Society.” Thelate Mr B. Rorcw,
B.L., a visiting Justice of Cold Bath Fields Prison, says, in his
evidence on the Beershop Act:—** There is a degree of social a.ﬁ;
pearance about a beershop that there is not in a public-house ; it loo
more like a cottage and private society, so that young girls are not
so much afraid to go in. We find that felonies among the young
men, and seduction among young women, are most numerous in beer-
houses.” Itis officially reported of LivErrooL, that ¢ there are sixty
or seventy taps, and hundreds of beerhouses, supported by the worst
of characters. In Williamson Square and vicinity, there are twenty
saloons, etc., supported by thieves and prostitutes; and in the town
more than three hundred brothels in all of which spirits and wine
are sold.” A calculation appended to the report gives the annual
cost of Prostitution and associated Crime and Drinking at £750,000
for that single city.+ The Rev. J. Kinesmirr, M.A., says of the
effects of the Beer-bill in the Staffordshire Potteries :—** Frightful

* Social Condition of the People. 2 vols, We must distinguish the two distinct
parts of the continental system. The first is, that of totally prohibiting the public trade

prostitution ; which is analogous to the doctrine of the Allinnce. The second is,

e licensing of certain parties (banished to a district by themselves); which is dm
o secure & surveillance over them, and the power of medical examination as a pro
#ien to the innocent, not as encouragement to the vicious.

+ Report on Crime to the Watch Committes. March, 1836.

I e g IS, 4—
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Fmmoralities became common, and the vice of gambling was Tﬂ-PldliV’
gﬂnamted_ ¥ Thﬂ RE'F. R. S GQOPEE} Chﬂpldj]l Df Glﬂunﬂﬂtﬁr GEU
¢ has been informed by prisoners and others, that much of the
seduction and corruption in early life among females is to be traced
to their being intrapped into these houses,”t The Rev. G. H.

‘Haarurox, Chaplain of Durham Gaol, ¢ finds that nearly all houses
of ill-fame are Beerhouses, and that spirits are sold in them.”f In

'‘Hutr, it is stated that many of the Public-houses are well known

£o be “houses of infamous accommodation.” The Poor-Law Commis-
sioners’ Report for 1853, says of Country Beerhouses :—‘‘They are

‘receiving houses for stolen goods, and frequently brothels.” In the
same report a publican is reported as saying—¢* If my beershop will
not answer, I don’t know whose can, for 1 keep them a girl and a
fiddle.” And they are no better in towns. Take Leeps, for

‘example. Mr Symoxs, in the Prison Ieports for 1847, says:—
¢ I went, accompanied by Inspector CampS, to visit the low places
of resort of the working classes. We started soon after nine o’clock,
and visited about a score of beer and public-houses. In the beer-
houses there were several mere children; and in almost all were
prostitutes. T'hese places were thronged. In one, dancing was going

-on in a good-sized room up stairs, where I found a dozen couples

‘performing a country dance; the females were all factory girls and

‘prostitutes. Not one of these dancers, boys or girls, was above 21

years of age.” Mr W. James, Superintendent of Police, in his
evidence (June 16, 1854), states similar facts. We give one horrible

revelation : ‘At this place there was a number of boys, say from

16 to 18 years of age, assembled after they left the factories, and

-also young girls of corresponding ages. They were in the habit,
twelve of them, of putting down a penny piece, and then throwing
dice in a basin or a milk-bowl, and the one that threw the highest
number was the winner of the prize—and that prize was, that he
could select any one of those girls and take her up stairs for prostitu-
tion.” The house was broken up. Now the same people are
licensed again, within nine months of this time ; they were convicted
on one single day, on two informations, There were three others (but
two only laid, because it was considered to be unnecessary to try the
others) for harboring prostitution, in the shape of ieeping domestic
servants, and similar things; we took the servants, and they gave

evidence tc that effect.’)]| ¢In Newocastik,” says the Address of
the Society for the Protection of Females, ** there are 29 Public-houses
where private rooms are kept for women of loose characters, at some

-of which 33 females live.” ~ Dr Bisser HAwkixs, in a paper on the
Moral Statistics of Manchester, states that out of 70 prostitutes
interrogated, 54 admitted they had worked in factories, and one-half
were drunk at the time, viz., ten o’clock on Sunday morning, The

age of four-fifths of the whole then in the town (T18) were between

13 and 20 years. Fifty-one Retail Brewers and forty-one Publin

-

® Chapters on Prisons and Prisoners, + Parliamentary Report. § Itid.
I Report of Select Commiitee, p, 180,
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houses allowed prostitutes to congregate on their premises. The Rev
F, Bisuor, of Li'?’EI'PGﬂl, speaks of the Saloons J;'Igr Dramatic Repre-
sentations and Singing, as ‘‘ got up amongst the Publicans as a lure
to attract people to the Public-houses, and to encourage tippling...
The taste of the people is gradually depraved by them.” DMr §mwr
M.P., asks a question as to one saloon, where **there appme:l-;.
Jemale very handsomely dressed, who sang a very indecent song, and
the people were then as quiet as mice,” and Mr Bismop is led to
describe what he had himself seen, while visiting 14 of those houses,
in company with a Sergeant of Police,
 “In every instance, I marked the presence of abandoned women, In
¢ one of the rooms there were 150 persons—a third boys. Inanother
- “of higher character 400 persons, a fourth of whom consisted
¢ of youths of both sexes, The best conducted of the rooms I fear
“the most. In some the songs and singers arve too disgusting te be
* dangerous : but in the better conducted a thin gauze of propriety is
¢ thrown over all the scenes. A few are open on a Sunday evening.
¢ I lately looked in at one. The audience was small—most intoxi-
“cated. I heard the Old Hundred Psalm sung, the Hallelujah
¢ Chorus, Bishop Ken’s evening Hymn, and the Jubilate Deo. 'The
¢ organ was a large one. It was a melancholy thing to see and hear
¢ this group singing, in such a place and such a company, We are
¢ His People and the Sheep of His Pasture.’* God’s music enli
in the Devil’s cause !

It is no better elsewhere. There is now before us the Report of
‘s Committee in Birmingham, appointed to enquire into the alleged
Educational and Elevating tendencies of the Traffie. The following
‘are extracts—six Saloons and Concert Halls being visited, and 20
gin- 5.

“Satoons.—The charge for admission to most of these salooms
is fixed at fourpence or sixpence, in return for which two cheques
are given, each of which purchases refreshments for half the
amount. These refreshments generally consist of intoxicating
‘beverages ; such drinks as ginger-beer being in some of the saloons
unattainable, while in others they were served with so much reluc-
tance as to show plainly that such orders were not in aceordance with
the spirit of the management. To persons unused to the atmosphere
of these places the effluvia which greets them on entering is almost
intolerable : the fumes of ignited tobacco mingling with the humid
vapor which rises from the hundreds of steaming glasses around,
and these, in audiences of densely-packed human beings, create @
stench at once offensive and injurious. One of the reports given in
- to your Committee, says :—°At some of the places I have visited,
. “the proprietor is not over particular, either as to the dress ar
. ®appearance of his visitors; at «all of them a number of prostituses
. “dre to be found, but by far the greater number of the female por-
* fion are young girls working in owr manufactoriss and warehouses,
“who here mingle with men and boys, spending their cheques m.

e

* Report of Select Commitiee. pp. 22831,
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3 icating liquors.” Another—¢ In one case not less than a thou-
¢ ﬂﬁﬁwgms gfqll:nth sexes were presenf, many of whom were young,
¢ There were some few who, according to appearances, were parents
¢ of children, or heads of families.” The character of the enterfain-
ments are various: comic, negro, and sen‘&mintal songs, tumbling,
gymnastics, ballet dancing, music, and acting. .
m_ingther mﬂ;::-rt says: ‘The performances consist of vocal and
¢ ijnstrumental music, farce, pantomime, and low comedy. Gerasfai'r
¢ difference is observable in different houses with regard tothe menti |
¢ of the performances, and some small difference in respect to their
¢morality. The same piece; by being produced in a different dress,,
* ¢ ig rendered more or less objectionable, according to the supposed
¢ tastes of the company. At many of the places I have visited L
¢ have found that both in ihe picces enacted, as well as in the songs,
€ there has been no attempt to conceal immorality, beyond the occa~
¢ sional introduction of sentences which may be made to convey a
¢ double meaning ; and that the majority of those in attendance see
¢ through the flimsy veil, and construe the sentences to their worst
¢ meaning, is only too apparent from the applauding manner in which
¢ such parts are greefed even by the youngest persons present.” Im
another place, visited on a Monday evening, the report says: ¢ The
¢ gongs were highly spiced with licentious hints, which were applanded.
‘ by a mixed audience of both sexes.” A third report states: ‘It
“ was painful to witness that the nearer the approach to licentious-
¢ ness, the heartier and louder grew the applause. The p
¢ seemed to us to be the very hotbeds of excitement; drinking and
¢ gmoking, stamping and clapping, being predominant features. Alk
¢ those wise and sober rules that check and regulate ofher assemblies
¢ are here thrown aside, and we doubt not but many a thoughtless
¢ female has had her face first crimsoned, and the first fires of
¢ unhallowed passion kindled, amid the unnatural excitement of
¢ guch scenes as these.’

“ Gy Pavaces,—They have divided the houses visited into three
classes—PBad ; Worse; Worst. The first are simply classified as
better than the others, because void of some of those attractions with
which the latter are furnished for beguiling ehance eustomers. Their
chief visitors arve the wretched and impoverished, residing in their
neighborhoods.  These assemble here fo drink, blaspheme, and
wrangle, until their scanty means are exhausted. The scenes are at
times truly appalling,—parents and children, young and old, all
commingling in various stages of intoxication, listening to and
uttering the most abominable and filthy language.

“ The second are those which, while uniting no mean proportion
of the features of the former class, exceed them by far in the perni-
cious influences they exert over a class of people not yet sunk so far.
The greater number of these dens are in the busiest thoroughfares,,
and nearly all have some attraction caleulated to arrest attention.
Females with faces blackened to imifate negresses, and men in
imitation of negroes ; at one a fat man, at another a tall woman ;
a third displays a Caffre chief; here is a silvered globe, there a
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Georgian slave. Musicians were in request at and at most
them there was singing in addition. At many f’Lﬁll'_]f;amezi was a ra,i,q:é
p]g.tform.. LE;EI.E ﬂf ﬁﬂ'EEIl or sixteen were not unﬁ-equenﬂjr mek
with, drinking spirits a.qd water, even as late as twelve or one
u’c[uuif:. But the predominating features are the low prostitutes and
their ‘ fancy men.’ These congregate round the bar fire, while the
women parade the streets. Should one of these succeed in entici
some half un g man or lad to their purpose, he is taken to the
gin palace, and here he 1s generally prevailed upon to stand treat ;
and yet these persons, in consideration of the custom they bring,
and of course their avocations being well known to the landlord. are
allowed to harbor here night after night. *

¢ In treating of the third class, your Committee beg to instance
a house situated in one of the most respectable thorouglifares in the
town. A% three of the visits, prostitutes were found dancing with
apparently the vilest of characters, more or less intoxicated, while
the most filthy and disgusting epithets were continually passing.
between them, mingled with obscene Jests, This place is evidently
a rendezvous after the majority of its compeers are closed ; and.
although the bar"in which these orgies take place is the least in size
of any visited, yet it is sufficiently capacious to contain the concen-
trated vice of all.*

““One of the gin-palaces is perhaps even somewhat more objec-
tionable than any yet described. Its proximity to the Theatre, and
its situation among a complete hot-bed of brothels, will sufficiently
explain this: besides the unfortunate females who abound in our
streets, and who are continually trying to flee from self, and to
drown the thoughts of their lamentable condition in gin, there are
here several procuresses of the meighborhood. At one of the houses
visited, they obtained undoubted evidence that prostitutes attended
there regularly every night, with the tacit consent of the pro-
prietor, and here they remain, if not engaged, until two or three
¢’clock in the morning, when the house is closed. At this house,
the company began to assemble at about half-past twelve o’clock,

o

* “Thare ara two others which can scarcely ba said to come nnder the denoming-
tion of gin Ipalacea. as they aim at enlisting under the banners of profligacy thoze who
wonld (while sober) deem it beneath them to lounge at the public bar of a spirit shop.
Your Committes heard of regulations formed expressly for the purpose of preventing
introsion on the part of the uniniticted. The visitora, howoaver, by patient watching..
saw sufficient of the parties who visited these Wine Rooms, to convinee them of the
nature of the transactions. Music has been heard till between one and two o'clockin
the morning: abandoned women are also readily admitled at that hour, dressed in the
most exiravagant and fascinating style, evidently for no {ransient visit; and one of the
visitors, while conversing with a dissenting minister of the town, had this voluntary
statement :—' A peraon, who would gladly substantiate the truth, had told him that
¢ dancing was carried on at these rooms, not unfrequently both seres being wholly or
¢ partially in o state of nudify. It appeared to your visitors that little is dons in these
rooms before the closing of the Theatrs, when the influe of visitors and prostifutes was
perfectly astounding. The rooms stand back from the houses themselves, so that in
the day-time nothing extraordinary presents itself, and room is left at night for v.ni
person to regale himzelf slone, if he shonld be wunfirtusiede Bnﬂll_[ﬂ:l. to be prononoce
not all right. At each of these places is held a fable d hote, at which many clerks, etc.,
are to be found, who doubtless are, if ‘up to the mark,' regaled with intelligenes
during the day of the kind of amusement to be met with there,"
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- st one the place was crowded; men and women in every
ﬂ:tg};ﬁgximﬁnn, shut out elsewhere, found a ra_tfugﬁ here.”

Tt was against Restriction upon these dens of infamy that the
Birmingham Drinksellers lately protested as unfair l—and in the
Parliamentary Committee it was this very town that they endeavored
to blanche from stain as connected with the Traffic!

Mr Cray states, of Presroxw, ‘‘Of 84 statements made by
Prisoners, 41 testify to harboring of Prostitutes, 10 to the keeping
of dancing-rooms, 56 to gaming,” etc. So it seems, that while we
put down Gaming and Brothels under one name, we are actually
multiplying and licensing them under another! DMr JAaMES IJ.{[A*];HER,
Spirit Merchant, South Shields, before the Parliamentary Committee,
says of the ‘tied’ Publicans—** They admnit all descriptions of
characters into their houses, which are @ PERPETUAL SOURCE of
nightly disorder. Loose women, and the young of both sexes, are
admitted; and that kind of house becomes, in fact, a source of very
great evil to the community.” In SUNDERLAND, 60 public-houses
were visited by deputations, in nine of which 450 persons were
found, chiefly young persons of both sexes, exhibiting the most
repulsive immorality and debauchery. An affecting account is
furnished, on the authority of Captain SaerparD, of the state of
things in BLackeURN.T At the early part of 1853, there were 34
public-houses and beershops which harbored prostitutes, or main-
tained auxiliary brothels.” There is given the history of a girl
who had lived in Manchester with six factory girls, two of whom
persuaded her to come to Blackburn with them. She was invited'
to the Printers’ Arms, but being unwilling to fall into the profligate
system of the place, the landlady sent her to the Black Boy, kept
by her (the landlady’s) brother. She was made drunk, and induced
to sleep with a gentleman. ‘‘ They maintain auxiliary brothels
adjoining their houses, as a@ means for increasing the sale of their
liguor.” In his 24th Report of the House of Correction at Preston,

Crav reveals the following startling facts :—

¢ My last year’s intercourse with the subjects of my ministry has
¢ made me acquainted with practices resorted to in certain beerhouses,
‘ which must be mentioned in order to show what demoralizing
“agencies are added to those already existing in them, viz.: the
“ keeping of prostifutes. From three entirely independent sources,
‘and at different times, I received statements fully confirming each
¢ other, which leave no doubt of the extent to which this profligate
‘system is carried on. Siwteen houses in one town, harboring, or
‘ rather maintaining, about fifty-four prostitutes, have been named
‘to me. DBut this is not the full amount of the evil. The neigh-
“borhood of those houses is corrupted. Women—married women,
‘ occupied to all appearance with their own proper avocations a
:homa, HOLD THEMSELVES AT THE CALL OF THE BEERHOUSE FOR THE

IMMORAL PURFOSES T0O WHICH | HAVE REFERRED,’

The same horrid fact is true of several Public-houses at SHIELDS;

e v

* Vide 1st Report on Public-houses. p. 632, + Ibid. p. 356,
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the contagion spreads through the neighborhood, and passes, wi
itBItaj]J_;:t and sorrow, into theghfar fut!geg. k iosn

n BRADFORD, the seat of two Dissentine Colleges, and the ce
of much educational and religious mh:img: a w;‘iln? state of thmgum
exists. ~The Leeds Mercury of November 4th, 1856, reports as
follows:—*“ A case came before the Justices, at the Bradford court-
house, yesterday, in which a beerhouse keeper was summoned by
Ann Beanland, a landlady of the same class, for having committed a
violent assault. Her three daughters quarrelled respecting the
nursing of a child, the offspring of the second daughter, a widow, and
the mother taking the part of the elder sister, the younger ones fled
to the house of Warson. On the following night, the mother went
to the house. In one room, was a married man in bed with another
married woman, who acted as servant at the house; in another room
were the two daughters and the child in one bed, and fwo men
gleeping in the same room. Brawnanp, ordering her youngest
daughter out of bed, gave her a smart thrashing, on which Warsox
attacked the mother, and severely beat and kicked her, It was sworn
for the defence, that BeaxLAND was beastly drunk; that the real
cause of the daughters leaving her house was their refusal to receive
two men, as ordered by their mother. Mr LeEverarr, the chief
constable, said he knew Axw Beawranp very well; that she kept a
very bad house; he never went to the house without finding prosti-
tutes there. Anx KipPLING, a young woman, was charged some
time ago with stealing clothes from the house, and when the
depositions were taken, she stated that she had been a mill-girl, and
during New Leeds “ tide,’ was persuaded by a young man to go to this
house; that BEaNTAND asked her to eome again, and when she did
‘80, made a bargain with her to come and live as servant, and that the
. conditions of the bargain were, that Beawtanp would find her with
food, lodging, and washing, for her services, while, for wages, she
must cohabit with men,—and for every shilling she got Beaxzawp
was to have fourpence. Z'his was a partial public development of the
iniguitous practices carried on in thirty beerhouses in Bradford.”

0 muc]ffnr the direct connection of this sin with the Traffic. I
is of no avail to say, that we must not condemn the bad for the
good; for the question is one, not of men, but of a system. This
vice belongs to the system, is inseparable from it; and, after all, it
is the respectable part—*the body ’—that bears the excrescences—
and to extirpate them we must destroy i¢. (4 63, § 176.) .

Mr R. Hamvoxp, Jun., J.P., states before the recent Parlia-
mentary Conmmittee, as follows:—** There are 182 Public-houses in
Yarmouth; of these, 128 are Brewers' houses, 41 of them being the
property of Sir C. K. Lacox and Co., and 47 of them the property
of Stewarr and Co., Norwich. A great many of them are of the
lowest and worst deseription ; fiddling, and dancing, and whoring all
night long; but, from the interest 5.’&2 ;nf;c:*m'es have on the bench, little
or nothing is said on the licensing day.

So, i:llrl%ke manner, the unlicensed Traffic must be regarded as
part of the system which affords fucilities for evasion, and for the
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purchase of the liquor sold in the ¢Hush-shops.” Mr S¥MONS says,
of South Wales, “ In one part of my district alone, there are above 80
private houses where spirit is sold without « licence! The Public-
houses swarm ; and it 1s not easy to describe the extent tﬂ Whl_'-‘h
these outrageous temptations to drink are allowed to multiply with
impunity, to any nfﬂer cause than a wilful connivance on the

of those (masters and magistrates) who are morally bound to check
them.”* Mr OsBorNE, i his Beershop Evil, says:—° Within &
¢ short distance of the spot where these pages are written, there ia
¢ g village notorious for ils immorality, and a very hot-bed aof crime,
¢in which, though there is every evidence of the amount of beer
¢ consumed at the several beershops, there is no one such shop licensed
¢ to sell beer on the premises; there is no public-house in the place’
(p. 30).+ In OrpmEax and elsewhere, hundreds of these shops exist.
They must be regarded as parts of a system, for which entire pro-
hibition of the Traffic is the only efficient remedy.

§ 107. The ¢ Report of the Committee on Drunkenness,” in 1834_:,
shows how intemperance directly leads to Prostitution, as 1f 18
undoubtedly at the bottom of much of the Iilegitimacy of the country.
Mr G. Wirsow, overseer of St Margaret’s, Westminster, said:—
¢¢ When unfortunate females have applied for parochial assistance,
or, being pregnant, for admission into the workhouse, I have
invariably, in the presence of the matron, inquired into the causes
which led to their wretchedness. Almost, if not always, they have
attributed 1t to the ewcitement of liquor ; being taken out by their
companions in hours devoted to relaxation, or their attending a
place of worship, and being taken to a Public-house, and there the
company, or the excitement of spirits, have thrown them off their
guard ; and they have dated their first ruin to that, I think, almost
invariably” (p. 278). The Rev. Davip Rurrz, Chaplain to the
Clerkenwell Prison, said :—** Drunkenness is the very element on
which Thieving and Prostitution live. It becomes the only means
of driving away painful reflections” (p. 307). Mr Povyper, Under-
Sheriff of London, observed—* To the effects of liquor multitudes
must refer, both their first deviation from virtue, and their subse-
quent continuance in vice...... Perhaps it would be impossible for
them, without that aid, to continue such a life, or to endure the
scenes they are called to witness” (p. 418), These facts are well
known to the Traffickers, and were expressed by an aged Distiller,
at a public dinner of the trade, in the coarse toast—*¢ The distillers’
best friends—the poor whores of London” (p. 428). Mr W. Tarr,
the Police Surgeon, of Edinburgh, in a little work on M, agdalenism,
points out the physical cause. ** Many, it is true, had no claim to
the title of drunkards before surrendering themselves to g life of
licentiousness ; but comparatively few have yielded to the entreatios
of their first seducer without being previously brought under the

mfluence of intoxicating liquors. In the poorer classes, a tendeney

* Reports of Commissioners of Inquiry into tha State of Edncation in Wales. 18467
+ Will the Publicans argue that Lew and Police could not mend this?
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to dissipation cannot be supported otherwise than b itution,
whilst, in the richer, no woman who is under the inﬂisgcr:ﬁc;’t?im
18 capable of resisting attempts upon her virtue. ¥

§ 108. Mr Tarr relates the case of a girl who, on her sick bed,
“‘ confessed with tears that she could not speak to a gentleman in the
street without being under the influence of ardent spirits.” Mr W.
Locax, author of The Moral Statisties of Glasgow, says :—° Often
have the poor girls said to me, *Ah! Sir, we never could go on in
¢ our miserable course, were it not for intoxicating liquors : it is the
‘last thing at night, and generally the first thing in the morning.”
The Hon. and Rev. G. S. OsBorNE describes a recent visit of inspec-
tion to one of these Glasgow dens—reeking, to use his expressive
p]:'uraaa, with ¢ Immortal Sewerage.” Sewerage indeed! and this in a
City of Churches and Palaces. ‘‘ There were many young, almost
infant girls,—not brazened in their course, for they had never known
shame,—but wearing the appearance of their childish debanchery as
the clothing of their very nature. Virtue would indeed have
appeared as an exoticon such a soil. 7%ere was the returned convict,
but little clothed, on a filthy bed, a prisoner again to the woman
who had enticed him there, robbed him of ‘the rest of his clothes,
and thus kept him captive to his nakedness. T'here were young girls,
who had followed sin from their birth; they had returned from their
nightly pursnance of it, and wore yet the tawdry finery above their
rags and dirt, with which they had endeavored to hide the fact that
they were the very dregs of the base. ¢ Drunk,’ said one; of course
Iam., Ilkeit. I am always drunk when I can get the drink.”
She might have been some 21 years of age.”

109. Mr Poy~bER says : *‘ The ruins of multitudes of females
for life takes place at so early an age as is perfectly shocking to
humanity. In most of such cases I have found the parents to he
the tempters and destroyers of their own children. I think there
is little hope of effecting an alteration in this lamentable traffic so
long as the parents are rendered insensible to their children’s
interests by their own addiction to drinking.” The Prison Reports
record many instances in which girls under 13 years of age had been
forced into the streets in order to supply a brutalized parent with
drink. Mr LocAx, as the result of enquiries put to a great number
of these unfortunates, found that ¢ one-fourth of the girls had been
servants at Inns or Public-houses, where they were seduced by persons
frequenting such places.”

§ 110. And what are the consequences of this vice, so constantly
fostered, in its remote beginnings, in its full play and in its collateral
circumstances, by the Trafic? Mr D. W. HarvEy, the Free-trader
in drink, even he would not allow this trade to be ¢ free and open,’
though it could not exist a week without the other! Referring te

* A Parish Minister, in an agricultural distriet of Seotland, lately told us that ille-
gitimacy was very frequent, notwithstanding Schools and Churches, and that, from
enquiries of the mothers of the girls, he had ascertained that 9.10ths of them origi-
nated in the social meetinga at the Farmers' houses, and that the girls, though never

drunk, had in all eases drank their toddy.
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London (with its 10,000 fallen ones), he says:—¢We now have
‘ hundreds of prostitutes parading the streets from Temple Bar to
¢ Aldgate Church, seducing and alluring the young men, hundreds in
¢ nunber, belonging to the great establishments of the city.” And
why invoke the interference of the law? To PRESERVE MANY
YOUNG MEN FROM CONTAMINATION.” Every word of this plea 1s
our own for the protection of arr—falling or fallen, young or old,
pure or impure, from the all-devouring blight of the Traffic. We
demand protection from this agency of contamination, and also from
its feeder—the cause of the cause.

But we must think, not only of the consequences to those seduced
by the Prostitutes—of the dissipation, loss of money, dishonesty,
and ultimate ruin of social position,—of physical disease carried
into innocent families, and, in the shape of serofulous tendencies,
transmitted to posterity !—there is the poor ¢ waif of womanhood’
herself, at once a victim and a social Nemesis ! Hers is not life so
much as Death-in-Life. Hence, so often, before the last corruption
eomes on, she seeks the sombre arches of the ¢ dark-flowing-river’—

Mad from Life's history,—
Glad to death’s mystery
Swift to be hurled—
Apywhere, anywhere,
Out of the world!

In our judgment, thereis, in the catalogue of erimes, no isolated
foe to a Nation’s civilization so potent as this !—for it strikes at once
at the core of vitality, ruining both body and soul ; and pierces, with
its poisoned dart, into the health of the future ! For this evil—this
saddest of social diseases, a putrefying sore on the body politic—
there are many palliatives, as with the mopther Traffic ; there is only
one Pawacea. It will lessen only in proportion as its causes are
lessened ; and as true civilization advances. Prostitution, which
grows with a rank and rapid vegetation in the pestilential atmosphere
of the Traffic, would wither and well-nigh perish in the vital air of
a civilized prohibition. Moral agencies could then cope with the one
remaining natural cause of it, but with the unnatural apparatus of
physical and social temptation which now exists expressly nourishing
it with the ‘sewerage’ and ‘ miasma’ of the Traffic, it cannot fail to
rise up into a monstrous luxuriousness of evil, which saddens the
heart of Moral Enterprise, and makes Hope almost hopeless | All
honor, however, even to efforts in that direction ! It is high time
that the lesson of the Saviour should be taken to heart both by the
Church and the World. Let us not reject the penitent Magdalene,
nor wait till her brows are dark with the dews of death, to treat her
tenderly. Better while life and hope are hers, and power to aid is
ours, that we entreated her in her sin and sorrow to accept the.
sympathy of Virtue, and rise up from her lost estate ; better that
we should gnard her sex by the frown of Virtue upon the seducer,
and the sword of righteous Law to punish. We look with pleasure
upon the  Ninth Report of the Associate Institution for the Pro-
tection of Women—with joy upon every Magdalene Asylum, and
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every Industrial Refuge for this too- neglected
pray that the Divine blessing may fnlﬁt}lzﬁ efforts, so that, Ehu?
the Ragged Schools, they may prosper and go on, until they are no
longer needed. Do this, we say, by #he way—but leave not the
greater and wiser thing wndone, Demand, with us, and for us
Protection from the great fountain of all this corruption, The
‘Report” thus states its object : ¢ Sbraing 2 roR iR
port : 28 1fs object : “The Society aims at reducing the
¢ facilities which exist for the extension of this vice, and the multi-
¢ plication of its victims.” Tt follows from this sound principle, that
we must seek to reduce the business and houses of the Traffic to zero,
_§ 111. On the subject of AcorpenTs, arising from Intemperance,
little need be said, because the fact is, on the one hand so patent to
all, and on the other so clearly beyond the scope of precise statistics,
A few indications, and a few illustrations, will enable the reader to
comprehend the vastness of the Inierest of life, welfare, and wealth,
involved in this aspect of the question.

Ist. Accidents may happen to the person, attended with injury,
loss of time, offen of limb, and costs of various kinds ; or with loss
of Life, with permanent loss to survivors and society.

2nd. Accidents may happen to property, involving loss of capital,
destruction of fixed capital, of the instruments of wealth and repro-
duction, attended by derangement of trade.

Now, the Traffic is perpetually occasioning accidents, associated
with losses of all these deseriptions, by land and by sea ; in our
fixed habitations, or while travelling abroad ; and whether sleeping
quietly in our beds, or engaged in our industrial pursuits.

Take that recent frightful Beiler Faplosion at Rochdale, where,
in consequence of the drinking of the engineer leading to neglected
duty and incompetent mamagement of the steam power, a whole
neighborhood suffered shock and injury, and some score of innocent

ersons—fathers—sons—daughters—were blown and blasted inte
ideous death, or bruised and mangled into life-long decrepitude.

Take that recent Fire, near Leicester Square, London, where, in
consequence of a lodger, returned from a drinking-house at mid-
night, igniting his bed-curtains, a conflagration raged for hours,
burning £5,000 of personal property and several houses, and con-
suming nine persons sleeping in their beds.*

Take, again, the stately Man of War, or the Packet Ship, or the
great sea Steamer, with the prodigious wealth and precious hopes
they bear, and the hundreds of souls on board—how many of these
have been consumed or cast away in consequence of intemperance
Man will never fully know, till *‘ the sea shall give up its dead.”f

.

* ANoTHER.— On Sunday, December 14, 1836, a fire hroke ont at Liverpool. A
named David M*Killop, an engine-tenter, and his wife, who lived in the c
and were intoxicated the previous night, were burned to death, while the house i
was completely gutted; a family who occopied the upper sioreys narrowdy e
st pressed the truth, when he said—*
in BrExTox, B.N., pithily ex; the , Wwhen he

uti ngTm both dmg&mu&—pl.hn a,rrla is well looked.after, the other not—but the Gin,
in my opinion, is the more dangerous of the two."
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Take, again, that long trailing train of carriages upon the Iron
Road, where the lives o?ghlmdreds are dependent on the caution of
a guard, the watchfulness g.,-.f poszizman, o th]f 50 of an
engineer—how many frigh ollisions, with their , con-
tusions, and mfmgljn;d dgath, are to be attributed to the drink
licensed to be sold at the Railway Stations !* ;

§ 112. The Manchester Statistical Society, some years ago, pﬁ?‘-
lished three papers read before it, written by its president, Mr.
Roserron, by Mr. Epwin CHADWICE, and by Mr. R. RAWLINSON,
engineer to the Bridgewater Trust. ‘‘ .4 serious proportion of the
accidents,” says Mr. RoBErTON, *‘Was owing to the men going to
work more or less in a state of intoxication. One woman stated
that she had laid out the corpses of 20 men, only one of whom, the
last, had died a natural death.” The Sheffieid Iris, of the 17th
May, 1834, states that ¢‘ Mr. BADGER, the eoroner, has, within ten
days, had oecasion to hold inquests on 13 persons, who have come
to their deaths by accidents, solely arising from drunkenness.” A
vast number also arise from drinking much short of drunkenness,
‘but which are never imputed to their true cause. This is especially
the case in industrial employments connected with dangerous
machinery requiring caution and steadiness of eye and hand.

Mr T.l%[. ¥rrzeErALD, while Mayor of Limerick, in September,
1839, said :—‘* As coroner, I have held about 140 inquests since
the first of October, 1838 ; and I can safely affirm that one-half that
number were caused, directly or indirectly, by intoxicating liquors.
There were eight cases of death by drowning, several by burning,
and many from apaplexy while in a state of intoxication ; and within
a short period, four individuals committed suicide while under the
hellish influence of strong drink. ”+

(Y

* Tetter from the Times of September 22, 1855, signed * A Commercial Traveller.'

“ Bir,—Will you be so goed as to direct public attention to the dangerous practice
{getting every day more common) of treating railway officials to drink in the refresh-
ment rooms at the stations? Only the other day, at a certain station, I had oceasion
to talk to several guards and porters, and found almost every one of them to smell
strongly of the bottle. Travelling by a night train lately, I observed several gentlemen
treat the guord to drink. This very day, [ have counted nearly a dozen railway ser-
vants in a refreshment room, all drinking. I would not attribute mny of the late
sceidents to this eanse—though, certainly, suspicion is justifiable—but the custom is
really geiting so common, and the possible, nay, probable consequences so awful, as
to demand the attention of railway companies, or, still better, of the government, to
ﬁugndgf T:Eﬁthﬂir.bqgm“h:{:m}i“gﬂm inponvenience to the publie, it wonld not be

¥isable prohie e sale of spirits [ete.] at railway stations, ine-
driver, or a pointsman, drunk ™ % " 1 ey SURES

+ Dublin Monthly Magazine, 1842, wol.1. p. 167. The foll ig -
Diblin Police Returns for 185223 :— = B 7 e e i

“Coroners’ Tnguests.—AcCIDENTAL, 193; burned, 16 males and B fomales » onrd :
earriages rolling over the body, 7 males and 3 ;‘amnlas; nruah‘eﬁl, 1 male and no
females; drowned, 28 males and 6 females ; falling of timber, 1 female : of buildings, 1
it 'ir :E]'ngﬂs e hnm?&?mﬂlﬂﬂ ﬁlﬂm a height, 18 males and 1 female; down
i s ravway gocident, 4 males and 2 females: scalded, 5 males and 8
g e i A g i g e anA 4 T len; Wiy

H1C Tt maile ; machi 4 et e ¥ .
m h!’hiﬂw ﬂr'ﬁmﬂﬂ, lfﬂm : atn. ] i mﬂ-lﬂ, mh.lﬂ]ng gaa, 1 mﬂ-ﬁ.

“Frox * NatTonas' Cavses,—dpoplexy, 13 males and 3 females,; visitation n!&ﬁ,lﬁ
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. The Shrewsbury Chronicle reports, amongst the rucagﬂi]]gg at one
of the Quarter Sessions of 1847, that ¢ thEEGamnEr stated that the
¢ extravagant use of intoxicating liquors, and the temptations held
‘out to the people by the Public-houses and Beershops, were the
¢ cause, either directly or indireotly, of nearly all the cases brought
¢ before him as Coroner for the county.’ (§ 131.)
_In the county of Lancaster alone, for 1846, we find amongst the
items of expenditure, the cost of 1,455 coroners’ inquests. Mr
Hevzs, a coroner for one of the districts, says :—*“ I have noted for
pretty nearly the last twenty years, that if you exclude inquests
held on children Ema.nj' of which arise also from the carelessness of
drinking mothers|, and accidents in collieries, nearly nine-tenths of
the inquests I hold each year, are on the bodies of persons whose
deaths are to be attributed to drinking.”

But perhaps the most emphatic testimony, is one given by a gen-
tleman who, we shall be glad to learn, is now ready in his place in
Parliament to sustain the Prohibitory doctrine which he some years
back promulgated at two inquests—we refer to Mr Wagrey, M.P.
The case was published in the papers at the time ; the first in June,
1839, and the other shortly afterwards. Here are the extracts :—

‘Mr Waxiey : I think intoxication likely to be the cause of
¢ one-half the inquests that are held.—Mr Bern (clerk to the
“ inquests) : The proportion of deaths so occasioned was supposed to
“be 3 out of 5.—Mr WaxLEY : Then there are annually 1,600
¢ inquests in the Western division of Middlesex, and, according to
¢ that ratio, 900 of the deaths are produced by hard drinking. I
‘ am surprised that the legislature, which is justly particular about
¢ chemists and druggists vending poison, is not equally so with the
¢ wendors of gin, which appears to cause such a dreadful waste of life.’

At the second inquest, the same coroner was reported as saying :—

¢ Gin may be thought the best friend I have : it causes me to hold
¢ annually 1,000 inquests more than I should otherwise hold. But,
¢ besides these, I have reason to believe, that from ten to fifteen
¢ thousand persons die in this metropolis annually from the effects
¢ of gin-drinking, upon whom no inquests are held. Since I have
¢ been Coroner, I have seen so many murders, by poison, by drown-
¢ ing, by hanging, by cutting the throat, in consequence of drinking
¢ ardent spirits, that I am astonished the Legislature does not interfere.
¢ T am confident that they will, before long, be obliged to interfere

males and 1 female; epilepsy, 2 males and 4 fomales ; other causes, 56 males and M4
females ; total, 106, :

“InToxicaTIoN.—dApoplexy, 4 males and 3 females ; intemperale habits, 2 males and 1
female ; intoxication only, 2 males and 1 female; total, 13.

“ [NPANTICIDE.— Wilful neglect of parents,2 females ; exposure to cold, 5 males and 2
females ; etrangulation, 1 female; total, 10. .

“BUICIDE.— Cufting the throat under temporary derangement, 3 males; nnmnqinuﬂnt
1 male ; shooting do., 3 males ; strangulation do., 4 males; precipitation from window,
male ; total, 12 males. Frie

“ NANSLAUGHTER —Carts and carriages rolling over body, 1 malo: striking, 1 male
and 2 females ; drowning, 1 male ; and wn down with force and violence, 1 male.

“ MTscELLANEOUS. —Found dead, 3 males; do. drowned, 15 males and 9 females;

overty and destitution, 1 male ; erposure to cold, 2 males and 1 ﬂ.almalﬂ hydrophobiae
Tnule; total, 32. Grand total for 1863, three hundred and fwelve.”

—a —————
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Cwi of liquors containing alcohol. The gin-seller should
=E;ﬂ§1:g: ::1 :aspan?:i'bia as the chemist and druggist. If a publican
¢allows a man to stand at his bar, and serves him ?nth several
¢ glasses of liquor, and sees him drink till he gets intoxicated ; and
¢3if that man should afterwards die, and a surgeon should depose
¢ that his death was accelerated by t.he liquor so d_runk,_ then wm.}ld.
¢the publican be liable to be punished for having aided to bring
¢ gbout that death.’ b .

When an advocate of Liquor-prohibition,*® glorious Joux MIicTox,
in his great epic, said—

Some by violent stroke shall die,
By Fire, Flood, Famine ; by Intemperance more—

he softened the terrible truth, since, while Intemperance is itself,
those ave its companions and consequences. He goes on to predicate

very justly, that

Intemperance on the earth shall bring
Diseases dire, of which a monstrous crew
Before thee shall appear !

§ 113. Referring to physiological treatises on the DiseAses of
that Intemperance which the Traffic fosters, we merely present
illustrations of the probable exfent of loss sustained by the system,
in reference, first, to the more special and fixed complaints of
society, chiefly arising from impaired organisms; and, second, in
reference to epidemics, and suddenly destructive disorders.

The first may be estimated by the impaired health of drinkers,
and by their increased mortality. Experiments in the Indian
Army,t and in the Army of the German Confederation, amongst
thousands of men; the comparison of the Temperance Sick Clubs
with the best of the ordinary ones ;I and the tables of the mortality
of the members of the Temperance Provident with that of the
common Life Assurance Societies; all bring us to this conclusion as
to relative sickness and mortality per cent.

TeerorarErs, 1; Careful Drinkers, 2; Intemperate, 4.

It has long been noted that the London Bills of Mortality show
a rise and fall in deaths corresponding with the consumption (as
_that with the price) of spirituous liquors. For example, from 1741
to 1743 inclusive, the deaths exceeded the births by 41,094, This
was during the Gin-mania (§ 52). But from 17561 to 1753, when
heavy duties had been imposed on spirits, the deaths exceeded the
births only by 15,346. A corresponding decrease in the spirit-
excise had taken place. The Distilleries in ©full-blast’ had

e

* “What more foul common sin among ns than druonkenness? Who ocan he ignoe
or?nt, tlml_;tﬁ the J;mfgrdtfiim af wir‘:ﬂ Were ?urbiﬂi, it would both clean rid the Enssilﬁﬁﬂ

L oomimilting that odions vice, and men might aflterwards li 1
without the use of intoxicating liquors.” % - e ity b

+ Detailed by Lisut.-Col. BYxes, in the Statistical Journal.

R:p:irﬂﬂ Mr Crax's Prestom Samitary Report, Health of Towns' Commission. lst
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destroyed 25,748 lives more in the former period of three

than the Distilleries ‘restricted® had been I;.ilowed to do gﬁ:
latter. In the former period, 16,478 persons perished in London
of fever: in the latter period, only 7581—a diminution of nearly
3000 cases annually. [The births varied but slightly.] The Act of
1751, then, by lessening the consnmption of spirits, saved in three
years, in the Metropolis alone, not less than 25,748 lives. Ttis
worthy of observation also, that, in the first period, the deaths by
excessive drinking were 43 annually ; in the second period, only 16—
a sufficient indication of general improvement.

. Nor are these isolated cases, or mere coincidences; so far as sta-
tistics enable us to go, the fact seems to be invariable, The general
mortality, and the deaths by fever, greatly curtailed by the partial
restriciions of 1757, were still further lessened by the total prohibition
of Distilling from March 25th, 1757, up (with an interval) to April
25th, 1760, when the duty was increased. We tabulate the results
for comparison :—

YEans, | FXCESS OF DEATHS | ;0 irvs iy pevms.
1755-7 | 20,001 | 8,190 j
{1758-60] 18,597 6,022 |
| w618 | 2708 | . 9618 |

The same fact of connection between a flourishing Traffic and am
increased mortality is shown by taking the consumption of Spirits
over a lengthened term of years.

EXCESE OF

1 e , amt:;?:?ag:mm' ﬂ“::;fafl;_“ e
‘1721 to 1730 9,251,637 9,289 ' 3,963
1731 — 1740 8,053,543 9,661 | - 3,482
1741 — 1750 11,266,695 - 10,894 4,361
1761 —1760, off 3,734,600 5,670 | 2565
prohibition period |

 When, in 1826, the consumption of Bpirits became doubled, as
the consequence of reduced duty, the deaths in England and Wales
increased by 13,143, kg - d
From June, 1808, to December, 1809, the distilling of whisky
from Corn was prohibited in Treland, and, of course, the consumption
greatly decreased. What followed in Dublin? In those years, the
patients admitted into the Fever Hospital, in Cork Street, were
1,071 and 1,051: but in 1810, when the prohibition ceased, the
ients increased to 1,744.% At the Sick Poor Institution, in
Meath Street, there were, in1808-9 respectively, 8,139 and 8,068
patients admitted : but, in 1810, the admissions zose to S070.%

* Reportfor 1817, p.46. # Reportfor1817,p. M.
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As to Mortality, Dublin gives similar evidences to an_lun. The
Dublin Ji aumaﬁ,g becember 31st, 1757, and Sleater’s Dublin Gazette,
for January, 1761, December 30th, 1758, and January, 1760, have

preserved the following facts :—
Years. Buried. | Years. N 3 Buried. | Differenca. |
1757 Distﬂlatiﬂn} 1926 | 1768 {Dlstﬂ}aj:mn } 1358 :
1760 { Ticensed. | 1993 | 1759 | Prohibited. | 1752 S09
3919 3110

In WarerrorDp, the admissions in the Fever Hospital for the
years of prohibition averaged 189, but in 1810 they increased to
410; while the patients admitted into the Dispensary rose from
4,227 to 5,708.*

In the city of Glasgow, in 1821 and 1822, the average deaths
were 3,690; but in 1823, when the duty on Spirits was greatly
reduced, the deaths rose to 4,670.% In other words, the mere
expansion of the Traffic, in that year, slanghtered 980 people in
one single city of Christendom !

Esk1LstuN, in Sweden, with a population of 4000, is equally
notorious for its drinking and its mortality. Professor Huss found
that of the whole number of males, one in 30, and of females, one
in 40, died yearly ! In the district of Jemtland, where comparative
¢moderation’ prevails, the mean annual deaths are but one in 78 of
the males, and one in 82 of the females. ]

The loss of labour, general and domestie, and the cost of attendance,
medical and other, involved in the system exposed, is absolutely
incalculable. Our method gives the simple aggregate result of
Disease in various forms; but it speaks of dyspepsia, dropsy, liver
complaint, bilious fever, rheumatism, and chronic affections of the
kidney and the brain; and, lastly, of scrofula, and the fatal
insidious phthisis ! :

LreprcH, in his work on Vital Statics, states that the result of
enquiries into forty children of intemperate parents was, that six
only were in possession of vigorous health ; while of the offspring
which would have followed in the case of sober parents, two-thirds
were withered in the womb ! To licence the Traffic, therefore, is
virtually to legalize the worst form of infanticide, Truly did Joux
WesLEY declare, that the Traffickers are Poisoners General,

§ 114. The second class of disease wholly engendered of the Traffic
or promoted into virulence by it, is shown in a variety of ways,
According to Lrppich, of 100 drunkards whose career had boen
minutely traced, fifty-two had perished within: four years. This
means erysipelas, mortification in hospitals, acute fevers, apoplexy,

e

—'"-A.HH“
* Report by Dr BRACKEN, 1817, p. 13.
+ In 1821, according to Porter's Progress of the Nation, } v i i
2d. per gallon on Spirits, the Scoteh consumed per he'ud,-lﬂt-i ];EUEE 131'1:11“{5%%
with a lowered duty of 3s. 4d., the consumption had reached 2.41 per hoad, i
13 Om Sverges Endemiska Sjukdomar, p, 119, Btockholm, 1852,
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fatal fits, exposure to cold, ‘found dead.’ and the s i
entitled’ * Died from:tho visitation'of (od. as-well ay theseepoicts
tremens,’ and . ‘Intemperance,’ which are the sole acknowledged
fruits of the Traffic in the Tablés of Mortality.* Yet we leam
?‘Um,tzhﬂ Ragmtra.;l {%felamé’s Annual Report; that undér the laskl
WO 1tems were inclu om 1838 1 '
'bhﬂ D0 optaons 3 to 1842, in England, not less
1 makirg up his quarterly report of London, the Superintendént
Registrar states that, in the quarter ending S::ptEmbeF 27th, 1856,
the deaths were 14,066, being 1,000 more than in the same quarter,
of 185656. ¢‘Ten persons died from the intemperate use of aleohol,
besides these who sustained fatal injuries when intoxicated, and
those who died from maladies generated (or fostered) by intems
perance, which, however, is not shown by the medical certificate. 'The
deaths from delirium tremens were 35.”

Colonel Turtoes has furnished tables illustrating the frequency
of delirium tremens,; and its fatal complication with other diseases
amongst our Soldiers abroad. In Canada, according to a thirty
years’ report of Inspector-General HEN®Y, it is on the increase; In
the first 15 years, the ratio was 1 to 175 of strength ; in the second,
11076, “ Wemuch fear,” says the Medico Chirurgical Review,
““that the same increase extends to other stations,”

Lirerronr found that all common disorders became aggravated
through drink, by tendencies to @ nervous or putrid type, with rapid
ginking of the strength. '

Dr Lyoxs, commissioned by government, in 1855, to inquire into
the sanitary history of the troops in the Crimea, thus reports to the
War Secretary, in , 1856 :—** Testimony has been elsewhere
borne; and very properly, to the general abstemiousness of the

® Theo-thirds of the deaths absurdly aseribed by unserupulons juries to “Natural
¢anses,’ are casesof poisoning by gin, ale, or otheralcoholio mixture. The relatives
of such parties often strive to conceal the truth, and thus maka the ingnest & mock-
ary ; amil this under pretence of loving regard for the dead! These persons, who do
not gare for the vietim 8o much as to deny themselves of “a glass now aopd then'—are
only sensitive as tothe publication of the fact! An instance occurred at an in?mﬂt
af Bochdale, June 9th, 1856, on the bady of L. J. HuxT, cut off in the prime of life, by
what the Jury blasphemously called * Natural causes '—viz., ale and spirit drinking !
The surgeon d:o%liaﬂd that, on the post moréem examination, he found °the 1
dizeased, the right lang congested, with an effusion of two or three quarts of bloody
seram in the left side of the chest, and some threads of lymph, the result of inflamma-
tion. The heart was flabby, with more fat than usual. The liver was extensively
diseased, and indicated very free living. The stomach was unhealthy—the mucons
membrane indicating inflammation, as the result of stimulants. The color of the liver
was clearly such as was caused by stimulants.' No doubt chronic pleurisy and effu-
gion, producing eephyxia, were the immediate cause of death—but it is equally certain
that these sonditions were induged by drinking. Of all such cases, far more numerous
than the others, the register gives ‘no sign'—and Society, with a selfish Aypocrisy,
geeks to hush up and ignore them. ;

The London papers of August 5th, 1856, narrate an ingnest on the body of R. Lock:
HART, & private in the Scots Greys, who died suddenly on the march from Farnham.
The distress he experienced, he himself had sttributed to having been up all night
drinking, in the company of two women ; and the tﬂm mortem made by Dr LLEWRL-
L¥N showed the lungs gorged with blood, and led the doctor to tell the jury that the
deceased had died of “suffocation cﬂ::ldnum by exceggive drinking.' N ahlgt&hi
jury found that the deceasod had of suffocation brought on by ‘ over-futigue, from
a compylsory march under a burning sun, This is solemnly Jying in the face of the
sun.
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soldier during a of the last campaigns. It was with regres,
however, thai% I ngg'l?:ed, subsequent to the month of May, that the
inoreased facilities in procuring malt and other intoxicating liquors,
became a means of great and general abuse, Habitually empfoyed,
even in mot éwveessive quantities, T am far from agreeing with ma
that porter constitutes a perfectly healthy ration for the soldier.
Immoderately used, it leads to an inflation of the system, and a
plethoric state, not consistent with firm and vigorous health. Certain
1t is, that men presenting these fallacious appearances of strength,
often presented vapid, low, and fatal forms of disease, and quickly
guccumbed under the effects of injury or great operations.”

¢ A scrateh on the finger,” says Dr W. A. F. Browxz, ‘‘precipitates
the fever of drunkards; and if he survives the danger of typhus, he
escapes with the loss of memory, and remains an imbecile for
months,”*

Dr Gorpox, of the London Hospital, says he kept an account of
the causes of disease for twelve months. Nearly three-fourths were
found to be strictly attributable to the effects of spirits, after every
possible allowance had been made. ¢‘ The result was 656 per cent
upon some thousands. The conclusion of experience is, that very
nearly two-thirds of the diseases among our countrymen are refer-
rible to the noxious influence of ardent spirits.”

In the great Fever which raged in London, in 1789,—the sora of
the gin-mania,—the Drinkers were the first and greatest victims.
Dr SrorT observes :—‘‘ The like was the fate of all tipplers, dram-
drinkers, and punch-merchants,—scarcely any other died of this
severe fever.” 1

Dr CarrwricHT, of New Orleans, writes in 1853, to the Boston
Medical Journal -—

¢ The yellow fever came down like a storm upon this devoted city,
with eleven hundred and twenty-seven dram-shops in one of the
¢ four parts into which it has been divided. It is not the citizens
‘proper, but the foreignmers, with mistaken notions about the
‘ climate and country, who are the chief supporters of these haunts
:cfimtqglguam;:;. ‘Abgaua‘_ ‘,{Eua t?mumbnd of them died before the

epidemic touched a single citizen or sober m -
¢ gt the facts.” g an, so far as I can get

The Asiatic Cholera, too, singles out the drinker with fatal

&re&mcm, where it leaves the sober generally unscathed. So well
Wn was this fact, that the authorities at Philadelphia closed the

P e it

* On Intemperance and Insanity. Edinburgh, 1852,
+ Parliamentary Report on Drunkenness, 1834, p. 185.

¥ Chronological History of the Seasons, vol. ii. p. 951, London
rous illustrations, see Works of Dr Lees. ‘.fan i. and iii, ﬂi;l?eﬁ%tarr": rjr“m
Physwlogy, ith Edition, § 83—65." The comparative exemption of the Temperance men
is w&]l" ustrated by a case recorded in the Bristol Mercury, of the 17th September
1833 :—*“The ship Louisa, Captain Reece, from this port to [Demerara, has return

with all the crew in good i:ma.lﬂ:l, not having losé a single man, although the yellow fever
L fﬂﬂ;ﬂ in that mm? 10 an unparalleled extent, ﬁa Captain, with great discretion
and kindneass, supplie crew constantly with fresh meat and guinine ench day, and
ssved no spirits, By these judicious means, ths whole eacaped the fearful disease."
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grog-shops as a nuisance to the public health (§ 81),

the same year, it was found thﬁt while only{%. mJ ﬂﬁlﬁﬂﬂf ;
teetotalers were seized, 1 in 60 of the general pupu]n.i:i:;-n perished,
The Volksvriend for August, 1854, states that, “‘out of 900 persons
who died in Rotterdam last year from Cholera, only thres were
abstainers.” It is the same at home. In Newcastle, within a period
of two months of the ravages of Cholera, it struck down one drinker
out of E"rﬁ, of course a far greater proportion of drunkards: but only
11n 625 of the teetotalers. It was found throughout the country,
that it always broke out afresh aftera festival occasion, and increased
after the Sunday, when the people consumed a little more drink than
usual. 'With an accumulation of such facts before him, the Regis-
trar-General was fully justified in issuing the following emphatic
warning :—

‘A person drinks to excess, in a few hours he is suffering from
‘ diarrhcea, and the disease runs through its stages to a fatal termi-
‘nation. When the cholera is af the door, temperance in the use of
‘intoxicating liquors, AND AN AIMOST TOTAL ABSTINENCE FROM
GIN AND OTHER SPIRITS, BECOME EXTREMELY NECESSARY FOR THR
¢ PRESERVATION OF LIFE,”

The Report on Cholera, from the College of Ph sicians, speaking
of the proved prophylactics and counteractives, has the following
significant passage :—

““F'ree Ventilation is, perhaps, the most efficient means of destroying
the Cholera Poison.” But free ventilation really signifies pure
oxygenated blood. Now, as Prour long since, and Lresi¢ more
lately, have shown, and their experiments have been confirmed
Vierorpor, DAvy, BookER, LEEMANN, ete., the action of Alcohol on the
vespiratory function is to stop the excretion of carbonic acid to an extent
always corresponding to the amount imbibed. Hence, to use the most
expressive phrase we can devise, ALCOHOL ROBS THE BLOOD OF
OXYGEN, LOWERS VITAL HEAT, AND THUS NECESSARILY PREDISPOSES
THE SYSTEM TO ZYMOTIC DISORDERS AND PLAGUES, In the case of
the liberal drinker, the danger is frightfully aggravated. Professor
Apawms, then, was quite right in proposing to call every dramshop
by the name of a ‘ Cholera-shop’—the disease being, to all intents
and purposes, dispensed with the dram. This brings us to an
important principle of jurisprudence. The Report of the College
of Physicians says:—

“ From among the great features of a cholera epidemic three
stand forth as of paramount importance: one, the undoubted
influence of locality and of the sanitary condition of towns and
dwellings on the degree of severity with which the epidemic visits
them; second, the equally certain influence of season and tempera-
ture, with some unknown condition of the atmosphere on the
general prevalence and rate of extension of the epidemic; a third,
the share taken by human intercourse in determining its commun-
cation from one locality to another.

“ Now, with regard to the first,—The more fortunate classes are,
it is true, exposed to proportionately little danger, since they are
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to leave the neighbourhood or spots in which the disease
?Bﬁ%;%,eam usually dwell in more elevated, open, and airy parts
of towns, and in more spacious, cleanly, and less crowded houses,
But it is also true that the power of the disease through a town is -
increased in }]Tﬂ:];w'?‘!iiﬂ?l to the degree in t_ﬁhmh the conditions of insalu-
brity are present in various parts of it ; and not merely the poor,
BUT ALL THE INHABITANTS ARE EXPOSED BY THE EXISTENCE O
THESE EVILS TO A GREATER RISK OF BECOMING ITS VICTIMS, :
farther, it is certain that the more intensely the epidemic prevails
in a large town, the more does the whole district for miles .arqumi
suffer, and the more danger of its being propagated to other districts.
¢ By improving the drainage of low parts of the town, opening
olose courts, thinning the buildings in the more crowded parts, put-
ting a stop to the burial of the dead in large cities ; by improving the
dwellings of the poor in respect of venlilation, giving them the means
of maintaining @ due warmth in their rooms without excluding the
external air, and affording them the most important requisite, an
abundant and constant supply of good water,—it cannot be doubted
that the public authorities would not only lessen the ravages of the
disease amongst the people dwelling in the localities improved, but
also greatly weaken the force of the epidemic over a Jfar wider space.
All these things should be done before the pestilence comes, and in
the time of its presence it would further be wise to enforce cleanli-
ness and ventilation even in the interior of houses, by the removal of
all obvious dirt, and the thorough cleansing of every surface of wall,
floor, or ceiling, with the application of disinfecting liquids, the
washing of furniture, the destruction of foul clothes, even of those
worn by inmates of the house who ave yet healthy,—all these
measures might reasonably be enforced during the winter, since ab
that season so great a result as the entire eradication of the pesti-
lence might possibly be attained.”

In the Traffic there is an agency that promotes all the causes of
disease which infect a neighborhood, and others not stated by the
College Report. The human boedy is a Livine Housk, and the
Traffickers are engaged in the work of Poisoning if. It matters not
to us who are injured or imperilled, whether they do it at the request
of the Drunkard, or whether they even believe it to be such a pro-
eess as we have described. Sanitary Reform ought not to waib
upon the conviction of those who are ignorant, filthy, and vicious;
for will their believing in the innoxiousness of impure or invisible
miasms, save me or my child from the pestilential effects ?

A true State is bound to legislate according to its own light, and
not according to the ignorance of its selfish or stupid members. The
Traffic, then, tried by this great Sanitary Test, must be condemned.
It keeps within the living temple waste matter, and thus defiles if
—it drains away the conservative forces that resist the inroads of
disease,—it obstructs the natural ventilation of the vital chambers,
and loads the blood with poisonous elements,—it lowers the flame
and temperature of life,—it expends the comforts of the people,
and demoralizes them in circumstance and in soul,—and wherever if
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18 established, it becomes a “fever-nest,” injurious to the health
th&lvicini’sy. . The Traffic, therefore, ounght to be proseribed a.aﬂ:
Nuisance: either suppressed by the moral energies of the state, or,
after the fashion of quarantine in infected districts, those who will
drink and sell, should be exiled to a district by themselves, and a
cordon samitaire drawn round them, to separate, as it were, the
Living from the Dead.

Mr. Nemsox, the actuary, has shown that the mortality of
drunkards at the ages from 21 to 30, is five times, and from 31 to
50, four times greater than the rest of the community, at the same
ages.* He allows that, at the very least, 1 in 74 of our entire
male population is an acknowledged, completed drunkard: and he
shows that at the ages

Between 41 and 50, there is 1 out of 16 who dies of drinlk.
P 3land 40, ,, 1outof 21 o i
A BYand6y ,, 1ontef22 i

Our attention has heen called to a paper in the Temperance
Chronicle for July, 1856, on ¢ The Vital Statistics of Strong Drink’
by the Rev. Dawsox Bunwns, drawn up with great care and skill.

arrives at a conclusion which we believe to be under the truth;
exhibiting the annual loss of life in the United Kingdom, as follows:

Byinmmpermﬂe a-ireutl]rliil!iil!lii!ﬁiil'il’i#!llililiﬂ!ﬂﬂﬂ Tﬂ.tal-
By its sequences (as disease, accident, etec.)......20,251 54,263
By limited drinling ...aeivivvivesmapirsvisins vasssson. G082

The latter item certainly falls very far short of the reality, as the
statistics of Col. Sykes prove. Add to this National Loss of life,
the terrible acquisition of Crime, and in connection with these two
items alone, it is but the bare statement of naked faet to affirm,
that the T'raffic not only creates an army of Criminals more numerous
and costly than our army of Soldiers, but inflicts upon our eitizens
annually a Mortality two-fold greater than that whieh our forces
ered in the two years campaign in the Crimea, from the carnage

of battle and the fatality of pestilence combined !
. § 115, The next topic naturally follows from the preceding.
Iprooy, in fact, is the sin of the Parent visited npon the children.
That poison which, taken in excess, contracts life within the body
of the mother, and transmits impaired and feeble constitutions to
the unhappy offspring who are born, must, by natural law, affect
the brain. Hence the frightful number of ‘ Naturals,” as they are
called by the country people, to mock the Civilization we profess,
and to hamper our progress towards a true one.t A Viennese Phy-
sician, Dr BerNackr, now of New York, told the writer, that he had
in youth a friend, a Doctor to one of the Austrian Regiments, who
possessed the finest intellectual endowments and moral character at
the time of his marriage. His first son was a noble, healthy fellow.

* Jowrnal of Statistical Society, xiv. p. 200

4 Ont of 1097 cases of erime, 11 are aseribed to ‘weak mind'—only 10 to Idleness
and Wl:.nt together, See Reports of Prisons, 1841, N, and E, district, p. 66
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‘the appetite for drink had been engendered, andhe went from
ﬁ?ﬂ.m wuprfa. He had five other children: but of these, one was
imbecile, and all the rest absolutely idictic! - Dr Hows, in his
celebrated Reports on Idiocy, states that, out of 300 idiots whose
history he could learn, 145 had free, habitual drinkers for parents.
He mames the case of one drinker, who had seven idiotic children.
The harvest of Idiocy and Insanity that we are now reaping wasin
part sown in the debauchery of the last century; and we shall
require a generation of Temperance to get rid of the crop. EpwarDp
Oxrorp, who shot at the Queen, was the grandson of 'a man who
made himself insane with drink, and who ‘transmitted the warp to
two of his children. 'One son was insane for awhile : the other, the
father of Edward, always, though not confined. He, too, was
alternately drunk and industrious, and often violently assaulted his
wife. During her second pregnancy, he starved and maltreated her,
and grinned and jabbered in her presence like an ape. The child
‘was an idiot, with contorted, apish features. In her fourth preg-
maney, his conduct was atrocious. Once he fractured her head with
a quart mug. The would-beregicide was born—imbecile, wayward,

‘partly capable of education, but destructive and untrustable. In
the sister eountry of dreland, where spirits-areso fresly used, we
find that there are no less than 4,906 of these unfortunate victims
of sin ‘g(;hjaﬂghe fruits of the Traffic) in the Pauper Asylums.

Dr W. S. Havnaraw, in his ‘Observations on Tnsanity, published
atCork, in 1818, pointed out the growing addiction of the people to
whisky, as one of the permanent and increasing causes of insanity—
and observes that ‘‘heisnot singular in remarking, that a wvast

roportion of our most useful artizans and industrious poor have
geen untimely sufferers from this extensive growth of human
depravity.” The Superintendents of several of the Pauper Lunatic
Asylums, in reply to queries, have distinectly stated that from one-
third to one-half of their patients had been made by whisky-
drinking.* A% the Cork Lunatic Asylum, out of 883 male patients,
103 had been deranged through the use of whislky. +

§ 116. There is, however, another kind of idiocy—Dementia—
which we may call the self-inflicted. If the first was a fruit of guilt,
this is of its very essence. Deliberately to annihilate the powers of
mind and body is at once the highest erime against society, and the
deepest sin against self. Tt is more than converting oneself into a
lazar or a brute: for, in the process of mental extinetion, the
drinker passes through so many stages of excitement and fury as'to
endanger thq life and disturb the happiness of others, But how can
Society consistently rebuke him? how can it prohibit the process

s, R

* Inguiry into the influence of Spirituous Liguors, p. 60. Dublin, 1830.

+ It may be noted, that while on the Continent, as at Paria, Mi : i
Females outnumbored the Malos ; in Ireland, tho roverse holds good. s pearos
either that a peculiar cause of insanity operates in the malae population of Ireiauda—:
where the women certainly do not drink whisky Jike the men, and are not 8o exposed

to the temptations of the Public-house, or that the i i
more nniversally in fome-drinking of wine, or eau d:ﬁ? a?i‘;i.'ihﬂ T AL
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and the termination, while itself Zicenses the agent and machinery
that impels to them ? The end is ¢ drivelling imbecility’ to the sinnep
and the victim, ere the curtain falls: cost and confusion to the
community which aids and abets him,

It should be observed that the Public Statician can never ascertain
the ¢rue cause of idiocy and madness, especially in the more modified
cases, connected with infemperance : and therefore his estimates are
ever under the mark. Moreover, there is no account taken of the
partial imbecility, and of that disturbance of moral balance* so
deeply connected with crime, unhappiness, and misfortune, operating
over a still greater number, and springing from the same source.

§ 117. Dr W. A. F. Browng, of the Crichton Institution, Dum-
fries, has ably investigated the question of INsaxiTy. *The con-
clusion that 19.57, or nearly one-fifth of the cases of derangement
which break up the peace of families and over-people asylums and
workhouses, 18 owing to intemperance and dissoluteness, appears so
frightful, and so fraught with suggestion of the rottenness of the frame-
work of sociely, that we are fain to regard the picture as deseriptive
of another age. But no: even darker colors and amore lengthened
and gloomy perspective must be employed.” He adds:—¢ The
vietims from all causes multiply ; but the victims from intemperance
multiply in greater measure,”

Lord Suarressury, at Manchester, November, 24, 1851, said :—

¢ Here 1 speak of my own knowlege and experience, for havin
¢ acted as a Commissioner of Lunacy for the last 20 years, an
‘ having acted as Chairman of the Commission during 16 years,
‘and having had, therefore, the whole of the business under my
¢ personal observation and care; having made inquiries into the
¢ matter, and having fortified them by inquires in America, which
¢ have confirmed the inquiries made 1n this country—the result is,
¢ that fully siz-tenths of all the cases of insanity to be found in these
¢ realms and in America, arise ]{mm no other cause than from the
¢ habits of intemperance in which the people have indulged.”

The bare figures of this question, putting aside all theories, bring
out a most remarkable proposition,—that insanity in every country
eorresponds in the main to the use of intovicating drinks.t

b R e

* Tha case of Dove, of Leads, who Euiam:ed his wife, is one in point. The child of
plous parents, religiously educated, he acquired the habit of drinking, and conslang
softing converted him into a sort of moral maniac, even if intellactoal deficiency had
not been constitutional. As & boy, he was allowed his pot of beer. s &

4 The calculation for France can be only approximate; the wines drunk differing so
widely in their alcoholic strength: some provinces are very sober, and sqme the
TaVersa.
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Alcohol

Population to one deranged Person. G;'::i—‘:ﬂfiﬂ-
Cairo, one lunatie, or idiot, in v veens SEeis saes TR .ves 80,714 | Gallons.
Ep&iﬂ..,.i...........-.-.-1.................-..-¢l|.llll|-|-|--|-l|ll"ll'--llliluil-iltnl--!-“ll-lll leﬂl 1
TRAIY sassaeasasssanenatansubsnsssnsnnsasasnatnnissanassaser sasasennonsssss 3,780 2
Holland and Belgiom...ccoassaranses e e e e T 1,046 3
France, Northern parts....u.eecessssssssssussnsnesosanins it G AL 4
France, Southern and soberer parts .. cooccsieeicsiinnins .« 1,500 3%
Normandy (least sober province) ........ TG e a0 5
Brittany (05t tEMPETAte] v cutverassssssarssssinnsrssrassssensa 3,600 1
wa]EB SRS EEREREEE R R R R R SAEEEF REREEIERERRERRA NS L L] gll 2
England .....ccccecesirisssesaninsisssssasssassassnsaninnasans AR A b 3
New York State (City MOre) .ueeeereanierss ssssssisrssssassanas 780 3
Swedeﬂ ,,,,,,, T L T PR s SRR AR R R EAEE R Tlﬂ O
Scotland (educated) .iccevies canraraens O T CoTn T R w OIS 3k
Norway (educated, and social condition good) ......cceess 651 4
Ireland (other causes als0) ..cesssssssscanssssassarsssssnnssians  O00 | 3 !

It is argued by some theorists, that the excitements of civilization

are the chief causes of insanity. No doubt this is true—but, then,.
it is only an abstract proposition. What REAL THINGS does ‘excite-
ment’ involve ? Want of excitement, again, is another cause ; what
will they make of that? The truth, drawn out, is just this—tha
‘bad excitements, or good excifements in excess, disturb and ulti-
mately destroy the autoeracy of the soul. But how? By their
action on the brain and nerves—by their drinking away ifs power,
and destroying the organs of reparation. In this caleulation, how-
ever, why do they omit the excitement produced by a physical
narcotic and nervine like Alcohol, taken to the extent of three, four,
or five gallons in a year—one, too, that has a peculiar affinity for
the brain ? Nor should it be forgotten, that nearly all other excite-
ments inecident to eivilization are sustained, nay provoked, by the
drinking habits. Alcohol operates, therefore, in a double way in
producing insanity—it energizes transiently the dangerous passions,
and, while increasing their imperious rulq, saps and weakens the
moral will. #
_ The traffic, then, is not simply the occasion of one insane person’s
insanity or idicey out of every five we meet, by direct temptation
and participation,—but also the exciter of the dormant seeds, the
disturber of the nicely balanced will and passions, in three out of
the remaining four.

Savages have all our passions, and ungovernable enough. Yet
savages don't go mad. Turks, Arabians, Egyptians, have excite-
ments, and lusts, and sufferings, but they don’t go mad. Are we te
believe, then, that Civilization is the cause of our madness 7 That
the equalizing of human destiny, the spread of comfort and inde-
pendence, the development of mind, has any necessary connection

* How strikingly this is exemplified recently, in the fact stated by official antho-
rity, that the withdrawal of even part of the grog rations from the Mediterranean flest
hu:u been attended by o most ob¥ions improvement, not only in health, bué in disgi-
pline—not half the former gots of insabordingtion having ocourred,
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with insanity, or inherent ¢tendency thereto? When we s

Traffic to the American Indians, th?}', too, went mad, and h:::ﬁﬁ:
been well nigh extinguished. Unfortunately, also, we kept the
Traffic at home—and we therefore continue to go mad. That civili-
zation may triumph, unimpeded, destroying mental disease, or
making it manageable, we must destroy the Traffic !

§ 118. Go to another phase of the subject—examine into the
facts and psychology of the question—and we shall be at no loss to
understand the increase of Suicide. Nearly 500 such cases, annually,
in London alone! TLet us take exceptional and sober France—
people have curious notions about °sobriety’>—everybody being
sober who is not beating his wife at home, dead drunk in the gutter,
or riotous in the police-office !* In the Northern departments, we
find, in a total of 14,745 cases of madness, 1,024 are distinctly
aseribed to wine and brandy drinking.+ But this has relation to
another fact, if possible more frightful. In France, in 1841, out of
2,814 cases of suicide, 185 are expressly said to have committed the
fatal act, either while drunk, or after drinking. This shows drunken-
ness even there, to be the most frequent of the known causes of
Suicide, with the exception of domestic grief and physical pain.
Probe these, again, to their causes, and drink takes first rank.
People confound motives with causes. A man destroys himself
under a certain notion or impression. Now, that és the insanity—
but perhaps prINK is the cause. Moreover, a sober man has grief—
but does not sink inbo melancholy, and ultimately become a suicide ;
the drinker, under the same circumstances but one, does. What is
the cause of the difference? Sobriety or Drink. Of 38 cases of
Buicide carefully reported at Aberdeen the assigned °causes’ were
Insanity, Disappointed Love, and Family Quarrels (vexation ) ; but
it is added, that twenty were intoxicated before the act, and seven-
teen were habitual drunkards. In plain English, the Traffic makes
its customers unfit, either to do the work of Life, or to bear its ordi-
nary chances amd veverses. ‘Ot of 218 cases of suicide in Berlin,
the causes of which were ascertained by Dr Caspaxr, fifty-four were
produced by dissoluteness and intemperance. In the peaceful com-

= Sinpe the first edition of this book was published, we have visited Paris. Walking'
down the Rue Censier ot four o'clock in the afternoon, we met in succession five
intoxricated Dlouses, and several olher persons excited short of the reeling point.

+ Esquiron's analysis of 132 cases of Mania, gives 18, or 1in 11, to drunkenness,
‘which is double the proportion produced by faver, and ten times that of Apoplexy,
Agein, companing it with moral causes assigned, whilst jealousy excites 13 to madness,
wmcieﬂ prifle and vanity together 23, misery 19, excessive study 10. excessive ﬂan*
ing yields 18, In 181 cases of Demendia, or fatuity, siz, or 1.30th, were traced to drink.
But then many of these are assigned to monomania ; and, as we have just seen, drink
‘hed alarge share in that: and fatuityis obviously the end of & course of dissi
CavmeiL gives the history of 62 cases, 20 of which were the result of intoxication, and
11 of sensnality. But again, 9 cases out of 10 of sensuality are connected with d.ri.'n.k'
ing. In a table by Esquizor, out of 372 cases of Melancholia, 55, or 1.7th, are
attributed to libertinism or intemperance. Of these 55, no less than 19 resulted fl'ﬂﬂf!
jotoxication. @ia repertpublished by the Commissioners of Lunacy, the number o
lunatics is stated, for England and Wales, at 26,516. Of those, again, 2,626 “’i" m“t
of inherited madness; and 2,335, causes unknown, OF how many qf these, fhen, mus
drink have been the cause?
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i ova. out of 183 suicides, 10 were perpetrated by
Eﬁ%?f E:HBR?WHE has noted the i:istory of 1,222 cases of
guicide, taken as they came, at random, and finds that 158 sought
death under the influence of Drink ; four committing the act in an
unconscious state, Intemperance, the suicide of the soul, is the
rife parent of the other!

Go, search the hospital's unwholesome round,

The felon’s dungeon, and the maniac's cell,

The workhouse cold, the church-yard's dreary mound,
And learn what Suicide’s history can tell.

Ask, what does most the stream of victims swell ?

And Truth shall answer, with a look forlorn—
INTEMPERANCE, grealest curse since Adam fell,

Parent of ills, Perdition’s eldest born :—

Dark cloud without a bow—a night that knows no morn,

§ 119. We now approach the last of the general counts of our
indictment against the Liquor Traffie—that it is the great promoter
or producer of OFFENCES and CriMES, It is so, in various ways.
First, it deals out the material which, by necessary law, tends fo
the production of an indolent, violent, and criminal disposition.
Second, it not only affords facilities for drinking, but it always has
employed, and still does employ, every conceivable kind of seduction
to promote the consumption of that material. The machinery has
worked in the way affirmed, in spite of all regulating law; and we
have only now to show how muech it has done in the direction
indicated. The special offence of ¢ Drunkenness’ has already been
considered.

First, let us take a glance at some Statistical Facts which illus-
trate the connection of complicity and cause between the Traflic in
Strong-drink and the Turpitude and Crime of the country.

We say ‘some’ facts, because statistics, as selected and worked by
our Feonomists, are very often only so many arithmetical examples
of complicated fallacies. They seem to think it quite enough to sow
figures and reap sums! Now figures, like the facts they ought to
express, require a rational treatment: the law of Induction must be
applied to them to get out their true meaning; or, in other words,
certain elements must be eliminated, and certain fucts of connection
established, before the figures are of the slightest value. Figures,
for instance, cannot prove that drinking causes crime: they can
only show that, with much of drinking there is also the coincidence
of crime. The same may be said of other social conditions. It is
observation of the working of strong drink, and the previous knowlege
of the history of the criminal, that can alone prove that drinking
engenders crime. And when this is proved, no statistics can disprove
it, and dissolve the nexus—they can only confirm it, or establish the
extent of its operation. A sound °philosophy’ must precede the
figures, control the treatment, and interpret their meaning. All
figures, again, must be analyzed—so that we exclude extraneous
~-rumstances or differing elements — otherwise we but deceive
ourselves. For example, a wrifer might assert that not drinking,
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but the price of bread, determined the crime of the coun N

no doubt, there is a_certain BORDER oF crivE—a marg?;?af mu:;
nality—that does enlarge or narrow with the price of food, which in
turn indicates social prosperity or distress.* It might be proved,
pe!:ha,pa, I some years, or even series of years, that while more
drink was consumed, less prisoners were confined in prison. Hypo-
thetically, we say, this is possible: but all the statistics in the world
could not disprove the faet, that drinking necessarily tends to foster
crime. Whatever the quack might say, the philosopher would no#
predicate, “‘ So much the worse for the JSact,” but rather ** So much
worse for the figures”—and proceed to analyze the source of the
palpable fallacy. In the case supposed, we perceive at once a
possible explanation—what elements are deficient, and what ought
to be thrown out, before the figures are worth a single fig. Many
Jineable offences, and sometimes these amount to 40 per cent, are
equivalent in poor times to imprisonment, since the offender cannok
pay; in ‘good times’ he or his friends can pay, and therefore he
does not swell the list of commitments. Returns made out without
reference to a © philosophy’ of statistics, may be but a series of
stupidities, altogether misleading: for, in the case supposed, as the
poor year must be that of diminished drinking, and the good year

that of augmented drinking—the figures would show (if they showed’

anything save the folly of the compiler) that drinking promotes order
and morality! In such a case, all fineable offences must be
eliminated to make the committals an index of the proportion of
offences. 'We shall, therefore, select such statistics as are simplesk
in their character.t

* “Hard times do not generally make the hitherto honest viclons, but only the half-
honest more vicions."—Natwnal Review, Oct, 1836, p. 306, Mr Hewey Maveew, in
his Freat World of London, pp. 419-441, has, sinca thess remarks were wrillen, very
afficiently demolished this theory of the Economisé, and justified our statement, that
poverty only affects A Nanrow Mancix of crime, not the bulk of it. The numbar of
oriminale, exclusive of summary convictions, yields on an average of 20 years 16§ to
gvery 10,000 of the population; of which ratio, 12§ are habitual criminals, who ara
nearly stationary from year to year. 3 per 10000, therefore, is the ratio alone left of
vasual eriminals, for the operation, interalia, of the Eeconomist's negative crime oresg-
tor! *“ Now,” says Mr Mavuew, “these sages forget that crime is made up of many
slements—that a large proportion of it consists of acis of ferocity and malice—such ag
assaults, attempts to kill, and of actual manslaughter; thongh such propensities
surely cannot be referred to scarcity of food, since an increase in assaults i8 known
40 be connecied with a greater consumption of spirituous liguors, Again, another form
of crime consiats of acta of lust, indzcenecy, eto.; and these assnredly f:la'm nothing do
do with any deterioration in the comforts of the community. A third divisionis made
up of the crimes of evil-speaking, perjury, ete,; but these cannot possibly be influenced.
by years of prosperity, or the reverse.”

Moreover, Panperism is the true test of material prosperity : but Pauperism snd
Crime do not coincide in a series of years.

+ In the Economist of the 31st June, 1856, the statistics of Mr Cray are quoted, and
an attempt is made to show that material prosperity, and not sobriety, is the regulator
of erime, the Intter being great when the former is low, and contrariwise. The writer
confines himself to a certain class of crimes, omitting Summary convictions, and makes
no enguiry how far the destitution which ineites to legal offences has intemperance
for a foster-mother. When all the chaplains, of all the gaols, unite in the same con-
glusions, Mr Cra¥ can afford to be depreciated by & writer wholooks to ﬂ:_a_ﬁwmﬂliﬂﬂ
and proximate causes of @ small part of crime, rather than to the bulk of it, and i:l' ts
primary and permanent sources. Deduct from the crime of qur conntry that MB‘“
portion consisting ¢f Drunksnness, and of offences committed under the direci infld.
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_ To begin with ‘Ireraxp and the Irism.’ The peculiar
chEri&Etgr of theg];eupla, their excitable temperament, and unfor-
tunate historical experience, afford a special lesson (§ 39). The
common people have correctly designated the excitement ]_:rmdlur_:ﬂd
upon them by the eratur, as ‘mad with whisky’; and it is a striking
proof of the power of the drink to obliterate conscience and per-
ception, that any one should be found to defend a trade in temporary,
any more than permanent, insanity. Mr Serjeant Lrovp, before
the Lords’ Committee on the state of Ireland in 1825, assigned
¢¢the easy access to spirits” as the chief predisposing ca.usepf
the peasant disturbances and agrarian outrages in county Limerick

. 31).* The leaders of the Insurrection in 1798,1 well knew the

ect of whisky, and therefore, in the Address to the United Irish-
men, imposed, as a test, abstinence from Spirits ; though the osten-
sible object was the injury of the excise, and the cheapening of
bread. When all had been arranged, however, the use of spirits
was allowed ; and, in that season of violence, 1798-99, we find
almost a fourth more whisky consumed.T So at the great election
for the county Clare, 1828, the use of whisky was effectually dis-
countenanced, with the happiest results. But the prohibition (in
part) of distillation, from 20th June to 31st December, 1808, and
from 13th March to-8ist~Pecember, 1809, was anational demon-
stration of“the“truth. WHisky rose from 8s. to 18s. the gallon,
which, of course, placed it beyond the reach of multitides. A¢ once
a marked improvement in the manners of the people took place,
gobriety and order supplanting riot and debauchery (§ 70). The
nightly commitments to the Dublin Watch-house decreased in an
extraordinary measure. Again, in 1810, when the prohibition
ceased, ‘‘the commitments increased nearly four-fold”; and the
Lord Mayor and Magistrates directed public attention to its cause
(§ 44). In the prohibition period of 1758-59, not a single death
by intoxication is regis —but in , We two Coroners
of the City, under date of May 11th, certifying to Parliament|| ¢ that
¢ the deaths occasioned by drinking spirituous liquors have greatly
“ increased within the last twelve months ; and that we consider it
‘ owing to the reduced price of whisky, that has tempted the working
‘ classes to such destructive consequences.’ So, again, when the
distilleries were stopt, from 8th February, 1812, to September, 1813,
crime stopt too * and Whienthey revived to theirwork of destruction,

e i o i o T 0 W 8 il i Sl o P 11

ence of drink, and that larger portion that would never have been perpetrated, had
drink not been consumed by the agents of crime, or by their relatives or vietims ; and

Ef::r::fh would be left as the resultof * natural ' passion, roguery, and wunavoidable

* Thig reminds us of Laror Suien's metaphor, and the wit Iy it provoked.
* Ireland, Hn_tld [.‘Im orator, " as a source of inquietude, is te Eﬁ;]m i’hntpﬁ'esuvim
ﬁ ﬂ‘tl‘::.-j'_.'I.E«Tuplt:ual. Ay," retorted STaxLEY, “ and from the same osnse of mischief—the

+ Vide Report of the Committee of Secreey, in 1707, 1 Tbid, 1795,

i Bee Report of House of Commons, on Brewers' petitive, 1811, p, 12,
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erime revived with them. The fi i
Police returns :— ollowing are from the Duatne

Years. Pris : Years.
T 1 Ty Sl
1814 ... 10240 | 1818 .... §98s l 2,093

Thus, even in years of want, a partial measure, merel rendering
drink dearer, was attended with a reduction in crime c-g one-sixth,
when, under other circumstances, it would have increased
‘We have still another illustration derived from a comparison of
years of Father MArHEW'S great success in reforming the people
with ordinary years of intemperance, :

Jn the year 1840, the Public-houses had been lessened by 237,
within the police bounds of Dublin. On the 1st of September, 1839,
the prisoners in Richmond Bridewell, Dublin, numbered 136 ; but
in November, 1840, the number was reduced to one-sizth—viz. to 23.
In consequence of 100 cells being empty in the Bridewell, the
Smithfield prison was shut up.

The Governor of Maryborough gaol thus wrote on the 18th of
November, 1841 :— : :

_‘Temperance has had the most desirable effects on the peasantry
“in this part of the country. Peace in all places of public resort,
¢ such as fairs, markets, drc., has taken the place of disorder, riot,
¢ bloodshed, and murder. Very few crimes of a serious nature are
‘now heard of ; and in minor offences there has been a great
¢ decrease. The number of prisoners in gaol, 13th November, 1837,
“ was 128 éRoma.n Catholics, 122); the number on this day, 98
¢ (Roman Catholies, 73). This is a great saving; at £15 each, it
¢ amounts to £450 annually.’

It was almost exclusively amongst the Roman Catholie peasantry
that the reformation prevailed. In the Homse of Commons, the
then Irish Secretary, Lord Morrrra, declared that ‘‘the heaviest
offences, such as homicides, outrages upon the person, assault with
intent to murder, aggravated assaults, cutting and maiming,” had
greatly diminished.

The years of Father Wm to
the culminating wra of ement began to decline,

»
in : ioh, in part to the natural subsidence of
all great enthusiams, but in 1847-8-9, to t:fﬁ*d olation of the
Famine and the Exodus. Those y ecially 184 1851,
must, therefore, be put out of calemtﬁ as pj-;culiaf: but their
results are in the most perfect accordance with our theory, and with
the historic explanation. When it is said that the licensed fagﬂiﬁes
measure drinking, and that drinking measures crime, we not
mean that drink is the only factor in the business; or that the
introduction of a new element will leave things as before. Cateris
paribus i8 to be understood of all comparisons in Sociology—is
assumed in all enquiries into Causation. DMoreover, we do nok
gpeak of ¢drunkenness’ as the great source of crime under

] circumstances ; but we say that drinking is. Certain
classes of grave crime are far more intimately connected with excite-
ment and perversion than downright police drunkenness. In this
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Table, then, we
ce dimi

compared with preceding,
years, COriminal drinking,
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find, over the series of years bracketed, that Tem-
ed cases of crime to the extent of one-third as

and one-half as compared with succeeding
therefore, must have been lessened.*

Crimes at AsS1Zes

Years. Petty Offences. Drunkenness. (and Quarter Sessions.
1830 16,812 48,678 12,049

1840 15,261 28,227 11,194

1841 13,177 28,649 0,267

1842 17,009 17,396 0,874
1843 18,848 20,462 8,620

1844 18,8587 24,362 8,042

1845 17,613 22,076 7,101

1646 16,695 28,282 8,630
1847 25,810 15,406 15,238

1848 49,717 12,302 18,206

1849 63,586 11,604 21,202

Mr Porrer, in his Progress of the Nation, remarks on the

great

fluctuations which have occurred with respect to four heads of
offences—assaults, illicit distillation, riot and rescue, and misde-
meanors not otherwise deseribed. But take Convictions for
OFFENCES AGAINST THE Pursowr, as those at once most likely to
arise from excitement, and to be least liable to fluctuation from
varying social influences of an ordinary character, and we shall
arrive, on an average of years, at a very noticeable result. We
exclude the famine years, as being subject to a disturbing influence
of an extraordinary nature. ;

EBix Ordina Dri-an¥ Fears,during Bix Lesy Intemperate Fears, during 1

which, exclusive of much illicit which, with little illicit distillation

whisky, 70,913,540 gallons of British 42,506,190 gallons of spirits paid
spirits paid duty.+ duty.}

s .... 5,002 Total Crimea of || 1840 ... 2,584 Total Crime of

1835 ... 5832 | {heFirstClass, || 1841 .... 2324 | the FirstClass.

1836 ... 6,000 26 330 1842 ..., 2128 13 1?'0

1837 .... 2,631 ] 1845 .... 2172 ’

I'm asaw E’Tlu 1m4 - ﬂ.m:;

1830 .... 3158 !J! 1845 .... 1,860

* But, says the Waterford Mail, drunkenness was lessened only alittle, and ‘petty*

affances increasad.

famine period as exceptional), it would only
of offences may be steadily an
rating upon the people guite in

we can ourselves

dreds in the g‘aulsﬁr no greater o
pangs of hunger., In

and for the same

regards the drunken column, for
fervor of Temperance Reform, the
prevailing, and looked after these
really so stringent, and are laxer n

4+ Taken from the returns

Houses, 1853

If, on the whole, th

epandently of drin
eak; the Pattﬁ_nﬂanc!a were truly © petty.
ence than taking
the years 1847-1850, also, the crime o
reason which prevented men getting drunk—absolute want. As
the middle period, we must observe that, in the
police and magistrates wers inflnenced by the tone
cases ; but when the furor ceased, thoy were not
ow than aver.
of the Inland Revenue Office
. 056, At the beginning of this peri ' i
i Y i]liu?tdm illing:: 1 1640 nnlg 175, andp od 1206 persons were confined in
$ In several counties during this period, there
enmstance of the presentation of white gloves to th]e.mjlu:lgaa.

had increased (keeping out of view the

a turni

show (what is guite plain) that that class

enting, in canﬁeqﬂnce of & fixed =social cause ope-

ing. For one year of the famine

We have seen hun-

rp from o field to allay the
theft

greatly increased,

in 1841 gnly 171.

Bea Report on Public

pened the junprecedented cir-
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: Take now two quinquennial periods, and see what they establish
in regard to *‘ Convictions at Quarter Sessions and Assize,” com-
pared with the years remarkable for diminished consumption of whisky.

Ordinary Drinking Fears.

—

Bpirits, Gallons charged g ; ted
':'ll'iﬂ:lDlIt}'. o Serious Crime. Exﬁ?:&'derfar
1835 11,830,852 15,216 19
1596 12,548,727 15,110 12
1837 11,534,631 9536 ~ 10
¥ 1838 12,628,101 9,609 3
1830 11,169,55] 12,049 15
Totsl ..l 59,770,892 64,520 59
Partially Temperate Interval. ,
Spirits, Gallons charged | o . : Executed for |
with Duty. Serioas Crime, Murder, |=
:
1840 7,782,523 11,104 0
1841 6,943,740 9,297 5
1842 5,810,247 0,874 4 ?
1843 5,006,427 8,620 4
1844 7,314,088 8,042 8
Total ..| &a,100,525 47,027 21

The summer assizes of 1856 are memorahle in the legal history of
Ireland, which, now that something like a normal state is restored
to the country, again illustrates our argument. With the exception
of the assize at Westmeath, which presented a considerable array of
prisoners, and that at Mayo, which had several serious cases, the
criminal business has been exceedingly small. In Clonmel, South
Tipperary, the calender was disposed of in three hours, and the
trial of records in six, being the lightest commission ever held
there, Notwithstanding a considerable number of convictions for
illicit distilling, the daily average of prisoners had decreased from
11,491 in 1853, to 4,418 in 1855.

The recent Prison returns for Ireland, compared with the Revenue
returns, show that a legal check to drinking is also a check to crime.

Dory. Gals. Spirits. | Cases of Imprisonment.
1854, |-8s. 4d. and 48, .. .0 ieeeenss 8,440,734 ¥3,738
1855. | Daty, 4s,, 65.,and 6s. 2d.. 6,228,856 54,431

2,21 1,8 78| Decrease 1 9,3{}2
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The same result comes out in the Dublin Police returns, a
eity containing a population of 258,000 souls,

1854—Drunkenness,..12,139...... All offences...43,108
1355—- 3% e 9,83? saiEEE 35 nr"35:,'634

———

2,302 Decrease... 7,474%

et

* We subjoin a ‘Police Pictare ' of this Christian City, indicating by ifalics some
things which we conceive to be intimately associated with drink :—

CAUSBES.

“ Housks whers spirits ara sold by retail, without retail Licence, distinguishing gro-
eers’ ghops from ut.h?n' kinds of honses, for four years ended 1853, —There were 105 of
these houses in 1853, 47 of which are described as regular, and 13 as irre , and G0
are stated to be frequented by persons of the inferior class. There are also sgatedhto
be 45 unlicensed houses in our city, 33 of which are frequented by persons of inferior
character, and 11 by persons of bad character.

“ PEBLIC-HOUSES; alao, number of grocers’ shops where spirits are sold, or smspected
to be sold, by retail, without retail licence, for four years ended 1853.—It appears we
have 1,033 of these establishments in our city, including 82 taverns, and of these, B7J are
described as regular, and 00 ag irregular. This return shows a considerable inorease.

“ REPoRTs against hotels, taverns, grocers’ shops, and pablic-houses,where the parties
were summoned, for seven years ended 1853, —Reportedin 1853 ; taverns, 9, four convic-
tions ; public-houses, 295, of which there were 163 convictions. .

* GaMING-HOUSES, distinguishing houses where gaming is solely practised, from
honses where other bnsiness is transacted, such ns public-houses, cigar-shops, et.,
for four years ended 1853.—There are 201 of these houses, which isa gradual increase
Sor the last few years, and of them 16 are described as superior, and 185 as inferior.

EFrECTS.

‘i DpreENCcES committed within the police district.

“ AaatxsT THE PERsoN.—Common assaulis, 2,718 ; assaults on and obstructing £rnﬁct,
rescue, ete., B12 » child desertion, 110 ; murder, 1 ; infanticide, 1 ; attempting murder, 1;
murder and aftempting swicide, 1 ; conspiracy to murder, 1 ; mansigughter, §; rape and
assaults to rape, 7; indecent offences and assaults, 4. Total, 3,676.

AGAINST PROPERTY, WITH VIOLENCE.—Burglary, 53; attempt to commit same, 5;
breaking into or attempting to break into dwellings by day, 18 ; ditto to out-houses by
day or night, 43 ; robbery from the person and assaults to rob, 6. Total, 125,

‘AGATNST PROPERTY, WITHOUT VioLExcE.—Cattle, horse, and sheep stealing, 4;
dog-stealing, 24; embezzlement, 230; frands, ete., 183; larceny in dwellings by ser-
vants, 336; ditto by other persons, 2,706 ; ditto from the person by prostitutes, 863;
ditto by other persons, 805 ; simple larcency, 2,345 ; shoplifting, 553 ; attempts to com-
mit lerceny, ; illagal pawning, 104; receiving stolen goods, 35; ditto soldiers'
necessaries, 15, unlawful possession of goods, 2,663. Total, 11,340,

:: g#;%;u;uﬂggnffhzscngmst Prg_party.—irﬂun, 1: wi]!ﬁl g_umage, ete., 653,

gt tha Cnrrency.—Coining, uftering, efe., ; forgery, 7: fo
f ]:a,‘?lanotas, utteﬂ.tn_g, litudﬁ. T%t.al, 110. = g2 SSETTs
FFENCES nof included in the above—Runaway apprentices, 109; attempti
burn, 2; bestiality, 1; cruelty to animals, 32 ; demtg'lgl}ﬂmiﬁﬂ, d.h; dem-rers,p&ﬁg clii:
turbing public worship, 1; disorderly characters, 7,212; ditto prostitutes, 3,597 :
drunkenness, 13131'? ; escaping from ecustody, ete., 2 ; osing the person indecently,98;
dilto to ms_uui 1; furious and negligent driving, 84 ; ditto with tnjury fo person, 51;
;gr:él:g, 'ff'-f i" nlﬂi'l;'l}ﬂ?i llgicnﬁiaancfs, 608 ; niun-pn ent of fines, 129 ; perjury, 2; per-

i » 4 ; Bacrilega, 1; smuggling, 6; attempting suicide, 47; tippling in
ﬂrﬁamrlﬂd howses, 320 ; suspicious c}mmct:frs, vagrants, etcﬁ lﬂ[:?,ﬂ.‘éﬁ. i i

Number of BrRoTHELS, and whether of superior or inferior clags, for four vears
ended 1853.—There are 15 of these houses where females do not reside, and 134 where

~they do reside ; and of the better class, 20 are stated to be of asuperior deseri
and 114 inferior. There are no less than 886 prostitutes infesting the metropolis,
“ ReroRTS for I’;ut:: agmm Members of the Pui!ir::“,;'m
1 (1]

—Charged with I:mg"
dromk on duty, 32; duty, 46; worse for li :

Total, 103.. . Result: 71 con stables dismizsed, 15 re u];}:;:&:: gﬂﬁtg&llf ;mqi}tf!? ;uig:]lt!‘ —
The force consists of 1,100 men, exclusive of inspectors, etc.” - e

0
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A striking illustration this of the dictum of Judge Crayero
(made when Solicitor-General of Ireland in IESE}M‘%;Ehat in pmpoer—-H
¢ tion to the consumption of ardent spirits, was the amount of poverty,
¢ wretchedness, crime, madness, disease, and premature death.”

§ 121. Scotland has already aupﬂied ample illustrations (p. 83).
Under the Sunday Closing Act and higher duties on whisky, crime, in
1855, diminished fourteen per cent.

In Aberdeen, in 1837, the number of licensed drunkeries was 870,
By the year 1840, the Temperance reform had reduced them to 480.
In the first year, the Convictions were 402; in the second, 215
only—notwithstanding increase of population.

In Edinburgh, the offences against property, since 1852, have
diminished twenty-five per cent. Or take 1853-4, not the number of
offences reported (4987 and 4263), but of persons apprehended,
since the police only suceeed in capturing one perpetrator out of
every three offences reported :—

1853 For erimes against property 1647 For drunkenness 5728
1855 Ditto ditto 1412 Ditto 5014%

Decrease .v.vverrrseners 230 Decrease...oeuu 714

§ 122, Excraxp and Wares afford similar evidence of the con-
nection between drinking and erime. Take the following, premizi

mizing
that, in 1825, the duty was lowered from 12s. 7d. to 7s. the
imperial gallon :— '

) CONSUMPTION OF SPIRITS CRIME IN LONDON|AVERAGE PRICE

IN ENGLAND AND WALES, 'P"“‘ BATES.| AND MIDDLESEX.| OF WHEAT.
GALLONS. £ 8. D.
1823 4,225 903 5,772,062 2 503 51 9
1824 4.880,670 5,736,900 2621 62 0

1825 4,132,263 5,786,089 2,902 66 6 |
11826 B 888 644 5,928,601 3,457 5T 0
{mz? 8,005,872 6,441,088 3,381 56 0
11528 0,311,624 6,208,003 3,516 60 5

The last very varying column completely dissipates the idle and
absurd argument of the Feonomist, that not dear or cheap spirits,
but dear or cheap food, regulates the bulk of crime! Everybody
who has not buried their brains in masses of arbitrary statistics,

s o e T i

* Of these, 2000 were females, 3000 males. It is curious, however, that uﬂmﬂ;
against the person increased from 80 to 105 ; indicating that a partial measure ﬂ%ﬂ“
Jessens drunkenness but leaves excitement, will not get rid of pnﬂfﬂﬂﬂﬂ. fesaling.
agitation may have had some influence in aggravating this evil. At any m'?ﬁm
hensions for offences comniitted in drink, sank from 8533 in the former year, L0
ihe latter—a difference of 2,374,
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knows that the best paid laborers are often the most drunken.®
Before the Parliamentary Committee on Public Houses, in 1853,
very striking evidence was offered by the Rev. Jonx Cray, of the
number of convictions arising from drunkenness, varying, in Preston
and Blackburn, during several years, according to the number of
Beerhouse licences.T MaLes only included.

DRINEING FACILITIES MEASURE CRIME.

Beerhouses Committed to Summary
Year. Licensed. Sessiona. Conviotions.
flgﬂ SAEEEREEEREEREEE lﬁﬁ sEsEslnspnsnnsy ]a ELEEL R L ﬁﬂ
RO B RN -] AR e 0 e i e B Yatsiiqasrasnanst PADT
RABDE o tiidiani TG Siciionnensnssl BE * arassasavisesse s sdBL.
L e et et e LI o e e eanl e e rensananl LU
; Beerhonses Committed to Summary
Year. Licensed. S esslons. Convictions.
18‘1.3 BEABEREREEER AR 1?? sasEiidEdadEdEae 13 BRI A BddednEwy 51
PBEETQH LR By 18‘19 waiERERERRaana 153 R R Eﬂ EEaETAEARE AR T‘i
].BE"D W ]-B'E EEEAR AR R '3" HAEBEEEE RS @R 1{]5
hlaﬁl R R R R 22'1 WEEEESEEE R EE 55 EEEdE AR R 116

A significant fact may be stated here, which we have elsewhere
put on record.T In the years 1834 and 1835, under the enthusiastic
advocacy of JosEpH Livsey, THoMAs SwiNDLEHURST, and the noble
band of Preston Teetotalers, the drinking habits of Lancashire met
with a check, which manifested itself in the diminution of erime—
so marked as to call forth the special commendation of Baron
ALDERSON, the presiding judge at Lancaster.

As to the extent of crime arising from the Traffie, take a fact
relating to a town where both licensed and wnlicensed drink-shops
abound. In OrpmAwm, from 1841 to 1846, 3000 petty offences were
directly traceable to intemperance, and fifty violent deaths.

The great overtopping cause of crime—the very seed-plot of
disorder—will be found in the drinking Facilities of the couniry, of

* The Sanitary Report for 1842 has several comparisons of the condition of
Iaborers ; wa select two.

J. Balt, of Carr Bank, wages 123, per
week ; a wife, and child aged 15: he is a
dronken, disorderly fallow, and in debt.

W. Weaver, of Kingsley (boatman), wages
1B8s. per week; wife and three children ;
he is a drunken fellow ; family destitute.

Dr Syms, reporting of Ayr, says:—

George Hall, of Carr Bank, wages 10s.
per week ; has reared ten children: he is
in comfortable cirenmstances.

Charles Rushton, of Lightwood Fields;
wages lds. per week: he supports his wife
and five children in credit.

“ Although the colliers hava large wages, they are, from their want of
their dissolute habits, uniformly in pugfe:l"t}‘} Endrgﬁair families, muughﬂigﬁuﬁg ﬁ-ﬁ
miserably clothed, i1l lodged, uneduocated, and less indnstrious than the fﬂmili:ga of
the weavers, the females of which work with great constaney at hand sewing. The
modes of living for the two classes are very different. The weaver isnot intemperate
Decause e cannot a urd to purchase ardent spirits.” 2

‘]?E‘ﬂustm. apa migt:tjr the colliers of Tranent, says :—

he appearance of the cottagers, or persons, is no test of th :

tha highness or lowness of wages. .. If E:;tmnger went into t-h:l.lwﬂrlll;tﬁﬂ;fﬁ E::?:Hﬁle?:' l?uf

might exclaim, * What extreme wretchedness and destitution I'—when, in fact, on the

Eg{,’nﬁayhthg had received ma..hwhi::h before Tuesday had all been squandered.”
etty thefts may increase in ‘ hard times," but serious o , 88 Justice T
witnessed with his dying breath, increase with high wnge{;r:f;;sc];iga;::‘g?l‘ﬁil“mﬂ“

+ Parliamentary Report on FPublic-houses, 1853, p. 631.
+ Chambers's Miscellany, vol. iil, * The Temperance Movement.’
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which the chief arethe Licensed Houses. The county of Glam
in 1853, was chargeable with 42 per cent of all thﬁﬂma of Woz%m‘;
and that county contains 36 per cent of all the low drinking-houses
in the principality. Concentrated facilities for drinking produce
concentrated crime. The Report of the Commission on Mines (under
the Act of 5 and 6 Victoria, c. 99) states, concerning the Lynir Iron
‘Works, that ““in one part of the valley nearly every fourth house is
@ Public-house. In another, in the small hamlet of Cwmdu, about
the upper works there are thirty Public-houses. These were
constantly open on Sundays, and at nights, with scarcely any restrice
tion.” The state of affairs is as bad as ever. The Chaplan of the
County Prison at Usk, the Rev, S. C. BAkER, says ;: ¢ In the iron
and coal towns, like ,Pontypool, Tredeager, etec., .almost every Jifth
house is a beerhouse. In the works on the hills, where the population
live in masses of from 5000 to 6000, there appears to be the same
monopoly in beer, etc., as in all needful articles, which are sold at
the Company’s Shop.” The shops, though fewer, are in the midst
of a concentrated population, and therefore present temptations to
drinking and disorder. Can we wonder at the erime of this county !
§ 123, The daily and weekly Press alike disclose the real state of
things. Papers cited almost at random, from far distant parts of
the country, prove at once the universality and the virnlence of the
disease, The Sunderland News, of March 10th, 1855, contains a
police column. The cases include twelve convictions, occupy the
time of six magistrates for three days, and eleven are Traffic cases !
“RAaTHER TOoO VIoLENT.—(1) K. Swailes, charged by Franecis
Gallacher with having violently assaulted him, without provocation.
The complainant said :—*‘Ye see, your worships, I met lim yester-
day, and says he to me, ‘How are ye ! and says I, ¢ ’'m very well,
the same to you.? And he axes me if I’d have a drop, and of course
1 said I was agreeable, and we had ﬂwsa-ﬂmﬂortk ; and then, says I,
¢ Robert, finish off what yehave, and we’ll have another drop,’ for 1
didn’t wish to be beholden to him, d’ye see ? And just as we had
finished that, he struck me on the mouth.” TFined in 10s. and costs.
or fourteen days to gaol.—(2) Another case was then entered into.
My Sidgwick stated that on the previous day he met the defendant in
the street, and asked him for the return of a half-sovereign lent him
in July last, when he suddenly lifted up his hand and attempted to
strike him, and in fact would have done go but for his warding off
the blow. From that exhibition, and from his language also, he
apprehended personal violence. Bound over to keep the peace.
¢ DisorDERLIES,—(3) John Cooke, found on Sunday morning in
the High-street, drunk and incapable, ‘quite helpless, d.l.ac]mrﬂed
on paying costs.—(4) George Plumpton was charged by police
constables with fighting, and raising a disturbance in High-street,
on Sunday morning. éﬂ was also very uproarious when taken tnte
custody, aud struck the officers. Convicted of the offence, and fined
in Bs, and costs, or in default pay a seven days’ visit to Durham.—
(6) John Caxr, charged with being drunk and disorderly in Sﬂﬂgﬂﬂi‘
street, on Saturday mnighi—twelfth appearance on as

-
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¢¢ A x IncoRrRIGIBLE. —(6) Margaret Wellaburn (aged 76), had bﬁﬁjﬂ
found lying on the flags in High-street, quite incapable. Even in
Court al{:\n could not resist her fatal craving for drink, but left before
her name was called and went to an adjacent public-house there to

a fresh supply of liguor. She had been cﬁsu in the poor-house,
Ef:; had as often run dway and got drunk, in spite of all rules and
regulations. Ordered back to the workhouse.

«Tpr UsvAL FINISH TO A Coruer’s Pavwient.—(7) O’Hare,
collier, brought up for knocking down A. Collings, cab-driver, and
being instrumental with others in stealing his hat. Collings, who
had been a witness in the Seaham riot case, was going up High-
street, on Friday night, when the defendant attacked him and knocked
him down, and afterwards his companions beat him while on the
ground, and finally ran off with his hat. He saw them go in the
direction of the ® Rowland Burdon’ public-house. The constable
said, that when he asked the Landlady how long the men had been
in, she at first answered ‘not many minutes,” and afterwards said
they had been an hour. It was proved on undoubted evidence that
Hare was comfortably reposing in the police cell at half-past twelve.
Fined 10s. (out of which Collings was to get a new ha.t%]and co8ts.

¢ DISGRACEFUL GuNntrcT.—-{Sg Jane Riley was brought up by
Inspector Temple, on a charge of creating a disturbance in High-
street. He had seen a crowd about a grocer’s shop, and on entering
Jound a little girl lying there, supposed to be in a fit, but in reality
quite drunk. Shortly afterwards the mother (defendant) came in
drunk, and proceeded to take her child home, but commenced on the
street to beat the Little girl violently, Fined Hs. and costs, or in
default, gaol for 14 days.

¢t DisorDERLIES.—(9) J. Simpson, for being found drunk and inca-
pable in Messrs, Fenwick’s glass-house, was discharged on paying
costs. © I have been ‘eetotal for some months, and only broke out
yesterday.’—(10) Ralph Lynn, for assaulting Mrs F, Wilkinson, was
fined in 40s.—(11) John Ford, for seriously assaulting Mrs Mary
Higgins on the head with a poker, was fined in 20s. and costs.
‘He did strike me, but he was drunk at the time, or he would not
have done it. He's a good man when the drink’s not in him.’ ”

Take the Newcastle Advertiser for June 28th, 1856,—a paper
distinguished by the eccentric theory that Teetotalism is the cause
of Drunkenness,—and in a column and a half of Police News we
find the fellowing cases :—

““ RoBBERIES,—(1) Mary Kelly was charged with stealing 4s, from
W. Jones, a sailor. Being a stranger in Newecastle, he ay down
on some stairs in the Ship entry, early on Saturday morning, The

risoner came to him, and wished him to treat her to some drink.

e gave her 53d. to get quit of her, but she came back; and he was
roused by her foot striking his, and when he felt in his pocket his
4s. was gone. Committed for 14 days.—(2) Elizabeth Welch charged
with stealing two large pieces of Bacon. Asthe prisoner was drunk
at the time, and the prosecutor, on account of her family, did not
wish to press the charge, she was reprimanded and discharged, —(3)
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Margaret Renwick and Mary Ann Ramshaw charged with i
money from one Bell; ke in a state of iutc:xi-::atinn.g ﬂnmmjgbt:%ng

‘¢ AssauLrs.—(4) W. Snowdon charged with being drunk, and
creating a disturbance in Scotswood Road early on Saturday mﬂmmg' i
and committing a savage assault on the police officer, having torn
his clothes, bit his thumb, and otherwise maltreated him. Fined
10s.—(5) John Jamieson charged with assaulting Mr Turnbull on
Sunday, Drunk at the time. Fined.—(6) John Shepherd charged
with assaulting Ann Tullock, the keeper of a disreputable publie-
hulj:ﬁg, and break{:%g five squares of glass. Fined.

STABBING. —(7) Alfred Gill, a medical practitioner, coming alon
Blackett-street, about half-past 4 o’clock, 13.:"—.-; @ state a:f intaa:igmrionf
mterchanged a few words with the scavengers af work. The
prisoner drew a sword-cane, and ran it into the groin of one of the
men who requested him to go away. Fortunately the instrument
struck against a bone, or the stab would have proved fatal. The
man being dangerously ill, the case was remanded.”

. Taking up the Stockton and Hartlepool Mereury, of July 26th,
1856, we find the following under ¢ Police News’ :—

(1) A Seamax turned out of his hammock, and literally tarred by
three other sailors, who had been ‘¢ making merry.” Fined.

(2) A VETERAN TOPER committed to prison for seven days.

(3) Pocker Progmve by a woman, at the Napier public-house, on
& customer who had had a °drop too much.’

(elg FELoNY in a beerhouse, at Hartlepool, by a beery customer.

(5) ViorENT Assavurr on the Police, by a drunken man, ‘rowing.?

(6) FErocrous Assavnr by W. Duning, Innkeeper, Stockton, on
his wife. He had been drinking for some days.

7) A Jerry-lord assaults the officers of the water company.
(8) A Yourm of 15—drunk and disorderly on Sunday.
9) SQUARING AcCOUNTS between two men in Whittaker’s public-
house, by chalking marks, in red and blue, on each other’s face.

0) A DRoOP ToO MUCH in an old man from Aberdeen, aged 88.

11) Assavrr by a drunken man, on the police inspector, while
turning some men out of a Public-house.

(12) A Womax of 33, on a visit, gets drunk, and, in company with
gome men, conducts herself in an indecent manner.

gﬁ:} AxoraER WomAN drunk and disorderly in the streets,

e more local paper shall be cited, and then, we think, our
readers will be convineed that we are fairly representing the facts
of the provinces. The Middlesborough News thus sums up the
criminal history of the town from January to July, 1856—a town,
by the way, where, owing to the iron trade, the working classes are
earning more money than in almost any other place in the kingdom :—

“With regard to drunkenness, our record is only of those who
have appeared in the police court. Of the number of careful
, who know how to conduct themselves with decency in the

streets, we have no means of giving any account. Drunkenness,
119; Assaults, 40; Stealing, 27; Deserting ship, 14; Using ﬁmﬁ
language, 12; Violation of market bye-laws, ete., 11; Domng ul
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10 : Neglecting work, 10 ; Vagrancy, 9 ; Disputed wages,
g?fﬁfg,]ech;:g wigfa, etc.g; 7 ; Throwing stones, 4 ; Breach of laws by
ublicans, 3; and for various other offences, as Smuggling, wife
eating,® jumping out of a train, uttering bad coin, etc. 28. It
be seen that drunkenness more than trebles any other crime. Of
the 119 cases, 96 were males, and 23 females. The male popula-
tion is under, but taking it as 5000, we have one man in every
fined every year for drunkenness, The number of Public-houses 18
about 64, which are generally in a florishing condition, especially
the ¢singing palaces.” In these haunts of iniquity, a crowd of
persons are continually feeding their evil passions, and making
themselves an easy prey for that unfortunate class who nightly
bulates the streets.”

The papers of the last week of the year (1856), tell the secret of
the murder of the woman at Armley, by her paramour—he had
primed himself for four days with drink ;—records how a ‘gentleman’
at Brighton stabbed a young woman in the street without any pre-
vocation, except the internal one of drink—how Jackson, who was
executed at Chester, for the murder of a little girl, committed his
crime under the same influence—how a respectable peasant, a tenant
of Sir Warrer TREVELYAN, returning tipsy from Wiveliscombe
market, becomes the easy victim of a cold-blooded murderer—the
execution of three excited Italians at Winchester for a barbarous
double homicide ;—tell of one Sarrm who goes to Mrs SorFrTLY’s
public-house, at Birkenhead, and gets hardened to murder a police-
man ;—of an Irishman, at Leeds, who smashes-in the skull of a
compatriot ;—of the Policeman PrarcE drinking in the ¢Bunch of
Grapes,” at Merthyr, stabbed to the death by Erras JENkiNs ;—
the public, meanwhile, taking counsel of their fears only, raving
about ‘Ticket-of-leave-men,” and Mr Moxckron MinNes in the
T'imes, repeating the thread-bare tale of ‘‘the inadequacy of the
deterrent principle !

The Alliance Weekly News for July 19th, 1856, contains the
following terrible summary :—

e,

* The Leader of Nov. 29, 1856, chronicles the following :—({1) A shoemaker in Fins-
bury, named CoxoLLy, committed a savage attack on wife and child. He came home
late, drunk. His wife asked for money to buy some bread, when he hurled a tea kettlo
filled with boiling water at her head, which grazed her, and frightfully scalded the
child. (2) A leather-dresser, in Southwark, named FAULKES, uf%ntn & drunkard, one
night came home intoxicated, threw his wife on the ground and kicked her, t:ﬁ In
Lambeth one MACKLER came home drank, quarrelled with hiswife, savagely assaulted
hermother, and cut her nose in two, so as to digfigure her for life. (4) A young married

woman in Kentish Town cuts her throat after havi k .
band—hoth heing intoxicated. er having some angry words with her hus

The Sunderland News of Nov. 5th, 1855, racords a case at Pallion, of a Merchant
Captain, named TroMPsoy, maltreating his wife. “The wifa pave her evidence with
reluctance, and declared the prisoner was a good husband, and that there was not

wicter man living than he—when he was sober.” The law licenses men to make hus-

nds forget themselves and their duty—licenses men to be made mad by being made

drunk on the premises—and then paradoxicall i ¢ ]
‘of the cuuse ¢ (806 115) B ¥ profibits the * consequence '—instead
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ALLIANCE LIQUOR LIST.

DEDICATED TO THE LIQUOR VENDERS OF GREAT BRITATN,

_ The Alliance Weekly News completes with the present number
its firat year of publication. Week after week there have been
recorded in its columns a large number of cases of untoward
cnsna]t_]r and crime, the particulars of which have been supplied by
quotation from newspapers published during the year, or by a few
correspondents of our own. In every case thus registered, the
party or parties were under the influence of aleohol, and came into

ril, or suffered loss of property, limb, or life, in consequence of

ing under that influence, All the cases were of recent date at
the time of publication in our list, all occurred within the United
Kingdom, and the account of each was authenticated with the name
of the source whence taken. The newspapers examined weekly
have not averaged more than fweniy ; although there are hundreds
of newspapers published in the kingdom, and several of them are
published daily. The cases, therefore, recorded, are but a small
portion of those which would have appeared in our list, had it been
possible to consult every newspaper issued; for we may safely say,
no newspaper ever goes to press without having in it one or more
liquor cases; and to this the experience of all readers will testify. It
is furthermore to be remembered, thatof the cases of mischief occa-
sioned by alcohol, not a tithe find their way into newspaper print;
the rest lie shrouded in the jealous privacy which family pride, in
the absence of public enquiry, invariably throws over them. And
even of the few that escape into newspaper publicity, one-half, at
least, are rendered useless for our purpose, through the carelessness
or contrivance of those who supply them to the press, without
indicating their implication with alcohol. It is a solemn and awful
truth, however, that frem an average of not more than twenty
newspapers, and one or two private correspondents per weelk, weo
have been enabled to derive information during the last fifty-one
weeks, wherefrom to register fwo thousand two hundred and eleven
cases of serious accidents, premature deaths, robberies, suicides,
murders, or other crimes, encountered or perpetrated by or upon
persons who were under the operation of aleohol.

We have recorded within the year (1855-6) :—

Seven hundred and eleven brawls or violent Assaurts, including
many cases of stabbing, cutting, and wounding ;

Two hundred and ninety-four RoBBERIES by or upon drunken
persons ;

Two hundred and {hirty-seven cases of atrocious CRUELTY upon wives
or children ;

One hundred and sizly-siz cases of serious AccIpENT or striking
bodily peril ;

One hundred and sizty-two actual or attempted SurcinEes.

Five hundred and twenty premature DEaTas, generally with horrible
aceessories; and

One hundred and twenfy-one ManstavGRTERS and MURDERS.
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- §124. Or go to the Z'imes and London Press for the week ending
September 28th, 1850. It is the same hideous story—with every
possible and impossible proposal of ¢ Remedy *—save just the right
one. The Times writes, *“ with shame and grief,” that the law

assed some little time back for the protection of women from
Eru.nken husbands ‘‘must be considered a signal failure.” The
Morning Advertiser makes the case of the wretch who threw his wife
out of the window, the text for a long discourse on marital slavery.
The Daily Teleqraph recommends education as the remedy for this
crying evil. The Advertiser craves an alteration of the marriage
laws, and new facilities for divorce. The Times puts faith in
whipping, and worse. ‘Six months’ imprisonment is clearly not
¢ gufficient to put a stop to this horrid barbarity. It is a blot upon
¢ our age,—it is an awful comment upon our maudlin morality,—it
‘is a di e to the name of Englishman. Semething clearly must
¢he done. There has been talk of facilitating divorces among the
¢ humbler classes, but it must be observed that unmarried women
€ are just as frequently the subjects of attack as those who are abso-
‘Tutely bound to their brutal husbands by the marriage tie. A few
¢ capital punishments would in all probability operate to deter these
¢ ruffians from carrying their brutality beyond a safe point.’

The Ewxaminer writes with manly indignation, and selects from
the police chronicles of the week the following cases :—

¢ On Monday George Fose was brought up at the Thames Police-
¢ office for having beaten his wife, who was endeavoring to protect
¢their children from his drunken rage. He pitched the children
¢about the room, dragged his wife about by the hair, kicked her,
¢ and flung her out of the window. To be locked up for six months.
¢ On Tuesday George Premble, at Southwark, killed a woman named
¢ Mary Ann Latimer, with whom he was cohabiting. Remanded.
¢ The same day, one Lordan murdered his wife in Artillery Lane ;—
‘he stabbed her in the neck. A coroner’s jury have brought in a
“verdict of ¢ Murder’ against him; he will probably be hanged, if
¢ the Home Secretary does not let him off, or present him with &
‘ testimonial. On Wednesday a man named Barry, who had pre-
¢ viously broken both his wife’s legs, violently assaulted her again,
¢ This time he broke her arm, and bruised her very much. She was
¢ found lying in a pool of blood, which had flowed from her nose and
fears. Remanded. On theevening of the same day, Thomas Dodd,
“a coal porter living at Westminster, kicked his wife till her life
“was in imminent peril. Remanded. On Thursday night George
¢ Mulley, a porter in Newgate Market, cut the throat of a young
‘woman with whom he was cohabiting. Remanded. On the
¢ morning of Thursday Henry Watts was indicted at the 0ld Bailey
‘:for ﬂl%r m;ﬂful murder of his wife, under circumstances of peculiar

atrocity.

Here are eight cases, occurring in four days, and selected by the
Ezaminer as * signs of the times.” Of five of these cases we happen
to have reports before us. In every one of the five, strong dri

1s expressly named ; and it is by no means the uniform practice of
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reporters to record that drink has been taken, even where

fact has come out. The three other cases, :??m they to be 51?1?;::
tigated, would probably be found to flow from the same fountain as
the five. Fweitement 1s often more dangerous than drunkennesg
itself. In such a state—especially with the neglected, ill-trained,
and dangerous classes—passion flames up on the most trifling
provocation. At any rate, in the first case of the five, the man is
sald to be ‘‘in a drunken rage.” In the second, the victim *had
been drinking and quarrelling with her husband.” In the third,
stabbing is the result of a quarrel begun in a beerhouse, the woman
and her murderer being ‘‘ persons of dissipated habits,” Lastly,
comes the wilful murder by Watts, who ¢ had been drinking.” On
these cases the Zimes builds its proposals for *“ a few capital punish-
ments.” One paper recommends ©cheap divorce,’—and another
verbal ‘education’ in the school-house, to counteract practical
‘education’ in the beershop !—all willing to adopt any extremity of
brutality or cruelty, if it will only not take away the convenience of
the purchase of that darling ‘pot of beer’! They talk of these
people, as though, when they went to drink, they meant to quarrel
and to kill | —whereas they only meant to drink, but drinking, do
the other things besides. The question is, will a prospective punish-
meént, which they do not intend to incur, for an act they do not mean
to commit, prevent them wvisiting the public-house? Certainly not.
These men and women labor under the very delusion of the Editors
themselves—namely, that there is no connection between the Traffic,
drinking, excitement, and crime ; the fact being that these are so
many concatenated links in the chain of social evil. We cannot
have the first without all the rest. They forget the truthful Eastern
apologue of the man who offered the choice of three sins—Drunken-
ness, Incest, Parricidle—mistakenly selected the first, as the least
of the three, and committed the other two afterwards. So these
unfortunate beings do not caleulate upon doing the atrocious deeds
described, but only upon getting ‘a little drink’—and in the state
induced, to talk about reflection and consequences is simply absurd.
0ld Heregrr, in his Church Porch, wisely says—

He that is drunken, may his mother kill,
Big with his sister; he hath lost the reins :

Is out-lawed by himself. All kinds of ill
Did, with his liquor, slide ioto his veins,

To prevent this ¢ Outlawry,” we must outlaw the Traffic itself.

Another London paper—the Morning Post—has a leader which
may be described as full of true premises and inconsequential con-
clusions—* a mingled yarn’ of truth and error:—

¢ ORIMINAL DrUNEENNESS.—The other day, a young and respect-
able woman was walking peacefully along the street; suddenly, a
tremendous blow from the fist of an individual, who acknowledged
he had never seen her before in all his life, levelled her senseless
with the pavement. Her skull was stove in, and brain only partially,
not mortally, injured. The spectators thought the assailant mad.
And he certainly was; but his was the madness of inebriation, whioh
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it have been indered from incwrring.—Another police report
Ry tella s that a tradesman, standing quietly beforo his own
shop, was felled from a similarly au@den_bl_cw, from a snml_ar hand,
under the influence of the same irresistible species of insamty.
The most remarkable point in drunkenness is the apparent necessity
under which the patient lies of replenishing and sustaining the
fountain of 1ts own E.lriea.u-ﬁnnﬂler police report, for instance, places
before us the case of a man who, every Saturday, received as week}y
wages for skilled work, 52s.; of which sum he regularly drank, in
two days, the two pounds, having previously taken the precaution
to hand over to his wife the twelve shillings for the food, clothes,
house-rent, servant’s money, and other expenses of that fortunate
woman, and of her and his four children. He could not help it; it
was the most he could do; it was liberal; and he is now in the
House of Correction for an involuntary and inevitable brutality,
which chanced to be discovered. Everybody knows that a number
of millions of pounds sterling are in England yearly spent in the
purchase of intoxicating drinks. If the drinking went not into
drunkenness, this would be a little matter. But how many are in
rison and in poor-houses, supported by public money, who ought to
ve been supported by a man, himself utterly undone, who should
have even contributed to the general wealth! Prevention is
better than cure, and where the case i3 very difficult, the prevention
should be doubly strong. We have keepers and asylums for those
whom nature has made mad : why not for those who are made mad
by themselves—for the mad drunkards? We mean, of course, in
confirmed, patent, proven, and habitual instances. The mad
drunkard 1s generally far more disposed to do evil than the poor sober
deranged : yet far less precaution against the former than the latter!
¢¢ Surely there ought to be rigorous measures for repressing this
desolating vice! It is frequently said by foolish people that ¢a
drunkard is kis own enemy.” It is true enough that he is his own
enemy, but he is not his own enemy only—he is the robber of his
wife and family, the destroyer of domestic happiness and comfort,
and alas! yet worse, sometimes the murderer of those whom he
should have protected at the cost of his own life. How often we
see in the streets at night the poor anxious wife, perhaps the
mother of some starving children, following with skulking terror the
husband whom she would save from an untimely end, while he, on
perceiving her, turns round with fury, and curses her trembling
solicitude. An asylum for the mad drunkard would relieve the
crowded poor-house, would diminish the municipal expenses of the
country, would incalculably augment production, and would give
many a peaceful home where there are solitary, blood-stained
hearths. It is not by usurping the office of the preacher that we can
oheck the evil. In its origin, doubtless, it is a vice: but who does
not see, that, in its growth, it germinates into the most fatal of the
forms of madness ? Treat it, then, as a madness, curable if taken in
e fgf;}* is only by arresting the malady that you can extinguish
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Very true—but why, then, license houses for dispensi
mat:r?;al cause of the maladﬁ‘i The Morning Post o Pht to til&
that all his remedies ha.ve_ een tried, both on the Continent of
Europe and America, and failed, At last, the people of the United
States have determined to go to the fountain head, and dry up the
j:arhﬂrgs mulirum dOf what ulse is History, if we will not extract its

osophy, and save ourselves the bitter experien
s carais filue O N

125. Or look at some of the events of a week, a year later, A
letter in the 7imes of August 6th, 1856, numplaii’u nfE the drunken-
ness of a society of Odd Fellows, who held their anniversary on the
Monday previous, in the Crystal Palace at Sydenham, As, amongst
other things, this is a beerhouse, these Odd Fellows became excited,
and several of their office-bearers, in crapulous opposition to the
Crystal Palace Band then performing, felled the band conductor,
smashed several chairs, and * kicked up a regular row.” Thus are
the people at once ‘educated’ and ©elevated’ ;—what they learn
from statues and pictures, from music and the fine arts, is defeated
or neutralized by the sale of a drink which beclouds and stupefies
the intellect, or induces temporary madness.

The two men, Carxy and Ravwe, against whom the jury found
themselves unable to return a verdict of guilty on the recent trial
for the murder of Mr. StiruiNG, the surgeon, at Burnopfield, were
met by a number of ‘friends’ on their liberation, and proceeded at
once to a public-house, where they spent some time in drinking,
They afterwards adjourned to other houses of the same description,
and did not go home until they and the whole of their were
“in a considerably advanced state of intoxication” Here were
men on whom the dread suspicion of murder rests ; and yet the
drink-sellers had no scruple in supplying them, immediately after
their very narrow escape from a eapital conviction, with the intoxi-
cating draught, by indulging wherein, they and thousands, not
naturally malignant, have their hearts steeled to murder,

On Saturday night, August 2, a horrible murder was perpetrated
at Great Smeaton, near Northallerton. After a hard day’s work,
two mowers, Bowes and CoCEFIELD, repaired, scythe in hand, to a
public-house, got half tipsy, and quarrelled. In the end, Bowss,
with deliberate sweep of his scythe, mowed CockriELp down,
cutting one of his legs so nearly off that it hung only by a piece of
skin ! Within an hour, the poor vietim is dead, his wife a widow,
and his two children orphans ; while his slayer, also a married man,
is torn from his wife and home, and committed on a charge of man-
slaughter.,

The papers of the week which record these signs of our home
civilization, tell us of another characteristic fact concerning our
army abroad. The very last of the Allies who left the Crimea was
an English soldier, so drunk that he had to be carried in the rear
of his comrades on the shoulders of the Cossacks ! :

§ 126. Take next the evidence of those in high station—the
Peers, Statesmen, and hereditary Legislators of the realm.

e
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The Farl of SHAFTESBURY, in hisspeech in the House of Commons,
on the Beerhouses, when Lord AsHLEY, said :—

¢Tn spite of all that had been done, there remained a vast moval
¢ waste in the condition of the people. The Police returns of
¢ Manchester, Leeds, and Birminghan, exhibited a frightful picture,
¢ gspecially as to the condition and habits of the juvenile portion of
¢the community. The country was weary of mere palliatives:
¢ gchemes of prison discipline and so forth; the evil was wider and
¢ deeper than could be reached by mere corrective processes, and if
¢not grappled with, we might anticipate, in twenty years, a general
¢ convulsion and displacement of the whole system of society.’

The Earl of ABERDEEN, at a meeting in Edinburgh, said :—

¢ T shall not probablybethought guilty of exaggeration, or blinded
‘ by national partiality, If I say that Scotland, for a long series of
¢years, has been eminently distingnished among the nations of
¢ Burope for the moral, veligious, and intellectual culture of 1t
¢people. But can we say that this is the case at the present
¢moment ¥ I grieve to say that the increase of crime has been
¢ aveatly beyond the increase of population.’

He then goes on to notice that the Scotch, on the average, were
then consuming three gallons of whisky to every man, woman, and
child in the kingdom. But again we turn to the question, Whab
tempts to this inordinate consumption? The Traflic.

e Earl of ALBEMARLE, in a public address at Banham, in Sept.
1855, enters elaborately into the evil and degrading effects of largess
at Harvest-homes,

“ How do they return their thanks to God for a plentiful supply
of food for another year? They get drunk.t Each man at the end
of harvest receives a certain present from his employer, and then a
party go round and ask for ‘largess.” The largess man, having
begged all he can, goes to the public-house to get drunk. I wont
follow him in the orgies which take place at the public-house ; but
the immorality—the giross, shocking immorality of both sexves—ought
not to be lost sight of. This is, I hope, the commencement of a
new era in agriculture, We wish to do away with the hateful crime
which is a blot upon our escutcheon, and makes us a laughing-stock
and an object of pity to other countries, I know, as a county
magistrate in the habit of attending at petty and quarter sessions,
that @ great portion of erime arises from those habits of drunkenness
which prevail among our rural population. I think that the laboren
18 worthy of his hire, and deserves some reward after he has done a
hard spell of work; but I wish to save that laborer from the temp-
tations to which he is at present exposed. I hope you will bear 1n
mind, that largess has got its death-knell, and that you will answer

o i, Bt

* Wa hope his Lordship, if he reads our ? 32—38, will be enabled to perceive ihat it
ia the Liquor Traffic that has disedncated the people.

+ We should have said they begin by destroying the in the Breweries and Dis-
tilleries—license houses for the sale of the seducing liguor produced—and then get
drunk by way of sequence.
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to every man who asks you for it for the future, Friend, 1 eannot
igve it you, because I will not be accessory to sending you either to the
gaol, the hospital, or the lunatic asylum.”

It seems very strange to us, that my Lord ALBEMARLE, with his
clear common sense and warm heart, does not see the further
application of his doctrine,—** Cut off the largess—save the laborer
from the zemptations to which he is exposed.” We can point oub
to his Lordship a broader, surer, and therefore “‘more excellent
way.” Lethim cut off the temptations of all seasons and all days—
summer or winter, Saturday with its work, or Sabbath with its
rest,—let him say, as LEcisuaTor, what he says as Landlord—and
Bay 1t to the LicENcE-MAN as well as to the Largess-man: “Frrenp,
I cANNor GIVE IT YOU, BECAUSE I WILL NOT BE ACCESSORY TO
SENDING MY COUNTRYMEN EITHER TO THE GAOL, THE HOSPITAL, OR
THE LUNATIC ASYLUM.”

§127. in let us pass from general evidence to that given by
witnesses who are officially or otherwise associated with the eriminal
busingss of the country; and who are, therefore, best entitled to
judge. In the evidence taken before the Committee on Public-
houses, 1st Report, p. 270, we find Mr H. Dansox, beer merchant,
Liverpool, on behalf of 500 publicans, saying—°¢If the trade were
= thrown openwe do not know what amount of Folica we should require;
¢ in fact, the borough fund would scarcely pay them.” Before the same
Committee, Mr Tromas WricHT, of Manchester, who for sixteen
years has devoted himself to visiting gaols, endeavoring to reform
criminals, and find them the means of living on their discharge from
prison, speaks strongly of the intimate connection between intoxi-
cating drinks and crime. ‘‘He has found that the majority are'
criminals from their youth (2126); that there iz a large class who
give themselves wholly to drinking, who send their children out begging,
and from begging to pilfering for them. Ail the children in gaols
speak of the neglect of their parents (2132); he has never found any
cause for that neglect but drunkenness (2141); 18 out of 20 of our
criminals are from that class (2124). Amongst the convicts at
Portland, he could not find two out of 20 who could say they had
had a good mother; the mother was generally a woman who had
neglected them in childhood and youth from drunkenness, Of 27
men convicted of murder with whom he had conversed, there was
but one who said that his mother was a good woman (2127, 2128).'
There is a race of women in the world who do not care where ther
money comes from so that they can get it for drink (2142). Some of
them encourage their children to be prostitutes; he has seen them
in the gaols as early as ten years of age, and conversed with them
(2146-7); they all tell of the drunkenness of their parents, especially”
their mothers (2151). One lad spoke of his mother sending him ouf
begging, and from begging to pilfering; she did not care where she
got the money, if she got it for dwink; that child was seven Lmes i,
gaol, and he was only 12 years f age” (2140).

The following is from Mr C. P. Viiuiers's admirable Report:—

¢ Mr Gladstone, referring also to the connection between intoxicating

L9
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drinks and crime, states that ‘the subject has so frequently come
before the magistrates at Liverpool, that they know, that in beer-
houses, as well as licensed public-houses, many thefts and robberies
and other erimes are arranged and pre-concerted (1069). In his own
experience he has known several prisoners in gaol who, after they
have been sentenced and convicted, have told him where all their
plans were arranged, and those beerhouses were generally the places.

¢ The connection of intoxicating drinks with crime has, directly
or indirectly, been the subject of enquiry at different times,
and has been reported upon by numerous Committees of Your
Honorable House, who bear unvarying testimony both to the general
intemperance of eriminals and the increase and diminution of erime in
direct ratio with the increased or diminished consumption of intowi-
cating drinks. The evidence already referred to (and which, coming
from persons of such ample experience, 1s entitled to especial weight)
goes farther, and tends to establish that whatever individual pro-
pensity there may be to crime, is, with few exceptions, brought into
activity by habits of intemperance ; that children are driven forth to
crime, to feed an appetite for drink that bears no control, and knows
no natural affection, and that even criminals cease from crime if they
cease to be drunken.” (§ 61.)

§128. We give three additional testimonies from the Lords’
Report on Beerhouses. (See § 59.)

ﬁev. H. 8. Josern, Chaplain of Chester Gaol, says :—‘ Gaols
must continue to be filled with prisoners, unless something be done to
put down jerry-shops.”

Rey. J. Rowiey, Chaplain of Lancaster Gaol :—*Is of opinion,
formed deliberately and from long experience, that beerhouses are
the promoters of crime.”

Rev. W. Fox, Chaplain of Leicester Gaol :—¢“Ts enabled to say,
from seven years’ experience, that the operation of public-houses
and beerhouses, in the producion of crime, is beyond any other
instrumentality. ;

In the last report of the Chaplain to the Hants Magistrates we
read :—** Drunkenness—¢ England’s vice’—lies at the root of ninety
outof every 100 casessent to prison. Most of the common assaults, and
all the aggravated cases of mansluughter, arise out of drunkenness,”

_ The 31st Report of the Chaplain of the Preston House of Correc-
tion, Mr Cray, under date of October, 1855, has the following :—

‘It is sometimes contended that Ignorance and Drunkenness are
“ less prevalent now than formerly ; that both are retreating before
¢ the steady advance of education. The retreat is so slow, that it can
¢ searcely be mensured, except after a long interval of time.

‘I would note the fact, that during two years, I have heard 1126
¢ male prisoners attribute their offences—frauds, larcenies, robberie
:h{rglan?s, rapes, stabbings, homicides—10 DRINK | And if every
. prisoner’s habits and history were fully enquired into, it would be
; Ealﬁil-in?j;?}n% Hdggﬁg,w.ﬁaﬁ NINETENTHS of the English crime

1 e law, arises ish &i
¢ which the same law scarcely J&mmméea, from the, Eoglshain
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‘I have never yet conversed with a single prisoner who attributed
Fptisnars. ook A e e oo S AL S
at the enticem
¥ E‘aii E:ﬂn E{lﬂi; _ ents of the ale and beerhouses
ve looked over the depositions relating to those charges of
¢ darker character which were tried at the assizes for the county in the
¢ year ending March, 1854. The following is a brief summary :—

Causes,
Acts of Hbits E,I
OFFENCES. Drinkg. | Drinkg, | REMARES.
direct |indireet
cause, | canse,
Murﬂ-gr amEEmEEEs s Ee ?t 2 "III.{‘.'IL'Iﬂ.iJ]g "!'. &lﬁ nﬂ.d_ baﬂr—hﬂuﬂa
CAGEY
Attempts to murder .... 4 2  P*Inecloding 1 beer-hotise case.
Bhooting, stabbing, ete...| 41* 3 |*Incloding 14 ale and Leerhouse |
. cAases,
%Ianalaughtar o }5* 9  |*Including 8 ditto ditto
apa-i-i----dlll-lt----'| *
Asmaplbes .. e 10% *Tneluding 9 ditto ditto
LAY i s sannianrnansans 13 33* |*Including 13 burglaries, ete., in ale
and beerhouwses,
Buhlhﬂ-q Fagemamss nanEE - 3’2“ 1 'I"."I.Q]'ﬂdI.'ﬂﬁ 1‘2 Elﬂ I]II[I IJEEr-hmE
cases, and 3 in which prosecutor
S | was drank.
Robhbery, with violenea..| 30* 6 [*Including 24 in which prosecutor
was dronk,
BT G AR SR 2 2
Other offenees ...veeeees & 19
] 173 77

¢ Are these figures to be passed over as dry and repulsive statis-
tics? Surely not. When murders, manslaughters, stabbings,
¢ shootings, rapes, burglaries, ¢ and such like,’ to the number of 250
‘in one year and county, are traceable, directly, to acts of drunken-
¢ ness, or more indirectly, but no less certainly, to habits of drunken-
¢ ness, Christian feeling must indeed be dormant if it is not moved
¢ to deep sorrow for the crimes, and roused into determination to
¢ abate the cause of them. But I fear that no such determination
€ will, for a long time to come, be of any avail. Warning and
¢ remonstrance will be heard from the bench and from the pulpit,
¢ from the workhouse and from the madhouse, and from the con-
¢ demned cell, in vain. For a powerful interest insists upon its
¢ right to profit by—to live upon—the degradation and misery of the
¢ people ; and against that interest, the interests of morality and of
¢ the Christian religion, of mental and material progress, of social
‘and domestic peace, will plead in vain.” (See § 162.)%

PR A S

* At the last Michaelmas Sessions of the Manchester City Gaol, the Report of the
Chaplain, the Rev. J. P. O'LEAry, observes:—* There are abstract questions of disci-
pline to which I might call attention, but for the present I direct myself to and

tical subjects. I feel that in so doing I shall be only adding one to_
gtreams of testimony that have forced, and are yet to foree dﬂamattenmﬂn to thosa
ints which, however common, ere still cardinal. It is evident that year by year there
ED an increase of prisoners, nor is the unpleasant fact to be softened by saying, thatitis
erhaps only proportionate to the annual increase of population. Thare can be little,
Emht that s ,in its restless hann'nga , every year deposits a larger sediment than
it ought ; the tables exhibiting canses of crime, and the state of education among the

i 10
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us now turn to the evidence of prisoners themselves
(8 %ﬁlfg'ﬁtl;am Report of the Inspectors of Prisons for Scotland,
owing — e
ha%ﬁml% 1) %ﬂ is in for theft ; his sentence is 60 days’ imprison-
' ment; he was & fa.rntg’ser?ant : he attended the Dean Street Sabbath
: I SIX years, a
EGEO]?_IE}Whathn you assign as the cause of your falling into error ?
—Drink.
A?ﬁ' E_EWha.t do you think would be the effect, if the number of
puh]ic-lu;l{;l:las weru_etﬁedléc%d ? Ans,—If I had to go a mile for it, I
n go without 1it.
ﬂh?:]:!fiw*haﬁ_ is your opinion of the custom of having the grocer’s
ghop with public-house united? Ans.—Bad : frequently, when a
woman goes into one of these groceries, she gets a dram, which i8
d provisions,’
m%ﬁ? cpa.ll in No. 142, “He is in for being disorderly ; his sen-
tence is 60 days ; he has been three years at school, and one year at
the Greyfriars’ Sabbath School ; he was a laborer.” )

¢ 1,—What do you assign as the cause of your first falling into
error ! Ans.—Drink, J

¢¢ 9 —What do you think would be the effect, if the number of
public-houses were reduced? Ans.—If there were none, there
would be less drunkenness and crime. ]

¢ 3,—What is your opinion of having the grocers’ shop with
public-house united? Ans.—Very bad; there is temptation m
them.”

The crime of No. 146 is ‘assault ; his sentence is 21 days’ impri-
gonment ; he has been two years at a day and Sabbath school in the
Castle Wynd ; he is by trade a hawker.”

¢ What do you assign as the cause of your first falling into error?
Ans.—Drink.”

The Twelfth Prison Report for England is full of similar answers—
the all but invariable confession is ® Drink, drink.’

§ 130. Mr FrepeEric Hix, late Inspector of Prisons, says :—

¢ I am within the truth when I state, as the result of extensive
¢ and minute enquiry, that in four cases out of five, when an offence
¢ has been committed, intoxicating drink has been one of the causes,
¢ Nothing serves more to explain the good conduct of prisoners
¢ (and, under tolerable management, prisoners are, in fact, gene-

p ey

lower classes, show that there are elements of work in the mass which must of neces-
sity precipitate agreat body of crimeand guilt. It is the old tale, but nevertheless it
must be told again—that drunkenness is the prolific parent of crime. Last year, out of
2,i14 individuals commiited, there were l,lgﬂ. or more than half, set down as *idle and
drunken. It must be the desire of every man {o abate this erying evil ; and if prison
reporta cannot move the legislature and the magistracy to go further than they have
done in imposing restrictions, refosing licences, or sﬁ;}rtanjng the hours of sala to
the spirit vault and the beerhonse, it may be that their unanimons voices, uttered as
they are from every prison, may yet fall upon the masses with an awakening sound,
bestir them to s sense of danger, and induce men themselves to avoid that vice which:

ost invariably lands its vietim not only in poverty, but in a felon's cell or & penal!
gettlement. With truth may itindeed beo said to be the beginning and the ending of
crime. In the beerhouse the sottish thief concoets his plot: and to the beerhouse he
returns to celebrate ils achievement and to be arrested,’

P
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¢ rally well-behaved, and often even affectionate) than their ¢

¢ withdrawal from the excitement and .-:mnpr.zuiﬂn of mtuipéffﬁfa
“liquors. flemoved from these, they become different wmen, and are
¢no more deserving the epithets which are often appliaﬁ.jt-:- them,
:Ei:il_u.;: a peraun}:rhu has ceased to be in a passion merits the name

Mo Sarrrh, the Governor of the Edinburgh Prison, thus writes:— |

L Upwards of 60 per cent of the whole Embﬂ of offenders com-
mitted to prison this year, included in the return, had their residence
in the High Street, Canongate, Lawnmarket, Castlehill, Netherbow,
Cowgate, Grassmarket, Westport, and Candlemaker Row, with the
closes and wynds adjoining these places respectively; and of the
offences committed in the eity and suburbs upwards of 73 per cent
were committed by persons residing in these localities; and it is a
striking and significant fact, although not appearing from the return
and tables, that although the localities referred to are by far the
poorest parts of the city, and comprehend but a small part of it
geographically, yet in these localities, where upwards of 73 per cent
of the crimes are committed, more than 50 per cent of the spirit
licences are held. And it may be safely assumed, thatnotless than 60

er cent of the drinking-houses, properly so-called, are in these very
ocalities. THIS CERTAINLY SHOWS THE CLOSE RELATIONSHIP WHICH
OBTAINS BETWEEN DRINKING-HOUSES, POVERTY, AND CRIME.”

The Deputy-Governor of Wincuesrer Gaor states that ““he has
been upwards of seven years in his present situation, during which
period more than 2,000 prisoners had been committed to his care ;
and he feels no hesitation in saying that 17 out of every 20 had been
brought there, directly or indivectly, through drink, On one single
day lately, 11 persons were committed to the g;a-:ﬂ, whose offences,
without exception, were the result of drinking.”+

§ 131, Lastly, we present the testimony of our three classes of
Justices—the MAGISTRATES, RECORDERS, and JUDGES OF ASSIZE,

The Grand Jury for Lancashire, composed of 21 Magistrates, at
the Liverpool Summer Assizes for 1840, through Mr W, ENTWISLE,
M. P., their foreman, said :—

¢The Grand Jury having concluded their examination of the cases
submitted to them, feel it their im]])]e;ativﬂ duty to place on record
their opinion, as to the prevalent habit of drunkenness, so forcibly
alluded to in the charge delivered to them by Mr Justice WIGHTMAN,

* On Saturday, the 4th of Angust, 1855, one Joseph Meadows, a young man of 25
YOATE, Was hn.nge& in Worcestershire, for the diabolical murder of a respectable iu'l,
only 17 years old, whose parents had refused to allow him to keep company with her.
He shot her through the Eund, poor soul, and luulu'ug at her corpse, exclaimed, in the
presence of two wtinesses, * I've had my mvenﬁu, and I've heard say revenge is awaet,
*“and now I'm satisfied. I was determined that if I did not have her, no one else
*ghould” Buta few hours before his death, he wrote a humble and penitential letler
to the bereaved parents of his young victim, of which the following is the concluding
gantence :—° [ hope and trust it will be a warning to those who are given to lead &
¢ wicked and rebellious life, like I did, until that time. Had I not led that life, it
¢ never would have happened; not that I upbraid auy of you for it; it is merely o
‘ ghow you all what drink brings on.'

+ The Weekiy Record, Aug. 2, 1856, p. 161

-y
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nees comprised in
o b ing ﬂl? G&aﬁoﬁ El:111 e?ﬁﬂ?ﬁiﬁ&f tgaeﬁeﬁﬁ as with Eaga.rd to
tt]]:fi.eﬁd an]élmﬂﬂt eﬁcﬂ mea,nat_thaﬁ ca% J].).??B z::dﬂpi.'ed towards the
inotion of that degrading practice. 30, . Bl
Eﬂ'i’mﬁ‘ :wsiiu'-"y Chronicle, in 1847, contained the f’n]ﬁmag inte-
resting account of the u]:itjeljl-?f;rt ;j’ the Magistrates at the narter
1018 of their e ened opinions :— _

Sef:mfﬁf "?’a;frmﬂ J D‘ETI{‘:EE beg particularly to call i:]ﬁm :ttglt;nn a{;g
ghe Court to the Report of the Chaplain, and E%PEE y tothat'p
relative to the previous intemperate habits of the Ig!qa?nm?i -
reference to the eauses of their confinement, tPe chaplain found e
it was drunkenness ; for out of the 601, only 23, and tl:L*.:eEy consminﬂ
chiefly of childven under 15, were of sober habits. Kvery pa
were taken with the prisoners, but nptmthsmndmg, tperaits Wwere more
than one-third, or 225 out of 601 prisoners, re-.::.ammlttat . i

¢ Sir Barpwix LuigHTON said, if the Chaplain had lﬂiﬂi aken suc
great pains in classifying the prisoners, one could y‘ sp%péiui
there was such a vast number committed for Qrmlkzx}ntzas, in o
he might say, that drunkenness was the cause, immedia D or ;au:ﬁ e,
of the committal of every prisoner who was sent to gao o ﬂe:r 1;2
it was impossible for that Court to do a great deal to check the T?th
of drunkenness ; that must, he believed, rest in a great meaau:t';f wi
the farmers of this county ; he believed that they could do mue mﬂ'&
by withdrawing facilities than either the magistrates or the clergy. ha.?;
believed that, from a very false notion, the farmers imagined dt ;
the greater was the consumption of barley, the greater would be
their profit. He had no doubt had Father MATHEW come amongs;
them, they would bave had, by this time, @ much greater sum save
by temperance than they could realize by the sale of barley.

3 Court assembled on Tuesday, at ten n’%lrl?c]lﬁ for 1%13 pur;
ose of hearing appeals and trying prisoners. e Hon. Teoma
PKEH‘E‘{:-H, cha,ilmanljpin delivering his charge to the Grand Jury,
regretted to find that most of the crimes now committed were
attributable to drunkenness; and to that cause sulffy was to be

attributed one-half of the expenditure for prosecutions.” (§ 112.)

Mr RoeerTsoN GLADSTONE, brother to the late Chancellor of the
Exchequer, and a borough magistrate of Liverpool, said before Mr
C. Viers's committee (1194):—* I believe some people entertain
¢ the idea that you have no right to select the Licensed Victuallers’
¢ business for the imposition of a tax, because it is a trade, and trade
¢ ghould be free. Now, I do not think the Licensed Victuallers can
¢ fairly be placed in that category. We are now obliged to maintain
“ a police force of something like 900 strong, and we are at this
“ moment paying from the Borough funds, the property of the Cor-
¢ poration, sn%ing like £100,000, for the erectionof a new gaol ;*

* We learn from the Manchester Examiner of Septomber 6th, 1855, that that city is
in the same predicament as Liverpool. “ The Manchester Uity Gaol was begun in
1846.7 for the accommodation of between 430 and 440 prisoners on the geparate systom.
It was not long opened before it was found that Manchester had expended over £90,000
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¢ and I contend that we should not have to incur so laree expense
¢ on account of the police force, nor should we at thiﬁoﬁenﬁ have
¢ been put to the necessity of erecting a new gaol, if it were not for
¢ the existence of the licensed public-houses and the beerhouses. I
¢ believe they are the source of Arn the mischief, and, I believe [if
¢ his proposal to reduce them one-half by a high licence duty were

¢ acted on], instead of a police force 900 strong, something like one
: haif the number would be ample for every pggﬁihla emergency that
: could occur (1171):—Extraordinary exertions are now made to

induce people to become drunkards (1026).—The Licensed Vic-

¢ tuallers frequently attend to oppose the grant of fresh licences !
¢ They like to keep the means of making people drunk in their own hands?

W. Cozrig, ¥sq., the Clerkenwell Magistrate, summoned on the
Berkeley-committee on Sale of Beer Act, July 1855, says :—

(221) ¢ Nineteen-twentieths of the erime which prevails arises from
¢ drunkenness in some shape or other; if you could make people sober
¢ we should have very little to do. No doubt drunkenness iz in-
“ creased by public-houses being open.’

§ 132. The Recorpers and SHERIFFS completely accord with the
Justices of the Peace and Magistrates,

Mr JorxN PovspER, for three years Under-Sheriff of Middlesex,
and Clerk for thirty years of Bridewell and Bethlehem hospitals,
gives very explicit testimony before the Parliamentary Committee
of 1854 :—

¢ Having turned your attention to crimes arising from excessive
drinking, are you prepared to state what proportion of such crimes
bear to the whole mass of erime —My general impression would be,
that, both remotely and proximately, there is no such temptation to
erime as is afforded by the drinking of spirituous liquors particu-
larly ; and by the drinking of beer to an improper extent.

““Then of all the causes, you think drunkenness is the greatest
eause ?—I1 am obliged to say 1 think it is so.

on aprison too small for the purpose. The dangerous classes increased in numbers, and
#his wmecrease was often visible alongside @ stnée of comparative commercial prosperity ;
as if 1o upbraid our coufidence in the theory that erime must absolutely depend upon
the pressure of physical wants,” DBuot Menchester seems less fortunate in its Magis-
trates than Liverpool—its Mayor, Aldermen, and Conneillors want Mr GLADSTONE'S
aleav-gightedness, They are fastonished, and ® wonder' amezingly. In the City
Gonnoeil, Mr CorTrELL said—" At such a ratio of increase, what would be the number
they would bave to provide for in four vears hence? Eduocation was mow, and
been, on the increase, although all the different modes of edocation had rot been
adopted ; yet, in spite of Sunday schools, public libraries, and other educational machi-
nery, crine, while business was at a fuir everage amount, was on the ineregse. The
could not complain of trade, for it was on the incresse; yef, notwithstanding this, an
all the means of eduecalion, crime was also on the ingreass. Thers must reu.l]'j" bae
gsomething wrong in the system of punishment adopted.” (1) Mr NriLn said—" Witk
regard to the increase in criminals, no one could explain how that arose. Manchester
@aol had inereased in the number of it prisoners on a par with the New Bailey. In
Liverpool there hind been a slight diminution, but now there was an increase. In
Kirkdale there was a slight increase. In Wakefield the increase was more than in
Manchester, and in Knoutsford also there was an increase. Mr WiLLis, Chief Con-
stable, says :—" The returns of crime for 1834, exhibit, as num{-nre:l with the returns
of the previons year, an increase of HU3 prisoners. 1t is difficnlt to offer any satisfac-
tory explanation for the increase.—These worthies authorize drink-houses, and then
¢ wonder ' at their effects.




RECORDERS AND SHERIFFS. 229

6 our experience, are you of opinion that excessive drink-

ing Emﬂr:.; Fpmximﬂ.f::l ca.n]:ﬂ nde!fD -r;ﬂctjarif;; of erimes Pﬁrpﬁtrﬂ-tﬂd n
lis #—I apprehend 1 e 80. i .

thes;‘._]:‘l Tﬁ;mm AIE.:;I;GN, F.R.S., Sheriff of Lanarkshire (1849),

observes —*I am decidedly of opinion that drunkenness 18 the

cause of two-thirds of the crime, and one-half of the distress, existing

among the working-classes at this moment.”

Dr SaMUEr, WARREN, F.R.S., Recorder of Hull, at the Easter
Sessions for 1854, said :—°A dram shop has always appeared to me,,
¢ever since I began to take an interest in criminal matters, as
< simply the half-way houss to Noifolk Island or the Hulks.’ The
same gentleman, at the sessions for 1855 (October 19th), addressed
. the following observations to the Grand Jury :— :

. “During the last two months, in a distant and happy solitude, I
have had opportunities for reflection, and this subject has been
seldom absent from my thoughts; but I have nothing new to offer.
AL T can say is, that I see more clearly than ever—terribly clearly—
the connection between cause and effect, in crime; I can see 1t 1n
‘the very act of hideous growth from the twin stems of Intem-
perance and Ignorance...While we ought to be laying the axe
to the root of the infernal tree, we content ourselves with
snipping off leisurely a few of the uppermost leaves and twigs., Is
not this merely child’s work ? idiot’s work:? DMay we not be guilty
.of impious trifling with an awful task set us by God? Do we forget
who has told us, that men ‘do not gather figs from thistles, nor
grapes from thorns ?...0f what avail are the mere accents of honied
eloquence,—of sympathy and sorrow,—in dealing with such dread-
ful realities as these? They are mere—

‘Parmacity for an inward bruise.’

Well, then, first of all, let us attack at once, and straining every
nerve with a holy energy, the eause—which is to be found, as alas!
we too well know,—in Intemperance and Ignorance. No one doubts
it : assent to the proposition is given with complacent readiness;
but, alas !
“The flighty purpose never is o'ertook,
¢ Unless the deed go with it.’ :
Would that a holy crusade could be set on foot—a national move-
ment—against these two inveterate and deadly foes of mankind %
I was never heard to speak a syllable with levity or disrespect of
the temperance movement, as it is called: for, to me, the sight of
a man, especially in humble life, who voluntarily abstains from a
pleasure and an excitement which he has found to lead him far
astray from virtue, peace, and happiness, is very noble and affecting,
as an act of self-denial, which must be acceptable to Almighty God.”
Marraew Davesrorr Hinn, Esq., the Recorder of Birmingh
in his address to the Grand Jury of that town, January 5, 1855,
spoke as follows :—
¢ Those among you who hear in mind the charges which have been
¢ delivered from this bench, on the causes of crime, will naturally
“ask how it is that the enormous consumption of intoxicating
¢ liquors which prevails through the land—a source of crime not only
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© more fertile than any other, but than ail others added toget
€ should have been hitherto passed by, or only have been gir}mﬁ;r;:
¢ under notice as incidental to some other topic. The subject
¢ occupied my thoughts for years; strange indeed must have been
¢ the state of my mind if it had not forced itself on my attention,
¢ since the evils arising from the use of intoxicating drinks meet us
- at every turn. And for myself I cannot pass an hour in court without
€ being reminded, by the transactions which are put in evidence before
€ me, of the infinite ramifications of this Satal pest...Orime, gentlemen
€ is the extreme link in the chain aof viee forged by in.ﬁsm}mmnm,—-t,h::
“last step in the dark descent, and thousands who stop short of crimi-
¢ nality, yet suffer all the other miseries (and manifold they are) with
© which the demon Alcohol afflicts his victims 7

§ 133. Ttis a sorrowful fact, that 29,359 criminals were committed
to prison, in England, last year (1854), exclusive of 70,000 com-
mitted in the petty courts, of which we have no accurate statistics,
Can we adequately conceive of this evil? Ordinary readers glide,
almost unaffected, over mere abstract or numerical statements of
the most horrible calamities. ** #Four-fifths of this erime of England
flows from the Traffic” are words  very glibly said—but is the
meaning realized ? By the Judge—jyes; by the common reader—
no. Let us now, by the aid of a Document given at p. 630 of the
1st Report on Public Houses, endeavor to translate the numerical
statement into the concrete reality. The following contains all the
convictions under the category of crime named ; there were, besides,
two cases of acquittals as accidents :—

Coaarrrass for Trial to the Lancaster Assizes, involving C
of Violence against the Person, for the Year ending 15th May, 1853 :

No. [INITIALS. 0N WHAT CHAEGE. CIRCUMSTANCES IN WHICH THE
OFFENCE ORIGINATED.

1 | R.N. [Stabbing his wife .... D{linti:ing ina heherﬁngse. S
2| M.W. - All the parties had been n
3| A. N. } WA aaier ye s { together. &
4 | B, 8. |Cutting and wounding| A beerhouse quarrel,
5| J. R. |Manslaughter ......| Ditto. :
G| C. K Dittd .....ee....| A German, attacked by a drunken
beerhouse keeper, who fell in the
struggle.
7 H. Dittd +vveveeeu...|Anup-and-down fight begun ina
public-house,
8 . [Stabbing....esus oA Sybﬁc-hom quarrel,
9 Malicious wounding.. itto.
10 Manslanghter ...... Ditto.

ﬁuttiug and wounding| Ditto. ;

anslaughter ......| Abrutalfizhtbeguninapublic-house.
Dittd .v.vvesessa.| A beerhouse fight,

Wilful murder ......|A case of a very dark character,

begun in a public-house.

Wilful murder |Con-|The prisoner, after drinking the

fessed his guilt.] whole day ata public-house, Te-

turned home, and deliberately

shot his wife as she was working

in their garden.
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§ 134, The Jupaes oF Assizr, at home and abroad, have for centu-
Ties given but one persistent, honest testimony on this point ( 48).

In the year 1623, the Lorp-Kerrer CovENTRY, in his address to
the Circuit Judges, declared that ¢ the licensed alehouses are the
public stages of Drunkenness and Disorder.” f

Qir MarTHEW HALE, the ever to be venerated Chief Justice of
England, in 1670, bore the following testimony :— % il

*The places of Judicature which I have long held in this kingdem
¢ have given me an opportunity to observe the original cause of most
¢ of the enormities that have been committed for the space of nearly
‘twenty years; and, by due observation, I have found that if the
¢ murders and manslaughters, the burglaries and robberies, the riots
¢and tumults, the adulteries, fornications, rapes, and other enor-
¢mities that have happened in that time, were divided into jive
¢ parts, four of them have been the issues and product of excessive
¢ drinking, of tavern or alehouse drinking.’

No one, we presume, ever inverts the conmection asserted—mno
one dreams that men are first criminals, and then drinkers: everybody
knows to a certainty that the criminal is first “ primed’ and then
¢hardened ’ by drink—that the quarrels take place over the cups,
and not befure them*—and that the abstemious criminal is a rare
EJ];enomannn. ““To the best of my belief,” said Dr Warren, in

is charge to the Grand Jury at Hull, already cited, ‘“*no Tem-
perance man ever stood at that bar to receive judgment from this
geat—in my time, at least; while seven out of every fen criminals
who have dope so have been brought there by intoxicating liquor.
I have talked with many of them afterwards in prison, and they%ave
owned it with tears of agony.”

‘We have already had occasion to note (§ 24) that smuggling and
illicit distillation, by offering popular facilities for drinking, inva-
riably increase crime: as, contrariwise, the effectual suppression of
these facilities, by means of moderate duties, and an active revenue
service, is followed by a striking diminution of it, Ireland affords
a sorrowful example. The baneful practice of private distillation,
when introduced into the county Cavan, rapidly corrupted the
simple manners and amiable characteristics of its moral population.
The easy access to whisky was followed by a fearful profligacy of
babits, both in males and females. Vices and crimes, before
unknown, were of daily occurrence—chastity was flouted—the mar-
m]%f I.}IEdge ﬂ;}'}ated—and e';rlen iﬂfanticidehheeame frequent.

I J USTICE KLETCHER, in his charge to the Grand Jury in
1822, thus refers to theﬂ%acfs S s ESgER,
X “When first I visited the town of Lifford, it did not afford as
much criminal business as would give employment to a Judge for
“a single day;—what is now the situation? There is not a crime
¢ in the catalogue of the criminal law of which the calcndar of that
¢ country does not afford an example, Such is the effect of illicit

-

-

* “Il a le vin mauvais."—French proverh, *He quarrels in his cups.’

4
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¢ distillation.”* That is, of the use of the whisky, whose sale is
promoted by the facilities of distillation—illicit or legalized.

Lord GIrLies, in 1832, directed the attention of the Sheriff and
Mﬂglﬂ-tl'ﬂ-tE_E of Glasgnw to the fac.t, that there were not less than
1300 Public-houses in the Royalty. ¢ He could not but be sensible
of the fact that the facilities thus afforded to the indulgence of
¢ intemperate habits were the principal cause of the crime that pre-
‘vailed; he therefore dirceted their serious attention to the lessening of
¢ Public-houses.”

_ The late Junee GURNEY declared that ‘ almost every crime has
its origin, more or less, in drunkenness.” Perhaps the correcter
phrase would have been, ‘the excitement of drinking.’

Junce ErskiNe declared at the Salisbury assizes, in 1844, when
sentencing a gentleman to six months’ hard labor, for a erime com-
mitted through strong drink, that ¢ ninety-nine cases out of every
hundred were from the same cause.”

Junee CoLERIDGE, at the Oxford assizes, declared ¢that he scarce
¢ever knew a case brought before him which was not directly or
¢ indirectly connected with intoxicating liquors.” In his address to
the Grand Jury at the Hereford assizes, he declared—** I'n every one
of these cases I believe the crime will be distinetly traced to the
habit of intoxication.” At the Yorkshire Spring assizes, in 1848,
he said ;—* Ligquor has either been the temptation before hand to
¢ robbery, to get something to purchase it; or it is the provocation
- “under the influence of liquor that causes them to quarrel, and
¢ perhaps commit murder: or it is the liqguors upon which the fruits
¢ that have been obtained by robbery is generally spent; and it seems
¢ to me that but for the cases where offences have been brought on
“by the excessive use of intoxicating liquors, the Courts of Justice
“might be nearly shut up.’

My Jusrice ParresoN, addressing the Grand Jury at Norwich,
said, *“If it were not for this drinking, you and I would have nothing
to do.”

BaroN ALDERsON, in his charge to the Grand Jury, at the York
asgizes, 1844, observed, ‘that a great proportion of the crime to be
¢ brought forward, arose from the vice of drunkenness alone. If
¢they took away from the calendar all those cases in which
¢ drunkenness had some connection, either with the person accused,
¢ or the accusing party, it would leave that large calendar a very
¢small one.” And again, when passing sentence on a man who had
killed another in a drunken fray, he remarked, ‘ If all men could be
¢ persuaded from the use of infoxicating liquors, THE OFFICE OF JUDGE
¢ WOULD BE A SINECURE.’

¢ JupcE WieHTMAN, in his address to the Grand Jury, at the
Crown Court, Liverpool, in August 1846, said, ¢ that of mnety-two
¢ prisoners whose names were on the calendar, six were ch
¢with wilful murder, twelve with manslaughter, thirteen with
¢ malicious injury to the person, sixteen with burglary, and eight

* Charge of Judge Fletcher to the Grand Jury of county Cavan, Dublin, 1822, p. 6.
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¢ with highway robbery, accompanied with violence to the person.
‘{ He fgu]g].dj ﬁ%m a perusal of the depositions, one unfailing cause of
¢ four-fifths of these crimes was, as it was in every other calendar,
¢ the besetting sin of drunkenness. J[In almost all the cases of per-
¢ sonal violence and injury, the scene was a public-house or a beershop.
Again, at the Summer assizes of 1850, he thus describes the calen-
dar — There are upwards of 115 persons for trial.  There are
¢ amongst them 3 charges of wilful murder, 14 of manslaughter, and
¢ 12 cases of malicious wounding; 4 of discharging fire-arms with
¢ intent to #jure, and 8 of rape. J[In nine-tenths of the cases the
¢ primary date was from some public-house.’ _

The same enlightened judge, in his charge at the Oxford Spring
Asgizes for 1852, observed ©that three-fourths of the cases had their
¢ origin in Public-houses and Beershops, and in that recklessness
¢ and want of self-respect which was produced among the laboring

¢ population by frequenting such places.’ : g -

Mr Justice Wrnnians, in his charge to the jury at York, in 1846,
observed ©that the experience of these assizes had proved that all
¢ the crime which had filled the castle was to be traced, either in
¢ pne way or other, to the habit of drunkenness, which appeared to
¢be very prevalent, and tended so much to the disgrace of that'
¢ large county.’

At the Perth assizes, in 1850, Lord Ivory said:—¢Out of 52
¢ cases, more than one-third were attended with violence, and some
‘ of these were of a very aggravated character. He regretted also to
¢ say that almost the whole of them had arisen from, or been connected
*with drink.’

In the testimony that follows we have words of eloquence and:
power that could only acquire additional emphasis by the solemn
circumstances of the oceasion, when the Judge's words were uttered
ere passing from the earthly tribunal to the Grand Assize !

On Monday, March 13, 1854, Mr Justice Tarrourp, while on
the bench, and addressing the Grand Jury, at Stafford Court-house,
suddenly expired. The cause of death was apoplexy, brought on,
as 1t appeared, by the ewcited feelings under which his lordship was
addressing the Grrand Jury, in vefevence to the atrocious crimes by which
the calendar of that county was stained, even more than on ordinary
occasions ; owing, as it appeared to his lordship, to the increased
prosperity of the district, which furnished the working classes withs
more ample means for squandering upon indulgence in intoxicating
drinks. The calendar contained a list of 100 prisoners, many of
them charged with the most atrocious crimes against life, person,
and property. There were 17 cases of manslaughter, and 30 cases
where persons were charged with the crime of highway robbery.

¢ No doubt the ewciting cause in the far larger number of these
¢ cases—the exciting cause that every judge has to deplore in every
¢ county of this land—is that which was justly called in the admi-
“rable discourse to which I listened yesterday from the Sheriff’s
£ chaplain, ‘the greatest Emglish Vice,’ which makes us a bye word and

* ¢ a reproach amongst nations, who in other respects are inferior to
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. i 3]
us, and have not the same noble principles of Christianity to gui
“and divect them—I mean the ?P{ce niF" drunkenness, ?E?udh:
¢ that this, In most of these cases, is the immediate cause, and it is
¢ a cause in two ways of the crimes which will come before you, and
¢ especially of the crime of highway robbery ; for whereason the one
¢ hiand i stirs up evil, awakens malice, and kindles the slumbering pas-
:swns of the human heart, and puts the reason into a state of twilight;
; 0, on. the other hand, it points out the vietim as the person to be
; robbed, by presenting temptations to those who see him exposing
; his money in public-house after public-house—or in a state of
; drunkenness he finds himself a sharer in a sin from which domestic
ties should keep him, and is overtaken by his partner in that Bin,
¢ who adds to it another crime, or he is marked out by some of her
¢ wicked associates, One great evil of this circumstance is, I think
¢ you will find, looking at the depositions one after the other, that
£ 1t is @ mere repetition of the same story over again—of some man who
¢ has gone from public-house to public-house spending his money and
¢ exhibiting his money, and is marked out by those who observe him
¢ ag the fitting object for plunder, when his senses are obscured, and
¢ who is made the subject of an attack under those circumstances
¢ which enable the parties to escape from the consequences; because
¢ although the story may be perfectly true which the prosecutor in
¢ this case tells—although it may be vividly felt [by him—yet he is
¢ obliged to confess—’

Here the learned judge suddenly ceased speaking, and in a few
minutes the melancholy fact became painfully manifest, that those
who had heard him, had been listening to HiS LAST WORDS.

Lord CasepeLn, Chief Justice of England, in addressing the
Grand Jury at Chester, in 1855, made these observations :—

“ Gentlemen, the calendar that lies before me shows & most
melancholy list of crimes that have been committed in this county
in a shorter gpace of time, I have lately visited all the counties
in South Wales as Her Majesty’s representative, to administer justice
in her name, and in all of them the offences were extremely few.
In two of those counties—in the county of Cardigan, and in the caund%
of Badnor—there was not one single prisoner to be tried ; so thab
had the satisfaction of receiving white gloves from the sheriff, as an
emblem of the purity of those counties.® It is a very different case
in this county ; there is a calendar lying before me that is quite
appalling. [t is only three or four months since the Assizes for the

pring were held in this county, and the gaol was delivered; and
now there is a list which is most tremendous and most heartrending.
Not only are the cases very numerous, but they are of a deep dye,
and there is hardly a crime to which the depravity of human nature
is inclined which is not to be found in the calendar. Here lies
before me the list of crimes in alphabetical order, beginning with

i ; and under most of these heads there is a considerable

number of cases—bigamy, burglary, concealment of birth, damaging

B

* A faot stated in ? 121 may throw some light on this, by way of contrast.
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: ; sy, housebrealking, manslaughter, murder, robbery, and
ﬁ;ﬁ;?iﬁffé W{:il]h are not tnghe named among Christians. Gen-
tlemen, thisis a very sad spectacle, 1 would impute no hl?.me to you;
I have no doubt that you have exerted yourselves as magistrates that
the law should be preserved, that property and life should be safe;
but it is sad to think that as material prosperity inereases, crimes, in
some parts of the country at least, seem to increase. Gentlemen, I do
hope that by THE SPREAD OF EDUCATION, and by THE RELIGIOUS
msTRUcTION communicated by the clergy to those under their
gpiritual care, the state of things may be improved.”*

Our own doctrine of the relation between Education, Intem-
perance, and Crime, has been already stated. Hducation and the
Traffic have opposite tendencies ; the Schoolmaster is engaged in
an unequal encounter ; hence we expect that those who are first
educated by our schools, will often in the second instance become
depraved by our Public-houses. Education alone will not do.
We must bring our Institutions and our Habits into Harmony with
the theory of duty taught. Our Judges, however, do not see through
this philosophy ; and even when they acknowledge the evil, are ex-
ceeding chary in meeting it, point blank, with a remedy suited and
sufficient to the case. In the Colonies, it is not so. It ecems as
though men at the antipodes—liberated from conventionalisms, and
breathing a freer atmosphere—could see more directly into the heart
of an evil, and speak accordingly. Let us now hearken to one of
the last of our English judges who has spoken on Drunkenness as a
cause of crime, and contrast his statements with those of our Colonial
Chief-Justices, who give forth a distincter sound.

At Durham Summer Assizes, 1854, BaAroN PraTr remarked ;==

““ There have been annual returns made of the crime and convie-
tions throughout the kingdom ; and a conclusion was drawn from
these refurns with reference to the causes of crime, I throw out of
the scale entirely the English vice of drunkenness, which is more pro-
ductive of erime and ruin than perhaps any vice in the kingdom. It
is very remarkable that it was found that those who are entire
ignorant, and those who were imperfectly instructed, constitu
together nine out of ten of those convicted. A conclusion has been
drawn from it, that those who were imperfectly educated, or, in
ghort, those to whom it was @ lalor to read or write, stood pre-
cisely in thesame situation as those who could do neither. But your
calendar this time certainly does not fortify that notion, because F
Jind that out of the forty-eight, one-half only belong to either of those
two classes ; and that crime, therefore, has gone forward among those
who are educated in a better manner, or, perhaps more fairly it might
be stated, that education has net put down crime to the extent it
had been supposed to do.” :

A

o Without at nll desiring ths Schoolmasters or the Olergy to velix their we]l-mﬁnﬁt
gl , we must be permitted to inform Lord mﬁhm.l.g;.{mt he hids unaccounts
overlooked the fact, that Cheshire has already far more than the everage of Educa,
and also more than the average of Puh]ju.huusa facilities, Crimeis the consequence,
notwithstanding Education. Temptation and Appetite are stronger than Instruction,
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At the Liverpool Assizes, August 23rd, 24th, 1854, BARoN Prarr
had to try a murder case, many cases of cutting and wounding, and
a case of robbery, all connected with the dramshop and publie-
imua% He ﬂhservid 1;1 the first case,—the murder of a brother-in-

aw, Dy a person who bore @ most excellent character, and who v
EETF]F drank,—¢ More mischief is done by drunkenness than by :g
_vice in the country,—murders, manslaughters, cuttings and

woundings—all sorts of brutalities.’

At the Newcastle Summer Assizes of 1855, he observed :—

“It is the practice of gangs of thieves to infest the publie-
houses and beershops of this town on a Saturday night, and to
take the opportunity of throwing themselves into the society of
industrious men, who come there intending to drink a gluss of beer,
but ending, very likely, in intowication. The thieves watch them to
the public-houses. They go thither, perhaps, without them, but
they fall into their company ; and the unfortunate man, if he
happen to take a glass too much that night, is sure to be dragged to
one of the arches, not far distant from the spot where I am, and
there he is knocked down, throttled, his life put in peril, and his
purse endangered. It does seem that you will find by the calendar,
that drunkennessis at the bottom of one-half of this mischief. Thieves
would ge home without their plunder if men would keep sober ; but
we find either that the thieves themselves make themselves des-
perate by inspiriting themselves with drink, or else the unfortunate
man who has the plunder to be taken from him, makes himself a
victim by his conduet on the Saturday might. It is grievous con-
duct; but DRUNKENNESS HERE, AS IT IS ALMOST ALL OVER THE
KINGDOM, IS THE VICE OF THE PEOPLE. I am afraid that this
crime and this vice of drunkenness is so strongly implanted among
us that we cannot easily eradicate it.”#

Mr. JusrticE CRESSWELL, in his charge to the Grand Jury at the
‘Worcester Spring Assizes, 1856, observed :—

¢ Tt was impossible to look over the calendar of that county with-
out being struck by the numerous charges of offences against the

on. Hefound several manslaughters, a vast number of wounding,
and several highway robberies with violence. Upon looking through
the depositions, the cause of this was apparent. In this county,
even more than in many others, he had occasion to notice evils of
the same character. Habits of intemperance prevailed ampong the
lower classes to a shocking degree. He mentioned this in order that
the attention of gentlemen resident in the county might be drawn fo
the subject, and that they might devise some means by which tem-
perance might be advanced among the people. + From these habits

L Tines, in its leader on the eorrespondence between the Alliance and Lord
H-TAE:T, u.rgu’ﬂs that a Maine Law is émpossible BECAUSE the love of drink is invete-
rate! On the same principle vice must be allowed to pass unchallenged because it 18
popular. ; i

+ The learnad judge does not fall into the fallacy of proposing School Education
.as aremedy. Wi'daagt?ar has above twice the number of criminals of either :i[’ﬂl'h:ﬁ;
‘Cumberland, or Westmoreland; and has also more religious instruction and SO0
deaching.
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drunkenness quarrels arose, manslaughters resulted, stabbing and
:rfuu_udjng fullmgﬂd; and the intoxication of others tempted those
who were dishonest, and the intemperate were assaulted, robbed, and

n
h{fz[f]i:;r learned Colonial brethren shall now show their Lordshi
how ‘easily’ Intemperance might be checked, and how greatly
Temperance may be advanced among the peqple. \ i !

§ 135. Sir WiLrram A’Beckerr, the Chief Justice of "i"m{:ﬁrm,
while on a visit to this country in 1854, made this noble dec
tion —*‘I say advisedly, that in nine cases out of ten that have
¢ come before me judicially in Australia, intoxication or the publie-
¢ house was directly or indirectly the cause......So long as the
¢ public-house stands, so long as a}{}irits, wine, or strong beer can be
¢ hought, they will continue to be bought by the class to whom they
¢ are most dangerous ; and nothing but the certain impossibility of
¢ the supply will ever fit their minds to be the recipients of anything
¢ hetter than now fills them, either in intellect, morals, or fastes.
¢ In short, turn on whatever streams you may for supplying the
¢ physical and mental wants of the working class, you will find them
¢ more or less polluted by the underlying mudbank of drunkenness.
¢ Until this has been removed, the soil beneath will never be reached,
¢ and the waters distributed over its surface will either be diluted
¢ into superficial slime above it, or pass on without having added to
¢ its purification or culture. For this reason I would advocate here,
¢ as I did in Australia, the principle of a Maine Law.’

Sir A, Steerexns, Chief Justice of New South Wales, in summing
up a case in June, 1854, remarked on the fact, ‘that every case
¢ hitherto tried at these assizes had its origin in drink. If there
¢ were no such things, the criminal court might close.” On another
occasion, he clearly refers to suppression.—

¢ There is, however, in but too many of the cases before me, one
¢ unhappy and extensive cause of crime, too palpable and obvious to
¢ admit of doubt in the mind of any man. I have drawn attention
= to it often before, and more than once from this place: and I do
¢ 80 now once again, in terms of earnest admonition and warning.
¢ One assize after another passes by, exhibiting drunkenness to the
¢ public view, with its dreadful train of evils ; and men lament them,
¢ or seem to do so, for the moment :—but what effectually is done ?
© Another circuit comes to renew the painful scenes witnessed
¢ only six months previously ; and to show that the same sad atro-
¢ cities, from the same degrading cause, still continue. But, when
¢ a habit of indulging in the use of spirits has been established,
¢ while the means of sucl indulgence are accessible, and the indulgence
¢ itself iz not thought wrong, such atrocities will continue in this
¢ colony to the end of time. I would suggest, golemnly, to those
¢ who hear me, whether, unless all which I said be a fable, it is not
¢ the duty, as it is certainly the interest, of every man—whatever
¢ his station or employment in life—to direct his most serious atten-
“tion to the facts here laid before him. Lot him, then, determine
“ whether, by decided and active exertiony the hateful and alarming vice
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“of drunkenness might not, to at least a very great and hitherto une-
€ qualled ewtent, be immediately depressed, and ultimately destroyed,?

§ 136. We have now finished the picture of the grosser and more
outward :3‘?115 of the Traflic, which we attempted to sketch. Wonld
our pencil were Ekil]fgller, and our shadows darker, so that we mi
fully portray the Thing! The great enemies of civilization have
been enumerated, and their workings revealed by the impressive
eloquence of Facrs at the least. Drunkenness, in its folly, its revel,
and its beastlineas, has staggered across the vision,—Poverty,
clothed with the rags of innocence and the filth of vice, has filed
past,—Ignaorance, with her sightless orbs, and her dim and hopeless
children, have groped on to the darkness beyond,—Prostitution, in
flaunting robes of guilt, with heart-on-fire of hell, has gone, shriek-
ing and mocking, onwards to the flowing stream beneath *the
Bridge of Sighs,’—Disease has withdrawn its curtain, that we might
see 1ts lazar victims stretched on their °bed abhorred,—Idiocy,
with incoherent gibberings and lack-lustre eyes, has shown itself,—
Insanity, with her multiplied children, here ‘moping melancholy,’.
there raving madness, has also come up and vanished from the
sickened sight,—Grutel Lust, fiercely glaring upon outraged chas-
tity, has stalked by,—and the fearful panorama has been closed
with Crime, apparelled in garments purple with the blood of
victims !

Were the great social fountain of these evils dried up, how infinite
would be the gains of Civilization! That fountain is the TrAFFIC.
Reader ! will you help our f Holy Alliance’ to seal it up? Do you
ask if it be possible to an enlightened nation? We point to the
actual. The starry banners of the West wave over the victorious
batile-fields of PROHIBITION.
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CHAPTER VIL

Tgar THE History oF ResreroTive LEcisnatioN IN NoRTH
AMERICA, AND THE EXPERIMENTS OF A PROHIBITORY L1QUOR LAW,
TLLUSTRATE AND CONFIRM THE POSITIONS OF THE ALLIANCE.

L

§ 137. Prohibitory Legislation in the United States of Amer@ca.
is, as with ourselves, but the gradual development of an o/d prin-
ciple. There is, however, a difference in the history. The people
of the United States are at once less conservative and more prac-
tical than those of the Old Country. This arises, no doubt, from
the absence of various Conventional and Repressive Agencies that
exist among ourselves, as well as from those pressing necessities of
material conquest and progress which so incessantly spur them
onwards. If it gives them less facilities for speculative thought, it
creates a clearness of insight, a practical perception of the adapta-
tion of means to ends, and a decisiveness of purpose and action,
which, for their work and destiny, are most valuable compensations.
Whilst we are talking, formulizing, discussing, they are doing and
reaping.

America, as a consequence, is more susceptible of the action of
fresh ideas, which, combined with her democracy, cause political and
social movements to spring more quickly to maturity, and, when
‘based upon truth and sound policy, permanently to establish them-
selves as Institutions. Here we cling tenaciously to the traditions
of the past ; and a new truth, therefore, has to find its way through
a host of antagonisms, over the social debris of a thousand years,
before 1t can plant its banner securely upon the mountain summit,

The fundamental difference of Circumstanceand Character reverses
the working of the Maine Law agitation in the two countries.
Here the question must be made, primarily, a Social question—
a question of order, pauperism, and taxation—a balance of Social
advantages or disadvantages, of convenience or inconvenience—and,
in arguing the point, it will be found that we have to go backward,
step by step, to the underlying philosophy, physiological and moral,
founded on the NaTURE of the thing traded in. The Americans began
where we shall end. The problem with them is historically less
complicated : it is ab oncs a practical necessity and the application
of an established opinion as to the nature of intoxicating dri :
it is, in point of fact, the History of the Temperance Enterprize,
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That Enterprize has had its five stages, and is destined to its sixth,
ere it reach the culminating point which shall usher in the crowning
epoch of Civilization,*

1. Tae Periop or Cmaos, when darkness brooded over the
elements E_tf Social Life. In the latter part of the 18th century,
and the first quarter of the 19th, the United States were in the
same condition, morally rezarded, that Sweden is now., The free-
dom—approaching to licentiousness in the large cities—which the
people exercised, and at a period of great political and warlike ex-
citement—the abundance of their means—the cheapness of ligmor,
with an almost open traffic, and other facilities for its purchase—
had produced their inevitable fruits. The country was overrun with
ntemperance, the cities were overflowed with disorder, the poor-
houses filled with paupers, the gaols crowded with criminals—the
Army, the Navy, and the Populace, were alike cursed with the
Traftic in Rum. Yet from the earliest period of the history of the
States the sale of liquor had been looked upon with suspicion, and
the worst forms of it absolutely prohibited.

In the town records of East Hamprox, Long Island, for 1651, is
an order of a town meeting, *“ That no man shall sell any liguor but
such as are deputed thereto by the town ; and such men shall not let
youths, and such as are under other men’s management, remain
drinking at unseasonable hours; and such persons shall not have
above half a pint at a time among four men.” In 1655, the autho-
rities ‘‘ordered, for the prevention of drunkenness among the
Indians, by selling Strong Water, First, That no man shall carry
any to them to sell, nor send them any, nor employ any to sell for
them; nor sell them any liquor in the town for the present drinking
above two drams at one time; and to sell to no Indians but such as
are sent by the Sachem and shall bring a written ticket from him,
which shall be given him by the town, and he shall not have above a
quart at a time.”

In Bawororr’s History of the United States, under the date of
A.D. 1676, there is a Summary of a New Constitution for Firginia,
in place of the tyrannical one of the Aristocratic Proprietary. We
quote from the last sentence, and the appended note from HENING.

“ The sale of Wines and Ardent Spirits was absolutely Prolibited
(if not in Jamestown, yet otherwise) throughout the whole country.”

Hexiva, i, 861. ~ “ Ordinances to sell and utter man’s meate, horse
meate, beer, and eyder, but no other strong drink whatsoever.”

The first Excise Law of the State of New York, in 1710, was
enacted for revenue merely. :

The evil of distillation attracted the notice of the great patriots of
the States at one of their first Congresses. On the 27th February,
1777, the following resolution appears to have passed unamm?ﬂﬂlfi"

¢ Resolved, that it be recommended to the several Legislatures

o — i

T ; the
* Namely, 1, A confused perception of the Evir. 2, Attempis at Regulating
machinery of mischief. 8, Aira of vagne Temperance. 4, That of Total Abstinence.
5, The no-licence agitation, 6, The epoch of Prohibitive State-Law.
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© ited States, immediately to pass Laws the most effectual
:Ji?}: gﬁﬁ;ﬂ an immediate stop to the pernicious practice of Distilling
¢ Grain, by which the most extensive evils are likely to be derived,
‘if not quickly prevented.’* : ;

In March, 1788, an Act passed the Legislature of the Empire
State, entitled ‘‘ An Act to lay a duty on strong liquors, and for
the becter requlation of Inns and Taverns.” It provided that the
Commissioners of Exeise should not grant permits to any person
4o sell strong drink and spirituous liquors for the purpose of keeping
a tavern, unless it should appear to them that such inn or tavern
was nevessary for the accommodation of travellers, and that the
person applying for the lﬁarmit was of good character ; and further,
that no person should sell strong drink, or spirituous liquors, to be
drunk in lis house, without first entering into a recognizance not o
keep a disorderly or gambling house,—and that if any person shall
be convicted of any offence against this act, it should be lawful for
the Court of General Sessions to suppress his permit.+

Tt is clear, therefore, that the old laws of the state ackmowlege
that the Sale of Liquor, without a special permit from the proper
officers, is a social offence. :

At last the enemy was unmasked, and attacked in the very
stronghold of popular prejudice.

A distinguished Physician of Philadelphia, Dr Bensamin RusH,
ahnounced that doctrine which ultimately became the basis of a
radical Reformation. We refer to the publication of his Medical
Inquiries in 1794,  After combating the errors of pepular opinion,
and enumerating some of the chief disorders engendered by the use
(not abuse) of Ardent Spirits, he says—¢ It would take a volume to
¢ describe how much other disorders, natural to the human body,
¢ are increased and complicated by them. Every species of inflam-
¢ matory and putrid fever i1s rendered more frequent and morve
¢ dangerous, by the use of Spirituous Liquors.” He thus struck
boldly at the double superstition—the virtue of aleohol as diet, and
its pmghylactic power as medicine. These papers excited enquiry,
gradually attracted the attention of reflecting men in his own pro-
fession, and, finally, of the reading public. In 1804, hLe reproduced
these views—in a pamphlet shape, which procured a wide cireula-
tion.L. Philanthropists, Senators, and the better part of the people,

* Dr Fraxgrni¥, Dr Rusn, and other signers of the-Declaration of Independence,
were members of this Congress.

+ A similar act was passed April 7th, 1801, which prokibited the sale of spirituous
liguors by retail, or o be drank in the house of the seller, and restrained and limited the
power of the Commissioners of Exeise in granting licences ; and contained a forther
provision, that all offences ageinst any of its provisions shall be deemed misdemeanors,

unishable by fine und imprisonment. This act was embodied in the New York
avised Laws of 1813,

# The formation of the first Temperance Society in modern times was the conse-
quence. It was instituted in Morean, Saratoga County, New York, on the 13th of
ﬁpﬂl, 1808, under the appellation of “The Union Temperate-Society of Morean and

orthumberland” Dr B. J. OLank was the originator of this idea of social union for
suppressing the tyranny of secial custom, '
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naturally began to enquire—If thi ; i :
and {nwi{i }J:’a‘!iiﬂ?wﬁ, ;ﬂ# on, {hgﬁui??ﬁggﬁ iﬁq:ﬂ’ _'&h“ ﬁhynﬂHI
providentially for the world, the thought did not that n:t?uI;' i ’:ﬁﬂ
%lf fﬁftiﬁ;lj;ﬂﬂhu}ftmfi dl.lbsrinenw, or of National Prokibition {?il' thai
raflic, neither of which, apart from the other, is adequate to
with the evil. Such measures would probably S el
aa wild and extreme at that tima—-tlmpmh j[—Iijr et ‘begn il
the logic of necessity, was destined L
E;I;E'Féﬂimg tthTI‘HI-iqﬁt; hm} been suppr:szzfu;?e Egitd}f;ﬂu{}g; I;;
rand lesson of a Nation’s abstinence : supposing Absti
sively had been tried and trusted, wes i1 > e exc}u—
lessons of ¢ Licence,” and then the Tr];glc}d ?;v;]}:s:ﬂﬁién :ﬁt;lt_lu_t‘wn
the u:ﬂrk would require to be renewed. The evil was Ercei:]igl
the ‘ Throne of Iniquity’ was rising dimly before the sig]?t. Gl
2. The friends of Temperance, however, were not destined to the
fate of SisypHUS. At this period, it is true, they looked at th
Dram Shop, rather than at the dram. They?[]id not yet see thaz
the Grog scller wielded his fatal power chiefly through the seduc-
tiveness of the liguor which he sold. But they did see what is also
vastly important, that he tempted to the use, both by the ¢ House’
and the paraphernalia of his trade, and by necessity of interest.
They saw, even then, what our Parliamentary Comumittee of 1854
seems only just to have discovered—that a Licensed house is a
.Eumensed snare. They began to see, likewise, that the formula—
¢ the more grog-shops the more drunkenness —expressed a nexus
of great moment to them. Out of these workings of light, the @ra
of Systematic REcunATION sprang forth. They thought at first, as
the Londoners had thought before them, that their cnen;;-r was * the
Worm of the Still’ : that if they could destroy 11, safety might be
secured, and civilization speed on! The State began by attempting
to resist and limit, as the mother country had done before. I%
dictated where, when, how, and in what quantity, spirits should be
vended. In the Fil_-st Part of the Hevised Statutes of the State of!
Eew York, passed in 1829, title 9, chapter 30 runs as follows :—
Of excise, and the regulation of taverns and groceries” (selling
spirits). It prohibits, under a penalty, the sale of liquors in less
quantities than five gallons, or to be drunk in the house of a seller
without a licence. In Philadelphia, the Traffic was for a time, as
regards Sunday, put upon a level with other trades. What was the
practical result and value of these attempts at repression ! Insome
towns and districts, where the people were sufficiently alive to their
interest materially to lessen the number of dram-shops, and even to
close them altogether on the Sabbath, manifest benetit accrued. In
1819, for instance, the Mayor of New York, in answer to enquiries
as to the result of diminishing materially the number of rctif grog-
geries, says—* The effect is very obvious ; drunken people are much
‘¢ geldomer seen in our streets. J¢ has had a very importint influcnce
¢ on the morals of the community, and lessened the number of grimes.*

A

® Report of Society for Prevention of Pauperism in New Fork. 1820, p. 4T
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¢ Crimes have numerically decreased, and comparatively have very
¢ greatly diminished. This great benefit to the community is. chiefly
¢ $o be imputed to THE SUPPRESSION OF SO MANY OF THESE POISON-
¢ gnops, where a man might buy rum enough to make himself
¢ beastly drunk for siw cents.” DBut such a mode of aci;‘mn‘depen_ded
upon the whim, the moral tone, and circumstances varying in various
districts, and was in itself so partial that it could not, and did nob
for long, stem the demoralizing stream which swelled up and swept
on, carrying upon its fiery bosom the wrecks of home, and health,
and social prosperity. In 1820, we find it officially stated,* ©thab
¢ three-fourths of the Assaults and Batteries committed in 't-hB‘GltJ"
¢ and county of New York, and brought before the Court of E:essmna,
¢ proceed from the degrading use of Ardent Spirits.” In fine, the
issue proclaimed that, nationally regarded, Regulation wasa nullity
and a failure.

3. But still the friends of order hoped and worked on. If they
could not successfully combat the evil through the active and
legalized Agency which disseminated it, they would assail the instru-
ment of the mischief, and wrench the sword from the grasp of the
foe! Thus tardy is the development of a great Truth ! As for

s men had been barrenly declaiming against Intemperance—the
effect, instead of aiming to abolish its cuuse, and had, therefore, s*ill
to deplore its reign—so our reformers, at this epoch, were slow to
perceive that to dissipate the popular or individual notions of the
goodness of the drink—even to persuade of the badness of it—did
by no means compass the whole catvsarron of this social evil. Con-
ventional sanctions and Animal impulses are the potencies thatk
perpetually lead astray, in spite of abstract opinions and theoretical
teachings.t Men /know the right, but pursue the wrong : Sin else
would be a mere mistake of the intellect; whereas it is wilful
wrong—a violation of conscience and acknowleged law. This
explains the failure of «// moral and religious teaching—of a/l con-
fessions and pledges (those of the Temperance World, of course,
included). The last part of the Truth is now being developed. I#
necessitates not only that the Teetotaler should oppose the domestic
drinking usages, but the social and the legal—that, as citizen, he
should refuse to license that social agency which destroys his work
as moralist, teacher, and parent. In brief, as the author of that
notable book, The Alpha, observes, since ** Mankind have the power

e

* Ibid, p. 0.

+ The following adverlisement, extrocted from Hone's Every Day Book, ia mora
than a curiosity. We hear in it, thousands of victims crying to suniaiy—l}r.‘:m us
Jrom templation !— ]

: ‘Wnrreas, the subscriber, through the pernicious habit of drinking, has preatly
: hurt himself in purse and person, and rendered himself odious to all his nequaint-
ance; and finding there is no possibility of breaking off from the spid practice bug
L li:_rmry.fl .h’:_c impassibility fo find the higuor, he therefore begs and prays that wo person
S will sell him for money, or on trust, any sortof spirituous hguors, as he will not in
future pay for it, but will prosecute any one for an action of damage agninst the tame.
“ poral and eternal interests of the public's bumble, serious, and sober servant,

' ‘JantEs CHALMERS.
*Witness, WILLIAM ANDREWS. * Nassau, June %&Lh': I;M.
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torid - themselves of these influences—all. snch. influences should. be
removed.” Trumpet notes were heard over wide: districts: of the
ﬂb‘l.lntr}'-—iﬂﬂepﬁﬂ ent warriors girding..gn their armour, and gi?ﬁg
note of battle. These soon gathered to a head, and the mra of
TEMPERANCE was inaugurated. Amongst the most distinguished
was the late JusTiw EDW&RDE, D.D. , the able author of the earlier
Reports of the American Temperance Society. An annual sermon
agamst  Intemperance’ had been preached for years in Boston,
but' he was among the first to perceive and promulgate the
specific remedy of abstinence, as also the first, subsequently, to
expose the immorality of the Traffic. Whilst Pastor of the
Church at Andover, in 1815, he kept the idea distinctly before
his' people, and pressed the truth upon the public mind until the
formation of the National Society, of which, leaving his parish,
he became, and so long continued, Corresponding Secretary. In
February, 1826, the ¢American Temperance Society’ was formed
at: Boston, and, in March, the Executive Committee, consisting of
Dr Lrowarp Woops, Dr Jusriv Epwanps, and Messrs TAPPAN,
Optorne, and Wiiper, issued their manifesto. Distilled Liquors
were: prohibited.  In the latter part of the same year, Professor
Parrrey’s Sermons, Dr Lvsmax BerEcHER'S celebrated Discourses,
and Dr Mussey’s address before the Medical Convention of New
Hampshire, successively appeaved. Total Abstinence from Ardent
Spirits was the doetrine enforced, as interest and as duty, on the
%;Jund of health, social and individual safety, and religious feeling,
'he people accepted the teaching as a New Gospel to them—its
necessity was felt—and it speedily became regarded by the Churches
as immoral to drink spirits. Before eight years had passed, more
than 10,000 drunkards were Anown to have been reclaimed. Five
more years passed away, and behold another change! Where were
many of their reformed drunkards? Where their promising young
men! Drawn partly into the vortex of the old Traffic, and partly
into a new form of social drinking; Both in private circles and in
Public-houses, artificial mixtures and wines, but especially cider,
the apple-wine of Ameriea, were supplanting rum, but doing Hum’s
work. The temperance army, then, must move up higher—must
outflank the enemy—mnust establish all round him the lines of
investment. In very truth, they attempted this—nay, fancied they
had done it, in hoisting a broader Banner, and in altering the watch-
word of the old one. It was a mistake: they fought the enemy,
indeed, but they fought him with unequal weapons, and they did
not even assault his legal entrenchments. _
4. The friends of Temperance, we said, lifted up a new banuer,
inscribed with the new motto, ¢ TorAr ABSTINENCE FROM ALL THAT
oAN INToxtcaTe.” The armies enlisted under their ensign 1e
with' firmer step to' greater and more assured victories., Their
Waterloos were many. The morale of the movement was higher—
more logical and consistent—more majestic. The deserters, 00,
were far fewer—and many wonderful changes, almost social 8,
resulted.. Still, their triumphs could only be carried fo. & certain

i
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ektont® ‘A vast mass of ‘evil defied all their fforts. 'By-anid-bye,
mnretiight&appmred. '"They surveyed the forces ’af?ﬂ}*'?;d ag%;ﬂt
them. ‘and ascertained the méthods of the enemy's attdck, T 'ST'
marked the insidious, but certain and deadly eftect of the Tfﬂﬁl'-;a
it ‘was a Heensed system of seduction, ensnaring their people,
anid “frustrating their best attempts at amelioration. Two trut]iﬂ
pressed upon them: first, that Pauperism, Crime, and Ta.xa.tmgl
vesulted directly from the Traffic, irrespective of the more or less of
$heir success in advocating moral temperance ; second, the conviction
that, without the suppression of the Traffic, the labor of reform
sust be unending and unsatisfactory; while, with it, each year
sould enable them to hold the conquests they had gained, and to
them others more glorious.

nc'[?.‘ 'Efoha law,” said J udgegPLa.TT, in 1833, ““ which licenses the sale
of ‘Ardent Spirits, is an tmpediment to the Temperance Reformation.
Whenever public opinion and the moral sense of our communiby
shall be so far corrected and matured as to regard them in their true
light, and when the public safety shall be thought to requm_}_;fq;;
dram-shops will be indictable, at common law, as public nuisances.

When the vendors charged the Temperance friends with departing
from their original programme, Mr GErriT SMiTH (now Senator)
nobly replied =—¢“I admit that a grand object within the Scope of
the constitution and labors of the society is that of persuading our
fellow-men to réfrain from ardent spirit; but I do not see why we
mnight not also'seek to remove the hindrances to this accomplishment.
Now, the manufacture and sale of ardent spirit constitute confessedly
a very great hindrance to the work of inducing our fellow-men to
quit the drinking of it.+ Could a Society, that should require 1ts
members to abstain from purchasing lottery tickets, be expected to
preserve silence on the subject of Lottery-offices? Could a Society,
tormed to discomntenance gambling, be expected to look with un-
concern on the licensed allurements of gambling-houses? No more
can ours look with indifference on the attractions and snares of the
Rum-shop. Asin the one case, the Lottery-office and Gambling-
house irresistibly invite thousands to purchase tickets, and to stake
their money at Cards or billiards, who but for the sight of these
tesorts would never have fallen into this folly, so is it in the other

that men drink ardent spirit, decause of the inviting facilities *
getting it; and so it is, that whilst thiese facilities exist, our direct
efforts to promote total abstinence will be measurably, if not futally,
counteracted by them. Such views we must certainly admit to be
Jjust, unless we deny what the Bible, our hearts, and daily observa-
tion alike teach us, of the power of temptation,”

e

* The Morning Pﬁr,'qll]y 11th, 1856, concedes this part of our position :—
“We wounld not (fepreciate the enthusiasm of the pledge ; but enthasiasm is not'a
wormal eondition—it 15 a sentiment which, by its very nature, cannot be permarent.”
Just so —hériee We would fan the flame of enthusiasm, which shull Lﬁssnlva the
donerate of Nalional Custom and Thought, and then, afierseparating the dross, per-
mu pt;l‘ﬂ Truth to crystalize in tie mould of permanent Law—at once ‘an u
+ Permanent Documients, vol. i, p. 893,
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5. The Political tera came at last, The cry of * No Licence? was
now heard in the Municipalities, The popular voice electing its
Rulers, this battle was attended with varying fortune, in various
districts; and in many was annually renewed. The contest, however
. was of immense service. In it, the ‘Ironsides’ of our Uummun’-
wealth were getting disciplined. Proof of the anti-social, pauperizing,

crime-breeding character of the Traffic became matter of clear
arithmetic, and created that feeling and conviction which afterwards
culminated in the STATE LAw of Maine. In some parts of the
country great success attended this preliminary agitation. Through-
out the *Old Colony,” where the Pilgrim Fathers first settled, the
¢ No-Licence’ principle triumphed so far back as 1832—a district
comprehending two counties and several considerable towns, We
abstract from the American documents the following passage:—

““In Barnstaple and Duke's Counties, in 1835, after vacations of
three, four, and seven wmonths, the Judges had to preside over two
eriminals only, and these for a petty larceny of less than two dollars?

The sentiments that were forming and gathering in the Publie
Mind, and destined to be hurled ere long upon the Traffic, we exhibit
in the order of their date, extracted from the Reports:—

Professor WarE, of Harvard University, 1832.—*The nature of
his calling renders it inevitable, that he cannot be a dealer in Spirits
without becoming accessory to vice and ruin.”*

President Wayrnanp, the Moralist, 1832:—* Wonld it be righ%
for me to derive my living from selling poison, er from propagating
plague or leprosy around e ¥’

In 1832 it was asked—*‘‘What right have men, by selling spirits,
to increase the danger, extend the ravages, and augment the malignaney
of the Cholera ¥’ :

The Presbyterian Synod of Albany, in 1833, declared, *‘ That the
Traffic is an immorality, and ought to be viewed as such, throughout
the world.”

In 1833, the question was publicly debated, in the City of New
York— ¢ What /tght have Legislators to pass laws which enable
men legally to injure their fellow-men, to increase their taxes, and
expose their children to temptation, drunkenness, and ruin ¥ The
answer was the denial of the right to ruin: and opinion rapidly
ripened into the initial shape of prohibition.

he Graxp Jury of the city and county of New York recorded,

i, i

® Some one asks if we are prepared to denounee the selling of o glass of grog ns @
grime? In the daysof Lotteries (which wara both of the larpe and small kind) somea
one asked, on the discussion to prohibit them, if a litte.go was to be treated as crimi-
na ? Ouor answer, in both cases, is unhesitatingly in the affirmative. The guality of
the nction attaches to the system, practically one and indivisible. ZLaw, it is said,
regards only great things ; but in striking at great evils, its principle also prostrates
little-ones. Again, though s sanitary-law may not stop up every little sink-hole or
sower, those things ar- ‘nuisances’ nevertheless; and he who, for self or pelf, should
wilfully keep a diminutive nuisance unabated, is just as criminal in mind as if he had
kept open & monsier drain.  And supposing he might intend—or think—ne evil in
sither case, heis siill criminalif he persists in probibited and evil acts,—is so, ifacting
from nothing worse than want of reflection, “There is a way that sremeth right unto a
man, but the end thereof is the way of death,” (Prov. xvi.25—xiv. 12.]
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as their deliberate judgment, that if drinking were at an end, three-
quarters of the erime and pauperism would be prevented, with an
fncalenlable sum of wretchedness which does not come under the
cornizance of any legal tribunal. They say—‘‘It is our solemn
i.nﬁ_]reaaian that the time has now arrived when our Public Autho-
rities should no longer sanction the evil complained of, by granting
licences for the purpose of vending ardent spirits ; thereby legalizing
the traftic at the expense of our moral and physical power.”

A Committee of New York citizens sat to investigate the cost.
In 1832, the public expenses of the city were $893,8806. By far the
greatest proportion of the evils, say thqy, sought to be alleviated
at this cost, are the fruits of 3,000 spirit-venders, etc. ‘We pay
€$400,000 more than we should if no drams were sol/. That 1s,
€ over $10,000 are taken from the earnings of the people for every
¢ Jicensed grog-shop which pays §10 into the treasury.’

A distinguished jurist declared, that he could find but three
cases of murder in the city for fifteen years, that were not committed
under the influence of drink.

In 1833, the State of Massachusetts prohibited the sale of Lottery
tickets. Hereupon it was asked, ** Arve not the evils of selling
ardent spirits, as drink, a yrearer nuisance to the community than
the evils of lottery gambling? Is it a less sin for Legislators to
licence the one than the other ¥’

In the Sixth Report of the American Temperance Society, May,
1833, drawn up by Dr Justiy Epwarps, the traffic was elaborately
assailed as an immorality ; as also by the Rev. WiLeur Fisg, D.D.,
President of the Wesleyan University of Middlestown, Connecticut.
The Report distinetly points at prohibition :—

“The object of Licences, say some, is not to encourage the Sale,
but to restrain and prevent the use of spirits. To this there are two
answers, The first is, it does not prevent it. It has been tried
Jor more than luidf a century, and notwithstanding all restraints, the
evil constantly increased, till it had well nigh proved our rwin. The
second answer is, the licensing of sin is not the way to prevent it,
but to perpetuate it ; by declaring to the community that it is legally
right ; thus preventing the efficacy of truth and facts in producing
the conviction that it is wrong. If men, in epposition to the influence
of moral means, WILL prosecute a wicked business, which corrupts
our youth, taxes our property, and endangers our lives, the Com-
MUNITY, in this free country, have the pow:r and the right, without
licensing iniquity, to defend themselves from its evils. This opens
the door, and the only door which truth and duty ever open for Leqgis-
dation with regard to sin, not to licence and sanction it, but To DEFEND
THE COMMUNITY FROM ITS MISCHIEFS ; and in such a manner as is
best adapted to deter the wicked from transgression, and promote,
as far as practicable, their good and the good of the community,*

® The Prohibitory Law is, in its essence, the only o chi "
interest of the Fublican. Any kind of Licenes pluces I.Er: ?ﬁ”ﬁagfﬁ?ﬁtgﬁ ?h;hxml:-
est temptations to sell any how, and o evade the law : but a Maine.Law puts away
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And this is the change in Legislation with regard to the sin .
trafficking in ardent spirits, which the cause ng tﬁmpemn‘:;n ﬁ
patriotism, of virtue, and of God, now imperiously demands.” -

Against the eharge of immorality, may not the dealer allege that
't,hera s atule, after all, which will exonerate him from responsibility
for another’s abuse! Certainly there is, ‘It is found in the per-
formance of acts, or the use of things, naturally fitting or good, I
may sell or eat food, notwithstanding the glutton abuses food. My

ustification is ample. First, neoessity—for 1 must eat, or die.

Second, utility—since the action of eating is good to me and mil-
lions. Third, innocency—my eating has no connection of cause, as
my refraining would have no relation of cure, to gluttony—while,
conversely, eating is by nature the cure, and not the cause, of desire
to eat. Now, in reference to aleohol, there are no such pleas pos-
sible. It is not necessary ; for millions do without it, and even believe
it bad. It is not wuseful, in the sense of contributing largely to
“human happiness: its best friends plead for it as a luxury to he
guardedly used. And it has a connection of cause to the evil—since
1t is by the nareotic, physical effect of alcohol, that the intemperate
‘appetite is engendered.

* There is,” said Dr F18K, ‘no case in which a man will be justified
“in doing what will be injurious or dangerous to others, save where
“the general tendency of what is done is known to be good on the whole.
‘Let the dealer, then, sum up the issues of the traffic to the nation,
“as well as its profit to himself, and if, on striking the balance, he
“finds that hitherto he has been doing a bad business, let him aban-
“don it for ever.’

Such were the arguments, amply sustained by facts and figures,
with which the war against the Traffic was carried on,—and argu-
ments which speedily sank deep into the minds of the native
Americans, though never listened to by the floods of foreign immi-
grants who poured into the States, counteracting the efforts of the
moral and intelligent friends of temperance. It was found, indeed,
that three-fourths of the low Grog-shops were kept by foreigners—
«chiefly Irish and German.

In 1834, the State of Georera was greatly agitated on the sub-
ject of the Traffic. She expelled it from the seat of her University,
and tested in fwo countics the authority to grant or refuse licences. °
In LigerTY county, with a population of 8,000, not one drop could
be purchased.

In the county of Surrork, Massachusetts, licences were reduced
from 613 to 31 In HampsHIRE county from 83 to 8. In Pry-
wMoUTH and BristoL counties, and in numerous towns, no licenges
were given ; and in many of them no ardent spirits sold. “‘Jn some

——

temptation. Judge PratT, at a public convention in Clinton County, x.¥., in 1833,
audl:n statement which gives significance to the passage cited:—
‘14 ig'a lamentable fact, that, upon & careful estimate, it is found, that of the Tavern
ra and retailers of ardent spirits in this State, during the last forty years, meore
than fwo.thirds have become drunkards,”
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of -those towns, however, men who love the poison, have sent for it
to Boston.”* _ - sttod of

It was eventually discovered that local experiments admitted O
smuggling from neighboring districts, though the results ﬂf: the law
werestill good. But its fault was its limitation—they hadn’t enough
of it. It was with this measure, as it has been with our laws
for the suppression of the slave trade. The league to pub it
Jown 'was not, at first, sufficiently extensive. Nevertheless, 1t was a
great boon. What are the facts, says an appeal of the day.t ° [our
times asmany crimes are committed in places in which Liguor ts sold,
¢ as in places mn which itis not sold. And in a number of cases, after
¢the sale of it had been abandoned, and the use of it had ceased,
“the eriminal docket had been cleared, and the gaols comparatively
<empty. It increases, then, the power of temptation, and it is thus
¢ a palpable violation of the revealed will of God.’

Tacts and opinions, of which the following are a sample, were
at this period promulgated throughout the States :—

In Catskill, New York, Dr HoacLAND and other gentlemen made
a minute examination and report of the condition of things. Though
eight merchants had abandoned the trade in spirits, and thpugh @
large proportion of the best families, and one-third of the inhabi-
tants, had joined the Temperance Society, these facts were elicited :

38 persons were engaged in the traffic: or 1 dealer to every 40
persons not abstainers, Some of these places, they say, are perfect
gchools of vice.

130 habitual drunkards were traced,—or 1 in every 17 of the
whole population,—or 1 in every 11, excluding the abstainers.
Many others are free drinkers, and occasional drunkards.

Of those who are already inebriates, or advancing to that condi-
tion, there are 2 in every 7 of the drinking population.

Taking the whole of GreeEnE County, it was shown that of 300
eriminals who had been imprisoned in the gaol, during seven years,
all, save three, were intemperate ; of 60 debtors, every one.

Of those who had received aid at the county poorhouse, during
three years, one-fifth were juveniles, of whom 7-8ths were children,
often orphans of the intemperate. 3-bths of the adult-females were
intemperate ; 1-bth dependents on intemperate husbands, ete.
‘Each year above 300 such paupers. But for intoxicating liquors,
therefore, any public provision for the support of the poor would
scarcely have been necessary. The whole cost of pauperism and
crime, flowing from intemperance, amounted to $8,634.

In Coruvmsus, Ohio, of 44 persons found dead, the Coromer’s
inquest was, that 38 of them came to their death by drink,

'he Philadelphia Medical Society testified, after full enquiry
through a special Committee, that out of 4292 deaths, in that city,
above T00 (or one in seven) were occasioned by drink.

At the United States convention, held in the Hall of Indepen-
dence, at Philadelphia, May 24th, 1833, composed of 400 delegates

¥ Awmerican Documents, i, p. 34, + Ibid, p. 398,
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from 21 States, this topic of the traffic came up for discussion,
Many were anxious to hear what the Physicians, Jurists, and
Statesmen there assembled, would determine., Some Exp’wmd
doubts, not so much as to whether the Traffic was i.Iﬂ.III.-D)‘EI.l, a8 to
whether it would be useful to say so. But as the enormity of the
system was brought out more distinctly, almost perfect unanimity
reigned. Their deliberate judgment of condemnation exerted im-
mense influence over the country. Other monster State Conven-
tions followed—one at Worcester, with 500 delegates, which led to
the refusal of licences in many towns. A similar convention was
held at Utica ; General Jacor Morrrs, a revolutionary patriot,
Eesidﬂnt Others followed at Columbus, Ohio ; and Jackson, in

igsissippl. At one held at Frankfort, Kentucky, January izth,
1834, it was recommended that all new Temperance Societies should
agree to abstain from wine as well as spirit. *° Numerous and
striking details were given, by physicians, of the destructive effects
of ardent spirit during the prevalence of the Cholera in that State.”
On the 15th January, a State convention was held in Vermont. *
On the 5th February, 1834, a State convention was held in Maine,
on the 12th in New Jersey ; and on the 19th, a convention of Cities,
at New York. Others followed, at Harrisburg, at Missouri, and
in Delaware. State Societies were now formed in every State of
the Union save Louisiana. These facts will serve to show the ex-
tent and vigor of the agitation< but some fallacies still lingered.
Many imagined that mere moral suasion would suflice to extinguish
the Traffic. They, of course, as would be the case with other moral
questions, reached a certain class with their moral appeals and
effected a positive amount of good—and then stopped. **The first
glance,” said they, ‘‘ of a corrected public sentiment, will wither
and consume it.”’t They got the sentiment—the respectable,
reflecting classes, and the Churches, almost to a man, united in the
sentiment—many good or susceptible men abandoned the traffic—
but that only added more to the custom of the worldly and the
wicked, who pursued the calling ; supplied indeed stronger motives
for their continuing to work its profitable machinery. Still, the

erm of truth was deposited in the public mind—

¢ A sure pledge of universal triumph. The truth that the Traffic
¢ is wick: d, strikes the evil at the root ; and with a blow so strong
¢ and deep, that it will inevitably destroy it. The reception of this
¢ truth, and its publication by the wise and good, with corresponding
¢ action, is the sure means of exterminating this abomination.’

Curiously enough, the very absurdities were then uttered as to the

e e, o e, S g T

* Here the people struggled hard for a protective law, The vole in this Etate was
In 1847 For Licence 13,707 Nv Licence 21,793

1818 o 16,963 g MG, 150
[FT o 11,2405 e 23 k84
1830 it 12 483 5 20,054

We give these fignre=, not only to show that the Temperance party is n persistent ono,
but to show liow cross issues in party politics affect the vote on this questiol.

+ Seventh Report of American lemperance Socicty. 154,
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Moral-suasion, which shameless unveracity now utters as to
ﬁ%“}:ﬂm of Legal-suasion. Mr C——, a large brandy merchant,
accosting a temperance man, said—*‘ Why are you publﬁhmg ?'_““h
accounts about people giving up the use of spirit? 7 fma: s no
truth in them : there is as much drunk now as there ever was. ThE:
traffickers stereotyped the ohjection—and print from the *block
4o this hour! Their very tactics and language were the protof
of the liquor-men of Birmingham, Bristol, and Bradford.* The
Traffickers felt at first that their best policy was silence ; but at last
$hey affected a great concern for * Moderate Tempemnce.’_ At what
they styled “alarge and respectable meeting” of the trade in Boston,
they informed the public ** that thoy looked with deep regret upon
the [new] proceedings of the serr-sryLED friends of Temperance”—
which was quite true in the sense not intended? {4 13s Vo il

Public opinion had ripened fast during two years; issuing in dis-
tinct and beneficial action. The practical campaign was, however,
only just opened: but we have indicated the method of it, and shown
that, as an agitation, it was legitimate; and as a work, constitutional.
Regarded nationally, however, this was but the wmra of an Idea,
which had to grow into power.

The distinguished author on Ethics, President Wavraxp, DD.,
reports how his own mind became a convert to the fuller doctrine
now being initiated, and replied to objections :—

“ Tt may be said that the grocer’s property is his own, and he
has a right to use it in any manner he pleases. 1. Now this is
manifestly false. He has no right to employ his property in the
glave trade, nor in the purchase and sale of counterfeit money, nor
in the manufacture of false keys. 2. His right in his property is
the same as that of any other man; it is the right of using i, for
the promotion of his own happiness, in any manner he chooses,
gprovided he do not so use it as to [injure] his neighbor. Now, as
the traffic does [this], he has no right to use it in this manner,

T therefore think the prokilition of the traffic a fit subject for
legislative enactment; and I believe that the most happy results
would flow from such prohibition.”

The Hon. Mark Doornirrre, Senator, of Massachusetts, said :—

® Bee ? 26; 2 60 Later on, that is, shortly after the passing of the Maine
Law of 1851, the Traflickers grew frantic. At New York they summoned a meeting in
Metropolitan Hall, using on their placards varions misleading and exciting phrases.

We preserve a few of the eapital lines, as much for characterizing the party as for
euriosity and amusement. 3 - !

Grand MASS MEETING in favor of ROB MANY OF THEIR CAPITAL,
NATURAL AND INALIENABLE RIGHTS and disfranchise them of their
of the Citizen, the Rights of Property, INHERENT RIGHTS
and the CommERciAL INTERESTS. poaranteed to all by the Constitution.
Thc:: Put::]'.lla rhuﬂar opposed to the We call npon ALr Crasses to aid us in
ontemplated movemeant to i i
DISFRANCHISE THE FREEMEN A AT

FANATICAL MOVEMENT,

of this State, will hold o meeting, ete.,,  that will not only produce all the wron

for taking action respectin

E above alluded to, bot Iy ret
THE OUTRAGEOUS ATTEMPT MORAL M f}n?%ur[j:ﬁiﬁﬂd';fd ?I'B
%0 destroy the interests of this City, TEMPERANCE,

+ dmerican Documents, Vol i, p. 381,
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Is there any other article which the community would sustain
“for a single day, as the object of commerce among men, that should
¢ produce precisely the same effects? Government is instituted for
“the common good. Kvery subject has a right to claim protection
¢and security against the violation of his rights. The ;ﬂrect.mﬂ
“inseparable consequence of this Traffic is to violate the most sacred
‘rights—to sunder the bonds of society—bury in everlasting
¢ forgetfulness the duties which the dearest relations in life impose.
“What ought legislators to do? I answer—Place the article on .the
“ contraband list, and make the traffic in it penal, as being deadly to
“the best interests of men. Are not the evils arising from the traffic
“as dangerous and as destructive to the community as those that
‘arise from the traffic in lottery-tickets? Nay, arve they not much
¢ more so I’¥

The Hox. Davib Dageerr, Chief Justice of Connecticut, says:—

“In my view the great source of intemperance is to be found in
*grog-shops and tippling-houses, those outer chambers of hell.’

THEODORE FRELINGHUYSEN, senator for New Jersey, says :—

“How can a just mind engage in a commerce, all the details of
¢which are fruitful of evil? The use of ardent spirit is attended by
¢ peeuliar circumstances, Itisnotan ordinary and harmless beverage,
“as to which every man may be safely trusted, with his own keeping.
¢Tt is an insidious and dangerous practice, that gradually forms an
¢ artificial and depraved appetite. Worse still—this habit relaxes
“the hold of good prineiples,

“What can we urge in excuse for the countenance given to the use
‘“of spirits on almost every statute book? On one page heavy
“penalties denounced against drunkenness, riots, and public dis-
“orders—and the next chapter authorizes the retail of the wery
¢ poison which, all admit, brings on these outbreaking transgressions!
“Who can dwell upon it without feelings of shame, that we should
“have gravely provided by public law, that if men will pay for the
¢ mischievous faculty, they may set up a tavern, and, thereby, inflict
¢an amount of injury on the vital interests of the community, that
“neither time nor law can repair? Letl them no longer have the law
¢ book as a pillow, nor quiet conscienee by the opiate of @ eourt licence.’t

‘The last opinion we shall cite was prophetic; that of Joan C.
Youna, President of Centre College, Kentucky—an opinion given

* Ihid. pp.382.3,
.+ Ibid. pp. 3359, Our licence-law has the same %nmieiuua effect ﬁf'hlﬂﬂiﬂiﬁﬁﬂt\.

Jomx Hitcamax, Esq., Surgeon, of Leamington, Warwick, on Decembér 2nd, 1836,
after a leciure by the Author, related thé following case:—

A poor woman had applied to him for medicine and help that moming. Heér hus-
band, he found, bad once heena reformed man, bui was drawn back to drinking by the
temptations of the Public-House. Sober, he was as good a husband s a woman could
wish—but whnen he had drink he made away with everything he could lay his héands

and beat her and the children. If she sought.protection of the Jaw, fe' Wwas
imprisoned, and she and the children must starve @ntirely, ongn to the workhouse.
She bad gore at lust to the Pablic-house which he frequented, ind told her case 1o the
landlady, entreating her to sell her husband nomore drink. Her ‘hard-hearted -bat
oandid reply was—'“I-aA8f LICKNSKD TO SELL DRINK BY THE LAw, AND 50 LONG A3
YOUR HUSBAND HAS MONEYT0 PAY FOR IT, I'§HALL SELL HIM IT.
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i1 acknowledging the receipt of the Sixth Report of the American
Temperance Society, assailing the Traffic as immoral’:—

“The persevering dissemination of such prineiples and _ﬂl'g'llﬂl_ﬂ‘ﬂif_h
¢will. in time, bring the public mind'to regard the licensing of this
Craffic as a thing no more to be tolerated than the licensing of gambling
“houses.”* _

ﬁ’f[)‘;e State of Cowwrcricur, since 1834, had made ‘Lioapms"' or
¢No-Licence’ one of its political issues; and frequently carried the
negative by overwhelming majorities. In other States, the same
battle, with the same weapons—the Ballot-box—was waged with
varying success, During the presidency of General ANDREW
Jacksow, in 1834, the principle of a Prohibitory Liquor Law was
distinctly admitted by the Government of the United States in
reference to one portion of its subjects: and the precedent, at any
rate, was established for its application to all. 'We allude to the Law
“for the Protection of the Indian Tribes,” which, prohibiting the
sale of all strong liquors to the Indians, enfopced its commands by
instructing and authorizing the Indian agents summarily to seize
and destroy all such liquors introduced for sale into the Indian ter-
ritory—a provision which was rigidly and righteously enforced.

This kind of guerilla warfare had no doubt its mission, and effected
great good ; but, on the other hand, it was attended with consider-
able inconvenience, and left the contest unsettled, to be renewed
the first opportunity. The truly decisive Battles of this Warfare
can ouly be fought on the field of an entire State.

In February 1837, an able Report was made by a Committee of
the Legislature of Mamxg, founded on wvery numerous petitions
which had been presented, claiming protection against the issues of
the Trafficc. The Committee framed a prokititory Bill, which;
though lost in the legislature, was taken up by the people.+ They
clung tenaciously fo the conception, carried the proposition to the
ballot-box, and elected a Legislature three years later that passed
the bill; but only to be vetoed by the Governor. The puerile fal-
lacies of 1856, were well refuted in that early Report of 183T.
““Suppose,” it says, ‘‘“wehad a statute to regqulate Gambling Houses,
instead of one prohibiting them ; what would be the effect? Can
any one doubt that they would be as common as retail drink-shops
are now! It is in vain to objeet to a law, that it cannot prevent
the offence it prohibits. We have a law against theft; but have we:
no larceny? Yet who would be secure in his property without thel
;:in” Besides, laws are as truly the cause as the effect of the publie:

B

-

* Tbid. pp. 3867

+ It was in 1837 that Mr NEan Dow became prominently conneeted with the prohi-
'bitnrr movement. This gentleman was born at’ Portland, March 20th, 1804, His
family wera mambara le l.h_ﬂ Sopiaty of Friends, but ha himsalfis a Eur]gregﬂtiﬂulﬂ.iﬁt\.
By buﬂmena: a supervisor af a, large Tannery; and a person of abundant means.
MaIne contains a very enrnest and homogeneons population, intent on their own busi-
ness, careful of’ their estates; sober, mornl, and raligions in thieir habits, and of great

persistency of character. Mr Dow is an @ i
R ottt xcellent type of the men of Maine, and
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In 1333, TENNESSEE passed a Htringaut licence-law. restrieti
retail :a;tle of dnnk to one quart, or more. A geutl&’ma.nhﬁ:?e !;hﬁ
there in 1839, writes :—*‘ A most happy change is already realized .
taverns, once disorderly, are now quiet and comfortable places for
the weary traveller.”* = On February 21, 1838, a convention of 400
delegatest presented a petition to the legislature of MASSACHUSETTS,
which had these pointed questions :—¢* [s it right to give nuthority
to sell insanity, and deal out sure destruction ! 1f it is right, why
should uny be forbidden to do it? If sot right, why should ;:le’ be
permitted to do it? Why forbid all but *men of sober life and
conversation’ to do this, if it be right? Why allow such to do it,
if wrong ? It may be too much to expect from human laws, thab
they protect the morals of society from corruption ; but is it too
much to ask that they will not throw open the doows of temptation P
In March, the Legislative Committee reported, recommending pro-
hibition. On the 13th April, a bill was passed, prohibiting the sale
of spirits in less quantities than 15 gallons.

ConxEcricur also guarded herself against the Traffic by erectin
some additional fences around it. In May, the Legislature reporbes
a fact of great moment, showing that Licence is vastly more easy of
evasion than Prohihition. ** From a recent examination in New
Havex, it was found to contain 60 grog-shops where liguor was sold
contrary to law.”” In this year, there were in Nuw Yorx city, over
1000 unlicensed groggeries.t The Temperance Union declared
‘“that the advance in the present year, towards efficient legislative
action, had been unexpected : That while acts of legislation had been,
in respect of the community prohibitery, they had been to the
vendor protective: That snares were spread by our luw makers, and
men were punished for falling into them : That Pauperism, Crime,
and Insanity were caused by men commissioned for the work, while
the statute book was filled with ineffectual devices to check and
remedy the evils, and the People were burdened with taxes to sup-
port them.” Such language contrasts refreshingly with the mawkish
cant of our own day, about ‘liberty’ and voluntaryism,

In January, 1839, Mississrerr enacted the one-gallon low ; while
Irrivois granted power to towns and counties to suppress the retail-
traffic, on petition signed by a majority of adult mle inhabitants.

In 1840, at the annual meeting of the DerawarE State Society
at George Town, it was resolved :(—

““That in applying for legislative action, 1t is proper to ask for
what is right, and leave to the Legislature the responsibility of
determining what is expedient : That our main dependance is on the
diffusion of knowlege and the exercise of moral-suasion, to correct
public sentiment—Dbut a law entirely prohibitory must be the neces-
sary result of a public sentiment enlightened on this subject.”

In 1840, the Washingtonian [Llra was commenced in Chase’s

* Journal of American Temperance Union. Feb, 1815, p. 24 )
4+ This Convention founded a State Temperance Society on foful abstinence principloea.
+ 2nd Reportof American Temperance Union. p. 53

e i
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Tavern. Baltimore, by a few earnest men, resolved on reforming
themselves and their follow victims of the Traffic, by stirring moral-
appeal. J. H. W. Hawkixs, J. Haves, of Maine, and, subse-
quently, that greatest of histrionic speakers, J. B. S}DUGH, Were
amongst the most celebrated and efficient leaders of this remarkable
movement. For some years, the enthusiasm raged like a Prairie
fire. It was an inspiration of philanthropy to convert Drunkard
and Drunkard-maker by ¢ Moral-suasion’—and it had the fullest
and fairest trial. Absorbing much of the energy, it diverted the
attention of the States generally from ¢ Legal-suasion.” It was
aided greatly, too, by Father MaTHEw’s visit to the States: but it
failed for obvious reasons. It stirred up a desire for freedom, bub
left the temptation intact; it corrected the judgment and enlightened
the conscience, but it did not remove the seducing agency, and the,
crop of evil grew fresh and fast. Judge O’NEAL wrote in 1345, as
follows:—*¢‘This year, a Washingtonian who sank into a Drunkard’s
grave, said—pointing to a grog-shop on the left,—* If I escape that
hell, this hell’—pointing to another on his right—‘yawns to
receive me.” This year has fully satisfied me that moral-suasion
has had its day of triumph: some other aids must now be
sought, to keep what we have gained, and to gain still more.”*
Gradually, however, the public mind veered round to the right
point of the compass again, In 1844, the Temperance Union, after
the trinmphs of Washingtonianism, declared that *‘ could the temp-
tation now be removed, and the rising generation be permitted to
come-up without the allurements of the bar-room and the grog-
ghop, our beloved country would soon exhibit to the world a spee-
tacle of peace and prosperity, sublime and beautiful.” This year,
in Coxwnecricur, Temperance commissioners were elected in 200
out of 220 towns. On the 19th May, 1845, four-fifths of the cities
and towns of NEw York State gave a strong vote against Licence.
The State votes collectively were,—Pro, 111,884; Contra, 177,683,
In 1845, the effects of prohibition in MassacHUSETTS Were thus
stated:—“From more than 100 towns the Traffic is entirely removed,
and a reduction is already visible in the public taxation. In one
town, with a population of 7,000, there were, four years since, 469
paupers; ‘ No-licence’ has reduced them down to 11.7'+

6. It is a fact of History, that great erises in the career of men
and of nations, and often great measures, come upon the world
suddenly, and take it by surprise. The political history of this

* Gen. 8. F. Cary, of Cincinnati, says :—* Ten vears ago, there was a laree numt
of the Sons and Washingtonians in this locality who WEEB violently nppnaﬁl luu‘t:?il:r:!;
ing the subject of Temperance inte political conflicta. Inan old volume of the
Washingtonitn we find accounts of these conflicts with the suasionists and legalists,
and the names of the prominent sctors, Itis @ fact waorthy of deep reflection, that
nearly all the advocates afdpure moral suasion have returned to their cups, Some of them
have died drunkards, and others are at this hour the most inveierate encmies of the
Temperance reform. Those, on the other hand, who were advocates of law, have

nearly ail kept the pledge, and are still reliable frie S—_
ok Bl ’ iends of the cause.'—Crusader,

+ 10th Report of the American Temperance Union.
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century, is full of ‘modern instances’ We owrselves

several. While ELpox is dreaming of the continuance of Eﬁi&iﬂ
disabilities, suddenly the social inequality is dissolved. The Duke
of CLumBER. will do what he wills with his own, and by his nominees
in Parliament, stave off Parliamentary reform, Again, suddenly,
in the light of blazing town and castle, the King and his advisers
discover that reform must come. A wealthy aristocracy, with twe
Parliament Houses at their command, and the 7imes for their
trumpeter and herald, declare that taxed bread must continue to be
eaten by an industrious people, while they will repose for some
years; but, again, the Times, which at evening had, paradoxically,
ignored ‘ the Signs of the Times,’ awoke in the light of dawn to
discover that the necessity for the total and immediate repeal of the
Corn-laws was ‘a great fact.” Again, a Citizen King, the astutest
member of a royal line, sups and sleeps in fancied security; but
behold, next day he breakfasts amidst Revolutionary turmoil, and
is glad to sup at all, even as simple Jorx SmiTH! Again, we have
half a century of agitation for the suppression of slavery in our West
India Colonies. Public meetings are held, great names are blazoned,
the resolutions, duly cut and ;ﬂuared by the scissors of a timid
policy feeling its way,—and while men are talking of measures of
compromize, and holding that success is possible at some far-off
hour—a believer in the right and in fruth, like Mr PowNaLL, casts
his simple, just, and uncompromizing resolution upon the waves,
and behold, by the forecs of the eternal and resistless tide, it is
borne triumphantly and rapidly to success! This is well: since the
work is ours, but the issue His. Fiat Justitic—* Do the right’—
and Heaven will not fall: but only its blessing in due season.

So, in the States, in 1845-6, the friends of Prohibition, while
almost desponding of success, were rapidly approaching the harbour,
Various compromizes had been made, for peliticians conld not trust
the whole truth and pringiple of ¢ total and immediate.” They would
regulate the evil; fasten a stronger and shorter chain about the
crittur'—feed him abt longer intervals, and by great “lumps’ at a
time, Like the politicians elsewhere, they could not object to the
principle nor refute the facte—but then—Wait a little longer!
Accordingly, in Massachusetts, a law was enacted, forbidding the
sale of less than twenty-eight gallons at a time. Amother
law, in Rhode Island, forbade the sale of less than ten gallons; and
that of New Hampshire prohibited the sale of any quantity withous
a licence. The Rhode Island law gave the electors of any town or
city the power to ¢ decide that no licences for retailing should be
‘granted that year.” These laws occasioned the mooting of a legal
point. in respect to the ¢ constitutionality’ of prohibition. Appeals
were made to the Supreme Court of the United States, and in
January, 1847, the celebrated licence causes of Zhurlow versus
Massachusetts, letcher v. fthode Island, and Fierce st::zi. v, New
Hampshire, came on for hearing.* It appeared in evidence, that

e

* Vide & Howard s Reports, 504,
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the town of Cumberland, in Rhode Island, had refused licence.
The judgment of the court below, in each case, w_r:fs unﬂ!!§m0H33y
affirmed—to wit—that these laws “ were not inconsistent with thna
constitution of the United States, nor with any acts of Congress.’
The decision covered two points—the extent to which licences might
be conceded, and the right to prohibit unlicensed sale. The reader
must bear in mind, that this point is one which has no relation to
the political constitution of Britain, but arises from the possibility
of the laws of a single State being in opposition to some general law
of the Confederated States. :

Chief Justice TaNtY, in delivering judgment, said :—

¢¢ Although a State is bound to receive and permit the sale by the
importer, of any article of merchandise _wluch Congress authorizes
to be imported, it is not bound to furnish a market for it, nor to
abstain from the passage of any law which it may deem necessary or
advisable to guard the health or morals of its citizens, although
such law may discourage importation, or diminish the profits of the
importer, or lessen the revenue of the government. Andif any
State deem the retail and internal fraffic in ardent spirits injurious
to citizens, and calculated to produce idleness, vice, or debauchery,
I see nothing in the constitution of the United States to prevent it
from regulating and restraining the traffie, or from prohibiting it
altogether if it thinks proper. Itis equally clear that the power ot
Congress over this subject does not extend further than the regula-
tion of commerce with foreign nations, and among the several States ;
and that, beyond these limits, the States have never surrendered
their power over trade and commerce, and may still exercise it, free
from any controlling power on the part of the general government.
Every State, therefore, may regulate its own internal trafiic according
to its own judgment, and upon its own views of the interest and
well-being of its citizens.”*

And in regard to liquors brought in from other States :—

““The law of New Hampshire is a valid law ; for although the
gin sold was an import from another State, Congress have already
the power to regulate such importations, yet, as Congress has made
no regulations on the subject, the traffic in the article may be law-
fully regulated by the State as soon as it is landed in its territory,
and a tax imposed upon it, or a licence required, or the sale pro-
hibited, according to the policy which the State may suppose to be
its interest or its duty to pursue.”

Mr Justice Mac LieAN concurred in the decision, and said :—

¢ If the foreign article be injurious to the health or the morals
of the community, a State may, in the exercise of that great and
comprehensive police power which lies at the foundation of itg
prosperity, prolibit the sale of it. The acknowledged police powep
of a State extends often to the destruction of property. A nuisance

may be abated. Everything prejudicial to the health or morals of a
city may be removed.”t

A g

* Ibid, 573, + Ibid, 592,
R
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Mr Justice CATREN also agreed with the Chief Justice :—

* I admit, as inevitable, that if the State has the power of restraing
by licences to any extent, she has the discretionary power to jud
of its limit, and may go the length of prolibiting it altogether®

Mr Justice DaNIEL, in answer to the argument that the importer
pur;::hasea the right to sell when he pays duties to government, said :

: Nu.m; ch right as the one su ppcsef?a purchased by the importer
and no injury, in any accurate sense, is inflicted on him by denjri.ﬁé
to him the power demanded. He has not purchased and cannot
purchase, from the government, that which it could not ensure to
him—a sale independently of the laws and policy of the States,”#*

Mr J ustice WooDBURY further illustrated the point :—

““After articles have come within the territorial limits of States,
whether on land or water, the destruction itself of that which con-
stitutes disease and death, and the longer continuance of such
articles within their limits, or the terms and conditions of their
continuance, when conflicting with their legitimate police, or with
their power over internal commerce, or with their right of taxation
over all persons and property within their jurisdiction, seems one
of the first principles of State sovereignty, and indispensable to
public safety.”t

Mr Justice GrIeEr thus asserted both the right of prohibiting
sale, and that of the seizure and destruction of property :—

‘It is not necessary to array the appalling statistics of misery,
pauperism, and crime, which have their origin in the use and abuse
of ardent spirits. The police power, which is exclusively in the
States, is alone competent to the correction of these great evils;
and all measures of restraint or prohibition necessary to effeet that
purpose are within the scope of that authority. All the laws for
the restraint or punishment of crime, or the preservation of the
public peace, health, and morals, are, from their very nature, of
primary importance, and lie at the foundation of social existence.
They are for the protection of life and liberty, and necessarily
compel all laws on subjects of secondary importance, which relate only
to property, convenience, or luzury, o recede when they come in contact
or collision. SALvs poruLI suprREMA LEX, The exigencies of the
social compact require that such laws be executed before and above
all others. It is for this reason that quarantine laws, which protect
public health, compel mere commercial regulations to submit to
their control. They restrain the liberty of the passengers; they

operate on the ship, which is the instrument of commerce, and its

officers and crew, the agents of navigation. They scize the infected
cargo, and cast it overboard. All these things are done, not from
any power which the State assumes to regulate commerce, or inter-
fere with the regulations of Congress, but because police laws rof
the prevention of crime and protection of public we must, of
necessity, have full and free operation, according to the exigency that
requires their inlerference.”f

AR

* Tbid, 616, + Ibid, 630. + Ibid, 632, -

—.
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Indced, as we have seen, the precedent of prohibition was given
by Congress itself in the act for the protection of the Indians,
which had this clause :—

¢ And if any such spirituous liquors or wine be found, the goods,
“boats, packages, or peltries of such persons, shall be seized and
¢ delivered to the proper officer, and shall be proceeded against by
¢ libel in the proper court, and forfeited ; and 1t shall, moreover, be
¢lawful for any person in the United States service, or for any
¢ Indian or white person, to #nke and destroy any such liguor or
¢ wine as they may find in the Indian Territory, not used as supplies
¢ for the army.’

The position and feelings of the Temperance party, immediately
prior to the passing of the Maine Law, was one of mingled dis-
appointment, hope, and despondeney. Notwithstanding a moral-
suasion movement carried on for twenty years, with a machinery
un_ﬁ)recedentad for its magnitude, and with a success almost mar-
vellous—a movement that had gathered into its ranks the successive
Electoral Kings of the Republie, the highest teachers, the most
distingnished popular leaders, the great organs of the press, and the
almost universal Church of the Western world—a movement that
had manifested its power in redeeming tens of thousands, in mould-
ing fashion, in conquering appetite and interest, and in penetrating
and permeating with its opinions, platform and press, pulpit and
forum—the School, the College, and the Halls of Legislation,—
notwithstanding this ecareer of progress, which, amongst moral and
social organizations, is peerless in the history of modern times,—
yet was Intemperance scarcely visibly diminished, but, in the great
towns and cities of the country, rolled-in like a devastating flood.
TI"IIE?, there was a mighty difference between 1812 and 1831, and in
sentiment, between 1831 and 1851. The Fifteenth Report of the
American Temperance Union, says —¢ The committee feel no dis-
position to pass lightly by the evil, or to overrate the work
accomplished. Intemperance is most appalling in our land. Tis
enginery 18 tremendous. The capital invested in the Traffic it is
impossible to estimate. DMoral suasion has well-nigh done its
work”—i.e. all that it is competent to do. ** Little more could be
done,” said a veteran reformer, S. €. Aryew, in addressing the
Legislative Society of Massachusetts,  without more efficient legal
action.” The Rev.T. Bramarp, D.D., of Philadelphia, at the
Sixteenth Anniversary of the American Temperance Union, charae-
teristically expressed the same truth,— We liave come to a class of
men who love money letter than the righ®  The present laws have
::kawr been ﬂ:r:eet;.m;f. They never can be executed, " We have used up

a conscience of the community. The m ]
have abandoned the Tmﬁc_”*J en that have a conscience,

§ 138. History shows the utter hostility of the Traffic to all reform,

"“"“‘r"-“f‘—‘ﬁ‘“wmw

* The Times of America then said what the London Times now gays—" i
. . ot . ye—' Prohihition
i]: ;lngm_ly lrﬂupxhibh. I'rohibition, however, is now a great fact therea—and jﬂ_l,ba
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and the folly of compromize ing i i
are to be foind in tEu Am:x:icanThiafﬂnﬂmg e ations M
Traffic 1s restl il tpovie,” show, bl
ess under every restraint, impatient and s
every regulation,—that it not only en emr,{J : 19{1 it
supporters and victims, but is itself imrgt o etanoe of Lingnul
ol that all : eterately defiant of control,—
coneessions of confidence have been blund i
(2.) The demand of a ‘moral character’ in thun erg o
grog-shop was songht to be evaded by an assign f ?ﬂllll UCtDTI' T
Jui%f?s Eiop?irly ruled that ¢ character’ was ::ﬂ::t ’;i?;n;femqahlllgﬂ s
.) The demand that sales of li - i
five gallons, and not for zip}}.!infg; Iﬁ";;lnaﬁaﬂgﬁcin ’? ey
selling altogether and delivering by insmé’m:mt# Th ey
ag?in}at the impudent fiction. i b e
_ {c.) The decree that the distinct a i
intoxicating liquors in illegal qumti!:;:zis i?:dblaet ?%inﬁstpf gl
doing so without a licence, had separate penalties Wﬂ“i.g ;ttegefédmd
be argued into one offence with a single penalty 1~—so that 2 tinta
on one point would be acquittal on the other, 'The _uznn;ﬂ Idl
against this modest plea of the Traffickers also, e =
(d.) The demand that Liguor should be sold only under the
authority of a licence, was sought to be ignored by cn,li{n u o th
Prosecutor to prove the negative—viz that the seller .?mdgnu%?n ?
This was as if a Sheriff’s officer, when called upon to show hi:.ﬂ mﬂqt
of arrest, were to answer—** You must prove that I have not WI;I”
(2.) The law that placed the power to license in the Board of E'::m'a ‘
on specified conditions, was attempted to be quashed by an acm]?
cation to the Supreme Court to compel by writ the a,jlz.tin PI:‘ >
licence—thus really vesting the power in the app-’z’cemt’gr The gu:; i
of course over-ruled this argument, as well as the PIEE;Ede] s
(f.) The attempt was also made to concentrate a series u%.dist' ct
acts of illegal sale, into one offence, to be settled by one fine of énﬁﬁ
(g.) When the community sued by its Overseers, it was d
that, as the penalties went to the poor-fund ﬂubﬂd} in t];ntargum-iaeh
could sue, because everybody was interested in the fine! i
(h.) The Traffickers at last declared that the restriction of the
Trade at all, was unconstitutional! In 1845, the Overseers of
Norwich, County Chenango, N. Y., sued the t’WD IncERsoLLs for
the penalty imposed upon the sale of rum in less quantity than five
gallons. The publicans pleaded, 1st. That two persons can not be
sued jointly ; 2nd. That the statute conflicted with the Constitution
of the States and was void. The judge decided against both pleas,
(i.) The law which calls for a licence to sell ‘ the dangerous article,’
was 1n 1345? made a plea for sUPPRESSING * Tem;mrrinm: Tavam;’
where only innocent refreshments were sold : with a view to secure
to the Traffic, not only the monopoly of drink-licence, but also the
exclusive pﬂw}f:g& of offering a g.a.fe acqﬂmmuda.tiun to the Traveller!
The Court decided that **no licence is necessary to authorize the

et s e 2

® Johnson's Reports, Xiv. . 231. Cowen's Reports, i. p.77. Wendell's Reports, xiil
xv, xix. Hill's Heports, i. 695; iil, p. 150; vi. p. 58, Denio's Reports, i pol0




 THE MAINE LAW. 261

business of Tavern-keeping, the right to do so being common to all
citizens,” In short, the demand of the law that the man who is
privileged to sell a dangerous article shall produce a certificate af good
moral character, is to be over-ridden by a writ of mandamus—and
when S. WARNER hoists his sign of ‘Entertainment’ (without
danger), the bloated Traffic shakes its fist in his honest face, and
calls upon the LAW to punish him for not getting a licence to do
mischicf!

§ 13'5{ MAINE, in 1846, after fierce struggling and legislative de-
bates, had the honor of first placing @ Prohibitive Liquor Law uponits
statute book ; but, as might have been predicted, while the law was
correct in itsprinciples, its adversaries took care to mar it in its
methods and sanctions. A law of the nature of the one in question—

osed to the interest, appetite, and custom of a considerable mino-
rity—could not be expected to escape evasion, unless it originated
a new executive machinery, orhad some peculiarlyeffective sanction :
nay, even in the best of cases, such alaw would have an ordeal to
pass through, and to starve out the established forces of the old
system. The Prohibitory Law of 1846, however, gave no power to
arrest the real offender—ithe liguor—but sought to sustain its provi-
sions by the old apparatus of fines. The rum-sellers sold secretly
where they could, but at all events sold, and when detected, paid
the fines out of the profits of the offence. The law did not allow the
liquor itself to be its own evidence, and thus gave room for the im-
moral sustainers of the Traffic to evade conviction by perpetrating
perjury. The law, it is true, was vindicated by penalties, but it did
not secure respect—for the liquor was left entrenched within the
borders of the Traffic. T'he Law failed because it was not as thorough
th its apparatus as in its prineiple.

Was the case, then, hopeless ? Must society, with the knowlege
and sufferings of a prodigious evil, sit down in despair of ever
removing it ? Not so, thought the friends of Temperance. If this
law is a failure, said the Hon. Near Dow, of Portland, there must
be a reason for it. Like other Prohibitory Laws, he perceived, it
denounced the wrong—>but, unlike them, it tolerated the instrument of
the wrong. A parallel to such legislation would have been to pro-
hibit Lotteries, Gambling, and Forgery,—and respect as ¢lawful’
property, the Lottery Ticket, the Gambler’s Dice, and the Forger’s
Dye. This was the doctrine he propounded, and henceforth, with
that energy and earnestness which distinguish him, he proclaimed
CONFISCATION OF THE LIQUOR AS THE practical CORRELATIVE OF THE
FRINCIFLE OF PROHIBITION—a guarantee, without which any liquor
law must ever prove adead letter. This, and no other, is the pe-
culiarity of what is called, by way of eminence, The Muine Liquor
Law. As pirated-books are now summarily burnt by our custom-
house officers, so confiscated liquor was to be spilt or otherwise
destroyed by the State officers, whenever discovered. In the agi-
tation for this measure, the same phanomena was observable in the
Btate of Maine which has been observed in British Society—the
Working Classes most loudly and unitedly demanded the destruction
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of the Traffic.* The ‘rummies,’ as they are called, stru i
desperation, and strained every IZI'EtI"ire:,jr but wered, utterf?lﬁtrt;tih
The Temperance party, under the leadership of Mr Dow, carried
the elections of 1849, and in May 1851, by an average vote of twe
to one, the Bill passed the Senate and House of Representatives,
and on the 2nd of June became Law, by receiving the Signature of
the Governor of the State.t+ Thislaw permitted the apparatus of the
Traffic to be received as evidence, just as are the implements of the
gambler and coiner, and conferred upon the officers the summary
power of destroying the liquor
Opportunity was allowed for diverting liquor to legitimave uses,
ordisposing of it beyond the State. This was embraced, and pre-
'ga:afmn made generally in the cities and towns to acquiesce in the
emands of the law, showing that law is a potent instrument in
creating, as well as expressing, public sentiment. Here and there,
however, several publicans had the temerity to retain their stores
of liquor, which became liable to seizure and destruction. The
first seizure and confiscation was made at Bancor, by order of the
Mayor; and on the glorious 4th of July, 1851, the City-Marshal
rolled out from the basement of the City Hall, ten casks of confiscated
liquor, and destroyed the whole in the presence of the people.
Soon after, Mr Dow, as Mayor of Portland, a city where great
wealth had been made by distilling, issued his search warrant on
accredited suspicion of Sale, and $2,000 worth of liquor was seized
and destroyed. On both occasions the populace witnessed the
destruction in respectful silence. Other seizures followed, and
nowhere did the law meet with any grave opposition. Liguors
smuggled from neighboring, non-Maine Law States, by various and
often ridiculous devices, quickly fell into the grasp of the marshals
and sheriffs, and received their legal doom. Drunkenness rapidly
diminished ; disorder disappeared ; almshouses grew desolate ; houses
of correction and gaols thinly inhabited or entirely closed; while
external signs of moral and social prosperity were everywhere visible.
Evasions of the Law suggested new clauses for meeting them, which
were passed by votes of 2 to 1. Farmers, it appears, were allowed
manufacture eider, and sell it in quantities of not less than 28

o

® # 7Tt ig observed in our large towns, in Liverpool amongst others, that the strong-
earnesiness to petition parlinment for a Public-house Reform is shown by the laboring
class; and the intensest of all, by the drunkards nmunﬂham. And a very touching
gpectacle it is to see them thrunginf to sign a petition like that just got up at Liver-
pool. Ofthe 10,000 eigners, nearly all are working men; and if they had the franchise
and the ballot, like the men of Maine, they would, like the men of Maine, doubtless,

| dosomething more than petition.”— Daily News.

4 'The law providas for the sale of aleohol for mechanicel and medicinal &muluﬂiqg
artistic and chemical purposes), by the appointment of a district ageut, under bonds,
and with & fixed salary. It does not coneern itself with the private acts of home
hrewing, or importation (indeed the laws of the Federal Union profect importation)in
the *original package.” It regards every man's home as his castle, and only seeks 1o
meddle with the cvert act of sale : confiscating all stoves of liguor of which a part has
been: sold, just as our revenue officers would seize a whole bale of goods ou proof of
any part of them having Leen smuggled. If a man takes a solemn oath that his liguor
ienot held for sale, the law cannot affect him, but regards the liquor as ¢ private pro-
m{ which may be held without sueh serious danger to sociely us mec
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gallons ; but it also, came under ban and forfeiture when found in
tippling-shops. : : P T
us here finish the history of the Law 1n _
lejgerlf:ar passed away, during which 1t_1rmd1ca.ted its power
for good, while faithfully executed. Its enemies attempted 1]'::]'. H;a.itg
to excite disturbanece of any serious kind : and at last resorted |
one of the vilest and most unserupulous conspiracies against justice
which history records. In May 1855 libels on the character of _Mr
Dow were privately circulated, and appeals made to the jealony _-_::-f
ihe law’s observance, The true history of the riot in Portland has
been generally ignored by the press of this country. It has been
represented Ly the © Honorable’ F. H. BERKELEY, that the truly
Honorable Near Dow had illicitly smuggled and sold liquor.®
The facts are these . The Portland board of aldermen appointed
the mayor and two aldermen as a sub-committee to take steps for
the establishment (pursuant to lfa.w) of a ¢ City ﬂggency’ for the sale
of aleohol for mechanical, medicinal, and chemical purposes only.
The mayor took steps accordingly ; and purchased a quantity of
liguor, which he ordered to be deposited in the City Hall. His
enemies immediately had it bruited about that NEATL Dow had
become a liquor seller on a large scale, 1n violation of his own law ;
and they obtained a warrant against him ¢ for having liquors unlaw-
fully in his possession.” The officer of the court which issued the
warrant, at once seized the Liquors in the City Hall. The case was
tried in a few days, and resulted in the following judicial decision :
¢ Firom the whole evidence, the court finds that these liquors were
¢ ordered by a Committee chosen by the board of aldermen for that
¢ purpose—that they were ordered for the city agency, and for lawful
¢ gale—that they were sent marked and invoiced to the city agency—
¢ ghat they were placed in the room which had been appmprw,ted
¢ for the city agency, and found in the possession of the city agent,
‘ Jegally appointed previous to this complaint. From these facts
¢ the court decides, that they were not kept by the defendant with
¢ an intent to sell in violation of the law, and that he is not guilty
¢of the charge made against him in the complaint. It is ordered,
¢ therefore, that he be discharged, and that the liquors seized by the
officer be returned to the city agent, from whom they were taken.’
Before the trial came on, however, a mob of persons assembled in

= The basest of these libels was taken up by natural affinity. and eagerly cirenlated,
111:’ that ‘ Honorable *adviser of the * Trade, who, after declaring (see Bristc! Mercury,
‘November 4, 1854) that the House of Commons had * a strange fancy for I gislating in
a hurry,” himselt pushed forward, with unrxampled haste. the Sunday Demoralization
Act! We refer to the honorable member deacribed by the Times ds an exquisite com-
Emml of fanatic and jester. But nis libel upon Mr Dow was worse than any jest.
ia words were, under date of July, 1855, as follows:— Mr Nesn Dow commenced
‘business ds a smuggler, and was actually detected selling lguors by stealth, Among
*those who now bully the people (! 1) there is a vast deal of Neal-Dow-ism." 'The Bully
of the Trade, it scems, nct content with patronizing Homa mobs and disturbers of
public meetings, must, in the exuberance of that *fellow feeling' which ' makes &o
wondrons kind, also champion the cause of Foreign blackguardism ; and grafuitously
and reellessly repradace calnmudes as wicked as they are groundless. We could not,
in jistice to My Dow, fo vilely aspersed’in a foreign eountry, refrain from marking
our own sense of the cowardly wrong, and pérpetuating the infamy of the calumniator.
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front of the City Hall, and became very riotous. They smashed the

windows of the hall, burst open the door, threw stones and brickbats,

and severely injured several of the police, To prevent them
breaking into thoe place, drinking the Eliquur, and cfmmitting frig]iinfluli
excesses, the mayor, after the Riot Act had been read, and blank
c.artndge fired in vain, ordered the millmT to fire with ball. Several
of the rioters were wounded, one of them killed, and the riot efficctually
quflletl. A coroner’s jury returned the following just verdict :—
j ' JouN Rogeys came to his death by a gunshot wound, a musket,
Plﬁtﬂl, or TET-’IJ].'F"E:I."}JEH, E}J(}t_ thl‘ﬁ'llg].l his 110{11." h}? sOINe persons
‘unknown to the inquest, acting under the authority and order of
“the mayor and aldermen of the city of Portland, in defence of the
“ city property from the ravages of an excited mob unlawfully con-
¢ gregated for that purpose near the City Hall, on Saturday evening,
¢ June 2, 1855, of which he, the said J. R. was found to be one.’
The friends of the Law, however, were destined to meet with a
reverse, which will simply have the effect of uniting them more
closely in political action for the future, and of making the law a
political test. At the State election in September, 1855, the vote
for the Maine Law candidate for Governor, was not only larger than
any Governor had ever before received, in the history of the State,
but greater by thousands than any other single candidate. But a
plurality of votes is requisite; and, by a vast expenditure of money,
supplied from New York, by secret influences, and an unsleeping
organization,—a combination of the Nebraska-Democracy, the
Hunker-Whigs, and the Rummies, contrived to defeat the united
Republican - Prohibition party. The opposition, though having
control of both branches of the Legislature and the Executive, after
six months’ proerastination, screwed its courage up to *low-water
mark,” and proposed a substitute for the world-famous law, but a
substitute so stringent, that in Britain it would be deemed no better
than its predecessor! Mr BarNes—a Whig Senator—introduced a
bill which actually involves the principle of the Maine-law: viz.,
 that no person shall keep a drinking-house or tippling-shop within
the State,” though in his accompanying report he alleges that “a
man may eat and drink what he likes, and that to interfere with
his doing so is to go beyond the true province of Government” !
Though the distilleries are now again at work,* and drunkenness
and crime rapidly on the increase ; though gaclers have returned to
their abandoned occupations, and for a time a state of things must
prevail which has not been witnessed in Maine for the last six
ears, the supporters of the law do not abate one jot of heart or hope.
E‘]ﬁﬂ reverse—and the workings of the modified system—will bub
furnish them with another lesson in political leadership, and with
fresh weapons of warfare: their phalanx will return again to the
conflict with a firmer tread, to realize a more complete and lasting

and reviving trade !—though the same veracious journal (and its copyists here
indnstrionsly affirmed that under the Maine Luw far more drink was consumed
ever before! How patriotic for the publicans to vote for ile repeal !

‘* Tha State of Maine newspaper announces this fact, as an illustralionof & wrif'm
than
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victory. We warn our readers against any inference unfavorable to
the Law, derived from this temporary political defeat. Political
parties may succeed with their schemes; but there is something
behind, which, sooner or later, will scatter their combinations to t-l:‘tﬂ
wind. The sound-hearted people, when the emergency comes,
rise up and control the profligate politicians: the Demos will conquer
the Ochlos. Hence, as the wisest of her statesmen have ever said,
the immediate future of American polilics can rarely be predicted. Nok
one nor many a defeat, can dishearten the authors of the Maine Law,
gince they never relied for success on political parties, but on the
truth and necessity of the measures proposed, and on the sense and
conscience of the country. Much less need British reformers be
discouraged by a temporary defeat of Prohibitory-law under the
culiar circumstances of a foreign state—circumstances which have
ittle or no application to ourselves. To despair of a Maine Law
because it has been for a time exiled from the place of its nativity,
would be more absurd than to despair of Christianity because it has,
for eighteen centuries, been banished from Judzea, where it was first
proclaimed. Politics will change, but truth remains; and as this
cause is built on no quick-sands washed by political tides, but on a
rock that no storm has ever yet disturbed,—our hopes remain. If
the question of Prohibition could be voted on at this moment by the
people of Maine, distinet from all golitical issues, no one doubts that
the principle would be upheld by an overwhelming majority.

[We are now enabled, in this third edition, to announce that our
anticipations are verified. The members-elect of the Legislature of
1857, are almost unanimously Maine-law, Anti-Slavery men—the
Rum governor is defeated by an adverse majority of 20,000 votes,
The Legislators of Aﬁrﬂ are indignantly rejected in September. |

§ 141. Reference has been made to the political parties orrosED
to the Maine Law, and it is important that the British public
should know who they are, and what reliance is to be placed on the

ressgang in their pay. This will be the key to the legal, legis-

tive, and official hindrances put in the path of the law. First,
then, of the great Rum-party, come the T'ragfickers, great and
small; in the cities three-fourths of the retailers being low foreigners.
Second, come the Rowdies, composed of ¢fast’ young men of the
wealthier classes, of men at ‘a loose end,” and of swindlers and
blackguards of various names and nations. Third, comes the Siave
ower, consisting of slave-traders, slave-holders, and their ¢ following,’
terary and legislative. Fourth, come the Professional Politicians
the opprobrium of the constitution, and large for a class:
including the odds and ends of various parties, the immoral and
unsuccessful debris of political action, with tallc and talents to be
disposed of by rule of dollars! The morality of some of these parties
may be illustrated by a passing incident. The Zimes of August 5th
1856, exposes the prevalence of slave trading in New York, and 115
fallacies of those who assert that the ‘Traflic’ in ¢ black diamonds’
¢annot be put down :—

““If one ship in four succeeds in effecting the run (from Africa to
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Ouba), the profits are so great that the return is a handsome oné—
aven lnt}llt(l].l]'lg' ﬂlﬁ cost of the Ehipﬂ, W]:Li{th are h‘-uﬂim{!ﬂ:ﬂy ﬂﬂﬂﬂiﬂ'ﬂd
to destruction... RoM figures largely in the traffic, as a medium *of
exchange.” [Thus of old; see § 69.] So great is the desire among
ﬂlﬁ negro P?pulq,tion of Africa for ram and ornaments, that parents
will sell their children, and husbands their wives, in order to obtain
possession of them. It is much to be questioned if the Traffic in
slaves was ever organized in a more eruel or destructive fashion than
1418 at the present moment, and the centre of this abominable trade
[as of the Rum power] is at New York...It is said that it cannat be
stopped. This is, in other words, to assert that precautions ad
at the port of departure are vain. 7his can searcely be so.
should not Portuguese merchants use the port of Liverpool as w
as the port of New York for the despatch of slavers—but that the
British authorities have suceceded in accomplishing that which the
authorities at New York have failed to accomplish? We can our-
selves scarcely suggest a remedy, other than that of bringing the
Emsaure of our cruisers to bear upon Cuba with still greater foree ;
ut, until the Traffic is stopped in the markets, nothing will be
effectually accomplished...The Altive was a schooner of 150 tons.
Four hundred Negroes were stowed on board. Those in the hold
had to lie down in ¢ spoon fashion.” During the passage 100 of the
Negroes died. We rejoice to add, that in ¢his case at least, the
slaver was found guilty, and sentenced to ten years’ imprisonment.”
_ Need we draw the parallel? Is there not, in the Vessel of the
Traffie, a terrible and fatal ‘middle passage,” whercin one-fourth of
all on beard perish? Why should not such a passage be classed as
piracy, and the instrument of carrying it on be confiscated and con-
signed to destruction? Why should not the market be shut up? If
it sought concealment, why not bring our police to bear upon it
twith still greater force? If the executive did not succeed in America,
why not here? If onme ship in four of the Traffic escape the
alertness of the legal cruisers, shall the law therefore be repealed,
and freedom and impunity declared to the other three? If prohi-
bition eannot do everything, shall it do nothing? If a little offence
arise where there is a clear law, are we to promote much offence by
having no law? The reader will draw his inference.

§ 142, The passingof the Maine Law inspired animmense and even
surprizing enthusiasm in other States. Synods and Conventions
rapidly succeeded each other; and their utterances were of the clearest
deseription. The Church saw and declared that the essential thing
for its success was the removal of the impediment of the Traffic; the
Citizen perceived that this measure was the measure of the time,
needful to secure the fruits of every other. In Dr CHEEVER’s expres-
sive language, ** Every interest of evil would go down, every interest
of good would _come up,” They looked and prayed for its advent a8
the Ancient Egyptian might wateh and wait for the rising of the
Nile, whose blessed waters shotild convert the parched earth into
the fertile field. On the 21st January, 1852, in the Trem‘ﬁnt?'emﬁﬂ

" Boston, the citizens assembled for the presentation of their peti-




TRIUMPH IN MINNESOTA. 267

o which 130,000 well-written signatures were attached,
mﬁ&j:; 60,000 voters. The Hon A. HunTiNGTOR, of Salem, said:
¢ @God speed the enterprize | It is a great cause, and can do more
for the welfare of the people than anything else.” It was borne on
a double sleigh to the State House, over a rich banner, on which was
inseribed, * THE VOICE OF M assacHUSETTS—130,000 PETITIONERS
v Fivor OF THE MAINE TeMPERANCE Law.”  Seven days
later, a ‘grand demonstration was made at Albany, the legis-
lative capital of ‘the Empire State.” The artillery company,
gorgeous sleighs filled with officers, guests, and ladies, monster rolls
of petitions, with 300,000 signatures, and half a mile of tectotalers
and Sons of Temperance, with splendid regalia, badges, banners,
and bands of music, assembled in the neighborhood of the Delavan
House, and after passing through the chief streets, entered by per-
mission the Assembly Chamber, where the meeting was called to
order by the veteran Colonel Camp, and the claims of the law enforced
by Dr Marsa and others. The law asked for was, *“ a law to prevent
Pauperism and Crime.” The petitions were referred to Select Com-
mittees, which reported acceptable bills, and assigned reasons. The
Senate reported that a greater number of petitioners had united in
therequest than had ever before been presented in behalf of any
measure. The Report in the Assembly, referring to the objection
that the people are not prepared for it, said: ‘ Objections of this
kind come with a bad odour from those who wish its non-enforee-
ment.” And indeed, we may add, it is to us a sorrowful moral
mystery, how men in this country, public writers and professed
teachers of the people, in referring to the contest in America, grasp
with avidity, and eirculate with glee, every report of a temporary
reverse which the friends of temperance may, and sometimes must
sustain ; gloating, as it were, over the supposed failure of the latest
instrumentality devised for abating the great source of moral wreck,
domestic discord, and social disorganization! That the law should
not be early passed in New York—the centre of Foreignism, and
the stronghold of the Slave Trade and the Rum Traffic—was to be
expected. No doubt, also, it will be one of the last places in which
it will be executed, when passed. There, as here, the Slave Trade
is declared Piracy, but somebody is not ¢ prepared’ to give up the
trade ; it is so profitable! If this be true—Then pity ’tis, ’tis true,
But what is there for a Max to rejoice about in such a fact ?

From Maine the impulse spread to MiwNEsora; this territory
arriving second at the goal. The law passed both houses of the
Legislature in March 1852, with the proviso that it be submitted for
approval to the people. The people at once gave it their imprimatur,
and 1t became the law of the territory. (Singular to say, the
Supreme Court pronounced it to be unconstitutional for its having
been submitted to the people; but the Legislature did not repeal it.)

In RuopE Isnanp, the people at the Spring election returned a
Legislature that (March 7th) enacted the Law in the Senate without
acount, and in the Assembly by 47 votes against 27; being the
#hird in this race of social redemption, In Provipence, a Maine-
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law Mayor was returned by a majority of a thousand votes. This
gentleman, the Hon. A. C. Barstow, said, at the 17th Annive
of the Temperance Union, held May 12th, 1853, in New York :—
‘He was proud to represent Rhode Island, which, first of the
¢ States, elucidated the principles of religious liberty. Though not
“the first in this cause, he could claim for her the honor of havi
¢if not the genius to lead, at least the humility and virtue to follow,
A prohibitory law has existed for siw years, under which 26 out of
€32 towns, have steadily refused to give licence.’ -
§ 143. The struggle continued in the Legislature of MAssAcHU-
SETTS—a State destined, however, to be fourth in the race, Petitions
poured in. One hundred and eighty thousand petitioners prayed
for the Law, and the Select Committee to whom the matter was
referred, gave the petitioners a hearing, and were addressed in
ublic by the Hon. Near Dow, the Rev. O. E. Oramaw, Dr
YMAN Bercoer, Rev. Jouw Pierront, and C, W. GoobricH.
The Committee reported a Bill containing the essential features of
the law, but stipulating for the manufacture and use of alecholic
liquor for all necessary and useful purposes. The debates were re-
markable for eliciting brilliant appeal and important facts, Though
this state is, perhaps, the best educated one of the whole federation,
and possesses great industry and wealth, it had not, by these social
means, even aided by the most remarkable Temperance movement
the world has ever seen, operating ever since the year 1813, and
with unexampled success since 1826,—it had not, we say, succeeded
in preserving the Commonwealth from a frightful sum of Intem-
* perance, Pauperism, and Crime. Above 8,600,000 were annually
expended on the retail Traffic, which involved a further cost for
Pauperism, of $2,000,000. Nearly a thousand Idiots were found
in the State, the children of the Intemperate.
Commillals for Criminal Offences, in Massachuselts, in 1851,
To Gaol for Crime ...... 6,666, of whom 2,261 were intemperate = 34 per cent.
To Houses of Correction 3,175, ditto 1,588 ditto =80
The Hon. Mr Poaeroy ably replied to several objectors. *The
¢ principle had always existed in legislation : it was nothing new
3 Eera, Ring the changes on ‘ human liberty’ if you intend to rope
¢ and confine your victims ! If we deprive any man by this bill of
¢ his liberty—it is of his liberty to do wrong, for which he never
¢ had the right.” It finally passed both houses by large majorities—
and was signed by the governor May 22nd, 1852. _ -
Four victories won within the year, and still the tide of battle
rolled on. The cry was set up, notwithstanding twenty years’
agitation for No-licence,—of ‘premature action.” Dy the doubting,
the season for preparation is never used, as that of success never
comes. Certainly we would not wed—
¢ Rash hasie, half-sister to delay.'

Neither would we counsel worse marriage with the whole-sister—
¢ Procrastination—the thief of time.’

Hear the instructive answer of Dr MaRrsH, on behalf of the
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American Temperance Union:—¢ Vast multitudes said, They were
¢ prepared for it; and what would another generation be without
€it?7 What were we fast becoming under our present Licence Laws
¢ with the waves of a foreign population rolling in upen 115%
¢ Nothing better, but conlinually worse. They wish to impose no
¢ Jaw upon the people by force; but when a people demand a law
¢ for protection against the Traflic, they do require that it shall not
‘ be holden from them, because that, by the craft to be destroyed,
¢ distillers, brewers, and venders have their wealth. In demand-
¢ ing protection, they relax no effort of moral suasion. The vast
: i.n.%ux of a foreign population, their deep sensuality; their readi-
‘ ness to engage, in all towns and cities, in the liquor trade; the
¢ ease with which they procure a licence, and the corrupting in-
¢ fluence of their liquor-shops, are viewed with much anviety by all
“who love their country. In five years, 1,041,238 immigrants
“arrived in New York alone—persons who knew nothing of our
¢ habits—who lock from afar upon this as the land of licence [and
“ these, at least, are prepared]—prepared to be the pillars of this
¢ Temple of the Demon of Blood. s one of the results, notwith-
¢ standingmillions of teetotalers, we are vast consumers of intoxicating
 drinks—an average of sixz gallons a head of ale and spirits to all
¢ our population above childhood! For the year ending June, 1850,
¢ there were 27,000 criminals! On the day of the completion of
¢ the census, the whole number in prison was 6,702, of whom 2,460
¢ were foreign. Of the Paupers fed by us, 68,638 were of Foreign
‘birth ; only 66,434 Americans,’*

Gallant VermonTt, the ¢ Green Mountain State,” in December
1852, came fifth in the realization of this Prohibito-Protective Law ;
the legislature submitting the time of its action to the decision of
the people. On the 5th Janfiary, at Rutland, in a State Conven-
tion, the people expressed their viva voce satisfaction in the law
with immense enthusiasm, and on the 6th February, 1853, affirmed
the law by their votes.

On the 9th of October, 1856, Governor FreTcHER, in delivering
'I.:El;a annual message to the Senate and House of Representatives,
observes :—‘ My confidence in the power and duty of the Legisla-
:'Iru.re to prohibit the Traffic in intoxicating liqunga as a hevﬁlmge
¢ remains unshaken...Coming from all portions of the Commonwealth,
¢ you have personal knowlege of the practical operation of this law,
y ;:;i ig'.:.:; ;:cdagmjt]wi;;u EEL'(."BH??HE}% ::.?mhpurpmes Jor which it was

A ne oua, rom such a person i
place, speaks volumes. 5 5 4 1L such) 3
ICHIGAN came sixth; and on the law being submitted to
people as to the time of its operation, they Vﬂteﬁ, by nvﬁrwhelmtulll;
majorities, for its immediate action. The Liquor party, of course
what resistance they could—feed the lawyers, bribed the legisi

e e ot B o i,

Lt e .
* In Philadelphia, out of 5000 tenants of the 4lmsh i
L8 DLLE, ouse in 1851, 2709 were drunk
men, and 897 drunien women. Total Panper-recruita ¥roy nHovsks n?rumrn; ::

REGULATE THE TRAFFIC in one single city. 3 T7a li
&rs, not 100 are native Americans, & § g e baiiontaRTS e
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lators, and appealed to the judges. Nevertheless, justice
done, In 1555, seven out of the Eight +'|:.u:]g|3u, of f?;E;Ie Supr:;[:m
affirmed the ¢ constitutionality’ of the faw_

§ 144. Onthe 10th March, 1853, in answer to attemptsmade by the
Traffic to misrepresent the law, the people of MassacHuserTs held
the largest Temperance Convention which had ever assembled in
B“Ftﬂﬂ: ﬂ-ﬂd Dagaed some expressive resolutions of approval without
asingle dissentient. One was—¢ That this law is to be regarded as
“the Tolal Abstinence pledge of a whole State—[in regard to the sale
“and purchase]—and that it is a duty to God and humanity, for the
“State as for every individual, to keep the pledge unbroken ; and
“we believe in the manifest destiny of this law, to spread, ulti-

mately, with the spread of the Anglo-Saxon race’ Eyils
predicted to arise from the ewecution of the law—as broils,
fights, resistance, and injury to commerce,—turned out to be vision-
ary. By the operation of the law, indeed, Manufacturers and Ven-
ders were subjected to inconvenience and loss, but generally no

eater than is often experienced in changes not decreed by law, but

emanded by the caprice or progress of society. Pullic-houses sub-
milting to the law lost this one branch of revenue, and still prospered
in their ﬁm}mr eapacity as Inns; while others, in ceasing to exist,
proved that they were not necessary as inns.

In some of the larger commercial towns, owing to that Foreign
influence and “Trade connection’ which sustain the prohibited
Slave-Trade, the law was not enforced. In Bosrow, for example,
things went on much as before : though a strong protest against the
neglect was drawn up by a large minority of the council. In fact,
:jfust prior to the passing of the law, above 700 licences were granted

or a year by the city government. The anthor, in this year (1853),
was personally cognizant of much dissipation and intemperance in
Boston ; and found its social condition, in many respects, an unen-
viable contrast to that of towns where the Magistracy virtuously
enforced the law. = Citizens in the interior had only to visit Boston,
in order to discover the merits of the law, by the logic of contrast.

In September 1853, the author was gresent-, as an English repre-
sentative, at the World’s Temperance Convention in the city of New
York. It was mnever his fortune to witness such magnificent and
unanimous meetings as then assembled within the vast Metropoli-
tan Hall—including hundreds of delegates,—the very elite of
gociety—from the sea border to Wisconsin, and from Canada and
Nova Scotiato New Orleans, Shortly afterwards he was present,
by invitation, at the State Convention at Boston, where, in that
centre of intelligence and wealth, he found the leading minds of the
country unanimous in their earnest support of the Law. The Hon.
Horack Manx, the Venerable Dr Beecuir, Dr EDWARD BEECHER,
Professor Stowe, Lioyp GarrisoN, Judge Hoar, Dr GANNETT,
TueoDORE PARKER, and the Rev. Joux PIERPoNT, Were amongsh
the distinguished persons taking part in the proceedings. Political
questions, in the enthusiasm enlisted in this ai_':usurbmg topic, were
laid aside as of minor moment. Men of opposite creeds and parties
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1 on this subject. In short, we witnessed the Preah e of the
ﬁ]ﬂ?i;s:fé universal ti'iumph of this cause in the United -tatEﬂE&
triumph as certain and necessary in ancla.lf 1]-:i]]:sﬂnnaELt::]_:nIt:uarnt as the

:on of the planets, or the succession of the seasons.
reE-:]riEtéﬂth S%:a.te of Ox1o had been strongly moved by the Pro-
hibitory question ; and amongst the agitators we may name General
Cary, a man of singular eloquence and power—a lawyer by profes-
sion, but, by good fortune, able to devote his talents and energy to
a ‘cause’ which involves the wholesale prevention of broils and dis-
putes—the rectification of the wrongs of a Nation. Petitions, with
950,000 signatures, were presented to the Legislature of 1852-3.
Ohio subsequently suppressed the sale for use on the premises.

In Wiscoxsix, this year, the Maine Law was lost by a single vote ;
while Inpraxa passed a law bordering upon it in stringency. The
old law in Wisconsin made the vender responsible for damages;
while, by another law in Iowa, every dram-shop is declared a
nuisance, which may at once be broken up and exterminated. Bu#
these enactments all spared the liquor—and hence not one of them
has answered its end—or superseded the necessity of a Maine Law.
All other laws allow the vender to transplant his machinery and
material of mischief—which is the same folly as if a Victorious
General should liberate his prisoners as fast as they were made—a
course that, in recruiting the forces of the enemy, would speedily
put an end to his own victories.

The year 1854 was a year of mingled success and disappointment.
In March, a Prohibitory Law passed the NEw Yorx Legislature
with very large majorities, but was unexpectedly vetoed by Governor
Seymour. This created great excitement, and lost him his office
at the fall election, MyroN H. Crark being trimmphantly carried by
the Temperance party. In various States sharp remedies were
attempted for abating the evils of the Traffic. In Greensboro’,
AzaBama, the liquor licence was raised to $1000 ; in Marion, Ala-
bama, to £3000. In PENNSYLVANIA, the question was submitted to
the people, and lost only by a majority of 3,000 votes against, in a
poll of nearly 300,000.

§ 145. By way of compensation for the New York disappoint-
ment, there was an important success achieved in that

Vestal State, which power could not subdue
Nor promise win—like her own eagle's nest,
Sacred—the San Marino of the West,

After a reign of two years in Old Coxxecricur, the Licence Sys-
tem was abolished ; and on the 16th June, 1854, a Maine-Law was
carried by a vote of 148 to 61 in the popular branch of the Legisla-
ture, and 13 to 1 in the Senate. The Law was fixed to go into
operation on the 1st of August, and was sure to be executed, for at
the head of the State was Governor Durton, a good lawyer and
staunch temperance man—worthy descendant of

Men who sway'd senates with a statesman's soul,
And look'd on armies with a leader's eye—

Names that adorn and dignify the seroll
Whose leaves contain their country's history.
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Thus Connecticut became the seventh State. which. i
of Maine, had adopted a Prohibitory Lu,w—’ﬂ?:a lﬂi{tﬁnwﬁﬁihwgﬁ
been fired to emulate her wisdom in thres years.

The Governor, the Hon. HeNrY Durrow, in a letter dated New-

haven, October 20, 1854, says :—‘The law has been thoroughly

executed, with much less difficulty and opposition than was antici-

pated. In no instance has a seizure produced anvy wener
excitement. Resistance o the law would bﬂpllllpﬂlm]&r intjl; it ]J;;
been found in ‘vain’ to set it at defiance. The longer the beneficial
results of the law are seen and felt, ths more ﬁ?mll.r it becomes
established...Connecticut, by her own law, and by the laws of the
adjoining States of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, is now effectu-
ally guarded against the invasion of one of the worst enemies of the
uman race on all sides except the west. The principal obstacle in
the way of complete success, consists in the importation of liquors
from the city of New York into this State, in casks and demijohns,
professedly for private use.” Thus we again see that the drawbacks
arise, not from too much, but too little law, as regardsits extension.

The New Haven Advocate says: ¢ From all parts of the State,
the tidings continue to come to us of the excellent workings of the
Connecticut Liquor Law. The diminution of intemperance, the
reduction of crime and pauperism, the better observance of the
Sabbath, etc., are the theme of rejoicing from every quarter. Men
who voted against the law, and who have heretofore been the bitter
opponents, are now its firm friends.”

In January, 1855, the Massachusetts Law was amended ; a section
relating o the seizure of liquor made °constitutional,” and some
stringent penalties added, including a clause making the Seller
liable to be sued by the wife of the drinker, when damages could
be proved to be the result of the drinking. In New JERsEY a
prohibitory law passed the House, but was negatived in the Senate
by a majority of one.

On the 8th February, 1855, Inprawa placed herself eighth in the
race of prohibition, by overwhelming majorities, appointing the law
to commence from the 12th June. The decision was welcomed in
the capital, Indianopelis, by rounds of artillery, the ringing of bells
from every steeple in the city, and other tokens of public satisfaction
and joy. ' Indiana has had the full operation of the law arrested
for a time, through the indecision and imbecility of her Courts.

On the 16th of the same month, the legislature of Innmwors pro-
hibited, with Maine Law sanctions, all tippling-houses, but allowed
the manufacture of cider and wine, and their sale in not less than
five gallons. The people, however, vetoed the measure.

On the 20th of February, 1855, little DELawARE (by a vote of 11
to 10 in the House) promptly passed a protective Law, the ninth
star in the banner of Prohibition : the Dirigo to the tardy South.

In July, 1856, Mr T. B. CoursEy, in announcing that the
Judges had unanimously sustained the law, says :—‘ Our law,
which has not been more than half executed, has greatly diminished
drunkennesg, and almost entirely stopped the sale,. We now look
forward to its more vigorous execution,”
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§ 146, On the 12th April, 1855, completing protection to the
fuérléeat Tree States of the West, came Iowa. Though fenth in
the race of absolute Prohibition, it must be recorded that Iowa was
one of the first to declare the traffic a nuisance, The constitu-
tionality of the Law has been sustained by the highest Courts. It
in now vigorously enforced in KEOKUE, a city of some 8,000 }qhnr
bitants. Mr KiNeoURNE, the Mayor, says 1_:11&3::& is not a physician,
lawyer, or merchant, who partakes of intoxicating hwemges_.

New HamesHirg, in the meanwhile, had been approaching the
desired consummation—two successive Assemblies I!md passed the
Bill. but the Senate, which is so elected as to make it the mere tool
of the Central Oligarchy, vetoed the proposal. Norra CAROLINA,
in February, passed a prohibitory measure through the House by a
vote of 11 to 10. Restrictive measures were adopted in Texas and
‘Missssreer, and in other States the initial agitation was commenced
for the Law of Maine. On the 10th March, 1855, the Assembly
of Wisconsiy passed the law by a vote of 42 to 23 ; the Senate
concurred, but the Governor vetoed it. The political party which
had been dominant for forty years in NEw HampsaTRE was this
month totally annihilated for its opposition to the Law, good men
of all parties (including some of its own) uniting in the defeat.

The territory of NEBRAsSEA, about this period, passed a Maine-
Law, in the wake of Towa, fearing lest the tipplers and Traffickers
of that State would be induced to cross the line, and over-run their
territory. She was eleventh in the race.

§ 147. Next, not least, the four years’ labor of the Maine-Law

in the Empire State was now to be consummated. In April,
1855, a Prohibitory Bill (somewhat marred from the original model)
passed the Senate of New York by 21 votes to 11, and the lower
House by 80 to 45: and on the Tth April received the signature of
the Hon, Myrox H, CrArg, the Governor, who had been elected
on that issue, after one of the severest and closest strugeles on re-
eord. This State, therefore, arrived twelfth at the goal. An idea
may be formed of the inveteracy of the opposition, from the fact
that on the day of the Bill passing the Assembly, points of order
were called to for nearly three hours in succession, in order to ex-
haust the patience of the House ; motions being made to commit to
seleck committees, committees of conference, and to a committee of
the whole house, When the vote passed, the last move was a
motion to ‘reconsider the vote,” which was lost by 31 to 84. The
day selected for the law coming into effect was the 4th of July—the
anniversary of the day on which they declared their emancipation
from foreign rule—a day than which none could be better for inau-
gurating a legal campaign against the Tyranny of the Traffic.*

e L

* In England, the event was celsbrated on thatday by the Grand * Alliance* Féte in
tha beautiful grounds of Elvaston Castle, near Derby, a seat of the Vice-President,
the Right Honorable the Earl of HarBINGTON, on which oceasion two fine yo
:‘EGE (an 5?31:;:2 and an %ﬂ lish BPEUTE:} were plantedin the presence of 10,000

ersons, calle f—gn i ! ':
e oo o Alliange 1@ ragord of the eveut literally graved mpon
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148, Tt is difficult for persons not personally conversan :
ﬂlg social state of New York to undemti:i.nd the Ey;mat need :f Thif:
reform, and what is meant by ‘the dangerous classes’ which the
Maine Law is so well caleulated to modify and improve, if it can be
efficient'y executed by honest rulers, instead of being committed to
place-men and mob-representatives. We take up a file of papers,
and 1in a Boston one note an incident, under date of June, 1854 :

¢ Another occurrence of much moment was the bloody riot in
¢ Brooklyn, N.Y., on Sunvay. Thirty persons were more or less
¢ seriously iniured by fire-arms, stones, and clubs. The ficht was
¢ between the ¢ Know-nothings’ and the Irish ; the latter being, in
¢ this case, the aggressors, though excited by false reports of the
¢ intentions of their enemies to attack them,

“On the same day, two riots occurred in New York city, between
* hostile fire-companies, which required the strong arm of the police
*to suppress. 1he frequent recurrence of these scenes of lawlessness
¢ and violence are alarming indications of the depreciation of the moral
¢ tone of the community, and naturally fill the hearts of thoughtful
men with fear and trembling for the stability of our Republican
* institutions, since the only foundation of these is the intelligence and
“ morality of the community.

They are bad friends of Freedom here who cannot sympathize
with the efforts to get rid of that Traffic which lies at the root of all
this danger. The friends of the Law, notwithstanding its triumphank
passage through the Legislature, knew but too well the difficulties
they would have to encounter in its execution, through the opposi-
tion of officials and lawyers interested by the Traffic, or representing
the loose and immoral part of the community, They commenced
their work of preparation, however, in a noble spirit. Governor
CrLARE, in his message to the Legislature, had said :—

¢That the good results hoped for from the legislation recom-
¢ mended, are legitimate to it, several of the New England States,
¢ ggpecially Maine and Connecticut, furnish the most gratifying
¢ gvidence., The steady diminution of crime and pauperism in the
¢ States referred to, with a consequent and corresponding reduction
¢ of taxation, and the new impulse given to almost all industrial
¢ pursuits, by the transformation of those who were once a burden
¢ upon the State into producers of wealth, constitute an argument in
¢ favor of the policy advocated, which, while it carries conviction
¢ to the statesman, will be no less appreciated by the multitude,
¢ unskilled though they may be in casuistry, hui; alap undebased by
¢ appetite and unperverted by interest. If anything is to be learned
¢ from the example of other States, or to be deduced from our
¢ increased experience, it should be made available to our use;
¢ and our legislation, upon all subjects, should keep pace with our
¢ advancing intelligence, always expressing the highest truth we j].m-:l'.
¢ yeceived, and reaching forward to the greatest good attainable.

§ 149. On the 13th of August, 1855, the last of the New England
States, New Hampsuirg, placed herself thirteenth in the race of
Prohibition. This was a crowning victory, which tended at once to

e A e —— B
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sustain law in the adjoining States, and to temper the reverse
of the fntﬂ::}aﬁng year, to x:.lrhiuh we shall presently al}Jude. Governor
MercarF, elected for a second time, in his annual message to the
Legislature, 1856, said that *the act is having a salutary effect. It
¢ §¢ snore f];ffy ?'E;'H.{IT‘{TE{H.II. rigiid prfmﬂ;caﬂy susiained than any Llﬂ&ﬂﬂ'ﬂ
¢ Law we ever had in the State. In many towns the sale of intoxi-
¢ gating liquors is wholly abandoned, and in oiihem, it is sold only,
¢ gg other penal offences are committed, in secret.

There 18 a Prohibitory-Law also in force in one of the States
gouth of ‘Mason’s and Dixon’s line.” The Ga.llatlp Argus contains
the copy of ‘‘ An act to prohibit the sale and gratuitous distribution
of liquors within police district No. 1, of the county of Cupram,”
in the State of Mississippl. No more licences shall be granted,
‘and only druggists and apothecaries may sell, *for strictly medicinal
purposes.” The penalg for the first violation of the act is $100
fine, and ten days in the county gaol; second offence, $200, and
imprisonment in the county gaol not exceeding thuty days. This
Prohibitory-Law was approved on the 6th of March, and took effect
on the 1st day of May, 1856.

The Rev. E. W. Jackson, writing in October 1856, says :—*“ The
law in New Hampshire works like a charm. It will be an easy
matter to close up the last grog-shop in the State.”

§ 150. It is important to understand that the Legislative oppo-
nents of the Maire-Law never propose reverting to the old system
of irresponsibility : on the contrary, they propose measures so strin-
gent that, in Great Britain, the most respectable Traffickers would
prefer to make a clean sweep of it altogether. The New York
Herald, a rum, pro-slavery, but widely circulated paper, thus
records the debate in the Legislature in 1853 :—

* The temperance excitement has nearly reached its zenith. The
friends and opponents of the Maine Liquor Law have each presented
their reports. Mr DEwEY commenced reading the report, and the
manner of his reading, and the classical language in which the report
18 couched, very soon attracted the closest attention of every member
of the House, and the whole immense auditory. It was soon per-
ceived that the fanatical Maine Liquor Law had been grappled by a
master mind. WinLram DEWEY, of Jefferson county, by this great
affort, has signalized himself in a most eonspicuous degree, and his
production, presented to the Legislature and the people this day,
will do incaleulable bencfit in arresting the progress of fanaticism,
This committee—DMessrs. DEWEY and ObpELL—propose to regulate
the sale of liquor by electing a Board of Excise, with power to issue
licences ; retailers in towns and villages containing over one thou-
sand voters shall pay for licence the sum of one hundred dollars ; in
places containing two thousand and upwards, two hundred dollars—
$0 sell nothing but liquor, and that to adults only—in taverns: not
to be suld to any citizen, but to travellers alone—retailers to be st
ject to pay all damages which may ocecur from intoxicated persons—
and punishment to be inflicted for selling to minors.”*

i

—

* Governor PoLLocCK, in his message to the Penusylvanian Legislature, 16856, shows
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After the passing of the Law in New York in 1856, the Rum
party are known to have paid $10,000 to two leading journals for
space to oppose the Law, and Lawyers were employed to
hquﬂr cases to ﬂl&. minor courts: many J'ndge,u sustained the Law
(see § 8)—some adjudicated against it—not, mark , its principle, but
its methods of action. When the verdict was in favor of the Bisw,
the case was moved to the °Court of Appeals,’ where the eight
Judges had to decide the points together. Pending these suits
and appeal, no eflicient action could be taken—in short, in all
localities where such appeals were made, the Law virtually ceased.
Yeb, such was the public opinion in its favor—snch the respect of
the genuiné American population for ‘the States’ collected Will’—
that over fwo-thirds of the vast area of New York State the Law
was implicitly obeyed and honored.* What the state of things was
in the fall of 1855, the journals of the day witness. The New
York Reformer says:—‘ This law has done a wonderful deal of
good since 1t went into effect, notwithstanding the Herculean efforts
of its foes to render nugatory its beneficent provisions. We advocate
a ‘Fusion’ of the virtuous and order-loving of all parties to sustain
it. Unprincipled political leaders may denounce the *fanaticism’
that labors to ameliorate the condition of humanity, and will seek
by every means to chain the wheels of Reform to the jug-gernaut
of conservatism—in vain!” The Saratoga FHelper says:—**It is
true the law has not been properly enforced, but when, before, was
there ever such superhuman efforts made to oppose and break doun
the law ? When, before, has a class banded together, raised
sums of money, and openly defied the legal authorities ? The resis-
tance does not come from the people—it is the desperate struggle of
a bad business to maintain itself in the public regard. Against
this bitter, unrelenting opposition, the friends of right have had to
oppose the doubtful bulwark of an untried law—have had to feel
their way carefully in administering it—and they are suffering all
the inconvenience of the delay of the courts.”

On the 16th January, 1856, Governor CLARE, in his message to
the Legislature at Albany, thus manfully referred to the Law :—

¢ Notwithstanding it has been subjected to an opposition more
¢ persistent, unscrupulous, and defiant than is often incurred by an
“act of Legislation,—and though legal and magisterial influence,
‘oftan acting unofficially and ewtra-judicially, have combined to
¢ render it inoperative, to forestall the decision of the Courts, wresh
‘the Statute from its obvions meaning, and create a general distrust
¢in, if not hostility to, all legislative restrictions of the traffic in

i

that no one believes in the old system, *“That the laws (previously) in existenee
were imperfect, and failed to check or control the evils of intemperance, is o proposition
too plain to be donbled.”

* |t is a significant incident, showing how the most respectable classes regard the
gale of spirits fortippling pnrposes as a social Nuisance, that when bands of women
in the West, and even in Cattarsugas county, New York—not drupken,noisy womes,
such as led the Exeter bread riot, but quiet, well dressed, persiatent lmnq-hn:
gone to the grog shops, broken the kegs and demijohne, and poured out the lignor

aacrifice to the Household Gods, juries have, upon prosecution, invarisbly scquitted.
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tintoxioating liquors,—it has still, outside of our large cities, beon
cmme;i The iﬂﬂ:lgm? is visible in @ marked diminulion
¢ ils it sought lo remedy. ’

%;gﬂﬂgmﬁunif the Governor's remark may be given out of
many. The Mayor of Albany intimated to his police, that if they
medgied with the law at all, they should be dismissed ! The
Recorder of New York told the Grand Jury not to entertain_an
complaints ! Yet the parties who initiate such proceedings publi
o the world the failure of a law which they never tried !—wishing .
the people to forget that a law can no more work itself than can a

ysician’s recipé. That some members of a family prevent the sick

member from taking the physie, is surely very absurd as an argu-
ment against the wisdom of the preseription ! N3

§ 161, At last came the anxiously looked for decision of the New
York Courtof Appeals, at Albany. To English minds, the whole affair
has a strange aspect ; for we find the Court sitting, not to expound
and apply the Law to the State, but to cRITICISE or ARRAIGN it—
constituting itself, in point of fact, an tmperium in imperio, with
at least an obstructive faculty! This Court is composed of four
Judges elected to it, and of four Justices of the Supreme Court.
The Judges on this occasion were—DENTO, ALEXANDER S. JOHNSON,
Comstock, and SerpEN. The eurrent Justices were—MircHELL, of
the first district ; WrigET of the third ; HusBa®rD, of the fifth ; and
Tromas A. Jomansox of the fourth, The cases were entitled,
¢ People versus Wynchamer,” and *‘ People versus Toynbee.” As
the point is of some interest, though a difficulty peculiar to the New
York Act, we give our analysis of the decision of the Judges :—

1st. The published propositions of the Court collectively were as
follow :—

“1. That the Prohibitory Act, in its [method of ] oPERATION upon
[legally licensed] property in liquors existing in hands of any eciti-
zens when the Act took effect, is a violation of the provision of the
Constitution of this State, which provides that no person shall be
“ deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law.’
This Court is of opinion that THE vaRrTOUS [unspecified] provisions,
prohilitions, and penalties substantially destroy the property, ete.

¢1II. That, inasmuch as the Act does not piscRIMINATE between
liquors existing in hand [legally licensed for sale] when it took effect,
and such as might be acquired [allowed] by manufacture or impor-
tation, and [so] does not countenance® any defence based upon the
[constitutional] distinction,—it cannot [on account of smergurry, or
excessive generality] be sustained in respect to such liquor, whether
on hand or acquired ; ALTHOUGH ALL THE JUDGES} ARE OF OFINION

e

* But it does not prevent the Judges from countenancing such a distinction, if
sound ; it allowed three montha' interval of notice, before cnn:Fing into effect. c

+ HowARD'S practice Reports, contain only the opinions, ot the confused summ

of the three propositions. Mr DEN10 gave nowritten c:;;in:iun, thuuéh against Eﬂ
law. His decision, therefore, as evidence, on authority, goes for nothing. WaicaT,
Mrrcngry, SELDEN, and the Jorxsons explicitly sustain the right to prohibit sale gf
liguor on hamd; it is disputed only by GomsTock and HvueBARD, mf their reasons
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THAT IT WOULD BE COMPETENT FOR THE LEGISLATURE TO PASS BUCH
AN Acr, except as to some of the forms of proceeding to enforee it,

vided such act shall be plainly prospective as to the
Ipizgtf on which it should operate. o [exact] PI'D-

“III. That the proceedingina Courtof Special Sessions authorized
by the said Act, is unconstitutional and void, on the ground that ths
party accused is thereby deprived of the right to trial by jury,
guaranteed by the Constitution.”

‘We do not see much to dispute about in reference to the meaning
of this judgment. We know not whether the language of these
propositions is that of the judges themselves (one or more) or of
some Clerk or Reporter: it is certainly very clumsy ; and as certai
not ambiguous. Noting the significance of its allegations, but
doubting its law, we find that it comes to this :—

I. That the New York Act has several legal flaws in it ; but thag
its legislative opsEcT and PRINcIPLE is Constitutional, and only re-
quires amending in its expression and process.

II. That one of its technical flaws consists in giving to the judges
no distinet principle of discrimination te apply to actual cases, being
g0 general in its phraseology as, if not to contradict, at least not to
countenance, an acknowleged principle of the Constitution (the
judges themselves being disinclined to diseriminate). That, for
example, no due provision (of notice or compensation) is made as to
property legally held bdefore it is declared illegal ; and no clear
instruction given to the subject as to what property may be acquired.

III. That the process of enforcing the law through penalties in a
Court of Special Sessions is a denial of the right of Jury.

There seems, we confess, some little reason in the second
position (which, as regards ¢ property in hand,’ is part of Proposi-
tion I.)—reason for amending the law, not disputing it. As to the
third we do not comprehend it, Is it a fact that all laws in America
are evecuted only through juries? Is the man accused of robbery,
stript of his personal property only after a jury of his peers has
decided so by verdict? Is there mo summary conviction in the
United States! How are infringements of revenue laws dealt with?
Has the Legislature of a country no right to set up even a new
process of Law to enforce the laws? If not—does the °Con-
stitution’ discriminate, judge, and enforce itself? Wonderfal
¢ Constitution’ ! '

In regard to Proposition II, however, it appears to us that the
duty of the judges was to carry out the obvious intentions of the
law, under such limitations of its generality as tJlE'CDDEtltI:'l‘tmnﬁl
Rights might require and fix.* The only two points, of impos-
tance, then, are these :—

o

are very satisfactorily met by their compeers. On the main principle of the law, there-
fore, w?hswe 5 to 2 in favor of its constitutionality. How, in the face of the opinions
themselves, the phrase * all the Judges' gotinto No. 11, we cunnotdivine. ‘

+ S0 T. A, Jounsox, forthe law, expresaly agreed. “If the language is susceplidle
of interpretation in barmony with the declared object of an enactment, Eii“;tl: 1:;
bound to give it that interpretation. They can only give a construction W
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a) Can the Legislature ¢ constitutionally decree that property on
Rkand, at a given time, is contraband when used in a given way?

(b) Did the New York Act so ¢ constitutionally’ decree liquor-
on-hand to be contraband for certain uses !

To the first (¢) the Court unaNIMOUSLY answers—** It ¢s compe-
tent.” To the second (¥) some of the judges reply, The Act does
not express itself with sufficient specificness and discrimination.

One thing, then, is very certain : that the Law is not prohibited
because it is @ Maine Law, or because it forbids the sale of liquor (on
hand, or otherwise for certain purposes ), but BECAUSE IT DOES NOT DO
YHIS WITH SUFFICIENT DISTINCTNESS AND PRECISION. The right to
prohibit, says Proposition 1L, is agreed upor by all; and upon no
other point are the judges so unanimous! The friends of Prohibi-
tion, therefore, should not be discouraged : it 1s their enemies,
rejoicing in the legal defeat of a law which they previously’ sought

ractically to defy—a legal defeat on technical grounds, of a law
admitted to be constitutional in principle—it is their enemies, we
say, who ought to be ashamed and confounded : for no attitude can
be more mean, anti-social, and unconstitutional in spirit, than the
one they have assumed. Let the Friends of Prohibition marshall
their forces anew, and march to the final victory in the old heroic
gpirit. They have succeeded in getiing such a Law : let them now
turn their attention to perfecting its form and machinery, and te
making the Men that shall execute the Measure,
0, such a day,

So fought, so followed, and so fairly won,

Comes not till then to dignify the times

It is a legal point what laws remained, if any, in force—but the
effect of the decision was the utter prostration of the Act. It
brought in its immediate train, a very tragical event.

Few persons, during the past two years, had labored more
zealously for Prohibition than the late B. F. Harwoob, the beloved
Clerk of this same ‘Court of Appeals.” He had often declared that
the Prohibitory Law was his only chance of escape from that fatal
%upensity which has strown his profession with so many wrecks,

Yhen the time came for the assembling of the decisive tribunal, he
visited Judge Comsrock, and thus besought him, to save the law :—

‘Judge ComsTock, you know that I am addicted to drinking; bus
“you do not know, no living person knows, how I have struggled
“to break off this habit! Sometimes I have succeeded for a while
‘and then these accursed liquor-bars, like so many M:m-tra,ps’
:hu.wveﬂ'ected my fall. For this reason, I have labored for the
‘ Prohibitory Law at every stage. Great numbers of our Supreme-
‘Cnuri:. Judges, and others of our most learned and able jurists,

have endorsed its constitutionality. For myself, I have no more

-

eonvict the legislator of absurdity or folly, in cases where the langnage em loved
alear as to leave no nll.ernnf.ura._" We may add, that living J l.ln:lgt'!f HI‘EET'I‘I!HIE'H{.I uhiig:ﬂm
for this purpose—to make specific applications of the vague o brond pr nciples of the
law, because the law cannot alter or speak for its-lf, Some of these Judpes, followin
the reveree course, ignored a law because it cannot discriminate for itself! : $
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¢ doubt of its constitutionality, than I have that I am now alive,
“So great and beneficent a measure should not be balked upon the
‘mere technicalities of our profession. My last hope, Judge
¢ CoMSTOCK, is with you, Sustain the law for which T have Iabored,
‘ and my energy will be redoubled. Close the liquor-bars, even the
‘ respectable liquor-bars, and I shall be saved. Your decision is
“with me a matter of life and death !’

On the morning of Tuesday, the 25th March, amidst the most

gamiul suspense, the eight Judges took their seats. The vote of
ve of their number was handed to the Clerk to be entered: We
declare the Law to be void. How did Mr Harwoop feel at that
terrible moment? As a man feels who has to write his own death-
warrant. Then the last hope of a noble heart gave way, During
the week, he fell before temptation and despair combined. On
Saturday night he raved—four men could not hold the man who
was so gentle, when himself, that a little child might lead him.
eight o'clock on the Sabbsth morning, the Liquor Traffic had
ieved one of its signal victories, and the city was startled at
this swift and awful commentary upon the decision of Tuesday.

‘What, besides MaINe, once more itself, are now the gains of
Prohibition in the West 7—the report read at the Twentieth
Anniversary of the American Temperance Union, Ifay, 1856, elo-
quently and hopefully declares :—

“ Vermont, NEw Hampsairg, MassAcHUSETTS, RuEope Isnawn,
CorxecricuT, DELAWARE, MicHIGAN, Towa—all stand firm in the
freedom which God has given them ; and in each of these States
drunkenness 18 dying out, crime is diminished, Sabbaths are quiet,
poverty is exchanged for plenty, domestic discord for family peace;
the young are freed from much temptation—and manufacturers,
railroad conductors and travellers, mariners and mechanics, are all
feeling the benefits of the expulsion of the Traffic, though as yet
imperfect ;—results which confound philosophy, put to silence the
hﬂghlinga of revilers, and make men shudder to touch the gold
which once was so greedily gathered. In these the Law has passed
the ordeal of courts, and come out untouched by the fire ;—the
ordeal of the ballot-box, and stands stronger than before ;—the arts
and devices of political intrigne, and made even this ashamed of
meddling with that which so assuredly promotes the moral and

hysical interests of men. To-day we stand before the world on

ier ground, having more of the confidence, the respect, the love,

and the prayers of all good men, than at any previous anniv :
We are, in fact, a spectacle to thlel' world—to angels and to men.”

§ 162, Let us now indicate, by some facts and figures, and by
official, political, and professional testimonies, beginning with
New York State, what have been the Social Hesults of an imperfect,
because initial and impeded, Prohibitory Law. k

In publishing Statistics on this question, we shall, so far as1s
possible with the documents before us, eliminate or distinguish
sources of fallacy and confusion. of which a Mr Lonpsay, in the

}
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i ty-sid i ine-Law
Teader (whose thirty-siz hours' tour in the Maine
g&r{:’;sf:ma republished by the Feonomist this country, with all

i hical errors), has taken advantage to misrepresent the
il ;stituenta)::f the Traffic. For example, we shall not,

case for hus co lessened by the Law, take account of the cases

i imating Crime : ) ;
ﬂeﬁﬁgi{m of the Law itself—which are for acts that, in their
relation to the public, were precisely the same before they were treated

wnees as now, only vastly more mumerous and mischievous.
ggurg'f‘times, even, w:fe ahgr]l not notice ‘Drunkenness,’—first, 'i_:emuae
in this argument, we treat of drunkenness, not so much on its own
account, as for that to which it leads—and second, because, in very
many places, before the law was passed, simple drunkenness was
left unheeded by the police, but after the law, was narrowly
watched and instantly pounced upon. In both cases, the Aets of
Offence might be greatly diminished, while the Committals were
somewhat enlarged.* : ; :

The returns in the following table, illustrating the partial opera-
tion of the New York Law, are for the same period—save Utica,
which is but for four months, instead of six—namely, from the
6th July to the 31st December inclusive of each year (—

.
DECREASE
COMMITTALS FOR OFFENCES 1854, 18455, IX PAYOR OF
EXCLUDING DREUNEENNESS, THE LAW:

Ca County Gaol...... 85 59 26
Dnﬁ%iga ty,, ...... 138 103 35
Seneca i e 7 28 47
Ontario o o 89 45 44
Albany Watch House......| 1974 1,278 696
Syracuse (Police Record).. 778 b16 263
Auburn 35 o 104 50 54
Rochester by | 1552 740 812

Utica E; Ll e i 80 - 85

b, %

4,960 2,898 2,062

Such results, however, were nothing new. In the County of
ONTARIO, under the operation of No-licence, the inmates of the 1
were reduced from 125 in the year 1845, to 53 in 1846. In 1847,
licences were again granted, and the inmates of the gaol increased to
132. In the County of GENNEssEE, a similar course of things,
No-licence succeeding to Licence, produced similar issues.

R. R. Browx, hotel-keeper at CarruAcE, New York, says that

e

* Some one guoted Judge H. W. Bismor, to prove that the law made bad worse.
* Criminal bosiness has very largely inoreased under the New Law.” Was this true ?
Quite true—for one side of truth. Turning to bis charge, we find he goes on to explain.
“T had, in my last term in the County of Middlesex, no fewer than 104 indictments
gnder the new law. 1 say, withont fear of contradiction, that nine-tenths of all crimes
of personal violenoe are committed in o state of intoxication, and if the source of the
o 1I_iaa: d&nted up by the new law, Judges by and bye will have little criminal business

atiend to.
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by abolishing the liguor-bar, he is brought in contact with a bettey
class of customers, and all the duties and associations of his business
;.:w iif-prnwd tuﬁﬂ ﬁfgres Hgliﬁh affords him a four-fold compensation

or the "unprofitable profits” which ) ing ¢ i
of the drqua.rc]x.’ P aroze from vending ¢ the drink

8o, in Potter County, PENNSYLVANIA, the Traffic has been for a
considerable time suppressed, the Judge refusing to grant any licence,
“ The prison has become tenantless; there is not a solitary pauper n
the county ; the business in the Criminal court has ceased, and Taxes
have been reduced one-half.” :

New York State is now illustrating the truth of prohibition by its
absence. There is now an alarming increase of erime, both in ci
and country. The Albany M orving Times of the 16th October,
1856—an anti-Maine-law paper—says :—*“The Penitentiary is
filling up. The inmates amount to 270. Of this number 180 are
women. The number of prisoners is greater than it has been during
the past eighteen months.”

1563. On our own visit to the States, we sought for authentis
ormation and facts against the law. We read public debates,
between its friends and the Rumsellers’ advocate (a Mr BEEBEE,
engaged at §8 a day)—we perused articles against it in various news-
%ﬂper&, ranging from Columbus to New York, and from Bangor to

altimore, *—but the sole authentic, non-anonymous statements we
could meet with, were those contained in the columns of the State
of Maine, subscribed *JonN Nean, Portland,” in the number of
that paper for August 24th, 1853. After some personalities
against Mr Near Dow, the letter proceeds to make two assertions:

1.—** At this moment—and it has been growing worse and worse
every day since the first three months were over, when people were
blinded by its presumption, or frightened by its rashness—ihere is
more inlemperance and more drinking in this city and neighborhood,
and ProBAEBLY throughout the whole State of Maine, with here and
there a doubtful exception, than there has been at any other time for
twenty years.” : -

2.—*“Young men have banded together to evade the law. Rum
gellers have brought liquor with them to our public-houses. Chil-
dren carry liquor casks about with them; and bottles are made in
the shape of Bibles, so as to deceive the eye.”

If this last be true, it is proof that Grog-shops were at least sup-
pressed pretty generally. On the 27th of the same month, Mr Dow
published a dignified and trenchant letter of reply, from which we
cite the following passages:—

¢ The facts in relation to the working of the Law have been pub-

i

* Wa record one sample of the whole—taken from the Albany Atlas, August, 1853 :

“PrAcTICAL OFPFRATION oF THF Marwe-Law.— I'he following is an extract from &
fettor received by o commercial honse in thi- eity, from a large distillery and ret
" jng establishment in New York, which deals largely with the Eastern >tates:= e
fact is, that si ce the pas-ing of the Maine-Law, we find it difficult to sapply
orders : and should our own Legislature pase a similar law at their next Se85101, W
shall take measures to enlarge ouwr works smmediately,'"
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lished often for the ].jllft two yeari;_a.nd na;er has any attempt beenm
responsible persun to disprove them. 1

m‘:l‘lfi?ﬂ;g:iim?uf the gnactment of the law, rum selling was carried
en openly in all parts of the State. In Portland there were between
three and four hundred rum-shops, and immediately after the enact-
ment of the law not owe. The wholesale trade in liquors was ab
once annihilated. : :

¢ In Portland large numbers of men were reformed. Temptations
to intemperance were in a g;eat measure removed out of the path of

ng and inexperienced.

th?‘ﬁul‘rl% CﬁRLTUHP came to Portland to attend a law suit, and
brought a witness, who was a very intemperate man. Mr C. feared
his witness would become intoxicated, and be of no use to him.
They arrived in town at 7 o’clock p.m., and from that time until
12 at night, Mr C. saw nothing of him. At that hour, the witness
came to the hotel, perfectly sober, and said to Mr C. that he had
¢ travelled more than five miles and couldn’t find a drop.’

¢ Tt was the unanimous declaration of all the watchmen and
police, that the city was like an entirely new place. Many shops,
which before were rum shops, were converted to other branchés [cf
trade, and almost every indication of intemperance was banishe

¢¢ At the end of the municipal year, 1851-2, an official report to
the City Council on the operation of the law in ‘Portland, was
erdered to be printed and distributed through the city; its statements
ware not at the time, nor have they since been, denied.

Ten Months’ Effects (June 1st to March 20tk) 1851. 1852, Deer.

CoMMITTALS.
B T B e ey Ve L, S eve 2027 1467 106
To Housk or CorrectioN for Intemperance... 46 10* 36
Inmates of Alms House on March 24th......... 112 90 22
Qutdoor aid to Families .....ou.u. it L il VISR 00 45

¢t At the term of the District Court, in March, 1851, there wers
17 indictments; at the term for 1852 there was but one (for petty
larceny), and that the resu't of a mistake,”

We were in Portland a few days after this letter of Jorx NEAL
was published. At several hotels we sought for strong drink, but
oould not get it. In the spring of 1855, the Hon. HorACE GREELEY
visited Maine, and in his paper, the New York T'rilune, gave the
following testimony:—*‘‘ The pretence that as much liquor is sold
now in Maine as in former years, is impudently false. We spent
three days in travelling through the State without seeing a glass of it,
or an individual who appeared to be under its influence; and we
were reliably assured, that at the Augusta House, where the Governor
and most of the legislature board, not only was no liquor to be had,
bul even the use of tobaecco had almost entirely ceased.”

During the Mayoralty of Mr Dow, the House of Correction was -
for a time empty; but some relaxation in the police (the seven-years

* Notwithstanding much greater activity of the Police under the new law.
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electoral jusii_ﬂ-ﬂ'#, be it ramamh-a:red, yet eontain rum-men
them, who wink at evasion) having followed, we find that, in 1
nearly one a week was sent to the House. Tn a pamphlet of 100
pages, published at Toronto, entitled Zhe Maine-Law lustrated,
being the tour of mvest-i%ﬁon made in February, 1853, by Mr A,
FarewELL and Mr G. P, Urg, or behalf of the Canadian Prohibition
League, we find a vast number of testimonies to the same eff
from persons of the highest character, including Bisbops, Judges,
Governors, Mayors, Marshals, Magistrates, Ministers, Professors,
Physicians, Counsellors, Representatives, ete. Their own conclu-
s1on 18 thus stated:—*“ It is almost universally acknowleged to be
as successful in its operations as any other penal law that ever was
enacted.” At Carnais, on the New Brumswick border, NN. Smirs,
Jun., of the Executive Council, says:—¢ Where enforced, the
results are pood; the only places where it can be said to have failed
are where they have had Anti-Maine-Law Justices—irresponsilia for
seven years save by impeachment. Many of those who seld liquor
have turned their attention to other businesses, and are now better
off than when selling liguor. They have far fewer bad debts, and
more reliable customers.” Mr Sypney PeEraam, Speaker of the
House of Representatives, says:—** My knowlege of the workings
of the law extends over a large section of the State; I can assure
ou, the law works well.” Professor Poxp, of Bangor, says:—*“1
ve not seen a drunken man in our streets for the last six months.
The House of Correction has been, at times, almost empty ; I know
not but it is so now. The expense of Paupers is greatly diminished.”
Under date of September, 18564, the Edinburgh News Commis-
sloner thus writes of WATERVILLE :(—
¢ Ten or eleven years ago, the cost of pauperism rose in a manner
unaccountable but for excessive drinking, from $700 to §1800 a
year. I am told that this year, with twice the population, the
public payments for the poor will not exceed $1000. The amount
of crime is also greatly lessened. Those who still deserve the name
of drunkards are mostly Irishmen and French Canadians, the latter
people having settled extensively in the northern parts of Maine.”
n the 8th of March 1852, the Marshall of GARDNER reports :—
¢ At the commencement of the official term of office, there were
in the city 14 places where intoxicating liguor was sold ; some of
them the habitual resort of drunken, riotous, and disorderly persons...
But one person has been convioted of drunkenness for the last four
months ; but two sent to the Watch House for the last six months.
The law has been rigidly and guietly enforced.”
The Marshall of AvcusTa reports for 1852 ,as follows :—
¢ Avgusra had four wholesale stores, business worth $200,000 a
year :—Retail-shops, 25. The City was (officially) evempted from
the New Law for 60 days : one dealer made a profif of §900. As
soon as the 60 days were out, three of the wholesale dealers semt off
their liquors to New York, The remaining firm persisted in selling,
until about $1000 worth of their liquors were seized. Liquor may
be sold at the principal hotels, but stealthily - one of the Keepers
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has been twice convicted...The police used to be called up 100 nights
ina year. Since the passage of the law they have not been summoned
once.” A gentleman well known to the phllautlhrnpm‘world,whﬂhaa
several times visited the Western Hemisphere in the interests of the
Slave. writes us as follows :—¢¢ Near Chelmsford, 8th month 11th,
1856, Hsteemed friend, Dr Lmes, In the early part of the year
1854, whilst travelling in the State of Maine, we came to Augusta,
its capital. We were driven through the city in a sledge, by our
friend, J. B. Lang, of Vassalboro’, who, as we passed along, pointed
out to us the City Gaol, the windows of which were boarded up.
¢This,” he said to us, ‘is owing to our Maine Law.’ I think
remarked, ‘It is empty now.” Thy assured friend, JouN CANDLER.”
The Mayor of BANGOR, in his message to the Council, April 2

1852, says:—“On the 1st July, when I gave notice that I sho
enforce the law, 108 persons were selling liquors here, openly ; 20
of them have left the city. Of the remaining 88, not one sells
openly.” He furnished the following statistics : —

1&0—1. Inmates of Almshouse and House of Correctionl2,206 Dec.

1851-2. Ditto ditto ditto 9,192

i 237104
1%'11 Humbar Gf Pub]iﬂ PrﬂHEmﬁom FANFEEE AT R e 101
1851-2. Ditto ditto e B8

How far the People of Maine were prepared to honor and
enforce the law is best shown by their election of municipal boards :
117 towns elected Temperance men ; 8 choose mixed boards ; and
but 34 elected opposition councils, The towns in favor represent a
population of 264,891 ; those against, H5,565.

In 1855, as we have seen, the Prohibitionists in Maine lost the
election of Governor. Nevertheless, there is no reaction of senti-
ment. On the contrary, the Prohibitionists obtained a larger vote
than any single political party ever before obtained,—a vote larger
by 4000 than the year previously, when they carried everything
before them, as they have done again. As Bishop Burcess had
predicted, it was done by a political combination, and a profuse
expenditure, but the trinmph has been short-lived. The temporary
repeal of the law, and substitution of stringent licence with pecuniary
penalties, has been AL ¥or THE BEST : making the enemies of Truth
to illustrate it by the workings of error. Has this licence law suc-
ceeded in restraining that.drinking which the State of Maine
newspaper affirmed the Prohibitory Law had increased? That same
veraclous paper announced recently, with an air of patriotic triumph,
that the repeal *‘ will have an important influence on the molasses
trade, and distilleries will soon spring up in the State.” Other
things have ‘sprung up’ with the *distilleries,” for the Poriland
Journal reports a vast increase of drunkenness, rows, burglaries, and
other erime. The Bangor Mercury says :—* We are informed by a
person in the express business, one who has good opportunities for
seeing and knowing whereof he speaks, that the quantity of liquors
brought to this city, this season, is ten-fold greater than it was lase
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year. The Calais Advertiser says :—* We have seen more men regl-
ing drunk through our streets the last three months, than we havs seen
before in the last three years!”

§ 154, Southward, we pass to Massacruserrs, regretting thad
want of space compels us to abridge. The Hon. H. W. BisHoP,
Judge of the Court of Common Pleas, says:—* The violations of
the law itself add to the criminal business. The operation of this
new law has diminished the other olass vEry mucH.  Crimes of per-
sonal violence have hitherto constituted two-thirds of all our eriminal
business. Several years will pass before the Courts are satisfied as
to the bearing of this new law.”

In January, 1856, an address of the Temperance State Convention
announced that ‘‘ the law has evidently driven the open liquor trade
out of three-fourths of the State. There has been a decrease of 50
eriminals in the State Prison.”

Mr Crarmax, Counsellor at law, says:—¢“ There is not the one-
hundredth part of the drinking in SerixerFIELD that there was befors
the temperance movement commenced. Even those who, in their
own families, use their wine, give their influence in favor of the
Maine Law. Assaults were almost always committed under the
influence of drink, and already that elass of crimes has nearly ceased.
Legal and moral agencies should be combined. They are like the
Soul and Body; and cannot act well separately.”

Mr Morton, Police Justice, says :—** The law has not yet had a
fair trial with us. Tt is a fact that the city is much more quiet than
it used to be. The police books will give no correct information in
regard to drunkenness, because persons now seen intoxicated are
arrested, which was not the case before, and persons will now sell in
violation of the law. In this way the criminal business appears to
have increased, but as the other class of offences which formerly
constituted the chief business of the Police Court, has almost
entirely disappeared, THIS NEW OLASS WILL S00N BE WORKED OUT.”,

The Rev. Mr SEELEY says:—‘‘Its beneficial effects are remark-
able. It evidently made a very great change in the moral state of
the entire city. Its effects are very marked upon our young men.
Our Lyceum lectures were never half so well attended.”

In WoRrcESTER, the number of commitments for drunkenness,
from June to September, 1853, was €4 less than in the same months
in 1852 ; 106 less than in 1850.%

The Marshall of Satem thus reports :—There is a decided
improvement in the moral condition of the poorer classes of the
community. There are fewer persons in the Salem Alms-houses
now than there have been for eight or ten years past.”

In various parts of the State there have been held musters,
cattle-shows, public celebrations, at which the peace and order
nave surprized all spectators, and opened a new wra in the history
of such assemblages. The diminution of arrests for drunkenness

' ® This year the Magistrates have not enforced the law. The consequence is, that
#hers were 60 per cent more prisoners in the gaol than in 1855,
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was 77 per cent.  If there }as m‘ﬁe been a Feiapsf, lﬂtw;i ﬁ?_m no

in the law; it was enforced long enough Lo show s er.
daﬁ:ﬁ;ha city of LOWELL, according to the Hon. Mr HUNTINGTON,
the Mayor, for the two months ending SE‘_PtEﬂlel' 22nd, 1851, there
were committed to the watch-house 110 in a state of drunkenness;
there were besides, reported as being seen drunk, not arrested, 3903
total, 500. In the corresponding period of the next year, when the
Law came in force, there were committed to the watch-house for
drunkenness, 70 ; reported as seen drunk, but not arrested, 110;
$otal, 180 ; diminution, 320,

Mr D. W. Arrorp, of Greenfield, says:—‘‘ A year ago there
were from 20 to 30 grog shops: I don’t think there is one now, The
law has been a blessing beyond anything we ever had. 1 was
afraid to send my own child, a boy of 10, into the streets unpro-
$octed, a year ago. Now, females are perfectly safe.”

Dr J. W. StoNE, one of the representatives for Boston, says :—

¢¢From the best evidence I can gather, concerning the influence
of unaided moral measures, the average effect of pledges is, that
50 per cent adhere for a single year, 33 for five years, and 25 per
eant permanently...I looked upon the Law, when first enacted in
our sister State, with some suspicion. It is one of the peculiarities
of this law, whatever theories drawing a different conclusion we
might in advance apply to it, that where it has been most efficiently
axeculed, there the greatest results in the suppression of crime has
been sutisfuctorily achieved; and it has seized with such strong hold
upon the hearts of the people, that its popularity has in those
places become invineible. ”

Drunkenness is so invariably a concomitant of great political
excitement, that a vast concourse of men at a Presidential barbecue,
without a single case of intoxication in it, is not merely a striking
euriosity, but a subject worthy of profound study for the states-
man, and devout gratitude by the Christian. Speaking of a greak
political meeting, held in September, 1856, the Boston Telegraph
says :—*‘ We did not see a drunken man on the ground. 1his was
owing to the fact that liguor was not sold. Two or three men
attempted to sell, but were soon routed, and took to their heels.”

§ 166. Proceed we next to Conxrcricur: First, of Hanrrrorp,
Mr H. Y. Pueres, says (February, 18565):—‘ The fighting and
rioting, s0o common, have entirely disappeared. Open drinkingis
stopt.” Rev. Dr CLARKE says :— The general effects of the law
are good. Very apparent in connection with our City Mission.”
Chief Justice WrLLrams says :—¢ There are more prosecutions for
drunkenness. [The fact is,] under the old law, persons drunk were
payed no nofice to. The practice was growing very bad. Since
the 1st of August, 1854, I have not seen more than one or two
nstances of intemperance in the streets, Several parties have
formed clubs, and get their liquors from New York.” Judge
BurkeLey says:—‘‘There is much less drunkenness, much less
liquor sold now. It isnot sold openly at all, but is driven into
weeret places. The number of misdsmeanors is far less.” Mr
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B. Manw, Counsellor-at-Law, says :—* I have been Police i
here fpr 20 years, and J know a very great difference since g:::m
went into effect. The parties brought before the Court will average
§ out of 10 Irish.” Mr L. 8. Cowres, says:—‘I have seen ten
men drunk before this law passed, for ome seen since, It was only
when a drunken man was making some assault, that he was taken-
up formerly.” Mr D. Hawiey, City Missionary, says:—*‘ 1 have
a Mission Sabbath School. Since the 1st August, it has inereased
ong-third. 1 have seen in my rounds, wives, mothers, even young
women, the worse for liquor—but all that has changed ; and in my
conversations with the poor, many of them say that the law must
have come from Heaven—it is oo good to have been framed by
man.” Mr J. B. BuLL says:— Property-holders take a deep
interest in maintaining the law,”

Of Harrrorp, containing 20,000 people, a resident says, e has
not seen a single intoxicated person during the year !

The Hartford Courant, of December 21st, 1854, has this ;—

‘ July, 1853, Committals to Workhouse ................ 16
¢ July, 1854, ditto eenmrrnanssanae B0
“ August, 1854, ditto IR L+
‘¢ August to December, Discharged from the House ... 23

* On September 9th, there was not ¢ single male person inthe
‘Workhouse—which, except for two females, w have been
tenantless. There has not been a parallel to this at any season,
for eight years at least—how much longer we do not know ; but we ,
presume there never was. Is there a sane person who doubts for |
an instant what has cansed this result 1" '

In MmoLerown, Police expense was reduced by §1,200. For
year ending October, 1854, cost of paupers, $2,218—for 1855, |
$1,644. Vagrancy lessened. .

Mr FrEEMAN, of Happawm village, says:—¢‘ Paupers reduced
from 10to 4. Quite an improvement in the sale of nacessary articles
of life.” Mr Day, of Easr Happam, says:—‘‘ Drunkenness
diminished decidedly. Persons in Alms-house, previously, 24 ; now
16. No person sent to gaol since the law enacted.”

Dr F. FarnwortH, of NorwicH, under date of January, 1856,
says :—‘ The amount of disease in poor fawmilies, is not one-tenth wha/
it was; Casualties are largely diminished.”

The Norwich Examiner has the following statistics:—

Committals. 1853-4. 18564-5. Decrease.
(August 1 to July 31.) »

II.‘B HQEWIUH .é._lmﬂ'homl.u san e aR s e s . ﬁ]. T 40 51
To New Loxpox County Gaol ......... 220 .. 127 93

Of the 220 cases, 73 were for drunkenness, and 4 for selling; of
the 127 cases, 35 were for drunkenness, 2 for getting liguor under
false pretences, and 16 for selling; and these cases must obvionsly,
noder the continued operation of the law, grow

Small by degrees, and beautifully less,
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Number in gaal Augnst 1s¢, 1855, 16.  Four times as many sellers
have been committed the past year as during the previous year; but
anly Tl as wetny drankerds. :

T!!m fj"uuw Jownal, of July Tth, 1855, says:—‘* The Maine Liquor
TLaw has ruined the gaol business completely. The gaol at WyxNpHAM
is to be let for o bowrding-lhowse,” } : )

Mayor Brooks, of Bripcrorr, gives emphatic testimony in favor
of the law, in his report to the Common Council. He says that
when Mayor, three years ago, he was called up three nights out of
five, thronzhout the entire year, to disperse braw/ing and noisy mobs.
“During the past year, I have not been called upon in a single
instance, by the watch at night, to suppress or disperse any assem-
blage of riotous persons. All this change 1 attribute to the working
of the new Liquor Law. It isa rare sight to see a person drunk.

Chambers’ Jowna!, January 20, 1855, cites as follows:—

¢ Un the 1st of August, 1854, the new law came into operation
in Connecticut, and was carried out in a very stringent mauner.
A gredt change was visible immediately after, in NrwHAVEN, the
capital. The noisy gangs of rowdies disappeared, and their midnight
‘brawls ceased; our streets were quiet night and day; and the most
violent opponents of the law said:—* If such are the effects of the
law, we will oppose it no longer.” A few persons got intoxicated
upon liquor from New York, and were promptly arrested, and fined
$20 dollars and costs, which they paid or went to gaol. As to the
Prisons and Alms-houses in the various parts of the State, they are
getting empty. A lsrge number of our most desperate villains, who
formerly kept grog-shops and gambling-houses, have emigrated,
finding busiuess so bad. Several who kept gamliing saloons and
disorderly houses, in defiance of law, declared that neither one nor
the other con lLe supported without liquor, and have moved to New
York, Jhﬁre they can continue their infamous business advan-

ously.

The Puritan Recorder, in the spring of 1856, contained a letter,
from which we transcribe the following paragraph, showing how the

law cherishes charitable feeling and forethought :—

“Aunother characteristic has marked the past winter. There was
less complaint than usual on the part of the poor. The atrention
was more aicake on the sulject ; more had been contributed and done
to secare the relief needed. The poor more economically husbanded
their own resources. The operation of the Maine-Law had sensibly
counteracted the sources of want. These beneficial effects have been
perceived to be increasing ever since the law began to take effect.
Another fact tells with emphasis. It is the marked diminution of

Jires. Since August 1st, 1854, the loss of property from this cause
has been fully one-half less.”
i The Rev. LEoNarD Bacow, D.D., of Newhaven, says:—

The operation of the law for one year is a matter of observation
to the inhabitants. Its effect in promoting peace, order, quiet, and
general prosperity, no man can deny. Never for twenty years has

our city been so quiet and peaceful as under its action. It is no
T
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longer simply a question of temperance, but a Governm -
t‘ij::f—nne of Legislative ﬁ::rm::ssigllli::F and morality.” T

Rev. Dr Kenxnapy says :—% The law has produced the happiest
result. A great improvement in Sabbath Sehool attendance.”

His Excellency, Governor Durton, says :—‘¢ At the late State
Agricultural Fair, it was estimated that, on one day, from 20,060
to 30,000 persons of every condition of life were assembled, and noé
@ solitary drunkard was seen—and not the slightest disturbance
made. Criminal prosecutions are rapidly diminishing. The kome
af the peaceful citizen was never before so secure.” ;

§ 156. REope IsLaNDp comes next: where, however, various
obstacles have been placed in the way of the enactment. Mr
Bazrsrow, the Mayor of Providence, says :—* After the law had
been in operation thres months, I published statistics, showing that
the law, in that short time, had made a reduction of nearly G0 per
cent in our monthly committals.

CoMMITTATS Decrease.
1851 To Watch House for drunkenness and assaults... 282

1852 i 4 10 e ad
Lol e el e T o A R S R e B lﬁl} 62
1852 99 |

1 12

The Hon. W. R. Warson, Secretary of State, writes thus :—

““Its effects have been greatly to diminish crime, pauperism,
misery, and that large and dark catalogue of moral, social, and phy-
sical evils which result from intemperance. The Sabbath isbetter ob-
served—the attendance at publice worship increased—and individual
comfort and public prosperity promoted. It has had to work its
way through all the technicalities of the imported English Common
Law, and all the delays, quibbles, and subtleties of those whose
business it is to interpose between violated laws and punishment.”

% 157. In VErMONT the law has been still more successful.

n July, 1853, Mr L. UxpErwooDp, States’ Attorney of CerrrEN-
pEN Couxnty, wrote from Burlington :(—¢ The law has put an end
to drunkenness and crime almest entirely. Within this town, from
December 1st, 1852, until March 8th, 1853, complaints were made
to me, almost daily, for breaches of the peace ; and, on investiga-
tion, I was satisfied that nine-tenths of the crimes committed during
that time were caused by drunkenness. Sinee the 8th of March, two
complaints only have been made for such offences, and only one was
caused by drunkenness.

Mr M. L. Courca, says (February, 1855) :—®T am very much
pleased with the law. You might stay here for a month, and you
would not see a drunken man in the city.”

““The Grand Jury,” says Mr J. L. Apams, the County Clerk,
“not composed of friends of the law, in their last report say :—* We
- ¢ feel highly gratified to find the Gaol destitute of Inmates,—a cir-
¢ cumstance attributable, in a very great measure, we believe,
¢suppression of the sale of intoxicating liquors.” Everywhere the
law is popular, in proportion as it is carried out.” : s

Tyofessor Prase, of Burlington University, says :—There 13 &
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very great diminution in thtﬂ use of hg:ga by the gbudents. We

ve net had, for a year past, any Tow ; :
hnAt the fall Llﬁctiﬁgg of 1856, General FrercHER, the President of
the State Temperance Society, was elected Governor of the State by
a wvast majority. On the 9th of October he delm:are_cl his firgh
annunl message to the Senate and House of Representatives, when
he used these words :—¢* Coming from all portions of the Common-
wealth, you have personal knowlege of the practical operation nf this
law, and ils adaptation to accomplish the purposes Sfor which 1 was
designed.” 'This speaks volumes.

§ 158. Nor must we forget the last of the New Hngland States
that has adopted the Law—Nuw HampsHirE—which has been so
long the ¢ grog shop’ for the “thirsty souls’ of the bordering States.

In March, 1856, the Jowrnal announces that *the Law works
admirably in all parts of the State. FPauperismand Crime are almost
untkenown.”

At the meeting of the ({eneral Association of the Congregation-
alist Church of New Hampshire, held on the 26th August, 1856,
the report says :—* We are called upon to give thanks to God for the
Prohibitory Law, which has been attended with such happy results.”

The FEaguirer, published at Dover, says (September 1856) :—
“The gaol, which usually has a good supply of tenants, has been
antirely empty for several weeks past.”

Another report from Strarrorp County, in October, announces
that *“for several weeks the gaol has been empty.” :

The Tribune, INpraxa, publishes the following, in April, 1856.
Committed to Penitentiary, 5 months preceding June, 1855, when
the law went into effect, 83. Committed during 7 months after,,
b1—a reduction of 50 per cent. Since the law was annulled by the
Court, drinking and gambling have held carnival. The annual
Report of the Indiana Hospital for the Insane, out of 910 cases,,
assigns 59 cases as follows :—Intemperance 28 ; Dissipation 9
Abuse from Drunken husbands, 15 ; Maniaa potu, 7. Each inmate,,
says the fndianopolis Gazetle, costs $125 a year : so that, for the
storage and care of this one item of the Rumsellers’ harvest, we pay
$6125 annually.

Towa. Of this young, but rapidly rising State, a letter from
the State’s Attorney, says :—

% The Prolnbitory Law in this State is doing considerable good, It
works well, If vigorously carried out it will effect more than all the
moral-reform lectures that can be mustered into the service,”

A correspondent, under date of August 14th, 1856, says :—

““There is no doubt that the people of Towa are ‘right on the
Temperance question.” They have a stringent Prohibitory Law,
which is genevally enforeed ; and of course they have very few idle men
and drunicen loafers. There are many towns in Towa where there is
not a glass of liquor sold, and if the reformation still continues, all
the citizens of that lovely prairie State will soon be free from the
withering and blasting efiects of the liquor traffic,”

Under a knowlege of such facts as we have detailed, can wo
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worxler at the recent expression of the Rev. Joux D. La
chaplain to the New York State Prison, at Auburn !—* Give us
the Maine-Law, and in five years Auburn Prigon is 110 more,”

How Et-l‘lkllilg 18 the remark of the Canadian CUI]lllliHEiuIl, Messrs,
Ure and Farewerr, after their tour through New kngland and
New Yok :—* Ve saw more drwnking in the City Hotely 1 Hamil-
lon, in the space of seven minutes, one morning bifure eiyht oelock,
than e had scen in all vur perambulations through ' he s ven States,”

In the latest news from the States (October, 1826), we fiud this
emphatic decluration ;(—¢* All experience under Prohilitcry Laws
only strengthens our faith in them.”

ILL

§ 1569. In Oriental countries, where, from the peculiar genius of
the people, the laws of Religion and of the State have, to a great
extent, been incorporated together, we find the principle of Prohibi-
tion has been enforced for thousands of years with cowplete success.!
Ilustrations of this fact may be found elsewhere.* Abuve a century.
ago, the amiable and reflective Hindoos protested against the Traflie
being carried by Europeans into their country, in opposition to their
religious aud civil institutions ; as, more recently, the Chinese have
protested against the kindred Traflic in Upium. But, alas! the
govermuent of Mammon has ever a terrible deafuess of heart. Weo
have lying before us. of the date of 1£51, a Memorial addressed to
the Governor and President in Couneil, at Bombay, {vom the inha-
bitants of the Drcoax,—sirdars, gentry, baunkers, agriculturalists,,
and various castes and classes,—which humbly showeth :—

¢t 1gt. That the use of strong liquors is utterly condemned by the
Religion of this country, and that all Traffic in them was by Native
Governments PROHIBITED—and inlemperance consequently wnknown.

¢ 2nd. That the Manufacture and the Sale of such liquors was
regarded as fit only for persons -of the most degraded caste ; and
those were oliliged 1o engage in it in an underhand munnei—a state
of thi: gs that tended greatly to public order. -

¢¢ 3rd. That the original motive for licensing the sale of Spirit by
the present Government was no doubt to wisconrage their use, by
rendering them dear ; but the popular inclination to evil being too
strong to find o check in such a measure, intemperunce had begun
extensively to precail, i

¢ 4th. "7 he number of liquor shops is rapidly augmenting, and, with
the increased uge of spirits, the disgrace attached to intoxication
becomes less and less, and a once powerful moral restraint is removed.
The people suffer in body and mind—their families go to 1uin—they
become reprobates, and their increasing misery is mauifest, ;

¢ 5th. Gocernment should certainly take measures to check a viee
so detrimentul to Society, and so hostile to Religion—abandon its
monopoly, and renounce the revenue derived from (/is source.

¢ gth. Let Government settle it by law, that no native be per-
mitted to open a liquor-shop under severe penalties. In this Wiy,

» « Ancient Teetotalism.' TForks of Dr Lees. Vol. il p. 16 -
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¢he general welfare of the community will be placal on ils former
fmp:m; f. wting, and one ETEﬂ:t' cause of penury I‘E:ﬂlt]:‘ifﬂd. " 7

v 7eh - Finally, as the evilis on the increase, an zm_:.u..r-;i':,u_d: remedy
ean be applied. more easily than at any future period, sinee, with
the spread of intemperance, immorality and irreligion will naturally
become more prevalent.” : :

Here we have facts and principles clearly stated, in harmony with
our own. The Zimes, in its review of the Alliance First Report,
sneered at a reference to the principle of Prohibition as sanctioned
by some barbarous African tribes, and by sg:vnrfd 1'1115{1:@ in the
Islands of Polynesia.* If we wondered at anything in the Times, we
should wonder why it did not, at the same time, sneer at sobriely
itself as a ¢ Barbarian Virtue'—repudiate together the prohibition
- of drink and ¢ dice,” on the ground ot their having been long since
prohibited by Mohamet—and denounce the Government of this
country for prohibiting the sale of liquor at the Australian diggings,
at the Crimean camp, and to the natives of New Zealand! For
our part, we are humiliated at the spectacle of Pagan populations,
by millions, illustrating the superiority of their Temperance to the
professed Christians that dwell amongst them—as well as their
superiority to our nation at home. Lord HEervey justly said, in
1743, that ** we may be sent with justice to feurn from the rude and
ignorant Indians, the first elements of civil wisdom.”

§ 160. But even among DBritish peoples and Pritish legislation
rohibition has been received with favor, and in some cases adopted.
t would be unreasonable to expect that the fervor of enthusiasm

which has pervaded the American States, should be altogether
unable to vivify the cold and lethargic population on the vther side
of the American boundary.

In Cawapa the agitation on behalf of the MMaine Law has been
earried on with varying sucecess, but with substantial progress.
After lung cffort, the temperance men of this province succeeded in
turning the attention of their legislature to the traflic in strong
drink, and, as a result, in 1855, & prohibitory law passed their
legislative assembly by a vote of 51 to 29. The lLill, however, was
obstructed in every way, and at last thrown over, on n technical
objection, referring to some omission in the forms of the Honse.
'I_'hia but increased the ardor of the friends of the Lill, whose exer-
tions were redoubled. Petitions poured in during the next session,
The petitions in favor were signed by 108,417, in proportion to every
4388 against it. Amongst others, the Roman Catholic Bishop of
Montreal, with 20,000 of his parishioners, signed a petition, pray-
ing the Canadian Parliament to outlaw the liguor traffic. The
petitions against the measure emanated from the large cities, and
from those localities in which the influence of the trdlic was mosé
powerful. Though the faith of some who had undertaken to pilot
the bill through the storms of the opposition was shaken by the
temporary disaster in Maine, and they deserted the heln at the

-

s iy ey P i S

* Bee ‘ I'aradise of Voeific.' Werks of Dy Leess Vol i



204 AN ABGUMENT FOR PROHIBITION,

most eritical moment—the measure being again stranded in conse-
quence—it was yet felt that indiiference to the claims of popular
feeling could be no longer assumed. Special committees of engniry
were appointed by the House of Assembly and the Legislative
Coun Both committees reported the vesults of their investiga-
tion. That Of _ f;he Council recommended the licence law which
replaced prohibition in Maine—a law which, defective in itself,
would yet be an immense step in advance of any at present existi
in Canada. Bub the Assembly committee repudiated all such
jejune and unsatisfactory conclusions, and reported in favor of
downright prohibition, declaring that ¢“no legislative reform had
been demanded with such unanimity.”

Though a Maine Law has not yet been adopted in Canada, many
landmarks have been erected to mark the progress which has been
made. In 1853 the principles of the Law were applied to localities
inwhich public works were in progress; it being forbidden *‘to sell,
barter, or dispose of any kind of intoxieating liquor within a distance
of three miles of any public works declared to be in progress.” In
1855, a new ‘ Municipal Act’ enabled County Councils to free their
districts from the traflic by their own ordinance.

Already this power has been put into foree; for notwithstanding
that Upper Canada has shown more favor to prohibition, Lower
Canada has, in nine County Councils, determined ¢ to prevent, so
far-as in their power, the traffic in intoxicating liguors within their
limits.”

§ 161. In Nova Scorra a Prohibitory Liguor Law is steadily
demanded. In 1855 a bill was introduced and carried throngh the
House of Assembly, which passed on the second reading by a wvote
of 20 to 19, and, on the third, without a division. In the Legis-
lative Council, however, the measure was quietly shelved, by an
order that the bill be printed and circulated ! That is, to use the
languagze of the Nova Scotian press, 1t was *‘ committed once more
to the care of the country.” 'Lhere it will revive, no doubt, like a
giant refreshed with sleep, and will come back again with redoubled
potency, and with victory on its crest.

In Privce Epwarp's Isnawp, also, a Maine-Law measure lias
been introduced, and defeated only by narrew majorities.

§ 162. In the Province of Nuw Bruxswick, Prohibition has still
further developed itself. In consequence of the vigorous agitation
kept up by the Temperance men, a law was adopted in 1853, which
prohibited the sale of spirits, but allowed the licence for other
intoxicants. As might be expected, from the considerations laid
down in this essay, a measure so partial failed in obtaining a satis-
factory result, and it was repealed in 1854. From the first, this
measure has been regarded by the friends of prohibition as an ns-
dious triumph of the liquor interest, which sought, through its
failure, to retard the coming struggle. The failure of the law of
18563, however, did not disgust the people of New Brunswick with
legislation, but it made them resolve that their future legislation
ghould be sound. At the next election a strong Temperance house

[
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was returned, the most earnest of that party entering the governmenc.
Nothing eould be more emphatic than the decision of public opinion
at this election. There could be no doubt as to the_ course which
would be taken by the Legialature. Accordingly, in 135.5, a law
was passed “totally prohibiting the manufacture, sale, and inrporta-
tion of all intoxicating drinks,” totake effect from January 1st, 1856.
The bill was sent to this country for ratification by the Home
Government, accompanied by a despatch, containing 30 elaborate
paragraphs intended to dissuade the Government m HEngland from
recommending the Queen to sanction the measure. The bill was
referred to a committee of the Privy Council, and on their report
ordered to go into operation as fixed and declared.

This roused the determined ire of the opponents of the measure.
Every effort was directed to defeat the operation of the law. Mobs
were organized, disturbances initiated, but these attempts of the
trade only stimulated the enthusiasm of the upholders of the bill.
Mass meetings, in favor of prohibition, were held with trinmphant
success, and energetic steps adopted for enforcing the law. JDuring
the first 20 days of January, 1856, notwithstanding all difficulties, the
intemperance of the city of St John was reduced 80 peor cent.

In the Legislature a motion was made to dissolve the House, and
appeal to the people while laboring under the excitement of the
struggle and of baffled appetite. This ruse was negatived by an
emphatic vote of 29 to 11, and the law sustained. At last a willing
hand was found t deal a blow at the law. The Lientenant-Governor,
by no means satisfied with the checks and restraints of constitutional
authority, and preferring the easy path of irresponsible government,
had never pleasantly or cordially acted with his governmental-council.
He saw in the excited state of public feeling an opportunity to get
rid of them, and to supply their places with more subservient
politicians. He urged them to resign. They declined, having the
confidence of the House. He then insisted on a dissolution. They
declined to take the responsibility of such a step for many reasons.
They urged, not only the delay in public works, the excitement and
expense, but the fact ‘“that an election at that time would not
indicate the true state of the public mind on the subject of the
prohibitory law,”—that a dissolution would protract the agitation,
gince the Law, if a failure, would be repealed by the House as it
gtood. Thercupon his Exeellency adopted a dernier resort, and
plunged into the depths of despotism. On his own responsibility he
dissolved the Assembly, the Ministry resigned, and then, with a new
Ministry, the Lieutenant-Governor precipitated an election.

The stratagem was successful. Complicated with financial mis-
representation, and subjected to all the power of a well organized
and unserupulous opposition, the Temperance party suffered a defeat.

The Law fell, not from its own failure, but under the pressure of
prerogative never before exercised in the Colonies since the recogni-
tion of their independent constitution, and which has not been as-
serted in this country since the disastrous days of the Stuarts, -

The curtain has not yet risen on the next act of the drama,
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& 163. What 1s the sum of our Argl:lment up t-> this point 7
brief, that the Traffic is a legitimate subject ful- lugislfut?nu ?—1;]1]3
it is essentially unchangeable in its social relations and results ;—
that mere restrictive legislation has always and deplorably failed ;—
that to the present hour its evils are of unparalleled magnitude and
malignancy ;—that its destruction would be gradual, in fuet, occa-
sioning mno serious or sudden disturbance of the revenue, buk
contribute greatly to the material and social prosperity of the
Naltmp ;—that in various ages and countries, in parishes, towns,
counties, provinces, and empires, but especia ly in the New England
Skites, suppression has been shown to be possibile by being AcTUAL

That Prohibition may be a remedy for the Evils of the Traffic is,
therc’ore, indisputable, provided it be effected under true conditions,
and enforced by the right authority : and all other legislation musé
be subject to the same reservations, That there is really any-
thing in or ou! of the British Constitution to prevent the estub-
lishment of those conditions which must precede ‘iotal and
immediate prohibition,” is what we do not believe. That Prohibi-
tion, the possible remedy, is also the only efficient one, follows (no
from the failure of something else, or from trial and experience, a
posteriori, but) a privdd, before experience, from the natwie of the
case. Prohibition is the prescription adapted to the disease—just
as exlirp v n is the remedy for a tumour of a certain kind ; and will
remain so, even should the patient cbstinately refus- to allow the
surgeon to cut-it-out. As gl ts flowing from a cettain ( awse can
cease only by destroying the cause—so that portion of drunkenness,
degradation, disease, pauperism, and erime, flowing from the ‘I'raffic,
can eonfy cense by sealing up the fountain of it. Pr hibition, if
enforced, MusT get rvid of the effects of the Traffic. To urge, in
reply, that similar effeets, to anything like the same extent, will
therefore gush from some other source,—as if hnman nature was a
Vessel of Ciime which, through one spout or ancther, is compelled
to pour out « difinite and wnclengealie stream of reifl,—1is to ecouk
virtue, to mock the creature, and to blaspheme the sovereign and
gracious Power whose offspring we are.

Difficulties there may be, as in every great and worthy enter-
prize. The twaddle of the /itivaii—the timidity of the good—the
interest of the bad—the appetite of the sensual—ignorance, indif-
ference, selfishness—moral and mental imbecility in various shapes—
all these have to be encountered and overcome : but with a * British
Constitution’ happily affording fair play through press and platform,
what ground have we to fear or faint ? If PETER the Llermit could
rouse millions in the cause of Fanaticism (by its mere association
with the symbol of Faith) to pour cut the blood and treasure of
Europe in the first Crusade, why should we, allied in the triplo
cause of Truth, Patriotism, and Philanthropy, despair of arousing
this Nation to a moral and legal crusade agaiust the Unholy Traffio
which mars and corrupts its Commonweal ? If we adequately esti-
mate and detest the Evil, we shall assuredly desideraie the remedy.




CHAPTER VIIL

¢ THAT, RISING ABOVE CLASS, SECTARIAN OR PARTY CONSIDERA~
TIONS, ALL GOODr CITIZENS SHOULD COMEBINE TO TFRUCURE AN
BXACTMENT PHOHIBITING THE SALE OF INTOXICATING BEVERAGES,
AS AFFORDING MOST EFFICIENT AID IN REMOVING THE APPALLING
EVIL OF INTEMFPERANCE.”

164. “‘Drunkenness,” says the Westminster Reriew, *“is the curse
of England—a curse so great that it far eclipses every other calamity
under which we suffer. It is impossible to exaggerate the evils of
Drunkenness.” The dificulty, indeed, is to paint it in colors
sufficiently vivid to produce any adequate impression. And to
‘Drunkenness’ must be added Excitement, the complement of In-
temperance. ‘Boundless Intemperance in Nature is a tyranny'—
more wasting in its ravages, more terrible in its results, more un-
tiring in its destruction, than either famine, pestilence, or war.
T'hey have their seasons of repose, but t/'s gives no respite, for ita
dread machinery works night and day, and multiplies with each
succeeding age. Intemperance not only involves a sinful wast2 in
its very being, but is the teeming souree of want and waste—it is a
once a pest, and the preparer for every other—it is itself a war,
with health, beauty, and truth—an intestine war, iu which the evil
always conquers,

"Tis the Carnival of Death,’ tis the Vintage of the Grave,

There is about the Drinking System a prodigality of mischief—
& seduction, a virulence, and a fermenting fecundity in the r o=
duction of vice, which is without a paralll. Yet—strange historie
comment on the old wisdom which declares that Wine is @
mocker '—though of all earthly curses most to be feared, it has of
all been most fondled. The Nation has taken the serpent to its
bosom, and warmed it into life, until it has stung us to the heart.
To change the figure, the fabled Upas of the Fast, loading with its
heavy and fatal exhalations that plain of death, is an appropriate
type of this Liquor Traffic. It is the legal Upas which epreads its
leprous distillations and dews of death throughout the land. in whose
pestilential atmosphere viriue must wither, and patiictism decay,
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*¢ Something clearly must be done,” says the 7%mes » but, as usual
waits for the time to declare what. It can initiate nothing bejrumi
a subscription—or a commissioner. Tt stops with criticism or com.
plaint—but is innocent of all medicinal cure, The Alliance, then,
will tell the 7imes. The cause must be eradicated. We can have
no rational hope from the modification of a system essentially bad.
And one uniform testimony comes down from the past, establishing
the inveterately mischievous character of the Drink Trade, (§ 16.)

Drinking was a necessary adjunct and incentive to the proflig:
of the 17th century. ** Alehouses,” says the historian of the I]eri’t;?:
“ dicing-houses, taverns, and places of iniquity, beyond manner
abounding in most places.”*

The Tavern, as an old History of the Waldenses declares, *“is a
fountain of sin, and a School of the Devil,”

D Yok, some years later, designates the Taverns as the Devil’
Chapel,—of which, by implieation, the Publican is the Chaplain.

Dr GorpsmiTa said, in the last century, *“ Ale-houses are ever an
occasion of debauchery and excess;” and SovrsEY has declared in
this, that ‘““for the laboring man, the ale-house is nowa place of
pure, unmingled evil,” and that ‘‘the diminution of these houses is
one of the most practical and efficient means of real radical reform >+
We have already recorded the deliberate judgment of the Parlia-
ment, assembled in 1757, that the consequences of the Traffic,
“might be deemed the greatest evils incident to a well-regulated
commomwealth” (§ 69), and hence the express purposes of society
challenges its suppression. The Rev. 8. G. OsporyE has awise word
on this topie, in his paper on * Immortal Sewerage.” After visiting
some of the deep dirt-pools of social life, which after all are but the
dregs and drainage of the Public-houses, he says :—* We both had
heard enough of great Sanitary Commissions, etec. Had either of
us ever read or heard of one NATIONAYT, ATTEMPT to deal with such
matter ! I shall be told of Ragged Schools, Reformatories, and
Penitentinries ; far be it from me to take from the eredit due to
these institutions ; but they, after all, only touch a very small por-
tion of the evil, and though they have done much, each in its own
way, all they have done is as a mere drop to the ocean of sin which
yet ebbs and flows unassailed. THE GRBAT POINT OF ATTACK SHOULD
BE THE FEEDING SOURCES OF THESE PLACES.” Exactly so! The
National attempt is now inaugurated—the Allies are being erga-
nized ;—we have traced the evils fo their source and head—mapped

5 e,

* History of ihe First Fourteen Years of King James's reign, published in Somers's
Trats. Yol ii. ..
4% Essays, vol. ii. p.116-129. He notes a proper distinction:—* As the establish-

meni of Tnes iz one of the surest proofs and accompanimenis of increasing civilization,
go the multiplication of Ale-houses is not less surely the eflect. and the caunse, of an
increased and increasing d-pravity of manners. It may be aflirmad broatiy, an
out gualification, that every public-house in the conntry which is not required fo
convenisnce of travellers, w&rl‘nwg, and persons frequenting o market, is @ seMIRGTY
for idleness, misery, and payperism.
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out the campain—and are now preparing to attack the ‘Feeding
Sources’—ithe Lraffic. ; 5

§ 165. History and the practical experience of our own @&y maﬂ‘!:
at this point. What says Mr VANDERKISTE, afj:er A siw years
Mission among the Dens of London :—* We may build chut:ches and
¢ chapels, and multiply schools, but until the drunken habits of the
¢ Jower orders are changed, we sha-]]!. never act upon them AR 'We
¢would wish. While the pot-house is their church, gin their sacra-
“ment, and the taproom their schoolroom for evening classes, how
¢ gan we adequately act upon them for the conversion of theirsouls P

'What says the Rev. Warrer IRvINE, a Clergyman of Newcastle,
in reference to the Traffic! ¢They might build schools ; but until
“this system was suppressed, seeds of iniquity would ccn‘bmu_e to be
“gown, which would manifest their growth in future generations.’

Hear the admission of an opponent :—*Schools, churches, clubs,
‘reading rooms, libraries, are robbed of half their good fruits by the
“passion for stimulants, which stifies the love of wisdom, of piety,
“and duty.’* : :

Mr SmirH, the Governor of the Edinburgh Prison, says :—

“Build a church and penitentiary in every street, with all the
means and appliances on the side of religion and virtue, and allow a
dram shop to be opened cvery second ov third door, with all its means
and appliances towards vice and erime, and the result will be that,
geconded by the inherent depravity of our nature, eriminals of all
gorts will be produced much faster than they can be reclaimed.”

Similar is the testimony of an observant author, in this dialogue:

“Mr BixcieEren: If I am to be a faithful counsellor, T must not
shrink from reminding you of what will ever be the grand stumbling
block to all genuine amendment, here or eleewhere,—of an evil that
will undo all the good accomplished, wherever it exists. You may
build ehurches, endow schools, preach to the poer, visit, feed, clothe,
and educate them—devote your whole life to their interests; and
ﬁt’ 80 long as there is an Inn in the place, it will be of no avail,

‘he Public-house, wherever there is one, will demoralize the popu-
lation, and leave scarcely a vestige of your work. Have you
thought of this?

“ Lapy Uxa: I have thought of this; for it is my belief, as well as
yours, that no reform, anywhere, can be available, independently of
the character of the Inn and Innlkeeper of the district.

“Mr SiNcrETON: Alas! the whole system is against the most
respectable Innkeeper in the world. Unless Public-houses can be
eradicated, no effectual reform can be carried out.”+

‘We have a better way : to eradicate that which alone makes the
House evil—the one unfailing thing which disturbs— AZcolol.

The Public drinking House, licensed by law, is the acknowledged,
unchangeable enemy of social progress and national prosperity..
Why longer pursue our Penelopean policy of Licence, ravelling with

-,

* Westminster Review, liv, 1. 463,
Lady Uneand fier Queendom. London ; 1864, pp. 247, 250,
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the one hand what we inweave with the other? Why hestitate or
tarry in a work of such paramount necessity? Since no one denies
that there fs ‘ something rotten in the State,” let us resolve thak

What eomfort to this great decay may come
Sha'l be applied. e i i

Dr CouLrFr, in a work detailing his adventures in a Sail over the
Pacifie, narrates a curious history of one TERENCE CoxNELL an Irish
convict escaped from Australia. He had become the cliief of a tribe
of Horroforas, in New Guinea. After rendering some service to an
exploring party, he made a farewell visit on board ship. Asked by
the Captain whether he would take Brandy or Wine. good TErRY
replied in these remarkable words :—¢ No, thankee, sir. It's long
“*since I tusted the likes, and it might bother me. I-often had a
 notion of making a drop here for myself, out of thimn sugar canes
¢ growing wilil along the banks of the river ; but yeez see, i I did,
¢ the rest of the thribe might larn the thrade, and thin a purty sight
‘T'd have to dale with! And I said to myself, I’ll do no sich
* thing ; they're wild and mad enough without that. And that’s the
¢ razou, Captain, I teks none myself.” Is there not here a lesson of
forbearance which we may well take to heart ? Does not the self-
denial of this ruler of a savage tribe shame our own Sybarite indul-
gence | Half the wisdom, even without the personal abstinence of
this poor man, would save the nation from its ‘ greatest enrse.’

§ 166. Putting out of sight a few theorists ' conscientiously’
opposed to a Prohibitory Law—a sort of political ¢ Children of the
Mist,—this question may be viewed as an unerring practical test of
patriotism. We may predicate of it. indeed, what Mr Pruxker
said of the abolition of Lotteries —that it is very much a matter of
Morar FEeLing—of more, or less, or none—and the Patriometer has
its three corresponding marks—maxivwm, minimini, and zero. *Mr
J. WEYLLAND, in his evidence before the Select Committee,* admi-
rably hit off the negative c'uss. “There are,” says he, ‘a great many
“men without any religion whatever, and they say, ¢ We want our
¢ beer fresh on Sunday ; in fact, they would not perhaps eare if half
€ the world awas deank, provided they e ald have a * goul luad” 1o their
 beer on Swundiy.’ These may be called, with literal truth, our
¢ frothy patriots.” The wminimumn class has higher representatives, to
wit, the ZLimes, With them the motive is couched and concealed
under the wider and more plastic phrase—' Public Convenience.’
The 7imes admits that the giant and “ countless’ cvils of the Traffie
may be destroyed by ¢ the absolutism of a Maine-Law’; but then—
the ‘Public Convenience’ and the ¢head of beer’! We point to
three-fourths of the calamities and crimes of the nation, and say—
Here is the cure—just stop the open Traffic in Britain asthe people
hate stopped it in a dozen of the American States—and the T'mes
reiterates * Public Convenience’ !—which, being interpreted, means
the Tippler's Convenience to tipple.

—r—r B

* ond Report on Public-Houses, 133, Poage 5.
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11 cosT 7—asks the Times. The price, of course, musk
bew;;fiﬁin W{'-El[:ah is got for nothing, says the proverb, is m;.h;?g
worth. But what s the cost 7 Simply Hua—thelsacnﬁq&_u u:
ready convenience of purchasing a Pot of Beer, or Piut of u‘.lct::!]13 i
the next turning ;—or, at the worst, j}ha exchange of a Pot of E;
clay’s adulterated fora Pot of genuine Home-brewed. Now, 1
price paid, how stands the Balance Sheet of the Nation ?

DrunsENNESS is exchanged for SOBRIETY :

DisgasE for HeartH :

PovERTY for WEALTH :

IxgaNITY for SELF-CONTROL :
IGNORANCE for KNOWLEGE :

Rrior axp Crive  for ORDER AND PROGRESS.

Could we have a cheaper tax to achieve a grander amelioration?
Look over the items once more !  Side by side with Lhe Tufwmc—-
for that is the practical alternative—stand Poverty, Bruta'ity, and
Domestic degradation ; Crime, Ignorance, and Diserse ; and lieaped
around as spoils, are defeated Sanitary Measures, and frustrated
Political rights, and fragments of Philanthropic plans; Lieyond,
clouds and darkness. But side by side with ProuisiTion, what have
we? Health and Wealth, Social Order and Domestiec Concord, Art
and Knowlege, directed by noble aims and hopeful endeavors
towards the illuminated pathway of the Future. He who has the
‘more ’ of feeling, can scarcely hesitate. _

§ 167. The patriotic Klectors of this country—the hdmirers and

ardians of the Constitutional freedom of the British Empire—
themselves the trustees of a great interest, to whom Providence has
assigned the duty of broadening down the basis of that Freedom—
should emphatically appreciate the merits and mission of the
Alliance. What ‘*interest’ so extensively corrupts the fountain of
political power ? What system so debases the exercise of the fran-
chise ? What organization so endangers the prospeets of political
amelioration as the Traftie ? Let disgraced Hunn and disfranchised
81 Areans deelare | The Traffie, in the first place, by brutalizing
and pauperizing our people, liquidates the sufirage in tens of thou-
sands of cases; in the second, depraves the exercise of it in those
who wield it; and, in the third place, domineers, with a mean and
eelfish tyranny, over the community that would use it ficely. A
Blackburn Brewer, not long ago, vaunted that he could buy up half
the votes of that town by dispensing a pot of beer to each elector !
We hope and believe that he is grossly mistaken in his infamous
boast ; but, cert=inly, in many towns, the influence of the Traffic is
enough to defeat both good men and great measures. Do we, then,
object to Publicans having votes for the election of Members of
Parliament, Poor-law Guardians, and Municipal Councillors? = Un-
guestionably—so long as they are also Drink-dispensers. On what
ground ! The same ground which induces the Lord Chancellor to
reject the nomination of Brewers and Publicans to the Commission
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of the Peace—because they have a direct trade interest posed
that of the community—becanse they are ¢ Pm&ggﬂ-_.nal]? :ﬂﬁﬁ 20
in disturbing the peace—because, as Magistrates, they would have to
8it in judgment upon their own acts, or that of their ¢ creatures”
in tied houses and others—and because in Brewster Sessions they
would be subject to the warping of self-interest in granting or denyi
licences. 1If a Publican could vote on mere ceconomical or pﬂhm
principles—we shagld readily accord to him the privilege, whether
tory, whig, or radical. Butthis is just impossible : for the Craft
avows that political prineciple must be subordinated to private profit.
A Mr Cooxk, one of the Leaders of the Licensed Victuallers, and an
ex-Publican, at a meeting of the body at Gateshead, so late as April
22nd, 1856, thus announces the programme of an organization
extending from York to Berwick :—

“‘To see that a member was not foisted on-the electors who had
no community of feeling with THE TRADE,

““ The trade would ®irst look to their own private interest, and

“THEN to the general interests of Society.

““ At the last meeting, they gave instructions to the committea to
use every justifiable means* in promoting the interests of the body,
by placing members of the trade in stations of honor and trust—as
councillors, poor-law gnardians, overseers, etc.”

At the Annual Delegate Meeting (1856) of the Licensed Victuallers’
Defence e, held at Birmingham, the Repor¢ displayed no
reticence in this matter.

*“ Their watchword should be, firstly, Their own Trade Interests,
and to KNOW No OTHER POLITICS than to ensure ‘the right man in
the right place.’ ”

With principles more befitting Pirates than Citizens, held by men
who muster one-fifth of the horough votes, such an organization is
dangerous, if not watched, as it must be. It is well to know, how-
ever, the maxims of our opponents. Their candour exceeds their
conscience; for what can be more immoral and nefarious than these
avowed intentions? The Community to be sacrificed to the Craft!
The moral law is inverted, and the social pyramid is placed upon its
apex, instead of its base! The motto emblazoned nponthe banners
of Boniface would overturn all government but that of an alecholio
ochlocracy. *‘General Good must wait on Private Gain.” But
even worse is meant than expressed by this maxim. It is no ques-
tion of mere waiting—to be served at last: since to look first at the
private interest, is, in this case, to superseds for ever the publie

-

* Faocta'hest interpret phrages. In the Scotch Publicans' Circular Letter, detoiling
their deputation’'s visit in June, 1856, to the ' Parlinment Men' in London, to get the
lawrepealed, which, they say, has not stopped, or materially diminished, drinking!—
they tell how very ‘serviceable” Mr CoBBETT Was; hf:w thieycontrived to moke M
Douxcan, of Dundee, to ‘change his mind completely ;' how Bir Josaus WALMELET
peited them on the back, and said, * Go on—don't be afraid ! and bow this friend af
representation wounld, by English votes, coerce Scotch convictions. ““Go on,” snys he,
“ wawill soon got the guestion aottled —1F NEED BE, 1K &PITE OF YOUR ScoToH MEM-
nERrs:—while M essrs. SimEs, FosTeR, end Wantace=—0, desecrated name !—' werd
amunig the few at the agitation las vear why MANAGED the work.”
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_ The weneral interest can never be a supplement to the interest .
%?'0: Traffic Erhi::h creates poverty, degradation, and disorder. The
first part of the Trader’s creed, therefore, ﬂuatratga the profesaefi
object of the second : for, to establish the prosperity of the_Puhh-
can is to subvert that of the Public. With such intentions of
utter selfishness, and such a maxim for justifying th_e means, the
Publicans seek to supplant our independent and patriotic men—to
control the official machinery of society—to fill our general and
municipal couneils with their tools and nominees—and fo malke the
entire apparatus of government subservient to sustaining _err per-
nicious privileges, and instrumental in taxing the community for the
support of their paupers, their lunatics, and #heir criminals! The
tide of patriotism may rise—but no higher than the pockets of the
Publican ! Everybody, people and parliament, must ‘stand and
deliver’ at their command, and be coerced into consulting the
supreme interest of the Liquor Trade ! ‘The free and independent
electors’ of Britain will assuredly repudiate so mean a standard of
Patriotism, and spurn, as it deserves, so monstrous and disgusting
an attempt ab dictation. When this miserable fraction of a People,
only tolerated by magisterial suffrage, wearing the badge and livery
of a craft, and which is “ bound-over’ from year to year,—whensuch
a body announces that the interest of NumMBER ONE is a microscopic
and immediate necessity, but the welfare of an entire CoMMUNITY &
telescopic and conditional convenience—it can scarcely complain if
the said community whose rights are so cavalierly treated by this
privileged rump, and whose welfare is so coolly postponed to a more
convenient season, should, some-day-soon, withdraw a privilege and
abate a nmisance. This is an age in which old party distinctions
have faded into the past, and the politically dead are left to bury
their dead. Party-politics are rapidly vanishing with class-legisla-
tion, and the bonds of a common duty and enlightenment are uniting
the best and wisest of all parties into one National Union. But
what Crass LeersnaTion ean match in impudence, or exceed in
wickedness, that of a System which is avowedly based upon selfish-
ness, built up by the vices, and cemented by the sufferings of the

eople? We have not, however, the slightest fear of this faction.
long, an extension of the franchise will swamp them utterly ;
and even now the registered members of the Alliance in several
Boroughs can outvote them, three to one. Anintelligent friend of
ours, in conversation with one of the Members of his Borough,
whose support of the Alliance Bazaar he had solicited, was told that
70 Landlords would vote against him were he to declare his sympa-
thies in that direction. * Well,” quietly responded our friend,
““we have 200 Alliance men already entered upon the register.” A
handsome contribution was the significant response.
§ 168. The poor Publican, however, regarded as Man, should,
equally WIﬂ{ us, pray to be delivered from the temptations of his
adful ﬂﬁmﬂ_g_ﬂﬂh?ered, we say, from his trade, since the temp-
tations are #n it. The returns of the Registrar-General tell a foarful
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tale of shortened life ; but what is that compared to the cear:
polluting influence of the Traffic upon the m?ul ; and not ?—:ﬁ; %;ﬂg
the Trafticker, ‘but upon his wife, his sons, dm:ghturs and depen-

. : ] pen
dants? Go where we may, the same miserable sto; y of debauch
disease, and death, meets us. The frequent half-altered afgu—bﬂarci
of the public-louse—the master’s name substitute by the widow’s—
s ;mew:;i_ff significant.* Within sight of the room in which we
write, such a sign is visible—the old name is obliterated. and the
new one freshly emblazoned. He *maried’ into the Traffie strong
and healthy, and within a few years his own liquors sent him to the
grave—a wretched drunkard at 29. At the other extremity of the
vilage is a similar Alehouse sign. The proprietor drank away his
health, first puffing up his body and then making calfless lis legs,
and finally sank into the grave, a veritable sot, without one thought
or feeling beyond the animal—dead in soul years before his body
died. While travelling in a stage-coach a little time back, we put
to an nteresting girl, one of the passengers, the question—Are you
returning home ! ** No,” said a person accompanying her, **she is
going to school ; for you see, sir, her Father keeps a public-house,
aud home is no place for her, now.”

A moble English proprietor of superior intelligence, once said to
an observant writer :—** * From my experience, [ should say, thero
* 18 something contaminating in the trade of the Publican,  Assuredly
“ as ever I have allowed a couple of excellent servants of irreprouch-
“alble cloracter to set up a public-liouse upon 1y estates, I have
¢ found that I had consented to the moral ruin of themselves and their
‘ families. Warnings of their moral danger have had no effeet in
¢ preventing the fatal results.” As we sail along in the voyage of
lite we witness many wrecks. Most certainly, the history of the
families in the northern towns of Seotland, in which I was born and
reared, 1s full of domestic catastrophes ; but, in regard to the fami-
lies of publicans, I can scarcely remember any who have escaped
notorious shame,”

& 169. The interest of the 7'radesman is clearly on the side of
prohibition : for every shilling spent on drink is abstracted from
dress, furniture, food, or books (which are the food and furniture of
the mind). The transient and selfish pleasure of drinking, indulged
in by such crowds of our citizens and working men, and to which
the Traftic tempts them against their better judgment, is the virtual
withcrawal of so much business from other and 1nnocent trades, the
prosperity of which, unlike that of the Drink seller, is a sure sign
of general happiness and material progress.] If we assume that

* This ngain induces ineffciency as regards {he law—for the woman eannet enforce
it, aud has to * beg and pray " her customers 1o quit at *n seazonuble Livnr.

+ Scottish Revicw, vol. iv, p. 278,

3 Clhambers's Journal states that in forty towns in Scotlind, every 149 persons sup-
a dram-shop, while it takes 981 to keep a Laker, 1,067 a buicher, u:nlr 2241 &
kseller. We exiract & local illustration from a model punphlet, entitled Y
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int _one of our adult population is interested pecuniarily in
g]’;z mﬁz&ﬁ; thiﬂh 18 EDIEI«E:WI;]-BPI‘E about the. mark, ’ghpn we have
twenty to one interested in its total and,immediate abolition,

§ 170. The Working (lasses especially have their interest and
elevation wound up with the success of the Alliance. Only those
who are base enough to fawn—men who flatter but to fleece—will
compliment them, as a class, on their sobriety and self-control.
Like every other class, they have their class-faults—and jfﬂ.“m
these faults stand in the way of the social advancement a.nEd Enlltl_ca.l

ower of the working men, only their worst enemies, or ill-judging
iends, would counsel silence. Earnestly, then, andin all sin-
cerity, we warn them against false hopes of sudden social elevation,
and particularly against pot-house agitation and agitators.
He that drinks for liberty,
TFaster binds all tyrant power ;
' And the Zraffic's cruel glee
* But postpones the People’s hour.

Their rights, as laborers and citizens, can never be secured until
they are men—temperate, self-respecting, enlightened ; and there-
fore united and powerful. ¢ Strikes” will never aid them, for they
fight capital with-unequal weapons; political agitation is still more
feeble when arrayed against the privileged classes, who, if they were
willing, dare not, in fact, trust the laborer with the franchise. The
working men must help themselves first of all, and then their friends
in other ranks will be able to help them too; until that first step be
taken, the second is impossible.

If we regard the condition of social environment of the mass of
our artizans—if we take into account, not only the high wages of
many sections of them, but, in contrast with the Continent and other
countries, their universal freedom from taxation on the necessaries
and the simple comforts of life;* if we contemplate, also, the manifest
willingness of other ranks to contribute to their social welfare, as
they have already supplied so many appliances and means of educa-
tion,—we shall perceive that the Working Classes of Britain possess
unparalleled opportunities for social elevation. Why, then, are you

a¢ il 15 raviewed in its moral aspects, Social State, and Sanitary Condition.
Relative Proportion of Traders in Food, in Clothing, end in Strong drink.

200 Butchers 103 Drapers 44 Drink-manufacturers
67 DBakers, etc. 198 Shoemakera 50 Spirit Merchants, ete.
131 Grocers, ete. 27 Hatters 435 Public-houses

21 Eating-hounses 179 Tailors 76 Beer-shops.

M 7 600
In every large town a similar enquiry should be instituted, and the whole relations of
this question brought to bear upon the loecality.

* “Whatever he contributes to the revenue is apurely voluntary contribution. If he
eonfines himself to a strictly wholesome and nutritions diet, and to an ample supply
of neat and comfortable clothing,—if he is content, as so man af the best, and wisest,
and strongest, and longest-lived men have been before him, tolive on bread and meat,
and milk and butter, and to drink only water ; to elothe himself in woollen, linen, and
cotton ; 1o forego the pleasant luxuvies of sugar, coffes, and tea, and to eschew the
noxious ones of wine, beer, spirits, and fobacco,—he may pass through life without aver
paying one shilling of taxation, OF what other country iu the wur%d can the same be
#aid P"—Edinburgh Review, April, 1851, p. 315,

U
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degraded and helpless? Why the political Pariahs of the e
tion? The late Mr G. R. PnRT'En hit upon the Bﬂlﬂﬁflfqlglhiﬂ;s
celebrated paper on *the self-imposed tavation of the Working Classes,?
Fliero he o> ;hﬂt’fn Sxduiing vines and brandy consumed by the
wealthy, the Indus HES nd upon Ba 1
thﬂﬂ;ﬁm qum of fﬁﬁ,ill,ﬁmetaﬂjnga Sl and Topteue

hi at once furnishes a key for unlocking the social diffi-
culties of the nation. The discussion of impmcti%ab]a Theories of
Population might be safely postponed for centuries, and problems
concerning hours of labor, emigration, pauperism, and crime, receive
a ready and natural solution—if the people would insist upon the
removal of that which tempts them fo this needless and profligate
expenditure. The secret of the creation of a wealthy class is in
capital saved, instead of capital swallowed: and the course by which
some poor men have risen to riches, is open 1o al/l. Not that we
recommend the insane pursuit of wealth, such as we sometimes
behold it; competence and ease are the better conditions, acquired
without that continual strain and care which in the end frustrate the
enjoyments of the afluent. For the worthier pursuits of life, which
furmish the most real and lasting happiness—for a life, simple,
refined, and intellectual—wealth is happily not required; but it is
one of the compensations of the large class lying at the baseof society,
that, while the opulent are oblized to expend their means, not in
natural channels which contribute to their own happiness, but in
show and luxury, and modes dictated by a tyrannous Convention—
the self-imposed tax of the wealthy—there is nothing to debar the
masses of our people from the enjoyment of a competence.

By a simple and frugal life alone, a people can put-by a capital for
securing their own general elevation and permanent sperity.
Such a course is the only practicable one for re-knitting the broken
bonds of society, by narrowing that wide gulf which separates
classes-—diminishing the numbers of the very rich, and vastly
increasing those of the comfortable and ‘well to do.” It is an
undoubted evil that the capital of material civilization should be
aggregated into masses, and held at the disposal of the few rather
than the many, for the disparity of power, thus created, affects, at
once, the oljects of production and the direction of their distribution,
This, in reality, is the evil of luxury—that forerunner of national’
decadence. It originates the loss of labor in the production of
articles which are either worthless, or exceedingly limited in the
cirele which can enjoy them ; it prodigiously augments the numbers
of the unproductive classes, an evil comparable to the evil of standing
armies or pensioners; thereby imposing an extra burden of toil upon
those who must work. But this evil is insignificant compared with
the self-inflicted one of the Laboring Classes, who expend, not only
what might easily be put-by for capital, but the very means of the
daily bread and education of their families—expend £25,000,000
annually upon a selfish and sottish pleasure, enjoyed apart from their
househald—expend it in pernicious articles of luxury, which involve
the waste of money, the misapplication of capital, the increaseof an
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i and of paupers, criminals, and taxes—which, in fine,
ﬁﬁﬁf‘:’aw atker agency ever known, contracts the labor mavket,
lossens the fund out of which wages must be paid, and, by nécessity,
augments the toil, while it diminishes the rewards, of labor. The
Licensed Victuallers boast of the importance of their trade to the
country, because it has a jized capital of £20,000,000. But here are
the Working Classes alone casting away annually a far larger capital—
a capital imperiously needed for their own comfort and independence.
Tt must be obvious o the least reflecting reader, that the only
natural and efficient remedy for the evils which affect the Laboring
Classes—is the diversion of these means of elevation into legitimate
channels of trade, manufacture, and comumerce. Let one part of
this enormons sum now only thrown into the caldron of mischief,
be expended upon food, clothing, furniture, and education, increasin
at once the happiness, dignity, and influence of your class,—an
another or surplus part be reserved, and, on the prineiple of associa-
tion now legalized, applied to the purchase of the material and
machinery of reproductive manufacture and commerce—in short,
let the many as @ body imitate the career of the few—and no power
can possibly prevent, or even long retard, your enfranchisement.
We Euow indeed what is the immediate hindrance to the sobriety of
your class. Itis the temptation of the licensed Traffic—the ‘ Tra®s,’
as they are truly called amongst yourselves. If the Pupnic House
18 your worst enemy—the Alliance, then, must be your best friend.
Its claims are before you—and you will act befittingly.

§ 171. We have addressed the Working Classes with respectful
freedom ; but a word on their behalf is also due to the Wealthier
Friends who desire their improvement—those who, while acknow-
ledging the Claims of Labor, do mot forget the Duties of Capital.
It 1s a pleasing sign of the Times, that the Labover is cared for at
all : that on his behalf Sanitary Commissions and Mine and F
Inspectors are sent forth—that official enguiries are instituted into
reported abuses of every description—that Education is orgamized,
and Schools of Art set-up. But is there not one great drawbaek ?
‘We have charitable associations and legislative remedies for every
possible variety of wretchedness—save the greatest of all, and the
seat and source of most others. It i3 not better men we want, bu
Wiser measures : measures which go at once to the roo¢ of the matter,
and go in the right way. The relations of an effete feudalism cannof
be revived : and ought not if they could. We must appeal to the
artizan as a man, and, by the removal of overbearing seductions on
the one hand, and by wise aid and instruction on the other, help
him to help himself, without destroying his sense of mdependence,

*“To distressed individuals of all ranks, we owe tender compassion,
and charitable aid ; to the lower orders, as such, we owe not charity
but justice,—not so much the open purse, as the equal measure.
Advice, as far as they will receiwve it ; guidance, as far as they will
submit to it ; control at times, as far as the freedom of the consti-
tution will enable us to exercise it; education of the best-qua.]ity,
and to the utmost extent that our nuhappy sectarian jealousies will
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permit us to bestow it. We owe them fair-play in ev ing ;
Justice of the most even-handed sort,—full, unquestionable, and
overflowing ;—the removal of every external impediment which prevents
them from doing and being whatever other elasses can do and be. We
owe to them every facility with which we can surround their conflict
amid the obstacles of life,—facility to acquire temperate habits [instead
of legalized temptations to intemperance]. We should enable them
to get everything, but should profess to give them, as a class, little
or nothing save education.™*

The Alliance presents the opportunity for doing good to this class
by wholesale—namely, by originating facilities for repressing the
temptation to wholesale ruin,—for the removal of social impediments
to popular elevation, and the initiating of temperate habits—a thing
utterly inconceivable amidst the machinery of the Traffic,

This is an age when we ought to study at once the policy and the
economy of Benevolence; for we need all our strength to cope with
the complicated evils of society. Policy and (Eeonomy combine in
this question; teaching the Philanthropist to go to the source of
misery, to prevent effectually, instead of palliating imperfectly.
Destroy the Traffic, and dirt and filth, ignorance and youthful
depravity, will disappear more rapidly than if you issued a thousand
Sanitary Commissions, or erected a hundred Reformatories.

% 172. Compare the Education Census with Redgrave's Criminal
Tables and the Fweise Returns, and at once the great fountain of
mischief is disclosed: leading us to perceive the true and only
remedy for our social evils. 1t is startling enough to know that
Bucks, Beds, Hunts, Monmouth, Herts, etc., with the greatest
amount of Secular and Religious Tegehing, are nevertheless
nearly twice as criminal as some of our most ignorant counties!
How is this? Because the School and Church have to contend with
the Tavern and Beerhouse; so that, while Education has been
ameliorating society in one direction, the Traffic has been corrupt-
ing it in another.I Twenty-four of the English counties present
the following social paradox., In 12, with Education and Worship
prus, Crime is 19 per cent above the average. Why ? Because
Drunkeries are 47 per cent above the mean. In the other 12 counties,

i

* Edinburgh Review. April 1851

+ Mz Cray, in Preston, finds that in 75 cases ont of the 100, the fault of the child is
traceable to the parents; and that in 57 per cent of these cases, the parents ars intem-
perate. The Report of the Northampton Gaol,at the Michaelmas Sessions, 1856, says =

“ Tt i3 but too evident, that the canse of juvenile delinguency can mever be very
materially affected by ReformatorySchools. How can ths most worthless parents,
whose earnings are wasted in drunkenness and profligacy, be compelled to contribute
towards the support of their children in these institutions? Insnch cases, unless the
1oss of the uhjﬁiren'a earnings shonld operate as & punishment upon the parents, the
Reformatory School will simply relieve them of & burden, and thereby afford them
additional means to squander in vice, There is a sufficiently large field of usefolness

to these excellent institutions; we need not claim to them an amount of good
which they are never likely to accomplish. They mey do much to cleanse the pollated
stream, but they cannot purify the source from which it flows.’

1 Tables and Diagrams will be found in the Seguel, and in the Author's peper
mcaag?i br the Brussels' Congress. See the 4th vol. of Dr Lees' Works.
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i :on and Church-attendance mixvs, Crime ig 22 per cent
rﬂgf 21]111:3. :::;?nge. Why? Because the Drunkeries are 42 per
cent below. As regards the repression of Crime, therefore, less
Drink-shops with ignorance, is more effectual than Knowlege and
Religious Instruction with more. The Traffic de-Religionizes and
dis-Educates the Nation. g

§ 173. ““To the Magistracy of this country, there not only
belongs all the responsibility that wealth, rank, and intelligence
involve, but there is superadded all the responsibilities of office. To
them is committed the administration of the laws, not only for the
¢punishment of evil doers,” but that they may check and control
the sources of evil and crime. Such, for example, is the power
which the Legislature has given them over the LICENSING OF HOUSES
FOR THE SALE OF INTOXICATING DRINE. Their authority over these
houses involves them in serious responsibility, which, we fear, has
never been sufficiently considered.* In reference to the sources and
occasions of intemperance, this discretionary power may be directed
either in a beneficial or a baneful channel, in proportion as it is
exerted to diminish or to multiply the means and temptations to the
nation of gratifying an unnatural and morbid thirst for intoxicating
liquors, and by which they impart or withhold a public sanetion to
those opinions and practices with which intemperance and its con-
comitant vices are identified. This discretionary power, then, ought
to be employed in a manner most accordant with the original spirif
and evident intention of the law, if good—or dealt with according
o its tendency to promote or obstruct the great purposes of social
life—peace, virtue, and happiness. Now, what was the original
end contemplated by the law in reference to the establishing and
licensing of Public- Houses ! Simply, that they should be houses
for innocent and necessary refreshment.

“* But what says the voice of impartial history ? What, the varied,
multiplied, and constantly renewing enactments of the Legislature ?
‘What says bitter experience ? They all proclaim the fact, that
these houses have lotally reversed their original character, and become
places where the unwary have been seduced, the strong tempted,
and the weak ruined ; in short, they have been transformed (by the
gradual, but natural operation of the intoxicating agent to the
sale of which they are almost exclusively devoted) from houses of
public refreshment and accommodation, into temples consecrated to
sensuality and Bacchus, The abuse has become so common as
almost to lose its power to startle. Men have worn off their sense

i

* In a tract published in 1754, by Sterrex Hanes, D.D., clerk of the closet to the
Prince of Wales, entitled * Friendly Admonitions to the Drinkers of Gin, Brandy," efe."
he observes—“1t 15 o matter of wonder, that an universal indignation is nol raised
against so desiructive a Pest. 1t is sure the duty of every man to set to his helping
hand and appose it to the utmost; but more espéecially those who have it in fheir power
t0 KEEP UF THE FENCES against the encroachments of this terrible destroyer. Now,
gince it 18 found by long experience extremely difficult for the unhappy habitnal
dram-drinkers to extricate themselves from this prevailing vice, so much the more

it becomes the daty of the Governors of the Nation : B hol 8 mo!
tible & #Bmptaﬂun?; tions to withhold from them go irresis-
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of responsibility in this matter, and it is high time that the '
be rf:%sed from their sleep. 'i'ha fact is ég;;n and mnfeggyedﬂlfﬁ
its evil, its wickedness, is not felt. The eyes see, but the heart
and the conscience are unmoved. Nevertheless, responsibility
remains, and presses upon every individual,

““If all men are bound to use their influence against this wide-
) g evil, how much more the Magistrates of the land, in
whose power 1t 18 to abate the nuisance ! Have these houses increased
in number far beyond the reasonable requirements of public con-
venience ! The Magistrates have power to reduce them indefinitely.
Have Public-houses violated the laws enacted for their government ?
Are tippling and drunkenness, idleness and gaming, and many
other vices, not only tolerated but encouraged in them? The
Magistrates have power to refuse their licenses: and having this

ower, they are bound to use it. The sober, industrious, and
intelligent of the community, look to them for protection againss
these evils. The appeal is made, and justly, from those who sujfer
to those who are able to prevent.

“Many Magistrates have already declared themselves favorable
to the object of Temperance Societies ; but the operations of these
Societies are thwarted and counteracted by the licensing of Publie-
houses. 'While, on the one hand, vast bodies of noble and patriotic
Englishmen are devoting their energies to the suppression of intem-

erance, the Law and %Ia.gistracjr of England are, on the other,
icensing and increasing houses devoted to its promotion! He,
therefore, who is a friend to the licensing of drinking-houses, is
practically an enemy of Temperance : and no Magistrate who 18 a
member or a friend of the Temperance Society, can, consistently,
ganction the licensing system, since the tendencies of Temperance
societies and of Public-houses are the very opposite of each other,”#*

As Dr Roserr Erviorr, the mayor of Carlisle, has well said,
however, “Let us hope that the day is fast approaching, when no
magisterial aid or countenance to the misanthropic Dram-seller will
be tolerated, or even possible in law.” )

§ 174. Members of Temperance Societics, from their knowlege of
the evil, and their appreciation of its malignancy, may, above all
others, be expected to hail the Alliance. They are the trained
¢ Tronsides’ and ‘Life Guards’ of the enterprize. As Citizens, they
are competent to join us—as Teetotalers, they should be our
staunchest auxiliaries. Combined to put down Intemperance, they
are virtually pledged to remml;e ﬂei’cathchief caué:r.‘ T]:tig “.['ril.ﬂfm nirg
only creates new drunkards, whi ey are striving to reclaim o
unejert—it- perpetually seduces and prostrates their willing but weak
disciples. That the principles and policy of the Alliance are nothing

X
|
i
|
|
|
|

» From the British Temperance ddvocate. Supplement, June, 1830, _Evur::.]‘
and Gaoler and Prison Iuaseclm throughont the E;?ngqomigu been telling ns th‘:dlﬂié
story’ since that day. Tt was reserved for the Economist, sixteen years after, V1E.
June, 1856, to announce, on the anthority of some shallow, confused, and m;narﬁﬂi
stelistica—that there is no material connection between Drinking-houses and hﬁmh
disorder! The best we can say of the Economist is, that it has lost its .
jta figures—and caunot see the Wood for the trees.

-
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3 i evident from the preceding section—which is ex-
Ergéelg E‘u‘iﬂm{hﬁs to Magistrates which we published sixteen
ears aco.  But that very fact teaches another truth of policy : it
{eacheaﬂthﬁ folly of reliance on mere talk, where Interest and Custom
are entrenched in Law. We must storm that entrenchment; ex el
the enemy, and then build up a legal rampart against hgﬂ return for
ever. The ‘children of this world’—the Secularists—‘are wiser in
their generation’ than those who should be ‘the children of Ii:g.i’at -
but are not always. We observed recently, in a scheme for a Secular
Institute, wherein no religion is to be taught, the proposal to in-
troduce in the Trust-Deeds a clause excluding all ministers of Eeligion
from the management. Admirable policy—for the purpose. So the
Temperance party should act in reference to their dogma : j:mt only
teaching and practising the truth of to-day, but :-'qfuga to License an
Interest to teach and to tempt the people otherwise To-morrow.
This is their ‘material” guarantee for the future—the necessary con-
dition of permanent success—since, in the long run, practical in-
stitutions of an antagonizing character are sure to overturn theo-
retical ideas, moral sentiments, and transient enthumaamg. .Twenty
years ago the Patriarch of your cause, JosEPH LIVESEY, in his letter
on the Beer-Bill, insisted on the evil of the Licensed Houses.
But what has been done? Twenty years practically lost—because, as
a party, your policy was not bold and grand enough. You trusted
to moral suasion, and shunned political action. The shallow cry of
extremes—the timid policy eof ‘Not so fast—not so much’—made
much of your work end in little. 'We should have assailed as a body
the whole system—should have ventilated (as we are now attempt-
ing) the entire Traffic—proving and proclaiming it to be what it is—
a, social nuisance and a moral wrong, calling for fotal and immediate
abolition. This, and this alone, is the grand seeret of the success of
the demand for the Maine Law in the United States. It went
straight to the hearts and consciences of the people: it took fast
hold of their moral will, because it appealed to their moral-sense.
It proposed no distinetion of ‘respectable’ and ‘low’—of few or
many. It refused to whiten and garnish the sepulchre : to hoist
over the Door of Temptation the emblazoned banner of Licence—
to put upon the Traffic the sign and symbol of Law—to give to it
the sacred imprimatur and sanction of the State. It said not to the
mercenary man, ‘‘Youmay do wickedlg, if you keep within bounds,
and hide the corruption from the public gaze.” It entered into no
copartnery and compromise with a business that prospers by the
ereation of paupers and criminals, and makes three-fourths of the
whole business of the Executive Government itself, But it said,
consistently and plainly, This thing is wroNe ; and this wrong shall
not be done, neither with the State's sanction nor the State’s cogni-
zance. Thus it freed the Public Conscience of the Commonwealth
from all share in temptations to drunkenness; it cleared the State
from that which defiled and degraded its subjects, as the Human
Father would desire to exempt the Household from that which pol-
lutes, or as Christ, with divine benignancy, cast out the unclean
Spirits from the tormented demeniac,
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mgl?'ﬁ. Peruse the History of the Movement in the United States,

profit by the lesson. Our interpretation of your position and
prospects is that universally accepted in America, Says Dr MarsH
in a recent sermon :— :

¢ Fourteen, even seventeen years ago, the minds of men in

geveral of the States were fastened u]guc:vﬁII entire prohibition, as the
only remedy for the evils of intemperance. And had it ripened and
become the principle of action, O, what a tide of blessedness would
have rolled over theland ! But at that moment the great Washing-
tonian reform arose. It discarded all law. It would reform the
world by pure kindness. The hardened vender took refuge in its
sanctuary. Only let him alone, and deal kindly with him, and he
would abandon his business—as soon as convenient, THEN moral
suasion took the throne to do its own work—and the work of another.
Here was its great error, and the cause of its failure. AXD IT WAS
TEN LONG YEARS BEFORE WE REEGAINED THE GROUND LOST.”

176. We have already t{)leaded for Woman ; on such a theme, it
is y needful we should plead to her? She—

No Angel, but a dearer being, all dipt
In Angel instincts, breathing Paradize;
Interpreter between the Gods and men.

She whose nature is made for intenser sympathy and deeper love
than man’s—and who is, besides, in a peculiar sense, degraded and
victimized by intemperance—will neither be indifferent to the claims
of the Alliance, nor tardy in offering to it her powerful support.
Already have myriads of British females, with admirable propriety,
addressed the Sovereign Lady of these realms, and intimated the
necessity they feel of having their children and their kindred pro-
tected from the licensed temptations to wrong. The suffering is

atent to every one; no Maud is required to recal tragedies of
omestic cruelty hourly occurring—

When the vitriol-madness flushes up in the ruffian's head,
Till the filthy by-lane rings to the yell of the trampled wife.

But there is need that woman, putting aside an over-fastidiousness
which is not modesty, should know the evils and dangers of her sex,
and look them closely in the face, in order to supply the antidote.
Can she doubt, then, that Zer great enemy is the Public-house—the
avowed rival of the domestic hearth, as that should be made the
rival of the Bar-parlor—that bar, alike dangerous to her husband,
her sons, and her servants—dangerous in its company, its amuse-
ments, its attendants, and its concomitants—dangerous, in many
ways, to the virtue and purity of her sex. Moreover, the Traffic,
in impairing the fine tone of the maseuline mind, makes Woman
and the household suffer; for by whatever entrenches on the modesty
and sobriety of woman, man himself is tainted and lowered. What
more demoralizing than the sight, the other day, in the streets of a
Northern town, of a Woman, good-looking and handsomely atfired,
so helplessly drunk, that fast as the passers-by lifted her up, she
sank upon the pavement, murmuring, with a quaint fitness, the
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snatch of an old song—*¢ Fall as the leaves fall!” Bub we have a
still more horrible complaint against these public-houses. Many of
them directly (as @ll indirectly) have in their female frequenters,
inmates, and hangers-on, rivals in another sense. In a pamphlet
now lying before us, the writer, a fellow fittingly known as ‘‘ Baron
Nicrorsoxn of the Coal Hole,” shamefully contends for the propriety
and privilege of Licensed Victuallers entertaining Prostitutes! The
extent of this evil, in connection with the Traffic, no public statistics
accurately indicate.  We will here simply adduce a sample of its
nature and causes, the blackest disclosures having been already
made. (See p.'184.)

A FWactory Inspector has favored us with the following :—

‘¢ Axxy C—, committed for trial on a charge of felony, told me that
she went astray first in consequence of going to a beerhouse, in
street, along with other mill-girls, to dance—that failing to attend her
work punctually, was turned off; she then commenced an infamous
life. Often went with other girls to (another beerhouse)
Sometimes from 40 to 60 young men and girls went there to dance.
The mistress kept the keys of the bed-rooms, and demanded one
shilling every time the key was requested.

““MartHA P— was the daughter of a widow, at C——. Came to
Bradford as a servant at the beerhouse ; the eonditions of
service proffered her by her mistress were:—food and lodging for her
work; but to find her clothes, she must go with friends ; and when-
ever she oceupied a room, she would have to pay 1s. foritsuse. The
wretched girl, scarcely comprehending the proposition, remained, and
was ruined. Up to that period, she had been a good character.”

In Newecastle-upon-Tyne, June 18, 1854, 30 out of 40 cases brought
before the bench were discharged, because they could not be punished.
Of these 40, not less than 21 were cases of disorderly drunken women,
On another occasion, when the gaoler expostulated against the com-
mittal of nine loose women to gaol for a month when the gaol was
full, Alderman LoNGRIDGE remarked—*¢ If they would keep open so
many Public-houses, they must expeet it.” Mrs Rosson, the expe-
rienced matron of the Penitentiary, remarks ¢‘that Prostitution
greatly proceeds from the bad example of parents, arising from intem-
perance. The dvink, and the favilities for drinking, present the
%ea.test difficulties to female reformation.” At a meeting of the

urham County Penitentiary, Mr F. D. JonxNsox, the chairman,
sald—*“ Out, of the 17 inmates, eight were between 14 and 16 years
of age; and 13 under 20. Being, from their youth, quite unable to
guide themselves, they were got hold of as servants by the keepers of
low public-houses, and by them induced to resort to a profligate life.
Out of 11 inmates who been servants, 6 had been hired by the

keepers of Beershops, quite young girls, perfectly | ;
peculiar nature of the,]:luusea.f’r; T%’ulg;% DaEsely saxoraat (R €l

The smiles of Seraphs are less awful far
Than are the tears of this Humanity,

That sound, in dropping, through Eternity—
Heard in God’s ear , beyond the farthest star.
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If British Women would wipe out this stain and suffering from
their sex and country, they must help the Men of Britain to close
the Nurseries of it.

The Woman's canse is Man's: they ri i
Together, dwarft or God-like, hnnjlrlg:af:;a?nk
For she that, out of Lethé, scales with man

The shining steps of Nature, shares with man
His nights, his days, moves wath him to one goal—
Stays all the fair young planet in her hands,

But while we urge the duty man owes to woman, we must not
forget that which woman owes to her offspring. Let British
Mothers but discharge the duty, not merely of nurture, but of social
protection,—and both Man and Woman, in the immediate future,
shall have room for hope, for purity, and for progress,

And so those twain, upon the skirts of Time,
Sit side by side, full summ’d in all their powers,
Dispensing harvest, sowing the To Ba.

In advoeating prohibition, be it remembered, we are pleading for
the injured wife and helpless children of the victim: a million of
such kneel and pray, ¢‘Deliver him from temptation, and yom
ransom us from worse than death.” Let us take heed to this wail of
human suffering ; so shall we *sleep in blessings,” and our tomb be
kept white by the grateful tears of children wept upon them.

§ 177. From Christian Ministers, above all men, the Alliance
may justly expect cordial and constant assistance. They who are
set apart to illustrate by their learning and eloquence ‘‘the beauty
of holiness” and the ¢ exceeding sinfulness of Sin”—who are
called to minister m ‘holy things *—should, in their practice and
influence manifest the least tolerance for the Sensuality and Vice,
Disorder, Blasphemy, and Unecleanness, which constitute the vital
blood of the Traftie. Which of you, we ask, ever gave to the weakest
disciple of your blessed Master, or to the most perfected Christian,
this advice 1—** Go to the Publie-house.” What communion hath
the Church of Christ with the Temple of Bacchus?* What bond
can unite Comus and Christianity! The places, the spirit, the
works, are not common—not even subsidiary, the lower to the
higher—they are, as we have proved by the evidence and facts of
this volume, essentially antagonistic and irreconcilable. "With Paul,
to be filled with “‘wine wherein is excess,” was the antithesis of

i Y

* Sometimes, indeed, a strange conjunction cccurs between the Tempﬁmlitiga- of a
Church and the Traffic, which first corrupts the people,and then everything elsein due
COUTEE. :

“ Housk oF Lorps, Tuesoay, Jury 8, 1856.—The Earl of SHAFTESBURY, in moving
‘the second reading of the Advowsons Bill, said that its object was to facilitate the sale
of advowsons that were at present in the hands of many owners, The election to such

entations was nttandmf by the most disgraceful proceedings, and the greatest scan-
to the Church, and this Bill had for its object the sale of these h“nﬁ and the
application of the purchase money to the benefit of the parish and the p shioners.
e noble earl proceeded to read u letter which he had lately received from Bllﬁ
which described the scenes of rioting and drankenness that prevailed. Al thepu
houses were open, m:id drunka;u;st prevailed to o direful ﬁ::‘fm!‘ :;;:..Lr{gc];a t:-}:ﬂ wl-f;g-'f ﬁ
ceedings were most disgracefiel. Some time ago an election oo .
'pn.ria?lguf Clerkenwell. Ha was almost afraid to rgfeum then took place, s2 itide-
cent and utterly blasphemous were the whole proceedings.”
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<o flled with the spirit of peace and joy. The work of the
Eﬁxgch is worship zmdp thanksgiving ; the service of the Tavern 1s
revelry and riot, blasphemy and blows. In one, Humanity is con-
secrated ; in the other, desecrated. What is the occasion, at once, of so
much sin and suffering, dishonor and defilement, as the Traffig!
In proportion. therefore, to your reverence of God should be your

obation of it—and in the ratio of your love for Man should be
hatred of this destructive and degrading Trade! What system
creates obstacles so inveterate to the mfluence of Divine truth, and
all the kindred agenecies of instruction, charity, and love™ It is an
agency which not only darkens earth, but casts its shadows and conse-
quences into the dread future. In a national conflict with the
¢works of darkmess,” Christian pastors should, therefore, occupy no
obscure or equivocal position. ; :

§ 178. Prohibition, aswe have seen, has special claims on both
sexes, and on every honest class and party: but it has supreme
claims on the common heart. We are all here for a purpose; a

ose inextricably connected with the development of ourselves
and the welfare of the world; a purpose whose formula of action 1s,
Each for all, and All for each. When that purpose 1s concerned,
or that law is in question—we must know nothing of sect, or party,
or class, There is but one platform for us—the broad platform of
Humanity; but one interest to consider—that of our common
Brotherhood. In this cause, then, we must be ready to lay down
our egoisms and prejudices, recollecting that words are but

bols, while conditions ave necessities.+ Duty is full of sacrifices
and limitations: of which true moral and social laws are the expres-
gion. The development of Human Nature gives rise to three
Institutions: the Family, the State, and the Church. Tliese, as
springing out of the Infantile, the Disciplinary, and the Spiritual
conditions of Man, will have their corresponding institutions in the
world. Thus, from considering Social Life in its several steps and
connected departments, we may gather useful hints of our duty.

The Famiry first receives us to its bosom on our entrance into
life; cradled in love, and protected from premature and mistaken
action, the young heart is excited to grateful emotions. But while
the Mother elicits our feelings, the Father’s authority and maseuline
discipline habituate us to obedience—to order and law. In other
words, the highest rational and moral power, sustained by ecequal
force, checks, regulates, and trains the inferior impulses and
E}lerfect faculties of childhood. The Household, however, would

asunder by the mere gravity of ignorance, or turn outward in

e

* “Tho clergy everywhere, but in our large towns especially, are discouraged, cast
down, almost driven to despair through the universal prevalence of the vice (of drink-
ng and tlie temptations that are mu]h}:llied for its emcouragement on every hand
under the protection of law ;"it thwarts, defeats, and nullifies their Chiistian schemes
and philanthropic efforts to such an extent that it is becoming a matter of grave ques-
'-hﬂn,_ whether infidelity, religious indifference, and social demoralization are mnot
making head against us in defiunce of gll onr chorches, our clergy, our Scripture
Iﬂﬂﬂﬁm. and our schools."—Report of the Chaplain to Northampton Gaol, 1856.

o 1.0 The hesitation of whish we mm]PMm“ says the Times, on the gas-nuisanee,
arises from that absorbing reverence for property which dalls every other faelingin
persons who are honest, intelligent, and endowed with a high sense of duty.”
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violent and selfish commotions, were it not encircled b

and larger Society. Watch the well educated vouth gu?nﬁothrﬁ
into life at the yesty age of passion. How prone, but for social
vestraints and conventions, to follow headlong the stormy impulses
of self-love, and become either a stranded wreck or a destructive
influence ! © The highest sphere of all is the moral or religious
developed in the family and general society, but spreading and
operating beyond by a species of spiritual Freemasonry ; ageregating
1ts scattered elements by a divine affinity into the Temple of the
living CuurcH, for the interchange of love and faith, to this,
the profane and the violent must not enter. It is at this point we
discern the need of some mediating sphere, interposing between
the Family and the Church. Accordingly the State is constituted
to restrain the action of gross passion, to set outward limits to the
encroachments of Egoism, and thus to allow opportunity for higher
influences to exert their sway. The enforcing power is not the
spirit of the law—rathermust we regard it as the frame and canvass
of the picture, which the Moral Suasionist, the Apostle of Truth
and Faith, has to fill in with the beauteous forms and glorious
coloring of life, Civil government is maintained by the Judicial
Tribunal, which becomes its symbol; and, as a symbol, a Teacher,
The idea of Equity to our fellows—the doctrine of social equality—
and all the kindred principles—are derived, because engendered, in
this way. If my neighbor seeks to injure me by transgressing the
limits of law, the flaming sword of Justice stands across his path,
and while the innocent are protected, the eriminal is constrained to
order and habituated to obedience, and some outward respect for
the sanctity of right.* #

Now we have shown by facts, that the Traffic essentially anta-
gonizes these great purposes of life and society—the final ends of
the Household, the State, and the Church. Every duty we owe to
each, therefore, implies an obligation o remove the hindrance and
rout the enemy. The sacredness of home, the honor of woman, the
innocence of youth, the dignity of manhood, invoke us fo destroy
that which soils, disturbs, and debases the Household, The renown
of our country, its industry and order, its enlightenment, peace, and
happiness,—bid us banish that which degrades its people, tramples
on its law, and blots its fame. Above all, mh%lnm ‘pure and un-
defiled,” commands us to annihilate that which, beyond all other
influences, counteracts its agencies, contemns its claims, pollutes its
professors, and retards its consummation,

§ 179. Laatl:,r, we would ask the reader mentally to sum up the
cost and consequences of the Traffic to all the great and varied
interests of the nation. Endeavor, at least, to realize the vasiness
of its mischiefs, as represented under some broad general heads :—

e

* jonal influence of Law isgreat; arising both from moral force and
huhiEhET:iT;{:fﬁlu phserved : Proprium gurfﬂ'ﬂ@iidl'llgﬂlii est, odisse quem loeseris Ttis
the nature of man to hate those whom he has injured). So, conversely, it is
nature to love those whom he is obliged to protect; to honor those whom he is j}} q
to respect. The law which compels ];;arant.s to support their children, has been fonn

to induce a greater regard to the relations before neglected.
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1, Cost or Liquors :—Ale, beer, porter, perry, cider, wined, spirits,
ete. (legal and illicit), £56,000,000 annually. This item in-
cludes the working of the wasted capital of the manufacturer
maltster, brewer, etc.), licensed victualler, beerhouse-keeper,
ete. (£55,000,000); and the labor of all engaged in manufac-
ture and sale.

2, Cost or PuBLIc-HOUSE SymogING. INo one denies the connection
between the Pipe and the Pot! Tobacco-smoking is traceable
to the extent of one-third to the provocatives of the Traffic:
say, £2,000,000. :

3. Cosr or Transir oF Foop from Foreign parts (as the Baltic,
Black Sea, Egypt, Canada, and the United States), to replace
that which is destroyed at home, £2,000,000.

4, Cosr or ACCIDENTS, so far as loss of limbs and injury to the person
is involved. This item includes medical attendance and sup-
port while ill; and whether in public hospitals or private
houses ; say, £150,000.

9. Cost or Disease. (a) Physical. This includes not only deli-
rium, but dyspepsia, inflammation, general chronic ailments,
fevers, cholera, ete. (b)) Mental. Idiocy, Imbecility, and
madness, with more than 30,000 victims. If is certain that
£4, 000,000 would be under the mark of this cost.

6. Cosr or PrEMATURE Morrariry. («) Expenses of Inquests on
those cut off by sudden death, through drinking, disease, and
accident. (0) Funeral expenses of 50,000 persons annually,
whose lives are prematurely shortened. Say, £250,000.

7. Cosr oF Pavrerism. (@) Legal, This involves the expenses
of vagrancy and pauperism: about* £5,000,000 annually.*
(4) Orphanage ; alms-house, hospital, lying-in, and foundling
charities; common alms-giving to beggars, and local charity ;
and Ragged and other School expenses for the children of
Drink-made Poor. This will not be less than £3,500,000.

8, OrrFician Cosr oF Crive. This item comprehends s
and finable offences and actual commitments. It includes (a)
Fixpense of detective police ; (b) Convicting of crime at sessions

assize ; (¢) Prison and convict establishments, at home
and abroad (less value of Prisoners’ labor). £3,000,000.

9. Loss or Maxsvarn Lapor. This head involves (a) loss of time in
drinking, and in attendance on the diseased and eriminal, as
well as by the diseased and criminals themselves ; (b)) Loss
of time or labor through voluntary, and sometimes compulsory
idleness ; and through accident and injury to the machinery of
labor. Say, £6,000,000.

10. Loss or Lire. This loss involves a still greater economical
Loss.—40,000 persons annually perish, prematurely, through
the Traffic. But since they are chiefly adults in the flower of
life, whose existence is shortened on the average 10 years,

-~ s i i

* Wa estimate only the probable share of the Traffic in the enti inki
j ' sha 'a cost of Drinking,
The annual cost of Liquors is 75 millions ; of Panperism and Vagrancy, 7 m.i]]icr:m.E
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we have annually @ loss of 400,000 gears of life—life in its
prime—and, consequently, loss of most valuable capability of
wealth. This, if only reclgoned. at £80 per year, equals
£32,000,000 annually.* Drinking creates not only a loss of
products absolutely, but of valuable quality in productions ; it
mjures, or deteriorates, what it does produce.

11. Loss or ACTUAL ProrERTY by drink-induced conditions. (a
Through Bankruptey—an item of great moment in a mmmﬂrciai
country, since it not simply involves loss, but induces derange-
ments, which continue to spread disaster. (b) Dishonesty ; as
fraud, forgery, robbery, and malicious injury. The official
cost of crime is mot half the real loss. The loss of time has
been mentioned, but to this must be added the loss of property
made away with. Money and goods are often recovered when
Crime is detected—but then, only one out of four crimes has
its perpetrator detected ; for one crime reported, two are not
reported to the police ; and often, for months, or even years,
he%nre a thief is canght, he will filch his £200 or £300 a year.+
(¢) Prostitution. This is fed by the Trafiic to a large extent ;
induces a vast misapplication of funds, as truly as did the
Betting-houses—and is eonneeted with an immense amount of
Robbery, never, for obvious reasons, complained-of to the
Police. (d) Aecidents. This covers sea and land, and includes
fire, shipwreck, injured machinery, explosions, and collisions.
These four items cannot involve a loss of less than £5,000,000.

12, Loss oF MEexTAL Power : the source of Art, Bcience, and
National power. This manifests itself in diminished productions
of the following orders. (a) Austhetic objects, as pictures,
statuary, ete. ; () Ultilities, as inventions in machinery, and
discoveries in practical art; designs and ceconomies in archi-
tecture and building ; (¢) Discoveries in speculative natural
philosophy and science; (d) Books, Poems, ete. It is a
sorrowful truth, that genius has not only been prematurely

inguished in its career, but its development totally prevented
in a vast number of instances. The loss in this direction will
be estimated very moderately at £4,000,000 annually.
Tt appears no extravagance to affirm, that all the misery realized,
and all the enjoyment forfeited, through the operation of the Traffig,
is purchased at the annual loss, or cost, of £120,000,000. \

e

= The fact that #is multitnde would be part of the Nation to consumas and énjoy &
ghare in the fruits of their own labor, does not lessen the National loss : it only indi-
cates additional happiness (the end of wealth) frostrated.

+ At a recent meeting of the Society of Arts, Mr JErwcer Syaoxs stated thatthe
annual loss by thefts to the community in some of the large manufacturing towns was
8N0Tmous. 1854, the eriminal statistics of Liverpool showed that 1,935 children
were committed for felony; the value of property known to have been stolen by these
jovenile offenders was computed al£8,540, of which £1 367 only was ever reco
'Eﬂm average number of commitments was 1,000 per annum ; of these 28 per cent only
conld :nai,lgmr vead nor write. Mr MAYHEW says, in his Great World of London, that
many youths support five or six persons by pocket-picking, and get £50 o week. He
gays, also, that ave 1000 robberies toone detection. These are
nevertheless, the loss must be very great. (272, Note.)
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Such. then, faintly painted, are the most palpable ‘fruits’ of that
sjrﬁtsm’which’tha laxy has licensed—such the benefits wluﬂch it sup-
presses, and the losses it entails—such the manifold evils which a
Prohibitory Law, sustained by the people and upheld by the wise
and good, is competent to exclude from the commonwealth.

180. Do not our facts and evidences challenge the most serious
attention ? Can the patriot, the philanthropist, and the Christian
ignore them, or long stand aloof from the Alhance? We confidently
expect their adhesion. Time and Opportunity, which wait not
for mortals, press for decision and for action.

O love of man made Life of man, that saves:
O man, that standest looking on the light;
That standest on the forees of the night ;
That standest up between the Stars and Graves !
Here is the choice, and now the time, O chooser!
Echoes will wake down ages by thy voice.
Decide ! and be the gainer or the loser;
Then, in thy country shalt thyself new find.
The single globule, lost in the wide sea,
Becomes an ocean. Fach identily is
Greatest in the greatness of its kind.

We beseech you, let not the moment of inspiration be lost. Our
worthiest and our best will surely vindicate, not merely their patriot-
ism and their policy, but also their Faith, It is more than a pro-
blem in po]iticﬂg czconomy which they should aim to sﬂl?e-—nm':]fjng
so mean as a balanee of motives between convenience and principle,
The destiny of this country—nay, of the Saxon race—is suspended
on the issue. By it will be determined whether, on the one hand,
using the Profibition Lever, we raise the degraded and dangerous
classes, and stop the rapid manufacture of more, or whether we
permit the cancer and corruption to spread, and leave it to terminate,
as assuredly it would, in the dissolution of social bonds and the
reign of unbridled anarchy. ZHemember ! that during the last ten
years nearly A MILLION AND A HALF OF CRIMINALS have been in our
prisons and let loose again. Remember, also, the new difficulty
which has sprung up since the Colonies have rejected our social
sewerage. ‘‘ We are now,” saysthe Times, *‘in the unwonted case
of having among us many thousands, tainted, stigmatized, corrupted

crime, its slovenly habits and horrid associations. We are sur-
rounded by men, forming no inconsiderable per-centage of the
population, asking for work or for charity—conspiring against our
property, and if need be, our lives ; spreading the contagion and
art of crime, waking while we sleep ; combining, while we act each
only for himself ; and forming an imperium in imperio that may lead
in time to the most disastrous consequences.” ~Let us, then, con-
centrate the forces of virtue and law upon the sironghold of this
‘empire within the empire’—let us destroy its magazines and muni-
tions of war, and effectually cut off the supplies. Let us enter upon
! this contest, indeed, with a tender sympathy for the victims of those
mal-arrangements to which we have been consenting parties, but
with an immitigable abhorrence of the spiritual and social corruption
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engendered. Tet enlightened men of all ranks, of every sect and
party, combine against a common foe, uniting a divine renunciation
with a human, hopeful enthusiasm' and liberality, by which alone
great ends are achieved. Let us not forget that the removal of the
bulk of our natienal pauperism and erime, by the prohibition of its
source, is but the possible prelude of great positive advances in social
culture. 'We would banish the Traflic, because, with its presence,
neither human nature, nor truth, has fair-play, Crime, potent and
revalent as it is, is not the worst, nor the greatest, evil of the
rafic. Though an indirect, it is not an absolute index of a
nation’s moral séatus ; while subfracting from its merit, it does not
therefore measure its greatness and nobility. The ‘noisy and obtru-
sive’ mischiefs of the Traffic, are as nothing in comparison with its
hidden and unobtrusive influence for evil : are indeed, but ‘outward
visible signs’ of its widespread power to generate sensualism, to
pollute and dim the fresh and pure perceptions of youth, to poison
the atmosphere of social intercourse, to lower the whole tone of our
moral nature and spiritual life, and to depress in all our daily rela-
tions of business and pleasure, the exercise of high and generous
virtues. If the summit of our aspirings be not a mere negation,
let us act as though we desired for our country, what we aspire after
for ourselves, a progressive purification—that as we, having come
out of one bath, seek in another to wash out the mortal stains
which yet cling to us, until we pass, consecrated and pure, behind
the veil—so may this noble Nation, by our efforts and sacrifices first
cleansed from the defilements of the Traffic, age after age advance
the cause of liberty and civilization amongst the Peoples of the
, and, in thus worthily fulfilling her providential mission,
elevate herself to a sacred niche in the grand Temple of History—
an inspiration and a glory for ever.

END OF THE ARGUMENT.
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