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ment with hallucinations at the beginning of the disorder,
but after a few days she had passed into a state of much
mental degradation. She was of filthy habits, and required
to be fed by nurse. She was quite passive in every respect.
There was marked emaciation; heart’s action was very
weak, with a very feeble pulse, and there was coldness and
blueness of the extremities. Temperature was generally 1° F,,
subnormal. Her tongue was coated, and there was sores
about the mouth.

The treatment was, in the first instance, directed to stimula-
tion and support of the general system. Fluid food and
brandy were administered at short intervals night and day.
Care was taken to keep the bowels free, both by stimulating
enemata and laxatives by the mouth. She improved a little
under this treatment, but this improvement was so slight
that the propriety of sending her to a lunatic asylum was
carefully considered about three weeks after admission. It
was, however, determined to try the effect of direct stimulating
applications to the brain. So, on 1st February, heat was
ordered to be applied to the head by the “water-cap” (which
was shown to the meeting) for an hour daily at 110° Fahr.
This was continued for about a fortnight, and then the
temperature of the water was gradually reduced during the
second half of the hour, till only ice-water was ecirculated;
and this was continued for twenty minutes. On the 20th
February there was distinet improvement ; she took her food
herself, and showed more mental activity in other respeets.
From an Em:'lir stage of the treatment friction to the surface
was employed, but now systematic massage for three-quarters
of an hour morning and evening was commenced, the heat
and cold to the head being discontinued. After three weeks
of the treatment by massage she had further improved in
every way, but even then she had not become quite correct
in her habits, At this time she gave slow and correct answers
to two or three simple questions—such as telling her name
a_ncl residence. The massage was now stopped, and the con-
tinuous current to the head was begun, and continued during
the next month till 21st April. The application was made
every second day, and the strength of the current was 4
milliamperes, but only two for the first two days. The
positive pole was applied to the lower part of the spine,
and the negative was slowly moved over the head. In about
a fnrtmg_ht she had become perfectly correct in her habits,
was ts.a:Iklng intelligently, an assisting in the maid-work,
Her mind, however, seemed a little slow, though this appear-







