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INTRODUCTION.

Tue Medieal Society of the County of Albany has existed for
more than half a century. Its beginning was small, and its growth
has been necessarily slow. Its meetings have been held with a
great degree of regularity, and brief records of them have been pre-
served. The increased interest that attaches to these records after
go long a period, and the importance of placing them in form for
more permanent preservation, has induced their present publication.
It is to be regretted that the limits of this yolume could only em-
brace the records to the year 1851, as since that date the Society
has gained new vitality, and its members are the active professional
men of the present day. But the sphere of this volume is with the
past, rather than with the present. It is a painful thought that
after long lives, and useful in the walks of a noble profession, the
memory of us so soon ceases, and we are known not even by name to
those who fill our places. It is with a view of preserving a full
history of the Medical Society, and of placing beyond the reach of
immediate forgetfulness, some notice of those who have been its
members, that the following Biographical Sketches of them have
been written. Among the number are several whose names are
well known all over the eountry, and wherever medical science has
extended. There are others who have filled important positions in
the community, and others still who have no possible claims to
either prominence or distinetion. The author has spared no labor to
obtain some notice of every deceased member, and though in several

instances it is very brief, yetit has been preserved, and it is no fault






ANNALS

OF THE

AMedical Society of the County of bany,

At a meeting of several physicians of the eity of Albany
on the first Tuesday in July, agreeably to an act entitled
“ An act to incorporate Medical Societies for the purpose &
of regulating the practice of physic and surgery in this
state, passed 18th March, 1806, and a sufficient number
to form a quorum not appearing, they agreed to meet again
for the above purpose on Tuesday, 29th July following ;
and the physicians and surgeons of the county were notified
accordingly. -

Agreeably to the time appointed by adjournment, a meet-
ing of the physicians and surgeons of the city and county
of Albany, was held at the City Hall in the city of Albany,
on Tuesday, 29th July, 1806, for the purpose of forming
themselves into a Medical Society, conformably to an “act
of the legislature of this state passed the 18th March,” 1806,
to incorporate Medical Societies for regulating the practice
of physie and surgery within this state,

1
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oF THE CoOUNTY oF ALBANY. 3

the purpose of governing, regulating, and carrying into ef-
fect, the true intent and meaning of the law under which
this Society is inecorporated.

Resolved, That this Society meet again on the first Tues-
-day in October next, at the same place, for the purpose of re-
viewing the report of the said committee.

Resolved, That the anniversary meeting of this Society
be on the second Tuesday in January.

The Society then adjourned.

A meeting of the Medieal Society of the County of Al-
bany was held at the City Hall on Tuesday the Tth October,
1806, for the purpose of receiving the report of the com-
mittee appointed to draught a code of bye-laws, agreeably
to the time appointed by adjournment. The following
members convened: Hunloke Woodruft, William MeClel-
land, Elias Willard, John . Knauff, Charles D. Townsend,
Angustus . Taylor,

The eommittee appointed to draught a code of bye-laws
regulating this Society, report the following, viz:

Art. 1. That the stated meetings of this Society shall be
held on the Tuesday in January, April, July, and October,
at 11 o'clock A. M.; and five members ghall constitute a
(quorum to transact business.

Art. 2. The President, Vice-President, and Secretary,
Treasurer, and Censors, shall be chosen by ballot at the
anniversary meeting of this Society; and if no election takes
plzﬁ;e on that day, they are to hold their offices until the
next anniversary meeting.

Art. 3. It shall be the duty of the President to preside
at all meetirigs ; to preserve order; and to regulate the busi-
ness of the Society, agreeably to the sense and intention of
the members. Ie shall call special meetings of the So-
ciety when he judges it necessary, or when applied to for
that purpose by any two of the members; and to cause
notice thereof to be given by the Secretary.




4 ANNALS oF THE MEDICAL BOCIETY

Art. 4. In the absence of the President, his duties shall
devolve on the Viece-President, and when both are absent
the Society shall elect a President pro tempore.

Art. 5. The Secretary shall attend all meetings, and shall
enter the proceedings of the Society in a book to be kept
for that purpose ; and shall read all letters and papers which
may ‘be communicated to the Society; and transeribe in
a separate book, such of them as the Society may judge
worthy of being preserved, Ie shall give timely notice
in two newspapers of this city of all regular, or such extra
meetings of the Society as the President shall deem expe-
dignt to call. He shall also give notice to members_ of
their elections shall write and answer letters in behalf of
the Society, and shall manage all matters of correspond-
ence; and shall keep an exact record of all candidates
admitted to the practice of physic and surgery by this
Bociety. In case of the absence of the Secretary the 're-
sident shall appoint a Secretary pro lempore.

Art. 6. It shall be the Treasurer's duty to take charge of
and keep a correet acecount of all moneys belonging to the
Society, with the receipts and expenditures thereof, and to
exhibit a statement of the funds once in every year, or
as often as he shall be required so to do; and for the faith-
ful discharge of his trust before he enters on the duties of
his office to give security to the Society in such sum as the
President and Vice-President may judge proper and suffi-
cient. He shall preserve for the benefit of the Societyall
donations, and other moveable property committed to his
charge ; and keep an exact list of the same, together with
the names of the respective donors.

Art. 7. Not less than three Censors shall constitute a
board for examining all candidates who shall present them-
gelves for that purpose, and shall report to the President
within forty-eight hours their opinion.

It shall be the duty of the Board of Censors to examine

et e Y i s 2.



of THE CoUNTY OF ALBANY. 5

all candidates to be admitted to the practice of physic and
surgery on the following branches of medicine, viz: ma-
teria medica, pharmacy, anatomy, surgery, physiology,
theory, and practice of physic, midwifery, and chemistry.

Art. 8. When any person is proposed for admission, the
member proposing him shall give to the Seeretary at a
stated meeting of the Society, a written notification there-
of, mentioning the name of the candidate, and his place
of abode, which notification shall be read; the election
ghall be by ballot, and the votes of three-fourths of the
members present must be given him to obtain his ad-
mission.

Art. 9. Every member shall upon his election and sub-
scribing to the constitution and laws, pay a fee of admis-
gion not less than three dollars, and shall also pay to the
Society at each quarterly mecting the sum of fifty cents.

Art. 10. All moneys collected at the quarterly meetings
from members, together with the fees paid by candidates
for examination, shall go to the funds of the Society, and
shall be appropriated to the establishment of a medieal
and philosophiecal library, and apparatus.

Art. 11. Every candidate, when he presents himself for
examination, shall pay a fee to the Treasurer of this Society,
for its use, not less than two dollars.

Art. 12. Candidates presenting themselves for examina-
tion shall notify the President of theirintentionin writingat
the quarterly meetings of the Society, and the Censors shall
proceed as soon as possible thereafter to their examina-
tion : and it sghall be optional with any member of this
Society, to attend the examination of all eandidates.

Art. 13. No moneys shall be drawn out of the treasury
except by special order of the President.

Art. 14, The exercises of this Society shall be to receive
and collect information on the different subjects relative to
medical science, m‘]d a medical Dissertation shall be

B
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WiLniam BaAy, RrcumoNp BROWNELL,
JOHN STEARNE, Prarr WILLIAMS,

J Erigurs, Joux G. Vouaenur,
Trropric RoMEYN BECK, GeorcE UrrorLD JR,
Erastus WILLIAMS, Joern A. Wing,
JoNATHAN JOHNSON, Prrer Van O'LiNpa,

Resolved, That the bye-laws have their first reading.

Resolved, That the President and Vice-President be a
committee to prepare a seal with a suitable device, and
dranght a form of a diploma in Latin to be presented to
those gentlemen who have passed their examinations,

The Society then adjourned to meet again at the day ap-
pointed for their anniversary.

Agreeably to the time appointed for the anniversary
meeting of the Medical Society of the County of Albany,
the following members convened at the City Hall in the
eity of Albany, on Tuesday the 13th January, 1807: Hun-
loke Woodruft, William MecClelland, John G. Knauff,
Angustus R. Taylor, Charles D). Townsend. The mem- -
bers then proceeded to the choice of officers for the ensuing
year, and the following were elected.

Hunloke Woodruft, President.
William MeClelland, Viee- President.
Charles D. Townsend, Seerefary.
John G. Knauft, Treasurer.

And the following were chosen Censors:
William MeClelland, Albany.
John G. Knauff, do.
Augustus R. Taylor, Schenectady.
Charles D. Townsend, Albany.
Joseph W. Hegeman, Schenectady.

William MeClelland was elected representative to the
State Society.

Resolved, That the by-laws have a second reading.
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Augustus R. Taylor was appointed to present a Medical
Dissertation to this Society at the next quarterly meeting.
Resolved, That Augustus R. Taylor and Charles D.

Townsend be a committee to revise the by-laws and report
any necessary amendment thereof.

Resolved, That Hunloke Woodruff and William MeClel-
land report a form of a certificate for the respective mem-
berships of this Society which shall be in Latin.

Resolved, That a copy of the President’s address be re-
quested for publication,

_ The Society then adjourned to meet again on Tuesday
the 14th April, 1807.

The Society met on Tuesday the 14th of April, 1807, at
the time and place appointed, and adjourned to the house
of Hunloke Woodruff, where the following members con-
vened : Hunloke Woodruff, William MeClelland, John G.
Kunauft, Elias Willard, Charles D. Townsend, Cornelius
Vrooman, Jr.,. Alexander G. Fonda.

Resolved, That Jacob L. Van Deusen and Peter Wendell
be admitted members of this Society.

The by-laws were then read a third time and passed.

Resolved, That Hunloke Woodruft, and William MeClel-
land report the form of a diploma for candidates, of their
admission to the practice of physic and surgery, and also
the form of certificate for the respeetive members of this
Society by the next quarterly meeting.

Resolved, That the eighth article of the by-laws for the
benefit of physicians and surgeonsin this county who have
not yet become members of this Society, be published.

A notifieation of William Smith Gannad was read by
the President signifying his intention to present himself
for examination before the board of Censors for admission
to the practice of physie and surgery.

Resolved, That the device for the seal of this Society pre-
sented by the committee for that purpose be adopted.
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Charles D. Townsend was appointed by the President
to present a medical dissertation to this Society at the
next quarterly meeting. Augustus R. Taylor, not having
complied with his appointment at the last meeting, he is
requested to present his dissertation also at the next quar-
terly meeting.

The Society then adjourned to meet again on Tuesday
the 14th July, 1807.

At ameeting of the board of Censors at 4 o’clock . M,
on Tuesday the 14th April, 1807 Present, William MeClel-
land, John G. Knauff, Charles D. Towngend, for the purpose
of examining William Smith Gannad, who according to law
is entitled to such examination for hisadmission to practice
physic and surgery in this state, passed his examination
on the 15th April much to the satisfactton of the Cen-
sors, and was recommended to the President for his diplo-
ma; which he obtained June 6th.

The Medical Society of the County of Albany convened
at the City Hall on Tuesday the 14th July, 1807. Present,
Hunloke Woodruff, William MeClelland, John G. Knauft,
Charles D. Townsend, Jacob L. Van Deusen, Peter
Wendell.

The by-laws were again read, and approved.

The following resolutions were adopted, viz.

Resolved, That the account of G. Fairman for engrav-
ing the seal of this Society, $16.25, be paid out of the
funds ; also the account of Charles D. Townsend for books
and stationery, amounting to $3.121, be allowed.

An :Lpiﬁl“f:ﬂﬁij'[l of Simon Veeder to the President was
read, in which he states his intention to present himself
before the Board of Censors to take an examination, for
admission to practice physic and surgery. The Censors
agreed to meet for that purpose on Thursday following at
2 o'clock P. M.

b
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read, requesting the President to grant permission to any
student of medicine whom he should select to attend the
- lectures in the College of New York gratis.

The President consulted the Society on two applications
made to him by William Nicoll and Joshua Burnet; the
former was agreed upon for that purpose.

Doctors Charles D. Cooper and James Low of the city
of Albany made application to become members of this
" Bociety.

The following resolution was adopted, that the thanks
of this Society be conferred on John G. Knauff for his dis-
sertation.

The Society then adjourned to meet again on the se-
cond Tuesday in January.

On the second Tuesday in January, 1803, being the anni-
versary meeting of this Society, not a sufficient number
of members appearing to form a quornm the meeting was
consequently postponed until the second Tuesday in April.

A quarterly meeting of the Medical Society of the County
of Albany was held on Tuesday the 12th April, 1808, at
11 o'clock A. M. The following members convened ;
Hunloke Woodrnff, William McClelland, John G. Knauff,
Alexander G. Fonda, Jacob L. Van Deusen, Peter Wendell,
Charles D, Townsend. J

The proceedings of the last meeting were then read.

Charles D. Cooper and James Low were elected mem-
bers of this Society.

Resolved, That John G. Knauffand Charles D. Townsend
be a committee to revise the by-laws of this Society.

Lesolved, That James Low be added to the committee
~ for the purpose of draughting a diploma to be laid before
this SBociety; and that the same committee report a form
of certificate for the respective memberships of this Society
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A meeting of the Medical Society of the County of Al-
bany was held at the City Hall on Tuesday, the 19th July,
1808, agreeably to the time appointed by law, and then ad-
journed to meet again at the chemical lecture room, Chapel
street, at 2 o'clock P. M. Present, H. Woodruff, James
Low, William MecClelland, C. D. Townsend, Jno. G. Knauft.

The report of the committee was then read for amending
the by-laws, and adopted as one of the articles of the by-
laws of this Society, viz:

Art. 18. In case any member of this Society shall fail
in his attendance for four suceessive quarterly meetings,
and shall not pay up the guarterly payments in the course
of one year, the Treasurer shall inform him of such sum in
arrear, and if he shall withhold the payments thereof it shall
be the Treasurer’s duty to prosecute annually for such sum
as he shall stand indebted.

The committee for draughting a form of diploma for can-
didates admitted to the practice of physic and surgery by
this Society, report the following viz :*

The Society refunded Doctor W. MeClelland the amount
of his expenditures at the State Medical Society, the sum
of 4 dollars for the last year.

A donation of Doctor W. McClelland of two dollars to
this Society.

Doctor William MeClelland was unanimously reélected
Delegate to the Stzt!:a Medical Society for the ensuing year.

A communication was made by Doctor John G. Knaunff
of a case of spasm in consequence of uterine hemorrhage,
in which the hyosciamus nigra proved successful.

Hesolved, That the thanks of this Society be tendered to
Dr. Knauff for his valnable hint on the use of the foregoing
medicine, which has been too much neglected in this part
of the country, and that the foregoing case be preserved
on file.

Resolved, That the resolution of Dr. MeClelland as

* Report not recorded.
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ment of the medieal interests of the country ; that this Soci-
ety will gratefully accept of the generous offers made by
the said faculties.

Resolved, That Mr. Romeyn Beck be recommended by
this Society as a suitable person to accept the offers of Co-
lumbia College agreeably to the cireular of that institution
dated 6th October, 1808.

Ttosolved, That the individual members of this Society
who were appointed to give a topographieal and geological
description of the several towns of this county are re-
quested to present the same to the President on or before
the first day of November next, when an extraordinary
meeting of the Society will be ecalled for that purpose;

A dissertation on phlegmasia dolens, was read by James
Low before the Society.

 Resolved, That the thanks of this Society be tendered to
James Low for his dissertation.

Resolved, That the President be paid for all postage of

letters which he shall receive in behalf of the Society.

The anniversary meeting of the Medical Society of Al-
bany was held on Tuesday the 10th July, 1809, Present,
H. Woodruff, W. McClelland, John G. Knauff, Chas. D.
Townsend, James Low. The following gentlemen were
elected officers for the ensuing year.

Hunloke Woodruft, President.

William MeClelland, Vice- President.

John G. Knauft, Treasurer.

Charles D. Townsend, Secretary.

John G. Knauff, Charles D. Townsend, James Low,
Censors.

Doector William MeClelland having declined his delega-
tion to the State Medical Society;

Resolved, Unanimously, that no representation to that
body be made for the present year.
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J. L. Van Deusen was elected Censor in place of Jno. G
Knauff resigned.

Mr. Solomon Bailey and E. G. Dunnel made application
to the President for their examination to be admitted to
practice physic and surgery in this state.

Hesolved, That Charles D. Townsend and James Low be
a committee to take into consideration the oppressive tend-
ency of the act to organize the militia of this state passed
during the last session of the legislature, inasmuch as the
said act respects physicians and surgeons, and that they
report at the next meeting a draught of a circular to be
directed to eaclh of the societies throughout the state.

The SBociety then adjourned to meet again second Tues-
day in October.

At a meeting of the Board of Censzors after the ad-
adjournment of the Society on Tuesday, 11th July, 1804,
Present, James Low, J. L. Van Deusen, Charles D. Town-
send, for the purpose of examining Solomon Bailey* and K.
G. Dunnel for their admission to practice physic and sur-
gery in this state. They acquitted themselves to the sat-
isfaction of the Censors and were recommended to the
President for their diplomas, which they obtained on 15th
1nst.

A quarterly meeting of the Medical Society of the

*Belomen Bailey was born in Chatham, Columbia county, on the 11th day
of April, 1774. He completed his medical studies in the office of Drs. Low
and MeClelland at Albany, and received his diploma from the Medical Sogi
ety of the county of Albany in1809. Dr. Bailey began his professional life
in Schodack, Rensselaer county, where he continued for three years, ' In
1812, he removed to Bethlehem, about eight miles halow Albany, where ha
continued during his life. He was an honest, enterprising, public spirited
citizen, and greatly interested in the subject of common school eduecation,
Hr_\-' the community around him he was held in high esteem for the many
virtues of his character. For several years before his death he devoted
much time to agricultural pursuits. e died Mareh 16th, 1829, in the sixty-
fifth year of his age. Dr. Bailey is represented in the profession by two
Bons, both graduates of the Albany Medical College in 1853 ; Dr. James S.

Bailey residing in Texas, and Dr. William H, Bailey of Albany,
J
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The anniversary meeting of the Medical Society of the
County of Albany was held on Tuesday the 9th January
1810. Present, Hunloke Woodruff, Wm. MecClelland,
James Low, Jacob L. Van Deusen, Peter Wendell, Charles
D. Towpsend. After the minutes were read the Society
proceeded to the election of officers.

Hunloke Woodruft was unanimously elected President.

Wm. MecClelland, Vice-President.

Charles D. Townsend, Secrefary.

Peter Wendell, Treasurer.

Wm. MeClelland, Charles D). Townsend, James Low,
Peter Wendell, Jacob L. Van Deusen, Censors.

William MeClelland was elected delegate to the State
Medical Society for the ensuing year.

The Society then adjourned to meet again on the second
Tuesday in April.

A special meeting of the Medical Society was held on
Tuesday the 16th Mareh, 1810, for the purpose of taking
into consideration the purchase of a medical work entitled
the Medical and Physical Journal, published by T. Bradly,
M. D., R. Batty and A. A. Nochden, consisting of 21 octavo
vols. valued at 8105.

The Society resolved on the purchase of the books and
the committee were instructed to make the best terms in
their power with Messrs. Webster and Skinner.

Resolved, That each member of this Society pay three
dollars per quarter to meet the several payments of the
above work, and to continue to pay the sum of three dol-
lars per quarter until the whole sum be paid.

HResolved, That the President and Secretary shall sign
no diploma for any person admitted to the practice of
physic by this Society until such person shall produce a
receipt from the Treasurer that all expenses for his admis-
sion be paid.
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report upon the by-laws, with improvements, if any, to
be published.

Mr. John Staats offers himself a candidate for permission
to attend the medical lectures of Columbia College.

Mpr. Daniel Hudson, a student with Doet. Hyde, offers
himself a candidate to attend the lectures of College of
Physicians and Surgeons.

The by-laws of the Medical Society of the met;, of
Rensselaer were received and read before the Society.

Adjourned.

At a quarterly meeting of the Medical Society of the
County of Albany held at the Capitol on Tuesday the 9th
October, 1810. Present, Hunloke Woodruff, President.
William McClelland, Viee- President.  J. Lansing Van Deu-
‘sen, Isaac Hyde, James Low, Jonathan Eights, Peter
Wendell, Members.

HResolved, That all physicians who have been members
of a medical society of any county within this state, and
who have become resident in this county, and who shall
produce satisfactory evidence of such membership, shall be
admitted as a member of this Societw without paying any
admission fee.

Doctors William Bay of the county of Columbia, and
John Stearns of the county of Saratoga, were admitted
members of this Society.

Llesolved, That the Society meet in the ‘Capitol on the
fourth Tuesday of October inst. for the purpose of receiv-
ing the report of the committee for the revision of the by-
laws.

A circular letter from the College of Physicians and Sur-
geons was Teceived and read, informing the Society that
the privilege heretofore extended to students recom-
mended by the county medical societies to attend lec-
tures gratis, was withdrawn.
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Resolved, That the Society meet again this day three
weeks at the Capitol, of which the Society shall give notice
in the papers.

Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be presented to
Dr. Wm. Bay for his dissertation on carbon, and that he
serve the Secretary with a copy to be filed in the archives
of the Society. Adjourned. |

The Society held their quarterly meeting at the Capitol
on Tuesday the 9th April, 1811. Present, William Me-
Clelland, John Stearns, James Low, Peter Wendell, Jona-
than Eights, Wm. Bay, Isaac Hyde.

The minutes of the last meeting were read.

Doct. Eights read an essay on hydrocele.

Doct. Bay’s dissertation on the properties of carbon with
its effects on dizseases was discussed.

Lesolved, That the thanks of the Society be presented to
Dr. J. Eights for his dissertation on hydrocele, and that a
copy -of the same be requested for filing.

KResolved, That the Becretary be requested to have 100
copies of the by-laws of the Society published as soon as
convenient for the benefit of the members, and that the
Treasurer pay the expenses of the same on the warrant of
the President.

Lesolved, That the Secretary be directed to request
Doct. Elias Willard to communicate to the Society the
composition of his serofulous and cancer remedy for which
he has obtained a PﬂtEﬂt under the penalty of expulsion,
agreeably to the.4th article 6th section of the by-laws of
this Society, which communication to be made at the next
quarterly meeting.

Mr. Daniel Hudson and John, L. Staats offer themselves
for examination. The Censors agree to meet them at 3
o’clock P. M. . Adjourned.

Daniel udson was admitted to practice physic and sur-
gery by this Society.
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* ty of Albany was held this day at the Capitol. Present,
W. McClelland, W. Bay, J. Bights, P. Wendell, J. Low.
Dr. T. Romeyn Beck of the city of Albany was proposed

as a member and unanimously elected.

Resolved, That J. Eights and P. Wendell be a commit-
tee to procure certificates or diplomas for the use of the
Society, and that they be printed on® parchment, and
that the Treasurer pay the amount of the same.

Resolved, That the Society meet again this day fortnight,
when Dr. Low is to read his diploma, and that the Secre-
tary give notice of the same in the public papers.

The Society met agreeably to the time appointed on
Tuesday the 21st October, 1811. Present J. Eights, Wm.
MecClelland, Wm. Bay, J. Stearns, P. Wendell, C. D.
Townsend, J. L. Van Deusen.

When Doctor Low did not appear, and the Society ad-
journed.

Anniversary Meeting.
14th Jany., 1812.

Doctors Erastus Williams and Jonathan Johnson were
proposed as members of this Society and were unanimously
elected.

Doct. William MecClelland handed in his resignation of
the office of Delegate to the State Medical Society which
was accepted.

The Society then proceeded to the election of officers for

. the ensuing year, and the following gentlemen were duly
elected to the offices opposite their respective names:

William MeClelland, President.

C. D. Townsend, Vice- President.

J. L. Van Deusen, Seeretary.

Peter Wendell, Treasurer.

John Stearns, Jamés Low, William Bay, Erastus Wil-
liams, Jonathan Eights, Censors.

John Stearns was elected Delegate to the State Medical
Society in the place of Doctor William MeClelland.,

4
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port; requested the indulgence of the Society to repm*l:. "
at the next meeting, which was granted.

Resolved, That the Treasurer supply the Secretary with
necessary stationery for the use of the Society.

Dr. Low read a dissertation on cancer, and Dr. Stearns
on croup.

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society be presented
to Doets. Low and Stearns for their dissertations. Doct.
Townsend was appointed to read a dissertation at the next
quarterly meeting,

The Secretary presented an account for publishing no-
tices of meeting, amounting to fifteen shillings, which was
ordered to be paid.

Hesolved, That the Treasurer be authorized to pay Mr.
Elliott fifty cents at each quarterly meeting for fuel, &e.

Doct. Townsend proposed Doctor Peter Delemater for
membership. Society adjourned. '

: J. L. VAN DEuvsen, Secretary.

Arpany County MEproan Socrery, 14th July, 1812.

Present, Charles 1. Townsend, Vice-President. Jona-
than Eights, James Low, T. R. Beck, Peter Wendell, Jon-
athan Johnson, John Stearns.

Doctor William Bay sent in his resignation of member-
ship, which was ordered to lay over until next quarterly
meeting,

Doctor Peter Delemater was balloted for and admitted
~of this Society.

KResolved, That the committee appointed to procure cer-
tificates furnish - the Society with fifteen impressions at the
next quarterly meeting.

Doctor Low read his dissertation on cancer which was
discussed, and Doctor Stearns on eroup which was like-
wise discussed., Society adjourned.

J. L. VAN Druses, Seeretary.
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charge is laid against him, of giving counsel with a person

expelled from this Society, and that he request Doctor Bay

to attend at the next meeting of the Society, for the pur-

pose of having the above charge investigated. Adjourned..
J. L. Vax DEvsEeN, Secrelary.

Anniversary Meeting.
Jany. 12th, 1813.

Pursuant to public notice, the Medieal Society of the
County of Albany, met at the Capitol at 11 A. M. Present,
Dr. Eights, Dr. Low, Dr. Wendell, Dr. Johnson, Dr. Del-
“amater, Dr. Beck.

Doctor Eights was appointed President pro tempore, and
Doctor Beck, Secretary.

The Society then proceeded to the election of officers,
and the following g:ntlemen were elected to the offices re-
spectively affixed to their names, viz.

Dr. Jonathan Eights, President.

Dr. Isaac Hyde, Vice-President. 2

Dr. T. Romeyn Beck, Secretary.

Dr. Peter Wendell, Treasurer.

Dr. James Low, Delegate to the State Society.

Dr. James Low, Dr. Erastus Williams, Dr. Jonathan
Johnson, Dr. Peter Wendell, Dr. T. Romeyn Beck, Censors.

Doctor Wendell was appointed to read a dissertation at
the next stated meeting.

The Treasurer reported that the funds of the Society
amounted to $21.50.

The committee, appointed to procure a seal, reported that
they had performed the duty assigned them, and that the
expense of it was 836, which was ordered to be paid.

Resolved, That the Treasurer pay Mr. W. H. Whiting
$11.50 for writing the certificates of membership.

Ordered, That the Secretary prepare the above certifi-
cates for the members.

Ordered, That a list of the officers be published.
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inserting in the former member of the sentence, between
the words “fransact,” and “business,” the word “all.”’

The following additional by-law was prnpnsed by Doe-
tor Stearns and seconded.

Whereas, harmony and union among the members of
this Society are indispensably necessary to promote the
important objects for which it was instituted; and where-
as, any insidious attempts to asperse the reputation of mem-
bers, with a view to destroy their usefulness, must tend to
exclude social intercourse, introduce discord and termin-
ate in a complete dissolution of this institution, and there-
by defeat the great objects for which it was organized; and
whereas, such practices are totally unworthy of this Society,
and derogatory to the profession generally, therefore be it
ordained,

That this Bociety may try any of its members, for mal-
practice, extortion, speaking disrespectfully of the Society
with intent to injure it, and for maliciously inventing and
propagating any slanderous or defamatory reports with a
view to destroy or injure the reputation of any members
of this Society; and it shall be the duty of each member of
this Society to accuse any other member thereof for any
misdemeanor that he may deem contrary to the true intent
and meaning of the act of the legislature incorporating
Medical Societies, or contrary to the by-laws thereof; and
the accuser shall make a statement in writing of the mis-
demeanors aforesaid, and lay the same before the Presi-
dent; and the President shall issue a summons to the ac-
cused to appear before the next regular meeting of the So-
ciety, stating the time when and the place where it is to be
holden, to defend against the accusation ; a copy of which
and of the summons shall be left with the accused, or at
his usual place of residence at least twelve days previous to
such meeting ; and the accuser shall canse-such summons
to be served and returned to the Society at the commence-
ment of their meeting ; and if the accused refuse or neglect
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of the above act repealed, together with all the subsequent
sections, parts of sections, and amendments which refer to
the establishment and organization of the Medical Society
of the State of New York. They further add, that in their
opinion, the State Society is injurious to the promotion of
medical knowledge, and the advancement of the profes-
sion; sinee its funds are partly ereated in a manner that di-
verts them from the county medical societies, the only real
zource from whence progressive improvement is to be ex-
pected; since its meetings are held so seldom and for so
short a period, that but little can be done to increase the
stock of medical information, at least in proportion to the
inconvenience and expense attendant on its proceedings;
ginee its powers and privileges are in many cases injurious,
and indeed in some directly opposed to those of the county
medical societies (particularly those of the county of Al-
bany), and the committee do not hesitftte to say, hurtful to
the interests of the profession at large.

From these considerations, where the further utility of
the State Medical Society is certainly questionable, when
the experience of six years has proved, that but little has
been added by its members that is valaable or interesting
in medicine, while the importance of the county societies
appear to be proportionably neglected; the committee
deem it their duty to propose the following amendments
and alterations to be made in the law regulating the praec-
tice of physie and surgery:

1. That the Medical Society of the State of New York
and that the power of examining stadents be vested in the
county medical societies.

2, That in case any student applying for permission to
practice physic and surgery, shall consider himself ag-
grieved by the decision of a county society he shall be al-
lowed to appeal to a board of physicians elected from each
medical society, and who shall be styled the board of phy-

5
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amendments to the aet, in the session of 1811-12, as well as
hereafter, it shall be enjoined on every medical society to
demand at their regular meetings by a summons, signed by
their President, an exhibition of the certificate or diploma
under which said persons practice; and in case the individ-
nal does not present one within a reasonable time after
being regularly notified, or exhibits one that is deemed un-
satisfactory, he shall be prosecuted, if he practices for fee
or reward, by the treasurer, in the name of the society,
according to the provisions of the act.

To eftect the above amendments and alteratmns, the
committee respectfully submit the following resolutions to
the Society:

" Resolved, 1. That a committee be appointed to prepare
a petition to be presented to the legislature at their ensu-
ing session, requesting them to make the above alterations
in the act regulating the practice of physic and surgery.

Llesolved, 2. That a circular be immediately addressed to
the respective county medical societies, stating to them the
intentions of this Society and requesting them to join in

the above petition.
: Janmes Low,

* T. RoMeyy BECE.
October 11th, 1813,

After undergoing discussion, the qt;estinn was taken on
the first article of the report, and a division being called
for, it passed in the affirmative in the manner following :

Aff. Dr. Beck, Dr. Cheney, Dr. Hyde, Dr. Lathrop, Dr.
Low, Dr. Wendell.

Neg. Dr. Johngon, Dr. Stearns, Dr. Van Deusen.

The 2d article was passed with the following amend-
ment, viz.: striking out the whole of the article after the
word “appeal” in the fourth line, and inserting * to any
medical institution within this state for examination.”
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Present, Dr. Bights, Dr. Wendell, Dr. Low, Dr. Lathrop,
Dr. Stearns, Dr. Beck, Dr. Williams, Dr. Delamater, Dr.
Van Deusen,

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The Society then proceeded to the election of officers,
and the following gentlemen were elected to the respect-
ive offices affixed to their names.

Dr. Jonathan Eights, President.

Dr. Erastus Williams, Vice- President.

.Dr. T. Romeyn Beck, Secretary.

Dr. Peter Wendell, Treasurer.

Dr. James Low, Dr. Erastus Williams, Dr Oliver La-
throp, Dr. Peter Wendell, Dr. T. Romeyn Beck, Censors.
The following resolution was proposed and seconded :

Resolved, That although, in the opinion of this Society,
its rights and privileges have been infringed by a late de-
cision of the Medical Society of the State of New York,
and in consequence that the said State Society has for
feited its claims to the respect in which it ought to be held,
yet since by a law of this state, every medical society is
entitled to send a delegate, therefore in order to pr&vmﬂ;
the rights and privileges of the Medical Society of the

County of Albany from being totally neglected by the
State Society, be it

Hesolved, That the Medical Scclety of the County of Al-
bany will elect a delegate to the Medical Society of the
State of New York.

HResolved, That this resolution be added to the commis-

sion of the gentleman who shall be elected a delegate to
the State Society.

A division being called for on the above resolution, it
passed in the affirmative in manner following:

Aff. Dr. Low, Dr. Eights, Dr. Wendell, Dr. Beck, Dr.
Delamater. Neg. Dr. SBtearns, Dr. Van Deusen.

Drs. Williams and Lathrop were excused from voting.

Dr. James Low was elected delegate to the Medical So-
ciety of the State of New York.
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Albany, April 12th, 1814.

The Society met pursuant to public notice. Present,
Dr. Eights, Dr. Low, Dr. Stearns, Dr. Wendell, Dr. John-
son, Dr. Beck.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and ap-
proved.

The amendment to the by-laws proposed at the last
meeting was adopted in the following words. "

“ Candidates presenting themselves for examination shall -
notify their intention in writing to the President, and the
Censors shall proceed as soon as possible thereafter to
their examination, and it shall be optional with any mem-
ber of the Soeiety to attend such examination.”

A letter from the Medical Bociety of the County of Sen-
eca, was read, stating their agreement in the alterations
in the “act for regulating . the practice of physic and sur-
gery,” proposed by this Society.

The committee appointed to present a petition to the
legislature, reported that in consequence of the State Med-
ical Bociety adopting several important amendments pro-
posed by the Bociety, they had concluded it impolitic to
present the petition at the present session.

The following amendment to the by-laws was proposed
and seconded.

Resolved, That sec. 6th, art. 4th, be amended in the
following manner, so that the last clause shall read thus:

“ Any member who shall hold professional correspond-
ence, or give counsel with such person or persons so ex-
pelled, shall be subject to the same penalty.”

- fesolved, That Drs. Beck, Stearns, and Wendell, be a
committee to inquire what alterations are proper to be
made in the by-laws of the Society, and that they report at
the next stated meeting. :

Dr. Hyde was appointed to read a dissertation at the
next stated meeting. Adjourned.

T. RoMeyN Brck, Seeretary.
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the same section, being all the words after the word ¢ ez-
pulsion,” should be expunged; whereupon,

Resalved, That the above report be accepted.

Dr. Stearns from the same committee, reported that in*
their opinion the 1st article of the first section of the by-
laws should be altered, by striking out all the words, after
the word “ business;”" whereupon, ;

Resolved, That the said report be accepted.

The Society thereupon proceeded to the election of offi-
cers, when the following gentlemen were duly elected to
the offices affixed to their names.

Dr, Jonathan Eights, President. 2

Dr. John Stearns, Vice- President. '

Dr. Peter Wendell, Seerefary.

Dr. Joel A. Wing, fﬁ*msz.-:rcr

Dr. John Stearns, Dr. James Low, Dr. Emstua Wil-
liams, Dr. Platt Williams, Dr. T. Romeyn Beck, Censors.

It having been intimated to the Society, that Dr. Low
has resigned his seat as delegate to the Medical Society of
the State of New York, it was thereupon,

Resolved, That in case such be the fact, Dr. Beck be and
he is hereby appointed delegate to the Medical Sﬁmetj' of
the State of New York.

The following resolution from the Society for the pro-
motion of useful arts, was presented by the Secretary.

In Society, Dec. 12th, 1815.
Resolved, That the Medical Society of the County of Al-
bany be and it is hereby allowed to use the chambers of
this Society for their meetings, provided they do not inter-
fere with those of this hody, and that the Rec. Secretary
furnish the President with a copy of this resolution.

(A copy.)
T. R. Brcg, Ree. Secretary.

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to address a
6
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tlemen whose diplomas have been registered in his office
since the passing of the law of 1813 regulating the practice
of physic and surgery. '

Resolved, That Drs. Beck and Wing be this committee.

Dr. Stearns proposed Drs. Vought,* Veits, and Freeman
as menrbers of this Society.

The President proposed Mr. Foster from Vermont for
examination.

Dr. Beck proposed Doctnr Brownell of this city as a
member of this Society.

Resolved, That the Society adjourn until the 4th Tues-
day of this month at three o’clock P. M. -

Adjourned.

Albany, October 22d, 1816.

The Society met pursuant to adjournment.

Doctor Wing, from the committee appointed to examine
the records in the office of the clerk of this county relative
to diplomas, or licenses, submitted the clerk’s report, which
18 as follows:

City and county of Albany, clerk’s office.

I do certify that upon diligent search in said office it ap-
peared that Israel Dey, did, on the 21st day of Febrnary,
in the year 1816, file in'said office a certificate authorizing
him to practice physic and surgery. That on the 10th
day of October, 1816, George Upfold did file a copy of a
diploma authorizing him to practice physie and surgery.
That on the 15th day of October, 1816, Samuel Free-
man did file a copy of a diploma anthorizing him to prae-
tice physic and surgery. And that on the 1Tth day of Oe-
tober, 1816, Richmond Brownell did file a copy of his di-
ploma aunthorizing him to practice physic and surgery,
and that there appeared to be no other certificates or copies

* Dr. Vought seems never to have met with the Society, and no knowledge
can now be gained of him, His residence in the city or county must have
been brief,

B
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The Treasurer reported that there remained in his hands
the sum of five dollars, twenty-five cents of unappropriated
moneys, which report was accepted.

The following resolution was offered and agreed to.

Resolved, That Doctors Beck and Wing be a committee
to draught a petition to be presented to the IHon. Legisla-
ture relative to the amendment contemplated by this Soci-
ety to the act regulating the practice of physic and surgery.

Adjourned.

Perer WENDELL, Secrefary.

Resolved, That Doctors Low and Wing be a committee
to present at the next meeting of this Society a report rela-
tive to medical consultation fees, collections, &e.

Albany, April 8th, 1817.
A qiorum not being present the members adjourned.

Albany, July 8th, 1817.

The Society met pursuant to public notice.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

Doctor Thos. J. Gibbons was unanimously elected a
member of this Society. A

Doctor Low as chairman of the committee appointed to
draught a code of medical police for this city reported (in
part) which was accepted.

Resolved, That the above committee be authorized to
prepare the report on medical police complete, and when
the same is done that they be requested to present the same
to the several physicians of this city for their signatures.

Adjourned. ;

Prrer WENDELL, Secretary.

October 14th, 1817.
The Society met pursuant to public notice. ~ Present.
Doctors Stearns, Wendell, Beck, Low, Wing.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.
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Albany, July 14th, 1818.

The Society met pursuant to publie notice.

The Secretary reports that since the last meeting of the
Society, Lewis C. Beck, Charles Martin, and Wm. Cham-
bers have been examined by the ®ensors and admitted to
practice,

Resolved, Thata committee be appointed to examine the
certificates filed in the elerk’s office of this county by the
physicians and surgeons agreeably to the law regulating
the practice of physic and surgery, and if they can ascer-
tain by such examination, or otherwise that any one prac-
ticing physic or surgery without being duly licensed, that
they be directed to notify such practitioners of their de-
linquency, and to request them to file copies of their cer-
tificates as the law direets; and if they shall refuse or neg-
lect to comply with their requisition within the time speci-
fied by the said committee or shall acknowledge that they
have never received any such license to practice, it shall
then be the duty of the said committee to publish the names
of such illegal practitioners in thé different papers of this
city.

Resolved, That Drs. Beck, Wenc]e]] Platt Williams,
Erastus Williams, Hyde, and Johnson be that committee.

Resolved, That the proceedings be published.

Adjourned.

October, 1818,
The Society met at the Capitol, but a quorum not ap-
pearing, the members adjourned.

Anniversary Meeting.
; January, 1819,
The Society met at the Capitol, agreeably to public no-
tice, but a quornm not appearing, the members adjourned.

4 April 13th, 1819,
The Society met at the Capitol pursuant to public no-
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Dr. John Stearns'gave notice that before the next meet-
ing of the Society, he shall have removed from this county,
and requested his dismission. 2

Resolved, That Dr. Stearns’s resignation be accepted,
and that the Secretary prepare and present to Dr. Stearns
a certificate of membership before his departure.

Adjourned. :

Jorn A. WixNa, Secretary, pro tempore.

Albany, May 11th, 1819.

A special meeting of the Society was called by the Pre-
sident, but a guorum not appearing, the members ad-
journed.

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to revise the by-
laws of this Society, in such manner as to make them con-
formable to the lafe laws of the state, “regulating the prae-
tice of physic and surdery,” and that the committee report
. at the next stated meeting of the Society. .

Resolved, That Drs. T. R. Beck, P. Williams, and J. A.
Wing be the above committee.

[Nore. The above resolutions were passed April 13th, 1819, and omitted
by mistake.]

Albany, July 13th, 1819.

The Society met pursuant to public notice. Present,
Drs. James Low, Wm. Bay, Jont. Eights, Platt Williams,
and J. A, Wing.

Dr. Ashbel Webster, having been proposed at a previous
meeting of the Society, was balloted for and unanimously
elected a member. Dr, William Humphrey was proposed
by Dr. J. Eights for membbrship. Dr. Charles Murtin
was proposed in the same manner, by Dr. Low. Dr. John
James also applied to the President, requesting that he be
admitted a member of this Society. On this last there
was some discussion but no decision was made.

Resolved, That Drs. Low, Wing, and Eights be added to

7
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Resolved, That the Society proceed to make choice of a
President, that office being vacated by the removal by
Doctor John Stearns to the city of New York. Upon can-
vassing the votes it appeared that James Low was unani-
mously elected,

Resolved, That we proceed to the ehoice of a Vice-Pre-
sident, that office being vacated in consequence of the
election of Doctor James Low as President. Upon can-
vassing the votes it appeared that Doctor 'Wm. Bay was
unanimously elected Vice-President.

Resolved, That the Society make choice of a Librarian.
Upon canvassing the votes it appeared that Platt Williams
wae unanimously elected as Librarian,

Doctor John James and Doctor Roger Viets, having been
proposed as members of this Society at some previous
meeting, were balloted for and unanimously elected.

The Treasurer reports that there remained in the treas-
ury on the 10th inst., three dollars and thirty-seven cents,
and that all demands against this Society were canceled,
excepting a bill for printing in favor of Messrs. Webster
and Skinners. '

Adjourned. .
Prrer WENDELL, Secretary.

Anniversary Meefing,
January 9th, 1821,

The Society met in their chamber agreeably to statute,
Present, Doctors Eights, Bay, Beck, Brownell, Humphrey,
Webster, and Wendell. The minutes of the last meeting
were read and approved. The next business in order was
the election of officers, and first of President; upon can-
vassing the ballots, it appeared that |

Dr. Jonathan Eights was elected President,

Dr. William Bay, Vice-President.

Dr. Peter Wendell, Secretary.

Dr. Joel A, Wing, Treasurer.

Drs. Eights, Beck, P. Williams, E. Williams, Wing,
Censors.
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All of the above to commence with the first numbers of
avolume as near to the present time as may be attainable.

Thompson's Leetures on Inflammation, £3.50
Ortile on Poisons, : 1.00
Duncan on Consumption, 871
Pemberton, on Diseases of the Abdominal Viscera, 1.50
Caldwell’s Cullen Practice, 6.50
Barton’s Cullen Practice Materia Medica, 5.00
Batterman's Synopsis, 2.75

Total, $21.123

The committee propose the following regulations for
the library. That all persons who have paid the annual
tax be entitled to the use of the library.

Second. No more than a single volume or pamphlet
to be taken by a person at the same time.

Third. Members not residents within the eity shall be
allowed to retain a book or pamphlet six weeks, and all
others a fortnight.

Fourth. A fine of two cents per day shall be paid for
every day that a book is detained beyond the above time.

Fifth. All damage done to books or pamphlets shall
be assessed by the Librarian, and the amount collected
from the person who held the book during the time it re-
ceived the injury.

HResolved, That the Treasurer be ordered to purchase the
above works as expeditiously as the funds in his hands
wiil admit.

Resolved, That the Treasurer purchase the three first
volumes of the Medical Recorder out of any funds in the
treasury not otherwise appropriated.

Adjourned.
Perer WeNpEeLL, Secrefary.

April 9th, 1821.
The Medical Society met at the Capitol pursuant to ad-
journment.
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John James, Clement, Martin, and Brownell. The Secre-
tary reported that Hazael Kane, Richard Bury, Rufus In-
gersoll, and Valentine Dennick had been examined by the
Censors, and admitted to practice since the last meeting
of the Society, the moneys arising from the same were
paid to the Treasurer, Doctor Wing,

The President presented a bill of costs from D. T.. Van
Der Heyden amounting to $25, which was ordered to be
paid.

Resolved, That the Society now proceed to the election
of officers for the ensuing year, and first of President.

Dr. C. C. Yates was elected President. .

Dr. Wm. Bay, Vice-President.

Dr. Wm. Humphrey, Secretary.

Dr. Joel A. Wing, Treasurg.

Dr. Platt Williams, Librarian.

Doctors Erastus Williams, Platt Williams, Jonathan
Eights, Joel A. Wing, and Saml. 8. Treat, Censors.

Doctor Jonathan Eights was elected Delegate to the
State Medical Society.

The committee for the purchase of hooks were continned

'in operation for the ensuing year.

Resolved, That the Treasurer’s report be entered on the
minutes.

The Treasurer of the Albany County Medical Society,
respectfully reports, that at the anuunal meeting of the So-
ciety in January 1820 there remained in the treasury $2.75.

A resolution was then passed that all debts due from in-
dividuals should be remitted and the accounts should
begin de novo. It was further resolved that the entire
amount of taxes (authorized by the law of 1819) should be
appropriated to the purchase of books, &e., for the benefit
of said Society from that time to the present. The follow-
ing bills have been presented for payment and have been
discharged, viz. :

Mr. Hochstrasser’s bill as messenger in 1820, one dollar
(see bill) $1.00,
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vols. Barton's Cullen’s Materia Medica, 2 vols. DBatter-
man’s Synopsis, 1 vol. Accum on the Adulteration of
Food, 1vol. New York Medical Repository, 5nos. Phila-
delphia Medical Recorder, 4 nos. Chapman’s Med. and
Surgery, 4 nos., and 1 Blank Boolk, in all (vols. and nos.)
29 books.

On all the medical works received in numbers, one year’'s
eubseription has been paid, with the exception of the Med-
ical Recorder, which has been omitted by mistake. I was
directed by the Sociely to subseribe for, and proeure the
Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal, but I have not
been able to procure it. It will be perceived by the accom-
panying bills and receipts that $29.25 only has been paid
for the above books; add to this 82.41 paid as postage on
the numbers as they have been received, and there will re-
main now in the treasury of the fund exclusively appropri-
ated to the purchase of books $28.34, besides a tax now
due of one dollar each on 44 practicing physicians; and
$11 not yet collected of the tax of 1820 and 21 : thus mak-
ing our fund for the purchase of books for the ensuing year
at a moderate computation something more than sixty dol-
lars.

All which is respectfully submitted.

J. A. Wine, Treasurer.

A substitute to the 3d Art. of 3d Sect. of the by-laws
was read and approved, viz: in case any member of this
Society shall fail to attend the regular state meetings of
the same, he shall forfeit and pay to the Treasurer for the
use of said Society, if a resident of the eity, 50 cents; those
of the country 25 cents.

Ltesolved, That the Secretary furnish the Treasurer with
a list of the names of all the members who have been fined
at each meeting, within two weeks after such meeting for
collection.
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Resolved, That the Treasurer forthwith notify those
practicing physicians, who are delinquent to this Society
for taxes and fines, of the amount of such fines and taxes,
and unless they are paid to the Treasurer, on or before
the 2d Tuesday of October next, the Treasurer shall then
proceed to collect the above fines and taxes by law.

The Medical Ethies of the State Medical Society being
read, the following resolution was offered.

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed, eon-
sisting of Drs. Wendell, Beck, and Wing, to examine
the code of Medical Ethics, submitted to this Sﬂciet}*%‘mm
the State Medical Society, and report to the Society at
their next meeting any objections or alterations which in
their opinion may be necessary.

Dr. March read a communication on the morbid pel-
vie viscera of a female subject who died of an affection of
the organs of generation. It was moved and seconded
that the communication be deposited in the archives of
the Society, which was done accordingly.

Adjourned.

W, Homrerrey, Secrefary.

October 14th, 1823.

The Society met pursuant to notice. The roll being
called Drs. Eights, L. C. Beck, March, Spalding, Staats,
Treat, Viets, Van OLinda, Wendell, P. Williams, J. W.
Bay, and Humphrey, were present. Absgent, Dra. W.
Bay, Brownell, Clement, Dennick, Hallenbake, Hyde,
Johnson, James, Webster, E. Williams, and Wing.

The President and Vice-President being abgent, Dr.
Spalding was elected President pro fem.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The committee appointed to examine the code of Medi-
cal Ethics adopted by the State Medical Society beg leave
to state, that they have had the same under consideration
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The committee appointed to examine the Treasurer’s
report made at- the last anniversary meeting, report that
they have examined the same and find it correct and cor-

responding with the vouchers.
: J. Ereurs, Chairman.

The committée appointed to obtain the opinion of the
attorney general on the act regulating the practice of
physic and surgery, reports that he has not been able to ob-
tain the same. T

The committee appointed to examine the system of
Medical Ethics adopted by the State Medical Society beg
leave to report, that in their opinion it is calculated to in-
crease the dignity and honor of the profession, and as

such they would recommend it to be adopted by the Soci-

ety. All which is respectfully submitted.
P. WexpELL, Chairman.

The Society concurred in the above report. A motion
was then made and carried that the Becretary furnish the

Delegate with a copy of the above resolution, and that .

he lay it before the State Medical Society.

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to publish as
much of the code of Ethics just approved of by the Society,
as they in their judgment may deem expedient for the
good of the profession. Drs. Wendell, March, and Wil-
liams were appointed the committee.

The Treasurer’s report being read, it was referred to a
committee consisting of Drs. Eights, Wendell, and Wing.

Dr. L. C. Beck offered the Society the fﬂ]lﬂwmg pream-
ble and resolution,

‘Whereas, By the 1st section of the act to amend an act
entitled an act to mcwpnrate medical societies for the pur-
pose of regulating he practice of physic and surgery, it is
made the duty of the person with whom a student of med-
icine shall commence his studies to file a certificate with

9
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Drs. Joel A. Wing, Alden March, John W. Bay, Saml,
8. Treat, Lewis C. Beck, Censoras.

An amendment to the by-laws proposed at the last meet-
ing was adopted. .

Drs. Freligh of the town of Watervliet was proposed
by the President as a member of this Society.

Resolved, That Dr. A. S. Webster be exonerated from

the fines attending the bﬂﬁl&t}?
An account from Webster and Skinners was referred to

the late Treasurer, Dr. Wing.
Adjourned.
‘Wu. HuMpHREY, Secrefary.

The Secretary reports that since the last meeting of the
Society Albert W. Ball has been examined by the Censors
and admitted to practice. The money received for a di-
ploma I have paid to the Treasurer, Dr. P. Staats.

April 18th, 1824,

The Society met pursuant to notice. The roll being
called, Drs. W. Bay, Eights, L. C. Beck, March, Staats,
Treat Viets, Van OLinda, Wendell, Wing, J. W. Bay, and
Humphrey, were present. Drs. Brownell, Clement, Den-
nick, Hyde, Johnson, James, Bpﬂldmg, E. Williams, and
P. Williams were absent.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The committee appointed on the Medical Ethies not

being ready to report, the chairman made the following -

motion viz: that the Secretary purchase 40 copies of the
Medical Ethics from the Secretary of the State Medical
Society for the use of this Society.

A circular being laid before the Society from W. Ham-
mersely M. D., New York, relative to the small pox, &e., it
was referred to a committee of investigation consisting of
Drs. Eights, Wendell, Williams, Wing, and Beck.

From a resolution of the State Society recommending to

the different County societies, to appropriate a sum of
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The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.
The committee appointed on the cireular from W. Ham-

mersely M. D. relative to small pox, beg leave to state that

they have had the same under consideration and ask for
* further time to make their report, which was granted ac-
cordingly.

Doctor Wendell, not knowing that he was chairman of
the committee to examine the library, neglected to call
them together; he therefore asked for further time to make
their report, which was granted.

The Society then after a few desultory remarks, ad-
journed.

Wirrranm HoMpHREY, Secretary.

Qctober 12th, 1824,

The Society met pursuant to notice. The roll being
called, Drs. Beck, March, Staats, Treat, Viets, Van OLinda,
Wing, J. W. Bay, and Humphrey were present, and Drs.
'W. Bay, Eights, Brownell, Clement, Denniclk, Hyde, John-
son, James, Spalding, Wendell, E. Williams, P. Williams,
and Freligh were absent.

The President and Vice-President being absent Doct.
Wing was called to the chair. _ ;

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

Dr. R. Gansevoort was proposed by Dr. March as a
member of this Society. ;

Dr. L. C. Beck read a communication characterizing
a number of cases of small pox and varioloid diseases as
occurred in this city during the present season.

The Society after making a few remarks adjourned.
) Wiriiam Humenrrey, Seeretary.

The Seeretary reports that since the last meeting of the
Society Peter B. Noxon has been examined by the Censors
and admitted to practice. The money received for a di-
ploma I have paid to the Treasurer, Doct. Staats.
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tice. The money received for their diplomas I have paid
to the Treasurer, Dr. Van OLinda.
April 12th, 1825.

The Society met pursuant to notice. The roll being
called, Drs. W. Bay, Eights, March, Staats, Treat, Viets,
J. W. Bay, and Humphrey were present. Drs. Beck,
Browuell, Clement, Dennick, Hyde, Johnson, James,
Spalding, Van OLinda, E. Williams, P. Williams, Wing,
Freligh, and Gansevoort were absent.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The Society after having some conversation on the legal
right of Dr. Thompson practicing in this ity with vegeta-
bles, a committee was appointed consisting of Drs. Eights,
Treat, and March to obtain as much information as possi-
ble on that subject and report at the next meeting.
- Drs, Staats, Viets, and J. W. Bay were appointed a
committee to add a claunse to the law passed April 20th,
1818, to incorporate. medieal societies, which clauseis in-
tended to protect medical students who have neglected to
file their certificates,

Drs. Eights, Wing, and T. R. Beck were app-:-mfeda
committee to revise the by-laws.

Adjourned.
» W. Humpurey, Secretary.

- The Secretary also reports that sinee the last meeting of
the Society, James Hosford has been examined by the Cen-
sors and admitted to practice. The money received for a
diploma I have paid to the Treasurer, Dr. Van OLinda.

July 12th, 1825.
The Society met pursuant to notice. The roll being
called, Drs. W. Bay, March, Viets, Van OLinda, Wing,
and Humphrey were present. Drs. Eights, Beck, Brown-
ell, Clement, Dennick, Hyde, Johnson, James, Spalding,
Staats, Treat, B, Williams, P. Williams, J. W. Bay, Fre-
ligh, and Gansevoort were absent.
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of Gibbonsville were proposed by Dr. Van OLinda as
members of this Society.

Resolved, That the Secretary be added to the committee
to revise the by-laws.

The- Treasurer stated that he was unable to collect the
fines from a number of the members; it was therefore
resolved that the Treasurer be directed to use all legal
means to collect the dues belonging to the Society.

Resolved, That the bill for printing those queries con-
cerning small pox be paid by the Treasurer.

Adjourned.

Wn. HuMmpHREY, Secretary.

The Secretary also reports that since the last meeting of
the Society, John H. Clark has been examined by the
Censors and admitted to practice. The money received for
a diploma I have paid to the Treasurer, Dr. Van OLinda.

Anniversary Meeting.
January 10th, 1826.

The Society met pursuant to notice. The roll being
called, Drs. Eights, March, Spalding, Staats, Viets, Van
OLinda, P. Williams, Gansevoort, Hinkley, and Humphrey
were present. Drs. W. Bay, Beck, Brownell, Clement,
Dennick, Hyde, Johnson, James, Treat, E. Williams,
Wing, J. W. Bay, and Freligh were absent.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The Society then proceeded to the election of officers
for the ensuing year.

Dr. Joel A. Wing was elected President.

Dr. Platt Williams, Vice- President.

Dr. William Humphrey, Secretary.

Dr. John W. Hinkley,  Treasurer.

Dr. P. Wilhams, Librarian.

Drs. Alden March, Barent P. Staats, Peter Van OLinda,
Lyman Spalding, and Rensselaer Gansevoort, Censors.

10
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Resolved, As a token of their respeet for the memory of
the deceased, that the members of this Society will wear
the usnal badge of mourning for thirty days; and that the
physicians of the city generally are requested to join with
ﬂ:us Society in wearing the same.

Perer Vax OLiNDA, Secretary, pro tem.

April 11th, 1826.

The Society met pursuant to notice. Present, Drs.
Wing, Williams, Staats, Viets, March, Van OLinda,
Gansevoort, and Hinkley.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

Dr. Staats reported that he had examined the Treas-
urer’s accounts and found them correct.

The committee on the Albany Medicated Vapor Bath
reported as follows:

The committee, to whom was referred the consideration
of the Albany Medicated Vapor Bath report that, in en-
tering upon their duties, their first step has been to ascer-
tain that the system of Medical Ethics is binding as a
rule of conduct on the members of this Society.

On searching the records with this view, the first notice
we find of the subject, is a resolution passed the 8th of
July, 1823. As follows:

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed, con-
sisting of Drs. Wendell, Beck, and Wing, to examine the
code of Medical Ethics, submitted to this Society from the
State Medical Society and, report at the next meeting any
objections or alterations.

This committee at the next quarterly meeting stated that
they had had the subject under consideration, and asked
for longer time to make out a report.

At the next guarterly meeting, being the anniversary,
Jany. 13th, 1824, that committee reported as follows: -

The committee, appointed to examine the code of Medi-
cal Ethics adopted by the State Medical Society beg leave
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that they give an improper and unfair advantage to the
proprietors of such ‘establishments, whether they feel the
disposition to avail themselves of that advantage or not.

It is this point of view that we conceive such establish-
ments to be at variance with the 13th article under the 4th
division of the system of Ethics which says:

Houor and justice particularly forbid a medical practi-
tioner’s infringing upon the rights and privileges of another
who is legally aceredited, and whose character is not im-
peached by public opinion or civil medical authority;
whether he be a native or a stranger settled in the country.
There is no difference between physicians but such as re-
gults from their personal talents, medical ﬂ‘cquirements, or
their experience; and the publie, from the services which
they receive, are the natural judges of these intellectual
advantages. In all probability every good physician would

_receive a merited share of patronage, were there not many
who usurp a portion through artful insinuations, and slan-
ders of others; or combinations against or improper inter-
ference with the more worthy practitioner. Any physi-
cian thus molested or injured is justifiable in applying for
redress to the County Medical Society to which he is at-
tached.

Your committee therefore feel constrained to say that
although the application of warmth and moisture exter-
nally, has long been held in high repute as a remedy in

- the cure of diseases, yet it is their opinion that the use of

these means by reqular plysicians with patented machines,

and under the peculiar circumstances of the Albany Medi-
cated Vapor Bath comes within the meaning of the letter

and the spirit of the system of Ethics, and ought to be dis-
countenanced by this Society.
All of which is respectfully submitted.

P. V. VAx OLixpa,

RoGeER Vikrs.
Albany, April 11th, 1826.
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Anniversary Meeting.
Jany. Gth, 1827.

‘The Society met pursuant to notice. Present, Drs. E.
Williams, J. A. Wing, P. Williams, B. P. Staats, Guy
Spalding, A. March, P. Van OLinda, R. Viets, J. W.
Hinkley. Absent, Drs. Wm. Bay, John W. Bay, Jonathan
Eights, Isaac Hyde, Jonathan Johnson, John James, Saml.
8. Treat, Moses Clement, Valentine Dennick, Rensselaer
Gansevoort, Michael Freligh, D. W. D. Houghtaling, and
Charles E. Burrows.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The Treasurer reported, which report was referred to Dr.
Van OLinda to be reported on at our next meeting.

The Seeretary reports that during the past year one stu-
dent, Isaae Hempstead, has been examined and licensed.
The money for the diploma is paid to Dr. Hinkley, the
Treasnrer. | _

Drs. Hazael Kane and Michael Malone were proposed
by Dr. Wing, and Dr. H. Van OLinda by D#. Van OLinda,
for membership.

The Society then proceeded to the election of officers
for the ensuing year, when on counting the ballots it was
found that the following gentlemen were elected.

Dr.Joel A. Wing, President, ‘

Dr. Platt Williams, Vice- President.

Dr. Peter Van OLinda, Secrefary.

Dr. John W. Hinkley, Treasurer.

Dr. Platt Williams, Librarian.

Drs. A. March, B. P. Staats, R. Gansevoort, Peter Van
OLinda and Guy Spalding, Censors.

The Society retained Drs. T. R. Beck and Wing, together
with the Librarian, for purchasing committee.

The following resolutions were then offered and unani-
mously adopted by the Society.

Resolved, That the Treasurer be authorized and re-
quested to procure insurance on the library belonging to

-
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Dr. Michael Malone was unanimously rejected.
After some desultory conversation the Society adjourned.
P. Vax OLi1xDa, Secretary.

Albany, Oect. 9th, 1827.
A quorum not appearing, the Society adjourned.

Anniversary Meeling.
Jany. 8th, 1828,

The Society met pursuant to notice. Present, Drs,
Wing, William Bay, John W. Bay, Platt Williams, B. P.
Staats, P. Van OLinda, . Van OLinda, 8. S. Treat, H.
Kane, J. W. Hinkley, R. Gansevoort, G. Spalding, R
Viets, and H. Van Antwerp.

The following gentlemen having been previously noti-
fied by the President and received certificates of member-
ship (agreeably to the provisions of an act passed in No-
vember, 1827, entitled *“ General requlations concerning the
practice of physic and surgery,”) also took their seatsvas
members of this Society, viz.:

Drs. Chas. D. Townsend, J. McNaughton, P. McNaugh-
ton, Saml. Humphries, Peter Wendell, J. P. Boyd.

Jihaent Drs. Jonathan Eights, Jﬂhn James, Alden
March, Moses Clement, Jonathan Johnson, Michl. Freligh,
D. W. D. Houghtaling, Isaac Hyde, Valentine Dennick,
and Vredenburgh. d

The minutes of the last meeting were read and u-pprnved.

The Society then proceeded to the election of officers,
and the following gentlemen were elected, viz.:

Dr. Platt Williams, President.

Dr. Chas. D. Townsend, Vice- Preszden!

Dr. James P. Boyd, Seeretary.
Dr. Roger Viets, Treasurer.
Dr. Platt Williams, Librarian. .
Dre. Jonathan Eights, Joel A. Wing, James McNaungh-
ton, T. Romeyn Beck, and R. Gansevoort, Censors.
11
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The names of Tsaiah Breakey, Josias Graham, and Alfred
Greene, were presented as applicants for admission to the
Society.

On motion their eredentials were referred to the Comitia
Minora with full power.

The President announced that he had, since the lastmeet-
ing of the Society, admitted as a member of the Society
Dr. Edward Perry, a graduate of the medical department
of the University of New York.,

The President then delivered the annual address of the
Society.

Dr. B. P. Staats oftered the following resolution which
was nnanimously adopted.

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society be rendered to
the President for his able and ingenuous address, and
that he be requested to give a copy of the same to the
delegate to the State Medical Society for their action,

The Secretary presented a communication from Dr.
Platt Williams.

¢ « A communication was also received from Dr. Jaeger,
which was on motion laid upon the table.

Dr. Thompson offered the following :

‘Whereas, the present laws for the collection of debts,
and the regulation of the practice of physic and surgery
in this state, are such as to render the former in many
cases difficult, if not impossible, and to place the latter le-
gally on a par with quackery, it becomes the imperative
duty of the medical profession, to adopt such regulations
and institute such arrangements as will best overcome the
difficulties of the one, and protect itself from the disgrace-
ful encroachments of the other; and whereas, some un-
principled persons of this vieinity, are in the habit of so-
liciting and receiving the services of a physician for months,
and on the presentation of the bill therefor, refusing to
cancel the same; and thereafter when they need the aid

22
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the Medical Ethics, as adopted by the State Medical So-
ciety.

On motion of Dr. J. H. Case,

Resolved, That applieation be respectfully made on the
part of this Society to the Honorable the Secretary of State
for a copy of the work published by the state on the Natu-
ral History of this State, and for a copy of the Geological
Map.

On motion of Dr. Edmund B. O'Callaghan,

Ordered, That a list of the missing books belonging to
this Society be published in the daily papers by the Libra-
rian, with a request that such persons as may have any
such volumes in their possession would be pleaszed to re-
turn them to such officer without delay.

The Society then proceeded to ballot for officers, and
the following gentlemen having respectively received a
majority of all the vofes cast were declared to be duly
elected.

Dr. Thomas Hun, President.

Dr. Mason F. Cogswell, Vice-President.

Dr. John Campbell, Secrefary.

Dr. Edmund B. O’Callaghan, Treasurer.

Dr. Richard H. Thompson; Librarian.

Drs. Peter McNaughton, James P. Boyd, Leonard G.
Warren, Peter Van Buren, and Samuel Dickson, Censors.

The Society then adjourned.

JouN CaMPRELL, Secretary.

Special Meeting.
February 1Tth, 1846.

The Society met pursuant to notice given in the public
papers at the grand jury room, City Hall, at 4 o'clock,
P. M. Present, Dr. Thomas Hun, President. Drs. Peter
P. Btaats, J. V. P. Quackenbush, E. B. O’Callaghan, John
Van Buren, P. Van Buren, P. Van OLinda, Cogswell, R.
H. Thompson, and J. Campbell.
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take it upon himself to give discharges for sums not paid.
The consequence is, such bills are never settled, and the
Treasurer is obliged to compound, where the parties are
willing, for one dollar, the tax for the current year.

All which is submitted.

E. B. O'CaLnacuAN, Treasirer.

In accordance with the request of the Treasurer, the fol-
lowing gentlemen were appointed a committee to examine
the Treasurer’s accounts and the books of the late Treas-
urer, viz.: Drs. Peter Van OLinda, J. V., P Quackenbush,
and J. Campbell.

Dr. P. Van Buren, from the committee on Medical Eth-
ics, presented to the meeting a report in writing.

On motion the report was accepted.

Dr. P. Van Buren fromi the same committee offered the
following resolution, which was adopted.

Whereas, the frequent oceurrences of breaches of good
faith and medical courtesy by some of the members of this
Society render it necessary to protect this body from such
imputation ; it is therefore

Resolved, That every member shall be held bound,
whenever it comes under his observation, that the rules
laid down in the Medical Ethies are violated, to report
the case to the Committee on Medical Ethics, who shall
investigate the same, and if, in their judgment there be
sufficient cause, lay the same before the Society.

Dr. Peter P. Staats by request was excused from serving
on the committee on Medical Ethies.

On motion of Dr. P. Van Buren, the existing committee
on Medical Ethics was dissolved.

The chair then appointed the following gentlemen as
such committee, viz.: Drs. P. Van Buren, John Van
Buren, and B. P. Staats.

On motion of Dr. 0’Callaghan.

Ordered, That each member of said committee be served
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the same with the vouchers and find it correct, with the
exception of an error of two dollars, which might have oc-
curred in the footing up, or might have been paid since
the adding up, but which was corrected.

They have also examined the books of the late Treas
urer, and his report, and vouchers which from circumstan-
ces had not before been offered, but was submitted to this
committee and find the same correct.

P. Van OLinda, J. V. P. Quackenbush, and John Camp-
bell, Commitice.

Albany, February 24th, 1846.

The report was accepted.

The chair stated that the object of the present meeting
was to receive from the President a plan, which he had
been instructed to lay- before the Society for its considera-
tion and action ; that that officer being unavoidably de-
tained, had placed the paper which he had drawn up
in the hands of the Secretary.

Said communication was read and is as-follows:

The County Medical Societies were instituted for the
purpose of organizing the medical profession and of ena-
bling the members to co-operate in promoting their com-
mon interests. For many years this Society has fallen into
neglect and has consequently failed to answer the end for
which it was created. The members have remained iso-
lated and have scarcely known each other; and there has
.grown up a mutual distrust and lack of good feeling,
which render the discharge of our professional duties less
pleasant to ourselves, and less profitable to the publie.

It has been thnﬁght by some of us, that a plan might be
devised for promoting a better feéling among the members
of our Society and for our mutual professional improve-
ment; and by a resolution at the last meeting the duty was
imposed on the President of embodying your views on this
point, and submitting them to the action of the Society.
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In accordance with a notice, given at the last semi-an-
nual meeting, in relation to altering the by-laws in refer-
ence to the time of holding the annual and semi-annual
meetings,

Dr. Hun proposed the following resolution, which was
adopted.

Resolved, That thelhour of holding the annual and semi-
annual meetings of this Society, be changed from 11 A.
M. to three P. M.

A quorum for the election of officers not being present,
and the Society being without a Treasurer and Secretary,
on motion of Dr. Hun, R. H. Thompson was elected Sec-
retary and Treasurer pro tem.

On motion of Dr. Hun, the Sumety then adjourned its
annual meeting to the 23d inst. at 3 o clock 15 M., very
precisely.

R. H. Tunomrsoxw, Secretary, pro tem.

lAdjourned Annual Meeting.

Nov. 23d, 184T.

The Society met at the. common couneil chamber, City
Hall, at three o’clock, P. M. Present, Dr. Mason F. Cogs-
well, President, Drs. B. P. Staats, P. Van Buren, J. V. P.
Quackenbush, H. B. McHarg, John Swinburne, B. A.
SBheldon, U. G. Bigelow, C. C. Waller, C. C. Griffin, Jas,
P. Boyd, Thomas Hun, Jas. M. Brown, R. H. Thompson,
and J. H. Case, )

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The following resolution, presented by Dr. P. Van Bu-
ren, was adopted by the Bociety.

Hesolved, That the Secretary transmit to one or more of
physicians in each town of this county, a request from this
Society to furnish a brief history of the diseases prevalent
in such towns for the last ten years, and forward the same
to the Secretary on or before the 15th of January, 1848.










.‘j

JOHN V. P. QUACKENBUSH, M. D.,

Prof. af Obstetrics, and President of (he Sociely in 1853,
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ing cases which they may have had in their practice ; pend-
ing which motion, Drs. Thompson, Burrus, and Van
Buren addressed the Society in relation to its interests and
its future advancement. After which, on motion,
The Society adjourned.
Joux V. P. QuackeNsusH, Secrelary.

At a meeting of the Albany Cuuc:lt}' Medical Society,
held in the common council chamber, August 11, 1848,
the following resolutions, offered by Dr. Bay and seconded
by Dr. March, were unanimously adopted.

Resolved, That this Society has heard with deep sorrow
of the death of its worthy and venerable member, Dr.
Jonathan Eighta.

Resolved, That by this death the Society has lost a mem-
ber who, from its foundation, has always been ready to co-
operate in promoting its interests and its dignity ; and who
by the. purity of his life, and by the faithful and disinter-
ested discharge of his duties, during a practice of half a
century, has been an ernament and an example to his pro-
fession,

Resolved, That to show our respect for his memory, the
members of this Society will attend his funeral, and will
wear the usual badge of mourning. _

Resolved, That we sincerely sympathize with the family
of the deceased, and that they be presented with a.copy of
these resolutions.

Reésolved, That these resolutions be publlshed

Resolved, That we adjourn to meet SBaturday afternoon
at 3} 'n'clmk, in this place.

Masox F. CoeswiLL, President.

J. V. P. Quackensusn, Secretary.

Annual meeting of the Albany County Medical Society,
held in the common council room, City Hall, Nov. 14th,
1848,

25
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and having exhibited satisfactory credentials, were there-
upon unanimously admitted members of this Society.

Drs. Carhart, Lyons, and Ioward Townsend, were
proposed and referred to the President.

The Society then proceeded to the election of officers
for the ensuing year, which resulted as follows:

Dr. James McNaunghton, President.

Dr. John Swinburne, Vice- President.

Dr. Benj. A. Sheldon, Secrefary.

Dr. C. C. Waller, Treasurer.

Dr. C. C. Griffin, Librarian.

Dr. R. H. Thompson, State Delegate, 4 years.

Drs. J. H. Armsby, P. MeNaughton, J. H. Case, U. G.
Bigelow, and Burris, Censors.

On motion, meeting adjourned.

Joun V. P. QuackENBUsSH, Secretary.

A Special Meeting.
April 2Tth, 1849.

The Society met at the common council chamber, City
Hall, at 8 o’clock, P. M.

Present, Drs. James McNaughton, R. H. Thompson,
Peter Van Buren, John H. Case, John Swinburne, C. C.
Griffin, 8. D. Willard, and B. A. Sheldon.

The President stated the object of the meeting, to be .
theappointment of delegates to the National Medical Con-
vention, to be held at Boston on the 2d day of May, 1849,
and also the appointment of Treasurer in the place of Dr.
Waller, resigned.

Dr. Waller's report was read and accepted, and ordered
on file. :

The President offered the following communication to
the Albany County Medical Society.

(Gentlemen: Cireumstances requiring my absence from
the city for sometime, I am compelled to resign the office
of Treasurer of your Society. I thank you for honoring
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The following gentlemen were elected delegates to the
National Medical Convention, to be held at Boston, viz. :

Drs. Peter Van Buren, R. H. Thompson, Boyd, and B.
P. Staats, with power to substitute. Dr. Van Buren of-
fered the following resolution :

Resolved, That hereafter, until otherwise ordered by this
Society, a dinner shall be provided for such members of
the Society as are in attendance, at each annual and semi-
annual meeting, at the expense of the Society, at such
hour and place as it shall direet; and that the President,
Secretary, and Treasurer be a committee to carry the
above into effect.

Dr. Thompson offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That hereafter the State Delegate be and is
hereby authorized to procure a sufficient number of eopies
of the Proceedings of the State Medical Society annually,
so that each member can be furnished with a copy of said
Transactions.

Dr. Thompson made a few remarks upon a class of im-
posing citizens, who were able to pay their physicians but
did not. He therefore moved that a committee of three
be appointed to make necessary arrangements to avoid
their impositions:

The chair appointed Drs. Thompeson, Swinburne, and
Griffin, that committee, to report at the semi-annual meet-
ing of the Bociety.

On Dr. Van Buren's motion the Society adjourned.

Bexsamiy A. SHELDON, Secretary.

The Semi-Annual Meeting.

June 12th, 1849, 3 o'clock, P. M.
The Society met in the common council room in the
City Hall pursuant to public notice.
Present, Dr. James McNaughton, President, Drs. Al-
den March, P. P. Staats, J. H. Cage, P. Van OLinda,
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Dr. Thompson offered the following :

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society be and are
hereby tendered to Dr. John Swinburne for his excellent
practical address, and that a copy of the same be sent as a
communication to the State Medical Society.

Adopted.

Dr. March made a few remarks in relation to the distri-
buting of lime in the streets, and offered the following
preamble and resolutions.

Whereas, this Society have observed that the board of
health have ordered our streets to be strewed with lime
(under the impression as is supposed) that it is a disinfect-
ing agent, calculated to prevent the spread of cholera,
which has recently made its appearance in a few instances
among our citizens; and

Whereas, in the opinion of this Society, neither lime nor
chloride of lime possess any power to prevent the intro-
duction and spread of cholera; and

Whereas, the strong and gloomy impression which our
whitened streets is caleulated to make on the minds of
timid citizens, the revolting and alarming effect which it
1s well caleulated to produce on persons from the country,
who are in the habit of visiting the city on business, and
the paralyzing effect which it will be likely to produce on
our citizens in preventing them from sweeping and attend-
ing to other means of cleanliness. Therefore

Resolved, As the sense of this Society, that the practice
of spreading lime on our streets is not only useless, but in-
directly injurious to the health and happiness of the citi-
zens, and highly detrimental to the business interests of
our city.

The question was on the adoption of the resolutions.
when a question arose whether lime or chloride of lime
were disinfecting agents or not. The subject was ably dis-
cnssed by Drs. March, McNaughton, P. P. Staats Van O-
Linda, Case, Townsend, Thompson, Warren, and Dickson.
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nounced to the Society'the death of Peter Wendell, M,
D., and made some appropriate remarks on the many es-
timable qualities of the deceased. 'Whereupon, the follow-
ing resolutions were offered by T. Romeyn Beck, M. D.,
and unanimously adopted :

Resolved, That this Society receive with great regret,
the announcement of the death of one of its earliest and
most eminent members.

Resolved, That while the members most sincerely sym-
pathize with his family and his friends, in the severe loss
they have experienced, they are still consoled by the re-
collection that the life of Dr. Wendell has been spent in
the exercise of one of the best of human pursuits, and
that his career has been distinguished by unwearied atten-
tion to the welfare of the sick, and by honest and success-
ful endeavors to uphold and advance the usefulness and
dignity of his profession.

Resolved, As a just tribute of respect to his memory, that
this Society will attend the funeral ceremonies in a body,
and wear the usual badge of mourning for thirty days.

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be communi-
cated to the family of the deceased, and also be published.

By order.
Jas. McNavenron, President.

Nov., 1849, B. A. BurLpoxN, Secrefary.

Annual Meeting.
Albany, Nov. 13th, 1849, 3 o’clock, P. M.
The Society met in the common council chamber pur-
suant to public notice. Present, Dr. James McNaughton,
President. Drs. P. MeNaughton, B. P. Staats, J. B. Ross-
man, J. H. Case, R. H. Thompson, H. Townsend, C. C.
Griffin, John Swinburne, J. ¥. Townsend, P. Van Buren,
W. Geoghegan, J. V. I. Quackenbush, J. Van Buren,
Thomas Hun, and B. A. Sheldon.
The Treasurer’s report was read and adopted.
26
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Semi-Annual Meeting.

Albany, June 11th, 1850.

The Society met in the common ecouncil chamber pur-
suant to public notice. Present, Dr. James McNaughton,
President. Drs. J. B. Rossman, John Van Buren, J. H.
Case, 8. D. Willard; U. G. Bigelow, C. C. Griffin, Samuel
Dickson, David Wiltsie, John Swinburne, William Geo-
ghegan, Peter Van OLinda, R. H. Thompson, and B. A.
Sheldon.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The Treasurer made his semi-annual report which was
accepted and ordered on file.

Albany County Medical Society in account with J. B. Ross-

Tha.,
D=, Cr.
Expenditures (as found on Jnurﬂ:ﬂg By amount of cash received up to thae
nt‘ d-iﬁﬂr‘ﬂﬂt tjmealillllllll $";IT|3 llthdll_'lf nf‘ Jul.'l.l}, -------- $I I []-55‘
: - B7.38
Bl AN e s se s ki o i 218.17

The President proposed the names of Augustus Viele,
Abraham McKown, and Alonzo G. Westervelt as members
of the Society, they having exhibited “satisfactory creden-
tials. :

Drs. Viele, McKown, and Westervelt were thereupon
admitted as members of the Society. 3

Dr. Reinhart presented his credentials for examination
and made application to become a member of the Society.
The credentials were referred to committee.

The Vice-President, Dr. John Swinburne, delivered his
semi-annual address on the treatment of puerperal fever
and erysipelas, which was listened to with interest,

Dr. Willard offered the following resolution which was
adopted:

Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be and are
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Annual Meeting.
Albany, Nov. 12th, 1850, 3 o'clock, . M.

The Society met in the common council chamber pur-
suant to public notice. Present, Dr. James McNaughton,
President, Drs. J. B. Rossman, P. P. Staats, Peter Van
OLinda, L. G. Warren, 8. D. Willard, U. G. Bigelow,
John Swinburne, J. M. Brown, J. V. P. Quackenbush,
‘Wm. Geoghegan, Peter McNaughton, J. H. Case, W. F.
Carter, Augustus Viele, and B. A. Sheldon.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.

The Treasurer made his annual report which was ap-
proved and ordered on file, as follows:

J. B. Rossman in account with the Albany County Medical
Sociely.
Din. Ce.
18G60, 1850.

Nov. 11th. Ta cash on hand,.$12.17 | Nov. 11th. Paid H. D. Stone

To initiation fees of two mem- bill per Becretary,.... $4.00

Ly ol e e b e 6.00 | Nov. 12th. Cash on hand,....... 16,17

*To cash for taxes,.............. .00

G ———— —

$20.17 $20.17

The committee on Jacob Reinhart reported favora-
ble to his admission as a member, whereupon he was ad-
mitted as a member of the Society.

Dr. Willard proposed thenames of Drs. Thomas H. Neeler
and James H. BSalisbury as members of the Society, they
having exhibited satisfactory credentials.

Drs. Thomas H. Neeley and James H. Salisbury were
therenpon admitted as members of the Society.

Dr. James McNaughton, chairman of special committee
on the expediency of excluding medicines from private
offices, made his report, which was accepted and ordered
on file, and is as follows :

The committee, to whom was referred the resolution of-
fered by Dr. Thompson at the semi-annual meeting, re-
: lative to the propriety of excluding medicines from our
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ed, and the public would be gradually prepared for a more
complete reliance on the apothecary to prepare medi-
cines than at present.
All which is respectfully submitted.
James McNaventon, Chairman.
P. Vax OLixpa.
JOHN SWINBURNE.

The President, Dr. James McNaughton, delivered his
annual address, whereupon Dr. Van OLinda offered the
following resolution :

Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be presented
to the President for his able and interesting address, and
a copy requested for the use of the Society.

The Society then went into an election for its officers
for the ensuing year. The President and Vice-President
having declined being candidates for reélection, the ballot-
ing resulted as follows:

Dr. James H. Armsby, President,

Dr. Wm. F. Carter, Vice- President.

Dr. B. A. Sheldon, Secretary.

Dr. J. B. Rossman, Treasurer,

Dr. John Bwinburne, Librarian.

Drs. Peter McNaughton, Howard Townsend, U. G.
Bigelow, L. G. Warren, and J. P. Boyd, Censors.

On motion, the Society adjourned.

B. A. SueLpox, Seerelary.

Semi-Annual Meeting.
Albany, June 10th, 1851.

The Bociety met in the City Hall pursuant to public
notice. Present, Drs. J. H. Armsby, J. H. Case, P.
Van Buren, J. B. Rossman, Howard Townsend, Quacken-
bush, Samuel Dickson, C. C. Waller, Augustus Viele, and
B. A. Sheldon. .

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved.







BIOGRAPHIES.

[The design of this volume is only to notice those members of the Saciety
now deceased ; but as it is regarded important to preserve as complete a his-
tory of the Institution as possible, and there are a few members who sur-
vive in venerable age who were so associated with its early history that it
has been thought proper to add brief notices of them.]

ALEXANDER GLEN FONDA.

Alexander G. Fonda was born in Scheneetady on the
17th day of August, 1785. His father was Colonel Fonda,
and rendered efficient service to the cause of the colonies
in the revolutionary war. He was graduated at Union Col-
lege in 1803, a class mate of Dr. Thomas Dunlap of Sche-
nectady, and the Rev. Dr. James M. Matthews of New
York city. Alexander studied medicine under the direc-
tion of Dr. Archibald H. Adams, who is subsequently
noticed in this volume, and was licensed to practice in
May, 1806. Two months later, the first meeting of the Al-
bany County Medical Society was held under the new law, -
and Dr. Fonda came from Schenectady to be present. The
venerable Dr. Mancius presided, and as he cast his large
piercing eyes over the little number gathered for its organ-
ization they rested with severe scrutiny upon the smooth
face and youthful form of young Fonda, and he remarked
with seeming austerity that he supposed all who were pre-
sent were licensed practitioners. Dr. Fonda knowing that
the remark was intended for him only, replied with ‘all
confidence and suavity that his license had been granted

27
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under Dr, Hunloke Woodruff in the city of Albany. And
there too he received his degree, September 8th, 1806.
This was granted by the University of the State of New
York. On presenting his diploma to the young candidate
after he had ably sustained the ordeal of the examination
of those days, the Chanecellor, John Lansing, Jr. (a kinsman
of Dr. Van Deusen’s), remarked : “ Remember, my young
friend, that I have now made a doctor of you, and I trust
you will be an honor to your profession.” This kindly
admonition is well remembered by the then young doctor
in his present old age, and his career attests forcibly how
faithfully he treasured and acted upon that golden * word
in season.” i

But though well grounded in the rudiments of his call-
ing, Dr. V. D. was not content to commence practice
without availing himself of all furtherances to a complete
preparation within his reach. Philadelphia was then the
seat of the highest medical instruetion in the U.ninn; and

‘it need only be said, in proof of this, that the principal lec-
turers at its college were Drs. Rush, and Physie. Thither
he proceeded, therefore, with his friends, Drs. Peter Wen-
dell and Simeon Vedder.

It may be mentioned, as a striking illustration of the dif-
ference brought about in 60 years, that the friends were
seven days on their voyage from Albany to New York in
the good sloop Eagle, Captain Pruyn; and then they were
a day and a half crossing New Jersey to Philadelphia—a
distance now traveled in three hours by the aid of steam
and rail road.

Following his Philadelphia sojourn, Dr. Van Deusen,
commenced his active career at Albany, where he practiced
twelve years, and among his most pleasing reministences
are those of his associations with his professional brethren
in that eity.

The cause that led Dr. Van Deusen to change his field
of labor was a pulmonary affection, threatening serious
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itis his comfort to say that he has no inclination to rival the
boasts of Baron Wenzer, that in Ais operations he had ** de-
stroyed a hat full of eyes.”

Dr. Van Deusen relinguished the practice of his profes-
sion about 1860.

He was singularly happy in his family relations, and his
children ean *rise up and call him blessed.” Of his eight
gons, gix are living ; and of those, five are engaged in pur-
suits closely allied to their father's profession ; four of them
being druggists at Rondout and Kingston.

Such is the brief outline of a life of earnest usefulness;
and he has his reward for his fidelity. The blessing of
Heaven is on his head. He is surrounded by affectionate
children, loving and honoring him ; he has all the comforts
of life to excite him to a grateful acknowledgment to “the
giver of every good and perfect gift,” and in the assurance
of a faith that never wavered or doubted, he can serenely
await the last summons, The “ghock of corn fully ripe”
is ready for the garner. And when the inevitable hour
comes, he at least will meet it,

# Like one who folds the drapery of his couch about him
And lies down to plensant dreams.™

WILLIAM BAY.

During the reign of that voluptuous monarch, Lonis XTIV
of France, the Protestant Christians, known as Huguenots,
suffered many and great persecutions on account of their
religious faith, and were likewise deprived of most of their
civil rights. The privileges guarantied to them under
the edict of 1562 was revoked by that wicked sovereign un-
der the edict of Nantes in 1685. So great had been the
persecutions, that within a short time previous more than
half amillion of Huguenots fled into Switzerland, Germany,
Holland, and England, notwithstanding the vigilance that
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one of health officer to the port, and in the discharge of
its laborious duties fell a victim to inflammation of the
lungs in 1795. In the interval between his death and the
appointment of his successor (Dr. Richard Bailey), being
about four months, the office was temporarily filled by Dr.
William Bay. He next became a pupil of the eminent
Dr. Samuel Latham Mitchell, and remained in his office
until he graduated as doctor in medicine in May, 1797.
The subject of his inaugural thesis was, ““The operation
of Pestilential Fluids upon the Large Intestines, termed by
Nosologists, Dysentery,” This was published by T. & J.
Swords, 1797, 8vo., pp- 109.
A review of this dissertation was published in the New
York Medical Repository (vol. 1, p. 110), and occupies
over gix pages. The review concludes thus:—* Whatever
variety of opinion or discordancy of faets may exist on this
‘subject, we are persuaded that the most perfect unanimity
will prevail in considering the principles set forth by Mr.
Bay, and supported by so many powerful arguments, as
highly interesting to the science of medicine, and the wel-
fare of mankind; and we are convinced the same unani-
mit}: will be felt in aseribing to our author, the praise of
diligence, ingenuity, and a comprehensive survey of the
subject on which he treats. This early fruit of his studies,
worthy a more advanced age and mature experience, leaves
us no room to doubt that his future professional career
will be alike honorable to himself and useful to his country.”
Dr. Bay returned from New York to his home in Clav-
erack, where he immediately began the pursuit of his pro-
fession. Iis business and his reputation alike rapidly in-
creased, and his skill was sought throughout an extensive
distriet; but after a few years he found a large country
practice exceedingly laborious, and in 1810 he was induced
to remove to Albany, where he formed a business relation
with Dr. McClelland, who died a few months subsequently,
and left Dr. Bay at once in a large field of practice. He
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23d March, 1864), probably the oldest physician in the
country. He stands like the venerable oak where the
forests around it have fallen. IHis life time covers the
period of the birth and growth of a great nation. Its
infancy was in his boyhood; he has seen it wax strong,
and now witnesses the coneclusive struggle that threatens
its downfall. May he still survive to know of its once
more peaceful and united prosperity.

Dr. Bay was born in circumstances of affluence; his
father was an educated and accomplished lawyer, conspie-
uous among his associates for his integrity, for his courte-
ous and accomplished manners, a member of the commit-
tee of public safety, and associated with the public men
of his times. IHis home was the abode of a eultivated and
attractive hospitality. These influences gave his son the
advantages of high social position, and the training of
cheerfulnessand amiability which has characterized his life,
a life of professional energy, moral integrity, and of Chris-
tian worth and virtue. The shades of its evening are draw-
ing on, and Dr. Bay in his ninety-first year, in remarkable
mental elasticity and Christian cheerfulness, is patiently
waiting the close of his long pilgrimage. Mayit be attend-
ed with every blessing. :

A brother, Thomas Bay, was a lawyer of prominence, and
mayor of Hudson; he died in 1832; a venerable brother,
John Bay, resided with the doctor until his death on the
15th of Apnl, 1864, at the age of eighty-two years. His
son, Dr. John W. Bay, graduated in New York in 1828,
but abandoned the practice of his profession many years
ago.

PLATT WILLIAMS.

Platt Williams was born in the town of Hunting-
ton, Suffolk county, New York, on the 19th day of Sep-
tember, 1784, He entered Williams College and gradu-

: 28










w....... e PR - SR A da i SRR e U SR L Sl

e ———







BroaRAPHICAL SEETCHES. 219

fits accrning from a proper system of diet during their
illness, a subject that had attracted less attention forty
years ago than it has of late years. He was beloved by
many of his patients, some of whom were men of distin-
guished positions in life. As a citizen and a man, his
career was honorable and his character unblemished.

In 1845, after thirty-five years of active professional life,
Dr. Williams withdrew from its cares, and took his resi-
dence in Alder Creek, Oneida county, where he at pre-
sent resides in the enjoyment of reasonable health, in the
80th year of his age, and passing the evening of his life
in a calm and dignified tranquillity.

The contemporaries of Dr. Williams were Stringer and
Maneius, McClelland and Woodruff, Willard and Wendell,
Townsend, Wm. Bay, T. Romeyn Beck and Joel A. Wing.
With a single exception these have all closed useful and
honorable lives. Bay and Williams remain like: sturdy
oaks where the forests have fallen. Their lives cover the
period. of our national government and they survive to
witness the most trying period of its existence. May they
once more see peace and prosperity in the land, and close
their lives only to begin the joys of a better world.

JAMES WADE.

James Wade was a son of James and Mary (Upham)
Wade, and was born in West Springfield, Massachusetts, on
the 5th day of June, 1789, His mother was the daughter of
the Rev. Edward Upham. His father served as a soldier
in the revolutionary war, and was present at the hattle of
Bunker Hill. James received a common school edueation,
and some instruction in Latin. At the age of seventeen he
had grown restless at home, and did what boys sometimes
use to do, run away. He came'to Albany, where he was
obliged to rely .on his own enterprise and industry; he
therefore hired to a farmer and worked during the sum-
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1860, having been a useful and honored citizen. Of his
children three sons survive : Dr. Ezekiel M, Wade, who suc-
ceeded his father and is now a physician in Watervliet;
James Wade, Jr., a Lawyer in Oleveland, Ohio; and Ed-
ward Wade, Esq., a Jawyer in Albany. Two brothers re-
gide in Ohio: Edward Wade, member of Congress from
1852 to 1860 ; and the Hon. B. F. Wade, for many years
United States Senator.

Dr. Wade survives at theage of seventy-five years in men-
tal and physical health, and surrounded by the comforts
that reward a life of industry.

BIOGRAPHIES OF MEMBERS DECEASED.

WILHELMUS MANCIUS.

In two of the New England states, as also in New Jersey,
laws were enacted at an early period for the organizition
of medical societies. There were many evils that these
laws were designed to suppress, and there was much good
they were intended to incite. The evils were such as had
grown since the early settlement of the country from the
need of well educated students in medicine, and the low
degree to which the art of healing had as a consequence
fallen. There was no restriction to prevent the grossest
imposition of pretenders in assuming the responsibilities
that pertains to the care of the sick and the management of
disease ; and there was bat little to aid the legitimate stu-
dents in diligent research, and knowledge of trne medical
science. The laws which should therefore give distinctive
features to the medical profession may be presumed to have
found warm advocates in the physicians resident of the
State Capitol, seeing, as they counld do, the great necessity
for its existence, and anxious as they doubtless were for
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Mancius was elected to assume the chair, and to announce
the meeting ready for organization.

Wilhelmus Manecius was born in Ulster county, New
York, in September, 1738. His father was George Wilhel-
mus Manecius, a native of Holland, who had emigrated to
America and was a minister in the Reformed Dutch Church
in America, and who combined with his gospel ministra-
tions what was not then uncommon, some knowledge of
the healing art, which he practiced among the people of
his charge. Wilhelmus probably studied the classics un-
der the care of his father, as he did also his medical profes-
gion. The Dutch langnage was his mother tongue, though
he spoke the German fluently, and the English with at
least a strong Dutch accent. He must have begun the
study of medicine about the year 1758, when he was twenty
years of age. It is impossible now to define just what
might then have been regarded as a medical education;
and in comparison with the present, a just estimate can
scarcely be made. There were no medical schools in the
country, and for a student in a retired town no possible
faeility for acquiring any practical knowledge of anatomy.
A student could therefore have no adequate idea of the
vital organs in health, or as changed by the process of dis-
ease. Diseases of the heart and lungs could not be distin-
guished by either auscultation or percussion. Nothing was
known of the normal or diseased sounds of these organs.
The pharmacy was as rude as the means of diagnosis.
‘What might have been observed of the niedicinal properties
of a few indigenous plants comprised for the most part all
that was available in the materia medica. To watch there-
fore the progress of disease, and to administer a few com-
paratively harmeless remedies must have constituted the
office of the physician ; and he became skillful and renowned
only as he exercised the shrewdness of observation, and
made his experience his guide. Surgery was rude and sim-
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in the same manner. We are told that on one occasion,
Richard Smith, a rich farmer, who had settled with the
doctor in this way before, made out his bill : it was found
on comparison that the doctor's  just matched it.”’ He
then recollected that he had omitted certain items which
could not escape the doctor's memory when mentioned.
The result was a balance in his favor, and the doctor
promptly paid it over.

Dr. Maneius was in advanced years when the first meet-
ing of the Society was held ; his career had embraced the
period of the revolutionary war, and theinstitution, throngh
him as its oldest member, now dates back a century and a
quarter. Ie was never again present at the meetings, for
his life terminated soon after on the 22d of October, 1808,
at the age of seventy years. Dr. Mancius was a man of
strong mind, and he left the impress of a favorable reputa.
tion that has survived the changes of more than half a cen-

tury.

HUNLOEKE WOODRUFF.

Hunloke Woodruff was born in Elizabethtown, New Jer-
sey, about the year 1755, and was a descendant by his ma-
ternal ancestry from Chancellor Hyde, afterwards Earl of
Clarendon, famous in English politics about two centuries
ago. His mother died in hisinfancy, and his father during
his early childhood. He was cared for and educated by his
grandfather, Joseph Woodruff, who about that time was the
mayor of Elizabethtown, and who held the honored posi-
tion of privy counselor to George the Third previous to the
Americanrevolution. Hunloke was graduated at Princton
college, New Jersey, about 1774, and having chosen the
profession of medicine began his studies with Dr. Malachi
Treat in the city of New York shortly previous to the com-
mencement of the hostilities between the colonies and the
mother country. Dr. Woodruft had taken up his residence

29
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scured by masses of blood, he was startled by a low mourn-
ful voice, exclaiming, ‘“Doctor, don’t you know me?"”
The sealped and wounded man proved no other than his
friend, Capt. Gregg, the owner of the dog. Dr. Woodruff
took him to the fort, where with much care he recovered,
and survived many years.

After the termination of the war Dr. Woodruff returned
to Albany, and, becoming a partner with Dr. Mancius, he
engaged extensively in practice and with great acceptance,
both in Albany and the country and the villages surround-
ing it.

Dr. Woodruff was by birth and education a gentleman :
he had in early life the advantages which social position
and education confer. His talents were of a high order,
his mind was refined and cultivated by learning, and by
association with men in the higher ranks of life. His im-
agination was lively and his reasoning powers were sharp
and philesophical. His knowledge of his profession, and
his experience in surgery, by long military service, were
equal to the first men of his time. His sympathies were
warm and his impulses manly and generous. His money
was valued only as it could lavish comforts npon his family
and friends. His whole life was high toned and honorable,
an ornament to his profession and a valued eitizen.

In the last part of his life he was greatly afflicted with
serofulous diathesis, which gradually increased upon him
until the period of his death, which finally took place from
hemorrhage from the lungs on the 4th day of July, 1811, in
the fifty-sixth year of his age.

An excellent likeness of Dr. Woodruff, by an Albany
artist, Mr. Ames, is in possession of his family. A daugh-
ter of Dr. Woodruff married Dr. Bamuel Freeman, now of
Saratoga, and deceased in 1862,
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more exclusively to the duties of thelatter. I am informed
that he was a man of sound education; but being retiring
and unsocial in his habits, he made few friends. He was
the first Treasurer of the Society. In 1807, he read before
it a paper on the “Revulsive eftects of blood-letting;" and
in 1808, one on ¢ The use of Hyosciamus Niger.” In

1809 he resigned his seat as member of the Society., His
death oceurred in 1810.

CALEB GAUFF.

Caleb Ganff resided in the extreme sonth of the town
of Bethlehiem, where for many years he was a respectable
practitioner. He is remembered by some of the old citi-
zens of Bethlehem ; but little definite information can
be given concerning him. He was probably past the
‘meridian of life when he met with this Society, and his
career terminated at a period not distant from the time of
its organization. It is now impossible to determine the
place and period of his birth, or trace more fully his brief
history.

AUGUSTUS HARRIS.

Augustus Harris was born in the county of Rensselaer
on the 17th day of July, 1776. He was the son of Dr.
Nicholas Harris, with whom he pursued the study of med-
icine until he was licensed by the Hon. John Lansing,
chief justice of the Supreme court of the state of New
York, on the 4th day of August, 1800, He commenced
practice in the town of Bethlehem, in Albany county, in
1803, where he remained for fourteen years, when he re-
moved to Van Buren in Onondaga county, where he con-
tinued in the profession until 1821, when he turned his
attention chiefly to the pursuit of agriculture. Dr. Har-
ris was one of the original members of the County Medical
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ued in practice with a relative of his wife. In 1832 he
lost his three daunghters, who died of cholera within
twelve hours of each other. He died in 1837. The date
of his birth is uneertain, but he was not far from sixty-five
years of age at the time of his decease. '

CORNELIUS VROOMAN,

Cornelins Vrooman, Jr., was the second son of Simon
Vrooman, a citizen of Scheneetady, where he was born in
1781. His classical education was obtained at Union Col-
lege, thongh his name does not appear on the catalogue
as a graduate of that institution. He attended mediecal
lectures at the University of Pennsylvania, and began the
practice of his profession in his native city. He rapidly
won the reputation of being a skillful physician — a reputa-
tion which still attaches to his memory.

Dr. Vrooman was over six feet in stature! his manners
were easy and agreeable; his expression of countenance
pleasant and lively; and he possessed flueney and versatil-
ity in conversation, well adapted to make him a popular
man. He was uniformly kind hearted, and generous to-
wards the poor. It is said of Dr. Vrooman, that with
these virtues he was —unlike physicians of the present gen-
eration — quick tempered, but that the paroxysms were
exceedingly brief. The sun shine is more cheerful after a
cloud and a shower, and a man more amiable after the
climax ofa temporary vexation. He did not long continue
in professional life, probably as much on account of the
admonitions of health, as from having been appointed
financier for a very wealthy citizen of Schenectady, for
which his sterling integrity, and his business capacity alike
fitted him. Dr. Vrooman passed away in his early man-
hood a victim of pulmonary disease. Ilis death oceurred
in December, 1811, when he was at the age of thirty years.
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removal of the disease which proved only partly success-
ful. Asa patient he displayed great fortitude and cheer-
fulness, and rigidly adhered to the directions of his medi-
cal attendants.

As a practitioner of medicine Dr. Townsend was es-
teemed prudent and skillful, and acquired the almost un-
limited confidence of the publie. His death oceurred on the
17Tth of December, 1847, when he was in his seventieth
year, ;

The following estimate of Dr. Townsend is from one,

whose intimate relations with him afforded every oppor-
~ tunity to judge correctly of his character and virtues.
“ Indunstry, firmness, truthfulness, moral courage and
Christian charity were blended in his character. Though
possessing quickness of temper and fearlessness in the
expression of his sentiments, he still possessed that noble-
ness of nature that when convinced of error manfully ac-
knowledges it, and makes all reparation in its power. In
the duties of his profession he would encourage and cheer
his patients until all hope for them was gone, and so great
was his spirit of hopefulness that it became almost pro-
verbial, that when Dr. Townsend gave up there was indeed
no hope. Then did he remember his duty as a Christian,
make his suffering patients the subject of his private peti-
tion, and by prayer with them and Christian counsel point
them to the Great Physician of Sounls.” And it was “ with
unshaken faith and confidence in his Saviour that he him-
self at length entered fearlessly the dark wvalley, and with

#f Unfaltering trust approached his grave.”

Dr. Townsend married Maria Fonda of Albany, Decem-
ber 10th, 1807, by whom he had seven children, four of
whom survive. Ile isrepresented in the profession by one
son, Dr. John F. Townsend of New York city, recently of
Albany.

30
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An older brother, Dr. James Anderson, also practiced in
Schenectady ; but he died suddenly at Cherry Hill near
Albany, where he was buried in 1805. He was a well
read, accomplished and attractive gentleman.

ELTAS WILLARD.

Dr. Elias Willard occupied a conspicuons position as a
physician and surgeon among the medical men of Albany
at the beginning of the present century. He was the se-
cond son of Lemuel Willard of Harvard, Massachusetts,
and descended in the fifth generation from Major Simon
‘Willard, the common ancestor of the family in Ameriea,
and who came from the county of Kent in England in
1634, and settled in Massachusetts. Major Willard is dis-
tingnished in the history of Massachusetts as rendering
important public service to the colony as representative
in its councils, as comptroller, judge, commissioner and
military commander. He was a man of sound under-
standing, fine judgment and practical skill, conseientious,
devout, and thoroughly in earnest both in word and worlk,
giving by his sagacity and wisdom protection to the infant
colony, and imparting strength and vigor to its govern-
ment. '

Lemuel Willard, the father of Elias, sustained a good
reputation as a useful, respected, public spirited citizen.
Elias was born in Harvard, on the Tth of Janunary, 1756.
He early gave attention to study and expressed a strong
desire to receive a collegiate education, which his father, in’
justice to his other sons, was unable to afford him ; but he
was placed under private instruction, and made consider-
able progress in acquiring the Latin and Greek languages.
At the age of eighteen years he commenced the study of
medicine, which he was pursuing when the war brolke out
which separated the colonies from Great Britain, The
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Abram Ten Broeck of the revolutionary army and mayor
of Albany in 1796. !

After the close of his military service, in which time he
had added largely.to his professional experience and skill,
but nothing to his purse, he removed in 1785 to Still-
water in Saratoga county, where he entered into a large
practice, residing on Bemis Heights, the battle ground
near Saratoga. A few years later he visited Montreal and
Quebec with a view to a change in his residence, but the
manners and customs of the province were not his own,
and the process of assimilation with them was notan easy
one, and after one year he returned again to Stillwater.
He removed to Albany in 1801, and for a period of twenty-
five years, was actively and extensively engagedin his pro-
fessional duties. Ile united with the Medical Society at
the period of its organization.

In 1811 the Society demanded of Dr. Willard the com-
ponents of a eertain remedy he used in cancer. Forsome
reason (and it is probable that he was not as yet himself
fully satisfied as to its positive virtues), he did not promptly
comply with the demand, and the Society passed a resoln- ~
tion by which he was expelled.

This act, however, did not lessen him in public estima-
tion, and the Medieal Society of Massachusetts elected
him to honorary membership in 1814, an evidence of the
esteern and undiminished confidence in which he was held -
by the medical profession of his native state.

He died in this city on the 20th March, 1827, in the
seventy-first year of his age, having been more than fifty-
one years in professional life. His wife died on the 20th
January, 1827. Delightfully associated in life, they were
not separated by death.

Although it is now a considerable more than a third of a
century since Dr. Willard terminated his career, yet his
name remains familiar to the present generation as a man
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D. Hammond, of Dr. Cooper, *I knew him long and well
as a remarkably correct man, and a man of integrity and
honor."”*

Dr. Cooper married the adopted daunghter of Governor
Taylor by whom he had three sons; one of whom is Major
General John Tayler Cooper, of Albany, a graduate of
Union College in 1818. Another, Rev. Charles ). Cooper,
an Hpiscopal clergyman in Philadelphia.

JAMES LOW.

Among the list of distingunished phyeicians in Thacher's
American Medical Biography is the name of James Low.
The notice was written by his friend Dr. T. Romeyn Beck,
and 1s as follows: -

“ James Low, M. D., was born at Albany, December 9th,
1781. His early education was completed at Union Col-
lege in 1802, He commenced the study of medicine with
Dr. McClelland, and after three years spent with him, he
went to Edinburgh, where he spent four years, attending
the lectures of the University. During a part of the time
he was a private pupil of Dr. John Murray, late eminent
lecturer on chemistry. Dr. Low’s standing among his fel-
low students, may be estimated from the fact that he was
elected one of the Presidents of the Royal Physical Society
of Edinburgh. Dr. Low traveled in England and Scot-
land, and returned to his native eity in 1808, and commenc-
ed practice with Dr. McClelland.”” He then became a
member of this Society. :

*His reputation as a learned and ekillful physician, an
able and expert surgeon, became widely diffused. He was
a man of science.” .

His health during the last three years of his life hecame
greatly impaired, and after much suffering he died in Al-

* Vol. 1, page 440,
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Cohoes, when his student, in 1808, his manuscript notes
from the lectures of Dr. Dunecan, professor of theory and
practice of medicine, taken while he wasa student at the
University, in 1786.

Dr. Adams settled in Schenectady, and as was usual
with the educated physicians of that day, a large number
of students flocked to his instructions, and among these
were Dr. Thomas Dunlap and Dr. A. G. Fonda, of Sche-
nectady, Dr. John Tonilier, of New York city, Dr. Van
Dyek, of Schoharie, and Dr. Adams. Dr. Adams acquired
considerable reputation as a surgeon, and his practice ex-
‘tended many miles to the north and west,

Dr. Adams was a man of spare frame, and in his appear-
ance, is said to have borne a marked resemblance to Dr.
Rush, of Philadelphia.

In one of his limbs he was lame, the consequence of an
attack of rheumatism, so that he always walked with acane.
His manners were remarkably pleasant and urbane. He
had the faculty of communiecating his knowledge, and took
gpecial interest in instructing his pupils. He seldom pre-
pared a remedy until he had first written the preseription,
which was always done in Latin. He was kind and be-
nevolent in his disposition, and is said to have exercised
great liberality towards the poor, often discharging them
from their legal obligations to him, when he was satisfied
that they could not make payment, withount sacrifice of per-
gonal comforts, and this he did with a freedom and sincerity
that evinced the genuineness of his motives.

It ismore than intimated that he had—as most men have
—a failing ; his was a great fondness for the weed. When
his labors for the day were over, he often retired, with his
long Holland pipe, the bowl resting upon the candlestick,
which was placed upon a stand by his bed, and with the
other end in his mouth, he regaled himself until, amid the
perfumed clouds of smoke, he was lost in balmy sleep.
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He pursued the even tenor of his way through snow
‘drifts and over rough roads as the case might be, by night
or by day, feeling his personal responsibility for the wel-
fare of his patients, and at all times laboring to acquit
himself faithfully towards them. Iis conversation with
his patients was cheerful and encouraging, and his visits
were hailed with pleasure by the young, and with satisfac-
tion by those of mature life. He possessed considerable
skill in surgery, and performed very many operations
incident to his practice in his own and adjoining towns.

Dr. Hyde seemed not only to share the confidence of
the people among whom he lived, but was beloved by
them. His house was the abode of hospitality to those
who came from a distance to consult him, to the stranger,
and to the ministers of the gospel, who sometimes held
services there when there was no church. He was interest-
ed in the cause of education, and sought to secure its ad-
vantages to the generation rising about him. He was
looked to by the community as a disinterested and gener-
ous friend, whose better judgment was frequently sought
and followed. His manners were plain and simple, his
habits industrious and frugal, while his mild eye and calm
expression made one feel himself in the presence of a
friend.

Dr. Hyde usnally had two orthree stndents under his care
and instroction, among whom was his sucecessor Dr. Platt
Wicksof Rensselaerville, and his son Dr. Lucius Hyde who
resided and recently died in the city of Brooklyn,

Dr. Hyde died of dropsical effusion within the cavity
of the thorax, on the 9th day of July, 1833, at the age of
gixty-one years.

His record is of a life of great usefulness among those
whom he lived, and his name is still held in honored
remembrance by many whose happiness and virtue he
promoted.

22
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their mistakes and errors. Iis mind was likewise unusu-
ally free from prejudice. During the slow decay that
came upon his body and mind, he bore the affliction with
great fortitude and patience. And “through which he
exercised a childlike submission, faith, and piety, which
gshowed where he had placed his trust.”

SIMON VEEDER.

Simon Veeder was anative of Albany, having been horn
in the city in May, 1788. He studied medicine with Drs.
Lowe and MecClelland, and went to Philadelphia in 1807
with Peter Wendell and Jacob Lansing Van Dusen to at-
tend mediecal lectures, and was a licentiate of the Medical
Society of the County of Albany on the 18th of July, 1807.
He was the first student licensed by the Society, and the
record is that he honorably acquitted himself and gave
ample testimony of his medical knowledge. He removed
to Charlton, in the county of Saratoga, where he practiced
his profession for two years, and afterwards resided in
Schenectady until his 'death which ‘ocenrred in Ma}r, 1860,
at the age of seventy-two years.

Dr. Veeder inherited a handsome estate from his father
which precluded the necessity of hard labor incidental to
professional life, but it did not prove an abiding fortune.
He was a man amiable in his disposition, warm in his
attachments, but lacked energy of character.

JONATHAN EIGHTS.

Jonathan Fights was the son of Abraham Eights, a
prominent citizen of Albany, usnally known as Father
Eights; a man of ardent piety, and atmng]j attached to the
Presbyterian church in which for many years he was an
active and leading member, and who died in 1820, at the
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Dr, Stearns pursued the ordinary duties of his profession
with success, and more than this, the energies of a vigorous
mind, and the sympathies of a generous heart were cordi-
ally enlisted to elevate the dignity, and extend the useful-
ness of his profession, to incite vigorous measures for a rad-
ical reform among its members, and to relieve it from the
odium of ignorance and empiricism. He believed, and
well, that as the public mind became enlightened, it would
abstain from the dangers of charlatanry. A series of news-
paper articles appeared in Saratoga, relative to the import-
ance of establishing Medical Societies, and a society was
instituted in the county of Saratoga, about the year 1800,
but it was composed of discordant materials for a scientific
body, and was ultimately dissolved.

In November, 1805, a meeting was held at Ballston in-
viting the codperation of the physicians of the adjoining
counties of Washington and Montgomery, and a printed
cirenlar was issued calling the attention of the profession
to the importance of legislation on the subjeet.. The lead-
ing spirit in this enterprise was John Stearns of Saratoga.
Associated with him were William Patrick and Grant
Powell. The meeting was adjourned to January 16th,
1806, when the friends of the measure met and memorial-
ized the legislature, for the establishment of a medical so-
ciety. The memorial did not at first contemplate that it
should embrace more than the three counties of Saratoga,
Montgomery, and Washington. Fortunately for the cause
of science, Dr. Alexander Sheldon of Montgomery was
elected speaker of the assembly in 1806. The memorial
was referred to a committee of the house, a majority of
which were medical men, who upon exﬂ.mlnmg the subject
became at once in favor of making a general law for the
whole state. A bill was matured and presented to the
house, and strange to record, it met with a powerful oppo-
gition, and feeble hopes were entertained of its success.
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Abram, no further notice of them seems proper here, but
a few words should be given to the remaining brothers of
this gifted family, who preceded Romeyn Beck to the
grave.

John B. Beck, the third brother, was a physician of much
eminence and a writer of ability, one of the prineipal chap-
ters in Beck's Medical Jurisprudence, that on infanticide, was
written by him ; and he also published several medical works
well known to, and still used by the profession. He gradu-
ated first in his elass in Columbia College, New York, and
his life was spent in that city, where he died in 1851; after a
long and painful illness, mainly induced by constant men-
tal and physical labor. He had for many years filled the
chair of Prof. of Materia Medica in the College of Phy-
gicians and Surgeons of New York.

Nicholas F., the fourth brother, a young lawyer of great
promise, died at the early age of thirty. At the period of
his death he held the office of Adjutant General of his
native state, an office conferred upon him by De Witt
Clinton. :

T. Romeyn Beck was placed in the grammar school at
Schenectady at a very early age, and entered Union College
in 1803, graduating when only sixteen. His mother, who
entertained a wholesome horror of losing time, placed
him immediately after his graduation in the office of Dr,
Low and MeClelland of Albany. The former was a man
of great and varied talent, a fine classical scholar, and a
lover of literature. With these gentlemen he remained
until the last year of his medical studies, when he entered
the office of Dr. David Hosack, who was at that period con-
gidered the first physician of the country. In 1811 he re-
ceived his degree of Doctor of Medicine, presenting an in-
augural thesis on insanity. This short treatise, written thus
early in life, exhibits a wonderful knowledge of the history
of insanity and its treatment. The deep interest he mani-
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failed ; his attachment to the profession he had chosen re-
mained unabated, and amid the constant labor which his
ne‘.v‘ﬂccupatinu gave him, he found leisure to accomplish
an amount of work thatseems almost ineredible. Asearly
as 1813, his letters addressed to his uncle, Dr. John B.
Romeyn, then in Europe, indicate the design which a few
years brought to a full accomplishment, a work on legal
medicine. In 1823, Dr. Beck published the volumes
that have made his name familiar to every member of the
legal and medical professions. In the words of an eminent
lawyer of thisstate,* Dr. Beck, “known over the civil-
ized world as the author and founder of medical juris-
prudence, a science which he substantially created, he
ranks, wherever law and justice are administered, with
Blackstone and Bacon, Grotins and D’ Agunessau.” These
volumes were réceived at home and abroad, with well
merited favor. DBesides the numgrous American editions
it has passed through one German and four London
editions. In a notice of the German translation, says a
bibliographer, “in his native language his work is as yet
without a parallel.” Since his death two editions have
been published. The writer well remembers as each proof
sheet arrived, the immediate preparation for a new edition
with copious and carefully prepared emendations. While
this great work progressed, its anthor was never unmind-
ful of the elaims of all elasses of unfortunates; every publie
charity demanded and received not merely his notice but
his ardent support. His carefully prepared statisties of
the deaf and dumb, called public attention to their needs.
True to his first interest in the insane, their treatment and
care occupied much of his attention.  Most wisely was he
chosen by the governor and senate, one of the managers
of the New York State Asylum, and he was reiippointed
at the expiration of each term of office until his death. In

* Alexander W. Bradford, LL. D., Commemoration Address of Albany
Academy, '
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following dedication of the 5th vol. of the survey by I'rof.
Emmom;, shows the light in which he was regarded by
the workers in that survey.

“To T. Roueyy Breex, M. D. LL. D.

« 8ir: There is more than one reason why the conclud-
ing divisions of the present work, undertaken to explore
and illustrate the Natural History of the State of New
York, and conducted under legislative patronage, should
be dedicated to you. ;

“ You were among the first to foster the enterprise, and
remained its consistent advocate in times when adverse
circumstances seemed to jeopardize its continuance ; much
more than this, your whole life has been assiduously en-
gaged in promoting the advance of seience and the spread
of popular education, and the published results of your
scientific and literary labors, may be referred to as reflect-
ing an honor upon your native state. Would that the
merits of the present volume were such as to render it
more worthy its dedication.”

Not only was he conversant with the scientific workings
of this great project, but he introduced a system of econo-
my and order, when appointed a Commissioner to decide
upon the various claims that grew out of the contracts,
that reduced its expense and facilitated its completion.

As early as 1813, he delivered the annual address before
The Society for the Promotion of Useful Arts. The ob-
ject he states in his preferring to ¢ exhibit at one view the
mineral riches of the United States, with their various ap-
plications to the arts, and to demonstrate the practicability
of the inerease of different manufactures, whose materials
are derived from this source.” Of this address, his col-
league and eulogist, Dr. Frank H. Hamilton, speaksin the
following terms:

“This was eminently the field for Dr. Beck’s peculiar
talent; it was new, and everything had to be learned from
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with his life. The eatalogue of books is complete; its col-
lections for years to come testify how thoroughly he com-
pleted his task.

To a stranger it will hardly seem possible for Dr. Beck
to have done his duty fully in his eapacity as instructor,
when it is remembered how manifold were his occupations
as Secretary of the regents alone, and yet he never neg-
lected the smallest detail of duty. Hear the testimony of
scholars who have distinguished themselves in the varied
walks of life.

# There was ever the most faithful and vigilant attention
to the daily work of the Academy, in all its departments.
His capacity for labor, and his systematic, untiring industry
have ravely, if ever, been surpassed. The written records
of the Academy, of the Institute, of the board of regents,
and of all the literary and scientific bodies with which he
was connected, bear witness to an amount of patient labor
which would seem beyond the power of any man to accom-
plish.” *

“The first of the belles lettres scholars in the state, he
gave his illustrious mind, that would have dignified the
proudest college in the land, to the Albany Academy, and
if ever man was honored by his scholars, it is the man
whose name is the central thought of the oration of this
day." T

“Theodric Romeyn Beck was a master workman in
his profession—in moulding the mind and character of the
young unequaled. Himself an untiring, indefatigable
student, versed alikein solid learning and elegant literature,
he inspired the pupil with similar tastes, lighted in his
bosom the spark of noble emulation, elevated his desires
and purified his ambition. In emotion, tender, delicate
and sensitive as a woman—in pefception of moral rectitude

#*Orlando Meads's Historieal Discourse.
tWm. H. Bogart.

34
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ed hour in the morning; he sat up nearly every day for a
short time, and often devoted a part of this to business;
his books and his papers were around him, and he still
devoted himself to them with untiring industry ; although
he was sick, he did not know how to be idle. I wvisited
him at all hours, and I always found him with a book in
his hand ; when he retired at night, it was with lights
arranged by his bedside that he might read until he fell
asleep.

With the first loss of sleep, (Nov. 11,) came total pros-
tration, he was unable longer to take nourishment, and
soon began what appeared to be the process of dying ; of
this he was fully aware, yet no murmer escaped his lips,
nor the wish that the termination might be averted. (Nov.
14.) His breathmg became gradually more difficult, and
his extremities cold ; he was exceedingly restless, but uni-
formly answered ‘ no” when asked if he was suffering.
Each hour appeared for two or three days to be his last,
but he rallied again however, and remarked of the won-
derful tenacity of his constitution, and expressed surprise
that he lived so long. ¢TIt is hard breaking the chain,”
and then he asked, “Is not this along struggle " “How
long have I beeninit?’ To myreply ¢ more than twenty-
four hours,” he asked, “‘do you think it will last much
longer ¥ Addressing his daughters, who were by his
bedside, he said ‘I had a coldness, a sort of spasm in my
side last night, that was near my idea of the coming on
of death; I have thought my case over, it is a remarkable
complaint, don’t you all think so?” And at the same
time he expressed his conviction that he must have organic
disease. : :

At another time, when he thought his daughters greatly
fatigued by prolonged attention to him, gazing upon them
with paternal tenderness, he said, “ I am sorry to tfire you
80; I wish it was over.” Thus, in his last hours, he did
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rication were his abhorrence ; shams of all sorts, whether
found in high or low statious, excited his wrath to its ut-
most pitch. Ttmay safely be asserted that the few enemies
he made during his useful life, some were made so by his
manly out spoken defiance of «whosoever maketh a lie.”
His own standard was high, and he longed to bring all men
up toit. It was only those who =aw his daily life that knew
how much self denial he practiced, nor did they know it
to its fullest extent until his death, when his correspondence
revealed how incessant had been his benevolence. e had
not given largely to great objects, but constantly and noise-
lessly dispensed the daily charities where the right hand
knew not the benefactions of the left. Of his wonderful
industry sufficient has been said. _An early riser, the first
hours of the day were given to study. Each hour had its ap-
pointed task. Noduty was ever neglected. His greatest re-
laxation was the pernsal of light literature, and he was
thoroughly conversant with the poets and authors of his
day. Seldom was he found at fault with any quotation.
With all this learning and varied information he was mod-
est and unaaaurhing, ever readyand eager to acquire infor-
mation, nor would any one dream when he mingled n
general society that mentally he towered a head and shoul-
ders above the generality of men, Dr. Beck loved his coun-
try with the intense love of such a nature, and among his
manuseripts are many addresses written for various ocea-
gions breathing a spirit of the purest patriotism. Happy
for him that he lived not to see calamities brought upon
that beloved country by the insane ambition of misguided
southern demagogues. In the words he wrote for the
monumental stone of one of the revolutionary fathers, he
was *“ blest in closing his eyes upon a country prosperous,
united and happy.”

Dr. Beck wrote a short sketch of the life of Clinton pre-
paratory to an extended memoir undertaken at the request
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in the Presbyterian church, and on three different occa-
gions was commissioned to represent the presbytery of Al-
bany in the general assembly. The last time he was a
member of that body was just previous to its division in
1838.

Dr. Williams was elected from his assembly district, and
served as a representative in the legislature of 1831, Ie
was also greatly interested in military aftairs, and ranking
as major he served as brigade inspector for several years.
His habits were industrious and active. After retiring
from the practice of his profession he was always employed,
serving as counselor to his friends, and as an executor of
estates. Ie suftered from apoplexy, and having lain in an
uneonscious state for five days, he died on the 2d of June
1842, at the age of sixty-nine years. Dr. Williams had no
sons, and but one daughter, now the wife of the Rev. Da-
vid Lyon of Mariaville, Scoharie county.

JONATHAN JOHNSON.

~ Jonathan Johnson was born in Harwick, Worcester
county, Massachusetts, on the 14th day of August, 1788,
He was of English descent, and his father had been a sol-
dier in the revolutionary war .Jonathan studied medicine
and attended medical lectures and hospital instruction in
New York. He then returned to his native town where
he spent a short time, and then made his way on horse-
back in 1808, across the state into Albany county, and set-
tled in Guilderland. He received license from the Society,
and became a member of it in 1812, while it was yet in
its infancy, and for several years was usually present at its
meetings, a cireumstance that indicates the importance he
attached to medical associations. He subsequentlyattended
leetures in New York, and received the degree of Doctor
of Medicine from Rutgers College. Fora period of nearly
half a century he was regularly and perseveringly engaged
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removed to New Scotland in 1811, And after seven vears
returned again to the former town in 1818. Here he re-
gided until 1834, when he removed to the town of Knox
adjoining, and was engaged in active ‘duties until 1845.
He then retired from business on account of the infirmi-
ties of increasing years. He died at the residence of his
gon, Dr. Stephen G. De La Mater, in Duanesburg, on the
14th of September, 1849, in the seventy seventh year of
his age, having been for more than a half a century in the
profession. During that period he rendered a large amount
of most laborious service. His strength of constitution
and iron endurance seemed to be commensurate with the
toil that his position, and the nature of the country in
which he settled, imposed upon him. Tt is due to the early
practitioners of our professiofi that praise be spoken of
them for their willingness and the alaerity with which they
obeved every summons to the sick, irrespective of time,
season, or weather, for the faithful attendance they ren-
dered, and for the moderate compensation they required,
and the indulgence they granted in its bestowal; emphatic-
ally they were men who were conscientious in the dis-
charge of professional obligations. To the subject of this
sketch this meed of praise may be justly accorded.

Of five sons three survive, two of whom are physicians,
Dr. Stephen De La Mater, occupying the field of his father,
and Dr. Ira M, De La Mater of the city of Albany.,

Prof. John De La Mater of Ohio is a nephew of the sub-
ject of this notice.

The family were of Huguenot extraction, having fled
from France into Holland.

OLIVER LATHROP.

It is difficult to fix the birth place of Oliver Lathrop, or
the exact period of his birth. It was however probably
36
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He became a licentiate of the Medical Society of Mont-
gomery county, in 1811, and the ensuing winter attended
the medical lectures at the College of Physicians and Sur-
geors in New York.

He returned to Columbia county in this state, and com-
menced practice. A few months after, on the recommend-
ation of Prof. John Watts, he was appointed surgeon in
the army, an appointment he knew nnthmg of until he
received his commission,

He held the appointment under earnest and doubtful
consideration for two days, anxiously debating whether he
should enter the military service. But he decided in the
negative and returned his commission, accompanied by a
resignation, to the department at Washington.

He was shortly after, in 1814, appointed post surgeon to
a garrison of the army statiohed near Albany, and re-
moved to this eity and assumed the duties of the position.

In 1816 he united with this SBociety ‘and ever continued
one of its warmest and most reliable friends, filling some
one of its various offices for many years. He was elected
ita President in 1826 and 1827,

In 1832 he became a member of the State Medical Soci-
ety, and was elected President of that body in 1843,
while absent from the country.

In 1825 Williams College conferred upon him the hon-
orary degree of Doctor of Medicine. He was for several
years, until the period of his illness, one of the managers
of the New York State Lunatic Asylum, and was active
insecuring fo it the servicesof its late distinguished super-
intendent, Dr. Brigham.

Dr. Wing spent thirty-eight of the forty-one years of
his professional life in Albany, and in private practice few
physicians became more extensively engaged. So exact
was his system, that at the close of his practice he could
refer to any preseription of importance that he had m-u]c
within twenty-five years.
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a multitude of friends. For political distinetion, he had
no possible desire, and was, in his disposition, averse to
the turmoils of such a life. Yet for many years he was
intimate with the leading politicians of the state, and pos-
sessed a strong social influence with them.

Dr. Wing had some constitutional peculiarities, but none
more annoying to his professional brethren than his habit
of delaying his visits, and appointments for counsel,
beyond the time specified.  Indeed so proverbial was this,
that years before he died he was known as ‘“the late Dr,
Wing,” a title he enjoyed, whenever.he heard it applied.

His counsels were frequently sought, and in critical
cases almost uniformly adopted. The most desperate
erses he was unwilling to abandon as hopeless. To the
junior members of the profession he was uniformly courte-
ous, and exercised towards them a kindness of manner,
that has not always characterised seniors in the medical
profession.

To the desponding he had always a word of encourage-
ment, and not unfrequently wholesome advice for the pre-
suming and impertinent. With a favorite volume, he

~ took no note of time and was as regardless of the hours of
sleep as of business. At length, with such a habit, sleep
came unwillingly and with broken slumbers, until disease
erew upon him, and he lost the power of yielding to its
Budth’mg and balmy influence. To the poor he was kind
and liberal, bestowing upon them his best services with-
out expectation or hope of reward.

Dr. Wing was in every respect a self made man ; to so-
ciety, and to the profession to which his whole life was
enthusiasteally devoted he was a great loss. Few men
have been more popular with the leading men of the pmh
fession throughout the state than was he.

Dr. Wing married the danghter of Matthew Gregory of
Albany, in 1818 ; she died in 1837. Ie left two sons and
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One of this firm was Charles R. Webster, and his third
son, the subject of this notice was Ashbel Webster. Ashbel
was born in the city of Albany in the year 1796. He went
to Union College, where he maintained a respectable stand-
ing, and graduated in 1815, a classmate of Dr. Thos. W.
Blatchford of Troy. Soon afterwards he turned his attention
to the study of medicine and became a pupil of Dr. James
Low, and subsequently attended lectures at the College of
Physicians and Surgeons in the city of New York, where
he took his degree in medicine in 1818. IHe joined the
Medical Society in 1819, and took an office on Pearl
street, where he continued for several years. He resided
for a short time at Jamaica Plains, Long Island. His prac-
tice was never general, and he had withdrawn entirely
from professional life for a considerable period before his
death, which took place in Albany on the 24th March, 1840,
at the age of forty-four years.

Dr. Webster had two brothers, Henry and Richard ; the
former was a lawyer, and the latter a clergyman of the Pres-
byterian church in Maneh Chunk, Penn., who died June
19, 1856. A posthumous volume entitled a * History of
the Presbyterian Church in America,” by Rev. Richard
Webster, which was nearly ready for press, was completed,
and published by the Rev. Dr. Van Rensselaer, of New
Jersey.

WILLIAM HUMPHREY.

William Humphrey was the son of John Humphrey,
and was born in Albany, on the 2d day of February, 1796,
His parents were both natives of New Hampshire, but at
an early period came to this eity. His father died of chol-
era at an advanced age in 1832, His mother died several
years later full of years. Both parents survived to see all
their children die of pulmonary disease, though neither
of them were predisposed to it.
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of the day; his style iz said to have been chaste, simple,
and forcible. It is impossible now to refer to any of the
few articles from hispen. He died on the 12th of March,
1829, in the thirty-first year of his age.

He was elected Secretary of this Society in 1822, and
continued to hold the office until the period of his death.

Dr. Humphrey was a sincere Christian, and met death
in the ealm triumph of Christian faith.

JOHN AND DANTEL JAMES.

John James was the tenth child, and seventh son of Dea-
con Daniel James, and was born in Weybridge, Vermont,
on the 18th day of May, 1783, Dr. Daniel James was an
elder brother. The father was a plain, earnest, practical
man, and did all that he could to advance the eduecational
interests of his many sons. Middlebury College was only
two miles and a half from his house, and its easy access
gave John the opportunity of spending two winters, under
its instruction, returning each spring to the various duties
of his father’s farm. DBut he was a slender, delicate boy,
retiring in his disposition, and did not take kindly to the
rough hard work of a New England farm ; he determined
not to follow it as the pursuit of his life, and therefore left
home at an early age, and went to Pittsfield, Massachu-
sefts, where his brother Daniel had a drug store, and be-
came his clerk, and sludeﬂt,’ and in due time became a prac-
titioner of medicine. He had at some time previously
been a student with Dr. Jones of Stockbridge, Mass., for
whom he always afterward, entertained a high regard
and great affection. While at Pittsfield, an opportunity,
offered for him to go to Europe, as medical advisor to Mr,
Appleton of Boston, and he sailed from that eity in No-
vember, 1816, e made a hurried tour through Sicily,

o6
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whatever was taking place around him, whether in the
immediate province of his labors, or in the more extended
field of nature beyond it.

‘With his ardent thirst for knowledge, the cireumstances
in which young James was placed would in most cases
have produced a morbid condition of mind or at least a
chronie distaste for rural pursuits, but on him the effect
was far different. He acquired a love for agriculture and
gardening which amounted almost to a passion and which
he retained undiminished to the end of his life. He be-

“eame a worshipper of nature in all her aspects and produe-
tions. A noble tree was for him an object of reverence.

Thus in spite of the depressing conditions of his life,
the period of his nonage was healthful and happy he grew
up a strong, energetic, self-reliant man. :

Very early he had formed the resolution, that sooner or
later he would be a physician, and when at the age of
twenty-one came the period of his release from the labors
of the farm, he returned to the beautiful village of his birth
to carry out his long cherished design.

In Stockbridge, that beaun-ideal of a little community
known as a New England village, which unhappily is no
longer to be found even in New England, was at this time,
probably as completely verified as it has ever heen. Emi-
gration had not destroyed the homogeneity of its popula-
tion, nor had universal sufferage subverted the equilibrium
of its politics. The claims to respect of the higher class
was founded on something better than its wealth, and
most of the old deference paid to birth and position was
still freely conceded as a right.

Judge Sedgewick was the leading man of Stockbridge,
and the numerous members of his family, afterwards so
distinguished by their virtues and talents, were then grow-
ing up. In such society and under such influences young
James pursued his studies. The contrast between life in
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ROGER VIETS.

Roger Viets while a citizen of Albany, lived in social
seclusion, and aloof from the Society of his professional
brethren, His nearest neighbors knew nothing of his his-
tory, and he admitted none anto intimate relation. No
_efforts have been spared to gain some definite knowledge
of this man’s birth place, and while before the mind of the
writer, the form and appearance of Roger Viets is as clear
as that of Dominie Sampson, to the readers of Guy Manner-
ing, the dates are wanting to define his entrance into and
exit from the world. Tle became a member of the Medical
Society in 1820, and used frequently to visit the library for
books and publications, He was a tall man, of spare habit,
and as uniform in his dress of cinnamon colored cloth, as
a quaker in his brown. They were always the same un-
varying garments, and seldom renewed, and never changed
in style or color. He is said to have'worn the same hat
during the whole fifteen years that he lived in Albany.
His manners were eccentric, retired, unsocial, everything
that pertained to him was unlike the rest of mankind.
Every person’s recollection of him is that he was a “very
odd man ;" the expression is unanimous, so that upon in- .
quiring relative to his birth, it was doubted if he was born
as other men are. In the published report of the city's
proceedings relative to cholera in 1832, there is an item
mentioned “To Dr. Viets for attending woman in con-
finement, §3.00.” certainly not an exorbitant charge, if it
was paid in full. He was active during the cholera ex-
citement of 1832, Dr. Viets's office was on Washington
Avenue. Ile was a man of intelligence, who however,
neverallowed any person to form an estimate of his knowl-
edge by anything that he said. Dr. Viets purchased ecer-
tain military land traets in lllinois, which became valuable,
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by whom he had one son, and three danghters. He died
of Pneumonia, on the 3d day of December, 1831, at the
age of fifty-one years, having been in practice twenty-five
years.

CHRISTOPHER C. YATES.

Christopher C. Yates was boru in Rensselaer county,
about the year 1778. He studied medicine with Dr. Bam-
uel Stringer, a veteran in the profession, and was proba-
bly licensed by the Supreme court of the state, in the
year 1802, or 1803. For many years Dr. Yates resided in
Albany ; and at one time created a great excitement in the
community by exhuming a half breed Indian, who had
died here, for purposes of dissection. The public were
incensed by such sacrilege! Dr. Yates braved the storm
almost at the risk of his life. But publie opinion softens
and changes; and now such occurrences are not only ex-
pected as a matter of course, but are deemed of too little
importance to excite even a comment.

In 1812, a billious epidemic fever appeared in Albany,
upon which Dr. Yates wrote an article, which was pub-
lished in the American and Philosophical Register in 1813.
He attributed the prominent characteristics of the disease
to derangement of the functions of the liver, and regarded
the malady as purely inflammatory in .its nature, and the
treatment adopted was of the old heroic practice. The
article was reviewed by Drs. Hosack and Francis. In
1820, he took an active and decided part in the contro-
versy on yellow fever.

In 1832 he published an article on epxdemlc, Asiatic or
spasmodie cholera, as it prevailed in the city of New York,
with advice to planters in the south, on the medical treat-
ment of their slaves. This was issued from New York,

where he at that time and for several years afterwards re-
a7
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distinetion in the American army, was born in Albany in
1799. He enjoyed the best advantages the eity afforded
for laying the foundation of his education, and he com.
meneced the study of his profession in the office of his grand-
father. He afterwards attended medical instruction at the
College of Physicians and Surgeons, and graduated in 1822,
and the same year united with this Society. ;
Dr. Treat was a man of more than ordinary intellect, of
a quiet, retiring disposition, and with only a moderate
love for the perplexities of the profession he had chosen.
Inheriting the ample estate of his grandfather he felt none .
of that necessity that stimulates and presses young men
into the arena of professional life. He was for a short
time the partner of Dr. Hights, and gained the esteem
and confidence of his patrons ; this was perhaps less on
account of his attainments and skill as a physician, than
the natural result of intelligence combined with amiability,
gentle and winning manners. He was companionable,
generous and warm hearted ; his conversation was spiced
with wit and humor. He was tall and slender in person,
and his dress exhibited extreme neatness; indeed there
was something in his appearance, meet him when and
where you might, that would have impressed even a stran-
ger with the conviction that he was a gentleman. His
social excellencies endeared him to a large circle of friends.

Abercrombie, and was present when Lord Howe fell in advancing to the
giege of Ticonderoga. At the conclusion of the French war he settled in
Albany, in the practice of his profession, in which he continued until the
commencement of the revolution, when he was appointed by congress di-
rector general of the hospitals in the northern department, and accompanied
the troopsinthe invasion of the British dominionsin Canada. He closed a
long course of successful practice as an eminent physician and surgeon,
in the discharge of every Christian duty as an humble servant and follower
of the Measiah. Munsell’s Annals of Albany.

Dr, Stringer always adhered to the style of dress incident to the old

gchool gentleman. He wors the cocked hat, the tight breeches, the shoes
with large buckles.
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fered for his capture. Ie was pastor of the church in
Hackensack when that village was burned by the Hes-
gians, and of FEsopus when it shared a similar fate at the
hands of the British; his daughter was the companion of
his flight from the latter place, and was the inmate of the
parsonage at Hackensack where her father and the brave
Col. Richard Varick were secreted during the attack, In
this school of trial and endurance Mrs. Beck early learned
lessons of fortitude and energy. In 1784 Dr. Romeyn
was called to the church in Schenectady, and here Mrs.
Beck married and here all her sons were born. Left a
widow at the early age of twenty-nine, she determined
that no exertion should be spared on her part to give her
five sons a liberal eduecation, her ardent desire being that
each of them should embrace a profession, a desire encour-
aged by her father and in furtherance of which she had
his advice and assistance while he lived. To attain this
objeet however, demanded much self-denial and active ex-
ertion. BStudying with them most of their lessons and
diligently caring for every household duty, the home of
their childhood presents a beautiful picture. Her good
sense, industry and tenderness overcame all obstacles; she
lived to see her sons useful in their generation, and hon-
ored by all who knew her worth; she entered into her
rest at the age of eighty-five, “a shock of corn fully
ripe.”

Lewis C. Beck was born several months after the death
of his father, and was an object of peculiar tenderness to
his mother. IHis early education was received at the gram-
mar school of his native city. During his childhood and
youth he displayed evidences of that love of nature that
characterized his riper years, and was remarkable even
then, for the exquisite neatness and careful manipulation
that marked every childish experiment and handiworl,
He entered Union College at an early age, and graduated
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horseback: a mode of traveling allowing a most careful
and extended observation of the country. He reached
Washington in season to hear the discussions on the fa-
mous Missouri question, prior to the passage of the Mis-
gouri compromise, witnessing also the inauguration of
President Monroe. The succeeding year Dr. Beck resided
with his brother, Dr. T. Romeyn Beck, at Albany, busily
engaged upon the Gazetteer.

The death of Abram Beck obliged him once more to
visit 8t. Louis, but he had finally at the solicitation of his
mother given np “the prospect of suceessful adventure in
a part of the country which seemed to promise a great re-
ward to industry and enterprise, the rich harvest to which
its natural history presented, and which I had as it were
just begun to gather, made me regret the necessity which
seemed laid upon me to retugn.” The manuscript narra-
tive from which these slight notices of Dr. Beck's western
tours are drawn, impresses the reader, most forcibly with
the sagacity and forethought of its author. The verysites
named by him as suitable localities for cities and towns,
in the then almost uninhabited region, have since been
chosen by the pioneer builders of the great west, and he
lived to see his anticipation fully realized. On his return
to Albany he commenced anew the practice of medicine.
He had, however, the same dislike to the practice that in-
duced his brother to resign it, although like him, pursuing
its study with ardent zeal, Two papers written at this time
for the Medical and Physical Jowrnal, of which his brother,
Dr. John B. Beck, was one of the editors, show his attach-
ment to his profession. They are entitled “Facts relative
to a disease generally known by the name of sick stomach,
or milk sickness;” and ** An account of the small pox, modi-
fied emall pox and chicken pox, which prevailed in the
eity of Albany during the months of February, Mareh, and
April, 1824, with remarks on the identity of these dis-
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professor of botany, mineralogy, and zoblogy in the Rens-
selaer school ; a sehool planned by Prof. Amos Easton and
supported for many years by the liberality of the patroon.
Dr. Beck remained in his school until 1829, his professor-
ship being cha.nged the JoREprenous, to that of chEmlstrj'
and natural history.

In 1825 he married Hannah Maria, the daughter of
Major Israel Smith of Albany. This most estimable wo-
man still survives him. During the summer of the sue-
ceeding year he was appointed prﬂfesae?-- of botany and
chemistry in the Vermont Academy of Medicine located at
Castleton, and in 1826 he delivered a course of lectures on
chemistry at Middlebury College, Vt.; and alsoa shortcourse
on botany at the Western College of Phymmans and Sur-
geons, Fairfield; N. ¥,

‘During all this period Dr. Bmks pen was mnot idle.
Many interesting and useful articles were from time to time
published in Silliman’s Jowrnal, in the New York Medical
and Physical Journal and the Transactions of the Albany In-
stitute. " Among the most important of these are the “ac-
count of the salt springs at Salina, and a chemieal examin-
ation of the water,” and an article on “the nature of the
compound known as chlorides of soda, lime, &e., and their
uses as disinfecting agents.” About this time the Hon.
Joseph Henry, the distinguished secretary of the Smith-
sonian Institution, with Dr. Beck, published a scale of chem-
ical equivalents, an improvement upon the original instru-
ment constructed nnder the direction of the celebrated Dr.
‘Wollaston ; Prof. Henry arranging the divisions and furn-
ishing the account of the mathematical construction, Dr.,
Beck arranging the substances according to their atomle
weight, and preparing the copy for the engraver, a labor
needing all his accuracy and exceeding neatness. During
the intervals of his lectures while residing in Albany, he
devoted much time to the study of the ferns and mosses of

38
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to Albany he presented a full and valuable report on the
nature of the disease, its geographical march, its causes,
its treatment and the sanitary regulations needed to arrest
its progress. The report was published in the transactions
of the New York State Medical Society, and republished
in the Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal. During
the same year, Dr. Beck wrote a most valuable paper on
the commercial potash of New York., He had been chosen
by the legislature to examine into the process adopted for
the manufacture of potash, and to analyze samples with a
view to protect as much as possible the consumer against
negligence and fraud on the part of the manufacturer.
This paper appeared in Silliman’s Jowrnal. In 1833 Dr.
Beck resigned his professorship in the Vermont Academy
of Medicine, and during the same year published a volume
on the botany of the northern and middle states;
dedicating it to his friend, De Schweinitz.

The following year he received an appointment as pro-
fessor of chemistry in the University of New York,
which position he held until 1838, when all the professors,
with a single exception, were removed by most arbitrary
action on the part of the counecil and chancellor.

The Hon. John A. Dix, then secretary of state, present*
ed in 1836, a report to the legislature, setting forth the
importance of a geologieal survey of this state, and a 1ib-
eral grant of more than one hundred thousand dollars was
appropriated for this object. Dr. T. Romeyn Beck was
one of the originators of this plan, and ardently supported
it. William L. Marey, the governor, aman of large views
and comprehensive mind, forwarded this grand work.
Lewis C. Beck received from him the appointment of
mineralogist to the survey, including in its duties, a sei-
entific deseription, and chemical analwsis of all soils and
minerals. To this work, so congenial to his tastes, he gave
seven years of arduous toil. In his own words: “I com-

-
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and for the furtherance of the object that they all had so
much at heart. Not for position or for fame they labored,
but for the good of mankind; content to wear out, but not
to rust out.. Bach died at his post, believing that their
work was a life work; not to be laid down until the Mas-
ter saw fit to call them.

It was fitting that the last literary labor of Lewis Beck
ghould be in aid of a needy church. e was to deliver a
lecture in a neighboring city, the subject, Sir Humphrey
Davy, and his times; but a storm prevented its delivery.
Feeble as he was, the preparation was too much for him,
and no doubt, hastened his degth.

The winter of 1852-53 found him as usual at Albany,
faithfully lecturing to his class; but his health gradually
declined until April, when he suddenly grew worse, and
after a few days suffering he died on the 20th of the
month, in the 55th year of his age. His sun went down at -
noon, but he had accomplished more than many a man
who lives out his threescore years and ten! Who can esti-
mate the value of such a life? The many young men
who have from time to time been privileged to listen to
his teachings, can attest how reverently he taught them
to see the Creator’s hand in his works, and can bear wit-
ness that in those teachings, science was never made irre-
concilable with religion, but rather her handmaid. A
Christian man, he taught as such a man should teach.
The secret of the thorough respect those pupils felt for
their teacher, was the knowledge on their part, boys as
some of them were, of his honesty of purpose, and his re-
spect for them. Does this expression seem misplaced?
Respect for boys? It is an eminently proper expression.
If more teachers felt this, boys would not be the troub-
lesome fellows they are usually deemed, and not unjustly.
In the langnage of an old pupil, “Dr. Beck made you
feel that it was his desire, that you should learn what he
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MICHAEL FRELIGH.

In order to encourage the population of Her Majesty’s
provinces in America, Queen Anne, who was on the throne
in 1700, held out certain inducements which enticed large
numbers, and among them many from Holland, to emi-
grate to this country, in order to avail themselves of the
promised rewards, and thereby to improve their domestic
comfort and prosperity. The encouragement offered by
the English government was understood to have consisted
in lands and implements of husbandry of every deserip-
tion necessary for new beginners, in a new and unsettled
country. The journey was long and perilous; crossing
the ocean, tedious and uncertain. Many of the emigrants
arrived with exhausted means and in destitute condition,
and only to suffer overwhelming disappointment in their
application to the almoner of the crown. The promised
inducements were not only denied to them, but an ex-
travagant price demanded for every article that could be
purchased.

With stoic firmness of purpose,these Dutch adventurers
“girdled the trees, and with an uncouth hoe dug up the
mucky soil, and committed to the virgin earth the first
seeds whose produce was to afford them hopes of escape
from threatened starvation.”

Among the number who settled in Ulster county was
a family of Frelighs. They brought with them strong at-
tachments to, and professions of the protestant faith, and
they held sacred the principles and practices of their fore-
fathers.

Peter Frelighwas one of these Dutch adventurers. Two"
of his sons, Solomon and Moses, became pious ministers
in the Reformed Dutch church of the United States. A
third son was Hendrick, whose eldest son George was the
father of Michael Freligh, the subject of this notice.
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authority that entitled him to the dignity of doctor. It
was an-early period in life to assume the respousibility
that pertains to the duty of the position. Dr. Freligh
went to Scheneetady and began the praetice of his pro-
fession, and, so far as is known, with successful results.
His natural abilities were far more than ordinary, and he
seems to have possessed a practical good judgment. He
continued not only to read, but to think for himself.

After five years he removed to the town of Watervliet
where he became extensively engaged in practice, and
largely won the public confidence; and his reputation ex-
tended into the adjonining towns on every side. Dr. Fre-
ligh was remarkably dilige# in his attention to his patients,
and generous, and faithful to the sick poor. Notwithstand-
ing broken rest, he often rose at four in the morning in
the summer, and worked in his garden. He possessed a
good library and spent much time in reading. His man-
ners were gentle, his habits genial and social, and towards
young people always attractive and agreeable.

Dr. Freligh was elected a member of the legislature in
1816 ; another distriet from Albany eounty being filled that
year by Dr. Jesse Smith. In his polities he was an earn-
est whig. He was a public spirited, enterprising man ;
greatly interested in all the prominent movements of his
day. Ile wasa firm advoeate of the cause of temperance,
and not only wrote, but lectured for its advancement.
One of his lectures was published in 1832. Tt is written
in a clear, vigorous style, and aimed at the consciences as
well as the intellect of his hearers. No inconsiderable
part of his writings in later years were in letters to his
children, in which he reasoned upon various subjects, and
always saw sermons in brooks, and rocks, and hills, and
God in everything. A single extract may suffice for illus-
tration. It was written at the age of eighty years in a
clear, beautiful hand, on a stormy day in January, when
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The evening of his life was passed in his own pleasant
" home, surrounded by his family and friends. He survived
in remarkable, intellectual and physical vigor until the
26th day of June, 1853, when he died at the age of 83
years.

Some of his lines, written only a few years before his
death, are worthy of insertion in this place ; but the first
and last verses of a single selection must suffice. They
were written for an album,.and are:

Ah, what ghall I, whose hairs are gray,
Whose skin is shriveled, pale with age,
And eyes bedimmed : what can I say
To grace thine album’s guilded page.

#* * * * * #* ®

Thus would I pray my God to give, ;
Our gouls a rest from =in and strife,
That in his presence we may live,
When death is swallowed up in life.

Dr. Freligh was ardently attached to the faith and
church of his fathers, in which he for many years was
an elder; and the most prominent and remarkable fea-
ture of his charaeter, was his ardent piety. He seemed to
dwell in constant contemplation of the goodness, the great-
ness, and the majesty of God. It was his ruling passion,
and every emotion of his heart, was gratitude and love to
God; and his emotions kindle into awe at so august a
theme! In a letter, dated November, 1849, he exclaims
with Job. *“Behold I am vile”; T have no confidence in
the flesh; The eross of Christ is my crown; His merey
seat is my hiding place; His sufferings are the ground of
my hopeand rejoicing; His death the price of my life;
Iis wounds and bruises my refuge, when the storm of
Grod’s wrath sweeps away the wicked; His love my wonder
and astonishment; His. intercession my strong advocacy
with the Father ; His righteousness my justification; His
mediatorial work, my all in all for life eternal.
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my in 1818, and began the study of medicine several years
later in the office of Dr. Peter Wendell, and continued it
under the direction of Dr. Peter Van OLinda. Having
attended a course of medical lectures in Boston, he receiv-
ed a license from the Albany County Medical Society, in
October, 1825, and at the same time united with the Society
and served for several years as its Treasurer. He at once
began business in his native city where he continued to
reside during the whole of his life. The records of the
Society bear witness to his regular attendance at its meet-
ings for many years. Dr. Hinkley received the honorary
degree of doctor of medicine from the regents of the uni-
versity of the state of New York, in 1854. He quietly
and unostentatiously pursued the practice of his profession
for a period of thirty-six years, enjoying the respect and
esteem of his professional brethren, while he neither court-
ed their friendship or their confidence. He was diligent
in his business, and faithful to those who intrusted them-
selves to his care.

Dr. Hinkley died of hydrothorax, on the 26th day of March,
1861, at the age of fifty-seven, receiving during his illness
the attendance of his life-long sincere friend and preceptor,
Dr. Van OLinda. At the period of hisillness Dr! Hinkley
was contemplating joining his family, who at the time of
his death were in Europe, whither they had gone for the
completion of the musical eduecation of a favorite daugh-
ter, who possessed a talent for music with a voice of rare
sweetness and power. Mademoiselle Hinkley made her
first appearance as a cantatrice onthe continent, and after
her return to this country was received with great favor.
She became Madam Susini, and was winning reputation
as a prima donna when she died suddenly in the city of
New York, in 1862, at the early age of twenty-two years.
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form the habit to which he uniformly adhered, and in
which he took great pleasure, of tracing the technicalities
of the profession, to their strictest derivations from those
languages. He made good improvement in the collateral
branches of the profession, and during one course of lect-
ures was the assistant of that learned and distinguishied
teacher, Dr. T. Romeyn Beck, in his chemical lectures.
He was licensed to practice by the Medical Society of the
county of Montgomery, in 1826, and shortly after entered
into business with his brother. Albany was the field of
his labor.

Dr. Van OLinda was ardent and earnest in whatever he
undertook. He had not the advantages of most of the stu-
dents at the present day, but the deficiencies from the want
of such he labored diligently to overcome. He was inde-
fatigable in his attention to #is patients, and counted no
sacrifice on his part too great for them while under his
care. From such faithful attendance a strong friendship
often grew between him and his patients. :

After ten years of severe labor, a scrofulous disease be-
gan to develop, and it continued through his life. His
health at length failed, and in the winter of 1835 he sought
relief by a short sojourn in Savannah, and the ensuing
winter he spent in St Augustine, Florida, with a few of
his patients and friends. The relief to his malady thus
obtained was only temporary and palliative. He made a
voyage to Europe in the autumn of 1843, visiting Liver-
pool, Birmingham, London, and Manchester, but returning
without going to the continent, his main object having
been for a sea voyage ; but his constitution was so much
impaired that he derived but little benefit from it. He
returned, and after a painful illness, died on the 30th of
September, 1846, in the forty-first year of his age.

Dr. Van OLinda was a man of agreeable manners, social
_habits, and prepossessing in his personal appearace. He
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celebrated Dr. Nathan Smith. He attended medical lect-
ures in New Haven, and received his medical degree from
Yale College in 1828, Between Nathan Smith and young
Winne there arose a strong and mutual friendship, so that
the latter remained with Dr. Smith for more than one year
after he had graduated, devoting himself more particularly
to surgery. He continued a correspondence, and enjoyed
the confidence of DrSmith, until the death, of that venera-
ble surgeon. Dr. Winne returned to Albany in 1829, where
he resided for four or five years, occupying a part of the
time the position of ward physician. He was by Gov.
Throop appointed surgeon on the staff of Gen. Stephen
Van Rensselaer in 1821, and served until 1831, when at
his own request he was honorably discharged. About 1833
he removed to the town of New Scotland, where he con-
tinued to practice for eight years, residing upon a farm
which he cultivated until 1857, when he again removed to
Albany. Dr. Winne died, aftera few days illness of
disease of the lungs, on the 6th day of June, 1858, at the
age of fifty-one years. His wife was a daughter of Alder-
man G. V. 8. Bleeker, who survives him, with five sons and
six daughters. i

At the age of twenty-one Dr. Winne came in possession
of a liberal patrimony, but unsuspecting, open hearted and
liberal, its care occasioned him perplexity, and ultimately
financial embarrassments and discouragement. Dr. Winne
was a man of more than ordinary talents, and of respect-
able acquirments. He was familiar with the classics, spoke
French fluently, and German passing well. He had se-
lected a good library, which however was accidently de-
stroyed by fire, after his death in 1861. Dr. Winne kept
up his medical reading, but never devoted himself with en-
ergy to the practice of his profession. The necessity was
not upon him in early life, and without that stimulus, which
is a blessing in disguise, he found it in later years difficult
to put forth vigorous professional effort.

41
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to Albany in 1828. Upon the organization of the Albany
Medical College, in 1839, Dr. Gireene was appointed to the
chair of obstetrics, but lectured only for a single term.
He continued in the practice of his profession until his
health failed; he beecame subject to melancholy, and died
on the 12th of May, 1844, of paralysis, at the age of 54
years. Dr. Greene married Miss. Julialsham of HEsperance.
by whom he had two sons. The eldest studied medicine
and became a druggist, but is now deceased. The younger
son studied law, and subsequently divinity. He became a
clergyman of the Episcopal church and was settled in Ra-
leigh, North Carolina, where he diedin 1858. Mrs. Greene,
died at Pittsborough, in January, 1864,

Dr. Greene was a man of great purity of character, and
enjoyed a large practice.

EDWARD AUGUSTUS LEONARD.

Edward Augustus Leonard was a son of Timothy Leon-
ard, of West Springfield, Massachusetts, and Mary Bald-
win, of Litchfield, Ct., and was bornat Poughkeepsie, N. Y.,
on the 9th day of May, 1806. He received his academical
eduncation under the direction of the Rev. Timothy Cooley,
D. D. of Granville, Mass., and his medical diploma from
the Medical Institution of Yale College in 1827. He prac-
ticed first in Albany, subsequently in Rockville, Indiana,
and afterwards in Alexandria Parish Rapids, Louisiana.
He was devoted to his profession and resolute in the dis-
charge of its duties. On a visit to the north in 1832, he
assidiously visited the cholera hospitals in Albany, to fa-
miliarize himself with the disease, and its treatment, and
thus to qualify himself to meet it on his return. But the
disease made its appearance on the Ohio river boats, and
accompanied him on his homeward journey, where hisself-
possession, calmness and skill, very much contributed to
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Having friends in Texas, he was induced.to seek his
fortune in that remote portion of the country. e accord-
ingly sailed with his wife in the Walter Scott, in the
autumn of 1838, for some port in Texas, but the vessel was
wrecked off of one of the Bahama islands. They were
fortunately taken from the wreek by another vessel a few
minutes before it went beneath the waves, to be lost in
the ocean. Everything was lost in the wreck. The wves-
sel was bound for New Orleans, where Dr. Selkirk arrived
without means to continue his journey. He abandoned
his enterprise and returned to New York. IHe was never
successfully established in his profession, and for a time
gsought employment in other engagements. His health,
which was never vigorous, at length failed, and he died in
Albany in July, 1849, at the age of forty years,

SOLOMON LINCOLN.

Solomon Lincoln was examined before the censors of
the Medical Society of the State of New York, and re-
ceived his diploma in 1529, He opened an office at 264
North Market street, now Broadway, and near the Delavan
Hml,‘se. His name appears in the Directory of 1829, only.
During the year he joined the county Society. It isproba-
ble that he remained in the city but for one year, and
formed only few associations. He came to Albany from
Massachusetts.

ALVA W. ROCKWELL.

Alva W. Rockwell was born in Berkshire county, Massa-
enusetts, on the 17th day of October, 1796, and began the
study of medicine at an early age with Dr. Taylor, the
physician in his native town, and attended lectures at the
~ Medical College in Fairfield, New York, and subsequently







B1ogRAPHICAL SKETCHES. 827

stance thrown from his horse and received an injury which,
though it appeared not serious at first, in its results began
to disturb his health. He was so much of an invalid that
in the autumn of 183T, his.ﬁiend&urged upon him the
importance of seeking the influen® of a warmer climate,
and he accordingly went by way of Cincinnati, to New
Orleans, but without deriving the desired benefit. He re-
turned the following spring and lingered until the 1st day
of July, 1838, when he died in the prime of manhood at
the age of thirty-eight years.

Dr. Crosby was upright and honorable in all the relations
- of life, and many friends cherished him with an affection-
ate regard. He was a member of the Presbyterian church,
and lived within its pale a life of exemplary piety.

Dr. Crosby left a wife and one daughter. His brother
Alonzo Crosby is well known among the masonic frater-
nity of Albany, as tyler of the lodges.

DAVID McLACHLAN.

David McLachlan was born in Perthshire, Scotland, on
the 4th day of March, 1804, His medical education was
obtained at the University of Glasgow, where he received
his medical degree in February, 1829. Having determined
upon seeking his fortunes in America, in May of the same
year he crossed theocean, and made his residence in Al-
bany, where a large number of his Scotch friends were liv-
ing. He beecame a member of the Medical Society in
1830, and for a period of thirteen years, pursued the prac-
tice of his profession in this city. In February, 1839, he
was elected to the professorship of Materia Medica, in
the Albany Medical College, an institution then in its
infaney, and continned to discharge the duties of that
office until 1843, when they were relinquished in conse-
quence of hisremoval to Vienna, in Oswego county, where
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LEWIS B. GREGORY.

Lewis B. Gregory was born in the city of Albany, on
the 4th day of June, 1808. He studied medicine with
Dr. Peter Wendell, and attended lectures at the College of
Physicians and Surgeons for the Western District, at Fair-
field, New York, where he probably graduated about the
year 1830. He practiced a few years at Canastota, and
then removed to Albany, where he died on the 1st day of
August, 1838, at the age of thirty years. Dr Gregory
was identified with the Methodist church, and lived and
died in its communion.

PALMER C. DORR.

Palmer Cady Dorr was the eldest son of Elisha Dorr, a
prominent merchant of Albany, who was born in the
cnunt} of New London, Connecticut. Palmer was born
in Albany, in the year 1797.

He was a pupil in medicine with Dr. Joel A. Wing, and
received a license from the Albany County Medical Society
in 1824, having previously attended medical lectures in
New York. Me became amember of the Society in 1881,
and continued in relation with it until the period of his
death. .

Dr. Dorr practiced a few years in Chatham, Columbia
county, and subsequently in Albany, though his business
never became very general. He died in this city on the
30th of July, 1840, at the age of forty-three years. Dr.
Dorr was never married. He was a man of considerable
talent, but lacked in mental diseipline and industry to turn
it to the best account.

EDWARD WILLARD FORD.

Edward Willard Ford was the third and youngest son
of Thomas W. Ford, a native of New Jersey, born in the
432 ;
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cholera, he wasactively engaged in taking care of the sick,
and when exhausted in the labor of the hospital to which
he was attached, he unhesitatiﬁgly and without fear of the
malady, lay down on the bed by his patient to rest, show-
ing a reckless indifference to the malady or any contagious
influence it might possess. !

Dr. Hallenbake was aman of good personal appearance.
He removed to New Orleans about the year 1836, where
he resided for several years, and ultimately died of a dis-
ease that had proved the bane of his whole family—con-
sumption. His death oceurred about the year 1846. His
immediate relatives are all' dead, and the family records
were destroyed several years ago, so that itis impossible
now to fix the dates accurately.

Dr, Hallenbake was never married. A portrait of him,
painted just before his removal to New Orleans, is still
preserved in the family of his father's widow.

CARROL HUMPHREY.

Carrol Humphrey was the eldest son of Chauncey
Humphrey, a native of Connecticut, but who at an early
period of life became a resident of Albany. Carrol was
born in 1805. He pursued his literary studies at Union
College, where he was graduated as Bachelor of Arts in
1821. Shortly afterwards he began the study of medicine
with his unecle, Dr. Gideon Humphrey, and attended medical
lectures at the University of Pennsylvania, where he re-
ceived his medical degree. The advantages that wealth
affords were bestowed upon his education; a diligent and
careful student, he did not fail to improve them.

For two or three years he was a practitioner in Albany,
and was admitted to this Society in 1831. During the
prevalence of cholera in 1832, he was an active member of
the profession. He was an intelligent and careful physi-
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seven of whom are still living. He died on the 1st of
July, 1862, at the age of seventy-one years.

SAMUEL DICKSON.

Br B. H. FREEMAN, M, D.

Samuel Dickson was born in the village of New Scot-
land, in the town of Bethlehem, (now Scotland) in the
County of Albany, on the 29th of March, 1807, *

His father, William Dickson, was by birth a Scotchman,
and when a boy entered the British Navy under the com-
mand of Admiral Cochrane, but soon after emigrated to
this country, and having acquired a competency at the
wheelright's trade, he purchased a farm in the village of
New Beotland, where Dr. Dickson, his only son resided,
until the time of his decease, May 5th, 1858.

Dr Dickson pursued his academic studies under the in-
struction of the learned Dr O'Donnell, who formerly prac-
ticed medicine in this city. When sixteen years of age,
he entered the junior class in Union College, and gradu-
ated at that Institution, the youngest and one of the most
promising members of the class of 1825.

Soon after leaving college, he commenced the study of
medicine in this city, under the able instruction of Dr.
‘William Bay, and in May 1829, he received a diploma from
the Censors of the Medical Society of the State of New
York. The following autumn he commenced the practice
of medicine in his native town, and soon acquired the con'-
fidence of the community and considerable reputation as
ajudicious and skillful physician.

He became a member of this Society in Nov. 1884, and
largely contributed to the interest of its meetings when
professional engagements did not prevent his attendance,

In the autumn of 1856 he was elected to represent the
County of Albany in the 34th Congress of the United
States; and his integrity of character and unyielding firm-
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NELSON L. HUNGERFORD.

Nelson L. Hungerford was a native of Swinton, Ver-
mont, and born in the year 1805, He began the study of
medicine with Dr. Alva Rockwell, of West Troy. He
was licensed in 1830, and became a partner in business
with his friend and preceptor. In 1837, upon the death
of Dr. Rockwell, he succeeded him as surgeon to the
United States Military Post, at the Watervliet arsenal.

In the spring of 1839, Dr. Hungerford made a pleasure
visit to the Falls of Niagara, and while listening to the
roar of the mighty waters, and surveying the magnificent,
awe ingpiring spectacle, a portion of rock fell, by which he
was suddenly hurled to the frightful precipice below. In-
stantaneous as thought, he passed from the sublime ma-
jesty of the created, to the glorious presence of the Greator ;
from the admiration of His works, to the adoration of His
omnipotence! Awful and sublime transition! The%®vent
occurred on the 29th of May, 1839 ; Dr. Hungerford being
at the age of thirty-four years. He was a member of the
Dutceh Reformed church, and one of its consistory, a man
of exemplary life, and the fﬁture, in his profession, was
full of promise. Dr. Hungerford left no family.

JOHN VAN BUREN.

John Van Buren was the son of Daniel and Maria
(Schermerhorn) Van Buren, of Schodack Landing, in
Rensselaer county, where he was born, on the 14th of Jan-
uary, 1808. His father was a farmer, and the family of
Holland descent, having for several generations resided in
that county.

John was educated at the Kinderhook Academy, studied
medicine with Dr. Squires of Schodack, and attended medi-
cal lectures at the University, of the city of New York. He
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the 81st of December, 1862. His mother was a daunghter
of Dr. Elias Willard. John was born in Albany, on the
24th of June, 1813. He entered Union College, and was
graduated in 1833, and shortly after began the study of
medicine. Having been licensed, Dr. Trotter united with
the Medical Society, in 1837. For several years, and un-
til about 1850, Dr. Trotter was a practitioner in his native
city, when on account of ill health, he withdrew from pro-
fessional life. He died of pulmonary disease, .on the 30th
December, 1861, at the age of forty-eight. Dr Trotter was
a man of rigid honesty, and integrity of character, strictly

upright in all the relations of life, and beloved for his so-
cial virtues.

OTIS JENKS.

Otis Jenks was the son of Nathaniel and Phebe Jenks,
and was born in the northern part of Vermont, near Can-
ada, on the 1st day of February, 1799, He studied medi-
cine, andin 1819 removed to Melbourne in Canada, where
he began the practice of medicine and surgery. In Au-
gust, 1829, in conformity with a law of the Province, he
went before a board of medical commissioners in Quebec,
for examination, and received license from the board. He
continued in practice at Melbourne, until the spring of
1839. Upon his departure he received the following note.

Melbourne, Canada East, April 30, 1839,
Dr. Otis Jenks:

Dear Sir—We the undersigned beg leave to address you
in terms expressive of our entire approbation and satisfac-
tion at the manner in which you have discharged your pro-
fessional duties among us, for the long period of twenty
years. We are firmly persuaded that you have thereby
‘won the affectionate regard of all who knew yon, and such
are the sentiments we mean to evince to you by this address,

and we beg that the sincerity of our professions may plead
43
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Wisconsin, and continued his practice until 1853, when he
went to the neighboring city of Racine, where he died
from disease of the lungs, onthe 9th of June, 1854, in the
fifty-fifth year of his age.

Dr. Jenks was an upright, honest man, greatly beloved
by his friends and patients, towards whom he acted with
eonsciencious fidelity.

Dr. Jenksleft two sons, William Otis Jenks, who studied
medicine but is now a merchant in New York city, and
the Rev. George H. Jenks, a clergyman of the Episcopal
church in Wellsboro, Pennsylvania. A daughter married
Daniel Ullman, Esq. of Racine, Wisconsin.

JESSE SMITH.

Jessé Smith was born in that part of the old town of
Amenia, Dutchess Co., N. Y., now North BEast, on 5th
October, 1780. He was the third son of Elijah Smith, a re-
spectable farmer of that town. Elijah Smith came to Amer-
ica before the revolution, as is believed, to what was
then known as Phillip’s patent, in the south part of
Dutchess Co., now Putman Co., N. Y. He was an active,
industrious man, but like the great majority of farmers,
led mostly a quiet life on his farm, where he died many
years ago, having lived to be nearly 90 years of age. At
the breaking out of the revolution Elijah Smith was a cap-
tain in the militia, and during the war was at times called
out to meet emergencies. At one time he with his com-
pany, was called into service at the burning of Danbury,
Ct. Beyond this, Elijah Smith lived a quiet life on his
farm, as a good citizen, holding no public office,

Jesse was one of five sons. In early life he attended
the ordinary country school of the neighborhood, and after-
wards spent a considerable time at the classical academy
at Sharon, Litchfield Co., Ct. In this way he acquired a
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iently wait a long time for your money, therefore I come
to pay you now.” This kind thoughtfulness of Peter
Whitheck was not forgotten by the Doctor to the last day
of his life.

On the 30th October, 1810, Dr. Smith married Elizabeth,
daughter of Casparus Ackerman, at that time an active,
thriving farmer and business man of Coeymans. Mrs. S.
still survives her husband, being now (1864) in the 82d
year of her age, and possessing remarkable mental and
physical activity., Of this marriage there were five chil-
dren, all still living. Platt A. Smith, residing at the
homestead, Coeymans, Charles Smith a farmer of Oneida,
N. Y., Jasper Smith late consul at San Juan, Porta Rico,
and now in the department of state at Washington, D. C.,
Eveline wife of Dr. F. G. Mosher, Coeymans, and Hannah
wife of John B. Whitbeck, Coxsackie. Of his sons, none
studied medicine ; one, Jasper, studied law, but abandoned
practice some years ago.

Soon after his marriage Dr. 8. purchased the place on
which his family still reside. It was one of the pleasures
of his life to cultivate and adorn this place. He had great
taste for rural life, and had an especial faney for the culti-
vation of choice fruits. At this, his chosen residence, he
surrounded himself with all the comforts of a country house.

Dr. Smith, though a man of decided political ideas, was
not an active politician. In the year 1816, he was a mem-
ber of assembly, together with Michael Freligh, John J.
Ostrander, and John Schooleraft, to represent the county
of Albany in the legislature. This was the only time that
he was a candidate for publicoffice. The experience of one
year seemed, fortunately, to satisfy his desires in that di-
rection.

Dr. Smith continued to live and practice his profession
in Coeymans until the 10th April, 1841, nearly 40 years
when he died of an attack of inflammation of the lungs.
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and returned to New York where he studied three years,
enjoying some of the best advantages which the country at
that time offorded. e commenced practice in Brunswick,
Rensselaer county, where he soon acquired an excellent
reputation.

In 1810 he renounced the religion in which he had been
educated. In the year 1815, he removed to Schoharie
county, where he settled ﬁpr:m a farm, at the same time
continuing his medical practice. Here he remained until
his removal, in 1883, to the city of Albany, wherehe passed
the evening of his life. Until about two years previous to
his decease, which oceurred on the first of February, 1854,
Dy, Gannon enjoyed good health, and attended to all his
professional and other duties. At that time he was the
subject of a partial paralysis, from which he never fully re-
covered ; hisfaculties were but slightly touched byit. About
a fortnight previous to his decease he had another stroke
of paralysis, which proved the immediate cause of his death.
He died in the seventy-fourth year of his age.

Dr. Gannon was married in 1806, to Miss Huddleston,
of Clermont, Columbia county, with whom he lived forty-
eight years in the utmost conjugal affection and harmony.
He died leaving her a childless widow to mourn the loss
of one of the best of husbands.

Dr. Gannon was an excellent man, of good sense, and
was far more highly educated than was generally supposeds
He was eminently prudent and considerate in all his inter-
course, and never needlessly gave offence to anybody; mod-
est, and more ready to yield than to claim precedence. In
his professional capacity he was greatly respected, and du-
ring his residence in the country he had an extended and
profitable practice. He was amember of the Presbyterian
church, aconstant and devout commnicant.

He made his will previous to his decease, in which after
providing liberally for his wife, relatives and friends, he
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catholic liberality of Dr. Gannon's heart and spirit, his .

good will towards all men is displayed in his bequests,

For these items I am indebted to his executor, Christopher
Y. Lansing, Esq.

EDWIN JAMES.

Edwin James was the youngest of ten sons of Deacon
Daniel James, a native of Rhode Island, who settled in
Stockbridge, Mass., and afterwards in Vermont. Edwin
was born in Weybridge, Addison county, Vermont, in
Angust, 1798. He graduated at Middlebury College at
an early age, and came to Albany to study medicine with
his brother Dr. Daniel James, who is noticed in these
pages. He was meanwhile, a diligent student in the natu-
ral sciences, and entered with zeal into scientific pursuits.
His talents were such, and his attainments, that at an early
age he was brought to the attention of scientific men, and
onrecommendation of Dr. Torrey, and Hon. Smith Thomp-
son, Secretary of Navy, and more recently, Justice of the
Supreme Court of the United States, he was appointed by
Mr. Calhoun, Secretary of War, botanist and geologist to
Major Long's expedition to the Rocky mountains. He
was scarcely twenty-one years of age. Dr. James left St.
Louis to join the expedition on 4th ﬂa}r of May, 1820, in
company with Major Long, and Capt. John R. Bell of the
army, and traveled on horseback twenty-four days, until
they reached the point on the Missouri in Nebraska Ter-
ritory, afew miles above the place where Omaha city now
stands. The expedition was composed of twenty persons,
and on the 6th of .Tﬁne, they all started for the sources of
the Platte river, and after six weeks journeying, and novel
adventure, they reached the chasm where the river issues
from the mountains. They visited what the accomplished
explorer Pike, had supposed the highest spur of the Rocky
mountaing, and which bears his name, and also a summit
44
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tion from Pittsburgh to the Rocky Mountains, performed
in the years 1819, 1820, by order of John C. Calhoun, Sec-
retary of War. Underthe command of MajorS. H. Long
of the U. 8. Topographical Engineers, compiled from the
notes of Major Long, Mr. T. Say, and other gentlemen of
the party, by Edwin James, Botanist and Geologist to the
expedition. In three volumes, London, 1823, pp. 344,
356, 347. The work is dedicated to John C. Calhoun.

Dr. James gave name to the Ozark mountains, calling
them after an almost extinet tribe of Indians.

Dr. James was subsequently appointed a Surgeon in
the United States army, and was alternately stationed at
Sault St. Marie, and at the Military Post in Watervliet,
near Albany. It was probably while residing here, that
he united with the Medical Society. He was not the man
to be idle at a post where there was but little labor, and
he accordingly translated the New Testament into the Chip-
pewa langnage, under the title of Kekitchemanitomenahn,
Gahbemahjeinnunlk .Jesus Christ Otoashke Waweveendum-
mahgawin. Albany, Packard and Van Benthuysen, 1833.
He also published the life of John Tanner, a lad who was
stolen by the Indiansin Ohio, and found thirty years after-
wards in the Red River country.

Dr. James resigned his position in the army, and became
associated for a time with Mr. Edward C. Delavan, in con-
ducting a journal devoted to the cause of temperance,
but dissenting from some of the leading advocates of that
reform, he relinquished his connexion with the journal
about 1836, and concluded to make s home in the far
west. About 1837, he received from the government the
appointment of Indian agent, and for a time resided among
the Osage Indians, in Western Missouri, but in endeavor-
ing to exclude whisky from the country, he encountered
fierce opposition from the traders, and was the subject, in
consequence, of so many annoyances that he was glad to
resign the agency. e then returned to a place near Bur-
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AMMOND HAMMOND. :
Ammond Hammond was a son of Benoni G. Hammond,
and was born in the town of Hope, Montgomery county,
(now Hamilton) on the 29th December, 1808. At the age
of seventeen he taught a common school, and subsequently
began to study medicine with Dr. Mitchell, of Northville,
with whom he remained for three years, and attended two
courses of lectures at the Institution, at Castleton, Vermont.
After having practiced in West Troy for one year, he went
to New York in 1828, and attended another course of
lectures. He returned to West Troy and engaged in pro-
fessional life, which he continued without intermission
almost up to the hour of his death, which occurred in
the midst of his usefulness, from cholera, on the 21st day
of July, 1849. A brother of Dr. Hammond, who was a
student with him, died from a dissecting wound a few years
previously. Dr. Hammond was twice married, his second
wife was a daughter of Isaac Marks, Esq., of Watervliet.
He was a member of the Methodist Episcopal church, an
upright and useful man, enjoying the respect and esteem
of the public.

~TEN EYCK GANSEVOORT.

Ten Eyck Gansevoort was the youngest son of Con-
rad Gansevoort, of Albany. He was born, however, in
Minden, Montgomery county, N. Y., on the 5th of Janu-
ary, 1803. Ie was educated at Union College, and gradu-
ated with some distinetion as a scholar, in 1822, He pres
ently commenced the study of medicine in the office of
Dr. Charles D. Towngend, and was graduated in medicine
at the University of Pennsylvania, in 1825. For a number
of years he pursued his profession in this city, and became
a member of this Society. Subsequently he removed to
Bath, in the county of Steuben, where he rose to a pro-
minent rank as a physician and surgeon; throughout the
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church 1n this city. He was a pupil in medicine with
Dr. James McNaughton, and received his medical degree
at the Fairfield Medical College (N. Y.), in January 1828,
Until 1836 he practiced in Hebron, N. Y. He then re-
moved to Albany, where he resided until the peried of
his death, which was oceasioned by hemorrhage from the
lungs, while on a visit to his brother in his native town,
on May 21st, 1853.

Dr. Martin was twice alms house physician. He gained
a very extensive practice, and the duties incident to it
were faithfully discharged.

He was an elder in the Associate Presbyterian church, of
which his brother was pastor, and his daily life was in
worthy exemplification of the faith and doctrine he pro-
fessed.

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS GRIFFIN.

Christopher Columbus Griffin was born in Albany, on
the 30th of August, 1815. His father was John Griffin
a mechanic, who was likewise a native of Albany. He
became a pupil at the Albany Academy in 1830, where he
remained for several years, when he began the study of
medicine. He received a license from the Albany County
Medical Society, about the year 1843, and became a
member of the Society in 1845, and for a time held the
office of Librarian.

He served a short time as a private in the cavalry ser-
vice of the army, but his health was insufficient for such
severe duties, and he obtained a discharge from the service.

Dr. Griffin possessed neither the genius nor the educa-
tion for the medical profession, at the same time he lacked
the ability to plan, and the force of character to execute; .
as a consequence his professional life proved nothing more
than a series of failures, and his occasional intemperance
frustrated all his good intentions. He was generous, kind-
hearted, and was without enemies. Ie was reasonably
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and Dr. Breakey was induced to join them, and accordingly

_removed to New Orleans, and while there he suffered from
yellow fever. He returned again to Greenbush, where he
continued to reside for the most of his life; a little time be-
fore his death he had taken his residence in Albany and
united with the Medical Society.

Dr. Breakey had a large library of standard literature,
and spent a considerable portion of his time in literary
reading. IIe wasa good classical scholar with cultivated
tastes, fond of society and of musie, agreeable and intelli-

¢ gent in conversation, greatly interested in the cause of ed-
ucation, of generous, catholie sentiments, kind to the poor
and always ready to befriend his countrymen, whose mis-
fortunes came under his notice. Dr. Breakey was strongly
attached to his profession, though he was temporarily in-
duced to enter into business life.

Before he left his native land, he had established his ec-
clesiastical relations with the Presbyterian church, and
they were renewed in thehome of his adoption, where he
lived a consistent member of its communion.

Dr. Breakey contracted the disease which terminated his
life, in an act of unostentations philanthropy., Some emi-
grants, whom he found in the street, were ill with ship fever
and in destitute circumstances. Dr. Breakey provided for
them, and bestowed upon them medical attendance; and in

rendering this willingly gratuitous service, he became sub-
ject of the malady of which he died on the 30th January,
1848. He received during his illness faithful attendance
from his friends Drs. Cogswell and Boyd.

The wife of Dr. Breakey was a daughter of Benjamin
Aikin, Esq., of Greenbush. Two children survive him.

Benjamin A, Breakey a merchantin Chmagn, and the wife
of Dr. Alfred Watkyns of Troy.

45
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