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public I believe that legislation is urgently required. I
would allude in the first place to the absence in this country
of medical jurists whose duty it would be to investigate all
cases of sudden and suspicious death. And in connection
with this subject I would express my decided opinion in
favour of coroners being chosen from the ranks of medical
- men.  One frequently reads of the most astounding cases
of sudden death in which a coroner without medical training
decides that an inquest is unnecessary, when to a medical
man there is an obvious possibility that the death has been
due to foul play. Surely an inquest, which is an inquiry
into the cause of death, is most properly made by one who
by education and calling has an intimate acquaintance with
disease and injuries, and with the knowledge, reputa-
tion and reliability of the medical witnesses upon whose
evidence the result of the inquiry so much depends.

The amount of legal knowledge necessary for the conduct
of such an inquiry is easily acquired, whereas the medical
knowledge can only be obtained by extensive experience
of practice, and is such as a lawyer cannot have opportunities
of gaining. 1 think, therefore, that in all cases where the
coroner belongs to the legal profession, in the interests of
public safety there should be associated with him a medical
referee of high standing to whom the medical questions
involved could be referred.

But a danger far greater and more urgently needing
redress is the practice of appointing any medical man (often
the practitioner in attendance) to perform the autopsy,
upon the result of which may depend the reputation or
even the life of a human being. There are few hospital
physicians or surgeons who would consider themselves

competent to report upon a case of possible poisoning,
which invelves an acquaintance with the most intricate
problems of chemical science, and yet a coroner often in-
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ignorant, without any legal restraint or risk of punishment,
unless the patient dies, and very little then. Actually,
medical men are less protected by law from unqualified
practitioners than dental and wveterinary surgeons. One
of the most dangerous of the unqualified practitioners is

the doctor who has had his name erased from the medical :

register for infamous conduct in a professional respect,
but who still continues to carry on his practice, with the
single disability that he cannot sign certificates of death.
Surely it should be in the power of the authorities to take
away the diploma of a man who has been guilty of such
disgraceful conduct, and the exercise of this power would
be a much more adequate punishment than the almost
nominal one of erasing his name from the register.

There is one other subject to which I would, in passing,
allude, viz., the treatment of the medical profession by a
small portion of the public, which has recently accused
doctors of experimenting on hospital patients. Such an
accusation is a calumny, which so far as it affects the

-medical profession is beneath contempt, but to the suffer-

ing poor is inhumanly cruel, and by preventing those who
are sufficiently ignorant to believe those charges from
resorting to hospitals until too late for relief, may lead
to an appalling loss of human life for which the unprin-
cipled persons who disseminate such unfounded charges
are morally responsible,

But, as, in spite of the drawbacks to which I have
alluded, you are fortunate in joining the ranks of the
medical profession at a time when thoughtful persons hold
it in high esteem on account of the rapid progress and
development which it has undergone, so you are to be
congratulated upon having chosen, as the scene of your
labours, University College, an institution which from its
foundation until the present day has always stood in the
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This is neither the place nor the occasion for an appeal
to the public for pecuniary support of our hospitals; but
some considerations may be stated concerning the bestowal
of that support. There is no institution so worthy of
generous support as the hospital of a great medical school,
which not only confers the highest benefits upon the poor,
but also, in training the rising generation of doctors,
spreads in new and ever-widening circles the benefits of
its teaching. Those institutions are most worthy of the
support of the charitable which are reserved for the free
treatment of the poor, and not those which make a small
charge for each attendance, or which admit, for a weekly
payment of a guinea or two, patients who are well able to
pay for private treatment. In this connection, it is astonish-
ing to see the meanness and misrepresentation to which
certain well-to-do people will resort in order to get gratui-
tous medical treatment. Instances of persons disguising
themselves in order to elude the vigilance of the hospital
officials are by no means rare, and I know of one case
where a rich patient assumed the virtue of charity, though
she had it not, by becoming a subscriber to the hospital
and then distributed the tickets for admission to herself
and her children. So that for the sum of one guinea this
woman was able to obtain skilled medical treatment for
eicht months, and at the same time to pose as a dispenser
of charity, which with her certainly had the merit of begin-
ning at home. This abuse of medical charity is a very

real grievance at the present time. I am glad to see that
the British Medical Association is occupying itself with
this iatter, which is, undoubtedly, beset with many diffi-
culties. The object of our great hospitals is to relieve
the sufferings of the poor; but the meaning of the word
“ poverty ” will vary with the circumstances of the patient,
and the nature of the medical relief to be afforded. It will
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which afford one of the best means of insuring accuracy
of observation. When you are more advanced, at the
time when you will be holding a clinical post, you should
read the standard works upon your cases, and arrange the
features of the disease in your note-books under headings
in tabular form. You will then be able in a few minutes
to take notes of subsequent cases of the same disease
and to compare them with the standard, and you will be
surprised at the amount of information which you will thus
obtain. Accurate note-taking is as necessary for advance
in medicine as accurate observation, of which indeed it is
a repetition in a permanent form. Observation is of little
value unless it is recorded, nor of value then unless the
record can be found.

You should also test your class work by competing in

the examinations, although the prizes might well be of
more educational value. I should like to see the abolition
of medals, and the substitution for them of books or other
useful prizes such as that given by our President.
. When you commence working at the hospital it is well
for you to reside in the vicinity, so that you may be able to
see interesting emergency cases, You may often obtain
special facilities for the study of such cases by making
friends with the resident officers—the way to whose affec-
tions lies through the excellence of your ward-notes. Let
your aim be to examine as many patients as possible, not
in a haphazard manner, but methodically, with a view to
the elucidation of the main points of the disease.

It is to be hoped that you will all endeavour to obtain
one or more of the resident posts at the hospital. No part
of the training of a doctor compares in importance with this.
You then learn for the first time what medical responsibility
means,and you soon find out the superiority of practical train-
ing over mere theoretical book work. It is a very simple
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tical work is, I believe, on the increase, if one may judge
by the outcry by students for cramming classes—a means
of learning which, though it may help the student to pass his
examinations, does not give him a sound knowledge of his
professional work. There is no royal road to medical learn-
ing; its rugged steeps can only be climbed by assiduous
clinical investigation and practical work. Do not think,
after reading an account of a disease, and seeing and care-
fully examining a patient suffering from it, that you know
all about the malady—the manifestations of a disease vary
with the persons it affects. Take every opportunity of
examining cases—there is not one from which something
may not be learnt—even though the malady seems to be
trifling ; you will learn later on that there is nothing trifling
in medicine. You will thus acquire skill in recognising the
various forms that a disease may assume and the points of
resemblance and difference in individual cuses. You will
also train your faculty of observation, and acquire that
practical skill which is the most powerful weapon you can
have in your war against disease.

But there are some amongst you who have completed
your student career, and being now qualified practitioners
are passing forth from the sheltering wing of your alma
mater to undertake the responsibilities of private practice.
To those a word of advice. You have passed through an
expensive, and arduous, and lengthened course of study,
and you will naturally wish to be earning your living ; but
before you settle down in private practice I think it will
well repay you, in increased health and knowledge of the

world, to undertake a voyage for a few months, to some
distant part of the globe. Medical men, fortunately, can
take such voyages as surgeons to steamships, free of cost,
and even with pecuniary gain to themselves. Whether
you make the short voyage to the Cape or India or the
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way in which you perform your duties will you gain or lose
respect.

No social class can look down upon those to whom such
sacred interests as reputation and life are entrusted.
Greater trust has no man than this—that he trusts his life
to his friend. May you all prove worthy of that trust, of
your profession, and of your school !
















