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which such alterations are accustomed to announce
themselves, with the causes which have led to their
production, and with the therapeutical indications.,
This same unalterable nature allows also of these
models being taken to all parts of the globe, almost
without the necessity of any precaution beingadopted
for their preservation ; and it insures moreover their
keeping for any length of time.

Under such considerations your Commission thinks
that the artificial preparations of M. Thibert ought
to form an essential part of every museum of patho-
logical anatomy, either as an addition to real pre-
parations, or even to replace them : they might be
substituted with advantage for most of the prepara-
tions In wax,

The very extraordinary perfection to which M.
Thibert has attained in the art of making these
models proves that he must have been endowed with
great natural talent, and have laboured long and
perseveringly to accomplish his end. Moreover, it
evinces the possession of considerable knowledge in
the art of painting, sculpture, and modelling. The
various colours in these models are so well contrived,
and so perfectly natural, as to have led to these arti-
ficial preparations being mistaken for natural speci-
mens of pathological anatomy. One of our colleagues
was deceived in this way, mistaking a model for a
real partion of diseased intestine. I am informed on
good authority, that M. Thibert having gone this
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and physiology of man and animals. These existed in
Egypt even in the time of Galen. But it was in
Holland and in England, where the cumulative
spirit, added to a love of science, first gave rise to
collections of any great magnitude. For a time,
however rich, these were mere collections of speci-
mens illustrating healthy and diseased anatomy of
man and animals ; their physiology and comparative
anatomy, — together with some rare objects of
zoology, or natural history generally ; hence arose
the splendid collections of Ruysch, Bonn, Lieberkuhn,
Albinus, Zieba, and a host of others in Holland ; in
Britain, Dr. William Hunter and his school, and
the first and second Monro, followed in the train of
their French and Dutch teachers. France was not
idle in these respects, and Germany could boast of
many excelleht and rich collections. At last two
persons appeared whose genius gave a precise
and determinate direction to such collections : Mr.
John Hunter, in England, was the first to form a
musewm of anatomy and physiology as distingunished
from a mere collection ; his immortal work, placed by
government in the Hall of the Royal College of Sur-
geons in London, speaks for itselfl: in France, Baron
Cuvier followed, laying the foundation of a museum
of comparative anatomy, an extension of the idea of
Mr.Hunter on a grander scale, backed by a munificent
government fond of science and of scientific men.
What these great men did for human and compara-
tive anatomy and physiology, Dr. Mathew Baillie
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tem, or very nearly the whole system, must be
suffered to fall into abeyance. By immersion in
spirituous liquors nearly every morbid structure is
“destroyed ; all colour disappears; the very forms
cannot in consequence be made out ; the glass and its
contained fluid magnify the structures grotesquely ;
‘the structure itself cannot be handled ; the expense
of getting up, restoring, preserving, are positively
endless and ruinous. Lastly, when so prepared, the
preparation is seldom or ever of any use: ultimately
these preparations go down altogether. Suchk has
been the fate of all the private collections I have
known : magnificent efforts of public-spirited men,
struggling with difficulties not to be overcome. Such
has been the fate of the Brookes’ collection—of those
formed by Messrs. Heaviside, Langstafl, John Lizars,
Macintosh, and myself. Such a result, I have been
told, awaits the collection of Meckel. The patholo-
gical museum I saw in Holland presented exactly
the same difliculties. = The expense of main-
taining the pathological museum of the Royal
College of Surgeons of Edinburgh has already
strongly attracted the attention of its members; its
inutility to medical science, to the student, to the
lecturer, to the profession, has now been put beyond
all doubt. The necessity, then, for the discontinuance
of such efforts on the part of individuals, and of
public or corporate bodies, is no longer a question ;
and accordingly every large private collection has










































































































































