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PREFACE.

- To the variety of tastes which may be employed in
appreciating the merits of this little book, it is highly
probable that many of the remarks may appear more
or less objectionable; and critical severity is sometimes
found to confine its animadversion to a single page or
expression, having the chemical power of exiracting
from a sentence the essence of the work: but in vindi-
cation of him by whom they have been presented, it
may be necessary to remark, that he has endeavoured
to write a book which should neither perplex by its
abstruseness, harass by its diffusion, nor fatigue by its
prolixity; and whilst carefully excluding every thiﬁg
noxious, to adapt its contents, as far as possible with
judicious variety, to the young, the aged, the vigorous,
the declining, the grave, the gay,—in short to make it
a work which should be in three words perspicuous,
interesting, and short.

The sublime and beautiful features of nature which
here surround us, whether the face of the place which
we inhabit swells into mountains, or sinks into vales, or
spreads into plains, or forms a bed for the restless ocean,
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every part of it displays matchless skill, and demon-
strates infinite agency; and the writer feels that to

attempt to add to its beauty by any description,
would be

““tn add another hue
Unto the rainbow ; or with taper light

To seck the beauteous eye of heaven to garnish.”

It is therefore with much diflidence, as to its execu-
tion, that the author has endeavoured to supply a de-
ficiency long felt; there not having been a guide to
Sidmouth on sale for several years: and whilst he will
be the first to acknowledge his obligation to the candid
reader who points out any errors, unjust criticism, so
far as his personal feelings are concerned, will be, he
trusts a pointless shaft: for to those who assume a pri-
vilege of hastily condemning whatever does not co-
mcide with their own sentiments, it might be said,

“ MOMEIZ®AI ‘paor eo'riv y MIMEIZOAI*"

1 It is easier to blame, or sneer, than to imitate.”

The accurate reader will not only discover many de-
ficiencies in this volume, but also, from the numerous
extracts, that the author is greatly indebted to older
and abler writers. Instead however of endeavouring
to repel this imputation, he begs to state, that anxious
mainly to convey the most correct information, he has
never hesitated to draw freely upon the resources of
others in order to supply his own great defects,
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He would therefore beg those who may honour these
pages with their perusal, to consider, with regard both
to the reasonings and expressions, not so much whose
they are as what they are; and that whilst they freely
impute all that is faulty to the author, they will ascribe
all that is really valuable to the proprietors of the va-
rious inclosures in which he has been permitted to
glean after the harvest has been gathered; and if, like
the gleaner of the field who picks up one ear in this
place and another in that, until he has at length made
a handful of those stalks which lay scattered at a dis-
tance before, the author is numbered among the poor
of the land who are thus industriously and honestly
employed, he will nevertheless deem himself amply re-
munerated for his trouble, if on the whole, the little
book, which he cheerfully presents to the Inhabitants
of Sidmouth, may add a small pittance to their store,
and increase in the smallest degree the welfare of a

place from whose climate he has derived the greatest
advantage,

Rose Cottage, Sidmouth,
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CEHATTER™T

General WMistory.

“ More mighty spots may rise—more glaring shine,
Bnt none unite in one attaching maze
The brilliant, fair, and soft.”

SipmouTH, from its highly favoured situation,
( being defended by a range of lofty hills from every
wind but the south,) its vicinity to the sea, the sa-
lubrity and mildness of its atmosphere, the purity of
its water, the richness of its soil, the diversity and
beauty of its scenery, and the facility with which
every requisite to improve or confirm health may be
acquired; stands, and will stand, until the evils at-
tendant upon luxury and disease be eradicated from
the earth, one of the chosen resorts of the many who
seek to renovate their wasted strength, to give re-
newed vigour to their attenuated frames, and to
obtain by a state of comparative tranquillity, the repose
so requisite to the welfare both of body and mind.
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Were the writer disposed to deal in hyperbole, he
might say that like the fabled island of Calypso, or the
fertile Thessalian vale of Tempe, %ere reigns perpetual
spring.  Sheltered from the chilling blasts of winter,
cooled and refreshed by delightful breezes from the
sea, during the overpowering heat of summer, its
atmosphere preserves an equilibrium of temperature
scarcely equalled in this ¢isle of fogs.” And whilst
the numerous evergreens springing up on every side
render the autumnal fall of the leaf, and the naked
barrenness of winter less observable, the geranium, the
myrtle, the fuchsia, and other tender plants luxu-
riantly flourish al fresco, giving to Sidmouth the
appearance of one large but ever varied garden.

A few years since this delightful spot was only a
small and insignificant fishing village, in a part of
the coast little known and still less frequented, It
has now become a populous and far-famed watering-
place of much resort. Like the butterfly it has cast
its shell, and appears in its renewed life with all the
attractions and adornments of beauty and fashion. It was
formerly called Sidemew or Sidemuie, but now bears the
appellation of Sidmouth, or Sidmouth St. Nicholas;
being thus designated from a little rivulet called the
Sid, according to the old Saxon custom of naming
towns and villages from some neighbouring stream or
river. This rivulet gives name to Sidford and Sidbury.
During the summer months, partially dried up, it
trickles down the valley, and seldom finds its way to
the sea, save by draining through large collections of
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shingles which are thrown up by the tide, and thus
form anatural rampart, (which, until lately, has been the
only barrier that has protected the vale from the in-
cursions of the sea during spring tides.) In winter, or
after much rain, it becomes enlarged and swollen,
and then forms no inconsiderable addition to the
beauty of the surrounding scenery, as impetuously
rushing along it bears away every obstruction,

¢« Hasting tv pay its tribute to the sea,
Like mortal life to meet eternity,”’

and freely mingles with the grand reservoir of all
rivers, the majestic ocean.

That beautiful part of the coast of England com-
prised by Devon and Dorset, terminating in the west
by the Start Point, and in the east by the isle of
Portland, presents a vast amphitheatre of bold and
rugged rocks, rearing their lofty peaks, asif in defi-
ance of the mighty ocean rolling at their base, lashing
itself to foam, and seeming to demand them for its
own; whilst their precipitous sides, their huge and
towering pinnacles, and the enormous masses which
appear here and there detached from their parent rock,
mark the overwhelming power and constant encroach-
ments (““moAvprowrBoto farasans.”) of the loud resound-
ing main. This vast semicircular ridge is throughout
the whole of its course, hollowed by the action of the
waters into smaller curves or scallops, forming minor
bays. In one of these indentations, almost in the
cenfre of the entire range, and bounded by the Peak

B 2
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hills to the west, by Salcombe hill to the east, and by
the Honiton and Gittisham hills to the north, lies the
lovely vale, the subject of our present sketch, in fifty
degrees thirty minutes north latitude, and about three
degrees west longitude,

Of its former history but little is known ; we soon are
lost in the mists of obscurity, catching but here and
there a glimpse from out the dim obscure, and all is
dark again. Were we about to pen the history of im-
perial Rome, the capital of an empire, or even the
chief city of a county, volumes might be written; the
annals of the historian would be open to our view,
wars and rumours of wars would assist us, the birth
or burial places of distinguished individuals would
be a light unto our paths, archives, deeds, grants,
and charters might be perused. But, when we under-
take that of an obscure village how different are our
resources; in what a wilderness of arid and barren
sand do we engage to discover the hidden spring; in
what a forest of shrubs and flowers do we seek
the modest violet, enshrouded from our view by the
more umbrageous foliage which surrounds it. The few
ancient authors who have written on the county in
which is situated the object of our research, are dili-
gently examined, and the bare gleanings which we
find are treasured with avidity. Frequently, the dry
documents of monasteries are our only assistance, and
from them we learn merely the uninteresting intelli-
gence that, during the reigns of certain Kings, cer-
tain manors were granted to certain individuals upon
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the payment of certain sums, and other information
perhaps equally important to the possessors, but by no
means interesting to the general reader, We have in
the present instance greatly to lament this lack of in-
formation, Indeed so scanty are our materials, that
it is almost impossible to consider them in any other
light than as a few memoranda. History records no
splendid fact, nor has biography anmy distinguished
name to select from its inhabitants. If, therefore, it
should be found deficient in that interest and amuse-
ment which the records of other places afford, the
writer must claim the indulgence of his readers; at
the same time he bears in mind that

*¢ The wise and prudent conquer difficulties
By daring to attempt them. Sloth and folly
Shiver and shrink at sight of toil and danger,
And make the impossibility they fear.”

The remnants of antiquity which still exist, will
naturally attract our attention in the first place, even
though tradition has failed fo supply any information
by which we might direct our course. For, by analogy,
are we enabled to penetrate deeply through the veil of
oblivion, and to assign with a degree of certainty, the
times and uses of things, which otherwise would be
still engulphed beneath the waters of Lethe. We find
on the summits of many of the highest hills in this
neighbourhood, heaps of stones, amassed together in
order; not such as geologists have discovered to be
the order of creation, but such as plainlv indicate
the hand of man. In comparing these with similar

B3
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structures in other parts of the country, to which fame
has been more prodigal, we discover that they were
erected as places of offence or defence, either by the
Romans or ancient Britons.

¢“In Britain, where the hills and fertile plains,

Like her historic page are overspread

With vestiges of war ; the shepherd boy

Climbs the green hillock to survey his flock,

Then sweetly sleeps upon his favourite hill,

Not conscious that his bed's a warriors tomb,”

This at once carries us into the remote ages, and we
find at the period of the invasion of Britain by Julius
Cesar, the south western part of England was divided
between three powerful tribes, viz: the Belgee, from
Germany; who, having driven away the ancient Bri-
tons, possessed themselves of Hampshire, Wiltshire,
and Somersetshire: the Morini, who conquered the
Durotriges, a Celtic tribe, and had seated themselves
in Dorsetshire ; and the Danmonii, or Devonshire men,
who had retained possession of Devon, and conquered
part of Cornwall the territory of the Carnabii. (The
Jirst settlersin this part were supposed to be descend-
ed from the Celtee, a branch of the nations from the
east.) According to Camden, Danmonii is the name
eiven by Solinus to the ancient inhabitants both of
Devon and Cornwall, but Ptolemy and Richard of
Cirencester call them Damnonii, though in some copies
Danmonii occurs, which is more correct, the transpo-
sition of the two letters being of very easy occurrence.

““This name,’ says Ptolemy, ¢ if not derived from
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the mines of tin, called by the British ¢moina,’ seems
to be taken from their dwelling under mountains, the
inhabitants generally living in the valleys, called in
the British Danmunith, and on this account the
county of Devon is still called by the Brilons Duffneint,
or “the low valley;’ neint or nant is the ancient Bri-
tish signifying ¢ valley.” Sammes supposes it to be of
Pheenicean origin, deriving the name from moina,
but the question is whether the Dan or Dun precedes.
In the British and Pheenicean language Dun signifies
hill, and Dan of the British is down of the Pheeni-
ceans and English, and signifies low. Now, whether
we derive the name from Dan from their living in
valleys, or from Dun and Moina signifying hills of
tin, both are of Pheenicean origin. Gale also con-
siders that the name signifies a hill of mines, Dun
Mwyn.

These tribes were more polished than the savages of
the interior, owing to their intercourse with the Phee-
niceans and Greeks, who bartered their pottery, salt,
and brass, for the gold, silver, and more useful metals
of Devon and Cornwall, the pearls of the coast, and
the skins of animals; and they are said by Strabo to
have estimated the advantage of their traffic so highly,
that they used the most careful means to conceal the des-
tination of their voyages.

“ When erst Phazniceans crossed the trackless main,
For Britain’s secret shore, in quest of gain,

This desert wild sapplied the valued ore,

Aund Veotis isle received the treasured store.

B4
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It seems that these tribes waged constant and ran-
corous warfare with each other, so much so that the fron-
tier hills were for the most part surmounted by these
entrenchments or hill forts, to which they might retire
in extremity, or upon occasion suddenly rush upon
their unsuspecting foe. The Peak hill at Sidmouth
could formerly boast one of these, but it has now
fallen into the sea: Salcombe asecond: a third may
plainly be traced on the summit of Castle hill, Sidbury :
a fourth .above Wishcombe Park, called Blackberry:
and within twenty-five miles of Axminster are the re-
mains of nearly thirty; marking the division of the
Morini and the Danmonii, and indicating the jealousy
with which they regarded each other, In a work en-
titled ¢ The British and Roman remains in the vicinity
of Axminster,” Mr. James Davidson assigns to the
Morini, extending from the sea coast northward, the
forts of Hawkesdown, Musbury, Membury, Lambert’s
Castle, Pillesdown Pen, and Hamhill; and to the
Danmonii, Woodbury, Sidbury, Bellbury, Black-
berry, Hembury, Dumpden, and Neroche, Some
assert that these forts were thrown up by the Romans,
during their progress towards the subjection of the
country; their relative situations, and different me-
thods of encampment, will however enable us pretty
accurately to determine between them. The Romans
invariably erected their fortifications in the form of a
quadrangle, each side having an entrance in the
centre of the wall, and their routs of communication
from one place to another were malgré bongré, rivers
and mountains in a direct line, The Britons on the
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contrary threw up their entrenchments according to
the shape of the summit of the hill, and their roads
were skirting the sides. Yet it is generally allowed
that the Romans did occupy those thrown up by the
Britons, (as has been partly proved from the old coin
which has been dug from among them,) but only as
temporary encampments. Such, with the remains of
old Roman and British roads, are the only trophies
now existing in these parts indicating the wars of our
ancestors. May we not say with Mrs. Hannah More

««) War! what art thou?
At once the proof and scourge of man’s fall’n state.
After the brightest conquest what appears

Of all thy glories? For the vangnished, chains!
For the proud victor, what?»

Having stated by whom Devonshire (and of course
Sidmouth ) was peopled in the earlier ages, we shall
confine ourselves to what appertains to this little spot
alone, passing over a long long lapse of years, Welearn
from ancient writings that Sidmouth in the thirteenth
century was a borough town, and a port of no incon-
siderable size, Sir William Monson in his naval tracts
asserts, that in the reign of Edward the third, Sid-
mouth had to furnish three ships and sixty-two mari-
ners upon forty days warning, for ifs quota towards
the fleet of 1100 sail. This it had to do annually if
required, for fifteen days at its own expence, and the
remainder of the time at the cost of the king. Risdon
likewise in his survey of Devon, written in the time
of Charles the second, states, * Sidmouth is one of

=
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the especialest fisher towns in this shire, and serveth
much provision unto the eastern parts, whereupon its
principal maintainence consisteth, but in times past
a port of some account, now choaked up with chisel
and sands by the vicissitudes of the tides,””  This last
observation was deemed inaccurate by the Rev. J.
Evans, A. M. who states, as the Harbour was certainly
not formed by any inlet of the sea, it consequently
could not be filled up by an accumulation of marine
substances. The fact is, the land to the westward of
the town formerly projected far beyond its present
boundary, into the sea, and probably formed a bight
bay, or natural pier, within which vessels sought
refuge in time of danger. This suppesition is the
more plausible, as immense rocks are now seen at low
water, stretching far from the point just mentioned in
a southern direction, and pointing out to the observ-
ing eye, an eligible basis for the re-erection of such a
work. It is said, that when the inhabitants of this
place were no longer able to take refuge in stormy
weather among their own native rocks, they set on foot
a liberal subscription towards a quay at Torquay; and
hence their vessels in time of distress, take shelter
there without paying the customary port duties which
are exacted of all others,

Sir William Polein his collections for Devon, circ.
A.D.1630, informs us that ““Sidmouth, where the little
river Sid runneth into the sea, is a small market town,
and hath been famous for fishing.”> We are told by
the venerable Bede, that the south Saxons were ig-
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norant of the art of fishing, until they were instructed
by Wilfred, Bishop of York, and his followers, who
took refuge in their country A, D. 676. ¢ Thougha
dreadful famine raged, the people could not catch any
thing but eels. The Bishop collected all the eel nets,
and sent his own servants to the sea and caught fish.’
( Bede Hist. eccles. vol. iv, chap. 14, quoted by Dr.
Henry, vol. iv. page 99.) This appears strange, as the
Romans were well acquainted with the art, and Bri-
tish oysters were in high esteem at Rome.

In more modern times, Sidmouth not only supplied
all the neighbouring towns with the small fry that peo-
ple the ocean, but its inhabitants were largely con-
cerned in the Newfoundland fishery; in which lucra-
tive but freguently hazardous employment, many
considerable and some large fortunes have been accu-
mulated. This branch of commerce is now entirely
neglected; and so completely has Sidmouth changed
its character, that its gradually decreasing - race of
fishermen do not supply even the consumption of the
place itself, but it is indebted to Brixham on the west,
and Beer on the east, Tradition tells us that the Pil-
chard fishery, that great source of national wealth,
was once carried on to a great extent by the natives of
Sidmouth: that its hardy sons with every returning
season sought their finny stores, and pursued them
along the coast of Cornwall, round the Scilly isles,
and even up to the northern shores of their native
country.  Unhappily two succeeding unfavourable
seasons overtook them, their boats were all cast away,
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their crews overwhelmed in the ocean returned no
more ; where the bustle and gaiety of business had
adorned every countenance with smiles, nothing was
seen but sable weeds, nothing was heard but sighs
and lamentations ; the spirit which had animated this en-
terprising spot was quenched at once, and of all its
former celebrity, nought remained but the apparatus
in which its merchandise had been prepared for the
market,

Occasionally however vast multitudes of the finny and
scaly nations are caught opposite the town, and
during the season it is no very unfrequent occurrence,
for from five to ten thousand mackerel tc be brought to
shore at a single haul of the seine. At such periods to
survey the fishermen at their employments, and the
fruit of their labour, is interesting: the eye is rivetted
by the diversity of tints, the ever varying colours, the
silver white shaded by purple dyes alternately fading
to a light green, and a thousand variations marked
with exquisite delicacy produced by the agonies of dis-
solution, or as humanity hopes, by simple muscular
contractions of the expiring inhabitants of the liquid
world.  Soles, Salmon peel, red Mullet, John Dories,
Turbot, Pipers, Gurnets, and Brills, are the fish
most commonly brought to Sidmouth. The shell fish
are Crabs, Lobsters, Shrimps, and Prawns,

Of late years Sidmouth has been rapidly increasing;
numerous detached villas have been erected, sheltered
from the colder winds, and rendered suitable in every
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respect for the residence of families who seek the ad-
vantages of a mild and temperate climate, without
saying in the words of the poet

¢ My pative land, good night.”

Towards the close of the year 1811, an engineer was
employed to make drawings, and estimate the expense
of a Harbour, which it was proposed to form in a
meadow called the Ham, through which the river Sid
flows into the sea. The necessary drawings and esti-
mates were prepared, meetings were called upon the
subject, and the sum of £11,800. was subscribed to-
wards carrying it into execution, it having been re-
solved unanimously, that the same was feasible and
would be advantageous. Amongst other resolutions
were the following, viz, that Mr. Crockers’ estimate,
founded on Mr, Fawckner’s plan, amounting to the
sum of £15,352, 2s, 1ld, having been submitted, be
approved: and that in case the plan be carried into
effect, Mr Charles Dalby be the contractor for the
work. It soon appeared however that this plan had
powerful opponents, who suggested (and with good
reason ) that the western end of the beach afforded a
more eligible situation for a harbour than that fixed
upon by these resolutions. The friends of the design
were divided, and, as has in a multitude of instances
been the case, it was lost in a conflict between differ-
ent and clashing interests; for which should rather
be substituted clashing opinions; for it is submitted
that the interests of all classes would be promoted by
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the proposed harbour. Whatever adds to the facility
of trade, benefits the gentleman equally with the man
of business, and occasions a greater influx of visitors
and residents; adding, not merely to the dealings of the
tradesman, but to the social and friendly intercourse of
the resident gentry, with those of equal standing in
society from different parts of the kingdom,

On these accounts Sidmouth is at this time (1836, )
much indebted to several gentlemen of this place, who
(at a great personal sacrifice,) are making exertions
to promote this important object. It has indeed
been affirmed by some individuals, that to con-
struct a harbour at Sidmouth would be to change the
character of the place, as a genteel and inviting retreat
for visitors. It is granted that in the immediite vicin-
ity of the harbour, would be a scene of bustle and
business not hitherto witnessed in this delightful water-
ing-place. But it is confidently asserted, that the
proposed harbour will not be of suflicient extent to do
more than add to the life and entertainment of those
who shall prefer to walk that way; and that many
will do so as a part of the amusement of every
day there can be but little doubt. The mind of
man is so constituted, that, while a day or two’s
retirement is delightful on emerging from a great city
inland to a sea-side refreat, yet he is soon found to
be in quest of scenes that are moving and varying;
and hence is glad to quit the view that at first delighted
him from his window, which perhaps commanded the
wide ocean, the sublime cliff, and the fruitful vale, but
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