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COMMISSION

VISITING THE UNIVERSITIES OF ABERDEEN, 1836,

WILLIAM the FOURTH, by the Grace of God, King of Great Britain and
Ireland, Defender of the Faith. To all just Men te whom these Our present
Letters shall come, greeting : Whereas We, considering that Commissioners were
appointed by His Mujesty King George the Fourth on the Twenty-third Day of
July and Twenty-eighth Day of September, in the Year One Thousand Eight
Hundred and Twenty-six, and by Us on the Twellth Day of October, One
Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty, for the purpose of inquiring into and
remedying the defects that existed in the Laws, Statutes, and Usages by which
the several Colleges and Universities in Scotland were regulated, and of examining
the Rentals and Hevenues of the said Universities and Colleges, and Management
thereof, and for various other Purposes, as sIae'ciﬁEd in the Commissions wherehy
the said Commissioners were appointed. And whereas the said Commissioners
have made o Report to Us; and whereas it is desirable to aseertain what abuses still
exist and prevail in the Universities of Aberdeen notwithstanding of the said
Report, and in what manner such abuses may be best remedied, and what further
improvements may be introduced into the said Universities of Aberdeen; and
whereas it would greatly tend to prevent delay in making the necessary inquiries in
I.'Eg;u'd to the same, and in introducing such improvements into the said Universities
as may be deemed expedient, that Commissioners should be appointed by His
Majesty for the said Universities of King's College and of Marischal College,
Aberdeen.  And considering that it is Our undoubted Right and Prevogative to
name Visitors and Commissioners to inquire into the said Matters, and to remedy the
Im:gularitjas or Deficiencies that exist in the said Universities, therefore We have
nominated, constituted, and appointed, like as We, by these Presents, nominate, con-
stitute, and appoint, Our Higlll Trusty uqtl Right Well-beloved Cousin and Coun-
cillor 7Filliam George Earl of Errol, Knight of the Most Ancient and Most Noble
Order of the Thistle, and Our Trusty and Well-beloved .Alevander Bannerman,
Esquire, J¥illiam Juek, Doctor of Divinity, Principal of King’s College, Aber-
deen, Daniel Dewar, Doctor of Divinity, DPriucipal and Professor of Clurch
History in Marischal College, in the said University, Jokn Cuninghame, Esquire,
Our Solicitor-General for Scotland, John Abererombie, Doctor of Medicine, Reetor
of the said Ulli'-’ﬂl‘:—:itj’ of Marischal {Ju]lrgﬁ, Aberdeen, FFillian Anderson, Clerk,
and Alevander Earle Monteith, Esquire, to be our Commissioners for visiting the
Universities of Aberdeen, authorizing them to meet within the Buildings of both or
either of the said Universities of King's College and Marizchal College, Aberdeen,
on the Twenty-ninth Pay of December next ensuing, at One o'Clock Afternoon,
and thereafter by adjournment or otherwise, at what time or times, place or places,
they shall think fit to appoint, with power unto them, or any three or more of them,
as Our Commissioners in that behalf, to visit the Universities of Aberdeen. And
We hereby authovize the said Commissioners, or their Quorum, to cite the Prin-
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iv COMMISSION.

cipals, Professors, Regents, and Masters, and others bearing Office in the said
Universities, to appear personally before them at such time or times, and under such
certification in case of disobedience, as to the said Commissioners shall seem expes
dient; and to examine them as to all matters and things that may be deemed
necessary for the purpose of enabling the said Commissioners to earry inte effect
the objects of the Commission hereby entrusted to them ; and in particular as to all
matters or things regarding the granting of Degrees in the different Faculties in the
said Universities, the Management and Ordering of the said Universities, the manner
of Teaching therein, and everything else relating thereto, as well as to all matters
or things regarding the Property and Funds, Rental or Revenues of the said
Universities, or Management of the same ; the Laws, Privileges, Immunities, Bur-
dens, Fabrics, and Libraries thereof ; the Fees of all descriptions exacted from
the Students therein; the Foundations, Mortifications, and Donations bestowed
thereon ; the Powers, Jurisdietions, and Privileges of the Chancellor, Vice-Chan-
cellor, Rector, Dean of Faculty, Professors, and all other Members and Office-
bearers therein ; the University and Faculty Meetings thereof, as well with respect
to the Government, Poliey, and Discipline, as to the Management and Disposal of
the Revenue thereol; the mode of electing or choosing the said Officers; and to
decide and determine all Controversies, Pleas, and Disputes which shall have arisen
in regard to the Rules for granting Degrees, or upon whatever allegation, ground,
or cause whatever; and further to do all other things belonging to the Office of
Commissioners for visiting Universities or Colleges by the Law or Custom of
Scotland.  And We further specially authorize and require the said Commissioners,
or any three or more of them, having due regard to the Report of the Commissioners
above mentioned, uIIIIE}l]‘]tL‘Ei |':!.‘ his late I'lfajt‘.sij Gnnrgn-_ the Fourth, aml ll}" Us of
the dates above specified, and the Evidence taken by them, to inquire into and
report to Us whether there ave any of the Professorships or other Offices of the
said Universities or Colleges which have become Sinecures, or in regard to which
the Duties enjoined on the Professors or other Office-bearers by the Charters,
Foundations, or Regulations ol the saild Universities have not leen performed by
the Professors or Office-bearers, and what remedy ouglht to be provided for such
cases where they shall be found to exist; whether the said Universities, or any
body therein elaiming a right to the Administration or Management of the Property
and Funds thereof, or of any part of the same, have, since the date of the Report of
the Commissioners above mentioned, duly or unduly administered the Property or

Funds of the said Universities, or any part of them, or made Payments, Appro-

priations, or Distributions of the same contrary te the Foundations, Charters, and
Regulations of the said Universities ; or whether anything has been done or omitted

in regard to the same, inconsistent with the duty of the said Universities as Admi-

nistrators thereof ; and whether the Debts of the said Universities or Colleges

have been inereased or diminished during the said period ; and whether the Pro-

perty and Funds of the said Universities have increased or diminished during the

same 5 and, in the event of any Abuses being found to exist in the premises, as to

the best method of remedying the same, and preventing their continuance in time
coming ; as to the Patronage and Mode of Appointment of the Principals or Pro-

fessors, and other Office-bearers, in the said Universities; and how, and in what

manner, the same has heretofore been exercised; and as to the best Mode of
remedying any Defects that may be found to result from the existing Modes of
Appointment to the same; as to the completeness and efficiency of the Curriculum

as presently fixed in each of the Facultiés of Theology, Law, Medicine, and Arts

in the said Universities, and of the Modes of Teaching the several Branches of the

same ; and as to the propriety and expediency of instituting New Professorships in
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any of the said Faculties, and of abolishing any Professorships which may be
useless and unnecessary, or of substituting other Professorships in their room ; and
as to the necessity of granting Endowments to any New Professorships to be insti-
tuted ; and as to the best Mode of providing of such Endowments from the existing
Funds and Property of the said Universities or otherwise, And We further
specially authorize and require the said Commissioners, or any three or more of
them, to take into their consideration how far it would be for the benefit of the said
Universities of Aberdeen, and for the advancement of Science and Learning, that
the University of King's College and the University of Marischal College should
be united into one University ; and in case they shall be of opinion that such union
ought to take place, they shall submit such Regulations as they shall deem proper
for the accomplishment of such Union, and the Management of the Affuirs of the
United University. And further, We hereby authorize and require the said Com-
missioners, or any three or more of them, having regard to the Reports of the
foresaid Commissioners of Visitation, to make such Regulations in relation to the
Government, Discipline, and System of Education in the said Universities of Aber-
deen, and the Management and Distribution of the Funds thereof, as they shall deem
most conducive to the Improvement of Education in the said Universities, and to
the beneficial Administration of the Aflairs of the same, and as shall be consistent
with the Laws and Government of Church and State as by Law established, it
being hereby declared that none of the said Commissioners shall be entitled to vote
in any matter in which he shall have a personal or patrimonial interest. And it
being also hereby declared that, before the said Commissioners, or any three or
more of them, shall proceed to make any such Regulations, an opportunity shall be
given to the Senatus Academicus and Professors of the said Universities, in the
first instance, to take into consideration the Affairs of the same, as well in relation
to the System of Education and Teaching therein, as to the Administration and
Funds thereof ; and for this purpose it shall be competent for the said Senatus
Academicus and Professors to prepare, and at any time, within the period of Six
Months from the Date of this Commission, to submit for the consideration of the
gaid Commissioners such Regulations founded en the Reports of the forezaid Com-
missioners of Visitation, but under such modifieations or omissions as may appear
expedient for the future Regulation and Management of the said Universities as to
the said Senatus Academicus and Professors shall seem best caleulated to promote
the prosperity of the Universities as places of Education and the advancement of
Science and Learning. And the said Commissioners, or any three or more of
them, if they shall think fit, are hereby empowered to call upon the said Senatus
anid Professors to afford such information and explanation in relation thereto as they
may require, And the said Commissioners, or any three or more of them, are
empowered and required, upon consideration of such Regulations, and having
regard to the Reports of the foresaid Commissioners of Visitation, to adopt such
Regulations in whole or in part, and to frame such further or other Regulations, to
the effect aforesaid, as they shall think fit and expedient ; and, failing the Senatus
Academicus and Professors so submitting such Regulations within the said period,
the said Commissioners, or any three or more of them, are hereby authorized and
empowered to proceed in framing such Regulations without the necessity of con-
sulting the said Senatus Academieus or Professors in I'l‘g-'lr'il to the same. And
We further hereby authorize and require the said Commissioners, or any three or
more of them, to make Reports to us [rom time to time on the matters thus
entrusted to them, setting forth the state of the said Universities or Colleges in
reference to the premises, and the Rules, Statutes, and Ordinances which the said
Commissioners may propose to be established therein, and suggesting any further
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Improvements in the said Universities which the powers hereby conferred may be
deemed not sufficient to sanetion.  And when such Rules, Statutes, and Ordinances
shall have been approved by us, they shall be inserted in a Book or Books, to be
signed by the said Commissioners, or any three or more of them, which Book or
Books shall be lodged with our Clerk Register of Scotland, for the end that the
same may be preserved among the Public Records, and a Duplicaic thereof shall
be sent to the said Universities of Aberdeen, and such Rules, Statutes, and Ordi-
nances shall therealter be observed in all time coming in the said Universities of
Aberdeen, until altered or revoked by the authority of Us, Our Heirs or Successors,
and this notwithstanding any prior Rules, Laws, or Customs to the contrary.
And we deelare that this present Commission shall continue and endure during
Our own pleasure only, and until We shall think fit to revoke the same under Qur
Royal Sign Manual ; and, il not sooner revoked, shall cease and be determined so
goon as the purposes hereinbefore expressed shall be Mmmpﬂslmﬂ. In testimony
whereof We have commanded to be appended to these Presents Our Royal Seal,
appointed by the Treaty of Union to be kept and used in Scotland in the vice and
place of the Great Seal of the same, at Qur Court at Saint James's, the Twenty-
third Day of the Month of November, in the Year of Our Lord One Thousand
Eight Hundred and Thirty-six, and the Seventh Year of Our Reign.

By Warrant of a Signature superseribed by the Sign Manual of
Our Sovereign Lord the King.
Written to the Seal, and Registered the Sixteenth Day of
December, One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty-six.

ALEXANDER M. BELL, Swb.

Sealed at Eilii]hurg]], the Sizteenth D.'q,r of December,
in the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and
Thirty-six.



COMMISSION

FOR
VISITING THE UNIVERSITIES OF ABERDEEN, 1837.

VICTORIA, by the Grace of God, Queen of Great Britain and Ireland,
Defender of the Faith. To all just Men to whom these Presents shall come,
greeting: Whereas our Royal Predecessor, William the Fourth, King, by his
Warrant or Commission for expeding Letters Patent, under the Seal appointed by
the Treaty of Union to be kept and used in place of the Great Seal of Scotland,
dated the Sixteenth Day of December, in the Seventh Year of His Reign, nomi-
nated, constituted, and ordained His Right Trusty and Right Well-beloved Cousin
and Councillor, fFilliam George Earl of Frroll, lnight of the Most Ancient and
Most Noble Order of the Thistle, and His Trusty and Well-beloved, Alevander
Bannerman, Esquire, FFillion Juelk, Doctor of Divinity, Prineipal ol lﬂng’a
College of Aberdeen, Daniel Dewar, Doctor of Divinity, Principal and Professor
of Church History in Marischal College, in said University, Joln G:r#ﬁﬂgﬁfmif,
Esquire, Our Solicitor-General for Seotland, Juln Abererombie, Doctor of Medi-
cine, Rector of the said University of Marischal College of Aberdeen, JFilliam
Anderson, Clerk, and Aleaander Earle Monteith, Esquire, to be His Commis-
sioners for visiting the Universities of Aberdeen; granting authority to them to
mect within the buildings of hoth or either of the said Universities of King’s Col-
lege and Marischal College of Aberdeen, on the Twenty-ninth Day of December
last, at One o'Clock Afternoon, and thereafter by Adjournment, or otherwise, at
what time or times, place or places, they should see fit to appoint ; with power to
them, or any three or more of them, as His Commissioners in that behalf, to visit
the Universities of Aberdeen.  And We, considering that the said Letters Patent
or Commission by the late King, granting to the said Commissioners Powers of
Visitors, for the purpose of exercising His Royal Prerogative, have fullen, or may
have fallen, on account of the decease of the late King, of Blessed Memory ; and
whereas it has further graciously pleased Us to approve of the design of the said
Constitution of Visitors of the Universities of Aberdeen, and We have resolved to
commit to the said persons the said office of Visitors, with all the powers before
granted to them by the late King, and for the same designs and purposes: there-
fore We have nominated, constituted, and ordained, like as We by these Presents
nominate, constitute, and ondain, the said William George Earl of Ervoll, Alexander
Bannerman, William Juck, Daniel Dewar, Juohn ﬂuniﬂgfmme, Jokn Aber-
crambie, JFilliam Anderson, avd Alevander Earle Menteith to be Our Comimis-
sioners for visiting the Universities of Aberdeen, granting by these Presents unto
the said Commissioners all the powers and faculties conferred on them by the
Letters Patent or Commission first recited, with full power to them to do what
they are required by these Presents: to proseeute and complete their proceedings
foresaid, in all respects as if the said decease of the late King had never happened ;
and with full power to the said Commissioners to meet at what time or times,
place or places, they shall see fit to appoint 3 with power unto them, or any three
of them (that number being a quorum), as Our Coninissioners in that behall, to
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visit the Universities of Aberdeen. And We by these Presents authorize the said
Commissioners, or their quorum, to cite the Principals, Professors, Regents, and
Masters, and others bearing office in the said Universities, to appear personally
before them at such time or times, and under such certification, in case of disohe-
dience, as to the said Commissioners shall seem expedient; and to examine them
as to all matters and things that may be deemed necessary for the purpose of
enabling the said Commissioners to carry into effect the ulljm.:ts of the Comunission
hereby entrusted to them ; and in particular as to all matters or things regarding
the granting of Degrees in the different Faculties in the said Universities, the
management and ordering of the said Universities, the mode of teaching therein,
and every thing else relating thereto; as well as to all matters or things regarding
the Property and Funds, Rental or Revenues of the said Universities, or Manage-
ment of the same; the Laws, Privileges, Immunities, Burdens, Fabrics, and
Libraries thereof ; the Fees of all descriptions exacted from the Students therein ;
the Foundations, Mortifications, and 1onations bestowed thereon ; the Powers,
Jurisdictions, and Privileges of the Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor, Rector, Dean of
Faculty, Professors, and all other Members and Office-Bearers therein ; the Univer-
sity and Faculty M'EEiings thereof’; as well with respeet tothe Government, Poliey, and
Discipline, as to the Management and Disposal of the Revenue thereof ; the mode of
electing or choosing the said Officers ; and to decide and determine all Controversies,
Pleas, and Disputes which shall have arisen in regard to the Rules for granting
Degrees, or upon whatever allegation, ground, or cause whatever; and further to
do all other things belonging to the ofice of Commissioners for visiting Universities
or Colleges by the law or custom of Scotlund. And We further specially autliorize
and require the said Commissioners, or any three or more of them, having due
regard to the Report of the Commissioners appointed by King George the Fourth,
and by the late King William the Fourth, for visiting the Universities and Col-
leges of Scotland, and the evidence taken by them, to inquire into and report to
Us whether there are any of the Professorships, or other offices of the said Uni-
versities or ﬂﬂ]]i‘.:.::{'}:, which have become sinecures, or in regard to which the
duties enjoined on the Professors, or other Office-Bearers, by the Charters, Foun-
dations, or Regulations of the said Universities, have not been performed by the
Professors or Oflice-Bearers, and what remedy ought to be provided for such cases,
where they shall be found to exist; whether the sald Universities, or any body
therein claiming a right to the Administration or Management of the Property and
Funds thereof, or of any part of the same, have, since the date of the Report of the
Commissioners above mentioned, duly or unduly administered the Pmpnrt}r ol
Funds of the said Universities, or any part of them, or made payments, appropria-
tions, or distributions of the same, contrary to the Foundations, Charters, and
Regulations of the said Universities; or whether anything has been done or omitted,
in regand to the same, inconsistent with the duty of the said Universities, as admi-
nistrators thereol; and whether the Debts of the said Universities or Colleges have been
inereased or diminished during the said period ; and whether the Property and Funds of
the said Universities have increased or diminished during the smme, and in the event
of any abuses being found to exist in the premises, as to the best method of remedy-
ing the same, and preventing their continuance in time coming, as to the Patronage
and mode of Appointment of the Principal and Professors, and other Office-Bearers
in the said Universities, and how and in what manner the same has heretofore
been exercised, and as to the best mode of remedying any defects that may be
found to result from the existing modes of appointment to the same; as to the
completeness and efficiency of the Curriculum as presently fixed in each of the
Faculties of Theology, Law, Medicine, and Arts in the said Universities, and of
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the modes of teaching the several branches of the same; and as to the propriety
and expediency of instituting new Professorships in any of the said Faculties, and
of alolishing any Professorships which may e useless and unnecessary, or of
substituting other Professorships in their room ; and as to the necessity of granting
Endowments to any new Professorships to be instituted ; and as to the best mode
of providing of such Endowments from the existing funds and property of the said
Universities or otherwise. And We further especially authorize and require the
gaid Commissioners, or any three or more of them, to take into their consideration
how far it wonld be for the benefit of the said Universities of Aberdeen, and for
the advancement of Seience and Learning, that the University of King's College
and the University of Marischal College should be united into one University,
And in case they shall be of opinion that such Union ought to take plice, they
shall submit such regulations as they shall deem proper for the accomplishment of
such Union, and the management of the affairs of the United University. And
further, We hereby authorize and require the said Commissioners, or any three or
more of them, having regard to the Reports of the foresaid Commissioners of
Visitation, to make such regulations in relation to the Government, Discipline and
system of Edueation in the said Universities of Aberdeen, and the management
and distribution of the funds thereof, as they shall deem most conducive to the
impmrrmcut of Education in the saidl Universities, and to the heneficial
Administration of the affairs of the same, and as shall be consistent with the Laws
and Government of Church and State as by Law established : it being hereby
declared that none of the said Commissioners shall be entitled to vole in any
matter in which he shall have a personal or patrimonial interest ; and it being also
herely declared that before the said Commissioners, or any three or more of them,
shall proceed to make any such regulations, an opportunity shall be given to the
Senatuz Aculemicus and Prolessors ol the r‘ui:f Universities, in the first instance, to
take into consideration the affairs of the same, as well in relation to the system of
Fadueation and teaching therein, as to the Administration aml Funds thereof. And
for this purpose, it shall be competent for the said Senatus Academicus and Pro-
fessors to prepare, and, at any time within the period of six months from the date of
this Commission, to submit for the consideration of the said Commissioners, such
regulations founded on the Reports of the foresaid Commissioners of Visitation,
but under such modifieations or omissions as may appear expedient for the future
regulation and management of the said Universities, as to the said Senatus
Acndemicus and Professors shall seem best ealenlated to promote the prosperity of
the Universities as places of Eduecation, and the advancement of Science and
Learning.  And the sail Commissioners, or any three or move of them, if they
shall think fit, are hereby empowered to eall upon the said Senatus Academicus
aml Professors, to aflord such information and explanation in relation thereto, as
they may require.  And the said Commissioners, or any three or mare of them, are
empowerad and required, upon consideration of such regulations, and having
regarl to the Reports of the foresaid Commissioners of Visitation, to adopt such
regulations in whole or in part, and to frame such lurther or other regulations to
the effect aloresaid, as they shall think fit and expedient ; and failing the Senatus
Academicus and Professors so submitting such regulations within the said period
the sail Commissioners, or any three or moece of them, are lwn-h:,' authorized and
empowered to proceed in framing such regulations, without the necessity  of
consulting the sard Senatus Academicus or Professors in regard to the same,
And we hereby further authorize amd require the said Commissioners, or any three
or more of them, to make Reports to us from time fo time on the matters thus
entrusted to them, setting forth the state of the said Universitics or Colleges, in

I



x COMMISSION.

reference to the premises, and the Iules, Statutes, and Ordinances which the said
Commissioners may propose fo be established therein, and suggesting any further
improvements in the said Universities, which the powers hereby conferred, may be
deemed not sufficient to sanction.  And when such Rules, Statutes, and Ordinances
shall have been approved by Us, they shall be inserted in a book or books, to be
signed by the saidl Comunissioners, or any three or more of them; which book or
books shall be lodged with Our Clerk-register of Scotland, for the end that the
same may be preserved among the Public Records, and a duplicate thereof shall be
sent to the said Universities of Aberdeen, and such Rules, Statutes, and Ordinances
shall thereafter be observed in all time coming in the said Universities of Aberdeen,
until altered or revoked by the authority of Us, Our heirs or suceessors, and this,
notwithstanding any prior Rules, Laws, or Customs to the contrary. Amd We
declare that this present Commission shall continue and endure during Our own
pleasure only, and until We shall think fit to revoke the same under Our Royal
Sign-manual, and, il' not sooner revoked, shall cease, and be determined so soon as
the purposes hereinbeflore expressed shall be accomplished.  In testimony whereof,
We have commanded to be appended to these Presents Our Royal Seal, appointed
by the Treaty of Union to be kept and used in Scotland, in the vice and place of
the Great Seal of the same, at our Court at St. James's, the Second day of
October, in the year of Our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty Seven,
and of Our Reign the First Year.
By Warrant of a Signature superseribed by the Sign-manual of
Our Sovereign Lady the Queen.
Written to the Seal, and Registered the Twenty-fourth day of
October, One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty-seven.

ROGER AYTOUN, C. D.

Sealed at Edinburgh, the Twenty-fourth day of Oectober,
in the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty-
SEVEIL

JOHN CHRISTISON, Deputy.
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UNTO THE QUEEN'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY,

Having been appointed Commissioners for visiting the Universities of Aberdeen,
by a Commission issued by his late Majesty King William, dated the 23d day
of November 1836, and by a Commission issued by your Majesty, dated the
2d day of October 1837, we proceeded without delay, in the discharge of the
duties committed to us, to im.rrntigﬂtt} the varions subjects which we were directed
to inquire into and report upon to your Majesty. These investigations are
numerous and complicated, and have not yet been fully completed, but they are
in such a state of forwardness as, we trust, may enable us to lay the results before
your Majesty at an early period.

Among the subjects into which we are directed to inquire, the expediency of
uniting the two Universities of King's College and Marisehal College holds a pro-
minent place.  The Commission «* specially anthorises and requires the said Com-
“ missioners, or any three of them, to take into their consideration how far it
# would be for the beneht of the said Universities of Aberdeen, and for the advance-
“ ment of science and learning, that the University of King's College and the
“ University of Marizchal College should be united into one University ; and in
“ case they shall be of opinion that such Union ought to take place, they shall
* submit such regulations as they shall deem proper for the accomplishment of
“ such union and the management of the affairs of the United University.”

We are further directed, among other things, to inguire into * the completeness
“and sufficieney of the Curriculum, as presently fixed in each of the Faculties of
“ Theology, Law, Medicine, and Arts in the said Universities, and of the modes of
“ teaching the several branches of the same, and as to the propriety and expediency
“of instituting new Professorships in any of the said Faculties, and of abolishing
* any Professorships which may be useless or unnecessary, or of substituting other
* Professorships in their room, and as to the necessity of granting endowments to
“ any new Professorships that may be instituted, and as to the best mode of pro-
“viding for sueh endowments from the existing funds and property of the said
“ Universities or otherwise,”

We soon found that the question of the union of the Universities was not only
of paramount importance in itsell, but that it necessarily affected the views we
might form, and the suggestions we might feel called upon to make to yvour
Maujesty in reference to the particulur subjects above-mentioned, as well as to
varivus other subjects embraced by the Commission. We resolved therefore to
proceed to the eonsideration of it in the first instanee, as being in its nature
E‘H“Hlill:u’}" to any Hl.lggv:-ilil::lri.h: for it1l|rl'm‘itl_~_'|' e system of education 1 the

niversities of Aberdeen ; and having formed an unanimous opinion on the sub-
Jject, we have availed ourselves of your Majesty's gracious permission, to report
“ from time to time,” humbly to zubmit to vour Majesty the proceedings we
adopted, and the conelusions to which we have come in regard to it.

Having been directed by your Majesty’s Commission to have due regard in all
our |1I'ﬂd!l.‘:l':{“.]lg!i to the Hi"mrt of the Conmmissioners ;L'Ehpi_ﬁ:nl{'tl to vizit the Univer-
-Eiﬂl.".'\' ol Hl‘.ﬂtl:lllll, IJ'!." their late r}l.'ljl'!'itlli‘.ri ]"|,|||g Hunrgu IV, and ]\:i!lf_l" Williaam IV,
mn the years 1526 and 1830, and to the evidence taken by these Conmissioners,
our first step was to apply to the Secretary of State for the Home Department for
copies of that Report and Evidence, with which we were promptly furnished, and
which we have carefully amd maturely considered.

; The Commission further direeted, that, before we should procecd as Commis-
sioners to propose any regulations in regard to the government of the Universities,
an t!|J|Il1I‘ll:||1il:|,- should e ;,:'iw'li to the Sepatug Academiens aul Professors of each
of the Universities to take the whole ailiirs of the same into their consideration,
aml at any time within the period of six months from the date of the Commission,

B2

Introduction.

Union, preliminary,

Proceedings of
Commissioners.



Plan of Union by
former Commis-
sioners.

Cireumstanees
under which il was

prop

4 FIRST REPORT OF THE

to submit to us such regulations, founded on the Report of the previous Commis-
sioners, as might appear to them expedient for the future regulation and manage-
ment of the Universities. Accordingly we, at the first meeting held by us, directed
notices to be given to the Senatus Academicus of each of the Universities that the
Commission had been issued, and at the same time furnished each of the Univer-
sities with a copy of the Commission, partieularly directing their attention to the
clause alluded 1o, and inviting them to accompany the regulations to be proposed
by them with such suggestions, in regard to the prineiples of an Union and the mode
of carrying those principles into effect, as might appear to them most conducive to
the interests of education in the Universities of Aberdeen.

The University of Marischal College within the prescribed period submitted
to us a system of regulations, compreliending a plan for the Union of the Univer-
sities, and containing many important suggestions which we have maturely con-
gidered, and {rom which we have derived much valuable assistanee. The Univer-
sity of King's College, however, took no notice of our communication, and has
neither submitted any system of regulations or plan of union, nor assigned any
reason for the omission.

The former Conmissioners of Visitation having expressed an unanimous opinion
n favour of the expedieney of uniting the Universities, and having in the Report
wiven in by them suggested a plan for carrying the Union into effect, we considered
it to be our duty, before proceeding further, to take that plan, as well as the
evidence on whieh it was framed, into our mature consideration.

For the detuils of the plan suggested by those Commissioners, we take the
liberty of referring to their Report, in which it is embodied. From that document
it appears that they proposed to unite not only the Universities, but the Colleges ; to
deprive the members of those Colleges of the power to manage and administer
their respective funds and property, and to invest the same in a University Court ;
to institute one set of Professorships in each of the Faculties of Theology, Law,
Meidicine, and Arts; to fix the seat of the united University at King's College, the
buildings of which were proposed to be added to for the purpose of affording. the
necessary accommodation, and the site of Marischal College to be sold in aid of
the funds required for that purpose.

It humbly appeared to us, upon considering this plan, that it involved some
principles which, besides being of questionable expediency, were caleulated to
excite, and had excited, much opposition in various quarters, while they were not
by any means necessary to an efficient union of tJllc Universities. But inde-
pendently of these considerations, to which we shall have oeeasion to advert more
particularly in the sequel, we found that cireumstances had so materially altered
since the period when that plan was proposed, as to have made it, in some of its
most _'1|1|1|-u|'t:mt features, inapplicable to the existing state of things in the Uni-
versities,

The eireumstanees under which the plan of the late Commissioners was proposed
may be best stated in the language of their Report, which we quote the more fully
as it embodies certain general views in 'i'l'l]it'[li it will be seen that we entirely
m'.it]uium'u. “ Belore forming any opinion as to the regulations required for the
“ Universities of Aberdeen there 1s a preliminary question which it is necessary to
“ consider. There are two Universities in Aberdeen, King's College and Maris-
“ ehal College, the former sitnated in Old Abendeen and the other in the new eity
“ ol ;"LlH‘.l':IJ.'l':t, tlm distnnee between ﬂ]-:m T llt:ing more than a milL‘. The snne
“ branches of education are taught in each, and each of them has its separate Pro-
‘ fessors.  The propriety of uniting the two establishments into one University
“was at a very early period a subject of serious consideration.  In the reign of
“ Charles the First, a charter for this purpose was passed by the King, and con-
“firmed by an Act of Parliament. It appears, however, that this Act had not
* been earried into effect, or at least that the two establishments continued to Le
“ practieally distinet.  During the course of the last century various proposals
“ were made, at different times, for uniting them. After deliberate consideration,
“ we are decidedly of opivion that it is highly expedient that a Union should take
“ place. By this measure the system of instruction might be rendered more
“ extensive and complete ; and in particular a full Medical School might be
*“ established, the importance and probable suecess of which appear to Le strongly
“ supported by the evidence before us.  Some apprehensions have been expressed by
“ the Professors that by the union the number of the students in the several elasses
“ would become inconveniently great: but we are satisfied that there is no real

** [oundation for these appreliensions.  For although we believe thzt the Univer-
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sity, when united, might be rendered a complete seminary ol instruction for
the inhabitants of the northern parts of Scotland, we see no ground for expecting
that the number of students attending any of the classes would ever becoms so
great as to present any obstacle to the most efficient system ol education.

“ A union of the same nature, and on the same principles, was effected, about
the middle of the last century, of the separate Colleges of St. Leonard’s and St.
Salvator's, in the University of St. Andrews, with perfect success. The mode
followed in that ease might be adopted in the present, and there would be little
difficulty in providing for existing interests, umf in adjusting the endowments in
the manner which such a union may require.

“ There is at the same time a practical consideration of great importance, which
strongly supports the conclusion to which we have come on this subject. “The
Marquis of Lansdowne, then one of the principal Seeretaries of State, transmitted
* to us, by command of MHis late Majesty, an application made to Government in
“ behalf of Marischal College on the subject of the dilapidated condition of the
buildings of that University, desiring us to take the matter to our considera-
tion, and to report our opinion thereupon. The committee of visitors who
attended the special visitation of the Universities of Aberdecn inspected those
buildings, .':|.|1.-:|I they further examined professional gentlemen in regard to the
state of them. From the evidence of those gentlemen, it appears that they con-
sidlered the buildings as too ruinous to admit of repair, without an expense m‘illal.l
to that of an entirely new edifice. The Commissioners present at the visitation
were quite satisfied of the correetness of that evidence.  We are, therefore, of
opinion that, if’ the proposed Union of the two Universities shall not be earried
into effect, it will be necessary to construct, ata very great expense, new build-
mgs for Marischal College, with accommodation for a lmulir.u.l schovl. On the
other hand, if & Union does take place, the site of the United University ought
to be at Khlg's College, where considerable additions and extensive repairs have
recently been made, partly by a grant of money from Government, and partly by
private subscription. In all probability, therefore, if this plan should be adopted,
full accommodation would be afforded by moderate additions to the buildings of
King's College, and it would then only be further necessary 1o provide the
smaller buildings required for the Law and Medical classes, which ought to he
taught in .:Ururﬁt'un, &ec. It is material also to observe, with reference to this
matter, that the large area now lelonging to Marischal College, which is nearly
in the centre of New Aberdeen, may be very advantageously disposed of.”
Sinee the date of that Report upwards ol £23,000 have been oldained for the
purpose of rebuilding Marischal College, of which about £15,000, including
a =sum of interest, was a Royal Grant, the remainder raised by private subseription ;
and buildings for University purposes on a very extensive and judicious plan are
in the course of being erected on the site of Marischal College, and are already
in a considerable state of advancement,

This important change of circumstanees, added to the consideration that the
plan proposed by the former Conunissioners involved o greater degree of inter-
ference with charters and vested rights than, in our humble opinion, was necessary
to attain the end in view, satisfied us of the propriety of re-considering the whole
subiject, and we were confivimed in this by a very strong feeling which, in the
course of our investigations, we lal found to prevail in both Universities against
Iniany ﬂr the ll:ill:lill;_: [eatures of ihi: ||.]'r|.r| uf [.‘niuu rul'mm']!,-' |j:1,t|::|_1$¢:11,

Bat, although couvineed of the impracticalility under existing circamstances
of the precise |l|=ll1. |H."||I|J-usi.‘::1 by our 1;1‘{'1}1!0&:&:5:"‘#, we saw no reason to doalt the
sounduess of the general conclusion to whieh they had come as to the propriety of
uniting the two Universities. On the contrary, we have formed a very clear
opinion from the evidence that was taken before them, and from the reasons stated
1 their Report, that the Union is a measure of essential importance to the interests
of education in the North of Seotland,

In the course of the investigations which we were called upon to make, for
the purpose of enabling us to mature a plan of Union to be submitted to Your
Majesty, applicable to existing eireumstances, we found, with regret, that means
had been used to create a strong opposition in many quarters to any union what-
BV, ilj’ persans who were anxions to lIE:Tmlr' the ]Il'l'h‘l,‘l.ll. syste. This, added to
the great variety of opinions that were expressed, and the number of conflicting
interests with which we had to deal, mude it neeessary for us to proceed with the
{.:I'I::Jl!:-‘i-l I’-illlﬁﬂl'l,. ELIH], it |]i|.kh'i|i]t', 1o devise a ||i.-m which should be 1*“11‘10“1 for the
public good, and, at the same time, interfere as little as possible either with the
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interests or prejudiees of any class of the community. With this view, we resolved
to examine the whole of the Professors of both Universities, a course from which
we derived great advantage, for, while we were favoured with a variety of im-
portant suggestions from many who were friendly to the principle of an Union,
we had the objections brought before us in a definite and tangible form by those
opposed to it, and were thus enabled to estimate the weight that was due to these
objections better than we could otherwise have done.

After the most mature consideration of the subject, and weighing the evidence
derived from these varions sources, we are unanimously of opinion in favour
of the prineiple of uniting the Universities, which was so strongly recommended
by the late Commissioners, althongh the plan of Union which we have to"propose
differs from theirs in some of its leading leatures.

Belore submitting the details of that plan to Your Majesty, it may be proper to
advert shortly to those circumstances in the present condition of the Universities,
which are most essential to be kept in view in considering the expediency of an
Union, and to the principal dificulties with which we had to combat in framing a
plan for uniting them.

Under the former head, we shall satisfy ourzelves with a general statement, refer-
ring for more minute details to the very [ull Report of the former Commissioners,
excepting in so far as any alteration of cireumstances has taken place since the
date of that Report.

There are two Universities in Aberdeen, which are distinet from each other,
and each of which elaims and exercises the rights of an independent University.
They were founded at different periods and by different persons, and each compre-
hends a College, endowed from separate and distinet sources.  King's College,
which was originally founded in the year 1494, 1s situated in Old ﬂl!&l‘ﬂﬂuﬂ, which
lies to the north of the modern city.  Marisehal College was founded in the year
1593, and is situated in New Aberdeen.  The distance between the two Colleces
is somewhat more than a mile. The population of Old Aberdeen is understood to
be about 2,000, and that of New Aberdeen to be upwards of 45,000, although,
from the mode in which the last census was taken, we have not the means of
stating this precisely. The population of the latter is rapidly inereasing, while the
lm}miuliuu of the former has long been stationary, if not retrograding.

Ihe number of Students, exclusive of Medical Students, attending King's Col-
lege, annually on an average of the last ten years, has been 365, The number,
also exclusive of Medieal Students, attending Marischal College annually on an
average of the same period has been 357, A large proportion of the Students
frequenting King's College are derived from the neighbouring counties, and from
the north of Scotland, generally, the greater number of whom reside in Old Aber-
deen. The Students attending Marischal College, derived from the city of New
Aberdeen, have their residences there.  Upwards of one-half’ of the Students in
Arts attending Marizchal College come from the country, and these also reside,
with few exceptions, in New Aberdeen.

The 'rmlmull income of King's College for the year 1536 derived from their
enidowments, independently of certain annual grants from the Crown, amounted
to the sum of £1,215. 135 44, while the annual value of its grants from the
Crown amounted to £1,148. 6s. 8d.  The average annual value of the endow-
ments of Marischal College, independently of certain annual grants from the
Crown, amounted for the same year to £1,088, 25, Gd., while the annual value of
the grants from the Crown amounted to £550. Gs. 84,

The number of Bursars connected with Ring's College, according to the returns
made to the former Commissioners in 18326, was 128, amd the annual amount paid
to them from funds bequeathed or mortified for their support was £1,643. The
number of Bursars connected with Marischal College, according to returns made
at the same period, was 101, and the annual amount paid to them from funds
begueathed or mortified for their support was £1,111.  There have been some
variations on the amount of the Burse funds since 1826, which shall be specified
in our future Report; but it is unnecessary to enter into any detail of them at
present, as they are of small amount, and not such as can at all affeet the elements
of the question as to the expediency of an union.

The buildings of King's College, which were considerably added to in the year
1827, are in a tolerable state of repair, and, generally speaking, sufficient for the
accommodation of the Students frequenting it.  The old buildings of Marischal
College are in such a ruinous condition as to require to be taken down, but new
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buildings are in the course of being erected on the same site, on an extensive seale,
sufficient not merely to accommadate the proper Students of Marischal College, but
also to afford accommodation for a Medical School, whicl has for some years been
tmlg]lt in New Aberdeen, by Lecturers appointed from time to time by both
Universities, under the direction of a joint Committee,

The University of King’s College contains the following Professorships :— Professorships.
I'I‘illﬂipﬂ.l.
Professorship of Divinity.
Professorship of Humanity.
Professorship of Greek.
Professorship of Logie and Moral Philosophy.
Professorship of Natural PililﬂFﬂllh}".
5 Pl‘ulir.*mi'#hip of Mathematics,
8. Professorship of Oriental Languages,
9. Professorship of Civil Law.

lﬂ: Professorship of Medicine.

=TS0 N 00 B0

The University of Marischal College contains the following Professorships :—
Principal.
Professovship of Divinity.
Professorship of Church Iistory.
Professorship of Greek.
Professorship of Moral Philosophy.
Professorship of Natural Philosophy.
Professorship of Mathematics.
Professorship of Medicine.
9. Professorship of Chemistry.
10. Professorship of Oriemtal Languages.
11. Professorship of Natural and Civil History.
The Principal of King's College, who must be a Licentiate in Theology, does
not teach any class. The Principal of Marischal College, who must also be a
Licentiate in Theology, does not teach any class as Prineipal, but the present
ineumbent delivers Lectures upon Church History, which Professorship he holds
separately from the office of Prineipal, the Professorship having been instituted by the
Crown in 1833, with an anoual salary of 504, The Professorship of Medicine in
King’s College has degenerated into a sinecure, no Lectures having, for a long
course of time, been delivered by the ineumbent ; while the Professorship of Law Sinecures.
in the same College is also virtually a sinecure, there having been no attempt made
for many years, on the part of the incumbents, to lecture, and the present ineum-
bent, though willing to lecture, not having been able to form a regular class,
although, during the present season, a few students have attended a wuﬁ{]}r lecture,
for which no fee is exacted.
While such is the state of the Universities of Aberdeen, in regard to the means
of education afforded by them, we may state, in passing, our concurrence in the
Rﬂml‘t of the previous Commissioners, that towands a complete system of education
on the principles adopted by the Scottish Universities, the following Professorships Professorships
at least are necessary. required.

1. A Principal.

1O e e B0 0=

Theology.
. A\ Professorship of Divinity or Systematic Theology.
- A Professorship of Divinity and Biblical Criticism.
- A Professorship of Clureh History.
- A Professorship of Oriental Languages.

& 1O
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6. A Professorship of Law.

Medicine.

7. A Professorship of the Theory and Practice of Physie.
8. A Professorship of Anatomy and Surgery.
9. A Professorship of Chemistry.
0. A Professorship of Materia Medica.

- A Professorship of Botany.

1
11
12. A Professorship of Midwifery.
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Arts.

13. A Professorship of Moral and Political Philosophy.

14. A Professorship of Logic and Rhetorie.

15. A Professorship of Natural Philosophy.

16. A Professorship of Mathematics.

17. A Professorship of Natural History.

15. A Professorship of Greek. .
19, A Professorship of Humanity.

From these details it appears, first, that while there are two distinet Universities
in Aberdeen, each teaching certain branches of learning, and having a separate
Professor in those hranches which are taught in common, each of the Universities
is deficient in certain ]’ruh_:-:.mrslupn which the other possesses ; secondly, that each
University is defective in the means of teaching the neeessary branches of learning
in the different Fuculties, particularly in the departments of Theology and Medicine ;
thirdly, that if the Universities are to remain separate, there is no prospect, without
large additional endowments, of either of them being able to afford the means of a
([]]'Illlli'lf_, University education; and, fur{r!f;{;, we may add, that even could these
necessary endowme nts be obtained, t!w*c i no reasonable prospect of the attendance
of a sufficient number of Students, especially in the Faculties of Theology, Law,
and Medicine, to render it desirable to have two Schools in those branches of learn-
m-v m Alwer :Iv il

Eve n in the Faculty of Arts, whicl is the least defective of all the Faculties, the
defects in both Universities are considerable. These defects lave obliged the Professors
to have recourse to ﬁrxpudi:t]th which, however praiseworthy under the eircumstances,
are necessarily imperfect.  For examyple, in King's College, Natural History andl
Chemistey are taught by the Professor of Latin, an arcangement in itself anomalous,
and which eannot be otherwise than prejudicial ; while in Marischal College,
Humanity and Law are taught by Lecturers who are not on the foundation, and
have no voice in the Senatus Academicus, and are consequently without that weight
and influenee which are of inportance to the proper discharge of their functions.

But if each of the Universities, as at present constituted, is deficient in the means
of instruction in the Faculty :}l Aurts, the deficiencies in the Faculiies of Theology
and Medicine are more :unn;m*mm*

The Faculty of Theology in exch is confessedly so defeetive, that it has been
found necessary in pr.u'hr:u for Students of Divinity to attend the Leetures at both
Universities; and as there is no proper division of the different branches of
Theological Study among the diflerent Prolessors, and no regulating and control-
ling power o ensure such an arrangement of the plasses and of the order of
huu ling as should be most advantageous to the Students, they may be obliged to
attend double sets of Lectures on the same branch of study, while they are deprived
of the advantage of instruction in other branches ﬂltufﬁ.lhcr —an evil w Illt'lh the
evidence shiows to be by no means visionary, but to be of great practieal amount.

The deficiencies in the Faculty of Medicine are still .t__rt'.m—‘r L the present state
of Medical Seience one Pl‘lrh'siul'*-lllp i each Tniv z-n-'uh.r is inadequate, il not alte-
gether nugatory and useless.  Aecordingly, in King's College no attempt has been
II.]drlt e many years to teach any branch of : Medieine, .u]il the Profeszorship of
Medieine, which is one of the best endowed in either of the Colleges, has degene-
reted into a sinecure.  Ani attempt has been made to supply th-: %klli!“lﬂ;‘ﬂ"ﬂd
deleets in this Faculty by the appointment of Lecturers,  These Lecturers, who all
teach in New Aberdeen, are appointed under the inspection of the two Universities.
But the system works ill.  In the words of an intelligent witness, in hiz examina-
tion before the late Conmission,—* Were there but one University, and the Facul-
“ ties of Medicine united, the consequence would be, that there would be a com-

-

-« plete control over the Medical School ; at present thq*t'e iz none whatever. The

 way in which the business of the Me dical School is carried on at present, is by
“a ]u.nl Medieal Committee from the two Universities. They meet and recom-
mend eertain things to the two Colleges, and ten to one but every one of those
measures is overthrown ; and there 15 besides no authority whatever that exists
which can make it imperative upon the Medical Lecturers to do one thing or
“ another. I consiler that the Medical School here is likely to get on, were it
“ not for t!n-a great obstacle, and would be of very essential benefit to the
« University.”

The defects in the Fae ulty of Law we regard of much less importance, as, con-
sidering the situation of Aberdeen, there i is no reason to expect that a School of
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Law ean be suceessfully formed there; nor do we think that there would be any
advantage in attempting more than the delivery of a course of Leetures upon the
Municipal Law of Scotland. At present, the Professorship of Law in King's
College is virtually a sinecure, and the only regular course of Lectures that is deli-
vered in either University is by a Lecturer within the buildings of Marischal
College, who derives his appointment from the Faculty of Advocates in Aberdeen,
and who is neither upon the foundation, nor a Member of the Sepatus Academicus.

It appears to us that a stronger practical testimony could not be borne to the
imperlect state of the means of instruction in these Universities, and to the imprac-
ticubility of making each a complete Seminary in itsell with the present lunds,
than the course which has been pursued in reference to the Faculties of Theology
and Medicine, and which amounts to a virtual union of the Universities, in so far
as these Faculties are concerned, although on prineciples exceedingly defective, and
calculated to deprive the public of many advantages that might result from a more
Jjudicious arrangement, which would at onee secure an eflicient and well-organized
system of discipline, and hold out greater encouragement both to Professors and
Students, by inereasing the respectability of the establishments, and consequently
the value of the honours to be conferred by them.

While the Universities, as separate establishments, have not the means of
affording a full course of education for any class of Students, there are other dis-
advantages attending these institutions, as they at present exist, even in reference
to the branches ol literature and science for which Professorships are now esta-
blished.  In one view it may be thought that, from the vicinity of two establish-
ments for edueation, so near each other as the two Universities of Aberdeen,
a salutary rivalry would take place which would aet as a stimniis to both to adopt
the best system of public instruction. To a certain extent this may be the case,
and it may afford an argument for keeping the Colleges separate and distinet.
But we cannot help regarding the circumstance of each of the Colleges being
allowed to continue 1nvested wath University powers, as having a tendeney to lead
to an opposite result.  Where certain privileges or honours are to be procured by
attendance on Universities situated like those of Aberdeen, there is a risk of
Candidates striving to obtain them at the cheapest rate; and hence a temptation
in small and poorly-endowed seminaries, depending in a great measure on the
number of their Students, to bestow those privileges and honours under a scanty
and imperfect system of edueation. The most effective check upon such an abuse
appears to us to be to transfer the University powers from the separate Colleges,
and to invest those powers in these Colleges combined.  This, by itroducing one
standard of attainments for procuring University honours, would tend to prevent
the risk that has been alluded to, while increased value would be given to those
honours by the greater dignity and weight of the body by whom they would be
conferred.

In these cireumstances we were deeidedly of opinion that there was great
room for improvement in the Universities of Aberdeen, both in the extent of
the education afforded by them, in their system of discipline and manage-
ment, and in the value of the degrees to be conferred by them. In consi-
dering how that improvement could be most effectually promoted, we had to
choose between two alternatives, either to recommend to your Majesty to make
such provision as might be required, to extend and perfect the means of eduecation
in each of the Universities, or to recommend a Plan of Union that might ensure a
complete system of education from their junction. We cordially conenrred with
the lormer Commissioners in adopting the latter of these alternatives, both as being
attended with much less expense to the publie, and as being, independently of that
eonsideration, better caleulated 1o raise the standard of education—Ito increase the
{lifnily and weight of the University by affording greater inducement to men of
talent to become Professors—to make the honours conferred a f!ighu:r ulriq--_'.t of
mnl{itiﬂu to the Students—and to alleviate or remove what one of the Professors
Uf]ﬂl"l_!;‘ﬁ 'Uu"cgu represents “as o jl_‘!!l]"ll!i l'ilf:ulr!,' between the Institutions which
“* extends to the towns in which they are situated, and is now in some measure
* hereditary, and which renders the love of victory stronger perbaps than higher
* sentiments.”

But although we had no difficulty in adopting the principle of Union, we
encountered many difficulties in applying that principle, in consequence of the
numerous prejudices that had been excited, and the conflicting interests which
required to be considered. We found, however, that most of the persons who were

Advantages of
Union.

Exilence ol Dr.
Fleming, Appendix,
. 30,
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opposed to an union, founded their opposition ugnu reasons which, when analysed,
did not apply to an Union generally, but to an Union upon certain principles which
they assumed to be necessary elements of any plan that could be devised. In par-
ticular we found that a great proportion of these reasons were directed against
certain features in the plan that had been proposzed by the former Commissioners,
which, whether right or wrong, had excited alarm in the minds of the witnesses,
and which did not appear to us to be by any means necessary towards an effective
p]ﬂrl of Union.

All the ohjections urged against Union of the Universitics which are deserving
of atteation 1Ly [T t‘-ll!lllr.lﬂ".l under o very few lieads,

Alleged violation of  One objection, which was very strongly urged, was, that the union of the two

imh-;wml:tui. 1 niversities ucl.i‘L:::.-anril!,-' involved & violation of Foundation Charters and
Deeds of Endowment, as well as an infringement on the vested rights of indi-
viduals.  Considering that the foundation Charters of both Universities proceed on
the narrative of its having been the oljeet of their Founders to promote Religion
and sound Learning in the North of Seotland, we were not disposed to attach much
importanee to this ohjection as directed against a plan which was elearly ealeulated
to further those ends.  'We were moreover dizposed to think, that where the rights
of present incumbents are preserved entire, such an argument against legislative
interference for the publie good, with trusts constituted for the publie benefit, was
not entitled to any weight.

It appeared to us, however, very desirable to avoid, as far as possible, raising any
(uestion that was open to serious difference of opinion, especially where it could be
{ED!ILH without injury to the object in view. Influenced by this consideration, and
by the general inexpediency of unnecessary innovation, we endeavoured to devise a
plan which might overcome this objection. In the plan to be submitted, accord-
ingly, we have ventured to differ from the former Commissioners, who recom-
mended not only an Union of the two Universities into one University, but an Union
also of the Colleges, so as to merge their property anid endowments into one common
stock, to be administered, not by the members of the separate Colleges, or in terms
of their Foundation Charters, but by an University Court vested with an unlimited
control.  While we have proposed an Union of the two Universities, we have also
sugoested that the Colleges shall remain distinet and independent, to the effeet of
each continuing to hold its separate property, to be managed and administered
within itsell, by the members on its foundation, in terms of its Foundation Charter
anid other rights.

Aunother obstacle to the Union was the difficulty of arranging the site of the united
University.  Each College was naturally attached to its own locality, and unwill-
ing that the seat of the University should be transferred to the other. This diffi-
culty was much increased by the conflicting interests of the inhabitants of Old and
New Aberdeen. A great proportion of the houses in Old Aberdeen are occupied
as lodging houses by the Students attending King's College, and the value of the
property in that quarter depends mainly on its vieinity to that College, thus giving
the inlabitants a material interest that the College should be kept up. It was in
evidenee moreover, that a very general attachment to Old Aberdeen existed among
a considerable elass of the inhabitants of the North of Scotland, not only from
the greater antigquity of itz College, but from its retired situation making it a more
desirable residence for their sons than New Aberdeen, in which young men living
apart from their families were thought to be exposed to more numerous tempta-
tions. Oun the other hand, the inhabitants of New Aberdeen, a large and
rapidly inereasing eommercial town, objected to the necessity of sending their sons to
the distanee of Oll Aberdeen, possessing, as they do, a University with adequate ae-
eommadations within their own bounds, It appeared to us that these objections were
not altogether unreasonable on either side, amll we considered it of importance that
the Plan of Union to be submitted should be framed on such ||ri|1-::il:u]:m as might
reconcile the interests of both parties and remove any fair ground of complaint by
either.  The former Commissioners hud recommended King's College as the site of
the United University, but the change of cireumstances that has been already
adverted to, has indueed us to deviate from this recommendation, and to submit a
plan which, while in point of locality it divides the different branches of learning
to be tanght as equally as may be between Old and New Aberdeen, makes the
buildings of both Colleges available for the purposes of the United University, and
seeures the additional advantage of enabling parents to attach their sons to either
College and to regulate their residence accordingly.
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A third ohjection to the Union, and one which was very strongly pressed by
many of the witnesses examined, was, that an Union, by doubling the size of the
classes, would increase them to such an extent as to make it impossible that they Size of Classes..
should be taught to the same advantage as at present, especially if’ the system of
examination so strongly recommended by the late Commissioners was to be enforeed.
Although it appeareil to us that the alarm on this subject expressed by many of the
Professors who were examined was mueh greater than was warranted, we were so
deeply impressed with the great advantages of the system of minute and thorough
examination, as to be averse to recommend any measure that might risk an inter-
ference with it.

We were fully satisfied, however, that in the Faculties of Theology, Medicine,
and Law, in winch the Stwdents are principally tanght by lectures, the probable
inerease of the number of Students would not be attended with any practical disad-
vantage, and that, under proper 1'¢g:|lutinm=, the system of examination mi;_:'ht L
carrvied on in 'lllum with l,-.!fll']'{fn{:}f, On Ihtr olher I!itthl, the |r|!J_jl.‘.u1‘.i|r!l a|||u_'.iln=:ll 1
us to have great weight as regarded the Classes of Latin, Greek, aml Elementary
Mathematics, in which the system of teaching is essentinlly different, and such as
is caleuluted to prevent a teacher from elliciently conducting the tuition of more
than a comparatively limited number of pupils. While we resolved, therelore, to
recommend the institution of single Professorships in the Faeulties of Theology,
Medicine, and Law, we concurred in thinking it desirable that there should be
double Professorships in Latin, Greel, and Elementary Mathematies, We came
to this conclusion in the knowledge of the faet, that larger Classes in these branches
than it is at all likely will exist in the United University are tanght by single Pro-
fessors, both in Edinburgh and in Glasgow. But wlhatever may be done by
teachers of great energy, we had no hesitation in thinking that, in general, large
Classes in these departments of learning are attended with manifest disadvantages,
and are amongst the greatest evils of the University Svstem of Secotland, as tending
to prevent the formation in early youth, of those intelleetual habits which are the
most important objects of education, and the acquisition of that acewrate scholar-
ship which is the best foundation for the more advanced studies of o University,

;n regard 1o certain other Classes in the Faculty of Artz, viz., Natural Philo-
sophy, Logic, and Moral Philosophy, we lelt greater difficulties.  We should have
been disposed, on the whole, to have recommended Single Professorships in each of
these branches as being capable of being taught to larger Classes without inconve-
nience, and as the increased size of the Classes would, by affording greater encou-
ragement have tended to secure the services of more distinguished men as Professors ;
but we found that the obstacles to such an arrangement were so formidable as to in-
duce us to abandon the idea of III':L]{iIIg it an element n the plan to be proposed.

In addition to the objections which were strongly urged by many of the Pro-
fessors, on the ground of the dangers likely to result from the increased size of
the Classes, we found great practical difficulty in regard to the locality in which Loeality of Teach-
these branches should be taught.  On the one hand, it was represented as a hard- 908
ship, and as ineurring an unnecessary consumption of time, that the Students in
the Faculty of Arts residing in New Aberdeen should be obliged to resort to Old
Alberdeen for any part of their instruetion, while, on the other hand, it was repre-
sented as an l.!rluni hardship on the Students residing in Old Aberdeen 1o he
ﬂ|11]'gw| to resort to New Aberdeen. (_.'mlz-'ill:!'i'in:-_:' that the distanee between the
two “h”l'gﬂ'ﬁ 15 not gre'.:l.h'.r than the distance which a I;ll‘__!._l{l:'. |u1h|m|.‘liu|[ of the
Students in every great town have to oo for their instruction, this did not appear to
us an nsuperable difienlty,  We were disposed to think that the Classes eon-
neeted with Moral Science might have been tanght with advantage within the
buildings of King's College, wud those connected with Physical Science within the
buildings of Marischal College.  But we found this to be =0 strongly opposed by a
great proportion even of those who were friendly to the principle of a Union, that
we were obliged, however reluctantly, to abandon it, and to recommend the institu-
tion of double Classes in those branches, one to be taught within the buildings of
each College. We cannot Lelp, however, expressing a hope that at no distant
period, it may be found practicable to unite them, with the full consent and appro-
bation of all interested, and to have only one Professorship, in each of the branches
last referred to in the United University.

-"‘HIII'JIJg the Ullj(’ﬂtinllﬁ 1Ir;_;1.'l] |r].l the opponents ol an Uiliml1 there was one which, Expense of Educa-
although much dwelt upon, and very unsparingly used to exeite popular prejudice 1o
on the subject, did not properly apply to the union of the Universities, but to the

C2
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more perfect Currieulum which that union might afford the means of introducing,
viz., that it will have the effect of Ilarnﬂlﬁlnf_{, the expense of edueation, and thus
1|r:|rt,u.||.1:r excluding from the Universities a class of persons who, under the present
gystem, are able to attend them.

On thi= subject we concurred with the former Commissioners, in thinking it
of great importance that the benefits of the education afforded by the Universities of
Seotland should continue to be as widely diffused as possible. It has hitherto
Leen one of their characteristic features, that they have placed the means of a
liberal education within the reach of a 1.II'LJH portion even of the humbler classes
of society.  The system has gradually ad: l.|rlL[| itzell to the wants and habits of the
people, and has been cmmcntT:-, suceessful in the objeets it has sought to attain, and
we deprecated any changes that wonld have the effect of unnecessarily exeluding any
class of society from its benefits.

On the other hand, we felt that regard must be had to the advance of science as
well as to the progress of society, .mll to the inereased diffusion of the elements of
knowledge among all classes through the medium of the press.  We did not agree
with those who considered this as an evil. On the contrary, we regarded it asa great
good, but we felt that it called for exertion to maintain a cor n.spmuhng improve-
ment in the higher education of the country. The most effectual means of pre-
venting any ev s to be ¢ apprehended from the general diffusion of knowledge amon
the ]mu]nlv appeared to usto be, to raise the standard of that higher education w ]m:F
the Universities alone are ealeulated to afford. We could not sympathize with
those who, under pretence of promoting the interests of education among the
hunibler elasses, would retard its progress in the Universities, and we 1'Err'lr[|t'd it as
a very poor defence of an imperfeet system of University Edueation, thatit is neces-

sary fo keep it so, in order that it may be placed w ithin the reach of all elasses of

society.  Such a doetrine, though virtually advoeated by some of the Professors who
were examined, appeared to us to be inconsistent at once with the interests of
learning and seience, and with the prineiples on which society is constituted. But
while we entertained these npiuium- we were fully alive to the great importanee of
not inereasing the expense of education beyond what is absolutely necessary, and
we lmmumui to think, that it was the duty of Government, to “contribute to so
desirable an end,

It wonld be out of place to enter into the subject of the expediency of the State
endowing Universities, but we feel bound to express our conviction, that whatever
may be the ease in richer countries, it is out of the question to expect that, in a
country hike Scotland, the higher branches of learning ean be w ulcl:, diffuzed, and
their ]"ruli SROTE lfll"flll-ttﬂ'l:." Eupp wrted at preser ni, i.ﬂllimlt a certain amount of
enconragement from the State.  The Government of this country has practically
ackirow |: il Hlll this |u‘1lu.!11|l. |r'l. llmllltlﬂ' such -fer.ii. to the ITI!IU("'!"EIHI_',H of Scotland
from time to time as their exigencies n*qulrml Itis true that those grants have
been made with a sparing h.u;:i but the results have been most encouraging, and
we know not any mode in w Im,h a comparatively trifling expenditure of public
money can be made productive of such extensive be nefit to the country. Im-
]n-q-wu[ witl these views, we have ventured to recommend such a moderate addi-
tion fo the endowments of the Colleges as may enable the Professors to keep the
fees to be exacted from the ""‘"EII'I'JI. anits so low as not to offer any unnecessary ob-
stacle to the benefits of an improved University Education being enjoyed as
extensively as heretofore.

We have been the more encouraged to adopt this course from the smallness of
the sum requived, when compared with the magnitude and importance of the object
to be attained, and by the consideration that we are not recommending the intro-
duction of 4 new |!LLtIi.!I|l]I", or that a principle alrendy recognized, should be acted
upon beyond the cxigencies of the case.

Without meaning lu detraet from lIlf*Juul cliims of other Universities, we may
remimd your ‘II,1|¢--.t], that the Universities of Aberdeen are peculiarly smmtﬂl the
greater proportion of the Students being derived from the northern and more re-
mote parts of the kingdom, and from a class of the population to whom the expense
of a University l_:jlur..nllun, even on the most moderate scale, is a serious burden,
We are anxious to impress the neecessity of small additional endaw ments, because it
appears tous that, without them, one of two alternatives will probably tukﬂlmm,—-
either the system of education in the Northern Universities will retrograde, or at
Jeast cease to keep pace with the progress of science ; or it must entail such an ex-
pense upon the Students, as will virtually exclude a large class of persons who
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have hitherto partaken of its benefits, a result which not only would excite much
popular discontent, but which, in point of public expediency, it iz most desirable to
avoud.

The only other oljection tothe Union of the Universities which we deem it neces- M]mf-iéﬂuw to
sary to notice, is one to which we should not have adverted but from respect to King's College
the quarter from which it emanated. We give it in the words of the Rev. Dr,
Mearns, by whom it was advanced :—* The scheme of Union of the Colleges into  Appendix, p. 36.
“ one University may be considered as indirectly introductive of an incorporating
“ union, and, under the circumstances of the Colleges, could hardly I":Lill, at no
“ distant period, to lead to it. Marischal College, from its locality, particularly if
“ gertain pmpusml Medieal Pmﬁ'}a!nrs}ljpﬂ are added to its establishiment, must
* always be the more influential of the two. Its Students, furnished chiefly from
“ the town, could, without inconvenienee, submit to a more lengthened and expen-
“ sive Curriculum, preparatory to degrees, than could be accomplished by the
“ Students of King's College ; and various measures might easily be devised,
“ harmless in the one case and distressing in the other, whieh would silently and
“ gradually work the subversion of the wenker College,”

We could see no ground for the apprehension here expressed. It proceeds on
the assumption that, in any Plan of Union, a preponderance must be given to
Marischal College in the United Senatus Academicus, a result by no means neces-
sary, and which we have been eareful to guard against. But even assuming that
Marischal College had a preponderance in the United Senatus, it appeared to us
that there were no good grounds for the apprehension expressed by D, Mearns, that
a course of education might be preseribed, not inconvenient for the Students of
Marischal College, which would nevertheless be unsuitalle to the circumstanees of
the Students attending King's College. It cannot be supposed that the Senatus
Academicus, the members of which have an obvious interest in increasing the resort
of Students to the University, would propose any course of edueation which was
not called for by the progressive advancement of learning and science, and the
consequently growing demands of society for an improved education,  Such a
course of edueation, however, is evidently no more than King's College should
enforce, if it should remain separate.  We could not allow ourselves to believe that
the learned Professor intended to maintain the proposition that it was desirable that
]{illg'ﬂ ﬂu"{";_';:' should lave it in ils pesver Lo iwltract o certain elass of =twdents h}r
nﬂhl‘flil:g HE] ] il]ﬁ*l‘iﬂr elducation at a i_'hi'illlf"j_‘ rile, under the name of o ]'Ilih'l_'r:-il}r
E-IIm!iﬂiun. It was unl}' in l]lis,' P:Jinl of view that the 1-|tjﬁ::1iuti wis 1]|1.{‘r||igih]{-,
and we confess that it appeared to usto be by no means improbable that some such
state of things would result from the Universities being allowed to continue much
lUl‘Ii_:'l.":r S:!'im.l':th!, "“1]: 'I]II'! Iln!'ﬂ*nlir:n “f 1,I|[' Uh"‘l{“l:ﬂ 4‘\'“5 tl“""l'.l,! :l.l'i.?zi"g. WWie
concurred in thinking one of the strongest reascns for recommending that the
should be united. Besides this, in the event of the Universities bemg uui’lm}:
we saw no reason to appreliend that any thing in the relative position of the two
Colleges was likely to effeet any withdrawal of Students from King’s College
that might not equally, if not to a still greater degree, tuke place, should they con-
tinue fo he separate. The mumber apd value of the Bursaries ai [{iug‘.\: l:'-nllrg:-',
with which we have l]i:]'ll;_:hl it i:l‘:l?_\:]rl:{lirnl to interfere, of themselves affor] suflicient
sumlrit}r :t;:ilitlﬂ the Iti]l]l‘l.“l.]i'ill[l‘[l evil of the Students iu'ing withdrawn from it to
attend Marischal College exelusively.

Such having been the leading objections urged against the union of the Univer-
sities, we were unanimously of opinion that they were not only insufficient to coun-
terbalance the advantages to be derived from it, but that, while many of the objee-
tions were caleulated to enhance its necessity, a plan of union might be devised in-
volving none of the inconveniences or hazards that were apprehended.

After the most eareful consideration of the whole subject, we lnnbly recoms-
mend that the two Universities of Aberdeen shall be united ;11;:{1:!11Hug to the lol-
Iﬁwillg ]lJun, ViZ. - —

The two Universities to he united into one University, to be ealled < The United plan ol Union.
TTdniven:ity of Aberdeen,” to be invested with the |1r-1.-."1-|' of granting degrees, aml Universities to be
with all other University powers and privileges heretofore lm-.»-.ﬁ'l.‘:b.w':l by either of united.
t|1r.'_Univm-s"|.th=s. of King's College or Marischal College, or by any of the other
Universities of Seotland. :

]{ill_{:'-‘i UD"I"gP and Marisehal f,'u"i'gu to continue 5:11;“.‘;.11- na {!u“ﬂ;ms. for the
administration of their respective property and funds, but without University
powers, holding and administering their ]:u'u]u:ﬂ:.r and fonds in terms of their
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Colleges to con-  respective foundation charters and other rights, and applying the same in support
tinue separate. of Professorships to be continued on the foundation of each, and for the other
purposes provided for by their respective cliarters.

That the affairs of each College shall be managed and administered by the Pro-
fessors on the foundation thereof, to be named the * Council of ]{ii]g's CDHEEE"
and the “ Council of Marizchal College™ respectively, subjeet always to the inspec-
tion amd control, as alter mentioned, of the Rectorial Cowrt of the United Uni-
versity.

Professorships, That the United University shall consist of
A Principal, who shall also be one of the Professors of Theology.

Thealogy. A Faculty of Theology, comprehending
1. A Professor of Divinity and Systematic Theology.
A Professor of Divinity and Oriental Languages,
A Professor of Divinity and Chureh History.
A Professor of Divinity and Biblical Literature.
One of these Professors to be the Principal.

g 03 1D

Law. A Faeulty of Law, comprehending a Professor of Scottish Law.

Medicine. A Faeulty of Medicine, comprehending
1. A Professor of Anatomy and Physiology. To deliver a separate course
of Lectures on each of these branches of Medical Science.
. A Professor of Surgery.
A Professor of the Practice of Medicine.
. A Professor of Midwilery.
. A Professor of Chemistry.
. A Professor of Materin Medica.
A Professor of Natural History and Botany.

=1 L = 00 10

Arts, A Faenlty of Arts, comprehending Two Professors in each of the l'u]Iﬂwing
branches, with the exception of Intellectual Ihilosophy and Logice, viz.—
1, 2. Latin.
3, 4. Greek.
&, 6. Mathematies,
7, 8. Natural Philosophy.
9, 10. Moral and Political Philosophy.
11. Intellectual Philosophy and Logic.

ofte—To carry the prineiple on which we have proceeded into effect, we
onght perhaps to have recommended the institution of two Professorships of
Logic; but as there has not hitherto been a distinet l.l'{:lfl}h“ur!'ih.‘ll]'l of Logie in
either of the Universities, and as, in I'{'rt:"l]'ﬂl!l:i‘ll“]lg the institution of new Pro-
{eszorships, we thought it incumbent on us to recommend at present the most
economical arrangement, we have only proposed one Professor for this branch of
learming.

¥

How o be supplicd. That the Professorships of the United University shall be filled by the Pro-
fessors on the foundations of the Colleges of King's College and Marischal
College, to be arranged as alter mentioned, and by such additional Professors
as may be required over and above the Professors on the said foundations ;
such additional Professors to be University Professors merely, and to have no
interest im, or control over, the property or funds of either of the said

Collemes.
Classes, where Lo That the Classes in the Faculties of Law and Medicine shall e taught
bre taught. within the buildings of Marischal College, with the exeeption of Natural His-

tory and Botany, which shall be taught within the buildings of King's College,
as being nearer an appropriate site for a Botanieal Garden,

That the double Classes in the Faculty of Arts ghall be distributed between
both Colleges equally, one Class in each branch being tanght in the buildings
of King's College and another in the buildings of Marischal College.

That the Prolessor of Intellectual Philosophy and Logic shall lecture in
either or in both of the Colleges as he shall be directed and appointed by the
Rectorial Court.
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That the Theological Professors on the foundation of King's College shall
teach their Classes within the buildings of that College, and that the Prin-
cipal of the United University and the Theological Professor on the founda-
tion of Marischal College shall teach either in the building of Marizchal
Uull&g{- or of King's Gu“egrr, as they shall be directed by the Rectorial Court,
inthe exercise of the power alter mentioned.

For the Constitution of the United University we humbly recommend —  Coxsmiromion,

I. That there shall be a Chancellor, to be elected by the Senatus Academieuns, Chaneellor.
and to continue in office for life ; to be entitled to preside in all University meet-
ings, and to summon and direct Rectorial Courts to be held for the consideration
of any matters concerning the University.

That in the absence of the Chancellor and Reetor, the Principal shall pre-
side at the University meetings.

That the U!!'l'l.'!!rﬁil}' ml'ltlillgﬁ shall he {'ﬂtl'l'E!ll:JFl."fl of the Chancellor, of the Universily Meet-
Members of the Rectorial Court, of the Senatus Academicus, and of the Gra- M&%
duates of the present Universities and of the United University.

That these meetings shall only be assembled for the installation of the
Chancellor, for the induction of the Rector, and of the Prineipal and Professors
to their respective offices ; for the conferring of degrees granted by the Senatus
Academicus, and for the distribution of general prizes, at which the Students
shall be entitled to be present in places to be assigned to them by the Rectorial
Court.

I1. That the Senatus Academicus shall consist of the Principal and the Professors Senatus Academi-
of the United University. cus.

That the ordinary discipline of the University shall be vested in the Senatus
Academicus, whoe shall preseribe regulations, :Jc-ttur:lihg to whiely the several
Facultics ghall have power to maintain order and exercise diseipline amongst
the Students belonging to them respectively, an appeal being competent from
each Professor to his respective Faculty, and from each Faculty to the Senatus
Academicus; but an appeal to the Reetorial Court being competent only
from such deeisions of the Senatus Academicus as r{rlml: to the dismissal or
EKI‘]U]FiD[l of Students, or to depriving them of Bursaries.

"hat the Senatus Academiceus shall have the r]ghl of :llrpl}iniml'm, gnper-
intendence, and dismissal of the Librarians, servants, amd other subordinate
officers of the United University.

That in all meetings of the Senatus Aeademicns, the Prineipal, when pre-
sent, shall preside, and in his absence the senior Professor present.  The Pre-
sident to have both a deliberative and easting vote,

That the Senatus Academicus shall have power to originate and sugzest
any improvements in the internal system of the University, and to submit the
game (o the Rectorial Court lor its consideration.

That all examinations for degrees shall be conducted by the respective
Faculties to which the degrees hl:’lxung, under the superintendence and direction
of the Senatus Academicus, '

That the Principal shall have power at all times to visit and superintend
the several Classes, and that he shall have the g::lwnll il!ﬁlﬂ'l_‘.[iu" of the edu-
cation and discipline of all the Students. '

II1. That there shall be a Rectorial Court, in which the general superintendence Rectorial Court.
and government of the University shall be vested.

This Court to consist of

1. A Rector, as the head or President of the Court.

The Rector to be chosen by the Principal and Professors, by the Gra- Rector.
duates of the present Universities of Aberdeen and Graduates of the United
Uﬂl're:rs:lt}r, anil |]-j,-' the matriculated Students, :w{'nnlin_g to the mode ai present
adopted in Marischal College, with the exception that the Students are not 1o
vole by nations,

That the Rector shall continue in office for four years after the 31st December
!i'llhﬁtqll';nt to his election. The new Rector to be chosen on the first day of
HI'E1 session in which the former Rector goes out of office.  The Rector 1o e
again eligible 1o the same office.

'”“ft for the first election of Rector the Chancellor shall name the day
on which the Prim:ip'.l.] shall assemble a meeting for that object. ;
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That the Rector by acceptance shall undertake to perform personally the
duties of the office.

That the induction of the Rector shall take p]m:e within three months after
his election ; and that in the event of his not coming forward to be inducted
within that period, he shall be held to have ruurruﬂl and o new election shall
take place within two months thereafter, u]i'vmt b lIH}’ to be fixed by the Chan-
cellor, of which a month’s previous notice shall be publicly given.

That neither the Prine |]r:|'! nor the Professors in any of thl- Universities shall
[0 L]]L_‘J.IJ'IL to the affice of Rector.

2. The Prineipal of the United University for the time |I'ng

Assessors, 3. An Assessor not being a Principal, nor a Professor in any University, to be
nominated 'E!} the Senatus Aeademicns,

4. An Assessor, not being a Prineipal or Professor in any University, to be nomi-
mated I:} the Crown.

. An Assessor, not being o Prineipal or Professor, to be nominated by the

General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.

An Assessor, not being a Principal or Professor, to be nominated by the

President and Vice-Presidents of the Royal Society of Edinlurgh.

That each of the Assessors shall continue in office for the space of four
VEirs.

That the Assessor to be elected by the Senatus Academicus shall be chosen
omn the day fixed for the election of the Rector.

That the Assessors, to he nominated by the Crown, and the President and
Viee-Presudents of the Huhil =i In'l'l.' 0 ]ll]l!hurwll shall be chosen on or
before the 31st l]:l} of Dece ‘mber 1 I.I]]HH-II'I“" the elp |,1.Iut| of the Rector.

That the Assessor to be nominated by tlu;, General Assembly of the Church
of Seotland shall be chosen thllitlg l]ll first nu"q,imﬂ‘ of the J‘gssmuhly that
shall take place after the election of the Reetor.

That it shall be competent for the Crown, in the event of the General
Assembly, or of the President and Vice-Presidents of the Royal Society, or
both, negleeting or relusing to nominate an Assessor or Assessors within the
saill period, to appoint an Assessor or Assessors in their room.

Quortm. That four :‘-.]mlll be a quorum of the Court, and that the Court shall at all
times have power to adjourn.

Casling vole, &e. That the Reetor shall have an original and casting vote, and in his absence
the Members shall preside according to the above n}rd:-r, but without any such
double vote; and in the event of an equi ality of votes in the absence of the
Rector, the consideration of the matter before the Court shall he adjourned to
a day of which due notiee shall be given to the Rector; and if on that day
the Rector eanmnot attend, the ]:n":.iilmrv Member shall have an original and
mstmﬂ vide.

That the Principal shall not be entitled to vote in any matter in which le is
patrimonially interested.

That in the event of the death or resignation of the Rector during the afore-

Vacancies, said four years, the vacancy shall be filled up by a new :-Icrhurl, which shall
tike place within six months from the vacancy oceurring, on a day to be fixed
by the Chaneellor, of which a month’s previous notice b!]lll]. be publicly given ;
and that in the event of the death or resignation of any of the .rlssf-.wnrs,, the

acancy shall be supplied within six 11mut'[!5 by their respective constituencies ;
and in the case of the Assessor appointed |J-‘I.f the General Assembly, tl;u&
vacancy shall be a-um:]w:i by the first ;'Hﬂf:m]llv held after the vacaney shall
oeeir,

That persons so chosen, in consequence of death or resignation, shall continue
in office for the remainder of the period during which the party in whose room
they are chosen should have held office.

Powers of Rectorial The Reetorial Court to have power to review all regulations and decisions

Court. of the Senatus Aeademiens, and to be o Court of A'}l}&tl in every case connected
with the affairs of the TV I:il'lr{*r"-lt} uxre]ﬂmg as hereafter provided for ; to regu-
late the Currienlun from time to time in the several Faculties; to fix anil
regu].ﬂf— the fees in the several Classe LT receive anil llib[llml’ Uf all repre-
sentations or complaints from the bcn’ttllﬁ Academicus, Professors, Gra-
duates, Students, amd others, not inconsistent with the regulations for the
ordinary diseipline of the Uniwrsn]. . as hercinafter vested in the Senatus Aca-
demicus.

&n

.
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To have power to originate and carry into effect all improvements in the
internal system of the ﬁnimrtﬁ.t}' not inconsistent with the statutes of visita-
tion, after due communication with the Sepatus Academicus and with the
sanction of the Chaneellor.

To have power to appoint the Professor of Ln_{_lfit: to teach separate Classes
within the ]mii(lj;ng.-: of each of the Colleges of King's College and Marischal
Collewe as may be thought cb:)lri'.tlil:'!lt; as also to appoint the Prineipal of the
United UI]i'.'H[‘sity‘ and the Professor of 'l‘]mu[ug_:‘_'.." in Marisehal Ut:ilcgﬁ i
teach within the buildings of Marizchal College or of King's College, as may
be thought expedient.

To have power to regulate the particular departments of Theological Scienee
to be taught by each of the Prolessors in the Theclogical Faculty, as well as
the particular departments of Medicine to be taught by each of the Professors
in the Medical Faculty.

To have power to appoint any one or more of the Professors in the Medieal
Faculty to deliver such courses of lectures, in addition to the subjeet specially
n I:I'{:Pri:r,tu:l (1] 1|1!.-|[|, as nmay fl'(llm time to time be n:ijuh'ml ((#] i'll[]]'[lli'!h‘. the
Eili}um‘iiun of Students in Medicine, in reference to the requirements of the
Royal Colleges of Surgeons and of the Boards for regulating the Medieal
(]e!m.rtmmlt of the pullic service,

T'o have power to enforee the performance of their duties by the Professors ;
to censure Professors when it shall become necessary, and, with the sanction
of the Chancellor, to suspend Professors for a time, or to deprive them of
their offices, and to make provision for the teaching of their classes during the
period of mls[wusimi ; the right of appeal to the Civil Courts being preserved
to the individuals so :'-:upm'ﬁirﬂi:l] or deprived.

To have power to examine and inquire inte the state of the Revenue and
Expenditure and all pecuniary concerns of the United University, and of the
Colleges, including Funds mortified for Bursaries and other purposes, and to
regulate and control the same in sueh manner as may not be meonsistent with
the constitution of the United University, or with the Foundation Charters of the
respeetive Colleges, in so far as the sawe are not innovated or affected thereby.

To have power, as a Court of Appeal, to consider and dispose of all Com-
plaints by Professors, Graduates, Students, or others interested in regard to
alleged Abuses in either of the Colleges, or in the United University ; and
guuuml]y to have all the powers lrgn“!,' anmpl:h*ut to the Rectorial Courds
1 the present U niversities of Hing'ﬁ ﬂ:}lll'.!'_;r: or Marisehal {:u]]ug:-, of Aber-
deen, or in any of the other Universities of Seotlamd, in so far as the same
are not limited or controlled in manner above mentioned.

That the Rector shall have power to call a Reetorial Court when necessary.

That a Rectorial Court shall be held immediately after the induetion of the
Rector, and at least onee in each University Session, on a day to be appointed
by the Rector; or, failing his appointing such meeting, before the last day of
March, on a day to be appointed by the Chancellor ; intimation of which to
be published, on the College gates, at least fourteen days belfore the meeting
is held. ‘

That the meetings of the Rectorial Court, when sitting in n judicial capacity,
shall be open to the publie, unless, in the opinion of the Court, the peculiar
nature of the ease should render publicity improper.

That Regular Minutes of the Proceedings of the Court shall Le taken and
preservel by a Secretary to be appointed by the Court.

Such being the Plan of Union which we humbly recommend, and the constitution
we propose for the United University, we proceed to suggest what has oceurred to
us as the best mode of making the funds and property of the separate Colleges
available for the endowment of the varions Professorships.

J"'..cmnling to the Plan of Union which we have sugeested it is lmllu_r:s.u:l that the
United University should comprehend 23 Professorships ; viz.—

Theelogy . : . I . 4
Livw BEE : . : . 1
Medicine . ; ; ! d 7
Arts . . : : : 4 11

23
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The number of Professorships in each Faculty in the two Colleges, as at present
constituted, when taken togetlier, are as follows; viz.—
Theology :
King's College, including Principal 3
Marischal College, including Prineipal 4
—_ T
Law:
Kipe's Tollope: -0 "o NI S E 1
Medicine @
King's College . . ;
Marischal College

3
Arts:
King's College . : . - 3
Marischal Eoﬁrg& : : g 5
— 10

T N

Thus, while including the two Principals, there are three Theologieal Professor-
KIJ'IIJ!{ IH,’.!,'H]’H]_ what are r|-|||1'|ru|'i for the United U:llh‘tl":‘itf, there is a lf]eﬁ.l:il'-.‘lll:].' of
four Professorships in Medicine, and of one Professorship in Arts. In order to
supply these deficiencies, in so [ur as this ean be done from the funds of the existing
Colleges, without transferring any part of the funds of the one College to the other,
or of either to the United University, we would humbly suggest the following
arrangements ; viz.—

I. In King's College:

1. The Professorship of Medicine to be converted into a Pmﬂzﬁsmhip of
Natural History and Botany, on the foundation of King’s College.

2. The Professorship of Law to be converted into a Professorship of Logic,
on the [bundation of King’s College.

3. The office of Prineipal to be merged in that of Prineipal of the United
University, amd the present salary to be applied towards the salary of
the United Prineipality,

IT. In Marizchal College :

1. The Professorship of Natural and Civil History to be converted into a

Professorship of Latin, on the foundation of Marizchal College.
. The Professorship of Oriental Languages to be suppressed, and the
salary added to the endowment of the Professorship of Divinity.
Note—"Towards this arrangement the consent of the Patron is
u{'.l“':?i:"i.‘ll'j'.

3. The Professorship of Clureh History to be suppressed, and the salary
added to the endowment of the I’I‘i}ii}#ﬂl}l‘sllip of Di\"initf.

4, The office of l’rinni.!l;ﬂ 1o he m{fl'g::l.l ie that of ].‘_'l‘im'.illfl.l of the United
University, and =0 much ol the prezent salary to be applied towards
the salary of the United Principality as, when added to the salary to
b derived from the foundation of King’s College, shall amount to
the sum of 5301,

3. The :-illrihlu::i of the lll'illi_'..l]'ﬂl.r}i E:Ltm‘}' to be :||'.-|:'Ii¢fl towands the endow-
ment of a Professorship of Law, on the foundation of Marischal
College,

The United Principal to be President of the Couneils of both En]]uges.

When these changes shall have been effected, the Professorships in the different
Faculties, on the foundation of the two Colleges, will be as follows; viz.—

[

Theology :
Principal . - - . g 1
King's College :
Prolessorships . : : : 2
Marischal College :
Professorship - - . .

a | -
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Law:
Marischal College :
Professorship PRSI BT gy |
Medicine.
King's College :
Professorship (Natural History
and Botany) :
Marischal College :
Prolessorships . . . -

G

III':J-

Arts:
King’s College :
Six Professorships . 2 : G
Marisehal Uu][ngﬂ:
Five Professorships . ; ; 5
— 1

19

This arrangement affords the full complement of Professorships required for the
United University in the three Faculties of Theology, Law, and Arts; while, in
the Faculty of Medicine, there is a deficiency of four Professorships. To
supply this deficiency, we humbly recommend the institution of four Regius Pro-
fessorships, with salaries of 1004 a-year each; the Professors to be ﬁlliversit_\r
Professors, but not to be placed upon the foundation of either College, or to have
any control or management of the College funds.

In the printed Appendix will be found a table showing the amount of the
whole emoluments derived by each of the Professors in both Colleges for the last
year, whether from the ordinary revenues of the Colleges, Crown grants, or fees
from Students. We have also printed, in the Appendix, a table showing what will
be the amount of the endowments (including both Cellege property and Crown
grants) of the different Professorships, should the arrangements which we have
suﬁgaslﬁl be carried into effect.

t appears to us that, without an inerease of the fees to be exacted from the
Students (which would have the effect of defeating its own end by preventing
many from being able to attend the University), these endowments are inadequate
to ensure a supply of men of talent and learning to fill these offices, or to enable
the Professors to sustain that place in society which it is of importance, for the
proper discharge of their functions, that they should be able to do.  'We therefore
take the liberty of suggesting the expediency of sueh additions being made to the
salaries of the Professors in the Faculties of Theology and Arts, and also to the
Professor of Natural Hiaturj' il H::Iiui:,' and the Professor of {;luzmiﬁtrj', as that
each of the Theological Prolessors shall have an endowment of not less than 300/
a<year, and each of the others an endowment of not less than 250/,  We do not
propose the same inerease in regard to the Professorships of Law or Medicine
generally, which we think, under the cireumstances, sufficiently endowed with a
salary of 100/ each, because these Professorships do not withdraw the persons
holding them from the general exercise of their professions, but, on the contrary,
are caleulated 1o promote their interests in this respect, while the Professors in the
Faculties of Theology and Arts are prevented from engaging inany other voeation.®

In the event of the Universities being united on the principles above suggested,
or under any medification of them that your Majesty may think expedient, we
!"}mh]}' recommenid that the existing Chancellors of the two Universities shall he
Joint Chaneellors, and the existing Principals joint Prineipals, during their joint
!“"33 respectively, to take precedence respectively according to the dates of their
inductions into offiee ; it being understond that each Principal shall be entitled to

* The I'mft'ﬁﬁr*hi]:l of Natural History and Bolany and the Professorship of Chemistry, though
clussed under the Medical Fuculty, are peculiary situanted.  The subjects of them are o extengive as
|'.'|:[‘I1E'I'I:|“3' L 'ﬂqhirl‘ the exelusive attention of the T4 olessors, whio :'n'gl,' TEEEVET n’.-_\.l'ul!-t‘ll Loy weery Con-
sderalile CAPENSE In conseiuence of the objects and opparsios nECCssary for illustrating their leclunes.
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vote in the Senatus Academicus, and to preside in the Council of his own College ;
but that only one Principal at a time shall have a right to vote in the Rectoral
Court. In the event of the death or resignation of either of the said Chancellors
or Principals, that the survivor shall be Chancellor and Prineipal of the United
University respectively ; and that due provision shall be made for making come
pensation to sueh Members of either of the Colleges as may be able to prove any
direct pecuniary loss from the proposed arrangements.

The prineiples on which this plan of uniting the Universities has been formed
have been sufficiently indicated in recapitulating the difficulties which we encoun-
tered in the formation of it.  Our suggestions, in regard to the Rectorial Court,
however, may require some explanations.

We do not think it necessary to add anything to the remarks made by the former
Commissioners, in their Report, upon the general expediency of new modelling the
Rectorial Courts in the Scottish Ij‘nh':*nﬁtii-s. We concur with them in the opmion
that the Rectorial Courts, as at present constituted and administered, are very
defective ; and that an efficient Court is of essential importance, both as regards the
system of education and discipline in the University, and the superintendence of
ﬂ}u- management of the property and funds of the Colleges.

It will be observed, however, that, in some important particulars, the Court which
we have proposed ditfers from that proposed by the former Commissioners, both as
to itz constitution amd its powers.

The Court proposed by the former Commissioners consisted of five members,
while that which we have presumed to recommend consists of six. In proposing
an additional member, we were influenced partly by the consideration that, in the
event of the absence of one or more of the members of a Court composed of only
five persons (a contingency likely to be frequent where attendance is not compul-
sory), one of two things must happen,—either that the business of the Court must
be delayed, or that it must be devolved upon a smaller number of persons than it
would he Er:-;innﬁt:tit to intrust with such ﬂ.l]l]l]t.‘ powers as those with which it is
proposed that the Rectorial Court should be invested.

i reference to the changes we have proposed in regard to the constituent mem
bers of the Rectorial Court, we were influenced by various considerations. We
thought that, as it was desirable that the Court should exercise an efficient control
over the Senatus Academicus, it was not expedient that a majority of the Court
should be more or lesz under the influence of that body, as was the case under the
constitution proposed by the former Commissioners, in which the Rector and the
Assezsor 1o be appointed by him were the only memberz of the Court who were not
more or less connected with and dependent upon the Senatus Academicus. In
the next plice, it appeared to us that, although the Senatus Academicus should not
have a preponderance in the Reetorial Court, it was very important that it should
not only be represented in that Court, but that it should possess considerable influ-
ence in it,  These reasons indueed us to recommend o constitution which should
compreheml the Prineipal and an Assessor, to be elected by the Senatus Academicus,
as neecessary to ensure due weight to the Senatus, and, at the same time, as amply
sufficient for that purpose, in a Court which we have proposed should be limited to
gix members, in onder that their feeling of personal responsibility, in the discharge
of their i||a|:|m‘ti||it lunctions, miglll not be too much weakened or imlmire&,

In considering how the additional members should be chosen, our chief olject
was to pscertain lww the :ippt:illl]:mnl could be vested so as best to seeure the
nomination of persons of sufficient station and attainments to give weight and
efficiency to the Court. It appeared to us anamolous, considering the deep
interest which the country has in the wellare of the Universities, and the pre-
eminent power of superintendence over them which belongs to the Crown, that it
should not he rll.i:n'peauul-wl in the Rectorial Court, We have therefore H'll,‘_’.":l"l"i-itﬁli
that one of the Assessors should be named by the Crown, and this we have done
the more readily, that we know no quarter from which an eflicient appointment to
an office of this kind is more likely to proceed. In reference to the other two
Assessors, we thought it important that, in order to their being brought under the
:i.'ﬂul..'u'_',' influenee of Imlllir.‘ u!rirﬂnn, their nomination should be vested in elective
bodies, and of elective hodies so constituted as to give a reasonable security for their
being qualified to judge of the proper individuals to be seleeted for the offiee. It
appeared to us that there was no body of men in Scotland to whom, in this view,
the nomination of an Assessor could be confided with more propriety than the
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.  'We were further influenced by the
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consideration, that although the Universities of Scotland are not, properly speaking,
ecclesiastical institutions, as some have represented them to be, it i1s necessary,
towards the efficiency of their theological education, that a good understanding
should subsist between them and the Church of Scotland, on which they are
chiefly dependent for their Theological Students. DBesides which, we thought it
but a proper recognition of the principle that Religion should j'o hand in hand
with Science in our Educational Seminaries, that the Churcl should maintain o
connexion with the Universities under circumstances that seemed to us to exclude
the prnssilﬁlil,}' of her abusing it.

We have recommended the remaining Assessor to be nominated by the Presi-
dent and Viee-Presidents of the Royal Society of Edinburgh, as the leading
literary and seientific institution in Scotland, the President and Viee-FPresidents
of which are chosen for their eminence in literature and science, and are nearly
certain therefore to be persons eminently qualified to nominate to such an office,
and removed from all loeal influence or other temptation to abuse the trust reposed
in them.

Our ]}]n.;n also differs from that of the former (:uhlﬂili:%!\':l.l:!ll:!i‘#, in relerenee to the

wers of the Court.  Both in regard to its constitution and its powers we thought
it expedient to adliere as elosely to the model of the present Reetorial Courts as
was consistent with the efliciency we had in view to secure. While we have
retained the old name of ** Rectorial Court,” it appeared to us to be by no means
desirable that it should supersede the Councils of the Colleges in the management
of their E&llmrate funds and property, or the united Senatus Academicus in the dis-
cipline and ordinary administration of the affairs of the University.

It is to be presumed that the members of the different Colleges, who have the
chief interest in the improvement of their funds, will administer them to the greatest
advantage, although, as these members are virtually trustees for the public nterest,
it seemed proper that their management should be subjeet to an independent in-
spection and control, so as to prevent any diversion of the funds from their proper
purposes.  'We have endeavoured to combine hoth these olijects in the constitution
which we have proposed.

Again, in reference to the Senatuz Academicus; while, for the reasons assioned
by the former Commissioners, we ave distinetly of opinion that it should be subject
to an official superintendence and control, we by no means think that it ought to
be superseded in the ordinary discipline and management of the University,
Although we concur with the former Commissioners in opinion that the Professors
of a University, from their retired habits and from their pursuits, as well as from
the importanee which each is naturally disposed to attach to his own department
of learning, are not always the persons best qualified to regulate the general
course of study, we think that it would be destructive of their uselulness to subject
them to unnecessary interference in reference to the details in their modes of
teaching; while it seems to us essentially necessary to the proper dignity of their
station, and to their due authority over their students, that they should be left in
the undisturbed pessession of ordinary University discipline.  "These reasons have
indduced ug 1o du\-‘iulﬂ, o & eerfain extent [rom the |}E'.1I|, of the Tormer Commmis-
sioners, by increasing the powers of the Senatus Academicns, and assimilating the
functions of tie Rectorial Court more nearly to those of a Court of Appeal.

In connexion with the plan we have submitted for remodelling the Universities
of Aberdeen, we would humbly entreat your Majesty’s attention to a subjeet on
which a good deal of evidence was taken before the late Commissioners, and which
appears to us to be of very great importance to the interests of education in the
Secottish Universitiecs. We uhmlu e the introduction of Tutors into the system of
these Universities.

The average age at which young men enter the Seottish Universities is from 13
to 15, and it has been hitherto found impossible to ensure sueh a degree of previous
advancement in classical or mathematieal studies as to supersede what may be
termed Elementary Instruction, especially in Mathematics umE in Greelk.  The con-
sequences of this huve been practically very detrimental to the progress of the
Bludenis, as it is next to impossible for a Professor, however active, to give that
species of thorough instruction to classes composed of a large number ut’llu:]vnls,
which is absolutely necessary to ensure their being the -::u;:llil'r eropded in these
]JI:':'lIH_',hL‘:.‘i of learning.  Another evil, if possible still greater, resulting from this
Hl}"‘"'!-’”' 1%, Itll"rt it is inconsistent with that ﬂtul'ull:_r'h eramination and ‘Illi'lli;ll iliz=
¢I|}|IIEE§ “'_hlll']l is essential to the formation of those wtcllectual habits whieh it 13
the most important olject of education to ensure.  We wre not aware of any mode
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by which these evils could be more effectually prevented than by the institution of
a definite number of well-qualified Tutors, who might act as subsidiary to the
Professors in the examination and systematie instruetion of the Students, more
particularly in Greek, Latin, and Mathematies, divided into smaller classes. We
are satisfied that the appointment of even ten or twelve such Tutors would be
productive of the highest benefits to the United University. We humbly suggest
that they should be chosen by the Senatus Academicus, upon an open competition
among Graduates of the University who are willing to undertake the office ; that
a small endowment, as, for example, 100, per annum, should be attached to each
Tutorship, to be held for seven vears, on condition of residence and the fulfilment
of the duties of the Tutorship, in regand to which the Tutors should be under the
direction and superintendence of the Rectorial Court.

The institution of =uch Tutorships would, in our opinion, be attended with very
important incidental advantages. At present the inducements to graduate, ex-
cepting in the Medical Faeulty, ave so small in the Seotel Universities, that very
few Students think of taking a Degree.  The Students are thus without the mosg
efficient stimulus that an [:lli'.'!'r:-ci'l],' ean afford, nml t]::r[.'1|i1.'4=.1':-'it_|,r 15 ﬂupri'.re{l of the
best means of ascertaining the proficiency of its Students, and of giving them the
stamp of its u.ljpmhuﬂuli. The late Commissioners were 5trung]}' impress-ml with
the importance of remedying this evil, which we concur with them in thinking
a very great obstacle to the introduction of a more efficient system.  We are satis-
fied that the institution even of a few such Tutorships would lave a powerful effect
in inducing a large elass of young men to graduate, and in creating a spint of
salutary emulation that would materially conduce to raise the standard of literary
and scientific acquirements in the University.

Such Tutorships would also form an exeellent school for training men for
the office of Professor, aml afford a ready supply of persons qualified to discharge
the duties of that office on the occasions, which frequently oceur, of the temporary
i:l“iiiiit:.‘ l:]r ].}I"”I.l!:"!‘“‘rﬁ J‘I'lll“ ilEII“!‘-:‘i omr ['I'tilt“r s esE,

We are aware that, to derive the fll benefit from such an institution, and to
guard against the abuses to which it might be subject, a good deal of regulation
would be necessary 5 but we think this might be safely left to the Reetorial Court,
with the ail of suggestions from the Senatus Aecademicus.

Another subject of vital importance to the interests of the Universities, and on
which we have thought it proper to report our views to yonr Majesty, in con-
nexion with a plan for their Union, is the patronage of the Professorships : for it is
obvious ‘Eh::t, unlezs due Irrl'-t'!imtiumi are taken to ensure the nomination of proper
persons to fill the offices in a University, the most perfeet system of organization
eannnot be otherwise than nugatory.

With the exception of the Professorship of Divinity, the patronage of which is
vested in the Synod of Aberdeen, and the Professorship of Oriental Languages, the
p:ilnm.'lgtr of which is vested in the f'rl::'l.'l‘ll, the ]HItI.‘U-II:IgE! of the Pru[&nm‘ﬁhi}m in
King's College is vested either in the Professors themselves, or in the Professors
in 4.'.1:r|:|j11I1::1‘.iuI| with the Rector and Pr'mcipzll,

In Marischal Uu]lugu. with the {‘}-:.ﬂlr]rlim] of the Pl‘ulilﬂéurﬁilipﬂ !}f Dj?iilit}" amd
of Mathematics, the patronages of which are vested in the Town Council of Aber-
deen, the ]’rnl.]-smr.-a!:ip of {'f]urllﬂritr}', of which the Patomage lu:iullgﬁ to the
Principal and Professors, and the Professorship of Oriental Languages, of which
the pratronaese |}|_r|:|||g:=. to the ﬂ:.anil__'l,' of Sir Alexanier H:tm:m'_r} of Hultlmin; the
patronage of the whole Professovships is vested in the Crown.  The two Colleges
thus contain examples of every species of patronage known in the Universities of
Scotland.

A considerable body of Evidence was laid belore the last Commissioners, as fo
the best form of University Patronage, although thoze Commissioners did not
think proper to report wipon the subject. Alter maturely considering that Evi-
dence, together with the Evidence of some additional witnesses examined by
ourselves, we felt not less impressed with the importance than with the difficulties
of the problem. While, on the one hand, there is searcely any system of patronage
which, il purely administered, might not be sufficiently good, we were, on the other
hand, not sanguine enough to hope that any system could be devised which
might not be open to abuse. This, however, did not deter us from considering
how ]_]]ﬁ!.'u:'sit!,r ]’nlrnnugn mig]:l he vested, so as to ensure the greatest ]l:'ﬂlm-
bility of its being purely administered, and to impose the most effectual checks
nguiu.-.t ils I,:u]_:]g abused. We were satished of the fulﬂit}' of E.Kljl_‘c'[illg T ﬁ:_lltl
in any system a complete remedy for the evils which are incident to this species



UNIVERSITY COMMISSIONERS, SCOTLAND. 23

of patronage ; and while any plan that eould be devised could but approximate to
the prevention of these evils, we had no doubt that a material ii'|l|_}rm'mueut in
the present system of nomination might be equally well effected in a variety of ways,

or this reason, we did not regard it as of essential importance that the {’:ltmn:lge
of the whole Professorships should be put upon precisely the same footing ; nor did
we deem the circumstance of the Patronage being vested in different bodies, in the
existing Universities, to be in itsell any material disadvantage. In so far, there-
fore, as the Patronage was vested in such a manner as appeared to us reasonably
to satisfy the leading conditions of the problem which we were called upon to
golve, we did not feel disposed to recommend any innovation for the mere sake of
preserving uniformity.

These leading conditions humbly appear to us to be, that the Patronage should
be vested in persons wlho have adequate means of ascertaining the respective merits
of the Candidates, and, at the same time, have no interest to hestow the office on
any other than the best qualified individual, nor any facilities for combining to do
so, if any of them should be disposed so to act.  In addition to these requisites, the
evidence demonstrates the great importance of the Patronage heing so vested as to
prevent disunion and jealousies among the Professors themselves,

For these reasons we concur with the former Commissioners in deprecating
the permission of the Patronage of Professorships being exercised by private indi-
viduals. But as there is only one instance of a Patronage of this kind in the Uni-
versities of Aberdeen, and as the endowment attached to the office is very trifling,
we do not think it necessary to enlarge on the subject, further than to remark, that
if the private Patron cannot be induced to consent to the arrangement above pro-

o in the Plan submitted for remodelling the Universities, we humbly recoms-
mend, either that the endowment should be abandoned, or that the proposed arrange-
ment should be earried into effeet, giving the Patron compensation, if, in the cir-
cumstances of the case, he can qualify any legal ground of damage.

In so far as regards the Patronages vested in the Synod, and in the Town
Council of Aberdeen, we are humbly of opinion that they ought not to be inter-
fered with. Although it has heen doulited \l'llu-llm'hnrlirx so constituied are the hest
Patrons that could be selected, yet, from the local interest their constituent Members
ire ]ikﬂly to liave i the ]lrmiE:u'ril_'l.-' of the I.Frtlrl.'l'l'.‘iit!,', anul from the constitution of
the bodies themselves placing them, to a certain extent, under the influence of publie
opinion, we are disposed 1o think that it is not expedient to interfere with them.

The Patronages vested in the Professors, as well as those vested in the Crown,
humbly appear to us to be, in many important respects, in a different predicament.
We are too sensible of the diffienlties that stand i the way of interfering with them,
as well as of determining the problem where they should be vested, to presume to
recommend to your Majesty any delinite measure of change, in regard to them, as
part of the Plan of Union which we have proposed. But as your Majesty had
appointed us to report our views upon the subjeet, we felt that we should not have
done our 'tll-ll].' il we hesitated to sugoest the I]]ljl'.t"lil,‘l-ll!i which oceurred to us as to
the present system, and also humbly to submit to your Majesty's consideration
what occurred to us in reference to the body in which, in our opinion, the Patron-
age might be vested with the greatest prospect of advantage.

In regard to the Patronages vested in the Professors, either by themselves
or in conjunction with the Principal and Rector, we are thoronghly satisfied
of the inexpediency of its being continued on its present footing. The wit-
nesses examined both by the former Commissioners and by onrselves in general
represented it as a system that worked extremely ill. It is no doubt true
that, in one sense, the Professors of a College have a most substantial interest in
lliﬁ'illg the vacant offices flled Il].’ persons of suflicient attainments to raise the eha-
racter of the University, and thus to increase the attendance of Studenis; and we
do not mean to say that there may not be combinations of eireumstances in the
greater Universities that may conduce to render this interest an available check
against the risk of the Patronage being abused.  These, however, do not appear to
us to exist in Colleges situated like those of Aberdeen. The smalloess of the
endowments tends to prevent competitors from offering themselves, of that class
“"}"JSE attainments are such as to have estalilished a reputation which would have the
effect of enforcing the superiority of their claims through the foree of public opinion ;
while from the circumstance of the Students heing derived almost exclusively
f""'-rlill the North of Scotland, amd chiefly from a class of the population who eannot
afford to resort to more distant or expensive seminaries, the iterest of the Iro-
lessors to seleet the most distinguished Candidate is less direct, and has sometimes
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been found insufficient to counteract private interests in individual Candidates,
which are apt to confliet with it. There is further risk (to which we advert, as
having been given in evidence, and which is quite consistent with human nature,
although we know of no actual instance of it in the Universities of Aberdeen) of a
natural jealousy on the part of many persons to admit an individual into their num-
ber, who, from his high talents and attainments, might east themselves into the shade.

Another important element to be kept in view is the tendency of this species of
Patronage to ereate cabals in a College, and, by introdueing jealousies and feuds,
to destroy that harmony which it is so important to preserve in such institutions, and
its no less dangerous tendency to lead to a sacrifice of the interests of the College to
those of private friendship or relationship, by motual eompromises among the electors.
In this respeet the system of Patronage in question is open o all the evils and abuses
which have been universally found attendant on the seli-elective system, which, by
removing electors from the direct influence of public opinion, and tending to foster
individual interests at the expense of the interests of the publie, renders self-elected
bodies the worst depositories of the Patronage of important public offices.

Entertaining these views of patronage as vested in the Professors of Colleges,
we humbly think it most desirable that it should be discontinued in the Universities
of Aberdeen. We are aware of the delicacy of interfering with an usage of lon
standing, and which, we have no doubt, some persons may represent as consti-
tuting a vested right in the holders of such patronage. We are satisfied, however,
of the soundness of the distinetion between private patrimonial interests and trusts
held for the public benehit, under which category University patronage unquestion-
ably falls; and we humbly think that, in legislating upon such important subjects,
the interests of the public ought not to be sacrificed either to the prejudices or to
the mistaken views of any class of the community.

Influenced by these views, we take the liberty of stating it as our humble opinion
that steps should be taken to transfer the patronage vested in the Professors to a
quarter where it may be vested with greater advantage to the public interest; and
swe do =0 with the less hesitation, that we have recommended an inerense of the
endowment of the Professors, which it woulid he unreasonable to expect to obtain
at the !rlllﬂ][t CXHETLSE, unless il[’-[!ul]ii!illlil!ti l:l:;! such conditions as mig]ﬂ put the
educational institutions in question upon the footing most eonducive to the publie
interests.

In considering to what lody the Patronage could with most propriety be trans-
ferred, we had chielly in view one of two alternatives, either that it should be trans-
ferred to the Crown, or toa body of Electors so constituted as to secure it, as far
as possible against the risk of abuse.

}u reference to University patronage as vested in the Crown, it becomes us to
speak with the greatest respect and deference.  But we should fail in discharging
the duty entrusted to us were we to hesitate in expressing our conviction, that how-
ever superior it |1'|=?' e to the patronage vested in the Professors themselves, it is
liable to conziderable olijections, as applicable at least to the Universities of Aber-
deen. It seems tous of great importance that Universities should be kept free from
all suspicion of political influence, which never can be entively the case as matters
are conducted in this country, while the patronage of the Professorships is adminis-
tered by the servants of the Crown for the time being.  However purely it may be
bestowed, the partialities of political party are sure to engender jealousy and dis-
trust ; and it is not to be disguised that the temptation is sometimes considerable to
make such appointments subservient to political purposes, especially in remote
provinces to 1.1.'Li1:']l the public attention is but little directed, and in reference to
the appointments in which public opinion neecessarily constitutes a less efficient
control. In addition to this, it may be doubted how far the Ministers of the Crown,
resiiling in the Metropolis, have the best means of being thoroughly acquainted
with the comparative fitness of the "Candidates. These considerations induced us
Suggestions asto  to hesitate in recommending that the patronage in question should be transferred to
;;’f;::ﬁulrifl“g;‘:ﬁ the Crown, and, after mature deliberation, it appeared to us tlmf. it might with

greater advantage be transferred to the Reetorial Court, as being composed of
Fcrsmm deeply interested in the welfare of the University, having the best aceess to
i@

Crawn,

arn and nIlllrcci:I'Ee the relative merits of the Candidates, :mﬁ freed as much as
possible from the risk of being influenced by any motives that might induce them to
u]}r:ﬁnt to a Professorship any other than the individual best t‘uaiiﬁml to fill it.
The Rectorial Court, while composed of persons interested in the welfare of the
insitution, forms a body sufficiently numerous to ensure discussion, and not so
large as to weaken the feeling of personal responsibility ; while being of an elective
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character, it is, to a great degree, under the salutary influence of public opinion, and,
from the varied composition of the electoral bodies by whom the Members are ehosen,
every possible security is afforded against any improper coalition or compromise.

But, with a view still further to gzecure these advantages, we would humbly
suggest the prl},:-rir:ty of the absolute patronage being vested in the Rectorial
Court only in the event of the Members being unammous in their choiee. In
case of their being divided in opinion, we humbly recommend that both Candi-
dates, in the event of there being only two, and, in the event of there being more
than two, the two Candidates who ]lmil’ the greatest number of votes in the Rectorial
Court, should be presented to the Crown, which should have a right to nominate
one of them, This would at onee tend to ensure more full musir{:lurm.iuu anl dis=
cussion of the merits of the Candidate in the Rectorial Court, and prevent or
defeat any improper coalition among a mere majority of the Members, if such a
thing should by any aceident happen.

As to the patronages at present vested in the Crown, we feel it to be nnne-
cessary to add anything to what has been stated.  'We have already intimated our
humble opinion as to the comparative disadvantages of the system and of the benefits
which we think would result from the nomination to Professorships being vested
in the Rectorial Court, or in some body constituted on analogous principles, We
rclpcnt, however, that we are too sensible of the obstacles that may present them-
selves to any such arrangement to suggest it to your Majesty as a necessary con-
comitant of the Plan of Union which we have presumed to recommend, although we
feel that we should have failed in our duty had we withheld the expression of the
unanimous opinion which we had formed upon the subject.  Having expressed
that opinion, we beg at the same time to express our perfect confidence that, if
your Majesty shall not find it expedient to give any effect to it, it will ouly be
becanse, after mature consideration, an opposite course shall be found more con-
ducive to the interests of the Universities of Abendeen,

Whether any alteration is to be introduced as to the sysiem of Patronage or not,
or whatever that alteration may be, we recommend that no vacant Professorship
should be filled up for at least three months after the vacancy oceurs and las been
fully notified, and that proper means should be taken to publish a list of the Can-
didates for the vacant office.

In both the Universities of Aberdeen, as presently constituted, an oath of the
nature of a i'l'.“::_:'il:l'“:"\- test 1s !'l!l‘{lli]'{'ll tor be talien p[‘crimnﬁy ti 1_|I||t.;|'|'r|'|ng i ]}v:r_fr:hp_
The oath differs in the two Unmiversities.  In Marischal College it is direetly cal-
culated 1o exelude Roman Catholies,  In King's College the terms of the oath are
more general, and therefore less exceptionable.  We humbly recommend that both
of these oaths should be abolished. It is an important feature 'of the Scottish
Universities that no religious test is required from the students, but that their
Colleges are equally open to all elasses, whether Churclimen or Dissenters, awl
we can see no good reason why the same principle should not be extended to
Grraduates.  We differ wiflu:!:.r from those who are ul'ulfmiuu that religious instrue-
tion should be exeluded from sueh seminaries, wwd we intend to offer to your
Majesty some suggestions on this subject in a future Report, but we do not think
that the interests of religion ean be promwoted by the injustice of excluding any
class of your Majesty's subjeets, either from the instruetion or the honours of ah
Univerity, on account of their religious ereei.

With a view to facilitate the arrangements for effecting an Union of the Uni-
versities, we snggested 1o the Patrons of the different Professorships in both Colleges
the propriety of not filling up any vacaneies that might eceur, until we should lLave
an opportunity of presenting onr HE[::th to Your Majesty., “The Chair of Medicine
in King's College has sinee become vacant ; and should Your Majesty be gra-
ciously pleased toapprove of an Union of the Universities, it will be most desirable
that it be carried into effect with as little delay as possible.

ERROLL.
AL, BANNERMAN.
WILLIAM JACIE, I,
DANIEL DEWAR, D.D.
JOHN CUNINGHAME.
JOHN ABERCROMBIE, 3M.D.
WILLIAM ANDERSON.
ALEX. E MONTEI'TII,
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE

TAREN BEFORE

THE COMMISSIONERS FOR VISITING THE UNIVERSITIES
OF KING'S AND MARISCHAL COLLEGE, ABERDEEN,

KING'S COLLEGE, ABERDEEN.

Oid Abevdeen, Friday, 20th October 1837,
. Lord CUNINGHAMEI in the Chair.
Dr. Hugh Macpherson, Professor of Greek, called in and examined.

We shall follow the order of the printed queries which were sent to you by order of the
Commissioners.

1. Have you eonsidered the question, as to the union of the Colleges, sinee your examination
before the former Commizsion, and have YOU SPON any Teason, in any respect, to alter or
modify any opinion which you may have then expressed ?—After bestowing every attention
oi the subject of the union of the Colleges, I have not seen reason to change my opinion
regarding that question as delivered here to the former Royal Commission, and afterwards
with all my colleagues in a communication to the Lord Advoeate in, T think, March 1836,

2, Are you of opinion that an entire union of the two colleges into one corporation is expe-
dient or practicable ; or do you think that the wnion of the two Colleges into one University,
for the purposes of regulating the discipline and course of education i the united Colleges,
E;l:'q‘pil:f_l: theie resped| e |1i1|.ri:1||||-u"|:|..| r]g]}ﬂu. hl‘J'l:lr-'I1L'. 15 ihe I:ll"l:'ﬁ'l‘-it'.‘llli‘! course '—I do not con-
sider the union of the two Colleges into one University, as suggested in this query, advisable,

3. If your opinion is adverse to o union, under any regulations, ke =0 gmi as explain the
grounds of your objections 7—I feel that this University has done nothing to forfeit the rights
it has «o long enjoyed, or to deserve that it should now be reduced to a mere coneurrent and
divided exercise of privileges which it has hitherto wielded independently. ‘To merge it in
any other institution would be inconsistent with the principle to which it owes its origin, and
with a due regand to the intention of the founder,® which we eonsider of paramount authority,
both in relation to our own duties and to the interests of the northern population c-.-;pur:in].ﬂr
entrusted to our care, as well as with the views of the Scottish Parliaments expressed in
repeated Aets of Ratification of our Charters, 1617, 1633, and 1670, One of these Acts is so
strong that, with permission of the Board, I shall read an extract from it—= And his Majestie,
being moved with fervent zeal of the propagation and sdvancement of religion, and with an
earnest love of inerease of policie, and having therewith a special regard to the education and
uplringing of the youth in this l;in%:!um in piety and learning, and specially within the north
parts of this realm, whereof our Soverane Lord's University and King's College, in Auld
Aberdene, has been special instructor for the space of eight score niglllﬂun years, or therehy,
since the first foundation of the samin; and, understanding that the said University and
College was of old founded and erected be umquhile King James the Fourth, of worthie
memorie, for serving the north parts of this realme, and endowed by him with most ample
privileges,"” &e.  The other Acts are equally strong, and refer to the same object, the eduea-
tion of the north. It would, indeed, be the first instance in this country of a tnd , 80 consii-
tuted and so confirmed, being dissolved upon grounds of alleged expediency ; and that, when
its eficiency, as evineed by the full attendance of students and the prosperous state of its
funds, has so vecently been acknowledged. How strongly this view of the matter has struck
the population of the great distriet, which would be principally affected by the changes now
in agitation, and from which we derive so |:|.rgt.- H prnl:lnrliml u% our endowments {as the list
of our benefactors will show), may be gathered from the late unanimous expression of their
sentiments. It is, indeed, worthy of observation, that, sinee the a poiniment of the late Ruyal
Commission, no additional endowments have been conferred on this College.

In reference to what you have last stated, | would hee leave to ask of tﬁm has been any
interval of 16 yuirs in the 1:.-r¢'-\'i|:|m|. histary of the I{ing 4 f',aliz'gu, duril:g which yoan hiad no
endowments P—1I cannot say as to that ; Lf’wm may have been,

Have the goodness 1o proceed with your answer to Question 3.— Finally, while so many
obijections crowd on my mind, T can see no counterbalancing advantages to the public in
changes unsupited to the circumstanees of the society which they are intended to Lenefit;

* See Prima Erectio, Evidence, p, 129, 1. 1.
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especially as, without any extinetion of rights, violation of charters, or perversion of trust-
fundz, any improvements that migllt be deemed NECEssary could be earried into effect by the
regular existing academical authorities. ;

4. If you think a union practicable and advisable, would you state your views as to the
extent and nature of the arrangements which should be made in that case; in particular,
whether the union should be of the Colleges inlo one Corporation, or only of the Colleges into
one University 2—This question appears to me to proceed on an agsumption of & union being
advisable, of which T have already stated my opinion,

5. If you think that the Colleges may be united into one University, would you recommend
1he patronage of the Professors in the mespeetive ﬂ:]lr'gt':s to continue as af present, or to e
vested in the Crown, or otherwise settled, adequate compensation being made o the existing
Professors for the loss thereof during their lives? Do any specific objections occur to you s
to the latter plan?—To this question I have to make the same reply, conceiving that 1 have
already siated m n|]ininn regarding it

fi. A,s&nm'in.g that the Collezes should be umted into one I:uh'-:rrﬁit}*, be ]:h:m'-ﬂl 1 sp{'ﬂify
what elaszes should be tught in each?  In I:urli:!u]nr, il your n]'liniun 15 that there should be
double Cliairs for Latin, Greek, and Mathematics, do vou think that there are students at
Jpresent frequenting both Colleges to make it expedient 1o have double Chairs in any of the
pther branchez >—Without =ome :'-tlmciﬁc I:Iil.ll before me | could not presume o gim any
opinion on this head.

7. Are you of opinion that any Profeszorship at present established in cither College ean
either be ulruiishm;, or its income appropristed 1o a different Lranch of seienee or liverature
due provision and compensation being made as to the existing interest of the present
incumbent?  IF so, be pleased to speeify what elass or elasses in cither College yon wonld
]‘II‘O‘TN to be altered 2—Porhaps some modification of the duties of the Professor of Civil Law
might be desirable, and, with the conzent of parties, obtained. The Medical Chair can be
regtored fo itz efficiency without any legislation on the suliject; and the estracts of the
University minutes, already in the hands of the Commission, abundantly show that the
College has not, on this point, been negleetful of its duties,

With the exeeption of some further regulation of the two eclasses you have specified, are

of opinion that none of the other classes in King's College require any regulation 71
ﬁ:e mentioned these as being the more striking improvements of easy aceess; and unless
there was a speeific plan before me I have ne other snggestions to make. In regard to
question 8, I conceive it to be answered in my reply to Question 6.

9. Assuming that the Colleges may possibly be united, either by Parliament, or by the
consent of the Colleges at a future period, does any alteration oceur to you as expedient, on
the plan of the University Courl recommendad by the former Commissioners 7—I conceive
that the new Court proposed would e uilur!:,' subversive of the diseipline of the Univt'r.l-it}r
and the efficiency of its professors; whilst the existing Rectorial Court may so casily answer
every useful purpose. The transfer to extraneous persons of property expressly direeted by
the é‘um[cr to be administered by thizs Society, and whicl: has been advantageously adminis-
tered, would be I'qlli“:,r subversive of our foundation and of the general laws of property.

Do you econsider the olijections which yon have stated as :l]'r'ill'i-:':llﬂl': v Hlie union Df'h:illg.\'.
College and Marischal College into one University without interfering with the corporate and
patrimonial rights of each College as at present established 2—1 think my former answers
comprehend this—it does not appear to me therefore that any new answer is required.

Do yoan think it 13 unneceszary 1o have a Professor of I.ngii: i c-r.lmplul:: the currieulum of
the Aris '—1I do not assert 'II1:|'I.1']:F111"T'.'I."_!,': but I do not feel mysell at liberty to give any
opinion as to the arrangement of the classes witheut having some specific plan before me.

Could you explain to the Commis<ion a little more specially 1.1.']]h'tt. sugoestions you would
make with res st to the P'ml'-.'smrs'llip of Law?—That | conceive Llfljt'lltls L']Ilil‘l."l:" on the
g-ener:nl pTuu wheh the Commizsion nry thinlk proper Lo aloetely ont.

You have mentioned that any change in the Professorship of Law should be with the
consent of parties,—was there any stipulation made with the Professor of Law at the period
of Lis appeintment 2—No. The econsent which [ alluded to in my answer lo Question 7
refereed 1o the congent of the Crown or the I.vgislulnra.-, andd not to the Professor of Law.

It is ascertained by general referemce that Latin, Cliemistry, and Natural History, are
taught by one Professor,—is it your opinion that this is a proper arrangement ?—It is not my
apinion that this is the best arrangement. That arrangement was at firat aceidental,—it arose
from the peculiar circumstances of the Society at the time it was entered into.

How ANy years ago is it sinee that arrangement was gone into 7—1 think it was abont the
year 1517 or 1515,

Have any steps been taken to make another arrangement as to these classes sinee the last
Commissioners made their Heport ?—=No atlempt. has been made sinee then as to another
arrangement, the same circumstances that led to this arrangement have continued down till
now,

D Yo think that Medicine ean be o lilﬂgiﬂ. in one elass az to enable the University to mive

edical deprees upon satisfactory instyaction to the gr.uj“;u(h;?—l Yegrees wene 1ul-l|.'m'1g|':mlml
to individwals who had not studied regulardy somewhere.  With the view of supplying these
defects alluded to, the University has lately appointed Lecturers on the different brauches of
Medical Science,

]'I[-'h'u‘: _1|meu!- Leeturers heen appointed exclusively by King's College, or by this College in
conjunction with Marischal College 1—They have becn appointed  alternately umder an
arrangement between the two bodies.

the Lecturers so appointed lecture here or at Marischal College !—The Lecturers
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appointed were permitted to leeture where it was most convenient for them, having no salaries
from the College.

But, in point of fact, did they lecture in King's College or in New Aberdeen ?—Being
professional men, and in practice in New Aberdeen, they thought fit to lecture in New
Aberdeen,

Perhaps the eirenmstance may have eseaped you for the moment ; but recal to your recol-
lection if it was not part of the actual arrangement that the Lecturers sliould lecture in
Marischal College 2—If this be the case it has escaped me; but we would have at once
peceded to sueh an areangement il 2o proposed.

On the supposition that the Colleges remain separate as they are, do you think that any
change in regard to the patronage could be advantageonsly made, adequate compensation
being made to the present Professors 2—1I have no conception of any compensation that could
be made to the Professors for the relinquishment of the patronage bestowed on them by the
founder,—I mean any pecnniary compensation,

You have seen, of course, a copy of the Commission appointing the present Commissioners?
—1I know that they lave been appointed.

Have you any suggestions at all 1o offer to us regarding King's College 7—Under the pre-
sent circumstances I would decline offering any suggestion,

Dr. Jolin Fleming, Profeszor of Natural Philosophy, called in and examined.

1. Have you conzidered the question as to the union of the Colleges sinee your examina-
tiom hefore the former Commission, and have YOU SEen any reason, in any respect, to alter or
lmul.il"_l,' any opinion which you may have then E:ipﬂ:ﬁsﬂ\ 1 was not o member of the
College at the time of the former Cormimission, and this question is not therefore n[:plimhleg
1o T

2, Are you of opinion that an entire union of the two Colleges into one corporation is
expedient or practicalle ; or do vou thisk that the union of the Cﬂll?ges into ene University,
For the purposes of regulating the discipline and course of education in the united En"ngl;ﬂ.,
keeping their respective patrimonial riglll:zi soparate, is the preferable course ?— 1 am of
opinion that an entire union of the two Mo one corporation is t*x'lht'-ll:it‘ﬂt and practicable; but
I am of opinion that the union of the two Colleges into one Umversity, for the purposes of
reaulating the dizscipline aml conrse of education in the united Colleges, is a most anminn—
alile course,

3. Ir your opinion is adverse toa union under any regulations, be so good as explain the
grounds of your objections 7—DMy answer to the preceding query supersedes any answer to
this.

IT you think a union practicable and advisable, would you stale your views as to the extent
and nature of the arrangements which should be made in that case ¥ In pﬂrlimllar, whether
the union should be of the Colleges into one corporation, or ouly of the Colleges into one
University 7—In regard to the first clanse, [ answer that 1 would have communicated my
views long belore this time to the Commission, in terms of the requisition, had it not appeared
to be the general opinion of my colleagues that any such commmicalion was inexpedient in
ihe circumstanees of the easze; and [ was likewise restrained from the eircomstanee of my
being the junior member of the University, and consequently posseszed of the least experience
respecting the value of existing arrangements.  In eonsequence of the notice of a meeting of
the Comnmission to be held here in connexion with the subject of the union, I did take a
general view of e sulject in its dilferent bearings, and I put down these views in the form of
notes, which I shall read if the Consmission wish it, and I shall be happy to give any explana-
tions it Ly e :'m:]uiuui, lJij'u.--.r.r then read iz notes, wheeh were honded fo the
Seeretury. ]

I thee arrangements suggested by von respeeting the fees, do you proceed on the assump-
tion of an increase of the present endowments of the Professors#—1 do proceed on that sup-
position ;L is distinetly expressed in words, as I consider am additienal endowment imdis-
pensalile.

Dloes 1t orcur o vou that there would e as ereat an attendance TR Natural Pllitnmph_-,r
Class, il tanght at King's College, Old Aberdeen, as there would be if that class were taught
within the MNew Town of Aberdeen, which is the seat of trade and manufaerares 7—1 would not
imagine that there could be a great difference; and that would depend very much upon the
matter of Get,—the numbers conneeted with the manufacetures who do attemd at this moment
the present elass of Natural Philosophy in Marischal College.

Ave vou of opinion that there would e any incom :atil]iﬁit{?',, or unpleasant feelingz, on the

part of a Professor on the foundation of King's College, gwing his lectures either within
Marisehal College, or at any convenient place in New Aberdeen which might be thmlgl:t
most suitable for collecting the greatest number of students of science ?—I should think,
for many considerations, it would be felt inconvenient, and would be, I have no doubt, dis-
agrecable.

Do vou think that a I‘m:'ling which miglll be soom got over ?¥—1 do not know how lﬂng it
might be before it would be got over; [ am satisfied it would exist in the mean time.

If such an arransement could be effected, would it not lead to very Frﬂﬂt eConomy i
the arrangement, by probably saving some of the deuble Chairs 2—It would unquestionably
lead to economy il it saved any of the donble Chairs,

Are you of opinion that it would be imposing too much labour on any Professor to teach the
same elementary classes both at King's College and within Marischal College at the same time ¥
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—1 should think it exceedingly inconvenient, and at the same time laborious, mmi:leringl the
session as being in the winter season; and in rain and snow it would be very uncomfortable.

Are not the greater number of students for the classes of Natural Plilesophy, and Moral
Philozophy, which are classes for advanced youth, to be expected from New Aberdeen ?—No,
because the Marischal College is, in a great measure, a seat of learning for the inhabitants
of New Aberdeen; while King's College is resorted to by the youth of the whole of the
North of Scotland.

Are the greater mumber of students whoe attend the classes of King‘s Caollege resident
within Old Aberdeen, or are the nlajﬂ-r'lljr rezident in New Aberdeen ?—Dur_'id.tdlyt I3 11|=l‘ji.||ril:,.1
reside in Old Aberdeen.

What proportion may at any time come from New Aberdeen?—I could not state their
number at present, but could make out a list of those wha reside in New Aberdeen in my
own class ; | cannot do it i any other class, A return mjglﬂ, however, be furnished as to
this,

On the supposition that the Natural Philosophy class were suppressed at Marischal Col-
legr,-, as you suggest, do you not think there would be a hazard of a private lecturer estallish-
ing himsell for Natural Philosophy within New Aberdeen, who might seriously injure the
elasz of Natural P]].iluo;nph}r in the University al ]{ing"s College, as you propose f—I do not
think any injury worth considering would arise from that source ; but 1 am satisfied that as
})rivalo lecturers have established themselves when there have been two chairs of Natural Phi-
osophy in the Colleges, such lecturers would Ilih(‘l}' gontinue to attempt to teach.

In the event of sufficient funds being obtained to endow double chairs in the whole faculty
of Arts, are you of opinion that any disadvantage to the cause of education would result from
the institution of such double chairs *—Maost 1?!'1'il|l.*t“}'. as tending to increase much of the
present evilz which have heen puilllrd out, such as the ar'l'!.'n]ﬁhip, llmjealmls:,‘, aml the want of
co-operation which would inevitably prevail.

Do you think these evils would be either removed, or in any respect mitigated, by the two
Colleges being put under the regulation of the Senatus Academicus in one University 2—I do
not consider that these evils would be cither removed or mitigated by any such arrangement ;
but that they would be immeasurably aggravated.  The tendeney of my opinion is, as already
L-xplainc-:l,t'i:al double Chairs are disadvantageous in all the branches; and I have merely
suggested their limited mumber and continnanee in order to obviate existing prejudices.

Are you of opinion that there is any great obstacle to classes connected with Intellectual
Philosophy being taught in King's College, and those connected with Natural Philosophy
being taught in Marischal College, without reference to the foundations 1o which Professors
may respectively belong *—Leaving out of view the foundations, 1 am satisfied that the
transfer of any class in the Curriculum of Arts from King's College, such as Natural
Philosophy, would be keenly opposed by the inhabitants of the North of Seotland, and ought
not i prudence 1o be proposed.

In the ]hmpmﬂl which you have made for the union af the Colleges, have you considerad
whether any melelitiona] !J-uildiug-i or acesmmadation would be reguired in bang's C:il]ugu for o
MUsCHm, Apparatug rooms, or otherwise ?—Hui.in:ling\i would be required for a musgeum, and
likewise for o botanical @arden.

Have you seen the plans of the new buildingz of Marischal College, or are you aware of
the number of students that may be accommeodated in these blidines when finished 2—1 have
not seen the plnn.ﬁ., aned do not know the extent of aecommodation provided.

ﬁ.ﬂsnming now iat when these huildingi are completed they shall be sufficient 1o aceom-
modate the number of =tudents that have hitherto attended College, do you not think it
]H:lsﬁilllu that a good number of students that attend Killg'.—i College from the norvilern districis
may resort to .?ﬁl'i:ﬂ:hill ﬂnlh-gv I—T1 eannot |-:'n'1"u'l‘ any new temptation that would avize to
the students from the cireomstance of new accommodation Iwiug gaim!:l there, ] am ot aware
whether the old buildings were or were not suflicient for the accommaodation of the students,

Be good enough to attend to the Sth Question; viz., « If you think that the Colleges may
be united into one Tniversiy, wonhel you recommemmd 1l patronage af the Profeszors in the
mslmcli'l.'c {_.‘nllpgﬁ fo continue as al present, or o be vested in the Crown, or otherwise
aettled, :u:lu-qu:m- compensation being made fo the existing Professors for the los thereol
during their lives? any specific objections oceur 1o vou az 1o the laiter plan 7"—I am
decidedly of opinion that the patronage, i o union be effected, onghit to be vested in the
Crown, and that compensation :zhuuld be made 1o the preseat incumbents who are in posses-
sion of the patronage.

Assuming the probability of an union taking place between the two Colleges, would there
be any 1:||:|j|:'nll|r|1|, m I:htr eyt :-F |_'||,||. llt!'.lth |',,t|I .'||'|!," ull 1l l|1‘1--\'.|,1n|‘. I}I‘::ﬂmﬂm'ﬁ, thint the !.".H‘JIII!"JI'
should not be filled up ?—IT a satisfactory arrangement were entered into, and a probability
of the union taking place, 1 should think such an arrangement expedient in such circumstances,

Do you think that it would be desirable to Carry t bz arrangements info effee inu-nn]iuu-l}-,
or |:rugri.~.i-.-'.iw:l!.', a8 cireumsiances might admit o *—0t would be desirabile 1o carry thess
arrangements respecting the union of the Colleges immedialely into effeel, were funds for
accomplishing the object to be procired.

[Tbﬂﬁ”ﬂmt‘ng Noles were ordered to e added as preri of the eridenee qf‘.!.l'r-e‘ ir:'.l'nr.'r.'.'.]
Notes in reference to an Uniow of the King's and Marischal Colleges into ane University, to
be devmninated the = University of Aberdeen”

L. The expediency and necessity of the Union.
1. There &5 a superfluity of teachers in ome of the branches of knowledge and a deficiency
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iT. others, occasioning a mutual starvation in the Colleges, and a stinted supply of education to
the pablic.

E",P In consequence of the rivalship between the institutions, there is little or no cordiality
among the teachers from the comtinual clashing of their interests,

3. Withent the suppression of the double Chairs, funds might not be obtained for augment-
ing the very limited salaries of the present incuwmbents, and for the endowment of those new
Professorships which are required.

4. Though accommodations for the Medical Schiool are in the course of erection in Marizchal
College, that School cannot grant degrees in Medicine unless by virtue of the power of King's
College as a University.

5 T eonsequence of the institution in Old Aberdesn hm'i.np; been a stndiem renerale, or
University, from its foundation in 1499, recognised as such, distinctly, in its last ]’.ﬁr]inmq-nta.ry
Charter, 1670; at the Union being one of the four Universities of Scotland ; and recognized
as such to the present day in several Acts of Parliament, it has full power to grant degrees in
all the foeultics as © the University and King's College of Aberdeen.”

The institution in the New Town was a f‘::rﬂ'rgr' ar G:,.'mnrlsinm at ifs foundation in 1593, a
century later than the erection of the Uiiversity. Tt preserved this character of a College in
its st 1";u'l1'urru'nlnr3' Charter 10061 ; and is denominated by an Act of Privy Council of
Scotland 1669 (see Evidence, 223), the “ Newton College™ in contradistinction to the
“ University, called the King's College of Aberdeen.”  Alihough it is acknowledged to have
a right to confer Degrecs in oArls, it is considered as having no authority from Royal Charter,
Papal Bull, Act of Parlinment, or any other l{rgitinmh: source of power, ancient or modern, to
grant ].-}cgriw-s in Laws, Divinity, or Medicine.

6. Divided interests and consequent defective funds have prevented these institutions from
forming a Musewm, so that the great Commercial City of Aberdeen iz, in this respect, greatly
inferior to Perth, Peterliead, Banil; Inverness, and many other provincial towns.  The same
circumsiances have likewize prevented a Philosophical Society from thriving.

7. The Books from Stationers’ Hall, belonging to King's College, as one of the four
Universilies of Scotland. are not accessible to the Students of Marizehal Gﬂﬂl:gf:.

Considering all circumstances in their near and remote bearings, it does not appear un-
reasonable to suppose that these evils would vanizh, were a suitable Union effected between
the two intilutions

I1. The difficultics to be overcome in effecting the Union.

1. The jealous rivalry between the institutions, which extends to the towns in which they
are situate, and is now in some measure hereditary, renders the love of victory stronger,
ilﬂ'll:‘l.]'lﬂ.. than higher sentiments.

2, The very strong feelings of irritation prevailing in King's College arising from the treat-
ment received from the Treasury in reference to the Iloyal Grant, and by which favouritism
towards the institution in the New Town has been considered as strikingly displayed. These
feclings were greatly increased by the character of the Bills which have been subsequently
introduced into Parliament, relative to the Aberdeen Colleges, and by which the ultimate
destruction of King's College was considered ns contemplated.—while, in addition to these
circumstances, the composition of the present Commission of Visitation is viewed as partial
to Marischal College, and decidedly hostile 1o King's College.  In these sentiments, a very
large portion of the inhabitants ef the North of Scotland wnrezervedly participate, feeling a
warm attachment to the University peculiarly their orn.

3. The existence of venerable and extensive buildings at King's College, and those new
buildings in progress at Marischal College, render unaveidable, yet somewhat complex; the
distribution of the classes between the two buildings,

4. The existence of funds belonging to each institution, destined for the endowment of the
chairs and the support of the bursars, which have been acquired from various sources,

5. The imterest of the present incumbents, the adjustment of which may become more
complex from their own prejudices, and such as, through their means, may be excited in the
public mind.

6. An aversion on the part of many of the inhabitants of the north of Scotland to have the
expense of education mereased by an addition of chairs to the curriculum, merease of lees, or
A ]{-ngﬂmning of the Seszion.

Thezs difficuliies iy be overcome, and the ml'l.'antugu-s of an union secured, ll:.‘ the present
Commission of Visitation taking an impartial view of the whole case, and adjusting the
avrangements with equity and prodence.

ITL. Principles to be acted wpon in arranging the plan of Union.

1. To advance the interests of education and religion in the North of Seatlamd.

2, Todisturl, 1o the smallest possible amount, Charters, Deeds of Mortification, and sther
usually respected arrangements,

3. To protect fully the pecuniary interests of the present incumbents, and to respeet, as
much as practicable, their feelingz, and even their prejndices.

4. To keep in view the opintons and even prejudices of the inhabitants of the North of
Scotland, without overlooking, on the other hand, the opinions and even prejudices of the
inhabitants of the New Town of Aberdeen.

1V. Plan of Union.

Keeping all these circumstances steadily in view, the following plan of union seemsequitable
anid |:rau:ll|m'|}'te-, on the su] waitton that no lmhlir.': aidl 15 to be furnished, and that it 15 neces-
gary to make the best use of present resources.
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1. To keep ile fumds of the two institutions perfectly distinet, and under the management
of the Endowed Professors belonging to each College. The two Boards of Management to be
termed the Cowneil of King's College and the Conncil of Marischal College.

2, In the ultimate disiribution of the Chairs, ihe Professors shall derive their endowments
from the funds of the College in which they perform their duties,  Thus the members of the
Council would be those individuals in daily intercourse with one another, and personally inte-
rezted in the improvement of the funds under their care.

5. That all the endowed Profeszors, 4. 2. the members of the two Councils, shall be members
of the Senatus Academicus of the University, and that this Court shall have the control ever
the general discipline of the College.

4. That all Lecturers who shall become endowed, under the sanetion of the University,
ghall become members of the Couneil of the College to which they are attached, with a right
to share in any improvement of the funds which may take place subsequent to their entry,
without prejudice, however, to the interesis of those who are, at present, members of either

College.

5. %?hut there shall be no deuble Chairs in the Faculties of Theology, Law, and Medicine,
nor in the Arts, except in the ease of Latin, Greek, and Mathematics, i considered expedient.

The latter part of this arrangement, though i'lig]'lli,l ohjectionable as oceupying upwards of
£3500 of the funds, which might otherwise be profitably employed, adapts itself to two classes
of prejudices,

. It would prevent the junior and most numerous clasees in the Artz from being, as is su

would be the case, in the event of an union, unmanageably large,—though those {;r
whom =uch an evil is anticipated and dreaded, have overlooked the present crowded state of
the second Greek and Latin Classes in both Colleges, containing, as they do, the accumulated
students of the second, thind, and fourth Seestons,

b. It would satisly the inhabitants of New Aberdeen, becavse the youth of that eity would
not require to travel during the two first years of their Curriculum to King's College, in the
Old Town. This objeetion to the Faculty of Arts being wholly transferred to the Old Town,
as was contemplated in Sir Robert Peel’s Commission, vanishes when the site of Edinburgh or
Glasgow University, in reference o the distribution of the inhabitants, is considered ; and
especially when this is viewed in connexion with the fact, that many students voluntarily
reside in the New Town, and, disregarding the distance, attend at King's College.

6. That the Principal of the University be supported out of the funds of the two institutions,
m the event of the Government refusing to furnish a salary, which would place him apart from
the respeetive College Couneils,

7. That the Faculty of Arts and Theology be rendered complete in King's College; that
the Faculties of Medicine and Law be establishied in Marischal f'ullﬂgv, mguilu-u" with a
moiety of the Aris, viz.. Latin, Greek, and Mathematies.

The reasonableness of this arrangement is considered as depending on the superior antiguity,
chartered vights, and more numerous attendance at King's College, and its being the Uni-
versity of the North of Scotland, taken in connexion with the condition of e New Town of
Aberdecn, as the seat of the Infirmary and Courts of Law.

Any attempt to render imperbeet the present Corriculum of Artz in King's College would
unavoidably touse the active apposition of the North of Scotland to a measure, which would
ke viewed as contemplating the ultimate extinetion of King's College as a School of Aris.
It may be added that parents in the North are exceedingly partial to the retivement of Old
Aberdeen, and 1o the family character of the establishment, reposing great confidence in the
value of the professorial inspection of their sons, which prevails. '

The proposed arvangement is vearly that which was recommended by Sir Robert Pecl's
Commission, with the exception of the moiety of the Avts, reluctantly, for the reason stated
above, conceded to New Aberdeen.

B Iis pnwmm-:l thiat thee ]lll'hlir: grants to the two Colleges will be continued, and may be
viewed in reference to the propesed arrangement as a portion of the funds admitting of “dis-
tribution,

Unirersify of
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PRESENT ENDOWMENTS OF KING'S AND MARISCHAL COLLEGES.

Kiwvg's Covrrae. i Marisonan CoLLEGE.
s £ & d
L Pringipal . . . . o & &= ol 28018 10/ {'Prineipal s & « & & o & 324 5 91
Divinity. . . o s 404 T 6 | Divimity . . e 19 o 0
Orienial Lml:rumgn:s . 66 17 24 | Oriental '.l.ang;nag‘es oy ol 67 4 0
Elrb-[mump'l.l wnil ]"ml'irasr:r nf {"m:k 156 2 37 | Chorch History . . 5 0O 0
Humaoist . . . Fedeliiiar. " e 188 4 42 | First Regent, Latin nnrl Nliuml
Mathematice . s o+ e o« afl 16812 65 History . . Al et 184 5 =
MNataral l"lnlmn]:h_-, a . W 162 7 37 Second Regent, Gk, 5 184 &5 ﬁi
Moral Pll-l]"‘-ﬂilhj’ BE o par R P R 171 13 11:% | Thind Regent, Nataral 'I’hl]mnph}' 194 5 8
Civilist . . PR B 184 10 47 | Foorth Regent, Moral ]'hlluﬂ_r]_:h}' : 188 5 B
Mediciner . . . . . . . .| 2001 4 4%  Molbematics . . i s 5 10
—_— Medieine. . o . . . . 46 11 &
2134 15 9 (:hemialrj' i T e T3 0 0
L [
Faculty of Theolog . BE2 B T It Total Ewdowment. . . £ 1,615 100 14
Ans, Law, oml Medicine 1,252 15 1
Total E 2134 18 9 |
— e e re] x ..I - 5§ o e = o
PROPOSED ALTERATION IN PRESENT ENDOWMENTS.
Kino's Covvea, Mantsenas ConLrog,
£. £ d £l
Principal from legs-s College . . .| 200 0 0 Principal. . . g 200 0 0
I. Divinity. . . s e ol B DO Oriental Languages, transferred . 67 4 0
Biblical Crilicism . b Eis 200 0 0 | Chureh History, ditto ., . . . 5 O 0O
Orriental Languages a":,"l!ﬂb + :H. T i M D 0 [
Church History £50 4 50 4+ 67 . . 167 @ o | Civil Law ond Political Economy . 100 @ 0
e — SealETaw s, o e S aie 50 4 0O
Endowment of Theological Faculty | 967 o0 o |
e Latin or First Regent , . . . 154 5 §
1. From King's College . . 852 Greek or Secomd Regent . . & 184 5 Hi
2. From Marischal Collere . 117 Muathematics, s at present . . . 198 5 10
—{ 967 0 0 | -
| Anatomy and I‘h_','sh.l[u'r)' S 100 0 @
II. Arts. Surgery . i g o o
Latin, o5 ot present. . ., . . .| 188 4 ;17 | Theory and I‘ra-uhr_a:— af "I.ledmme g g o o
reek, dillo.. - . . o o . . 199 2 37 | Matema Medica. . . « .« =« . LU U
Mathematics, ditto . S 168 12 65 I Midwifeny | e e B0 e [ M)
Maotural Phitosophy, dite . . . . | 169 7 32 l:.‘hq-mi!ﬂr:.' RN e A e 1 @ 0
Mol Philosophy . . . . . . T 1 I “-e | Bdany . . e AT e
Logic, Civilist's Salary., . . 154 100 4% !
‘\.tll.lt’ll.! llihlﬂ.‘ll}, ‘I-IL"d||_||t|_|_ & ._;||:-rl.r = anl 4 L"!- | £ l,,ﬁﬂ--l 1 35-
Endowment of the Facully of Arts £ 1,252 15 14 | Deficicney of Endowment £13. 112, 134,
Excess of Enlowment 32, 7 . !
Unipevsity of The following remarks may illustrate the practical character of the plan .—
Aberdacn, Thealogy.
King's College, a. Unless the Principal be enjoined to teach one of the Classes, there will be a deficiency
—————. o enddowment, anid even if all the Profossors had £200 of salary, their incomes would be inferior
Professor Fleming. 1, yjye « symall livings™ in the churech.
a0 Oectober 1537, &. ‘The present Professorship of Church History could be easily transferred to King's Cal-
lege by the Crown, or, il considerel v:s:|n~tlil-||t, might remain in the mean time attached 1o
Marisehal College.

e. The :rpﬂ-.ﬂ-_ﬂ organical change in thiz department would be the teansference of the
Chair of I'.Ill. inity from \Ianﬂ hal C'U“t"""l. to |'u||l:r ] Cﬂ"l""’"(‘ 1o be l.lltll'llati.h endowed from the
fumds of huww {'ullu;l_,n

o Il the (hmr of Oriental Languages of Marizchal (‘ulleg(' could not, h'a- an ﬂf|111t‘1h]c
avrangement with the Patron, be u:umrpumhll with the one in hmﬂ' 5 Lu“t‘gl-, it might con-
tinue 1:1111: «l with Marischal College, and have allotted to it the {|i."|:.:r11|1u|.t of the Modern
Oriental Languages,

e. The fees from the Theological Students to be limited in amount. They are rendered
necessary by the defeetive endowments,

Arls,

In the King's College there would be re fuire el two organical ::ll"l.l'l,',!('-u

1. The conversion of the Civil Law Chair into one of L o, Tliis, however, may be ron-
deredd unnecessary, if two classez of Maoral Philosophy were taught by the same I’mﬁ_-::nr, the
first or 1ll1mnl.|n one embracing Logic. In this case the Chetr may be transferred to
Marischal College, amd the hmlmrr.lrc .lrl' ap[l]w:i toaid the funds of ]'n.IH“ = ﬂﬂllb"¢+
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2, The conversion of the Chair of Medicine into a Chair of Chemistry and Natural His-
tory. The Chairs in the Faculties of Law and Medicine of King's College to be thus trans-
ferred to Marizchal Cellege.

In Marischal Colh::u the I"u"uwi]:g nl:angc':i would be NECESSAry i=—

'ﬂlmkagy.
The Divinity Chair to be transferred, and ultimately endowed from the funds of King's
Ch]lngt'. Church .Il'i‘!'lll:lil"_'l{ 1o be tronsferred to King"s C'u'llt'g{'. lngc'llm:l‘ with Oviental Lan=
guages, or Ngu!a’lﬂl as above.

Aris

The first Regent to be restricted lo Latin, instead of having conjoined with it Civil History,
Natural History, and even Greek.

The second {Egcnt aml Professor of Mathematies to remain as at presomt.

The third and fourth Hpgcntﬂ, or the Chairs of Natural Phil{:mph}' amd Moral ]“IIilﬂcf-n]:I:!.',
to be suppressed,

With rezpect to the Apparatus in Natural Philosaphy, which would thez require to be
transferred to King's College, compensation could be given from the funds of King's Colleze
to the Lihrar:.' of E‘Inriﬂclml Enl]{-g{-.

With respeet to the Astronomical apparatus of both Colleges, it would be expedient, with
a view to the institution of @ elass of Practical Astronamy, that it should be placed in King's
College, and an Assistant to the Professor of Natural Philesophy appointed to conduct that
:]ercurtmrnt under s superintendenee,

There would be added 1o Marizehal follq_lgo the Chair of Civil Law, 10 be endowed with
the funds of a Regent’s Chair: this, with the addition of the Lectureship on Seoteh Law and
Conveyancing, would constitute the Faculty of Law in Marischal Colleze.

The Chairs in the Medieal Faculiy ta be instituted esuld be endowed from the funds set
free, which are at present attached 1o the Principality, the LDivinity Chair, awd the two
Regents’ Chairs suppressed,

Uintil an endowment can be oltained for the Lectureship of Botany, and for the Botanical
Gaorden, an arrangement similar to that which prevails at present, or one with the Professor
of Natural His‘lur_l,.', might be agreed upon.

Mauseane.

This ought to be attached to King's College, beeause of the Class, but, above all other con-
siderations, on account of the free air of the site of Ol Aberdeen when compared with the
New Town, where the smoke from the numerous manofuetories wonlid not only render it
impossible to preserve many delicate objects suitably, but where, even for ordinary articles, a
considerable aurmad experse would be unavoidable to keep them in decent cleanliness,

Libirary.

It would seem reasonable, in the event of such an wnion, for cach College to receive one
half (or rather for Marischal College to reccive one-third, as the established rule for division
of grants) of the compensation paid by the Treasury for the Stationers’-Hall books, and for
all the Professors of the Uwniversity, Matrienlated Students, and Members of the University
Court, te have equal aceess 1o both libraries.

Perbaps the Colleges might agree to allow all the books on Physical Science and Literature
to be placed in the library of King'.ﬂ. College, anil those on Law and Medicine in Marischal
Cuollege.

Crrriculinm,

By the plan of union mnmm_plulul, in the two first Sessions, attendance may be given
either at Marischal College or King's College ;—during the two last, at King's College 3 that
attendance be required on Natural Philosophy, Moral Philosaphy, and Natural History,
during the frs last Sessions.  This seems of vast importance 1o give the Stulents fime 1o
reflect, and to acquire an babitwa! acquaintance with subjects which, aceording to the present
maode, are kurriedly studied, and probalily on that aceount teo frequently fergotten.

It has been objected by the Senatus of Marisehal College ( Ev. P 326) against the study
of Natural and Moral Philosophy in the same vear, that by such an union of studies the miml
would be filled with “ideas totally opposite to cach other ™ that it wonld compel the students
““to familiarize themselves at the same time with two totally different kinds of evidence ; and,
in short, to have, i a manner, two different babits of mnd,”

The confining of the sty of Matural and Maoral Flhill:r_'itl‘llll:,.' to the last vear of the Session

woiild e uln'iémly unsuitable,  But surely the incongruity of Greck, l.:'n:iu, Clivil History,
Natural Hiﬁlnl'}‘. and Mathematics during e second Session, as at present, in Marisehal
College, is as obvious as in the case objected to,
i The objection to the present plan, as leading to an inerease of expense in the Currieulum,
15 surely of small importanee, when it is considered that upwards of L1600 per annpum are
expended in the support of Bursars at King's College alone, and that upwards of £250 of
that sum Are gi‘-‘{"ll away lo the Bursars by competation.  Henee it appears that, in orler (o
secure an University education, porerty forms no impediment.

Homswrs.
It is ":“E'.{"-'!‘“‘fl that, ad the end of the fourth Session, Studemta grealified shall receive the
degrec of Bachelor of Arts, aml that those Students who, in addition, shall have attended
Civil Law, Chemistry, Botany, and Practical Astronomy, and been found qualified, shall

|

Elmiwersity o
4 nl‘arrf-ﬁ.'n!'l:-', .

Kfng‘E:Hrge.
Professor Fleming.
af ﬂ‘ﬂ;r 1537,
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receive the degree of Master of Arts ; and that the higher honours in Law, Divinity, and
Mexlicine shall not be conferred exeept on those in possession of the inferior degrees. §

Students of Divinity, Law, or Medicine may attend these =n pnl|3|'|||;~'|:|'[,a,r_|‘,I Clazzes, when
they find it suitable, in the course of their professional studies, rFlli:-s arrangement would, in
a greal degree, remove the evil of adding to the number of Sessions,

All honours to be publicly conferred by the Senatus of the University, the site of which to
be King's College.

University Court.

Assuming that a TTniversity Court, il exercising other powers than those of deciding upon
appeals from the Senatus in cases of expulsion, the superannuation of Profeszors when recom-
mended by the Senatus, and of auditing the Accounts, would prove ruinous to the respecta-
bility and efficiency of the Senatus; it is probable that the required control would be suffi-
cient and satisfactory 1o the public by the following constitution of the said Court :—

1. Chanecllor, to be a Peer, elected by the members of the Senatug, and to continue in
office five years.

This arrangement would form a connexion between the University and the House of Peers,
and guand against the injurious conscgquences of indolence or old age.

2, Reetor, to be elected annually, onthe firsf week of the Session, by the Siudents who have
entersd the claszes in the fourth year of the Currieulum, by these of one vears’ standing, as
AB. and all of AM. enteved in any of the classes of Law, Medicine, or Divinity.

This mode of election would give a popular character to this member of the Court, in refer-
ence fo the Students, furnish at the same time a sufficiently large and intelligent constitueney,
and, by fixing the election at the beginning of the Session, avoid the acknowledged existing
evil in Muarischal College of distracting the attention of the Students at the most important
period of the Session.

3. The Lrd Provest of New Aberdeen.

4. The Lord Prorost of Old Alwrdeen.

The presence of these two officials would, in reference to the property of the Colleges, and
the Burse Funds especially, give the publie full confidence in their good management,

5. The Mewder of Parlinment for the County.

6. The Member of Parliament for the City.

These two members of the Court would render the House of Commons more aceessible, in
any case, in which the interests of the [.’:ui-:erstitjr mighl be concerned.

7. The Madevator of the Syvnod of Aberideen,

There iz an objection against the Principal being a member of this Court, on account of his
being the head of the Senatus,

In the preceding notes the present funds have been exelusively considered. But sl.lmly,
when the importance of the object is fully contemplated—the interests of education in the
north of Scotland—the expectation seems reazonable that the Royal Commissioners will
recommend in their Report that a more liberal scale of endowment be adopted toward the
teachers of youth in this University during the period of their active labours; amd that ];Im-
vision he likewise made for their retirement when, from old age or other circumstances, their
usefulnesz shall have become impaired.

Plan of a Curriculum for the consideration of the Commissioners :—

I. Session.

Hours per Day. Feos,
- R I e
| 5T T L e BT R - - )
(eredil o 8 pa i g 2 1
Mathematica . . . 1 L B AL
ety T R
I1. Session.
B FET | S VR | W 1 [ 1)
2] R S S | I 1 0
Mathematies . . . 2 T, A [ 1
—4 —_3 3 0
III. Session.
Nat. History . . . li il R e
Nat. Philosophy . . 1 S L
Mor. P‘ililﬂsﬂphy e I-E- LN A 1)
—A3 6 6 0

IV. Sercion.

Nat. History . . . 1 -
Nat. Philosophy . . I . 4
Mor. Philesophy . . 1 w, 1

— — A

Total = - - FiIB 18 0
Pringipal’s Lectures on the Evidences of Christianity three hours a-week.

[—
e
e
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Suj;p&'mm tary Classes. University of
Civil, Law, and Political Economy. 4 hl-‘ﬂrﬁ-
Chemistry. King's College:
Bu't-:lnr}'. -
Practical Astronomy, Professor Fleming.
20 Oetober 1837,

The fees are here cn:-memF'latod. as on a reduced scale, on the suppesition that a higher
endowment will be given to the Chairs. By such an arrangement a more complete system of
education wonld be furnished L thii ;.-amh of the North of Seotland, withont an increase af
expense.

Dinties of the Sessions.

In the first and zecond Sessions a considerable degree of attention should be bestowed in
the Greek and Latin Classes, on Composition, on Greek and Roman Antiquities, and Classical
Gmgmph 71 and, in the Mathematical Class, to llrux:h'cui 'l'riaugulaliuu, Levelling, &c.

In the third Session,—

The Natural History might include an elementary view of Clemical Alinity—the Ele-
mentary Bodies—the wnion of those constituting Mincrals—the aggregation of minerals
forming Rocks—together with a History of the Air and the Waters.

The Natural Philosophy might include an examination of the Corpuscular Forees, Light,
Hear, Eleetrieit ¢, andl Magnetism.

The Moral ]’iliiﬂh‘ﬂph};‘ might embirace the ilustration of the Nature of the Intelleetual
Powers and their suitable employment.

In the fourth Session,—

The Natural ]'lintnr:r' mighl include Eun-]ug}-, WI}'tulug}‘, and the distribution of Organic

ains,

The Natural Philosophy might embrace the illustration of the doctrines of Statics and
Dynamics, and their application to Solids, Liguids, and Gases in Nature and Art, and the
Prineiples of Astronomy.

The Moral Hlilﬂmp]{}f might embrace the Active Powers and Ethics,

The Leetures by the Principal, on the Evidences of Religion, would be an invaluable addition
1o the present course of study, and would be offered to the Students, after a suitable prepas
ration in the Moral Philosophy of the third Session, respecting the Laws of Evidenee,

The distribution of the S-llhjl“l.'hi i the Jumor and Sensor fﬁu&sw would nw:rm;urily ﬂnrlmutl
on the particular views and experience of the Professors, subject to the control of the Senatus,

In its general character the plan will probably recommend itself, because it preserves the
connexion between the Professor and Student for firo Sessions, and keeps the attention of the
latter, during faco years, continuously directed to the subjects of his Hll.lil:f, 50 as Lo permit Lhe
influence of lime Lo operate in fixing his acquirements on the nmeHory,

The Rev. Dr. Duncen Mearans, Professor of Di'iillil;h". called in aml examined.

1. # Have you considered the :Inu,-alkqn as to the union of ihe (_'ﬂill:gﬁ SIS VOUr eXaml-  Professor Mearns,
nation before the former Commission, and have you seen any reason. in any respeet. to alter or
nm-:!:'f}' any nI}ininn which Vo may have then cxlamiﬂd ™=l have found reason to express
more confidently, and in stronger terms, the unfavourable opinion I had then formed of the
DCasUres in guestion.

2. = Areyou of opinion, that an entire union of the twvo Colleges into one corporation is
expedient or practicable? or, do you think that the union of the two Colleges into one
Uﬂi'i-'f'lﬁii}ﬂ for the purposes of regulating the diﬁ:'ipﬁnu wind course of education in 1w
united Colleses, ]i.uupi.:lg ther res.[u-:;liro P:nrimml'ml rig]lis separale, 15 the pl‘rl’ﬂ'uhlt conrae
—1I refer to the opinion given in my examination before the former Commission, coupled with
the answer given to Question 1.

3. = IF your opinion is adverse to a union under any regulations, e so good as explain the

unads of your Cll.lli'l.'cii.ﬂ-]IE ' — First, It seems the business of those who advocate the eR]e-
diency of 1-1|angm of syslem, .-pu.n-im*lmrlnnt as those ineluded in the measore termed the Do
of the Collegrer, to bring forward reasons in support of it; rather than of those who are
gatisficd with the ['Iihtillg state of Ihi“l':"‘" o 1“.-‘[]-1‘01‘1.‘ TS 1,':~:l1ﬁ,1i|':||rllf' wr 'ilL':Jﬂil.‘uhi.Lil:.‘ of the
measure proposed, under all its possible modifications.  Second, The nature of the measure
n question, when understood as implying the union of the two Colleges into one corporation,
SCEs }IlH‘.l.Lliil.rlj.' L1} mq_uiro the production of subsiantial reasons in its support. sinee the
ex Seie 51:1=?¢|:L1Iicu||.'_l,.' of the 5:_-]E|.:||:¢_~ is manifest j—inasmuch as, instead of adding Lo, it
diminizhes the number of our higher educational institutions.  Third, But so far are the
reasons produced hitherto in justification of this measure from being substantial awd con-
vincing, that it bas, in the hands of s supporlers, been snl{jm-iml to an endless variety of
mn}]lﬁrmium i—the reasons urged in Bwour of each particular seheme of union appearing un-
ﬂt'“ﬁ'"ﬂl"}’ even to the majority of unienists, and each party considering its own speeific as
alone safe and salutary, Fourth, To the scheme of an Ineorporating Union, whicl now
!“‘I'-"'"'l has been almost deserted by its supporiers, Lhe leading and insuperabile objection is the
’ml“"‘"-""hili'}' al '-"Irhl]lu'.'l'lllg the business of r-r_-;mhing in the same effective manner as at present,
were (he parallel clisses m the two Colleges combined.  Were the number of students in the
several classes thus doubled, the existing system of individual examination must be so far re-

laxed, as to prove, in a great measure, wnelfective.  Fyfth, Another formidable objectionis the
I 2
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dificulty of maintaining arder and discipline in such a concourse of youths, from 12 to I8
years of age, as would then compose the several classes.  Sixth, The only effectual anzwer to
these objeetions which can be given is the following ;—that by adopting measures for en-
larging the Curriculum, and otherwise heightening the standard of education alforded,
measures involving a large increase of expense, the number of students attending the united
College will not be greater than the number now found at cach. In other words, the other-
wise insurmountable objections to the scheme of union may be removed, by depriving the
humbler classes of society throughout the North of Scotland, of the privilege enjoyed b nﬁmm
[rom time immiemorial, of obtaming for a portion of the yu-ulh [1'E] uugiug to thess cﬂ;m a
lileral education, with all the im:nﬁmble advantages which have been shown, to result from
that privilege to society at large. Seeewnth, The salutary rivaley hitherto subsisting between the
Colleges in a state of separation and independence has afforded no unimportant security to
the public, that the duties of both should be faithfully and aceeptably discha . By the
meazure of unicn thiz security would be removed.  Fegldh, No scheme of union has been
produced, which has not involved destruction of chartered rights, altogether revolting to those
who regard the maintenanee of public fith, and the sceurity of public institutions, as matters
of importanee.  Ninth, No sehieme of union has been proposed, which has not in like manner
involved violation of lestamentary deeds. conveying funds for the education of poor scholars,
and other benevolent purposes ; thus tending to prevent or check such bequests in time to
come.  Tenth, The scheme of union of the Colleges into one University may be considersd
as indirectly introductive of an incorporating union ; and under the cireumstances of the
Colleges could hardly fail, at no distant period, to lead to it.  Marischal College, from its
lu{'nlit,_l.r. Pﬁ]‘li[‘.l]l:‘lﬂ}' if certain 'IIIﬂI‘lﬂ'SP[l medieal Pmﬁ:&:ﬁnr:ﬂ]ipﬁ are adided to its establishment,
must always be the more influential of the twe.  Its stwdents, furnished chiefly from the town,
could, without inconvenience, submit to a more lengthened and expensive Currieulum pre-
paratory to degrees, than could be accomplished by the students of King's College; and
varions measures might casgily be deviged, harmless in the one case, and distressing in the
other, which would sileotly and gradually work the subversion of the weaker College.
Eleventh, The case of two Colleges in one University is extremely different from that of a
greater number,  The domination of any one is, in the English Universities, readily defeated
by a combination of the others for mutual defence,  Tieelfth, Impartial, and at the same time
qualified examinators for degrees, such as are provided by the English University syslem, are
not to be had here.  Thivteenth, The moderate and salutary rivalry now subsisting between
the Colleges would, by the continual recurrenee of causes of irritation, arising out of the con-
nexion thus established, be exchanged for deep-seated hostility,  Fourleenth, For these and
other reasons, the Senatus of King's College, after a full and deliberate consideration of the
subjeet, oid, in a communication to e Tord Advoeate, of date Macch 1836, express the
following opinion of such a modified union ;—an opinion to which I desire to be considered
as adhering.  “ With perfeet unanimity do they (the Senatus) disapprove of the union of the
twn L‘:nllrg{-s min one I'nin{-rsit_\', m!lﬁiming of two Cﬂllt‘gf’i, iE I NIeASUrE ]mld;iug out no
Eﬂ;ﬂlih-l'l of advantage whatever to the interests of education, or the usefulness of professors ;

ut evidently ealenlated o eripple, impoverigh, and ultimately, to effect the entire suppression
of this, the University of the North of Scotland.”  Fifteonth, Assuming that immevealle
olijections to the scheme of union, under all conceivable modifications, did not exist ; and that
the publie interests might be in some degree benefited by its adopion under certain conditions ;
it iz highly ilw.\;l]\edic-nl to press it at prezent.  Hecent legislative propositions, having for their
|||,;|Li_m_'| r_rrg.'h“i.l,r. @ :|;,|;|i‘1_1,-!t |:|n|I e H}'11L'|'|': al |.1I:Ii'|.'l'1‘n';11.' '.H.Lll'li.!l:ii'.l.':l1"|n|l :Huk ";I'l“]:,'. AN uﬂh:ﬁng
deeply the religious as well as educational interests of all elasses of the community, have
rouscel the indipnant opposition, net of University men only, but of the Church, and of the
country. The seheme of union of the Aberdeen l‘ullvgl.'s has been mixed up with those pro-
prosed 1:||:-1|:L;,:-.'.<,' so that it 15 quite impossible to carry it it effect at present. under any
modification, with such a cordial feeling of concurrence, either on the part of those most con-
cermed in ils ilLll.r]'ﬂ.itllL anid maistenance, or of the people at large, as conld afford even a
tolerable chanee of its proving beneficial or iu-rm:umn’r. ;

4. “If you think a union practicable and advisable, would you state your views as to the
extent and wature of the arrigements, which should be made in that cas=e? In particular,
whether the union should be of the Colleges into one corporation, or only of the Cumgﬁ into
one University 1"—Considering the scheme of union, under all itz modifications, az more or
less unjust and injurions, it scems inconsistent on my part to suggest arrangements for its
adoption,

R | 3 you think that the ['n'llegp:’- iy e united into one l_'ni.'.'or.»:ir}', would you recommend
the patronage of the Professors in the respeetive Caolleges to confinwe as at present; or to be
vested in the erown, or otherwise settled, adequate compensation being made to the existing
Prolessars for the loss thereof during their lives 7"—The scheme of glienation of teast-rights,
vested in a eorporate body for the public interest, which alienation or surrender is consented
to by the existing members of that body, in virtiue of pecumary arraigements, by which they
are themselves benefited, seems liable to a general ohjection, rendering of little -!'l:lmpnrmi.r'é
importance any specilic objeetions which may be against it.

G, I consider as alveady answered.

7. v Age yoi all npiuiu:;, thaat any I“mﬁ-:h'ur::hl]'r at present established in either Cﬂl].-l"g(‘ o
either be abolizshed, or ils income appropriated to a different branch of science or literature,
due provision and eompensation being made as to the existing interest of the present incum-
bent? 1§ so. be pleased to speeify what class or elasses in either College you would pmipoee
to be altered " —I am of opivion tliat no Professorship established in this College—of ihe
other 1 cannot so mu[i:]-:-utl:.' speak—can bhe il.ho|:'i~.=.l|.ﬂ'l,lur its ineomae u}'lpm]:riutell to a different
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branch of science or literature. To other reasons sufficiently obvious, may be added, that
where there is only a single Professorship in a particular faeully, that Professorship cannot be
extinguished without destroying the general character of the seminary as a University.

8. Is already answered.

9. ¢ Assuming that the l:'znlhrges may pﬁsE-ihl}' be united, either by Parliament, or !"1" the
conzent of the Colleges at a future period, does any alteration oceur 1o you as expedient, on the
plan of the University Court recommended by the former Commissioners "' —1 think the plan
of the University it recommended by the former Commissioners is unconstitutional ;
dr!ng]ing to the Professors, destructive of discipline, by no means conservalive of the
property or privileges of Universities, and detrimental to the publie interests.

I presume you have seen the Commission under which the present Commissioners were
originally appointed ; and I would beg to ask, il you have any swggestions to make to the
Commission in regand to King's College '—No suggestion occurs to me at this moment,
which, under existing circumstances, 1 think it proper to propese, '

D, Jumes Bannerman, Professor of Medieine, called in and examined.

You were examined by the former Commission 7—I was,

Have the goodness fo give us your answers to the following queries in their order: 1.
“ Have you considered the question as to the union of the Colleges since your examination
hefore the former Commission, and lave seen any reason in any respect to alter or modily any
opinion which you may have then expressed 7 "—1 have considered the question, and 1 beg
ta say, in answer, that [ adhere to the opinion formerly expressed by me to the former Com-
MIEsSI0Ners.,

2. « Are you of opinien that an entire union of the twe Colleges into one corporation is
expedient or practicable? or do you think that the union of the Colleges into one University
for the purposes of regulating the discipline and course of education in the united Colleges,
keeping their respective patrimonial rights separate, is the preferable course 7"—1 do not
Hi'lILIk that the union of the twe Colleges into one Corporation is expedient, and I question it
it is practicable. 1 do not think that the union of the Colleges into one University for the

urpose specified is expedien:, and T question il practicable.

3.« IF your opinion is adverse to a wuion under any regulations, be o god as explain the
round of your objections 7 "—T am of opinion that the interests of education—Ilocal education
tere—would suffer by such a woion, aml that the educational interests also of the surreunding

community would suller by it.  This, 1 consider, answers Query 4,

3. Y IF you think that the C-::l]l:g-:'e-'. may be united into one [.Tni.u.'rrf-'-il]..', would you recoms.
mend the patronage of the Professors in the respective Colleges to continue as at present, or
to be vested in the Crown, or otherwise seitled, adequate compensation being made to the
existing Professors for the loss thereol during their lives ? "—In the event of such a union 1
ghoull imagine, perhaps, that vesting the patronuge in the Crown would be preferable,

Assuming that the Colleges should be united into one University, be pleased to specify
what classes you would recommend to be taught in each; in particular, il your opinion is
that there should be double Chairs for Latin, Greek and Mathematics, do vou think that there
are Students at present frequenting both Colleges to make it expedient 1o have double Chairs
in any el the ether branches ! "—Under such eireumstances 1 should coneeive that the interests
of the commumity would require doulile Chairs for Latin, Greek and Mathematies ; bot [
would searcely recormmend double Chairs for any of the other branclies.

* Are you of opinion that any Professorship at present etablished in either College can
either be ul.'rc}lir»'lw-:!. or ils ingome appropriated to o different branch of science or literature,
ilue 1;TDTiHiﬂ11 and compensation being made as to the existing interest of the present incum-
bent ? if so, be '|rh'==l:'.ﬂ.'«|l[ to specily what class or classes in either l;;n:hll-rgo would you propose o
be altered ?"—1 would not recommend that any class should be either abolished or altered.

7. Assuming that Parliament would be disposed 1o gramt a reasonalile sum for the endow-
ment of such additional Professorships as might be necessary lor improving or eompleting the
Curriculum of Education in the different faculties in the united University, what new Chairs
would you suggesl as proper in that case? "—Under sisch an ovent, perhaps the Medical
FE.I:'II]”[ should e made 10 u]}pﬂmcll 1% ||.p.;|.ri-_|.-' a% pmsihle 1o the I':flinl:-mgh e e,

Is this as eligible a situation for teaching Medieal elasses as Mavischal Colleze 1—No,
As to the facalty of Medicine, every eirenmstance makes it preferable that the seat of it should
Le in New Aberdeen, and one in particular, viz, that it is the seat of the hospitals,

9  Aseuming that the Colleges may possibly be united, either by Parlisment or by the
consent of the l"hl]i'gh!h at o future period, does any alterntion aeeur Lo you as uxpmlia-i:r, anl
the plan of the University Court, recommended by the former Commissioners ? "—1I have no
particular alteration to suggest.

The Rev. Dr, Pateick Forlies, Prolessor of Humanity, ealled in and examined.

. Have you considered the question as to the union of the Colleges sinee your examina-
tion before the former Comumission, and have yvou scen ANy Feas0n in any |~1‘.=~l.17||-|'l to alter or
:|1_1-;:|i1'3' any opinion which you may have then .I:':I.;‘Ill'l:'hﬁl,'l;l T a spears 1o e thal ihis s
1nom I'L‘Isl}h"l.'!!- iseli illlu 1'|.'|.'4:|-:, for it ;ll:l}' ilhpl}; I|'|1,- wiion of il." 1 by ]'ili_‘l.lh i\'r-: 'il'l1|:"| One LT1'|i_I|'¢'I':5i,l‘l|.'.
b}' wlich unl:,r ande Fill:llh}' of Arts would remain, or the union of the ether Faculiies, with the
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excepiion of the two Faculties of Arts, premu‘ed distinet and separate, inta one L’nivenitr,
Ini regard to the first of these unions, implying the suppression of one of the Faculties of Arts,
I have never altered my opinion, having been always most adverse to the s-ulppmﬂuu of cither
of the Philesophical Celleges; but in regard to the union of the other Faculties into one Thii-
versity, preserving, however, the two Faculties of Arts distinet, to such a union I was, in my
examination in 1826, ]Iiglll}' favourable. On this last puint, however, | have now a]{u-ggthq-l-
aliered my nlainimt.

2. * Are you of opinion that an entire union of the two Colleges into one corporation is expe-
dient or practicable, or do you think that the union of the Colleges into one University for the
purposes of regulating the discipline and course of education in the united Colleges, keeping
their respective |:zdrl||m[|.ia| :r'iglll:s separate, i= the [ml'ﬂ!mhiu courze ?"—I conceive that [ E:a.\'e
already answered the first part of this question, except in so far as that I must say that the
ljrncﬁ(—al_ﬁlilz.' of such an entire union secems to me to be now rendered im'[mssiblu, without the
enfire sacrifiee of the buildings of King's College. T wish Rurther to express distinetly, that
any union of the Colleges into are corporation is, in my judgment, not expedient, and I do
not think it practicable, without great injustice and without pm!uning the worst effects,

3. “If your opinion is adverse to o wnion under any regulations, be so good az explain
the grovnds of your objeetions "—In consequence of the Lord Advocate having come here,
and requesting the members of the Senatus 1o state, either collectively or individually, our
opinicns in regard te the proposals in the former Commission leport; as the University did
ook :il'l:'lll]Fl,ﬁall‘l:f gim their answer, I Ilmugllt 1t NeCessary, [:u:m.:i:ie-ring Ty 0w pam{:l.:]a:r
siluation, to give an answer by letier o lis Lordship, which letter I printed for reasons peculiar
to mysell,  Thiz letter containg my views on this question. Tt iz confined to two points : first,
to showing my ideas of the danger of legislative interference with the Colleges altogether,
amd pointing out how it was possible by the exercize of the powers of the present Universit
authorities o ui:i:umlﬂi-ih all that mu]j he desined, exeepl 1t was meant to make a radieal
r.ll:mgc- in the constitution of the Universities ; the second part containg my answer to this
questicn. [ beg leave, therefore, to produce a copy of this letter ; but as it was written on the
spur of the moment in consequence of the Lord Advocate's requisition that the answers should
be given within 1en days or o fortnight, I have made some corrections onit. It explains the
views which I still entertain on the subjeet.—( Leiter kanded in.)

4. Answer to this query superseded.

5 o 0F o think that the Calleges nay he united intoone Lfni\'u-r.ﬂ,.itl.g wolel vou recommend
the patronage of the Professors in the respective Colleges to continue as at present, or to be
vested in the Crown or otlerwise seitled, adequate compenzation being made to the existing
Professors for the loss thereo! {Iuring their lives? Do any spen:-i[m Lﬂ}j,m‘riuus oeeur Lo you as
to the latter plan #"'—I must :l.::knn'nrltwl;_:n mly.-ir:]E' incapable, at present, to Vi any dleeided
npilﬁ-;ln an the difficult lll.lE'Flil!hI'l, m what body or persons tlie patronage of Professors’ Chairs
ought 1o be vestel.  But [ must state :llulinm'.l;,' that I conceive the vesting of the patrenage in
the Crown to be attended with serious difficulties.  And were it so vested, I deem i absolutely
NECesSArY that some sort of cefo should, at the same tire, be vested in the Uniﬁ:mitr autho-
rities ; for [ cannot conceive that any greater hardship could be inflicted on the members of a
College than that a Principal or Professor, without a particle of either literature or of science,
should be forced upon them; aml 1 beg to state that this is no hypothetical caze. I must
farther say that whilst 1 am not unaware of the oljections that may be made to the patronage
being vested in the Senatus, yet 1 think the public have a very powerful cheek upon its bein
impml:f-rl:,' exercised @ because, in the first p]awq the interest of the Professors themselves woul
miake them careful not to select a person who was not cnpnliln ul:’ﬂni.ng his tluty,,n'r who would
not also be active, as IIm-J,' believed, in endeavouring to perform it In the seeond place, the
opinion of the public must have a powerful influence upon such a small body as the Senatus of
a University; aml 1 beg leave to add a remark in rl to the exercise of the patronage of
thiz University sinee T came into it,—that T verily believe it has been exercised to the best of
the judgment of the electors, and certainly, as the last election shows, without regard to political
sentiments, As to the last part of the query, I consider it quite inadmissible that the existing
Professors should receive te themselves individually any censideration for the loss of the patro-
nage, should it ever be taken from them; but it mig'h.t. then be matter of consideration whether
compensation would not be due to the College.

6. Assuming that the Colleges should be wnited inte one University, be pleased to speeil;
what Classes you would recommend to be taught in each. In partieular, if your opinion is
that there should be double Chairs for Latin, Greek, and Mathematies, do vou think that
there are students al present frequenting both Colleges to make it expedient to have double
Chairs in any of the other branches 7"—I am fully of opinion that there are students attending
all the Claszes of the Philesophical Course sullicient 1o employ two Professors in each of the
Classes now taught in the two Colleges, provided that the system that has always been pursued
in these Colleges is intended 1o be kept up, namely, that of strict public and private exami-
nation,

7. “ Are you of opinion that any Professorship now established in either College can either
be abolished or its income appropriated 1o o different branch of seienee or literature, due pro-
vision and compensation being made as to the existing intercst of the present incumbent?  IF
so, be pleased 1o speeily what Class or Classes in either College you would propose to be
altered ¥'—I am not ul’ulﬁuiqn ihat any ]"'rn‘l"o.f-nnrﬁllip shoulid be abolished.

“ Are you of opinion that medicine can be tauglt to advantage in the College, wi.mn there is
only an endowment for one Professor '—By no means; but I have =aid something on that
subject in my letter to the Lond Advocate, and [ shall advert to it in my answer to the next
guestion.
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B. “ Assuming that Parliament wounld be disposed ta grant a reasonable sum for the endow-
ment of such additional Professorships as might be necessary for im;:rm'ing and completing
the Curriculum of education in the different faculties in the united University, what new
Chairs would you suggest az proper in that caze?"—In regard to the Curriculum of Arts, the
only additional Chair which I would propose in this College is that of a Professorship of
Chemistry. [ have always considered it as a most txtm-l;lnfillar}’ thing that, whilst a Chair
of Natural Philosophy was deemed indispensable to a Curvieulum of Arts, there is no such
appointment as a Professorship of Chemistry, a science, to say the least, equally useful and
important, atiached to the Curriculum of Arisinany Universily in Seotland ; noris attendance
on a Chemieal Class required as a part of the Curriealum of Arts in any of the other Univer-
sities, except in this. r_L.‘!:l,r opinion is, that three different Classes of Chemistey ouglt to be
taught in every University : first, that of the General Elements of Chemistry forming part of
the Curriculum of Arts; second, that of Practical Chemistry, which must be of the nature of
a pvimte class, as it can be attended hy mlJ:l,' a few ]_:lu[ﬁls al the same tinee with any m].l'ﬂ.nlilgu;
and third, that of Pharmaceutical Chemistry, which should be attached to the Medical
Faculty.

Are you of opinien that a Professorship of Logic, separate from Moral Philosophy, might
not be advantageously introduced into the Curriculum of Aris?—I do not think se, excepi
the Curriculum were farther extended than 1t now 15, as the tme of the Students 1z so (ul ¥
cu:c'upiv-:i unier the present srrangement that T do not see how it eould be foisted in.

Are you of opinion that any aystem should be introduced for teaching the Evidences and
Prineiples of Christianity as a part of geneeal edueation ?7—=Thiz 1 should eonsider of the

test impnnnnr.n'; and we have mml:thillg of this kind i this University, in what s called
ﬁl:'-u?l.lunlq;'- Lecture, gi'l.'m: every Hnmdu_:,' :11urt|i11g ta all the Students and Professors in the
public school by the Professor of Divinity, en the Principles of Practieal Religion, which [
apprehend eannot be discussed without frequent references to, and explications of, both
Natural and Revealed Religion,

9, “ Assuming that the Colleges may possibly be united, either by Parliament or by the
conzent of the (%j]lfgﬂ. at o futare pr'-riml, doea any alteration occur io yiou as FN'E‘.IM“.{"H' on
the plan of the University Court recommended by the former Commissioners ?"—In regand to
the plan of the University Court recommended by the former Conmmissioners, T have already
made some observations m the letter to the Lond Advoeate, T coneeive that any plan 1'.'|I1'.L'ir|
would take out of the Professors” hands the management of the pecuniary coneerns of the
Co'll:oge: miat he .'lllq'lgﬁlllﬁ'l' destructive of their l'mlwn::lnhiiilz; anil 1|5f=ﬁ|||11-5.4.; for ﬁ'll]:-rm:aiug
that any peer af the realm lad his estate taken out of hiz own management by an Act of Par-
liament, whilst the whole rents were paid over to him by Commissioners, I would ask
whether his respectability and influence would not be greatly diminished? In the only
instance tog, where this has ||r|:|'|]1('11mi in Seotland, so far az known to me, mlm-o-l:,‘, in Fdin-
burgh, it is believed that the management of the funds has pot been very satisfactory, but, on
the contrary, that they have been actually alienated. 1 must here state i the strongest terms
that great injustice was done to this University in the Report of the last Commission, in which
it was stated that this University was very considerably in debt.  The faet iz that thiz Uni-
versity now does not owe one farthing, with the exception of a debt upon the buoildings con-
tracted through o long serics of time, and for which the buildings and manses of the Profes-
sors are at this time answerable.

Have you any suggestions to make te this Commission regarding King's College 2—I am
not prepared immediately to make suggestions ; but 1 shall probably, in revising my evidence,
transmit a paper of notes to the Commssioners on the subject.—[ The witness withdrew.]

[ The witness, in revising hiz Evidence, made the following addition.]

In addition 1o my answers fo Querr 8 1 ber leave to say that it would, in m |:a|_:|:'||1i4.)-t1.r i -
tribute 1o the success of the Medical School in Aberdecn that the present Lectureships in
Medicine should be converted into H-.giu.s Professorships, the one hall of them to be attached
to the Senatus of the one ﬂ-ﬂllngﬂ and the other halfl to the other. It seems to me that the
PI'I'.lﬁ'S-EL'II".‘-..EI:i.]I in Botany will be .v.::'r'rlllmr:lli'|.'-(-|:|,r inefficient without & Botanieal Garden, A
Prafessor of Natural History, who would teach Zoology and Geology during the Swmmer
Seasan, would no doubt be a valuable addiion to the course of general as well as medical
eilucation,

As 1o the query regarding the addition of a Professorship of Logic separate from that of
Moral Philosophy 1o the Currieulum of Arts, T beg to state very brielly my reasons for deem-
g such an addition unmeCessary.

E.|'|I'l'!r't‘ are two Scienees, or more properly two parts of the Science of Logic @ 1st. The Aris-
totelian Lagie, which Archhishop '!-'l'hﬂ.'i'!}" lias righﬂ‘\r shown, lias nothing to do with processes
of reasoning for the discovery of truth, but is whelly confined to teaching the manner of stating
correctly propositions in werds, and deteeting incorreet statements of such propositions or =yl-
logisms in language either written or spoken. Now it is not too much to aver that the ele-
ments of this science, as defined and systematized by Whately, may be tuught in a fortnight
bj" thie Maoral I’l'lill:wh]:h}' Professor, and ks whele after course and private exeroses will
furnish abwndant apporiunitics nl'oxrnrpﬁﬁling it to the Stadentz and ﬂxerciuing them upon it.
ﬁ"”jl'_- The Inductive, or, what has been Rl}'lﬂ,l I,I"I,' some, Rational Losie.  To the use of this
Lﬂl‘n‘;!l'- and to a general acquaintanee with its principles, the Students me, in this College, have
studied Mathematies, Chemistry, and Natural Philosophy, before they enter the Moral Phi-
losophy Class, have been alread v introduced and therefore well prepured for the study of it,
in a systematical and philosophical manuer, as soon as it shall Lﬂ. reveived o systematical
and philesophical form, which cerfainly, as Professor Dugald Stewart often complains, it has
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not yet assumed. But at any rate the Professor of the Intellcetual amd Ethical Philosophy,
which are both comprehended in the term Moral Philosophy, as employed in our University,
must teach this seience as far as it is known, and be eontinually referring to its principles in
every step of his progress. To appoint a separate Professor for these seiences would there-
fore be unnecessary, and, in fact, improper, as it would be impossible to keep their provinces
distinet and separate, and would only induce unnecessary expense and waste of time to the
Students.

But it would be a most important and valuable addition 1o the Moral Philosophy Class,
and indeed to all the Classes. particularly the Language Classes, were tutors attached to the
Colleges, who, besides teaching privately, should be obliged to assist the different Professors
in examining the private written tasks of the Students, and also in assisting in the publie exa-
minations for prizes and degrees.  The want of such assistantz has been so ,r.tmnghr felt in
other Universities that it is believed that some Professors have resorted to the futile, and, T am
afraid in a University, almost ridiculous substitution of monitors taken from among the Stu-
dents themselves.

Were, however, salaried tutors, who had gzained their situations by merit solely, attached to
the different departments, there is little doubt but that seel wn institution wounld not only be a
high stimulsz to learning and seience in generl, but would alzo render much more efficient
the system of examinations, which in this {?uiwrsh}‘ is consiclered to be the most essential part

aof our plan of education.
P.T.

[Tﬁg’- Lﬁ:ﬂau—fﬂg Leller wax ordered fo be pdded as prrd z_.-,r'.ﬂ&e Eeidenee g__,l"'mg urfhu-;-.;.]

My Lorp,
T eonsequence of the invitation given by your Lordzhip to the Members of the Senatus of

King's College, to express ther ﬂpil:imm. either c:ﬂlrrtiwl}' or il:uliridually. :n:gmding Bills 1o
be brought inte Parliament at the commencement of next Seasion, to make cilm:gm on the
state of the Universities of Scotland, and of this University in particular, in some degree
founded on the recommendations of the Royal Commisgion of 1826 and 1830, T now take the
liberty of addressing a few remarks to your Lordship on this 1;mpn9ﬁ1 meazure, althoush I
am well aware that the sentiments of =0 humble an individual, and, as some Ny think, =0
]m‘jmliczﬂl a one, ean have Litle wuigh! an 0 momentous a subject.

“1 mmst begin with stating, oxp]‘itritly. that 1 deprecate all I:l'-gi.ﬂ.lnt[m mterference with the
system of our Universities and Schools, which are so intimately connected in their relations,
thit what affeets the Universities must also deeply alfect our Schools, upon the ground of the
fact that both of these, as IJTL‘EI.']IH_'\-' conztituted, have 1lnﬂ1:niu|.||_'!.' prvr.uJ_llm‘ll the effeet oxpeclul
from such institutions, namely, the geveral good sclucation of the people, better than any ziich
inztitutions in Furope. [ am quite aware that there are Universities and Schools in which
higher and more extensive education is given, but which is at the same time necessarily
attended with mueh heavier expenze, and requires many more years. and iz consequently
within the reach of but few, comparatively. Such Universities and Schools, every one must
soe, would be quite unsuited to the eircumstances af tlis country, amd are mr!a.'tnl}' unsnited
to the cirenmstances of the great mass of the population in any ecountry. How few, for
instance, have the benefit of a University education in England, in ]|i1m[lml'mn to the popu-
lation, compuared with those in Scotland wiio have that advamaze 7 But, perhaps, it may be
ohjected, that our Umversity edueation in Seotland searcely descrves the name.  This, how-
ever, i3 far from being true, for i s, in faet, mueh mare a Ull‘n't'l'sh:.' education, in the origingl
genze of the term, than that in England ; for the greater part of the seiences are taught in
most of the Seotel Universities, which is not the ease in our sister country.  But it has ':ignin
been objected that it iz only the mere elements of erudition and science which are taught in
them. ‘This is quite true, aml, in my opinion, is the great excellence of the system: for, if the
elements of a seience be learned under a proper teacher, any person of maderate eapacity and
perseverance may easily pursue it by himsell to any extent.  ‘Those, therefore, whe have been
educated in the Scoteh manner, and have been attentive students, are fitted for any situation in
life, where Providence may be pleased 1o place them, and at a very early age too, as they are
prepared lo acquire completely whatever branch of science or erudition they may find neees-
sary. They are educated in a way which, while it expands their minds by displaying to them
the extent, and inmtiating them into the elements, of human knowledge, at the same time fits
them for being practical men.  Experience justilies this remark, for we fnd our country men
well qualified to push their way in the world, and to distinguish themselves in every line of
life. This has been attributed to our national charvacter, and not a few flippant remarks on
this point ave frequently thrown out,  But it would be well were the persons whe indulze in
theze to ask themselves what forms a national character ? It eannot be zaid, in the eaze of the
Seateh, that we have a character derived  from our race, and inhersnt in our nature, such as
has been obzerved to 'lenng' to different races of men: lor the Scoteh are deseended from two
races of men having very different charnoteristios, the Saxons and the Celts; yet 1 do not
helieve that it will be ';lilegcl:] that, thmigh a marked difference of character be stll oliservable
in these two races in =Seotlamnd, there 15 any differenee in their being l‘qlbil.“:r wall qualified 1o

mizh their way as proction! men in the world. H}’ those, therefore, who will take the trouble
of inveat iﬂﬂLiI;H' thiz matter, the canse of this allowed quality of the Seoteby will be acknow-
ledged to be the general diffusion of good education. not confined to attempted excellence in
one or two branches of learning, and they will feel themselves compelled to aseribe it prinei-
pally to the comparatively little expense of time and money required for a University education



UNIVERSITY COMMISSIONERS, SCOTLAND. 4l

in this country, having put it within the reach of so many, even of the lowest classes, lo acquire
it during the last twe or three hund red years.

“ The connexion between the Universities, and not anly the parechial schools, but almost
all the sthools in Scotland, is owing to the cheapness of University education rendering it so
eommon that there is no want of eandidates who have been educated at a University for
almost any sehool, however poorly cndowed, or even nol endewed at all. To doubt that a
schoolmaster who has had this advantage i8, caberis ;pﬂrfﬁnl-v, much better qlluliﬂmi than one
who has not, would be absurd. Henee the sehools in Seotland are, undoubredly, o fhe whole,
supplied with very superior teachers to those who are in the same situation in our sister
country. While it is readily allowed that in the great schools there very superior teachers
are lo be found, it is apprebended that the number of schools in England which have teachers
bred at the Universities is very limited indesd ; and it 35 well known that & great number =0
from our U niversities to become teaclers in the Englisll aculemies, and to set up sehonlz fop
themselves, otherwise the want of the general diffusion of University edueation in that country
woulidl beeome much more severely ol

i To your i.ur[lsl]ip_ who, az an Elder of our Established Chureh, must be well acquninuu,l_
with the bearings of our Universities on that venerable establishment, it iz unnecessary to dwell
on the great benelit it has derived from the abundant supply of sufliciently edueated persons
to serve at its altars.  That a country, so poor as Seotland long was, and as many parts of it
still are, should have never for any length of time wanted such ministers—ansd that, too, whiis
no less than eight years” attendance at the University is required of each candidate for that
office, iz really surprising, considering the poor endowments of the Chareh, which certainly
hold out to no one any tempting objects of worldly ambition ; and, undoubtedly, this could
not have happened, had not the desire of education been very generally inspired, in con-
sequence of itz general diffusion and easy attainment.  Any change, then, in a system so well
adapted for the purposes of good and general edveation, and which has produced o national
character and condition confiessedly allowed by our English neighbours te be of a superior cast,
I must earnestly degpreeate.  Lemslative imterference by Parliament, however, 1 do appreliend
must either have this view, or be unnecessary. A bill for this purpose might indeed be a
mere money Lill, for sugmenting salaries, Se. Dol 1 umderstood frem your Lovdship referring
us particularly to the propositions made by the Hoyal Commissioners, that much more was
intended.

“ With regard to any minor changes, not invelving a change of system, I obiject to legislative
interference, beeause | eontend that it is unnecessary, il beeause it must almost unavoidably
be most prejudicial. It is unneeessary, beeanse there iz full power in the University Courts
to introduce any such minor changes as may, after due deliberation, be deemed :i:l::.'imhh- C
and, in fact, such changes have been going on continually and progressively ever since these
Universities were cstablished, as circumstances seemed to requive, or the public to demand.
And T eannot doulst that each [Ill;l'n'l‘ﬁh:-' would, on the recommendation of its hig'wr courts,
or of His Majesty, the general visitor, take imo consideration, and adopt such changes as
should after due deliberation be deemed advisable.  In the Usniversity to which 1 belons,
many changez have been made during the last 10 years, and many more would have been
made, had I:|'Lr|.-_l,' nol been FJI'I"'I.'{'I“("IL I::.' the L':».;lh:-e'lzl.linll. that some gh'ﬂt th:Illgt':'l wWere con=
templated by the Royal Commission, and ihat, therefore, it was useless to estallish new
measures which might be overturmed n gig months. 1t wost, indecd, be evident to CVErY oie
that it is =0 uull:lplt-h:i:,r the wmterest of the LUniversities of Seotlamd, whose members are in
general so dependent on the number of students whe attend their classes, 1o make the changes
which they know the public requires, or which they have reazon 1o think may be generally
approved, that it seems absund to doubt whether they would hesitate on the point,  Besides,
from the vwmber of Universities in this kingdom, amd the rivalry which neeessarily subsisis
among ihem, if any one of thom leaids the way in nny Mmugc whiiel approves itsell’ on trial to
be a real improvement, the others must follow, etherwise they will suffer in their reputation,
and their members in their individual interest.  And et any one attend to the great changes
which have taken ]lIEIi'I'.' ﬂ.'lur'mg the last century, inthe education given i our Umversities, snd
he eammot il o be convineesd that any such ﬁ;il:‘lllgt‘i as the present cirtumslances Iy nninim
ecan he accomplished without h-gisl:l.th'l? inlerlerene:,

“ Changes introduced by the University autherities have the great advantage, that they may
be introduced gradually, and by way of experiment, which will not be the case il legislative
interference be resorted o, On the eontrary, Freat, :-'-wmrping, anl theoretieal changes will oo
le:ahly Iy ullrmplﬂl. which will m:ilingc the whale syslent uniler which the sducntion of the
country has herctofore been condocted, and grmtl:.’ flonpished. But the cliael daneer of
legislative interference will arige from the civenmstonee, that very few members in :-il]lprimmu
of Parliament have, or can have, that thorough practical knowledge of the working of our
University system, anl its connexion with the schools, the Church, amd the seneral education
of the p&nphn which would qlm]iﬁ' them lor lt-gi.qlnlinr_a' ag it were arew on a point which all
Tt nl.‘:l-l.lmwlﬂlq'r.l to be of extreme importanee amil t]'l".lllll'l.:.‘, The Little tiene amed @t tention
which can be afforded by our legislators at present, or indeed almost at any time under the
pressure of the business of this great country, is a circumstanee which must make every true
Scotchman dread the pessibility of rash andl ill-judged legislation, in what has hitherto been
the most yaluable pmmiun, ani the greatest boast of his country.

“ But I shall, no doubt, hiere be teld that this matter has been earefully considered and
W{'"I [ﬂﬂlllﬂ't|. by persons highly qualificd for the task, amd who bestowedl every pains in
attaming proper information en this subjeet in all its bearmgs, [t would be highly presump-

tuous indeed in me, and I certainly have not the slightest inclination to question tur! faithful-
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ness, impartiality, judgment, and patriotic zeal, with which the Royal Commissioners endea-
voured to execute the I:I.LLL:." im|mﬁr-:| upan them.  Buot I:]m;r were mob unammous, as [
understand, on some great points,  And several of them having received their education in
England, could not be so intimately acquainted with the workings of the present Scoteh
system as might have been desived.  Hlowever this may be, with all due deference, T must he
permitted to differ from them in one great and fundamental |11'i|1.ci]3|:=r, which, in my Ju:l =
ment, amd in that of many athers much mlpﬂiur to me. would, il carricd into effect, %ﬂ
attended with the most fatal and ruinons consequences.  What T allnde to is the eonstitution
of & University Court in each of the [niversities, having the whole management of the funds,
and the most unlimited authority over the members, course of study, discipline, in short,
absolute power over the whole University, without appeal, Do we, indeed, live in a country
where in every case it is our boast that in what concerns our lives, properties, and characters,
we have them defendel to us by being amenable enly to a jury of our peers, or by an appeal
allowed from inferior 1o superior courts in a grilr.latiuu of three at the least ¥ In all mgl.l:gerlﬁr
econatituted Universities there are three Courts, the Senatus, the Reetoral Court, and the
Chaneellor, and appeals may be made from the Senatus to the Rectoral Court, and from the
Rectoral Court to the Chancellor, By this fair constitution, the rights, properties, and
character of the members are rightly, and in the spirit of the constitution of eur country,
defended.  But by thiz new and unheard of abzolute court in our (ree country, a Professor, if
in any way ohnoxious to a nmjnrit!.r of itz nembersz, a case far from llﬂlihﬂi}'fo ha'ppg-n, is
exposed to the grossest oppression without a remedy. For this court has power, without
appeal, to censure or suspend a Professor for a year—a sentence which must ruin his character
and hiz usefulness ever after, and reduee him to beggary, by thus placing a stigma upon him,
and l!'ﬂ:l'lH"qll['illIJ." preventing him from having auy number of stucents agamn in his class,
Nay, it has the power also, without appeal, to enforee his resignation, when its majority may
Judge him wnfit for the duties of his office, giving him a right to @ eertain {;orf:'nn af his
salary ; that is a esrfain portion of abeut L1680 per annum in the Aberdeen Colleges of Ars,
te support himsell in old age or sickuess, and hiz family, if lie bave one, afier he has spent a
laborious life, first in qualifying himself for his situation, and afterwards in discharging the
duties of it—Tor the wefifnees alluded to in the clause of the statutes of the Commissioners is
net limited fo cases arising from any fanlt in the Professor. but applies and indeed seems
intended  principally to apply 1o cases arising from bad health or old age!!! Thus are
Professors placed in a worse situation than any Clergyman of any Church, whether
established or net, or even than a Parochinl Schoolmaster,  In sueh cireumstances, can it ha
supposed that any person of high or even of moderate attainments will be found to aim at
situations which they must hold by so insecure a tenure 7

“ No less objeciionable iz the measure prupm-e':l h:.' the Commissioners of tak;ing the whole
management of the fumds of the University, Bursaries, &e., out of the hands of the Senatus
Arademicus, and vesting them in a University court, of which the majority of the members
are, by its very constitution, altogether unconneeted by any lasting tie with the University,
aned who lave no personal interest in their good management. The consequence must
unavoidably be, that their whole management will fall into the hands of one or more Law
amentz ar factors, and sooner or later they will be wasted and frittered away under various
pretences, [t is in vain to assert that this will not be the case, in spite of any precautions
which may be adopted ; for all experience in similar eases justifies the above conclusion.

“ The establishment of such a court in the Universities must have, az is very evident, the
effect of utterly degrading the Professors from the status they have heretofore held, and of
reducing them to the rank of mere interim teachers, without any power or authority, or even
security of a livelihood,  Whether this will improve the condition of the Tniversities 1 leave
to the i;uhl'm o ju{'lg_e. But it will have |||u|mil}tm1|3.l the further effect of n-ndwing the bulk
of the Profezzors the subseevient toolz of the members of the [._1]jt't-r:lil:..' Court, aml introduce
among them a spirit of low intrigue most detrimental to their own respectability, and to the
interests of edueation. [t must utterly destrov that independence of spirit, and liberality of
sentiment, which whatever those unacquainted with the history of our eountry may imngmn,
Iave been the characterislics of our Seotch Universities ever since their estallishment.  Far it
will be found, on inquir}', that these principh;-g. have been (-minﬂ!ti;.' disp]n}'ed, even in the
worsl fines, |::|:|,' A !rurgt- Ili:i_ilq'i.t_'!' ol the members of these instiiutions.

“ I should imagine that even the members of the Royal Cormmiszion would be somewhat
gtartled ap the advantage taken of their having reeommended suel a Court by the framers of
the Bills for the Aberdeen and Glasgow Universities converting it into a political engine. In
Aberdeen, it was 1o be made up of the Rector, the Dean® the I’r]ilmpul. the Provost of
Aberdeen, and three members to be nominated from time to time by the Crown. In Glas ;
it iz |1:|'4,1"m;4wl to consist of the Rector, the Dean, the Pri!u-ilml, iwn Assessors appointed Ty
the Crown, ane by the Senatus amd Students, and one by the Magistrates and Town Couneil.
It is impossible, 1 think, not to see, without any comment of mine, that the prevailing political
party of the day must have the whole power of these Universities in their hands, and conse-

uently that party polities must be introdueed into the Universities, and the whole edueation
of the country converted into o '|m|.i1irn1 engine,  Indeed nnll'li.rlg would then be wem!ing io
aszimilate our state in this respect to that of Prussia, one of the most despotic countries in
Furope, but appointing ore Chancellor for the whole Scotch Universities, who, under this

e

* # Nothing can mark the unfitness of (he framers of these Bills more sirongly than the ignorance here
displayed of the constitution of a University, inspeaking of the Dean, 4517 a University was entitled to
hive only one Trean, They ought 1o have known that eéach facully is entitled to have a nj therefore
in most of gur Universilies there may be four Deans,”

o
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title, would in fact be the Prussian Minister for Public Tnstruction. Is it possible that his
Majesty’s present government, who have always professed such a love of liberty, and such an
abhorrence of arbitrary power, will lend their aid to the establishment of University Courts,
which may =0 easily be converted into the tools of despotism of the very worst kind ; nay,
which must, in 3|pitq_- af BVLTY IECAULION, llq-gelmrnlc imo this state 7 1 must take the lilmrt.y
of entreating them to remember, that, unless they be quite satisfied that they shall always
continue in pewer, they are in fact preparing an engine of frightful and overpowering force,
which mayv and will be wialded against themselves by their ]:mli'rir.nl opponents when in Jrower,

o [ mus ark:imu.'lpdgﬂ iluat ||ut]1ing m the Ro 'J]f {Commission qurl has astonished me
more, than the proposal to intreduce into all the Universities the methed of electing the Rector
aml some of the Assessors by the students ; as is the praetiee in some of our Universities at

resent.  The consequences of this arrangement, where it is adopted, have never, as far as I

ve heard, been of a beneficial l,n-mlerlu}', amd it mﬂuinlj,r IEl'IIIi.IIJ!i. ng gral |]m1clraliu;||| o
discover that it must be atlended with some eonsequences of a very opposite kind, The
students at our Upiversities are in fact mere youths, from 13 years old 10 15; at least, the
great majority of them. To vest in the hands of such persons absolutely (for such is the
proposition, as the Professors have only one vote in common with the youngest student) the
eleetion of the absolute governors of the University, is in fact to expose them to the influence
of the lowest political agitators, to dispese them to become agiators themselves, amd to
initiate them inte all the despicable arts of politieal intrigue in their earliest vears, s such
the education and training which parents, and the legislators of our country, would wish the
most influential part of the rising generation to receive 7 The election of a Reelor and
members of a court, clothed with such irresponsible power over the education of the country,
and possessing so much patrenage, would soon become a more serious contest than the election
of a member of Parliament ; and we should have to witness the same scenes of bribery,
diseord, violenee, &, which are se much and so justly complained of by all }]mrtim, and which
no one has ever yet been able to devise any plausible means of prevemting, I will not, indeed,
conceal my opinion, that it appears to me guite improper that any onc should be called upon
to exercise an elective franchise in the 'state, or permitted to do so, until he has attained the
ageof 21.  LUntil then he is not held in law to be qualified to manage his own affairs, how
then ean he be qualified to form a right judgment in o matter of such infinite importanee 1o
the state, as that of selecting the meost proper governors of our highest seminaries of educa-
tion? [ trust, however, that this proposition will not be adopted by our Legislators: but on
the contrary, that this method of election will be abolished where it already exisis, For it is
not sufficient to show that not unfrequently. as 1 veadily acknowledge, very proper persons
have been chosen, in this manner, as Rectors of Universities; but it must also be ]m'}'.'l:tl ihat
no serionus evils attend this mode of election, and that no better or maore vnexeeptionable mode
of attaining the end in view can be devised, which [ hesitate not to aver, is quite possible.

“ In regard to the sappression of one of the Colleges in Aberdeen, and the incorporation of
the two institutions inte one University, 1 have also the misfortune 1w ditfer from the opinion
g-iwn by his i'!liljl"‘-t:l,"S Commissioners.  This measupe, if u-.lupu-ul, would indeed require the
interference of the Legislature, and could not be otherwise accomplished. The power of
Parliament is confessedly unlimited in this conntry, which cireumstanee aught to inspire its
members with the most anxions desire to restrain its eXercise within the strietest rules of
equity and justice, and with the wimost eaution of not doing anytbing, or introducing any

recedent, by which the righ'r:t of property, which are the great hond of society, may be Fen-

redd insecure, ]"crhap.ﬂ. thers never was a time when, from the state of men's miu:'vls_ atlen-
tion to thiz maxim waz more imperionsly required,  Were then Parliament, in the plenitude
of ils power, A!Hillg on the adviee of the I{u_\'u'l Commissioners, at onee, aml without the
consent of the chartered members of King's and Marischal Colleges, 1o :i.-priw them of their
rights amd property, and to give their charters to the winds—can it be maintained that sweh a
step would be in eonformity with the laws of equity and justice, and would be a precedent
attended with no danger?  But further, these institutions, and the bursaries therewith eon-
neeted, are the birth-right of 1he ]H'ﬂl]]v ol iz prart of the conntey for the eduention aof their
children, to which, I apprehend, they have at least as good a right as the Duke of Bedford
has to his prnp-:"rly—dmﬂ i= not Parliament bound hy l"lilllilj.'. Justice, amld, | will acld, even
Ek‘ilﬂllﬁlln}‘ {which indeed a heathen, Cicero, to the shame of modern Chiristians, has fully
shown never lo be at varianee with the striclest justice and mest exalted virtue), to have the
consent and concurrence of the inhabitans gmwmll}l of the 12 porthern counties, before iz
!nrmhrm. l}:,r thewr vote, break down these institutions, throw the propeety Im]mugiug to them
into the hands of Jersans different from those appomtesl I:J.' the nrigilml lrgatm'ﬁ. and divert it
to objeets different from those for which they were begueathed. Wiho, 1 ask, afier such a
qudmt, would leave any of his property for public purposes in a country whose supreme
egislative assembly would act in this manner? T

“The opinion of the members of both these institutions in general, and the almost universal
W'E‘-‘.ﬂr the country, having been, on a late occasion, (ully expressed in oppesition to the sup-
pression of either of these seminaries as far as the Philosophy Colleges are concerned ; 1
cannot persuade mysell that Parliament, much less his Majesty's preseot Ministers, will be
inelimed, |!|}" the strong hamd of power, fo do an act =0 mmlm|'3"lu thie wishesz of the country
and of the great majority of the charered members of these institutions, as to suppress ecither
“F. the Ph““'"ﬂrh}' Colleges in Aberdeen,  Dmdeed this matter seems 1o be set at rest in the
mind of Government, by their having complied throngh the partial and unjust suggestions of
Mr. Bannerman, with his request of appropriating the whofe remaimder of the Hoval Girant
for the ""]'ﬁir of the 1.|.i|il|:|i:|illl“{| Univerzitics to the reboilding of Marischal Collese. thus
“'“—"]}' ‘Ii“i""[{ﬁrflil'll.‘,' the urgent claims ol King's Collese to o share of this munilicenee 5 ad
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apparently determining against the union recommended by the Royal Commission, or having
resolved on the destruction of the buildings of King's College, which would be utterly useless
were the Fllilne;-u-phicﬁl Classes to be taught in New Aberdeen.

“ But while 1 feel some degree of security that this suppression of one of the (_'futlegu-.s will
not take place, I cannot help being greatly alarmed lest many persons who have not dul
considered the subject should be led away, by specious proposals of advantages to be gained,
to wigh for the union of the other faculties, and the incorporation of both seminaries into one
Ul:i?ﬁl‘sill,';, and should even press upon Parliament amd his Majnslfﬁ Ministers the rn'prie[r
of some such measure hjr logislative interference, And I am the more alarmed on this Fnim,
because at one time | was myself favourable to some such arrangement before 1 had matu
considered the subject.  The fact is, that this measure was tried long ago, and was found in
practice to be attended with so many disadvantages as to lead to its abandonment. In the
year 1640, Charles the First incorporated Marischal College with the University of King's
College, h} Hn:,lnl Charter, and the Parliament followed up this step of his Maje.ﬂ.'r:,r, by an
Act, :‘l|:|pﬂ1pr'taullg twa=thirds of the Biﬁim]'n of Abendeen’s revenues o Hing'ﬁ l’.:_'nilege, and
one-third to Marischal College ; the Bishopric being suppressed. By the Rescissory Act of
1672, when Episcopacy was restored, the :‘L:t aof Parliament appropriating the revenue of the
Hi&hu]l to the Cul.lnges was mp&rllml, but not so the King'n Charter of 1nmrpomlinl1 of the
Colleges : for in the reconds of King's College there are still preserved the minutes of thres
Commissions of visitation, in the reigns of Charles I1. and William and Mary, by which it
appears that the Commission (o the visitors, on these three sccazions, was to visit the Caroline
University of Aberdeen, and the two Colleges therein.  And we find the Bishop of Aberdeen
{Uilnuﬂ‘.ﬂ{rr ex officio of the Unircrﬁil].r ol Kiug's Culh'gc_'], Sh'l.ill..",: as Chancellor of the
United University, and the Earl Marischal {Chaucellor of Marischal College, I.l"_h" the
Uhﬂ.r!cr}, a|:-ppa'ring amr{ling to the phrns.(rn!ng_\' then adopted, simpl:; "'l-p:i-'& sup fnterepge
How long thiz state of things continued I eannot say, a9 there is o great hiatug in the reconds
in the early part of last century,  But it is well known from tradition, and even appears from
the records, that the greatest jr.":1]nl|:-:3-' and apen contention existed, which even 1E‘&cendnd 1o
the students of the rival seminaries, hetween whom pitched battles took place ; which latter
l!{'p!um!ﬂc result was not altosether ot an end till towards the close of last century.  From
these causes the two institutions seem to have separated by mutual consent. previous probably
w1715, About the year 1784, o propoesal for a union and suppression of ene of the Colleges
was made, and after long negotiation amd discussion was finally abandened ; although under
much more favourable eircumstances than at present, beeanse the students then at both wers
not much more numersus than they now are at one of them. These farts seem to demon-
strate that any attempt at a union of these institutions is Loo likely 1o be attended with, what
is most deplorable and pernicious in seminaries of education, jealousy and discord, and will in
the emd give satisfaction to ne one.  The cases of the two Philosophy Colleges, formerly in
St Andrew's University, and the numerons Colleges in Oxford and Cambridge, have been
guoted as examples in opposition to the view | have new presented.  They are, however,
no means analogouz.  The Colleges in St Andrew’s were in the same fown, connected in a
respeets in the same manner with the inhabitanis of the town and country, and with the
University, and thercfore altogether on an equal footing. DBut things would be widely
different with the Colleges in Old and New Aberdeen, uncler the government of one
Uwniversity. The Colleges and Halls in Oxford and Cambridge are in the same situation
with regard to the Universities and the public, as the Colleges in St. Andrew’s were.  And it
ought never to be forgotten, that the Professors in the English Universities are not the prin-
cipal teachers, anid are therelore litthe dependent on the opinien of the public, or the prosperity
of their College for emaluments.

“ But let us see what would be the probable working of any union of the other 'aculties, and
of the incorporation of the whole into one University, supposing the two Colleges of Philo-
sophy kept separate. It is extremely difficult 1o grapple with this point in all its bearings,
Ellﬂ-iclﬂnrl_\‘ as | am in total ignorance of the arrangement and plan of Government which may

¢ proposed—whether by a Rectoral Court, with an appeal to the Chancellor, as at present
established, or by a l.'ni;{-rﬁill.' Court, of the absolute and ieresponsible nature recommended
by the [oyal Commissioncers. 1 must therefore confine my observations fo the most general
views of this matter,—and the more 20, a3 | am desirons of being as briel as possible in the
ehzervations | am taking the liberly of laying before your Londship, and also because I am
prevented, by the very short time allowed by your Lordship, to attempt any full discnssion,
or even ta touch upon many interesting points of this subject, so decply aftecting the best
mteresis of our country.

% Tof us auppose, then, the Facultics ni"]"llm]og:,‘, Law, and Medicine united, amd the two
}’hilm'aph:,' [lulllﬂgnn kept separate, while the whole of these constituted one Senatos, undep
the government of one Rectoral Court,  The consequence of this arrangement must neces-
sarily e, that the whele laws, regulations, and statutes, relating to the distribution and ma-
management of property. diseipline, examinations, privileges, granting of degrees, &e. &e.
must emanate from, and be subjeet o, the control of the Umited Senatus and the Bectoral
Court. Mow, must it not be evident at onee to eVeTy reflecting person, that the one Philo-
saply Collese will atiain more influpnee in the Senatus and Rectoral Court than the oiher—
aml can it be believed, unless we suppose these Colleges to consist of members quite superior
to human passions, that this influence will not be exerted to establish arrangements favourable
to themselves aml 1o their students, amd i.ltli::lrihllh 1o their rivals T—for it i= absurd to suppose
that a rivalry docs not subsist between these seminaries even at present ; but for o ]ung time 1t
ims been a generous rivalry tending to !]I:lh“(: _t_l_':uu.l, h:l.' prompling them to more active exer-
tion, because they had no other means of promoting their own advantage but by deserving the
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favour of the publie. In the altered circumstances, however, which we have now supposed,
other means would be within their power, and I aver that they must be far superior indeed
to bodies of men in such a situation, if they would not resort 1o theze means. It would be

for any one, acquainted with the necessary workings of the University or Corporation
system, to draw a picture of the heart-burnings, jealousies, strife, and bitter contentions, that
would necessarily ensue between two rival seminaries, thus foreibly brought into such close
contact, and Eur:i’l violent opposition of interests. It is not, I believe, too much to say, that, in
o very short space of lime, not one vote would be given, nor one enactment passed, in cither
the éna’ms. or Rectoral, or University Court, dictated solely by a wish for the advantage of
the public and of education, and untinetured by no mild intermixture of party feeling. It is
in vain to talk of the high principles of honour and public feeling, by which, at any rate, the
members of the Rectoral or University Courts would be actuated,  “That this !miglllt be true
of some of them | readily allow—but we are here speaking of how a number of men, chosen
too, be it observed, by the party having most influence, and a suecession of such men, during
a long series of time, are to be supposed to act under the excitements of flatiery, private par-
tialities and enmities, and worked upon by all the low arts of cunning and intrigue; for it is
no vielent lampoon to suppose that, even in a University, men capable of descending to such
means to accomplish their ends will sometimes be found, in spite of all the care which may
be used in the selection of them,  DBut should only one firebraml or low intriguer be found in
guch a socicty, the whole past history of our race muay eonvinee us, what endless broils and dis-
cordsa person imasmall :zn-ci{-l:.r_ with =uch 1.1.'(-I|-11r¢p:nn-¢l materials to work upon, coulil exeite.

“ There seems to be linle difficulty in our coming to a decided opinion, which of the two
Philozophy Colleges would attain the most influence in the joint Senatus, and Reetoral or
Ullil'ﬂl‘sit:,’ Court, for it is allowed Il_l." all, that the great mujnrjl:,.' of the medieal elasses must
be taught in New Aberdeen,  “There, also, would the Law clazses, ]H"‘I.'ll:ll'la. be more pmpnrl'_l,r
conducted.  Is it, then, for & moment to be supposed, that the Professors in these Faculties,
resiling in New Abendeen, and having all their interests connected with that town, should not
feel & lnas, and that a strong one foo, in favour of the Philosophical College at which their
. ehildren were educated?  “I'he whole weizht, therelore, of their votes and influence would
1.IIII:|U1]||I('(1I}' be in davour of Marischal f.‘n-llfl-g(-, anil again.ﬂl I{illg'ﬂ {'nllpgn, in every question
whicly limd o l:!mlq.-ur:}* to adlvanes e mpm:ninn atd interests of Marischal College, even at
the expenze of depressing its rival.  The same bias and partiality in Gvour of Marischal Col-
leee wonld no less l'l."r'll.lilll_'f b foumd Ao exist in the minds of the members of the Recioral op

||iwr5it:.r Court.  No small pmpnrl]nn of them would pm'lmhl_\r b ejther mhabiants of, or
fluﬁel}' comneeted with that town, and we cannot donlt what in consequenes their Ieauingﬁ
would he, But even on those who were more remote, the ifluenee of the mhabitants of o
large and populous city, sueh as New Aberdeen is, having very extended relations with the
whole surronnding cm:l'ntr_r, would Far overbalanee that of the inhabitants of 5 small 'n.'il.]:lgc
like Old Aberdeen.  And though 1 unwillingly and shightly tonch upon the fact, yet 1 believe
it will scarcely be denied, aml it =0, overwhelming proof may be adduced, that the inhabitants
of Old Aberdeen have net unfrequently experienced the 1'.'-.-1|g:|1i of that influence bronght to
bear wpon them.  FFrom these considerations 1 am fully eonvinesd, that any wnion of the
Faculties of Theology, Law, and Medicine, and the two Philozophical Faculties, into one
University, would only bie productive of endless broils and jealousics, and finally terminate in
the abisolute destruction of King's College.

“ T am aware of a great objection to the views which T have now been endeavouring to sup-
port, and which 1 know weighs mueh with many persons. It iz the apparent absurdity of
l:ulltitulillg to have two Universiiies in ,-Hu-ﬂ[u-'ru, while there are n-n]l; two in the whole of
England.  Nothing has tended more to embarrass this question, or to prejudice our English
neighbours in forming a judgment upon it, than this strange, and perhaps uwnprecedented
circumstance.  Yet, perhaps, on conzidering the matter eoolly, we shall find nothing so
improper or absurd as at fiest sight may appear.  Our English neighbours shonld recolleet,
l!IHt a University in Seotland is o very different establishment from: what bears that name in
England, amd is intended for the cducation of quite o different cluss of persons, aml for pro-
ducing results of an opposite character ; for in Scotland, a University has no representative in
Parliament, no patronage worth naming, and, in fact, no political power or influence whatever.
It iz veally a great public sehool, of which the professors are the sole teachers, and is attended
generally by persons of the same age with these attendling the great public schools in England ;
while the most of them complete their University education sooner even than an English
youth would think of entering their Universities; consequently, the object proposed by an
education thus conducted is of an appasite eharacter from that of the edueation in an Foglish
Unil.mrs.':ry_ There a person is understosd Lo reside, for the purpose of r_'nnr[rlpliug liis liternry
and seientifie studies,amd is intended to bave made high proficieney in these before he quits their
academie groves; but, in Scotland all that is proposed, or indecd possible in commen eases,
is that a correct knowludae of the elements of literature and scienee shall have been attained,
by the aid of which the student may, by diligenee and perseverance, be enabled by himsell to
1'_“-"'“: such advances in all or any alf these branches of learwing and science, ax his situation in
life, or his own bins and taste may prompt him.  With then the ﬁi:uplo (‘-h:u:ull'll'il,lt‘l., I'-rl']l:l]r.n. of
the power of conferring Degrees in the different Faeultios, of which I shall speak afterwands,
Th".:"“m“*h Universitics lave, in fact, nothing in eommon with those of England.  Aml the
difference of the elass of prersons for whom they are inteaded will seflicienily AT by 1l
slatement of the fact, that to my knowledge, young men at thiz College may derray and have
’ll“t":'}""l the whole expense of their education, board, and lodging, during four sessions of
( “_“"II’" thal i"‘ fl'lli“'_f their whaofe ;'-'flr'fi.-lfflp.ﬁl.l'r'r;l" conrse=—ior the sum of £4%, or about 11
guineas per sesson, and this, oo, without the aid of any I]lll.'-m,l':.'.
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“ Now, | would beg leave 1o ask, what harm can possibly arise from the multiplication of
such seminaries of cducation?  Is it better to have such schools of literature and science so
conducted and governed as the Scottish Universities have hitherto been, or to substitute in
thetr room academies, or Mechanics Institutions #*  But T am aware that [ shall be told that
there i no ohjeetion, among these connected with the Aberdeen Universities, 10 the -mminuing
the Philosophical Colleges separate; but that great inconvenience is felt from the want of a
Medieal Faculty, and from the disjunction of the Theological Faculty, which there scems to
be no other mode of remedying but by a union into one University.  Now, the difficulty is
here more apparent than real.  Supposing that Government should be disposed to appoint
the Medical Lecturers to b Regius Professors, and to attach salaries to their offices, as thE]l'
have the power of doing withowt t:urjnla_:r;inLr a Bill imo Parlinment, as exemplified in their late
appointment, with a salary, of a Professor of Eeclesiastieal History in Marischal Coll
{and 1 see no other way of getting salaries for such Profescors but by direct spoliation), and
were an equal number of such Regins Professors of Medicine attached to cach of the Colleges,
this arrangement would il up the Medical Faeulties in both, and be equally efficient for eon-
ducting the Medieal educationof the Aberdeen student=, 4 az the sepaTate Thie ical Faculties
i Lhese L'::-I!q-gﬂ-s. have been found for r-ndu!un:-ling the cdueation n‘flim'['henhgim stulents for o
long series of time. And T am far from being satisfed that any evil acerues to the Theological
students in Aberdeen, from the disjunetion of the Theologieal Faculties; for the objection that has
been frequently urged, that the two Divinity Professors lecture on the same subjects, and may
peehiaps be :Enfng sothe very same Session, does not appear to me to have any weight. 56
Profeszors are understood 10 give a complele Theological course in four Sessions, which is the
length of time every student iz bound, by the laws of the Chureh, to attend the Divinity Hall, and
ne two men lecturing on the same subjects, from their own stores, will either treat them in the
same way,or present the same views of them.  So far, therefore, will this arrangement be from
being detrimental 1o the students, that 1 am inelined to consider it as an advantage ; and 1
5]1mﬁtl constder i as absurd to find fault with a student 'Imring leetures on the same 51.1hj aet from
two Professors, as with his reading two books written by different authers on the same subject.
Besides, nothing is more commeon than for students to attend Halls in different Universities,
during their IJi'riir'H:.r course, when the same thing must ecenr.  But sheuld some Jﬁﬂm still
be ut‘(q]il:luﬂ, in whieh, however, [ eannot Join, that it would be desirable that the Il!ﬂ|ngical
Profezsors should have each a particular department of the seience appointed for him to treat,
that he might be enabled to enter into a longer discussion of it, surely there could he little
-']il'l'n_'u]l:.' in g--ning huat arrangement miaile on e :|]||xpinlmp1:t of new Professors, or oven
immediately, without legislative interference.  The reason why, however, I cannot eoincide in
this opinion is, that [ depreeate above all things long and minute discussions, addressed to stu-
dents in the cireumstances of those attending these Colle mea, for very obvious causes, and becanse
I amn l].l.‘(‘p'.:," convimeed, that the more that lu'm'ilz.r anil ::rimlnmemlin‘m eonjoined withe perEPicuity,
are consulted in lecturing, the more comprehensive will be the view presented, and the more
deep the impression left upon the mind.

= But it has been frequently said that were degrees or University honours to proceed from
the conjoined Senatus of both Colleges, the public would have more confidence in the judg-
ment so pronounced, and be inclined to pay more respect to these honours so conferred. Inthas
sentiment, however, 1 cannot agree, For il the Senatus, however sm all, be compatent to form a
Just judgment of the merit of the candidates, their conferring degrees on unworthy persons will
proeeeid from improper partiality, or worse motives, and not from an inability to determing
whether the Iirgn:t‘- ought to be granted or not.  The guestion then comes 1o be, whether a
smaller or larger body of men is most likely to act under the influenee of improper motives,
on which, perbiaps, there might exist a diversity of opinion—although it will not probably be
denied that the broad shoulders of a large body would more readily take on them, and more
easily bear, the weight of the odium arsing from unjustifiable conduct in this, as in ever
other case. But even thiz is not the exaet statement of the case, with regard to the two
Colleges in Aberdeen having the right of conferring degrees. For I apprehend that were
this power continued, no more candidates for degrees would come forward claiming these
honours than were the two conjoined into one University, and therefore ne more would be in
their power to grant, unless, which I firmly believe, in commeon with all well-informed
persons with whom [ have conversed on the !ilI{IjII‘L'l. the aggregate number of students in the
United University eeme to be diminished, when, indeed, the number of degrees would neces-
sarily be fewer; therefore, by lodging this power in the hands of two societies, consisting each
of a sufficient number of competent judges, so completely under the eyes of the same part of
thee public, upon which l!n'-!,' are, hy the cireumstances of Scoteh Professors, so dnpmlllunt,

‘amd which is so well dispesed to eriticise their conduct, while, at the same time, by their

vicinity, they mmst entertan no little jealousy of cach other—in these circumstances 1 hesitate

* # The objections which may be raised, that the present arrangement increases the expense to the publie,
makes, indeed. ngainst the keeping up of the separate Philosophical Colleges, and the retmilding of l;u.[lnrh-
chal College, but is attended with no other additional expense that Tam aware of. The objection, therefora,
falls to the ground, if the two separate Colleges are to be kept up, and has no weight against the confinu-
ance of two separate Universitics.

# * Lot me not be misunderstood. 1t &= not proposed that the Medical classes should be taught, the one
half of them in Mew and the other hall in Ol Aberdeen, although the ane half of the Professors were
aftached to the Senatns of King's College, and the other half to Marnischal College.  On the contrary, I am
I‘l:il{ of opanion that, whether the Colleres be united or not, the Medical classes ought to be all taught in &
bubding quite distinct from that sceupied by the other Faculties, and that this building should be ata
eonvenient distanee fwom the Infirmary.  For this arcangement I think I conld azsign cogent reasons; and
also show that the increased expense of such & separate bulding would be & trifle.

willy 6"
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nol to say that there will be a much greater chance of their exercising this power with
caution and diserction, and the publie will have a much greater clieck upon the almse of this
power, than il it were lodged in one -':':l.'mll.llls. And |'“'fn1|:ilnlircu1 the EI.HI.':Ih'm: ol those who
may e i]i::pusrd o q:l-.*silinn this apimon, to the Universities of Edinburgh and GIa«guw,
where the numbers ;'mu.mu.ij:g the =Senatus of ench of these Semninaries is I’l:lly groater now
than would be the conjoined Senatus of the proposed University here; and would ask them
whether degrecs are conferrsd in general by those Universities on more worthy persons, and
with fewer exceptions of improper persons, than by the Aberdeen Colleges. 1 am quite aware
of what has been talked, and insinuated, on this suhjrt'l'. 11 Various LIEATTETS § but 1 believe the
Aberdeen Colleges will not shrink from any comparison with others, when called upon to
show that the eorrectneszs of their own conduct has sot been inferior to that of their n:-righ-
bours, partieularly for a series of years past.  And from the information which I have
received, I muoch doult whether it will be found, on searching inquiry, that the English
Universities, notwithstanding the number of members of which they are composed, exercise
all that care and caution in conferring their initial degree of A. B. {on which, be it observed,
all the higher ones with them greatly depend), that masy persons in this country are dis-

sed to attribute to them. 1 am, therefore, by no means disposed to eoincide in opinion
with those who would persuade us that the degrees proceeding from one Senatus in Aberdeen
would be more nenpe-r:tahln, or more lzmpm'l}r conferred, than when lllE':.' ]hml:wd from two
such courts, but the contrary.

[ have thus, my Lord, endeavoured, in the best manner in my power, conzistently with
the short time allowed to me, and with all the brevity I could, o place before your Lordship
the reasons which make me strongly opposed to legislative interference with the Scottish
Ulniversities. 1 cannot, indesd, divest mysell of the conviction that sueh inferference must, in
all probability, prove highly injurious, either by introducing a new and most despotical system
of Government, which would utterly degiade and debase the Professors, and consequently the
respectability of these Seminarvies, and convert them inte political engines, and scenes of low
i.utri.glm and fieree faction, were Uni'.'-.-rs.ilz.' Courts, formed on the model recommendded h:,' the
Royal Commissioners, gralted on them—aor by making and fixing down irveversibly vash and
extensive changes, which would be found productive of anything but the advantages which
their promoters intended.  And 1 am not aware of any change that may be thought adeisalile,
exelusive of some radieal change in theie constitntion, which may ot be introduced by the
authority of the present Courts,® the Chancellor, and the King as visitor: amd this, too, with
the mighty advaniage of intraducing such changes geaduvally and experimentally, and of being:
able to retrace such steps as may be found to lead to bad consequences.  Aud let i not be
gaid that there would thus be no security to the publie that such changes as might be desirable
would ever be muade. The public have a powerlul, nay, am irresistible, control over the
majority of the Professors, the greater part of whoese livelihood depends on itz gool opinion,
And [ am lully convineed that were his Majesty to eall on ecach University 1o lay befuve him
such changes in their Sewinary as might, after due consideration, be deemed advisable, very
satisfactory results would be obtained.  The adoplion of these changes might be enforced by
his Majesty calling on each University anmually, or tviennally, for a report of the fact of such
changes having been made, and an account of the effeets produced.

“ With regard to the Colleges in this place, and the ridicule that has been attached to the
idea of Aberdeen having two Universities, I entreat your Lordship and the pullic to consider
that the degrees ewanating from two distinet Universities in thiz place would not be more
numerous than would proceed from one such institotion, and wonld, in all probability, from
the reasons already mentioned, be more, instead of less, respeetable—that were the two
Philosophical Colleges kept up, and an ineorporation into one University enforced, no
advantage whatever would be gained, but numerous evils wonld be entailed on these institu-
tions, which weuld finally terminate in the destruction of ene of the Philosophical Colleges,
alter the great expense of rebuilding Marizelal College hall been ineurred—and that the
Tht"ulugil:all and Medical Faculties can be venderad equally efficient in the two Universities,
as if they were incorporated into one, of which we have an example in the Theological
Faculties, which have ill'l.'iu!.'ﬁ been distinet, and which, 1 aver, whatever may have Leen insi-
nuated 1o the contrary, have been no less cfficient in accomplishing the object of such a
Faculty, than other, perhaps, more vaunted ones ; which would appear on impartial inguiry.
And 1 do farther entreat your Lordship, and the publie, to inquire minutely whether students
educated at Aberdeen are, on comparizon, inferior in acquirements, and extent of knowledge,
to those educated in the other Scottish Universities, Lefore an incorporation of the two
Universities be insisted on ; under the pretence that sueh an incorporation woulil, as hias been
“'Iﬂﬂlgi:t by not a few, prove |'|i=_rl]|1.' beneficial to the interesis of learning and  seience in the
North of Seotland. It must, indeed, be allowed, that were one of the Philssophical Colleges
suppressed, amd the site of the Faculty of Arts and Theology fixed at Old Aberdeen, ns
recommended by the Royal Commissioners, part of the expense of rebmilding Marischal
College might be saved, and the funds belanging to the Faculiy of Avis there violemly seized
upon and applied to other purposes.  All that wonld be gained, however, by this forcible
seizure of these funds, would only be a saving 1o the publie: of two or three hundred pounds

': * The enly exeeption o this averment, perha pa, which exisls wmong (e Seoltish Universities, is the
Eﬂ]ﬂh“ h Ul'li-"d'l!l‘!i'ﬂj'. whibch is destitnte of these Courts, in consequence of wlich it seems fo have been
subjected o serious evils, the magnitude of which is said lo have been the canse or oeeasion of the appeint=
ment of the Ropal Commission of Visitation of all 1he Unicemsities, in 1826, The Magistrates seem to be e
them a University Court, exercizing an nhsohele contsol withons! appeal. To Edinlueeh, thevelore, o regalar
Rectoral Court, and a Chancellor, must be added, Io make it a propedy constitutel Universily, This
ehange, for aught I know, may require the authonty of Padiament,
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per annum, necessary for filling up the Medical Faculty; for there is not one additional
subject proposed, cither by the Hoyal Cemmissioners, or by Mr. Bannerman's Bill, in the
Cuorriculum of Avts, or in any of the Faculties, which is not already taught in these Colleges.
Indeed, were additional subjects and Professors 1o be introdueed inte the Curriculum of Arts,
it would require ingennity to discover unemployed hours for the students to attend them,
withowt the addition of a ffth session—and, besides increasing the expense of education, it
seems a measure of very questionable expediency to make a great number of hours” attend-
ance on classes incumbent on studenis,

o It may, perhaps, be imagined, that 1 am one of those who are averse to all l:hﬂ.‘l'lEE. I
believe, however, that those \TIi!ll:t know me will rather be inclined to an opposite opinion, and
be disposed te give me the character of having not a little tendency to innovation. I have,
indeed, cautiously abstaimed from mixing up any propesitions of my own on the present
oceasion—considering them altogether out of place, as being inconsistent with my present
argument—and not beeause [ should not be disposed to several new arrangements, whieh I
Lelieve would be :l.l:l\'m:nﬂgnmm. One, however, [ shall mention as a specimen, which is to be
found in Mr. Bannerman's Bill—I allude to the publication of the University accounts ; and
I would coincide in this propesition not, I believe, exactly with the same views as the proposer
of it, but because I am convineed that thiz measure would fully rebut the base calumnies
which have been endeavoured to be propagated agzinst the Universities ; and beeause I hava
no doubt but that it would excite the sympathies of many who wish well to learning, and
induce sueh of them as were able, to aid in placing these Seminaries, some of them at least,
in more flourizshing circumstanees. This University, at any rate, has reason to be of this
opinion, considering the liberal donations received from many te assist in the repair of ifs
buildings a few years ago,

“ II, however, your Lordship shall resolutely persist in introducing some legislative measure
regarding these Colleges, T carnestly hope that full time will be allowed for the due and
deliberate consideration of this subject, in which the whole North of Seotland is so deepl
concerned, before it be passed into a law. T shall only add, that reasons personal to myself,
of which I have made your Lordship aware, have indueed me 1o print thiz communication to
vour Lordship, and not any vain hope that my sentiments will have much weight with
any one.

“ I have the honour to be, with all due pespect. My Lord,
* Your Lordship’s mest obedient ﬁumh]o servant,
“ Par. Forpgs.”
King's College, Aberdeen, 160k November 1835,

Puatrick Dovidson, Esq., Professor of Civil Law, called in and examined,

Will you be so good as to favour us with answers to the queries in their order 7—The first
i!uﬂ:!m:! does naot u11-|=|:|.' to me, oot laving been inoffice at the date of the former Commission.
When were yon appointed Prolissor ?—1 was elected Professor of Civil Law in Avgust 1833,
2. Are you of opinion that an entire union of the two Colleges into one C oration is
expedient or practicable ; or do you think that the union of the Colleges into one University,
for the purposes of regulating the discipline and course of education in the united Colleges,
keeping their respective patrimonial rights separate, is the preferable course’—A union of
the Colleges mayibe practicalile ; but 1 do not think it expedient, beeause I am not aware of
any benefits likely to be obtained from such a measure of greater importance than those
which might be obtained without it. A union of the Colleges into one University, of the
nature stated in the question, though liable to several objections, does appear to me to be the
preferable course. My opinion, however, is that no legislative measire is necessary or
expedient for uniting the Collegez or Universities ; but I am far from cl]:!:lllprm'illg of each
College agreeing to carry into effeet any practieable improvements which may be recom-
mended by the Commissioners, with a view 1o render the course of education at these Colleges
as complete as possible. It has occurred to me that the authorities of each College might, in
future, define the departments of knowledge to be taught by its own Professors, with reference
1o what is taught in the other College; at any rate, in so far as relates to the an:ull:ii:!i_ﬁr
‘Thq:ulugy, Law, and Medicine, and that withount ':Jllurl'i:ring with the re.:tpw:lire patrimm.‘ua]
rights of either College. or with the diseipline and course of l.'dul.'::llliull in ﬁ:ﬂlm' respects.
A wnrki.llg unioi |:|:ﬁg|]l then be cffeeted 'n:ll:r(‘ij-' l‘l}' ane College gi'l'illg 1z sanction to certain
Professors in these faculties to leeture for the conveniesce of the public within the walls of the
other. All the advantages of a union seem to me to be attainable in this way ; and any
modifieation or alteration of the plan could, from time to time, be made by the University
authorities, if it should not be attended with the anticipated benefits.
a If your ap\iuinn iz adverse 1o o union, under any r-:gululim'lﬁ. be so g‘ﬁtﬂl T l!I'NpI]Il'iII thie
ounds of your objections f—A union for the purpose of procuring funds for establishing new
Yofissorships does not appear to me expedient or proper, in so far as it wonld interfere with
charters and endoswments, which ought to be held sacred ; and because any material extension
of the Curriculum would, besides adding to the expense, and thus diminishing the number of
students, have the effect of overloading and dir-tra.ntirlg their minds.  If these TETY Professor-
ships were not to be included in the Curriculum, and were attendance at the additional classes
not exacted as a qualification for a degree, or compulsory on other accounts, there is reason to
think new Professorships would soon become sinecures.  Several instances of the most eminent
Professors having fuiled to get classes, when attendance was left ﬂ]‘ﬁ“mL are mentioned n
the Report by the former Commissioners.  Another objection might be mentioned as appli-
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cable to & union of the Universitics with the Colleges kept separate ; which is, that, in the
e tus of the united University, there would be, of necessity, six or eight Medieal Professors,
who, of course, would teach in New Aberdeen, and be more immediately interested in the
full attendance of students al Marizchal College; and the preponderance of influence in the
united Senatus, ereated by the introduction of these Professors, might therefore eventually
lead to the :ﬂ-1.|.p1wnsi|;m ol [{.ing"u Cﬂ”t‘g\t‘ altﬂgulllnr.

T you think that the cmltumlﬂuhnl evil would be averted I'.I_\' making the Medical Pro-
fessors Professors not cither of Kings College or Marischal College, but of the united
University ?—I do not exactly see how they could be Professors of the united University
without being members of the united Senatus, in which they would have the preponderance
apprebended. I the two Colleges are to subsist separately, I think that the Medical Pro-
feszors should be attached, one-hall to this Uuli:'g(', amd the oiher half to Marischal College,
in the event of its being thought proper to have a full Medical School, which, in my opinion,
would be desirable.

You think that the evil would be averted by distributing the Medical Professors between
the two Colleges 7—Yes; the Colleges remaining separate, and the rights of Loth remaining
distinet. I wonld attach to ecach U:ﬁ'.'ur.r-itlv an uqllal mumber of Medical Professors, and let
them arrange the course of Meodical Fadueation, and have their own mw-l'uu_-:fa. as o Medical
Faeulty. all teaching at Mariechal College, and in the same way, The Divinity Professors of
both Colleges mighi meet 28 a4 Theological Faculty, and all lecture at King's College,

3. If vou think that the Colleges may be united into one University, wonld vou recommend
ihe l'ﬁltr.l.lllilj.:f.' ol Profeszors in the res u:rtl'l.'u:'{'ullngﬁ Lo conlinue ne at 1|-|'|a:-'.=n1,' or to he vesied
in the Crown, or otherwise setiled, adequate compensation being made 1o the existing Pro-
fessors, for the loss thereof, during their lives? Do any specifie objections occur 1o you as fo
the latter plan T—1T have not ]mﬂic'uliar]j: consilerad the rllwe'iil:m of patronage; but T should
T i.nclin&]'l to think that it unglll Liy resrmaain Hm‘.lm!ing o £ b origilml charters and endowments,

6. Assuming that the Colleges should be united into anc University, be pleased to specify
what elasses you would recornmend to be taught ineach: in parcticular, if vour opinion is that
there should be double chairs for Latin, Greek, aud Mathematics. Do yeon think there are
studentz at present freqquenting both Collezes to make 1t expeidient to have double chairz in
any of the other hranehes 71 am not sufficiently acequainted with the -l.lliljh'l:'1.'-i 1=u:|g|H. ar the
manner of teaching, in the classes referred o, to be alile to give an apinion.

7. Are you of opinion that any professorship, at present estalilished in either College, can
either be abolished or its ineome appropriated to a dilferent branch of science or literature,
e l:nn-i.ui:m aumil {‘mulmn-:uﬁun bsing made as to the eri.Hﬁﬂg interest ol the prisent incuni-
bent : il s0, be pleazed to specify what elasses in either College you would propose to he
altered ?—I ecannot say as to the power thal may exist in poy quarter to abolish a Professor-
ship, or to appmprirlltr its inecome 10 another branch of seience or literature, iF eszentially
different from that for teaehing which it wos founded ; but T think it could net, at any rate,
be done without the consent of all concerned.  IFanvthing of this kind eoulid b effeeted, i
might probably be with respect to Professorships instituted by the Crown, the Crown being in
a situation to consent 3 but, as my opinion is asked in regued to the expediency of any altera-
tions, | would say that, il the sugeestion 1 have made was thought fit to be earried into
exceution, there would be no use fur the Professorship of Oriental Languages in this College,
which 15 2 Crown :'Llrpniulnmnt. I waould suggosk that either the .~=.'|.'|:1r:.' for that offies, or the
salary of the Professor of Medicine. shoubd Te appropriated foe leaching Natureal | listary and
Clicmistry, for which there is no fowndation in this College. | may mention here, alzo, that
il the History and Principles of the Civil Law should not be considered a eanch of edueation
sufficiently important, the Professor of Civil Law might be appointed to lecture on Scoteh
Law, or on the General Prineiples of Law ond Government, with an .'|[h|:||i1':|linr| of these to
the Government of European Nations, s was recommended by ihe former Commissionors,
But, whatever class is appointed to be taught by the holder of this Professorship, attendance
at that class, by one deseription of stndents or another, should be made compulzory, il possible ;
else T fear the Profossorship will remain in a less efficient state than 1 think i might be
placed in,

. ..".\uuming ihat Parvliament would hbhe il'i'nprmwl tor vl @ reasomnbile sum for e cmilow=
ment of such additional Professorships as might be necessary for improving and eompleting
the curriculum of education in the different facultios in the united University, what new chairs
would vou suggest as proper in that case >—I think it is of importanee 1o have Medical Pro-
fessorships, and also a Professorship for Secteh Low, in Marisehal College particularly. Ope.
half of the Medieal Professors should be attached to one Collese, aml the other hall 10 the
oilier, as already stated, A

9. Assuming that the Colleges may possibly be umited, either by Parliament or by the
consent of the Colleges, at a [uture period, does any alteration oceur to you as expedient, on
the plan of the University Court vecommended |J:|" the former Commissioners 7—=1 woill
rather avond answering this at present, as 1 have naot 511Il'|r.]:-:|1l:.- considered the -Iﬂ-.;l,“],,h.
\l.'nl‘king of the University Court, amd it not being o matter on which 1 have "-m,._h.ﬂl, my
milt[l.—-[}i:{ﬁum‘f‘nud to Marisehal l:.ujf'gl".]

e — e —
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MARISCHAL COLLEGE, ABERDEEN.

slherdeen, Fri’l!'uy, 2k Ceraber 1837,
Lord CUNINGHAME in the Chair,
The Rev, Dr, Grgrge Glennie, Prolessor of Moral Philosophy, ealled in.

Before proveeding to the examination of the Rev. Dy, Glennie, Lond Cuninghame stated
to him that the questions which had been civculated were prepared chiefly for the examination
of those Professors who had not stated hitherto their views as to the umon of the Uﬂlir.'ges in
any shape; but, as the Professors of Alarizehal C'nliogﬂ hed gil.'cn in a very full return on this
subject 1o the Commissioners, it would probably be suflicient merely to examine the Professors
of thiz College on these points where they differed from the return which had been already
transmitted to the Conmmissioners,

With this view, Professor (Glennie was r("qu{'r-lml to state if he coneurred in the said retuarn,
or in what points he differed from it

Professor (ilenaie zaid :—1 did not join in the representation sent by my Eﬂ“ﬁﬂgﬂEh because
I could not bring my mind to acquicsee in the union of the Colloges, or to their junetion into
one Univerzity.

Will you have the goodness to advert partienlarly to the third printed Query, and explain
the grounds of vour objections to the junction of the (Z'::Ilnge:: ?—lfl‘r reasons are, that T think
the union in either Wiy inconsistent with the prlvili-g-.-ﬂ. of the different institutions, and like-
wise ingonsistent with the advantages that must be derived by the students attending on the
different Colleges.

Will vou explain more particularly in what respeet it would be disadvantageouns to the
students i:L[umling botly Colleges ?—The cireumstanees of the students are so various that I
do not think 1I|I:"!.'r' wonld be 20 well attended ta, if the Colleges were umited, as tlllz':,r are under
present cirpumstances ; and it does not appear to me evident that the diferent priviluges
eranted to the students in these two Universities would be so particularly attended to as at
IreEens.

: On ithe supposition 1hat a junction might take place, notwithstanding yvour own individual
opinon, aldverting to fifih l'.lum'lilr.. “ \Waould yiniL recommend the patronagre of the Professors in
the reapective Colleges to continue ag at prezent, or to be vested in the Crown, or otherwize
settled, adequate compensation being made to the existing Professors for the loss thersof
during their lives 2 Do any specific objections eccur to you as to the latter plan 7*—1 do not
think I have had sufficient tune to consider this question, and I would vather decline giving
any answer to it

Have you consildered Query 7, * Are you of opinion that any Professorship. at precent
established in either College, can either be abalished, or it income appropriated te o different
branch of science or literature, due provision and compensation being made as tothe existing
interest of the present incumbent 7 I so, be pleased to specily what class or elasses in either
college you would propese to be altered ?"—I am sorry that T am obliged to decline giving
an opinion on this question. 1 have not considered this and other guestions, beesuse | con-
ceived l:illa.l: my views on the three first would have superseded my examination as to the
remainder,

D, Hellinm Knight, Professor of N atural Philosophy, called in and examined.

You coineided in the Return made by the Professors of Marischal College to the requisition
of the Commission in regard to the possible junction of the two Colleges !—1I concurred. as
far az I recollect, with evervihing of importance in the Returns which were transmitted to the
Commission by this University in May last.

Do you wish now in any respeet to alter or qualify the opinion there expressed by Marischal
College =1 have nothing to remark on this head TE‘.EII‘{"]_'I'f'-IIIg that, as no reasons for my con-
eurring in the Returns made in May last by this University are stated in them, T have no
ohjections to mention the reasons which have ':l]l'l".'l}':l- u.'n,.-ighml,' with me for uniting the two
[lollrgr-.l:. not into one lf.'arpnmliml_. bt into one l_ln'imrsit:,-.

I think an entire union of the two Colleges into one Corporation is not expedient or prac-
ticable ; but that the wnion of the twa Colleges into one University for the purpose of
regulating the discipline and course of education, keeping their respeetive chartercd rights
separate, is the preferable course. My opinion against a union of the Colleges into one
poration was founded on the shjections which I stated to the Royal Cammission in 1827, and
partly on the practical one that, in the elasses of Arts, the most weeful description of teachin
could not be given well to numbers greater than G0, 70, or 80 at most, in one elazs. My
opinion waz then given in favour of a union of the two Universities into one University, on the
ground that such improvements might be the result as were then mentioned; I mean such

additional endowments and cstablishments az would tend greatly to improve the University

e
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education of this part of Scotland (from which all other education ought in some degree to
receive ite character) ; as, for instance, an enlarged iihnn':-,'.. and musewm, and a botanic garden g
the foundation of more Medjcal Professorships ; and the improvement of the Theological course.

Another veason for a union of the Umversities is that it would diminish or take away the
present sinecures, and thus 11[1!.'2 the members of the Senatus Academicus more on a ﬁ:ming ol
Hluality ns ta duties than 'I]It':,l’ are at present ; the holders of sinecure offices I'urming_ or
tending to form, a party by themselves, which has little community of interest with thoese that
teach, and which mjures the body to which they belons in the opinien of the publie. It is
another reason that a union would tend 1o clevate the standard of Uni'l.'er_:.it:_.' msiruetion,
which T tlunk 1= rﬁ.luir{'d ’u_'!.f a Iﬂrgc part of ihe l:u’ﬂ]il:'.; that it would prevent the Ieaw.hing of’
eoine subjects to no greafer extent than they are taught in many schools; and that it weuld
put a stop to the teaching by ope Professor of such a mixture of sciences as is injurious to the
interests of education. hope that no union of any Kind will be proposad that would mate.
rinlly increase the present expense of University education, alienate any funds for the edueation
of poor students of mood abilities, or destroy the connexion subsisting between the Universities
and the Chureh at present established in this conntry. 1 think it exceedingly desirable that,
along with the im]n‘l:'l-'mlurlﬂ.ﬂ- which the present age dewands, there be retained as muoch of
ancient charters o= 1= consistent with uselielness,

Any answer to [llwrrl,r 3 becomes unnecessary, from my answer unider the ]11-{--,,-5::4!51 heads,

4, = [f vou think a unton pracl"wnb]n andd advizable, would vou staie vour views as to the
extent and nature of the armngements which should bhe made in that ease?  In particular,
whether the union sheuld be of the Colleges into one Corporation. or enly of the Colleges into
one University I"—In regard 1o the extent and nature of the n:l'r.'mgum‘u-ul:i which should be
made in the case of the union of the two Universities into one University, 1 have not formed
any other opinion than whal [ stated in 1827, as fellows: A plan that would apparently
interfere least with the present vested rights of both Universities would be fo annex certain
of the old Professorships, and any new ones that might be founded, 1o the united Unversity,
amd not to cither of the two Colleges,” such as ‘lheology, Oriental Languages, Law, Medicine,
oF, ]Jl:ﬂmps, Maral ]"Iﬂlmaupil}'. il ik contines] e e the liast vear of :'.1:1-1_1.-, The wnited
University eoull then be considered as a kind of separate collegiate body itself, on a plan uet
i h tIiI'Elrﬁl:lg from the constitution of the Eneglish Universities,

3, “ If you think that the Colleges may ln umited into one University. would you recom-
mend the patronage of the Professors in the respective ("u!luge.—'. to continue 25 ai 'ln':-s:!m, or
to be vesteal in the Crown, or otherwise seuled, adeguate compensation being made to the
existing Professors for the loss thereol during their lives? Do any specific objections occur
to you on the later plan '—In rezaed to this query 1 think that Government might purchase
the patronages alluded 10, a2 advowsons are boueht and sold in Imzland ; and the ey
advanced for them might be applied ta the improvement and endowment of the University.
There is a specific objection io the katier pari of the question, which is, that | do noi exactly
eomprehiend how the existing Professors con be considered as subject 1o a loss during their
lives from being deprived of the patronage,  Tlieir successors may be as much or mare lozers
than they, It is for University purpuses wlone that T think any such eompensation should be
demanded or granted. g >

6. * Assuming that the Colleges should be united into one University, be plensed to speeify
whal classes you wonld recommend to be taught in each.  In particular, if your opinion is
that there should Le double Chairs for Latin, Geeek, and Mathenutios, do vou think that
there are studeniz at present frequetting both Colleses te make it expedicni 1o have double
Chairs in any of the other branches —I pefer to the Return transmitted by Marischal
College in May last 1o the Commissioners, with this wddition, that if Nataral Philosophy iz 10
be tauzht on the fourth year of the Curriculum, as proposed by the oyal Commission of
15296, | o not think that more than one Profeasor wonld be ot all necessary, Tom Uie opeatly
diminizhed number of students who in all the Universities of Seotlamd attend a fourth session
but il Natural P]li.lmu‘pll}' 15 to continue Lo be tanght on the thivd year of study, as it hasz
been in these Universities since 1753, two Professors would be reqguisiie. ’

In regard to queries 7 and 8 T refer to the Returns of Marischal College, with wiich |
coineide.

9, ."".:4.=~||1n:.ng that the f-'"ul.'g":* may be possibly united, either h:,' Parhament or by consent
of the Colleges, at a future period, does any alteration ocour o you as expedient, ou the plan
of the University Court, recommended by the former Commissionors 7—In regard to this
question | “t“ﬂ.’ conenr in e proposal of a University Court, contained in those Retums; and
I am 1_1-1" opinion that to connect the University Courts of Scotland with Town Couneils, or
other incorporations, would be execedingly derogatory to their charvacier. 1 think that
['II'I'n:'t-:niﬁL'z: are miost uiseful, inoa froe :'mn'ulr:.' like this, when t|p|-'_|,.‘ are left oz in;lrlwuﬂan as
possilile, beeause then they have a eharacter of their own, and not one muds for them by any
porties of the day, Sk

3 In regard 1o Query 6, in the event of the nreessary endowments to make all the chairs m e
Faculty of Arts double in the wnited Uy iversity mol being obiained, which of the elasses do
vou think that it is mast important that there shonld be double ehairs 2—Latin, Greek,
Mal hlr'muti.ﬁ. Natural Philosophy (with the exception above mentioned), snd, according 1o
my views, Chemistry, were it, as it onglt to be, taken out of the Medical faeulty, and made a
hranch "fr ﬂ‘”":‘ml edlucation, to which | consider it has now the same right as any other of
the physical seiences. As a University shonld be so eonstituted in = I1“|El:‘;H1rF.||ii1‘:--1'IF 0 give
equal apportunilies of earrying on instraetion both in phiysieal and moral seience, so the mone
thiat this F““”'Iﬂ‘»‘ 1= attended 1o, not anly i the dird anel fourtls voars, but even in the seeond
year, of the Curriculum, the grealer ilil!.':Lli'IlgL"ri- wouldl vesult.  Hence elasses of Logic aiml
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Belles Lettres, and of Metaphysical Science, might require, under such a propesed arrange-
ment, to be double.

Eup ose we were to get endowmenis for three or four, which do you think would be the
chairs '—Latin, Greek, Mathematics, and a Professorship of some branches of Moral Science.

Waonld there be any difficulty, in your opinion, in teaching the classes of Moral Seience in
King's College, and thowe of Natural Science in Marischal College, without reference to the
foundations on which the Professorships might stand #—0n the prezent plan of taking Moral
Phllil;l.‘i:ll'}il}' on the fourth and last year of the Currieulum, and as a class which in both
ﬂnl]oges 15 attended l'.']liln'.l""!." I|_1,r Stwdents of ]]iﬁn'ﬂy, 1 should not see any very great obatacle,
in the distanee between the two Colleges, to that arrangement.

Have vou many Students in the Natwral Philosophy clazs who attend your lectures without
the prospeet of taking a degree, and without having attended previons classes of Language or
Phiin.-’.uphj' in the other College >—From the great extent of the apparatus used in teaching
M atural l‘liilmphr in MNuarischal f.'n]h-ge, there have been for the last half century, durin
Dr. Copland's incumbeney and my own, a considerable portion of Students who have amndeﬁ
that elass regularly without intending 1o go further, and & small portion who have not attended
any other elasses, exeepting those of Mathematics.

Have Y delivered a course of Lectures in any years, EEIIL]}II.'{I {or persons engi n trade
amd manufaciures f—Such courses were commenced by Dr. ('n'piaml in 1783, aml were con-
tinueed h:.' B tell withvip 10 years of s death, [ have gi.l.'e:n sueh eourses ucl:asinnall!.'; four
have been delivered ; not to ladies and gentlemen, but to gentlemen only; 1 have wished to
give such conrses 1o ladies also, and have only been preventsd by the exeeedingly imperfeet
aceommodation in the present buildings.

Are you of opinion lEIHt the attendance on your ordinary elasses has been in any respect less
numersus from the state of the room, and the accommaedation you have for hc:hlring in the
present hulhlings ?—lf'pun the whols, [ should think that the 'I:Ii.i.udmumgc wis very E-ligh.t,
because it happens that my class-room is 21ill the best in the College, although too confined
for the numbers that bave azssembled in it for many vears back.

Supposing the Natural Philosophy class were transferred to the King's College, do you
think it would tend o dimimsh the number that would attend 10?1 shoubd think 1t wonld
tend to diminish the number of Students attending a n'guiur conrse of leetures amd examina-
tions exceedingly, as well as nearly altogether to put a stop to the antendance of such as were
wighing to receive instructions in Natural Philosophy only. Tt will be observed, from the
returns of the number of Students both in King's and Marischal Colleges, that the number in
the Natural |’!Ii|u:=n|1h:r class in Marischal {'urh'gu hias u'|wayﬂ- been l'l-lli}' lhl'Ellul, OIL LN BVETH
of years, to that of the Students in the second year, but that in Ki:lg‘s College there has been
a great falling off between the second and third years of attendance,

Do you think that the transference of the Natural Philosophy class to King's College wounld
have the probable effect of leading to ihe institution of private Lectureships in New Aberdeen,
tending to injure the class ?—I should think that such private Lectureships would be imme-
diately attempred.

On the other hand, if there was only one Lectureship of Natural Philosophy in the united
College established in New Aberdeen, do you think it likely that there would be a private
Lecturer on Natural Philesophy in Old Aberdeen ?—In regard to the likelihood of a private
Lecturer succeeding in such an attempt, it must depend on a combination of eircumstances
that could but very rarely oceur, viz., the possession by the privale Lecturer of an apparatus
extensive and of superior quality, and the ineflicicncy of the Profeszor in the University,

Is the apparatus of the Natural Philosophy class in this College complete and valuable —
It is excecdingly complete in almost all departments; its value is £1,200 and wpwards ; I
also employ many articles of my own; and it has one character which, in collections of
apparatus, 1s not very comman, that almost every article in it is adapted for teaching,

Are you of ulﬂniul'l that it would be :‘nlr.iu.ul:lgt:mlra to have the Evedences and the !i’rilln::ip]u
ol {Thriﬁthmhy maile o part of the g-cm-m] conirze of 5111(!_'.' in the IJ]!i.'n-‘LH’Eilj". itLl[E‘IiE‘I![lﬂ!tl}' of
1.]'Iu ‘I1ll!'t:l||'lg"|r':|] fieid i!‘\' !—I Ilu\'l-. ulh‘q::{w baven of 1.|!E:ll llI:Iilllll.I-|'|., I '|"|:1.:I1I|' sl that m this l:-:l,'lu;" P,
and for the last 50 years, lectures on the evidenees have been read in one of the classes of 1
Curriculum.

Do you think it would be expedient to make it a subjeet of examination for a Degree in
Arts 7—1 think that, in this respeet, there cannot be a better plan followed than what is ordered
i thie Statutes of 1508, of the University of Oxford, wineh make a ecriain [hﬂ,;rl:i: ol acquire-
ment i the evidences of [.‘hrjutiunilj.* A Fine .-Jm.-i aei in the exmmination for Bachelor of Ars.

Have you any suggestions to make to the present Commission respecting Marischal Col-
lege 2—The chief suggestions which occur 1o me are the absolute necessity of better endow-
ments for the working Professors, and of funds for the extension of the library, and the increaze
of the Librarian's salary.

[Addition made by the Witness after reviving his Evidence.)
I beg leave further 1o sugeest, for the consideration of the Royal Commission, that the
Eri\'iiogu of exemption from militia serviee, possessed by the students of the Universities of
'uglund and Ireland, mlgh! 1o be extended to those of thie Universities of Seotland, and that
the want of it seems to imply some kind of stigma on the latter, which ought to hﬂwremmw-
. K.

2 Now, 1837,
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Dr. Thomas Clark, Professor of Chemistry, called in and examined.

Have you any su gn*_sti.cr:lm i giv_n us in addition to those cnntamm'lh in your leiter to the Marischal College.
Secretary, of 20th April 1537, which has been perused by the Commissioners 7—I have no
su ions to make., [ adhere to the statements and opinions expressed in that lever. Professor Clark.,

ave you perused the queries that have been eireulated, and is there any of them upon 20 Oglober 1837
which you wish 1o give a special answer, in addition to the information contained in your ° :
letter ; in ]':,mii:nlnr wonlid Yo favour the Commissioners with an answer to the fifth Qurr_lf
relative to the patronage exercised by the professors, # Would you recommend the patronage of
the Professors in the respective colleges to continue as at present, or to be vested in the Crown,
or otherwise settled, adegquate eompenzation being made to the existing Professors for the loss
thercof during their lives ¥ Do any speeific objections ocear to you as io the latter ]:Iull |
beg leave, in the first place, to advert to the clanse of this question which refers to adequate
c-ompum.ulion i.m-ing maile to :-r.imliug Profesgors, 1 have great diffieuliy in peresiving the object
contemplated by this clause. The right of appointing Professors T hold to be a right in
trust, a right which the patrons hold for the public good, for the public geod only, and in no

rt for their own P.nrl.i::ular and llri';ull.' guufl. To assume zuch a ratronage, thercfore, bene-
ficinl to Professors, or any palrons whatever, o as (o irni:ll_t that 1|l|l'|."l.'.' 15 roam for O TS
tion on their being deprived of such a trust, scems 1o involve the supposition that there has
been a breach of trust ; which seems to me to be no proper ground for eluiming compensa-
tion on the trust being taken away. T think that the patronage ought not 10 be in the hands
of the Professors, not because they have perpetrated any breach of trust, but because [ think,
for other reasons, that the patronage 1= ol t-xlzn-q_]ienll.}' heldd li}' them.  ‘'hat Professors are
iuex|mlim1t palrons I think iz an upini.un that iz gqm-r:lllj‘ held in Scotland hjr thinse persons
who have had opportunities of knowing the working of patronages by Professors.  This
opinion iz universal as far as my sequaintanee goes with sech persons; and 1 hold very light
the idea that Professors, as learned men, may he supposed better quilliiinl thaen other persons
for deciding who, for any vacant Chair, is the best rp:ullliﬂl camlicdate, inasmuch as the
vacancy to be fillixid up olten occurs in another 1Io|'|g'|rlnw|1t than thetr own, amd mq'il.ul}' ina
dnpuﬂmnl, ihe I:igllﬂ' branches of which may be unknown fo every one ol the Prolezsors in
the other departments.  With Professors, therefore, as with other patvons, mistakes do
happen in appreciating the gqualifications of the several candidaies.  Sueh difficultics I know
to have been experienced by Professors. As to vesting the patronage in the hands of the
Crown, (rom any thing that 1 know of the :-immr.inu ol thiat system 1!1m|:|gimul Seotland, [
have ﬁ:lrm:ld i i“l'lll‘lls-cuiuu o Wikys |':|\-|:|-1||':|[|I!' Tin 1l:|:il I!Ilr.rll.-l.- l,rr.'li:iljl.llllll.llwlll, l;|.||| 1![1;“:“;-_"‘“'}!’
satisfied that it does not tend in all cases, or in the gencrality of caszes, 1o obtain the candidate
best qualified. T s thoroughly satisfied that other considerations than the qualifications of
the Prolessors lave more wf'igl:lr i nplmil'tnnnuﬂra h:f the Crown than the qlllllii'i{‘.'tliﬂlls proper
to the ilepart ment lEu::,r e '-Llllll::-i.llll'dl, 1o beach,

Has any plan ocevrred to you of vesting the patronages of Universities in other hands than
those, cither ol the Crown or of Professors '—The most eligible plan of any that has been pro-
lmser.l. 20 far as | am aware, is the J:I:m that forms part of the l.'niwr:ail:,' Bills of Mr, Ban-
nermean, and Mr. Oswald, in 1555, 'I'|'|I!"!'1'I:I:|' 1] -'I.'ll'EHJiII"I!IL"I“. of Professors was et to be
made by open competition, with a qualification that ocenrred in Mr, Oswald's amended 1ill,
viz., that a University court, when unanimens, might appoint Professors without a eompe-
tition. I do not know whether it is worth mentioning to the Commission, yet the observation
bears on the point in question, that, during the agitation ol these mensures, 1 had frequent
gccasion to digcuss the subjeet in company with scientific fricnds, whose qu:.tliﬁu;u.ium, were of
an onder that entitle them to be Professors, and some of whom, in fact, have sinee been so
HFIIUEHIHL and the obzervation giruck me as being remarkable, that ATHLE Ty st intimate
friends, mostly of course about my own time of life, in no instanee did 1 sind one, especially
of high scienific attainments, who ebjected 1o that mode of appointment. The objections, 50
far as I heard any urged by persons aspiving to the office of Professor. all came from parties
whiose 1‘?{]11"'.'!'.:1“?1.1“:: “'l':t'lf' ri:hlllll.ll'l:] ||.|:l|i|||:|' [+11] ;.l' |l|.'r :I‘lmtulu I||.i|1| |;|14.iqlilll1':|liuu for 1 hc,- oflice,

Then you are under no apprehension that any man of high attaimments in science or lite-
rature wonld ever refuse to submit himsell 1o an examimation when standing candidate for any
of the higher Profeszorships #— At least [ am certain of this, that neen of much higher attain-
ments than these who commonly oliain the office of Professors in this countey would readily
come forward as candidates on these terms. Upon this peint we, in Alerdecn, are not wlm]IE,,-
“"it]'l-ﬁ“l- i.'!iill'l"‘ll'lll'l'.'. l“ur, 1 t!LilI.I'i._ 1w l':'ll:ll.l'lll.'!l-.. l!n_' I}Wﬁ"“ﬂl'hhil‘ ol IJ-|1|'E"i"|' 10 Kil]g':'-i FIII-
lege has been filled up by such a competition.  Now this is an instanee of such a competition
taking place in the very department, where before-hand those unaceustomed or inexperieneed
in that mode of appoimtment, would hold it as aliogether unsatisfictory, pechaps impracticalile
or impossible ; yet the experience of two eenturies has, in that wery 'I"ll""'ﬂ""""' inn this distriet,
Rﬂ‘1"=|r as | ean pretend to know the opinions prevalent here, not produced the impression that
this mode of appointment fails in obtaining divines of the highest eminence.  Indeed 1 have
never heard the efficacy of this mode of appointing by competition disputed in Aberdeen as an
efficacious mode by any reference 10 the actual working of the system in that peealiar Chair,
“rl_‘ have further experience in another Chair in this University, the Chair of Mathematics,
which, on several oceasions, has been lilled up by competition. T thie year 1717 several Pro.
rl:‘.i"tﬂ'llhl.p:* were made vacant II_]." “ir:.'.l.l Commi=ion on accounl of e 1miitil1;1.| allemees of the
Professors: among others e Chaar of Mathewmaties,  The vacin voon sl occazsion was
filled up by competition, and the person appointed was Colin M*Laurin.  On reference 1o the
records, [ find that ten years therealter, in 1727, on a vacancy taking place, an appoint ment
wis mate without competition, the patrons, in that cose being the mogistrates amnl town
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council of Aberdecn. The person then appointed was the son of a former Provost. and not
now known, so far ae T am aware, by any other character. 1 find that in 1766, when the
next vacaney took place, the appointment was made by competiion. On that eccasion no
fewer than @1% eandulates eame forward.  OF these six 1 shall 5igl‘|ﬂ.iizu the vames of thees =
Willinm Trail, late Dean of Raphoe, who proved to be the sveeessinl candidate ; Robert
H amilbon. 911hs.equpnlll; Professor, known to the world as the author of the work on the Na-
tional Debit ; Jolin Playiir, late Professor of Natural Fhilosophy in the University of Edin-
burgh.  The other three candidates were a teacher of Mathemalies in Edinburgh, a teacher
m the Grommar-School of Aberdeen, and Ilobert Stewart, son of the late Professor John
Stewart, who was zon of a former Provost, when appointed. It would not be a da.rin.g Coli=
joeture to suppose that, in the year 1766, in the ordinary course of Ih'mg:i., the son of the
late Professor, and grandson of a late Provest, would have heen np;!minlecl, o that, but for
the competition, William Trail, Robert Hamilten, and John Playfair would not have
appearced as candidates rom remote places at all. 1 find that the next material appointment
was not made by competition.  The person numed was the late Dr. Copland of this Univer-
sity, wha, [ believe, from what little 1 have heard of past events in Aberdeen, was considered
not highly qualified as a Professor in the department of Mathematics. At what particolar
date 1 cannot at this moment say, the late De. Hamilton, who had appeared as a candidate
for the vacant Chair of Mathematics, was appointed Professor of Natural P]liluec»ﬁ:h}'. It
was, however, Tound expedient to exchange duties between these two Professors ; =o that here
wi have, in the next case of appointment to the Mathematical Chair a gentleman of eminences
in another department, but not adequately qualificd in this one, appointed to o Chair, to which
there is not the slightest chance he would Dave been raised by competition ; while the person
who performed, instead of bim, the doties of that Chisir actually had appeared as o candidate
nnder ithe syslem of competitton.  Afier such experience [ cannot peresive that in future we
shonld, in Aberdeen, have 1o apprehend that competition would exclule from the candidates
of any vacant Professorship men of hish eminence. At the spme time [ am free to admit that
the system of competition, inasmuch as it imyplies ereal exerlions on the part of the can-
didates, must, on ihat consideration, mr.nsinn:all]:r deter, or make backward men in situations
ot mueh less advaninoeons, and of matored sianding ;. but for any such case the power, as
was proposed in Mr. Oswald's Bill, of permitting the University Court fo make appointments
when wnanimmons, would amply provide,

Does it appear to you that the difficulty of procuring or Eading competent examiners would
form any linderanee 1o the plan or method of appointing Professors which you recommend ?
—XNo material hinderanee, The plan actually acted upon in the case of the competition- for
the Mathematical Chair, in the two important appointments relerred to in LTLF aml 1766,
seems adeguate, which consisted in procuring from other Universities the men distinguished
in that department, or professing that department. 1 think that similar provisions made in
that view in the Bille of Me. Bannerman and Mr, Oswald were adequate 1o the eliject.

6. My letter embraces an answer to this question, and also Query 7.

8. Aseuming that Parlimment would be disposed 1o grant a reasonabile sum for the endow-
ment of sueh additional Professorships as might be necessary for improving and completi
the Curriculum of Edueation in the different Beolties in the united Ifnl'-'-:rsil_'r, what new
Chairs would you suggest as proper in that case !”—My letter embraces this question so far
as regands the Pacolty of Arts. With the Faculty of Theology it is not for me to meddle;
but in the depariment of Medicine I coineide with my colleagues in their recommendation. 1
waeldl hl.';_F. hll-'.'l.'l'l.'t‘|'. foy saperereat to l|||;~ l:'.‘|||:|:|1ni,~;:t"|un_ L1l rhr :ullp]m:ailinn that I}BL']-LI.IIILI,!]II. iH. dis-
posed to gram means for adequately endowing additional Professorships. the necessity seems
to be il::l‘l:-liw_l of :I.b'“l .'ln;]ﬂ!tmlt'i:w ;-m]_:lu'i“g 1l I_":l:i.liliu'g I’ﬁhﬁ‘:ﬁﬂn‘ll‘ﬂ]lil:ﬂ-; for it 1s o malter ol 1o
be coneealed from the evos of ohservant persons, ;iuquuiuh‘tl with the aftfairs of the Universities,
that, unless provision for this purpose is made in this Usiversity, we must be lell, in some
departments at leasi. without a reasonable foundation for expeeting that this University can
haold the ace in seienes or letters which it ﬁug]]t to hold among other Universities, or, indeed,
can hold at all a place hefitting a University.

9, “ Assuming that the L'uj“"gl.':-i. Ay n;-.ai'lu'l_\.' be united, cither by Parlizment or by the
consent of the Colleges, at a future perod, does any alteration eccur to yon as expedient on
the plan of the University Conrt recommended by the former Commissioners I"—1 rafer to my
letter in the hands of the Commissivners on this subjeet.

Are there any sugzestions yon would wish te make to the Commissionsrs in regard to
Marischal College 2—1 wonld beg leave to submit to the Commission the general observation
that, judging from all past experience, the conrse would be exceedingly inexpedient of pera-
nently tying up this University by a code of rules instituted by the authority of the Royal
Commission. The rules extant, made by former visitations, prove how soon such regulations,
however judicionsly formed at the time, beeome napplicalile to the University under changed
circumstances, in Tact imprm—.tic:lhle; ;J.u-uup{iiugl_\' the}' atamil very muih the chanee of not
being acied on in other pespeets than those which ave impracticable.  The thing wanted, 1
eonceive, is a bady such as the University Court propozed by the last Commission, with ample
authority, and so constituted ax to command alike the confidence of the public and of the
Professors.

Rev. Dr. Babert Janes Browa, Professor of Greek, called in and examined.

Do you coneur in the Return transmitted to the Commissioners by Marischal College ? or
Lhave any views or aliermtions oceurred to yvou sinee 7—I concur in the Returns, 1 would
wish, however, to add that I concur in them because, under existing eircumstances, a Ml'llplﬂk
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union of the twe Universities into one College and University would neither be practicable,
nor expedient if it were practicable. My opinon, however, on the subject of a complete union
iz an opinion on the abstraet question.

If obatacles lad not oceurved, are yon of opinion that single Professors in all the classes of
the Faculty of Arts would have sufficed for the instruction of the students at present sent for
instruction to the two Universities, keeping in view the pessibility of forming an improved

em of discipline and edueation adapted for the single Chairs 7—It is my opinion that
single Chairs might have sufficed ; but, considering the views entertained by a large body of
the community, and by very well-informed persons in this part of the country, T do not think
it is a scheme which ought to be pressed.

Be so goad as turn your attention to Query 5, viz., * If you think that the Colleges may be
united into one University, would you recommend the patronage of the Professors in the
respective Colleges 1o continue as at present, or 1o be vested in the Crown, or otherwise settled,
adequate compenzation being given to the existing Professors for the loss thereol during their
lives 7 Do any specilie ahjections oecur 1o you as to the latter plan?—I1 appears to me that
the patronage would be better vested elsewhere, [ am not friendly to the system of vesting
it in the hands of Professors, becavse, though I believe it has been, in many cases, well exer-
cised, the exercise of it will always be liable to suspicion, and there is a strong feeling against
it ; Bt if'it i 10 be vested in the Crown exelusively, there is the olyection and the risk that it
may be used for political purposes. 1t is impossible for the Ministers of the Crown to judge
themselves if persons are qualified to Gl vacant Chairs ; they will be guided by persons on
the spot, who again may be guided by particular interests.  [F any mixed system could be
adopted 1 should be friendly to it. 1 do nat know how compensation ean well be given to
individuals, University patronage is not on the same footing 25 Chareh patronage, which
can be sold. 1 do not know that any corporate hody ean sell their patronage of offices ; but
still an individual may aceept of a University office under the idea that the possession of that
patronage will balance to him the advantages which he possessed elsewliere ; amd, besides, he
miy sttach importanee fo the pessession of the right of selecting his own colleagues to a cerlain
extent, and, therefore, T think some compensation should be given to the University as a body.
But in regard 1o vesting the patronage in the Crown, 1o which [ have expressed an objection,
I beg leave to throw out a suggestion.  Suppose the University Court were required to make
it known that there is a vacaney, amd that no sueh vacancy could be filled wp for three months
for instznce, =uch individuals” az ehose might come forwand and make aprlications for it.
The University Court might then select a certain number of names, which, perhaps, they
might submit to the Senatus to learn if they had any oljeetions 1o them ; and, baving made
this selection, might transmit it to Government,

6. = Assuming that the Colleges should be united into one University, be pleased to speeily
what elasses you wonld veeommend to be taweht i each ) in particolar, iF your opinion is that
there shoulil be double Chairs for Latin, Greek, and Mathemeties, do vou think that there
are studonts af present frequenting both Colleges 1o make il expedient to have double Chairs
in any of the other branches ¥—0Upon thiz peint T think that, i’ the Colleges are to be main-
tained az sepamie Colleges of Arts, it i= alizolutely neeessary to keep up the double Chairs in
Arts, with the Correulum resulated in the manner we have ]t:'n;ul:ﬂﬂl. In r{‘gmﬂ lo siodenta
who attend the Natwral Philosoyphy Class, as they w thie smove e attend (e 3lathematieal
Class (and 1 I_W(*I'ur that erder of teaching), T cannot see how you could separate those two
classes. 1 think that the stwdents attending the Mathematical Class in one College would
I'I?"I'[l'lil"l"' alze o altend the Natural P]I:-]n-mplw Clags in the same College, and this l:uﬂ:.' fram
the convenience of the loeality ; and for another reazon, thit one Professer of Mathematics
nn'g]li have o diferent manner of preparing his students from the othes. I the Profesaor of
Natural Philosophy were to teach in both Colleges, he would be put to a degree of incon-
venience which could not casily be obviated, '

O the #ll]jprw.-ifiuu that twao claszes for the gher branclics of Intellectual l:"hilum]lh_-;. such
as [or Logic and Moral Philosophy. were tnoght ot Kine's College exclusively, do vou see
any ul:h_jvr.!inu fo the class for Natural Philosophy. amd Matural History, as the eorr r'-]w;'-ndiuf_'f
branch of Natnrml Seience for advanced stiwdents, being tanght a0 Marisehial Collese 21
would think, in the frst place, there was an inconvenienee, as [ before stated, in eonsequence
of l.'lll' Lrll'.4|.51:.". mext, that the different modes of li':lr'il"mg Aathematies 111i~,};f:! not b eorm-
pletely adapted to it; and, in the third place, it would give tos great an advantage to the
College which possessed the class of Natural Philosophy. 1 do not think that the classes of
Logic and Moral Philosophy wonld by any means balance the Natural I’hi]mn]:h?

Do you think there is any separate advamtage in teaching the Natural Philosophy Class in
New Aberdeen over the advantage of teaching it in Old Aberdeen 2—There is always a con-
sulerable numbier of persons, whe attend we other class, attending that class ; bat 1 Lelieve
there i= also a mumerous haody of students in (Md Aberdeen who attend that clase, though not
a greal number who attend vo other class.  There are a considerable mumber of VOung e
who attend here twvo vears, amd no more: and some of these attend the second amd  third
classez of the Curriculum.

B Acsuming that Parliament wonld be disposed 1o rrant a rensonabile sum for the eondow-
ment of such additional Professorships as migjlll be neeessary for improving and completing
the Curdicolum of Edueation in the different faculiies in the united University, what new
Chairz would o sugroest as proper in that case ?"—One new Chair is absolutely required in
Marizschal rfh?ll'g'r'. aned that is a Chair of Humanity. We have vo endowment for that, |
am also of opinion that the endowment of additional Chairs, in order to complete a roper

Medieal Coericulum, is an oliject of the first importance in so large a community awd in so
extended a district as this.
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Would you eonsider it more advantageous to have a separate Professor of Logie?—Cer-
lﬂiﬂlj? I do. Allow me also to add, that the present endowments are entirel inuul,equn.t.e to
the support of the Professors in that situation of life which they onght to jmh{

9. Answered in the Return. i

What is your opinion as to the propriety and expediency of introducing a regular conrse of
instruction on the Evidences and Primipi[-.-s of Christianity, as a part of the course of the
Currieulum of Arts?—My opinion is that it is very desirable, | hpg, in conclusion, Lo suggest
that in any l.'|l-1t|§1'.ﬂ- thiat may be introdueed n-ulhing should be done to ilnpair the connexion
with the church of Scotlaml, .

Have you any additional suggestions to give to the Commission in regard to Marischal
College f—If no union iz to take place, T wonld beg leave to sugrest that the Medical School,
if it ix to be efficient, cannot remain on its present footing.  Until there is a regular Medical
Faculty that important department will never be properly eonducted. Tt is generally admitted
that the endowment of a sufficient number of Medieal Chairs, to meet the wants of a
Medical School in the north of Scotland, would be highly desirable. 1T the Universities
remain separate, to one or other of them must these Chairs be attached. The teaching of
the Medieal Classes must be earried on in New Aberdeen. To make the Medical Professors
members of both Universities iz impossible. T'o make them Examiners for the Degree of
ALY in both Universitics would be entirely anomalous.  IF some of them were attached to
one College, and some to another, while Examiners, members of neither, were appointed, it
seems unjust to exelude the Medical Professors of the other [Tniversity from the examination
of their own pupils, and vet it wonlid be very extracedinary 1o admit them to the Senatus of a
|..T11i'|'{"r‘.‘~i.l1'|.' not theie own,.  In the event of & union these new Medical Professars would, of
course, be University Professors, and attached to no particular College ; but, if the Universi-
lics are lo remain separate, it seems 10 be reasonalile to place the Medical Faculty there,
where only it can be of real service to the public,

2. A Law Class has existed in Marisebal College for nearly 20 yvears. The numerons and

influential Corporation of Advocates have made attendanee on that Class necessary for their
apprentices. At present the remuneration is quite inadeguate amd insufficient 1o command
the full zervices of an eminent professional man.  The increased duties likely to devolve on
the wembers of the legal profession, in the provinees, render it an object of great importance
that in this University there should be the means of giving a more complete professional edu-
eation to young men destined for provineial practice.
3. Even in the event of no union taking place, T should still consider it as of very great
importanee to the interests of edueation that the Curriculum should be regulated aecording 1o
the scheme proposed hy Marischal College,  The institution of a Professorship of Humanity
wonild enable that (-'fr“l:'g{‘ pretiy nearly to carry that sehemse into effvet.

4. If the two Universities are to remain 1::-]|;fr;|lu_ it would still be necessary, in my opinion,
fo make a new arrangement of the ’]'hpnlngiml 1_Ig~1mr1nmnl, under the sanction of the chureh,
The students in Divinity at Aberdeen are, at present, r;-r.luirn,-il to attend the Professors of
Theology in King's and Marischal Colleges.  With the consent of the church each might be
eonfined to certain branehes, and a course of Biblical Criticism miglt be ressdered imperative,
Until a elassification of the students takes place, it does not appear 1o me that the services of
even the ablest Professors will be so eficient as ::nighl be desired.  Two Professors of Ovriental
].angu.tgﬁ seem not to e neceszary for the same siudents.  The services of one of them
might be made available for <ome other tll']'mrlrm'tu of .I1|u-:|-1nl_i"|.'.

3. The standard.of teaching might eazily be raised. by requiring rather higher attaxinments,
particularly in Greek and Mathematies, than are at present necessary acconding to the rules
of the University ; but, with respect to this point, to the extension of the session and to higher
examinations for the degree of AM., 1 would, with all delerenee, sugoest that it is scarcely
possible for one I.rn[l.'l'r:ailj.' to earry anch (—]mrrgﬂ. into effect, while l|'|£'}' are not a.dnl}tctl bi.'
anothier in similar eirewmstanees.

6. There is no fund of any considerable amount for the Library of Marischal College. By
2 decision of the Court of Session in 1735, the books oliained from Stationers’ Hall wers
directed 1o be ('ln]!ms-itn:i in King's College for the use of both Colleges,  The Stationers’ Hall
privilege has lately been withdrawn, and compensation granted for its loss.  Over the expen-
diture of the money gramted az the equivalent. Marischal College has no control.  The former
Conmmission reported that the Library Fund was inadeguate, and that the members amd
students of Marischal College had not sufficiently the benefit of the Stationers’ Hall books.
The possession of a good library is obviously so necessary to a University, that a considerable
part of its benefits must he lost 10 real students unless provision is masde for supplying this
deficiency. To render it accessible at all proper times, too, it is absolutely requisite that
there should be the means of ebtaining a Librarian's full services. The governments of tle
eontinent have reckoned it a matter of great importance to provide their great educational
establishments with libraries, | wonld therefore earpestly, but respeetfully suggest the necessity
of bringing the inadequacy of the Library Fund under the consideration of Government,

7. The addition of a few I.'il."lll'll.il-l".'ﬁllii'l!- or foundations, to enable VOung men of talent to prose-
eute their studies for a few years at ilie University seat, would be a most material improve-
menl. At present, voung men of this deseription must generally betake themselves, on leavi
{‘ollpgr, tin the most nlomnn‘rﬂr:,; teaching. These Fur'th'-'lursllipf- 1:111;]“ 1o be attainable mlly ll!."
open competition, and for high attainments. Those by whom they were Dbl might b oliliged
to give proofs of continued diligence and improvement, and, remaining under the superintend-
ence of the Principal and Professors, might be made available for assisting the junior students
in their studies, and inzpecting their conduct.  The number of pupils whom each could take
might be limited, and the fees fixed at a moderate amount.— [ Adjourned.]
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[ The Evidence having been sent to the Witness for vevbal eorvection, he made the following
Statements explanatory th ereaf.]

I beg leave to state that the suggestion, relative to the patronage of University Offices, is
offered with very grent diffidence, as fum l'uli}' aware of the diffienlues :Lllﬂmling this question,
I would p se the adoption of the plan 1 have sketched out, anly on the supposition that the
Uniﬂ.-rsit;gurl were go constituted as to allord complete security for the judicions amd im-
partial discharge of its important duties. . ) ;

I coneeive it to be necessary to go a little more into detail than [ have done in answering
the third question, which relates to the Professorship of Natural Philosophy. It appears to
me that if Natural Philosophy were taught at Marischal College only, the students attending
that Class would naturally prefer a residence in New Aberdeen, and would, therefore, find it
more convenient to attend the Seeond Mathematical Clasz at Marizehal College, than 1o
repair |Inil:|r to King’s College, But, with such a prospeet, it wonld Le more advantageous for
them to commence their Mathematical studies under the Professor who was likely 10 con-
clude the conrse, than under one whom they were 1o leave next session,  Bursars would, of
course, be obliged to conform to the rules of theiv College, but other students would be
induced, T think, to give a preference to the College possessing the Chair of Natural
Philosophy. They would find there an unbroken Curriculum for three years. Many young
men leave Collese afler studying for three sessions.  Thus the possession of two Classes of
Intellectual Philosophy would not balance the loss of that of Natural [’!ﬁhrﬂl]iﬂl}'.

In my answer to Question G, I meaut chiclly 1o show that, while [ considered it entirely
incompatible with the preservation of two Colleges of Arts to remove thie Class of Nataral
Philosophy from King's College, it was indispensable that such a Class should be taught in
Marizehial College,

It. J. Brows.

Aberdecn, a?rfinrrfay. 2lst Oetpber 1537

Lord CUNINGHAME in the Chair.
The Rev. Dr. Adlexander Black, Professor of Divinity, called in and examined.

You concurred in the Return made by the Professors of Marischal College, as a body, to
the requisition of the Commizsioners in May last ?—=Yes,

Will you faveur us with an answer to the printed Queries in their order, which were sent
to the fessors by onder of the Commissioners '—The first Query does not apply to me, as
[ waz not a member of the College at the time of the examination referred to.

Are you nrn?pininn that an entive union of the twoe Colleges inte one corporation is expedicnt
or practicable? Or do you think that the wnion of the Colleges into one University, for the
purpeses of regulating the discipline and conrse of education 1n the united Colleges, keeping
Lheir respective patrimonial rights separate, is the preferable course T—Ou the question ol @
union, I would first state briefly the views by which T should be digposed to vegard a union 10
a certain extent as desivable. Those who are engaged in the same pursuit find it advantageons
to meet together oceasionally for mutual eonfercnce on the subjeet of their sindies, and thus
the seientific mmlings that arve held from time to time are found to be attended with beneficial
results,  On this grownd it appears to me that these who are occupied in teaching the same
department of l-mm'rllz-l:lge would derive muteal advantage from an oreasional communication
with one another.  In regard to the Faculty of Diviety, for example, it would be advin-
tageons for the 'ﬂ1m1¢gi{‘u1 Professors in the different Universities 1o have oecasional
apportunitics of mecting together, as in this way the state of Theological edueation in the
several [niversities woulil become mutually known: and hints might be derived by one
University from the practice found beneficia) in anothor.  With meapect to the '|:-:u'15::1||:||" 21jk=
ject of the above i11qnir3.'. I do not think that an entire union of the two Collesges inta one
corporation is expedient or practicable.  If a union in any degree benefieial can be effeeted.
I believe it will be found o be practicable amid wseful only for the purrose al r:-gu]:ﬂ ing the
disrip'lilw and courze of sdueation in the united Colleos, p

:l. iF }'IHJI’ l:l‘i'li-l'lifl" i'!'- .'h'.l'lu't"l:'edl.' I @ l|'|!|:,||n 11||r!|;'1‘ nui.‘ n‘;:“].:l.:lil_hﬂ - 1:1- =0 ﬂt:llllll HES l':l.:]'lli];.‘p 1]1--
grounds of your objeetions 2—The objection 10 a wnlon of a eloser deseription arises Grom 1he
apparent nnpracticability of adjusiing so many conflicting interesis, aml the questionalble
nature of the advantages to be expected from making the attempt.

A IF you think a union practicable and advis ble, weuld von stale veur views a2 (o the
aextent and nature of the arranoements which should be made in (hat'eaze? In ;u;u-ﬁq—u]:r_-
whether the wnion should be of the {:ﬂ”"gi‘ﬁ o one corporation, or rr||[I1,' of the Colleoes into
omne '[T'I!Iif'l‘l'i'lf}' F—In stating my views, as to the extent and nature of the arcangements (o be
made in sueli a ease, 1 wonlid b leave to confine myvscll ta the department af the Theolosiend
Faculty. Tn this department a virtual wnion has lone existed between the Universities, amd
that union Tlli-',-!'“ I'ilﬂﬂ:.' bsr mmile more effective lor the e wliom al I!'".'|-.'-e:||.:l.'-;,;I-u:';]| aiieedy by o
well defined distribution of the different branches of Theology amone the =everal T :
and by thus providing an appropriate place for the i1:1|lll]'|LILrl'. braneh of Biblical Crii
O this subjeet T woulid avail mysell of o passage oF two in the Repors of the former Commis-
sion _U"i' of the greatest improvements to Be intradueed inta the Thenlozical Course would
be to givea J"“""HFF“MLHI“II EJ]:“'T\ ta the ‘\-ll.l.l!il‘["! ol Bildieal Critieten os recommended i thia
H“i'"”r anid whieh is as follows :—< The srcoil 4|;.'|"-'| ot is one of erest COTEEQUTICE, bt
to which Iitle attention has been '[‘!luil,l in the Septeh Un 1-'1"L'-i'i-"', with the exeepion of Kine's

1
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College, while the two Dr. Gerards were Professors of Divinity,—the depariment 6f Biblical
Criticism.  As the discussions connected with this subject are eminently adapted to facilitate
the interpretation of Seripture, and thus to prepare effectually for the faithful discharge of the

astoral office, it should be assigned to a separate Professor, viz., the Professor of Divinity in
Marischal College, Should this arrangement be adopted, it would naturally fall te him to hear
that part of the discourses of the students immediately connected with the eritical import of
difficult passages of Seripture, or what are termed erercise and addition, beeause he would
3|’i’]}' to these the prim‘i les which he had laid down and illustrated.” I most heartily concur
in the statement given there in reference to the improvement which it would be desirable to
introduce into the department of Theology, with the exception of the proposal of allotting only
one session to the teaching of Biblical Criticism, for this iz a subject of so great importance
and extent, as to reguire at least two sessions for a mlisfaulﬂr}r elucidation of s principles and
details.  Fach Professor, Mnurdillg to the R‘t‘:'l'll}m.l pll.m rerommentded i the Rn];mt reforred
to, should have his own department of systematic Theol ugi’_n of Oriental Languages, of Biblieal
Criticism, and of Ecelesiastical History ; amd should teach two classes every day for an hour
each time. In regard to the ovder of succession in which the teaching of the several branches
should be arranged, it is evident that, before a #student can enter with advantaze on the study
of Biblical Criticism, he must Twriml!ﬂ_}' have acquired an aceurate knowledge of Hebrew
under the Professor of Oriental Languages. Our session here, however, is too short to be
effective, and there is no distribution of the different departments of Theological study, accord-
ing to the respective progress of the studentz ; those of the first, second, third, and fourth
sessions are all promiscuously attending the same course of lectures. By assigning one
department 1o each Professor, it would be very easy to adapt the instructions to the pr:lgrm
of the students,  While on this subjeet a sugpestion might be made in regard to the advan-
tage of having a prevision for a conrse of Lectures on Hebrew Antiquities, an importdnt
subject, requiring extensive research, and obviously adapted to throw much light on many
passages of the Hebrew Seriptures that nmst remain obscure, when the custom referred to is
utknown. A seneral view of the more important parts of Jewish or Rabbinical Literature
might he included as subservient to the elucidation of the Hebrew Seripturcs, and especially
of 1he P‘rﬂpl:lﬂ'iﬁ relating 1o the Messak.

You have now stated Lo us your views as to many arrangements which should be made on
the Stuily of Theology in the two Colleges ; and it also appears that the Colleges are at present
pm::rir‘ul!}' united in the 'l'lmulu;{ic‘al Huimﬂlnun‘t, will youl have the gondness to state either
now, or tranamit to the Commissioners your views alb Iunglll s o any ilhprm’-;mum which
think ought to be advantageously made in the Course of Theological Study ’—It will give
me mueh pleasure to transmit such information ag [ ean on this subjeet.

You have made various valuable suggestions for improving the Course of Theological
f:'uul:r, baeat wonld not such i.l'll;]‘]'l'.l'\'t"!IIL'!Ill'.G have the effect of ilmmﬂﬁiilg the expense nrmﬁ: -
fron 1o the ponrer classes of the commumity in the North; and are Vo ol npininn that tha
ml',.';unmge ta be derived from o more r.nmplme edueation counterbalances any climdl.‘anlagﬁ
arising from any additional eRpense, which might thus be impesed on the students P—I cor-
tainly do feel an carnest desire that Theological Edueation should be as little expensive as
possible, and that our Divimity Halls should be com 1]1-It'l.l1r' open to all who are desirous of
availing themselves of the opportunity of TJl{*u]ngicn Fdueation; but the great uhjectuj'
training those who are to be the roli;__-lmu instructors of the people, in as cffective a manner as
possible for the profitable discharge of the duties of the ministerial office, iz of 20 parameunt
importance, as greatly to counterbalance any partial inconvenience that may be found te
result from l'ﬂ.'llﬁi:—'uhillg a higher standard IZJI-TIII.‘I'.IlﬂgiEEJ.l Edueation.

Is it your opinion that any improvement in the svstem of Theological Edueation ean ba
devised without impm'-inf a certain additional expense on candidates for the ministry ; and
have you any reason o know whether this would be |;|"|u!g-_l|:l by those clazses of the come-
munity most interested in the advancement and improvement of Religiouz Education ¥—Some
additional expense would inevitably be incurred by the propesed improvement, at any rate
by increasing the length of the Session, and by the purchase of those books which every ong
engaged in the critica study of the original Seriptures would find it necessary to possess; but

the advantages to the eause of religion, and the spiritual good of the people at large would -

more than counterbalance any objections that might be urged on the mere ground of inerease
of expense, as far as that increase shall be obviously required for the advancement and
improvement of Religious Education.

5. If you think that the Colleges may be united into ene Tniversity, would yen recommend
e patronage of the Professors in the 1'433]1{-c151.'¢ Cﬂ]ie—g‘es o renin ag ot present, or to be
vested in the Crown, or otherwizse settled, adequate compensation being made to the existing
Professors for the loss thereol' during their lives? Do any specifie objections occur to you as
to the latter plan !—As far as I have been able to consider the matter, [ certainly should
coneeive that to have the patronage resling with the Professors is liable te objeetions.  And,
although no plan of lodging the patronage could Le devised that would be altogether un-
objectionable, yet, on the whole, it might be found that to vest it in the Crown would in
practice be less liable to objections than any other: ulthmlgh_ i T.henr':,', e -ch-clmiilg of Pro-
fessors I".'f' copparative trial might appear to be the hest modea.

Have Yo any addilional ﬁllgg'uuuum to make to the Commissioners in regard (o Marischal
College 7—There can be no difference of opinion with regard to the importance of joining
instruetion in religion with the zeneral business of aeademical study.  Such a practice must
be found highly advaniageous for the promotion of the great purpose of University Education.
The spirit of true religion is congenal 1o every Imul.'lf!l{' operation of the human mind ; it
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tends to ennoble the nature of man, and it associates itself in the most harmonious manner
with every department of learning and science.

There are two ways in connexion with the proeess of academical instruetion in which, by
the blessing of God, the salutary impressions of religion may be produced on the minds of
youth. The first 1s when the teachers of the different branehes of literature awml science
embrace ever upp-uﬂuni.ty afforded bjr the subjects which thr::,' teach, to [loint out the refer-
enees which these bear to r-e:l'iginn, and to make them conducive 1o engage il :,'ml.lh]'ui heart
to the love and serviee of Gad. Numberless opportunities for this purpose oceur in the study
of the remains of classical antiguity, in which so many and 30 varions indieations are found
that evinee the neeessity of a Divine vevelation for bringing man to the attainment of virtue and
happiness, and in which the scattered fragments of truth proclaim the source whence they
originated ; and in the survey of the arrangements that bave been established by the Creator
in the material, the intelloctual, and the morl world, every step lurnizhes abundant proof of
the existenge and perfections of the Great First Cause.  The study of seience conducted under
the continual superintendence of religion is invested with a moral interest which it could
derive from no other quarier,

Another way is to have a provision expressly for the purpose of imparting religious instrue-
tion to the minds of academieal youth.  Sueh a provision would afford an opportunity of
entering more directly and [ully into the subjeet. The course of instruetion might be =o
arranged as to embrace a general yet satisfhetory view of the evidenees of Christianity, which
would give ample occupation of the most refined and invigorating nature as an exercise of the
reasoning powers,  The importance of this subject to those who are engnged in academical
studies will be the more apparent (rom the circumstance that numeroas ui;juﬂimw- Lo revealed
religion have been adduced by infidels from the rescarches of terature and seience, which to
the young and wninstructed mind may at first present o formidalle appearance, but which
have been triumphantly refuted by arguments derived from more accurate and extended
investigations in the quarters that have frnished the oljections,

It must, tlleml’nre,qhn in the highest degree conducive to the promotion of the most import-
ant inferests of man, that the minds of the young be fortified against the dangers to which
their inexperience exposes them, by the evidenee that establishes the truth and Divine origin
of Christianity ; and as the defence of the Christian faith derives its importance from the ines-
timable value of that fith itself, it cannot but be appropriate 1o the object proposed, that a
view be pl‘clﬂml:ﬁ of those lf:.'u:lihg prillnillh-ﬂ of .-hri..-lriimil],' in which all are agreed who
reverence ithe Bible as the Word of God, and who derive their views of revelation [rom
the only infallible record of Divine Teuth.

{T.hﬂ Witness aﬂcmar:h oupe in Iﬁfljb@'."au'fug P:epr.'r frgrruc.rbf:,r fo the request af the Coug=

HEEEIORErS. )

From the nature and design of the Christian ministry it imust be evident that teo high an
estimate cannot be formed of the importance of securing, as elfectually as possible, the ade-
quate preparation of those who are to be engaged in that office.  They have to unfold to the
prople, among whom their pastoral cave is exercised, the whole counsel of God us it has been
communicated in the revelation of his will. Their own minds must, therefore, be well
instructed in that knowledge which they have to impart 1o others ; and, in expounding the
Scriptures, they are to deliver nothing as the mind of the Spirit of God which they have
niot PI"I!'l'i.DI-ISlj’ aseertained, by an uppljr.uliun ol the means of sound ihlurprﬂnliﬂn. to be the
exact sense of the passazes :‘lu.t:msni\':-l}' selecten] for exposition.  The great business then of
a Student of Divinity must be the study of the Scriptures ; but in reference to the ebject that
he has in view it must be obvious that translations alone will be altogether insuflicient to qua-
lify him for performing the duties of the office 1o which he is looking ferward. These are
useful suxiliaries in the stedy of the original Seriptures, but they can never supersede the
originals themselves, with which he ought to be habitually conversant ; and as an adequate
knowledge of the languages in which the Seriptures were originally written ean be obtained
only by a diligent and long continued application of the resources of Scriptural criticism, it is
evident that an effectual provision must be made for ensuring the attainment of so indispensable
an acquizition.

The laws of our church accordingly require that a eertain number of sessions shall be
devoted to thestudies included in a course of Theology by those who are to be admitted to the
office of preaching the Gospel of Christ ; but it is obvious that not ouly the number, but also the
length of the Divinity Sessions enght to be such as to afford sufficient time for the illustration
of the topies of t||.l.'4'.ilu;_';i1:u.l instruction, to which the attention of the students should be
directed, i the course of their preparation for the work of the ministry. The Divinity Session
i Aberdeen is shorter than in any of the other Universities of Seotland, and inadequate for the
purpose of efficient theological study.,  To extend it must therefore be one of the first steps to
the attainment of any improvement which it wonld be desirable to introduce into theelogical
education in this place.

But there is another object of still greater importance than that of merely adding to the
length of the session.  No provision exists at present for arranging the students into classes;
ang the inconvenience will at onee be apparent that must vesult from the want of such pro-
vision, while those who have just entered on their theologieal studies meel promiscuously with
those who are :lltumjing for the last session of their eourse, and while to all the students, ak
!IlﬂiT‘ ‘IiF_F'!ﬂ‘-“t- stages of progress, the same leclures and instructions are addrvessed.  This
meonvenience must be particularly felt in the Hebrew division of the subject of Biblical Cri-
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ticism, in the study of which it is nlwiml.ntir impossible for any one to -!uﬁng‘. with understand-
ing and advantage who has not previously acquired a knowledge of the language in which
those books are written, which it 15 the |:|rm'ilmt' of Hebrew cnticism to elucidate. And
although the inconvenience may not at first appear to be so great in the case of the critical
illustration of the writings of the New Testament, yet as the Greek phraseology of these
writings is mouldad by the genius of the Hebrew language, anid as there are so many refer-
ences throughout the New Teslamenl to a variety of passages in the 1lebrew Seriptures
which must be adduced for the elucidation of the places in whieh the references occur, it is
plain that by one whe is unacquainted with Hebrew the eritical study, even of the Greek
Testament, cannot be engazed in with sufficient advantage,

There is no other way of effectually remedying the above inconvenience but by adopting
the principle of the division of labour; by assigning to each Professor of the Theological
|"'r|1'II|1:r' one of the th'p::rllllt'lll:.-:. inife which the seienee uf’l'hmlﬂg}' rlu.!.urullf divides isell, and
].l'_l,-' nmking such an arrangement of these in lminl: af mglll:tr sUeeassion a8 not |:I1'I|_\" o giw_l,- an
u|}|_m'r!u1:it:.' for the exact classilication of the students, but alse to Geilitate their progress IJz,r
rendering the studies of every session directly preparatory o these of the next.

Many advantages would result from such an arrangement combined with the necessary
cxtension of the lullgr.h of the session. It woull then be l'htl:iciihll!' to antroduce the uselul
practice of oral examination which at present 15 |:rg!1.'d.rntr.ld Ih}r want of time aml of classificalion,
In the department of Biblieal Criticism a variely of exercizes might be intvodueed, in addition
to the critical disecourses at present required by the laws of the Church, which might give
pruﬁluhlr oceupation to the students, and be made {0 inelude, in the course of attendance on
ihis branch of tlmnlngir.ul 5I.u{|:,.', a review of those passages in the Old and New Testament
that have been the subjects "ol particular diseussion and controversy, or that contribube most
to elucidate by examples the leading canons of erilicism and interpretation, or that present
the clearest and most comprehensive views of the principles and doctrines of Divine revelation.
Such passages might, from time to time, be proposed to the students for private investigation
with the assistanee of the eritical works to which thiey HLY hava aecess, amd they mi_g 1t b
appointed in rofation to state the resnlt of their researches either orally or in writing ; when,
alter giving an opportunily to the rest of the studeniz to add any supplementary remarks that
may have oceurred to them, or te correet what may have am!mnrc-d erroneous ; the Professor
could sum up the whole, and state what he regards to be the most accurate criticism and
i||r1'-|'|l1|r|;~1:a1im1 af thie p:t.«_‘::m-'am-in qaih‘tima, ]'miuli:lg ont m CYEry Case s llr:attitnl reference 1o
the promotion of the great end for which 2 revelation from Ieaven bas been bestowed
upon us.

[nn connexion with this subjeet, the advantage will be obvious that might be derived by the
sludentz of the Hebrew Scripl::rc‘j from a juilicions selection of the more impﬂﬂnnt paris of
Jewizh literature.  “Uhe materials that exist for this purpose are iLl]'I:IlI.I'J.ilIl‘ll:." ample, and &
wmore exfended course of theological instriction would afford an opportunity of making them
available. The subjeet of Hebrew Antiguitics has been investigated with great labour and
rescarch by many w‘rm have wrilten professedly upon it, and important ineidental illustrations
are to be faund ina 1.':1L'ic:I:,' of 1r|'i1§4:41} “'lilingﬁ. fu the Chaldee Pumpllra:ies_, the Rabbinical
Commentarics, and other productions of learned Jews, the Hebrew text of the Old Testament
is copiously illustrated and dizenzsed ; and it is peculiarly interesting to aseertain the views
regarding their own Scriptures, and particularly the Propliecies relating to the Messials, that
were enteriained by the Jews themselves at different peviods of their history. A knowledge of
1l n]r'uﬁum fortms an int'lmrlmﬂ element of proof in that pari of ihe evidenee of (..'hriu.!'mnil,}'
that s Purmished h:,- the l}ml-‘.mciﬁ in {leﬁtinn; and it 15 obvious that no attempt to convert
the Jews 1o the Christian fith can promise much sucecss that does not P-mﬂ.!.,-d on o reference
to the writinzs, which are regarded by them as of established authority.

Suel is the extent of 'I'IwnTugi:-aI Study that there is searcely any subjeet of human inguiry
ihat iy not be made conducive to the prﬂllll:t'll:m of iis object ; and those who are profession-
ui'l:r' r-uig.'lgy-tl n :il.lli.L:."il:l: the records of Divine Troth will Le ]imlll.p!a::l by a sense of the
FUpreIe im!:;}ﬂmu—r of that $Im!y to availl themselves of every accessible resource within the
widle mnge of litzrsture and scienee that ean enablo e more fully to understand the diver-
sifisl subjeets that the Bible eontains, which lhas been happily characterized by a recent
emtinent eommuntator as the most learned book in the universe.  The academical preparation
for e continued and suecessinl prosceution of 1his :sh::ly through lifie uughl uln'iuusl}' to bLear
SONTEe |'||.‘-e*:|x;||'|iu-n to its extent and importance, aml should be limited i respeet of time and
arrangement, only by what may be found to be practicable, with a reference to the condition
amd eircumstanees of the country.

Dr. Jumes Daeideen, Professor of Natural and Civil History, called in and examined.

You coneurred in the Report that was made by the Professors of Marischal College in May
last ?—1[ dudl.

ave you any additional mlgg:-ﬁlim]q ta offer to the Commissioners Lesides those contained
in the Réturn to the Commissioners?—1 have very few to offer. 5

Conlil you state any Puini o which vau would wish to make an M'I:htmll'l to the Rn]mrl:?,.-
There is one question which I do not think answered in the Report, that is, in regard to the
patronage. My opinion en this point is extremely simple, viz, that it should not be with the
Colleges.

Whiere do you think it should bLe vested #—1 think in the anwn, :

Should there be any limitation either as to the mode of time or otherwise *—It would be
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alvisable that, as soon as a vacaney oceurred, it should be publicly notified in some mode or
other, and that the Senatus might have it in their power to recommenc.

Would it be convenient that a certain interval should pass before it was competent for the
Crown to fill up the vacaney ?=—"There is a little difficulty there, unless the University has a
power of supplying the vacaney for the time being. [ that could be readily done, I think
some time should elapse, so that thiugﬁ should not be done in o hurry.

You were examined by the former Commiszion '—Yes,

You then gave full information as 1o the nature of the class you teach, and your mode of
teaching ! —Yes.

Has any eircumstance occurred sinee your former examination relative to your own class
that you think of i.mllm'lnlmu to communicate '—No, nu{hing thiat 1 think of imporiance, I
llmugln that, in the report gi\'nn, a feecdom was taken with my evidlenee. I do not think the
report was correet,

Will you have the goosdness to state whether any alterations could be beneficially intro-
duced into the elass which vou teach, ﬁuppming new arrangements fo be made in Marischal
Cul]-:-g-;-, either 5spum1t913- oF as part of & new wiitecd Ull'l'l.'i.'r-;i.jl:.' f—Aly opmion is, thet a Pro-
fessor of Watural History, or what I would call Elementary Physics, has sufficient oceupation
i teaching those branches eonnected with it, without any part of his time being devoted to
Civil History.

Haye you any additional 5uggu.-‘.1iu:15 to muhe to the Commission in r-r-g:m] to Marischal
College '—None.

Dr. George Gordon Maelean, Professor of Oriental Languages, called in and examined.

Were you examined before the former Commission 7—Nao.

Will vou be 20 good as favour the Commissioners with answers 1o the queries they sont to
'},'mu ?—1 have noted down what I consider ehielly necessary to state ; and I request you will
tave the guudnc-.ss te hear my statement renl.

[Tﬁ{! slafement was fhen read, and g.«'r'm i, and 5 a5 ﬁﬂmr.«-.]

;'ltllll:’r"lng to my protest formerly given in against a union either of the f‘n]logﬁ; or [niver=
sities, under any resclifiend bon 'I.'I'IJILIIt"!'I.l"E_, I do not think mysell called upon to take notice of
any of the * Heads of Tnterrogation™ issued by the Aberdecn Universities” Commission exeept
the third. In reference to it 1 reply :

The present system answers well ; why cliange it A system theoretically more full and
more perfect miéht be less suited io the cireumsianees of the couniry. L"niiing ihe (_'ullp:_:;-x.
would render some of the elasses inconveniently large, unless lengthening the Session olwiated
this inconvenienee by the grealer evil of l:li.lllil'li;il'il'lg the number of students. T need not sy
how injurious this would preve to the country in various ways, nor seek to estimate how wueh
merit and genius would thereby be :-c-nﬁiém'd to hopeless obseurity. 1 shall not have 1o
reproach mysell with having consented 1o any changes that might throw obstacles in the way
of the poor. 1 am convineed that a young man, who makes proper use of the opportunities
at present afforded by an Aberdeen University, may very well go on aftervards alone, and
prove a most valuable member of society.  OF all the poorer students that pass through our
Aberdeen Universities, there are very few, 1 imagine, provided their conduct be goml, whose
worldly condition is not ultimately better than it would otherwise have been, whilst the public
are incalculably henefited by their services,  That every subject should be formally tanght in
a College I do not think necessary. Advantageous it might be 1o these whose time and
money allowed them to attend; but if a good foundation be laid, and the love of knowledge
communicated, the great point is gained.  The completion of & man's education must always
depend on himsell. ’

With regard to a union of the Universities, [ think that more evil than good would result
from it.  In a Senatus composed of the Professors of two Colleges, between whom a certain
degree of rivalry must necessarily exist, mnch unanimity amd harmony could searcely he
caleulated on.

'B-Il.l though epposed to essential change, 1 am by no means opposed to improvement.
Under the present system various improvements have been introduced, and much mny yet e
accomplished without the neeessity of legislative interlerence,

(Signed) G. G. M‘Leax,
Professor of Orental Li.mguugw, Marischal College.

How long have you been Professor of Oriental Languages?—I have taught two Sessions
and a-half. I became Professor in 1835,

Dr. John Cruickshank, Professor of Mathematics, called in and examined.

Did you eoncur in the Return by Marischal College to the Commissioners last May i—I
did in all respeets as to facts ; in two or three trifling matters 1 differed a little as o opinions.
Are there any points on which you either differed from the opinions expressed in the
:ﬂﬂm"l- or upon which Yyou would e t'|.ir|:|mw] to favour the Commission with more full
information ?_.I am ane of those who {:nﬁml#' disapprove of the exception to the rule, aboul
entrance examinations, as applied to the first Greek Class, namely, the exception which would
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permit the examination to be deferred till afier Christimaz. 1 also think thai, before admis-
sion to the first Greek Class, the rea.ding ol a litile easy Greek should be requ'irven:l, i gaddition
to o knowledgoe of the grammar ; and 1 think that = complete Medieal School should be
formed at once by the endowment of Professorships, and that none of the branches shoulid
continue to be taught by Leeturers,

Would ¥ 1:?-'.|'r|uin o the Commissioners more lmrliﬂ:hlrly vour ohjections to the establizh-
ment of Lecturers 1 tlank that Lecturers are ofien not 5uﬂ'ﬂ:it~||l|_',' respected by the students,
beeause they are not membera of the Senatus, and have not the same influcnee in the Univer-
gity as Professors have ; and the students sometimes question their authority to maintain the
necessary dizeipline. T may add, that the Leelurers cannot be supposed to take such an
interest i the prosperity of 1?]1: University as il they were members of it.

Would you be so gocd as turn to the printed Queries eirculated, and favour us with your
answers to them ?

I. Have you considered the question as to the union of the Colleges since your examination
before the former Commission, and have you seen any reason in any respeet to alter or modify
any opinion which you may have then expressed 7—1 have eonsidered the subject of a union
of the Colleges since my examination before the former Commission; and while I still think
that & union of the Colleges would be very projudicial, 1 consider a union of the two Univer-
sities Lo be desirable wnder proper regulations ; but I am impressed more deeply, perbaps,
than 1 was then with the necessity of eantion in efleeling such a union, owing 1o the danger of
rash innovations and the diversity of opinion on the subject among well-informed persons.

2, Are you of opinien that an entire union of the two Colleges inta one {.‘ol'|[mm1i-m is
expedient or practicable ; or do you think that the union of the Colleges into one University,
for the purpases of regulating the diseipline and course of education m the united Colleges,
keeping their respective patrimonial vights separate, is the preferable course 7—An entire
union of the Colleges into one Corporation is, ne doulit, in one sense practicable ; bt [ regard
it as highly inexpodient, and of mischievous tendency, because it would make the classes in
the Faculty of Arts too large, and thereby render the daily examinations, which are the best
I:;rl of teaching, far less effective. I found thisz opinion on long experience in teaching classes

th large and small; amd, exeept in the departments strictly professional, 1 hold a class of
from G0 1o 70 to be the largest I}LGl it is expedient Lo commit lothe charge of one Professor.
I thercfore think that a vnion of the two Universities inter one University should alone take
place ; and this for the purpose of regulating the discipline and course of education, and the
mode of 1:n||t'|.1.rri1:|g honours, leaving the patrimonial rights of the two institutions as far
separite as possilile.

3. Il your opinien iz adverse to a union, under any regulations, be so good as explain the
grounds of your objection 2—My opinion, as already stated, is not adverse to a union, under
any regulations.

4. If you think a union practicable and advisable, would you state your views as to the
extent and mature of the armngements which should be made in that case ; in ticular,
whether the union shoulid be of the Colleges into one Corporation, or only of the Colleges into
one University *—1T think the union sheuld be that of the two Universitics into one Ulllw.'.niilf,
and not of the Colleges into one Corporation ; that there should be two complete faculties of
Arts, ome of Divinity, one of Law, and one of Medicine; that the management of property
and endowments should be left, as far as possible, in the same hands as at present 3 and that
all regulations, as to discipline and course of study, should be common 1o the two Colleges
alier the union,

5. If you think that the Colleges may be united into one University, would you recommend
the patronage of the Professors in the respective Colleges to continue as at present, or 1o be
vested in the Crown, or otherwize settled, adequate compensation being made to the existing
Professors for the loss thereof during their lives? Do any specific objections eccur lo you a3
to the latter plan?—1 think the question of patronaze one of great difficulty, and eannot say
that my Inimll is fully made up regarding it. I patronages be taken from the Celleges and
vested in the Crown, there ought to be a compensation given, not to the Professors, but to the
funds for public parpeses.  An objection to the vesting of patronages in the Crown is, that
they may be used for political purposes,  Upon the whole, it would perhaps be best to leave
them in the same hands as at present, appointing new officez, endowed by Government, to be
filledd wp by the Crown from a lect of candidates made out by the University Court, and
approved of by the Senatus.

6. Assuming that the Colleges should be united into one University, e pleased to specify
what elasses you woulild recommend to be taught in each ; in Pﬁrliru]ar, 1ifl your opinion & that
there should be double clairs for Latin, Greek, and Mathematics ; do you think that there
are students at present frequenting both Colleges to make it expedient 1o have double chairs
in any of the other branches 7—In ease of a union into one University, 1 would recommend
classes for Latin, Greek, Natural History (including Elementary Chemistey), Mathematics,
Natural Philosophy, Rhetorie, and Moral Philosophy and Logie, to be tanght in each College.
The four classes of Systematic Theology, Oriental L:l.:laguug-:a. Biblical Criticism, and Church
History to be equally divided between the two Colleges, so that stwdents of the same year
ghould not attend at both.  The claszs of Civil Law (1f thou ght |Iu|:l'5*.-:ﬂ‘l1.2. andd the classes of
Seots Law and Conveyancing, also the classes of Anatomy, Surgery, Chemistry, Materia
Mediea, Theory of Medicine, Practice of Medicine, Midwifery, Medical Jurispradence, and
Botany, to be all tanght in Marischal College, because the situation of the offices where most
of the students of Law are apprentices, and of the infirmary, would make it very inconvenient
to have any of the Law or hL'd'H:ul classes in King’s College. I think that there should also
be lectures on the LEvidences of Christianity to the students in Arts in both Colleges, and
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examinations on these Evidences before admission to the degree of Master of Arts. 1 think
there should be double Chairs for all the departments in the faculty of Arts. Either College,
with an incomplete faculty of Arts, would be more thinly attended on that account. IF
Natural Philosophy is still to be taught in the third year, as I think it ought 1o be, there is as

reat !I]E\r['.EFEit:'I' for two Chairs in that branch as in any other. If there were a Professor of

vatural Philosophy in only one of the Colleges, the students of the second Mathematical class
in the ether wou dilm'e to attend classez in both, and to travel daily between the two. [ think
Moral Philosophy and Legic should be taught to the students of the fourth vear in each
Cul!-egc; and Rhetorie, for an hour a-l]u:,‘,, |]}" the same Pmﬁ.-ssur, to the students of the
third year,

7. Are Eﬂu of opinion that any Professorship at present established in either College can
either be abolished or itz income appropriated to a different branch of science or literature,
due provision and eompensation being made as to the existing interest of the present incum-
bent ; if so, be pleased to specify what elass or classes in either College vou would propose to
be altered 2—0ne of the Profeszorships of Oriental Languages should evidently be abolished.
One of the Professorships of Divinity should be converted into a Professorship of Biblical
Criticism, and the other limited to Systematic Theology. The Professorship of Medicine in
King's College should be made effective for the Theory of Medicine ; and the Professorship of
Civil Law should be abolished, unless it be thought expedient to teach the elass here, and
require the students of Law io attend it

. Assuming that Parliament would be disposed to grant a reasonable sum for the endow-
ment of such additional Professorships as might be necessary for improving and completing
the curriculum of education in the dilferent faculiies in the united University, what new Chairs
would you sugpgest as proper in that case !—A Professorship of Humanity should be endowed
in Marisehal %ullogp; and, in the united University, there should be endowed a Professorship
of Seots Law and Ennvﬂ};am:ing. o of Anatomy, one of Surgery, one of Materia Medica,
one of Midwifery, one of Medieal Jurisprudence, and one of Botany, Additional endowments
are alzo necessary for the present Professors, cspecially for such of them as are prevented
by the duties of their oflices from adiling to their incomes the emoluments of any other
profession.

0. Assuming that the Colleges may possibly be umited, either by Parliament or by the
congent of the Colleges, at a future pericd, does any alteration occur to you as expedient, on
the plan of the University Conrt recommended by the former Commissioners ’—If a union
of the Colleges take place into one University, on the plan which T bave recommended, T think
there should be added to the University Court reconymended by the former Commissioners
another member, to be chosen by the Senatus, whe might be called the Dean of the University,
and who might excreize such duties as have been specificd in our Returns,  In eonclusion,
I would beg leave to call the sttention of the Commissioners to the Act of Parlioment 6 & 7
Will. IV, el 110, which repealed the Copyright Aet as far as regands the Universities of
Scotland, and granted as a compenzation only Ue average annual value of the books which
they had actually reeeived during the three yeurs immediately preceding.  To those Univer-
sities whose poverty prevented them from enforcing the dq*li'l.'-.':l'_\' of the books to which they
were le ail:.r enttled, this Act perpeiuates the injustice which they suffered, and onght there-
fore ta e re p{"lill.':l_ ,-'!.H l:lll]:.' e ::-:tilnz,' ol 1::ll:1t !JuuL Wwis :llln'ﬂulqi (I} _-J|I.|,||,':|"1|.|:'1-" III||' liu- lormer
Act, one-hall of the compenzation-money ought, in fairness, to be placed at the dizpozal of
Marischal College, stherwise this College will lose part of its right by having no control over
the expenditure of the money.

Hive you any additional ;ugguﬂiunu. 1o make o the Commizsioners, in n\g.'ml ta Mariselal
College 7—Whether a union of the two Universities take place or not, a Professorship of
Humanity ought to be instituted, without delay, in Marischal College; and, it the olstacles
1o a union be found insurmountable, a t’!lll‘l'll]ll'ff‘ Medieal School oughi to be formed in this
E-u"ugi' I.I}' the institution of I‘m‘l'c-ﬁult-illip:a. The wants of the North of Seotland 1'L-:|'||i|.‘ﬂ-
this; and local circomstances, which I have already referred 1o, oppose the cstablishment of
Medieal Classes in Ol Aberdesn,

It having been suggested, as matter of consideration, whether Mathematies might not be
taugl:'r with advantage to students of the first vear, with a view o prepare them better for the
stnly of Natural I"hilnﬁnph.f i the third Fl'“}' 1 I:eg to slale, 8% my :u-'n'ninu, that thiz eoeuld
not be done with advantage in the present cireumstanees of the :mnnlf_\'_ Such an arrangement
would be unfavourable both to classical Jearning and to Mathematies : to the former, by with-
drawing too much of the student’s attention from it at so early a peried ; to the latter, by
fﬂﬂtim; wm forward to o task to which, in nEnY cases, his menial powers would be unequal.
If students enier the first Mathematical class at the In-.;:_{inning of their second year, with o
F'l.lml::ill."llf i-i.lln'l'rll‘ilg‘d!' of ."qri”'““d‘ﬁl:'. :|!|l|!| i Ivi,“i;l'ﬁ']l,'il:l:l_', {lﬂ'hilﬂi] Il'l-il}‘ I_lr m,-.:plh‘-_-d 1_||1|';||g |]:||_r
vacation) of two Books of BEuelid, and Algelra as far as Equations ; and, if the session be
extended to six months, they will be much betier prepared for the Natural Philosophy elass
than they have, in general, hitherto been.

The present system woulid be mueh improved I:-_q.' 1he addition of o few wtors wilh salaries,
These should, for limited fers, assist studentz in !m,-.l'u;lrinn_-: their tasks, Tlm_'.' shoulid D
amenable fo ihe I;J'Iﬁ'l.'lurl'eli'l"!.‘ ill||,1'|.rl|'i.!i1“1., illl'!l. thear oflfiees showld e the |'|_"\'|.';I.|.'I.I'\|. al merit alone.
The nature of their empoyment, and their Irm;_gt-r resulence at the seat of the [.-Ili't"-‘h‘h}':
waniled greatly eontribute 1o their own advancement in learning, and would tain them up for
IJL‘E“TU“'E respectable and usefunl teachers in gmhlic SETINAEIES,
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Dir. Jolin Macrobin, Assistant Professor of Medicine, called in and examined.

You concurred in the Return made I.'I-}" the Professors of Marischal {:'ol]egm_- to the Com-
mission in May last 7—Yes,

Have you any thing additional 1o suggest in reference to the points specified in the printed
Chieries cirenlated f—1 am more eonversant with the Medical department ; and'in r{-gnn] io
it T would suggest that something should be done to increase 1 Faculty. At present it
consists only of two Professors, the Professor of Medicine, and the Professor of Chemistry ; and
it would he vETy desirnlile to have several others added, so az to form a separate Fm:u_ﬁar anl
bady of Examinators for Degrees in Medicine,

: Eut would it not be proper to have such a course as to qualify for Surgeons’ Hall 7—

o5,

What new Medical Chairs would be rn-:'luimﬂ to enable the University of Aberdeen to afford
such o complete course of Medieal cdueation as wonlid qu:ilil':; aiudents for ﬁmgmug' Hall,
and for graduation 2—Ar prezent we can qualify for Surgeons’ Hall in London, and for gra-
duation in the Seottish Universitics by the lectureships. It would be desiralile nevertheless to
have the !mmrrshil]ﬁ. maidle |:ru}'|.=.la&n-rslli;ﬁ. We have, at present, the following lecturers : —
Ist. On Anatomy. 2nd. On Surgery.  Sed. On Maternia Medica,  4th. Gn Theory of
Medicine.  Sth. On Midwifery.  And we have Dr. Knight, the Professor of Natural Philo-
sophy, a8 a Lecturer on Botany.  There are also twe Clinieal Leeturers, one on Medicine
and auother on Sureery, under the superintendence of the managers of the infirmary.  These
courses of instruction are recognised by Marischal College; and I believe the University of
Edinburgh has agreed to receive their tickets, provided their course is of equal length with
the course vequired by that University. To qualify fully for the College of Surgeons of
Edinburgh, we would require to have a lecturer or Professor of Medical Jurisprodence in
aldition 1o these already mentioned. 1 may further suogest, in reaard to the Old Town Pro-
fessorship of Medicine, that it has never been rendered efficient. No elass has been taught by
the present mnenmbent il would, therefore, be desirable, that that class should now be ren-
dered efficient: or the endowment of that prnﬁess:rrﬂl:ip parfitioned, =0 as to endow other
wrofezsorshipa.

What is 1|lm endowment 2—IF T mistake not it is £200,

What is your opinion 25 to what wonld ke a sulficient endowment for these new Medical
Professorships #— My opinion is simply this, that Professors of Medicine are supposed to have
an ineome ot herwise, IJI:'illg ]m:tina.rmml. therefore a Eu-mpalmth‘cl}' amall endowment would
L aiflicient, =y E100.

You think that an endowment of £100, with the advantage arising firom practice, wonld
afford the prospeet of & suitalile income for a man of talents 2—1 do, provided the school soes
on i:lrn‘ilﬁillg as it has hitherto mereazed. We have upwm'ds of 100 medical students in
Aberdeen.

Have you any alditionzl suggestions to make 1o the Commizsioners in rt'gard fo Mariachal
Collpze?

" (The Witness made no other sugzestions.——.ddjgerned to King's College,)

KING'S COLLEGE.

Ol _Aberdeen, Saturday, 21st October 1537,
Lord CUNINGHAME in the Chair.
Mr. Jasres ﬂg-n:fﬁy, Professer of Oriental LallgungL‘s. called in and examined.

A cOpy of the !JI'IHIH'!’.:[ hieads of iulermgu[iuu was sent fo you T__Yes,

Have you considered the question as to the wnion of the Colleges since your examination
before the former Commission, and have vou seen any reaszon, in any fespeel, to alter or madify
any opinion which you may have there expressed —1 adhere to my former opinion, so far as
it went.

Will you be so goed as favour the Commissioners with answers 1o the printed Queries which
wers sent fo you !

(IFitnesr then read over Answers o the prinled Glueries, whick were given in, and ave as
Sollouies)

1. I submitted some opinions to the Lord Adveeate in December 1835, 10 which epiniens,

in general, 1 sl adhere, \ i

2, I amnot of opinion that a union of the two Colleges into one corporation, or one Univer-
sity, would Le expedient or benefieial. iyl

3. My opinion is adverse to a union. 1st. Becanse the founder of the more modern institu-
tion did not ehoose to eonnect it with the previously existing one.  2nd. Beecause changes so
oreat ought not to be made in institations that have so far answered their end; that are still
:u].:u’--'!r of doing so, and of reform. 3nd. Beeause the foundations or 1_1!"13"1'1!:& wl individuals
{especially such as have been estalilizhed ) ought not to be mterfored with farther lllli'lll to con-
form them to the laws of the country, and the rules and regulations of the founders, since greater

diversions of their olijects are contrary to the right of a free people to dispose of their property




UNIVERSITY COMMISSIONERS, SCOTLAND. G5

according to their own pleasure, and are caleulated to discourage persons disposed to make
bequests for the public good.

4, Seems to be answered before,

5. Though I do net think that the Colleges should be united, I think the patronage of the
professors might be medified in o way not lo infringe on the original constitution by letting
the Crown nominate first, and giving the Senatus a vels, or rice versd.  Asto “ compensa-
tion,” if all the offices were properly and permanently endowed, there would be no need of any
thing more,

ﬁ.g[ see not that any of the classes in the Facully of Arts can be suppressed.  But I think
one Professor of Oriental Languages for the two Colleges may suffice for all the students of
Divinity, as in the case of the Professorship of Church ?lislorj.r. And I think the Professors
of Divinity in the two Cul'leges, as they already divide the labiour, or ilays of meeting between
them, might adv;nlngmnﬁl}'dividﬂ the mlhjeclﬂ between them ; one lecturing on Biblical Lite-
rature or Criticism, and the other on Systematic Theelogy. In like manner [ think one school
of Law and one school of Medicine might suffiee for the two Colleges ; the Professers already
existing in the two Colleges taking different departments or subjects of lectures, and the addi-
tional professorships that may be requisite being equally divided between the two Col-

7. Havine gi'l.'nil an opinion in the Pl'l'.‘l'.'-t'dil'lg article, ihat as there iz bot one school of
Divinity in the two Colleges, the Oriental Professorships might be vnited, 1 may state in
reference to the seventh Query, that if that suggestion were adopted, the income of the two
Oriental Professerships might be appropriated to the one ; that le should be o member of the
Senatus of King's College : and that an arrangement, as suggested in the seventh head of
Inquiry, might be made immediately, or the change deferred till avacancy occur in one of the
Chairs, The patronage of the Oriental Profeszorship might be settled by the present patrons
presenting alternately.

8., Without supposing a union of the Colleges, there would seem to need three additional
Medical Professors besides those alrr.ar]!.r founded, there huing one 1 King'ﬂ. (."u"l.-gt amd two
{the Professor of Chemistry being one) in Marischal College, and therelore to incorporate
::‘i.:fllln as before suggested, one would be appointed to Marischal College, and two to King's

cge.

'EIIIEEJ‘LE to University officers besides or over the Senatus, it would secm sufficient to
require the existing anthorities to do their duty, which they might do by holding stated meet-
ings or courts for supervision. The University Courts formerly proposed wounld be a degrada-
tion of the Colleges.

Have you any additional suggestions te make te the Commissioners in regard to King's
College 7—(The witness made no suggestions, )

[ﬂnug.ﬁt.r and Suggestions, by Prafeszar B.E‘Hffq'jl‘, in regard bo remodelling the Colleges,
particulaily King's College, Aberdeen, referved to in his Eridence, and ordered o be
pronted along with it.)

The Colleges at Aberdeen have hitherto been most uselul in the country.  Compared with
some others, they may be thought to be on a rather limited scale, as they possess not so many
Professorships as some Colleges; but they are, in some material points, admirably adapted
to the P-u-rliun of the eountry the"l.r are most connected with, “Uhe whole of Seotland, mll:l]mrml
with England, may be ealled a poor country | but the north, where these ('u'lll‘gw are situnted,
is the poorest part of Seotland.  While the education obtained at Aberdeen has been such as
to prepare many 1o fill mest important offices and situations, at home and abroad, the expenze
of time aml funds has been on 2 scale that has enabled many, almost of the ooTest of the
inhahitants, 1o :u::quim ihose qnaliﬁrnﬁmm 'll-!,.' which Hw:,' have misen 1o eminenee, nsefulness,
and great respectability.  These institulions having been attended with such substantial
benefits to the nation, care should be taken, in framing changes in their constitutions, that
greater injury than benefit he not effected.

Those who have known, :i|]1i|11.:11£l]:r, the cirevmstances of the students at Aberdeen are well
aware that it has been with great diffieulty, with many delays, stroggles, and privations, and
in many cazes not without assigtanee from the teachers, that they have attained the olject of
their ambition—the degree of AM., or the completion of their academical course,  Indeed, it
is feared that instances have oceureed of ardent students, in a manner, saerificing their lives by
the privations 'm:pmunl on themszelves in the Imr:mil of learning. “T'o increase the 1-:~{|::-|Isl-s-s al
the students, h_l,,' adkilitional fees, h:,- h:ng[lmning the zezsion of College, or inany sther way,
waonld have the effeet 1o put it out of e power of a groal pmpnﬂinu ol the voung men of
thoze ranks of society that hiave hitherto enjoyed them ever to avail themzelves of the benefits
of the Colleges.,  Prolonging the session would operate in another way to diminizh the number
of students ; many of them are teachers in the country {either in ]'lii]"iﬁh sehools or in FGamilies),
and obilain leave Trom theip palrons or q'-mp'ln OEE, Ol ﬁn:liug aubititutes, 1o attend Colleeae in
winter. This indulgenee is frequently denied for the time at present required; but, were six
or seven months necessary, how fow would obtain the permission ; and, though they conld
obfain it, the income in general of such teachers (perhaps about £50 a-year) would be found
inadequate to pay a substitute and support the principal.  And whe, in this country, where
|l|-l€'l1}' is 50 much ]:riﬂ-:l aml rnjl;l:;u(l_ wonld et & bar in the way of s0 many 1'-'1'|'|.~lliR|m5{‘~{'i
aspiranis 1o rise to a higher grade in society 7 Or whao would deprive the country of the
services of men who in their youth, by necessity, self-=denial, and persevering labour, had
acquired many valuable qualities and virtues? A eollateral evil, of no small magninule,
“““?I_'l"- in the view of those who are concerned Tor the genrr:ll interests of ﬂm'i-*ly.rm;l:,' here
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be mentioned :(—If VOUng men allﬁnr.ling Un“ege could not hold the sttuations above referred
to, it does not appear how country schools could be so well supplied with teachers as at

resent ; nor how so many of the country gentlemen and substantial farmers could obiain
tutors for their families, at the rate of £20 or £30 a-year, as they now do. The usual
emoluments of a schoolmeaster would not be an ultimate object for any person whe had been
at the expense of a University education. They are, in general, only accepted as a temporary
provision by such as arce looking forward te clerical appointments, or some more lucrative
employment.  In short, the expense of every kind and degree of education would be enhanced
throughout the country; and (not to dwell on the \':'quc‘tiﬂn of the mumber of tolerably-
educated persons, W]Ii.i!]!rl must follow ) would not one of the natural eonzequences of increased
expenze in qualifying for them be that the emolumeras of offices and situations requiring
educated men must alzo be raised ; and so the effect of some of the proposed new measures
in the Colleges would be such manifest evils, affecting every grade of society ¥ %

Considering the emoluments and the labours of the professions or situations for which most
of the students at Aberdeen are intended, it will in general be allowed that the time and
labour and funds they expend are quite commensurate to the pecuniary advantages obtained.
IT advantages for study are sought which are not to be obilained in this part of the country,
may not such be ﬁ:um{ or provided in richer and more populous and centrical parts of t
country, and the institutions in this quarter be put upon a fﬂu‘titlg to anit those who repair to
them ?

From such considerations, and from the very questionable policy of interfering much with
institutions founded and regulated by the deeds of individunals, and supported in great measure
by thicir reguests, it appears to me, to say the least, dangerous to inporate in them to any
such degree as has heen rnP-;usﬂ:I ; Tor instance, to put them under a system of government
never belore tried in any ?fluwruiL_\.', British or Foreign; or to deprive the eommunities on
whom zuch a boon had been conferred by the public-spirited and benevolent founders of the
Colleges of the advantages attending their vicinity. If such libertics may be taken with
institutions o founded, may not far greater improvements he made than that of re-.!uniug twi
Colleges 1o one ? 1T one be sullicient at Aberdecn, would it not be a less infraction of eharters
amil other zolamn decds to transfor the other to the south or to the north, as might T TROEL
benelicial for a now locality, than te annihilate it nllugcllu‘r?

It is natural for parents, when they send their sons from home, to prefer situations where
the tempiations to idleness and viee are the fewest, aml where their Ilﬂl{’tll iz most likely to be
preserved ; and, surely, the almost rural and retired situation of King’s (:o]lege iz bettor
adapted for such objects than the heart of a large town, where extensive manufactories have
g0 much increased within these 40 vears.  In general, the students, or the majority of them,
who attend Marischal College are natives of Aberdeen, while those in the other 6:]-"3!;3 are
fromn the counties north of the fﬂ:ﬂle amcl the Tu}‘. Would it be reazonable, then, to deprive
the inhabitants of the latter portion of the country of a College in that sitnation 1o which they
give preference, and where the greatest numbers are foumd to attend ?

Il the new-modelling of the Scotrish Colleges is to be carried to the length proposed b
some, what reason can there be for not interfering in a similar way with the i'..ngilsh ¢ If Ok
Aberdeen (it iz taken for granted that the project will not be attempted with regard to
Marischal College, as the inhabitants of Aberdeen would never agree to it, and the Govern-
ment is not likely to resist them} and these counties which are attached to King’s Cnllege ATe
to be deprived of it, would it not be doing less violence to the Universities of England to
disperse their 40 Colleges through the length and breadth of the land, for the accommodation
of all the mbabitanis,—to render attendanes at them less n.'dlmllsi'.'u and more gﬂmm],-—ami
to conduct the teaching by Professors appointed for life, rather than by irresponsible, littla-
known, and changing * Tutors " The latter, an improvement in whiel Il:iiug's College,
Abendeen, is some centuries beforehand with them? And perhaps other changes might be
thought of that might equally increase the usefulness of the far-famed Universities of the
south. One of the chief cempensating advantages of Seotland, when her cirenmstanees are
compared with those of England, iz in the extent to which her population is edueated ; but
the putting down of one of her Seminaries would so far go to diminish that advantage. A work
far more worthy would he to extend similar advantages to England, by giving her the institu-
tion of ]ritnu'hiu.] schools, that her peasants might be educated ; and to render every branch of
education cheap, that here and there a talented and aspiring peasant might have it in his
power to complete his edocation in a College,  Such advantages Scotland already, in a gomd
degree, possesses; and they ought rather to be increased than diminished.

Tlie ehiel argument for breaking up the charters of the Aberdeen Colleges by uniting
them, appears to be the advantages of instituting new professorships and of providing more
adequately For the Professors in gencral.  IT this be the ease, is not the question reduced to
one of economy or expense, and would it net be safer, alter introducing such changes as
present eonstitutions will admit of, to institute the new professorships neccssary, and to provide
suitably for the Professors, out of the national funds ! Centainly no professorship ought to
Lie left mefficent ; and all that seems necessary in regard to the professorships of Law and
Medicine in King'; ﬂnlloge- iz to make the lectures of the Law Professar sul:lslr.f-ede thiose of
the lecturer Il[.lllh.r.lﬂ.l'-l’]. ]}3.' ihe l-'m:uLt:\: of Advoeates in Aberdeen, and (o rm:u.gltizu the geulje-
man who leetures in place of the Profescor of Medicine in some such way as iz wsual in the
case of nssistants and successors, or as in the case of Dr. Skene and Dr. Macrobin, in Marns-
chal College.  The present state of the Theological and Medieal Faculties at Aberdeen forms
azort of precedent on which now to cstalilish them, by the proper anthority, on a permanent

* Some arrangements are proposed at p. 42, that might supersede {he neceszity of sveater changes.
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footing.  Already these departments belong, as it were, to both Colleges, and are essentially
but one, and there is no necessity for duplicate professorships in Divinity in so close a vicinity,
considering the number of students that attend. Al present attendanee on the two proper
Divinity Frofessors {one belonging 10 cach ofthe Colleges) is required of students, by presby-
teries, in order to their being received as candidates for the ministry, and the pieces of trial
given during the divinity course may be delivered in either of the Colleges.  Tn a way some-
what corresponding, the Professors of Criental Languages lately divided their teaching, one
of them taking the advanced class, and the other the clementary,  DBut as to this branch of
Theologieal study (the saered languages), one Professor would be quite sufficient for all the
studients that attend, perhnpi 20 or 25, in each of two classes. The Divinity Professorships
mizht be advantageously arranged in the way proposed by the Royal visitors. The Professors
of Biblieal Literature and of Chureh History might belong o the Senatus of Marischal Cal-
lege, and the Professors of Systematic Tlumf;g}' aml of Oriental Languages might belong to
that of King's College. DBoth Colleges at present confer Degrees in Divinity, Law, and Medi.
cine. and they might still do the same. The Collegea might each retain their existing
Emﬁ-ﬂmrﬂhi s of Medicine, and the additional Medieal Professorships 1o be instituted might

e equally divided between the two Colleges. I it were judged preferable that the Law or
Medical Lectures should be given in _-'hﬁrciuuu. there appears nothing to prevent such ar
arrangement ; or some of the lectures might be given in each of the Colleges, as is done in
the Theological Paculiy,

While in the arangements proposed by some, the Session of College would be lengthened
hyu meithh or more, the number of mectings cach :iu:,.' i the [or ordimary classes of the
Faculty of Arts would be reduced by -:an.r-lhircii. At present these classes, on most days, meet,
or should meet, three times a-day, for ene hour.  In Marischal College, on Tuesday, and
Friday, and Saturday, they meet but two hours; and in King's College they have no Satur-
day meeting. Now il cach of the Colleges were to adopt the same lours of meeting as the
other, two hours a.week would be gained by these lour classes, and more time would be
employed in receiving the Professor's instructions than in the proposed six-menths session
Again, the advanced Latin and Greek classes might meet every day, or five days in the week,
which would give them double the time they at present employ in ﬁw:-'q: elasses.  In the The-
ological Faculty the Professors of Systematic Theology amd of Biblical Literature might meet
once a-day, as the Professors of Church History and of Oriental Languages do ; which would
also double the meetings in these depariments, without lengthening tle Session, and without
diminishing the number of students by increasing the expense of a University education.  As
it often happens to teachers that the length of tasks gone through at any of their meelings iz
limited by the length of time allowed lor their meetings; 0 it may ﬂuppun that, in endes-
vours 1o make as much as peossible of time, the student may be overburdered with 1asks,
Should that be found 1o he the case, perhaps two or three weeks might be added to the length
of the Session.  Here it naturally strikes one how difficult it is to adjust contlicting interests
and arguments; and how dangerous it is lo interfere with plans that may, on the whaole,
werk well,

If the Legislature of the country is to enact the changes to be proposed at this time, it
would seem but reasonable and liberal to include in such Act, a permission to any of the
present incumbents whe has held a Professorship for 20 or more years, to I'l"-igll ulhice on
such retiving allowanee, or pension, as, by the Bi%l brought inte Parliment last Session, was
proposed lﬂﬁ.lc put in the power of the Rectorial Court to grant.

Asthe emoluments of certain l"mfu.rdiurr-llip.-i are allowed to be inndequate, aml onght there-
fore to be increased, it seems a good standard for the income of such College offices 1o fix
them at a rate higher than the usual amount of a clergyman’s emoluments from stipend,
glt"lh;". aml mawse, so that, in pont of income, 3 Professorship mighl b preferable to a clerical
charge, as it iz in that order that the most eligible cancllcl:no.ﬂ for I“l'ulbﬁsors'l'ii.pg, in paost
departments, are 10 be expected,  As manses, gardens, and glebes, are enjoyed by some of
the Professors in King's College, and as a greater amount of fees is drawn by some than by
others, the salaries of all shoukl be so regulated, that, one way or olher, their incomes from
their (hnegc offices should be pretiy uearly -_\qnﬁl; thie j"‘rim-ilml.s. and the Eub-pﬁnr;ipuls
being somewiat higher than the salaries of the other members,

Ii the state of the Colleges is 1o be revised and improved, it might be of advamage to restate
or define the powers of the different authorities, and to revive those that way have been less
active ; 1o recommend 1o the }ligher officera an annual review of the proceedings aml of the
aceounts of the Senatus I:IIIL" Chancellor umpluz.'iug an auditor, if he shoald tank proper,
and an annual visitation by the Chancellor and Reetor, at which they might express their
senfiments or judgments on any matter directly brought before them, or suggested 1o them
by the records submitted to their review, to aflord opportumty of complaint to any person
having right, or being aggrieved : in cases of alleged glaring errors in the election” of Pro.
fessors or officers, to empower the Chancellor to inguire into them. and to call for preof of the
gualifications of candidates, anid. if he see cause, to order & new election ; md, as an wltinate
resource, i parties are not satisfied, to allow of appeal to the King in Council.

In laying down new, or in confirming existing regulations, it would be an object 1o prevent
the contracting of delit ; fo extinguish by payment fom the national fumds), or put into 3
course of '-"Eiﬂ5 H-:tiuguisluhd, t b H!Hi:itit‘l.rg debiz; 1o reqniw the observance of the rule, thiat
the offices of Common Procurator and Master of Mortifications should be held by different
pereons,

ll‘!‘ case of many or greal clianges being determined on, there would seom o necessity of

mlgmg somewhere a 'Cli-"utl‘l'."liﬂl'lur_l.' power to correct what may be found on frial to be detri-
mentil. Al it would HOEN 'i'l.'L'", bslore :l:llll’l.“t!h FTgH] 1,-|H.I|ﬂ,!1|.:l,1., Lo gﬂli'l.' those who lave lsul
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experience, and who are likely to form a correct judgment of the effect of changes, an oppor-
tunity of expressing their sentiments on what is proposed.  As the Colleges of Scotland are
very different the one from the other, in situation, in their attendants, and in many other
respeets, the regulations and plans of any one of them cannot be a standard for the rest, nor
can the members of one judge perfiectly what may suit another.

James BexrLey.

Mr. John Tulfoch, Professor of Mathematies, ealled in and examined.

You were examined by the former Commmission *—Yes,

Diges the opinion then expressed by vou remain the same ?—VYes, still the same.

1. What do you say 1o t!hc union of the Colleges ?—1I adhere to the opinion expressed by
me on my former examination.

2. Are you of opinion that an entire union of the two Colleges into one corporation is
expedient or practicable; or do you think that the union of the two Colleges into one Univer-
gity for the purposes of regulating the diseiplive and course of education in the united Cnlleiﬂ,
keeping their respective patrimonial rights separate, is a preferable course 7—1I consider that

- the union of the two Colleges into one corporation is inexpedient and, in my opinion, imprac-

ticable.

3. If your opinion is adverse to a union under any regulations, be so good as explain the
%muu-ls of your objections '—As to the suppression of one of the Colleges.  Tirst, 1 object to
this mode of union, because it cannot be carried into effect without the violation of charters
and other solemn deeds, Secondly, I conceive it to be most unjust to suppress either of the
Colleges, while each of them answers the purpose of its foundation. New although there are
]u-rju:i':a i Lhe J'I:'IH.H]I"I' of both {‘u!lpgrn. where men ol ]1ig|n-r name flled chasrs withon them,
vet, in my opinion, and, I believe, in the opinion of the public, they never were in a more
efficient state as sehools of literature and science, at any period of their history, than they are
at the present time.  Thirdly, this union cannot be carried into effect without the consent of
the publie. Now it is well known that all the sehemes of union ever proposed were supported
IJI".‘ very few individuals, while the |J1.|h|ic have onall oceasions uniformly opposed every scheme
of union.

Now, as to the union of the two Colleges into one University. First, T have never heand
that either of these institutions had done anything to forfeit its independence.  Secondly, an
attempt of this kind was made in the troublous times of Charles the First, yet so repugnant
was Lhis connexion to the members of both Colleges, that they never could l.li!"l.'lmllgllt io unife
in doing anything cordially, but 1o draw the revenue of the Bishopric of Aberdeen which had
been assigned to them,  The reason of this repugnance is obvious ; they could scarcely meet
without their interests coming into collision at almest every point.  The enly advocates of this
union whom I have heand u? are a few of the members of the siger Colllrge. Naow, to any
person acquainted with the circumstances of both Colleges, this can be matter of no surprise;
fur as there is provision in the new buildings of Marischal College for-a full Medical Faculty,
it coulil not fail to appear desiralle that a bedy in the immediate vieinity of Marischal College
should be prevented both from teaching and granting degrees in Medicine.  Secondly, it 1s
desirable that when a diploma is given, the person receiving it shall carry with bim the firm
convietion that the body granting that diploma have an undoubted right to give it. T'Ilirdlj.',
it may appear desirable to some members of that College to have their rival under some
degree of control, which they could not fail 1o have after the addition of the Medical Faeulty.
Lastly, | objeet to this union, because I entertain the strongest conviction that, il earried ino
effect, the suppression of King's College will be the inevitable result at no remote period,

4. As to the nature and extent of the arrangements which should be made in the case of a
TG, any answer to it is superseded h:r my answer to the former Quer}'.

A, 0r you think that the ('ullugf-s. THbELy be wnited into one [:Ili\'l!‘l'iil}', wonld you recamnend
the patromage of the Professors in the respective Colleges to continue as at present, or to be
vested in the Crown, or otherwise settled, adequate compensation being made to the exisling
Professors for 2he loss thercol during their lives? Do any objections occur to you as to the
latter plan ?—1 have taken a most solemn oath to proteet the nghts of King's College.  An
Act of Parliament may take from me the right of patronage which 1 possess, and offer me a
compensation for this righ! 1 bt I teust in Giod §oshall never agree 10 sell 1t

6. Is superseded.

7. Are you ol opinion thal any Professorship at present established in either Collegze can
cither be abolished, or s income appropriated 1o o different branch of scienee or literature,
due provisien and compensation bemng made as to the existing interest of the present ineum-
bent? 11 20, be 11!|=.'|.H'-LI 1o 5]11~{'il"|,' what class or classes in l.:iI.FIl:'I.' Caollege you would rOpose
to be altered ?—1 cannotl agree to any suppression of offices.  The suppression of the Faculties
of Law and Medicine would be tantamount to the suppression of King's College us a Uni-
versity. Though a Professor of Medicine or a Professor of Law may teach a different class,
still he should be recognized as Professor of Medicine, or Professor of Law.

8. Assuming that parliament would be disposed to grant a reasonable sum for the endow-
ment of such additional Professorships as might be necessary for improving aud completing
the Currienlum of Education in the different Paculties in the united University, what new
Chairs would you suggest as proper in that case ’—As to the united University, [ am guite
against it ; but as to our own University, as it stands, I chould think a Professor of Chemistry,
and » Professor of Natural History, to teach Natural History in winter, and Batany in summer,
to be desirable.  In Medicine we have but one Professor; aud a single Professor is not suffi-
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cient now for teaching all the branches of medical science, whatever he might have done at the
time of the foundation.

9. Assuming that the Colleges may possibly be united, either by Parliament, or by the consent
of the Colleges at a future period, does any alteration occur to you as expedient, on the plan
of the Universily Court, recommended by the lormer Commissioners 7— think this Court a
most extracrdinary Court; and I believe many of the powers given to it were not known even
to some of the leading members of the last Commission. There is one extraordinary fact, viz.,
that after our Colleges had gone through all the mighty changes in religion amnd government
during the last three centuries, with all their privileges unimpaired, it should be pmpn:m:rj to
put us under the surveiflance of o Board unknown to any British University , and that too in
the face of the recorded testimony of those very Commissioners in our faveur as to the
management of our funds and every thing else.

There is another remark which T would make on that Board, viz,, the only body connected
with the Universities against whom a direct charge of misapplying College funds has been
brought is the Town Council of Edinburgh. ‘They are connected with the University of Edin-
hurgf. as patrons and protectors of its interest ; and yet these Commissioners recommend that
all the funds of the (?allegas should be transferred o a Board in some respects iulal.uguus to
this zame Town Council of Edinburgh., The chief difference between the twe bodies being
that the Board with us is to bave ten times the power of the Town Council of Edinburgh over
the Umiversity of Edinburgh. This Court s, for instanee, to have the power of :'-un.|}r'1:din i
Professor for 2 year, weadhon .ﬂppeaf, amd thus ruining lim for hife—aof unicringuﬁ to suT or
to it all our property which we hold by charters and other deeds—and Gurther, disqualifying
us from holding any property, in all time coming, for the benefit of the Colleges. There
are other powers conneeted with this anomalous Court which are most extraordinary, awd
which I have reason to believe were not known to some of the members of that Commission.

While these are your obijections to the University Court as recommended by the former
Commigsioners, ean you [faveur the Commissioners with any opinion as te a more advisable
constitution of a University Court¥—No; 1 believe the present University authorities are
fully competent for any imi:m'rl:nmnt of that kind.

Have you any wilditional :'..uggmtimlﬁ. to give 1o the present Commissioners in ntgnrd o
King's College '—The only suggestion 1 would now give, 15 in regard to the endowment of a
Medieal Sehool at Aberdeen.  Although | consider it desivable to have such a school attached
to either or to both our Colleges, yet I do not see any great necessity for such an endowment.
For |':||g|m]d, with six times the population of Scotland, has but one Medical Schoael, viz., that
of London.  Ireland, with more than three times the population of Seotland, has but one
Medical School, viz.,, that of Dublin; the Belfast lecturers having no power to give diplomas
of any kind, whereas Scotland has already twe Medical Schools of great eminence, viz.. those
of El!inlmrgh and Gilaspow.  Now if one be sufficient for Eng]aml, and one for Ireland, why
should Scotland not be contented with two such schools as Edinburgh and Glasgow ? In
my humble opinion, it is mere desirable first o complete the Faeulty of Arts in each of our
Colleges, and then to add o Medical School i funds can be obtained for it.

Mr. Hercules Scott, Professor of Moral Philosophy, called in and examined.

You were examined by the former Commissioners #—Yes,

Will you faveur us with answers to the printed Queries which were eirculated among the
Professors 7

1. Have v congidered the question as Lo the wnion of the G-Hﬂgq-.g SINCE VAU oX-
amination before the former Commission, and have you seen any reason in any r;.-:-.pm Lo
alter or modily any opinion which you may have then expressed 2—1 have considered the
question a8 to the union of the 'L'-ul]ugeu since my examination before the former Commissign :
and I have seen reason to madify the opinion which I then expressed.

2. Are you of opinion that an entireunion of the two Colleges into one corporation is expedient
or practicable ? or do you think that the union of the two Colleges into one University, for
ﬂ'll" purpeses of regulating the discipline and course of education i the united Colleges, Keep-
ing their respective patrimonial righis separate, is the preferable course ¥—I am not of opinion
that an entire union of the two Un“v::w. nnnler ome |'||r||1|r.i||:i.|u| 1= cither 1.-r:11.:1]i1~.nl or |pn|.r_'li;-'.¢h||_-
under present circumstances, 1 have been always opposed to a union of the Colleges into
I:H-PH'I:,.' e l!ni'l.".!r.-ijl_!.-,

3. If your opinion is adverse 1o a union under any regulations, be so good as explain the
Erﬂuml of your objections 2—My opinion is not adverse 1o a union under any regulations ;

ul from the great change of circumstances which has taken place sinee 1527, when 1 for-
merly gave evidenee on the subject, 1 am inclined to think that there is no reason whatever
1o hope for an amicable union, either of the Universities and Colleges into one corparation, or
merely of the Universities into one University ; unless the union were carvied through with the
consent of parties, or at least with the consent of a considerable majority of parties, [ do not
ﬂl!"]‘- that it wauld be cither desirable or |Jr-l..u.|m'.l ive af afh'unlugt'ﬁ te the couniry.  When mmy
evidence was last given, ag is well known, the buildings of Marischal College were in 3 ruinous
slate ; and, w0 far at least as was known to me, little hope was then entertained of a grant from
Giovernment Tor rebuilding them,  Since that time, however, a very liberal grant has been
I'E'mlic by Government for that purpose; and I eannot doubt that the members of that institu-
tion would be as unwilling 10 compromise or sacrifice its interests as the members of King's
_c':'“‘- » would be to f‘ii‘ld up any which belong to them.  ‘Lhe introduetion of certain Bills
o .1 arliament for the propesed wnion of the two seminaries has excited a strong amd violent
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uﬂ}mﬁitinn throughout the north of Seotland, a circumstance which must tend very mueh to
merease fhe diﬂn:ull:.' of nan-yiug mbo effect the pm]mud measure : and 1 mtahdjram not
inclined to join in forcing it upon the country, in opposition to their now publicly declared
sentiments, I find that the majority of my colleagues continue as adverse to a union as when
it was formerly agitated.  As no union or :l.mnlgnﬁ:mkiml of the Seminaries can now take [ﬂﬂﬂ!
with the consent and approbation of pariies, or of the country ; aml as the chicl eanse alleged
lor this is a wish 1o seeure the advantages which resull from twe rival institutions, [ think that
the colleges should at onee be placed in the circumstances best caleulated for producing such
advantages, With this view they ought to be made quite independent of each other ; the
same number of classes mlght fo e nppuintml in each, i all the ¢ epartments ; and then, and
then only, can there be such a fair and open rivalry as will benefit the interest of education
throughout the country.

In reference to what you have last stated, is it your opinion that there is room for two
Medical, and two Law Schools in this part of the country, one to be established in each Col-
lege ?—Certainly, 1 do not think so; but still I think that these ave the only circumstances in
which there can be a fir and open rivalry.

4. l1':.-nu think a union practicable and advisable, wonled you state your views as to the extent
and nature of the arrangements which should be made in that case 2—1I do not think a union
practicable or advisable in the present circumstanees ; and any further answer to this is super-
seded by my answer to the preceding Query.

5 It :,.'m; think that the :l:l]].u.EL'ai may be umted mto one L‘Ili'l'i'.'r‘_'i:ii-}', woarlil vou recommeentd
the patronage of the Professors in the respective Colleges to continue az at preseat, or to be
vested in the Crown, or otherwise settled, adequate compensation being made 1o the existing
Professors for the loss thereof during their lives ; do any specific objections occur to you as to
the latter plan ¥—71he palronage of the Professors should continue as at present. As an
individual, I never could consent to accept of any compensation, and never would do so.

. My answer to this Query is supersedecd.

7. Are you of opinion that any Professorship at present established, in either College, can
either be abolished, or its income appropriated to a different branch of science or literature,
due provision and cnmpens-u.timl being made as to the existing interest of the present menm-
bent, if so0, be pleased to specify what class or classes, in either College, you would propose to
be altered '.*—Ipmm merely speak as to the body with which I am connected ; and {lwﬂnini}‘
do not think that any Professorship in this body could be abolished, or its income given to any
other branch of science or literature, without destroyving our character as a University.

=, ﬁﬁumh]g that Parliament would be 1|i5||4.154:l Lo grant a reasomable sum for the endow-
ment of such additional Professorships as might be necessary for improving and completing
the Curriculum of Edveation in the different Faculties in the wnited University, what new
Chairs would you suggest in that case ?—In this College, as at present constituted, we would
be mueh the better of several new PI‘Dﬁ.‘EBﬂrE]’li'JS in the Facu ty of Aris. | recommended
l'urmerlr the institution of a Professorship of Logie and Rhetorse, and to that recommendation
I still adhere. I think that our establishment would be much improved by a Professorship
of Chemistry separate from Humanity, and likewise by a Professorship of Natural History
and Botany.

9. Assuming that the Gnllegc:i may posssbly be united, either h)’ Parliament, or h:.' the
consent of the Colleges at a future period, does ani.' alteration occur to you as expedient, on the
plan of the University Court, recommended by the former Commission ?—I have merely 1o
say, o answer to this question, that | entirely disapprove of the University Court.

"Does auy other constitution of a University Court oceur 10 you?—None ; I have not wurned
my attention particularly to that point, as 1 hold that the Umversity authorities, as at present
constituted, are ully sufficient for every purpose intended.

Have you any additional suggestions to make to the Commissioners in regand to King's
College I—The HWitness made no suggestions.—[ ddjourmed.]
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74 APPENDIX TO MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE

Uarveraily of
Abserdeen.
W Anstract- Accoust of the Endowments of each of the Principal. and Professors of the United University,
each of the Prineipal derived from the present Funds ; with o comparative View of the Mivimum Endowments a2 recom-
attzd Profeqsors of memded in the Report, and showing the Increase Ut woikd requine to be made (o each of the present
the United Univer- Endowments, were they to continue the same as in 1536,
=ity, derived from -,
i et o - —
n e reainl PO
R Bndowmeats, | Minimam | [T
recommended in the
s £oa 4] £ o 4l e @
I. Principal and Professor of Divinity . . . . : B 0 0 l 500 0 0 i
2 Professor of Divinity . . . . - -« . . .| 425 81¢| 200 0 St
3. Professor of Divinily . . . . . . . « . 230 8 4| 300 0 0| G2 1F B
4. Professorof Divinity . . . . « . . . ./ 19713 0| 800 0 0 102 T 0
5 Professor ol SeollishLaw . . . . . . o . ®™ 1 7| 100 0 0 518 b
6. Professor of Anatomy and Physiolopy . . . . R i O i | lih @ 0
7. Professorof Surpery . . . . . ¢ w0 o« s st 1000 0 W o0 o o
8. PProfessor of Praclice of Medigine, . . . . . 4616 8| 100 0 © 52 3 4
8. Professor of Midwifery. . . . . . . « & G0 e ¢ 0| O 0 0
3 10. Frofessor of Chemistry . . « . « o « 93 0 0] 250 0 O] 197 O O
11. Professor of Materia Medica . . . . . . " M o 0| 100 0 O
12. Profeszor of Natural History and Batany. . . .| 211 7 3| 260 0 0 35 12 9
13. Probsmat Loty KoC. e v o v 0w o o o o7 =50 00 BE0E .
4 14 Professorof ditte, M.C. . . « . &+ « . 4| 198 O 0 250 0 O 5 0 0
15, Trofessor of Gresk, K.C. » « -« « .« « . .f 221 12 1] 20 0 0 28 6 1
16. Professorof ditta, M.C. . . . . . . . . 193 0 o| 20 v 0| 57 0 @
17. Professor of Mathematies, K. C. . « . .« . I 197 17 4 250 0 0 o2 s
15. Professor of ditto, M. C. . . TR gt s .E T2 11 2| 2% 0 © 77 B 1o
19. Professor of Natuaral Philosophy, K.C. . . . . 19617 4| 250 o0 o| 5 2 8
20. Professorofditto,M.C. . . . . . . . . 198 0 O 250 o0 o| 57 © o
21. Profeseor of Moral and Foliticn] Philosophy, K. C. .| 187 ) 2 0 0 52 12 9
22, Professor of ditto, M.C. . . + . .« . . . 193 0| 250 0 0 57 0 0
23. Professor of Tntellectual Philosophy and Logic . .| 203 19 3| 2530 0 0 46 0 9
Total Incrense required, 1e the present Endowments continme as in 1836, £Il,-!-ﬂi£' 19 8

e e
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Oath administered to the Students at K:'J-rg # College, on obfaining the Degiee of Aberdearc:
Measter of Aris.
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iz
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I at King's Colles,
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