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INTRODIUETION.
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Among the ancient Archives of Christ’s Hospital are
many interesting Records :—

(i.) The Registers, containing the names of all
Children admitted on the Foundation, and
beginning in 1566.

(ii.) The Court Minutes.

(iii.) The Annual Accounts, showing the yearly
receipts and payments, date back to 1552,
when the Monastic Buildings of the Gray
Friars were fitted for the reception of the
“ Blew " Boys and Girls.

But, among them all, the small volume herein repro-
duced is not the least interesting. Not only is it the
earliest History of the Royal Hospitals, but it vividly
portrays the state of the City of London consequent on
the suppression,—contrary to the desire and advice of
Cranmer and Gresham as representing the Church and the
Citizens,—of the Spitals attached to the Monasteries.

John Howes, the writer of the MS., was a Citizen and
Grocer, who had been * “apprentice and servant” (i.e.,
clerk or private secretary) within the Gray Friars to
Richard Grafton, the first Treasurer General.

—

* v. “ Richard Grafton, Citizen and Grocer, of London,” pp. 75-76, by Mr, John
Abernethy Kingdon, F.R.C.8., privately printed, 1801,
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A Minute of Court, 27 September, 1558, states that :
“ There was also assigned to be the Renter for the‘
“ gatheringe and collectinge aswell the rentes of the landes
*“in the Citie as also of all the landes in the Countrie John
“ House serunt w™ M* Grafton at the speciall request of his
“ said M" who also hath promysed to aunswer for his said
“ serunts doings from tyme to tyme to whome theare is
‘ graunted yerely for the doinge thereof vi*' xiii® 1iij%.”

Another Minute of 24 July, 1559, orders : ** That John
“ House serunt wyth M* Grafton shall attende upon the
“ Scruteners of Thospitalls for the tyme being who aftre
“ knowledge to him Geuen by willm Smothinge aforesaid
“ [the Steward] shall enquyer and searche out for the
““ payments of all the legacies so geuen and make thereof
““ rehearsall to the Seruteners or gatherers of them who
“ ghall receave the same.”

A Minute of 22 August, 1559, adds : *“ And that John
“ House for the collectinge or knowledge geuinge to the
“ Scruteners of all the said legacies shall likewyse haue of
“ eu'ye pounde receaued ij* and none other fee or wages.”

The following entry in the Register of Lands shows
that he remained a resident within the Hospital : “John
““ Howe, Grocer, for a Tenement on West side of the
“ Great Hall of ye Hospitall, a yaarde and a Quille of

“ water yerely xI*.”



bty

On 22 November, 1565, ‘“John Howe Groc® had
“ graunted to him this daie aswell the contynewaunce in
“ his dwelling house as also to pay but iij* rent from
“ Mychellmas 1564 notw"standinge that before this he
“ was apoynted to pay iiij* by the yeare.”

Thus he became intimately acquainted with all details
of the foundation and management of the House he loved
so well and served so faithfully.

The MS. itself iz bound in white vellum, and the ink is
blacker than most of that of the present day.

The Memo. signed ‘ Nistrode’ shows that a century
after the MS. was written its contents were known and
valued, but it appears to have been subsequently forgotten
until 1888, when it was discovered while search was being
made for evidence in support of the Hospital’'s Case before
the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council.

Now, out of love for his old school, Mr. Septimus
Vaughan Morgan, one of the Governors (and Brother of
Mr. Alderman Walter Vaughan Morgan, the first Treasurer
of Christ’s Hospital under the Scheme of 1890), has caused
this facsimile to be produced,—moved thereto by seeing a
similar reproduction of the Archives of the Grocers’
Company, of which Richard Grafton was at one time
Upper Master Warden.

The reading of the Rev. E. H. Pearce’s delightful
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“ Annals of Christ’s Hospital” (published in 1901) will
give zest to the perusal in extenso of John Howes’
Account.

Let us praise God for the good work of

Nicholas Ridley, the Preacher ;
Edward, the Royal Hearer and Doer ;

Lord Mayor Dobbs and the other wise Counsellors ;

“who had one heart to do the commandment of the

.Eing "o iand
Richard Grafton,

the patient and fearless Worker through the early days of
stress and storm. For, at a eritical time in the history of
London, they were enabled to start three noble Institutions,
which the munificence of generations of Governors have
built upinto the Religious, Royal and Ancient Foundations
of Christ, S* Thomas and Bridewell.

W LEMPRIERE.

Curist’s HosPITAL,
Loxpox, E.C,
June, 1904.

NoTe.—His son, Edmund Howes (baptised at Christ Church, Newgate Street,
19 July, 1562) * set out with enlargements Stow’s Chronicle after his death ™
as Btrype relates ; and was instrumental in persuading John Dow to place
on a permanent footing the Music School of Christ's Hospital,









‘This paper Book was shewed to W™ Parry Gent at the
time of his examinacon taken in Chancery on the parte
and behalfe of William Gibbon Esq deft. at the suyte of
the Major and Cittizens of the Citty of London Gover-
nours of the S* Bartholomewes Hospitall neere Smithfield

London, Comp"
NISTRODE.

William Parry was Clerk of Christ's Hospital from 16563 to 1704 ; and William
Gibbon wae Treasurer from 1662 to 1679,

The suit referred to probably related to a claim for 500 marks a year payable
to 5t. Bartholomew’'s Hospital by the Citizens of London under the terms of the
Charter of Henry VIIL
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TO0 THE RIGHTE WORFFULL MR. NORTON MR.
AWDELEYE & MR. BANCKES, TREASURER, &

GOVERNO® OF CHRYSTE HIS HOSPITALL, &c.

Righte Worshipfull, I have vppon good occasion collected
& gathered together a brefe note of the order & manner of
the proceadings in the fyrste ereccon of the Hospitalles of
Chrystes, Brydewell, & §8* Thomas the Apostle, wherein
you shall not onlye see the forwarde willing myndes, &
the bountyfull lyberall handes of a nomber of good men :
whoe only spent theire tyme and studie (ad. sumn.) to
advaunce & sette forwarde this famous worcke : But allso
you shall reade of a nomber of notable platts and devyses
layed for the accomplyshing of the same: As allso the
carefull myndes of the Governo™ to preserve the state
of these Hospitalles in those daungerous daies of Quene

Marie: when there was nothing ells looked for (but

downe w*™ them, downe w™ them).

William Norton (Treasurer 1682 to 1698), Thomas Audley, and John Bancks
(Assistant Treasurer) were all considerable Benefactors to Christ's Hospital,



Ab /nf;f on A (u\&-vermf-é’/sé /J')nht’ﬂha-fyﬁ"r

E&ﬁm— #*Wﬂvcl nguv%s;/é’w’ rl (‘1):—74-‘
<= % @ Izj}ﬁ-()w-a-’l S N fa—-r\m

@Qﬁ’ % errioVioe wo,ageud,m‘a 00—V ¢ Eprepho—
@”«m TIs md.?f—a;g« gﬁvaﬁf- Y/

62\& hffﬁ?‘_' > w6 4o p nfo

"~ ,ﬁ., e }'@é—:ﬂé— [
Q/w ‘%‘ = oa— mﬁq{)—n’}wﬂ& fo ?‘]-5‘

rﬁ:& 35— (‘M\Fﬂ&ﬂm‘ﬁ%""ﬁ
(ﬁza L. j‘;‘fb o AW N\yore 6o bo
CB&:&n: o/ zf‘?‘ ?M/GLC‘” arvﬂ.f-cw“5 bt
-c.J yvféﬂ—ﬂrv s

ﬂcjw'ﬁ ﬁup«meﬂu)-uZ&L ‘?J.ﬂvﬁ-uy ﬂ.—[slé



Things worthie to be had in memorie & to be knowne

to suche as shall succeade in office. ffor as the phisi&)_ﬁ
can never cure his patient excepte he fyrste examyn the
ground of his dissease,—So lykewyse you that ar called
to be governo™ shall never knowe when you doe well
excepte you vnderstande what others have done before
you. I have thoughte good therefore to present wmto
you these brefe notes, not that I meane to have them
publyshed or made knowne to the worlde, for that were
not convenyent. But for that yt hathe pleased god to
calle you to be Governo™ of the poore, A worcke no

doubte of greate good service, & a fytte place for men of

good conscience, knowledge, & discrecon : suche as
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beare a mercyfull mynde & will not make theire will a
lawe, but have a fatherly care, and seke by all meanes to
contynewe love & peace, & to preserve those good things
w other good men before have gyven gotten & lefte to
the relefe & mainten®nce of the poore : & not by extreame
dealing to bring in question those things w* have bene
longe in quyet, for theire is nothinge gyven to the relefe
& comforte of the poore : but yt fyrst proceadethe of love
& good lyking, & so by wyse discrecon grave and discrete
governement yt maie be contynued and augemented.
And for that the things conteyned in this booke dothe
only intreate of matters incident to yo' governemente I
have therefore for dyvers causes made choyce of yo' wo™*

vnto whome I will imparte these my traveiles

* By wise diseretion, grave and digereet government it may be condinued and
angmented,”—The present rent roll of Christ's Hospital, £69,000 a year, is the best
testimony to the judicious care of the Governors in the past, and had they not
been obliged to sell many of their properties in London and elsewhere, under
compulsory powers, the Hospital’s income would be very much larger,
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as things necessarie for yo® place and calling. Wyshing
that yt woulde please you to accepte this my rude
vnpollyshed stile in as good parte as I w* my good will
present yt vnto you. And yf I have eyther omytted or

lefte vnperfecte any thinge worthie memorie, or not so fully
sett foorthe some things as the cause requyrethe : ympute
yt rather to the lacke of my knowledge, or the imbecillitie
of myne vnlearned head : then the wante of any good
will & yett yt maie be (yf cause so requyre) y* hereafter
I will not only amende yt but allso augemente yt. Yf
therefore I fynde that you doe accepte & take this in good
parte, esteming well of these my traveiles begonne and
fynyshed w" a moste willing mynde : there shall not

passe many daies (deo auspicante) god willing






but I will putt in wrighting certaine abuses in y*
governmente of the poore in this present tyme, with
sundrie devyses for remedie of the same. And so moste
humblie desiring you not to indge otherwyse of mee then
I deserve I take my leave : wishing vnto yo wo™ bothe
in this transitorie worlde a most happie lyfe: & in the
worlde to come those vnspeakable ioies of eternitie, to the

w god bring us all. Amen.

J. Howgs.

“ Putt in wrighting,” &ec.—The second volume was completed in 1587, It
contains, infer alia, the author’s opinions on the government of the Hospitals ;
the inadequacy of their income ; suggestions for preventing the entry of “the
beggars of England” into the City; for the erection of municipal houses in lien
of tenements in alleys ; and of lodgings in * void places ™ out of the City, such as
‘Whitechapel, for those stricken with the Plague ; reference to the numbers of
homeless children : and obzervations on the currieulom of the Schools.






Dignitie.

Dutie.

Dignitie,

A FFAMILIAR & FRENDELY DISCOURSE DIALOGUE
WYSE SETTING FORTHE THE FYRSTE ORDER &

MANER OF Y® ERECCONS OF THE HOSPITALLES

CHRISTES, BRIDEWELL AND STTHOMAS YEAPOSTLE.

Was there ever in any age the lyke nomber of poore
people as there ar at this present begging in the streates of
the Cyttie and wandring in the fieldes so ydellye, being
readie to attempte any myscheife vppon any lighte occasion.

The nomber at this present is greate & yett in tymes
past muche greater.

Howe dothe that appeare in any rcorde or in any

Cronicle,
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Duatie.

By sundrye & many probable reasons. ffyrste, yf 1
shoulde sette downe the myserable estate of this lande in
olde tyme when Julius Ceesar had suppressed the Brytons
& kepte them in subiection by the space of 483 yeres, or
yf I shoulde sett foorthe the oppressions & spoyles Done
by the Saxons, whoe had this lande in governement 487
yeres, or yf I Were able to sette foorthe the terrible
tyrannye of the cruell Danes, whoe made havocke &
spoyle of this Lande many yeres : Then shoulde I laie
open the myserable estate of the people when in the
whole lande there was nothing but pennurie & beggerye.
Butt then shoulde I be over tedious & make a grea'te

volume. Therefore I will briefely begin w** ye Conqueror
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of whose governemente Wee have greate testemonyes
bothe in o' Lawes & hystories.

It appeareth that ymeadiatly after the Conquest the
people of the Lande were so oppressed by ransomes,
fiynes, Taxes, & spoyles that they were not able fto
satysfie the desyer of the hungrye raveninge Normans,
whoe subdued them by suche tyrranye that all the
Wealthe of the lande was to lyttle to satysfie theire
gredye desyre. Wherevppon followed longe and cruell
Warres, whereby the Lande was pestered Withe a
multitude of ydell people & yt was longe before they
coulde be suppressed.

Secondly, after these perillous tymes wereappeased w™
had contynued all to longe, then came the greate cyvill

Warres betwene the twoe noble houses of Lancaster




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































