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44 First Trial of Tubular .

Trial of Tubular House Drains.

The great majority of a town population do not differ so much
in their habits, either as to the use of water,—or in other
respects affecting this question,—to prevent the well-observed
experience of an average group of houses sufficing, as to the
main points, for general comparison ; and the first trial works,
which were made under the careful attention of the Dean of
Westminster, were by him considered to afford a decisive proof
of “the efficacy of draining by pipes, and of the facility of dis-
pensing entirely with cesspools and brick sewers.” ;

A severe epidemic fever had burst out in the houses con-
nected with the cloisters at Westminster, Thirty scholars and
inmates had been attacked, of whom several died. The houses
had nearly all cesspools, and the inmates, during the variations of
the weather, were beset with foul smells. On examination,
it was found, that beneath the houses in which the fever raged
there was a net-work of cesspools, old drains, and sewers.
From beneath 15 houses which were the chief seats of fever,
150 loads of ordure were taken ; and from drains and cesspools
conneeted with the houses, upwards of 400 loads were taken.

The following is a view of the branches of a private sewer,
under the schools. It usually contained several feet in depth
of cesspool matter, which in one part was nine fget d:_mp,, and
afforded a never-failing source of noxious exhalations into the

school i—
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