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16.—ZYMOTIC DISEASE IN SEVERE AND MILD
WINTERS. :

DragraM: Six smoothed curves (3 av.) of weekly deaths from zymotic
disease in London, during first quarter of six years named. Con-
tinuous curves, severe winters ; dotted curves, mild winters.

The relation of zymotic diseases to cold is a somewhat complex
subject. It may be well to ask, What kind of mortality has there
been from such disease in recent severe winters ? It will be remem-
bered that the winters 1878-79, 1890-91, and 1894-65 were all notably
severe. Allowing for development of disease, we note the weekly
deaths from zymotic diseases (as specified under 13), not in the 3
winter months, but in the first quarter, and smoothing the figures
with averages of 3, we obtain the three continuous curves. Then
we do the same with the three mild winters 1882-83, 1883-84,
1884-85 (dotted curves).

It may be noted that the three mild winter curves all show more
deaths from zymotic disease than the curves of the very severe
winters 1890-91 and 1894-95, notwithstanding growth of population
and growth of at least diphtheria. The 1879 curve shows a higher
mortality than those two, coming second to that of 1885; (there was |
a great deal of whooping cough). On the other hand, we must
remember the progress that has taken place in overcoming zymotic
disease generally, and of this the relative position of the curves
1879, 1891 and 1895 is no doubt partly an expression. Still, it
appears from various evidence that intense winter cold is on the
whole unfavourable to the mortality from zymotic disease, and mild
winter weather favourable ; and in this we may find some justifica-
tion of the saying, ‘‘ A green Yule makes a fat churchyard,” which,
if we take the large mortality from respiratory diseases into account,
and its rise in severe cold, 1s rather falsihed. (Weekly Return.)






















