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Jovis, 12¢ die Martu, 1840.

Ordered, Tuar a Select Committee be appointed to inguire into the Circumstances
affecting the Health of the Inhabitants of Large Town: and Populous Distriets, with
a View to lmproved Sanatery Regulations for their benefit.

Martis, 17" die Martii, 1840.

And a Committes 18 nominated of—

Mr. Slaney. Sir Harry "-":’:rne:,,r,
LEI']HETEESNQH. Mr. Baines.
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Mr. Richard Walker. Mr. William Smuth (' Brien.

Mr. Wilson Patten.
Ordered, Tuat the Committee have power to send for Persons, Papers, and Records.
Ordered, Tuat Five be the Quorum of the Committee.

Orcered, Tuat the Committee have power Lo report Obscrvations.

Jovis, 2° die Aprilis, 1840.

Ordered, Tnat Mr. W. 8. 0Brien and Lord Sandon be discharged from further attend-
ance, and that Mr, Vigors and Mr. Mackinnon be added to the Committee.
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REPORT,

THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to Inquire into the Circumstances
affecting the Heartn of the Innasirants of Larce Towxs and Porurous
Districrs, with a View to Improved Sanatory Regulations for their
Benefit, and who were empowered to Report their Observations, wgether
with the Mixures or Evipence taken before them, to The House ;
Have considered the Matters to them referred, and have agreed to the
following REPORT :

YDUR Committee have inquired earefully into the matters submitted to
them, and find that sanatory regulations in many of the principal towns
of the realm are most imperfect and neglected, and that hence result great
evils, suffering, and expense, to large bodies of the community. They have
proposed several remedies ; viz. general Acts to facilitate regulations in build-
ing, sewerage, and loeal improvements, applicable to populous distriets ; also
the establishment of boards of health and local inspectors, and have made
other suggestions detailed in their Report.

Before entering into the result of their inquiries, Your Committee venture
to lay before The House a few preliminary observations respecting the im-
portant subject which has been entrusted to their consideration.

By reference to the Population Returns it appears that, from the beginning
of the present century, the whole population of Great Britain has increased at
the rate of nearly 16 per cent. every 10 years ; from 1801 to 1811, thence to
1821, anid :lguili to 1831 ; and there is LEE] o to believe about the 2AMe
rate of increase will be found to have taken place next yvear, when the next
decennial return will be made.  Whilst, however, zuch has been the inerease
in the population of the kingdom at large, reference to the same returns shows,
that the augmentation of numbers in the great towns of the realm has been
much more rapid: thus, whilst the increase of population in England and
Wales, in 30 years, from 1801 to 1831, has been something more than 47 per
cent., the actual increase in the number ef inhabitants of five of our most im-
portant provineial towns has very nearly doubled that rate; being

Manchester - - : = - - 109 per cent.
Glasgow - - - - - - - 108 —
Birmingham - - - - : = e
Leeds - - “ 5 a = S 1Y
Liverpool - - - : - . - 100 —(M

giving an average inerease of almost 98 per cent. in five cities, whose united
population in 1831 amounted to 844,700, and at the present time may be
caleulated at not less than 1,126,000. Far the larger portion of this vast
body of persons are engaged comstantly in occupations connected with mann-

factures or commerce.
In many other of our large towns the imerease in numbers has been of a
like nature, and though not so rapid in several of them, yet, from a doeument
]iltﬂ'l}"'

('} Populsiton Retarns,
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lately laid before Parliament, and compiled by authority, it appears that on a
comparison of a large rural distriet with various provineial and other towns
(within or contiguous to it), the increase in population in the former, during
10 years (1821 to 1831), was 11 per cent., and in the latter 31 per cent.,
showing that the numbers in towns augmented almost three times as fast as in
the country (7).

By reference to the Population Returns, we find that the proportion of the
humbler classes oceupied as manufacturers or workmen, and living in towns,
is, as compared with the labourers in rural districts, completely changed.

It appears, by returns laid before The House, that the latter class was to the
former, in 1790, about two to one; and now the town workmen and manu-
facturers, instead of being one-half, are nearly double the number of rural
labourers (*).

It must be evident, that owing to this rapid increase in the population of
great towns, the proportion of the humbler elasses, of those with little leisure
for education or improvement, will be augmented, as the more wealthy and
edueated gradually withdraw themselves from these close and crowded com-
munities ; whieh thus more and more stand in need of some superintending
paternal care.

The difference in the proportion of numbers entirely oceupied in labour is
very different in different places. An account laid before Your Committee,
and to which they believe due relianee may be given, states this proportion to
vary from G4 per cent. in the borough of Manchester, to 74 in Salford, 81 in
Ashton, and 94 in Duckinfield (*).

Your Committee venture to remark, that the great towns of the realm may
be divided into elasses differing from each other in various circumstances, yet
all requiring, more or less, the enforcement of sanatory regulations caleulated
for the benetit of their inhabitants.  As,

. The Metropolis.

. Manufacturing Towns.

. Populous Seaport Towns.
. Great Watering Places.

5. County and other considerable Inland Towns not being the seats of par-
ticular Manufactures,

Besides these different classes of towns, there are various places, especially
in the mining districts, in which a vast popunlation of the working classes are
spread irregularly over the face of the country, in some spots closely packed
together, and in others dispersed in groups of dwellings more or less distinet
from each other.

Your Committee have only been able to inquire into the state of a portion
of these towns; to have done more would have ozcupied them many months ;
but have thought they best fulfilled the trust committed to them, by confining
their investigation to the condition of certain populous towns, or sometimes
parts of towns, which might be considered samples of others similarly situated.
They have especially directed their attention to localities in which the working
and poorer classes chiefly reside, with a view, if evils are found to exist there
within reach of legislative remedy, to make such suggestions of improvement
as may appear practicable.

Before giving the result of their inguiries, and any abstract of the evidence

adduced

e S ko =

(*) Abstraet First Report of Registrar-general of Births, Deoths, &c. 1840,

(%) Abstrect Pepulation Returns, 1831,

{*; Report on the State of Working Claszes in a Manufacturing District, by Manchester Statiz-
tical Secicty, 1857, —Fide Riddall Wood's evidence,
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adduced before them, they would =ay that considerable differences i the
average state of the dwellings of the working classes, as might be expected,
will be found to exist in different districts, arising sometimes from local causes,
as the nature of the soil or situation, or the vicinity of a stream ; and in others
from the customs of the place, the nature of the occupations of the people,
efficient or neglected municipal regulations.

Notwithstanding considerable allowance is to be made for these circum-
stances, Your Committee think it may be laid down as a general position,
that persons of the same class, and engaged in the same sort of oecupations
in different populous towns, are subject, more or less, to the same evils (which
are hereafter spoken to in evidenee), that their health and eomfort are affected
by the same causes, and that the remedies suggested by Your Committee
would be applicable to improve the condition of all or most of them.

Your Committee, therefore, believe that the account given of the state of
eertain districts inhabited by the working classes in Manchester (*) would be
applicable to other great towns, in which the people are chiefly employed in the
cotton manufacture ; that the same might be said of Leeds, with respect to
those busied in the woollen fabries, and such a general resemblanee will be
found in towns similarly situated, that the same suggestions which would be
applieable to one might, with some variation, be beneficially extended to all.

By the Report lately laid before Parliament, it appears that the mortality and
diseases of cities vary greatly, and of parts of the same eity. Thus, the annual
mortality of Whitechapel is shown to be nearly four per cent., whilst that of

' Hackney, Camberwell, and St. George's, Hanover-square, is less than half

that amount, and it is found, from * a comparison of the several districts,
that, ceteris paribus, the mortality increases as the density of the population
increases, and where the density and the population are the same, that the rate
of mortality depends upon the efficiency of the ventilation and of the means
which are employed for the removal of impurities (*).”

Your Committee now proceed to give an abstract of the principal points in
the evidence submitted to them. They have made inquiriez into the state of
the dwellings of the poorer classes in various parts of the metropolis, in Dub-
lin, Glasgow, Liverpool, Manchester, Leeds, Bradford, Hull, Birmingham,
Coventry, and several other large towns, and though there iz a great difference
in many of the cases examined, they would state, as a general result, that evils
of a most extensive and afllicting nature are found to prevail, affecting the
health and comfort of vast bodies of their fellow-subjeets, and which might be
removed or much lessened by due sanatory regulations.

Evidence has been laid before them, depicting the miserably neglected
condition of the abodes of multitudes of the working classes in Bethnal Green,
Whitechapel, portions of Wapping, Ratelific Highway, the parish of Stepuey,
and other districts in the east of London; an account of which has already
been laid before Parliament in a * Report to the Poor Law Commissioners on
the prevalence of certain physical causes of fever in the metropolis, which might
be removed in}' eertain sanatory 11*gn|atiuns;," and which is printed in the
Fourth Annual Report of the Poor Law Commissioners (7).

The same remarks apply, though with somewhat diminished force, to
various other districts of London inhabited by the poorer elasses, especiully
parts of the Holborn Union, of St. Olaves, and St. George’s Union, Southwark,

and

(1 Mr. Riddall Woods evidenee.

(*) First Report Registrar-gencra! on Births, Deaths, &c.; also Journal London Statistical
Society, July 183q,

(') Fide Dr. Arnoits evidence,
384, a
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and to portions of Lambeth, Bermondsey ("), Walworth, Peckham, Vauxhall,
and several other places.

The prevalence of fever and other disorders in these districts is attributed
in great measure to the neglected state of the different localities, and is de-
tailed in Dr. Arnotts evidence, p. 83, applicable more especially to the
crowded eastern parts of London ; viz,

1. Houses and courts and alleys without privies, without covered drains,
and with only open surface gutters, so ill made that the fluid in many places
was stagnant.

2. Large open ditches containing stagnant liquid filth.

3. Houses dirty beyond description, as if never washed or swept, and ex-
tremely crowded with inhabitants.  « Heaps of refuse and rubbish, vegetable
and animal remains, at the bottoms of cloze courts, and in corners.”

In amswer to the question, “ Do yon feel any doubt that the cases of fever
and ill health you noticed arese from some of those causes?"” the answer of
Dr. Arnott is, “ I have not the slightest doubt of it.” Reference was then
made by the Committee 1o the Report to the Poor Law Commissioners before
alluded to, and the question is asked, ** You state remedially at the top of
page 14 " “ We have no doubt that by proper sanatory police regulations,
such as a bourd of health might decide upon, the typhoid fevers of London and
other places might be made to disappear ; and we think the remedial measures
would eost less than it now costs to parishes and public charities to take eare
of the sick, and to provide for the helpless orphans and widows of those who
die.””  “Is that your confirmed opinion ?"  Answer: * Yes, it is.”  This is
stated to be applicable not merely to the crowded district east of London, but
to amy crowded districis of large towns in the realm.

Evidenee of undoubted eredit, and of the most melancholy deseription, has
been laid before Your Committee, showing the neglected and imperfect state
of the sewerage, paving, and cleansing in many parts of London inhabited
chiefly by the working elasses (*) ; and similar evidence applies with more or
less foree to many other great towns, the state of which has been investigated,
as Dublin, Glasgow, Liverpool, Manchester, Leeds, Bradford, &e.

Your Committee do not wish to go here into details as to the miserable and
neglected state of the dwellings of the poorer classes in various distriets of the
metropolis and other large towns, but refer to the evidence for that purpose,
in which statements of the most melancholy and appalling nature will be
found. It will there be scen, that the sewerage, draining, and cleansing is (in
many places inhabited by dense masses of the working classes) greatly neglected ;
that the most necessary precautions to preserve their health in many cases
appears to have been forgotten; that in consequence fevers and other dis-
orders of a contagions and fatal nature are shown to prevail to a very ﬂ]arming
extent, causing wide-spread misery among the famnilies of the sufferers, often
entailing weakness and prostration of strength among the survivors; and
becoming the source of great expense to the parishes and more opulent
classes,

On these points Your Committee would refer to the evidence of Dr. Arnott,
Dr. Southwood Smith, Mr. F. Mozeley, and Messrs, J. Miller, Wagstaffe, Evans,
J. Clarke, J. Wood Wilkes, E. White, Walker, &e. Many details will be
found in the testimony of these gentlemen well worthy the attention of the
Legislature, and exemplifying the severe and extensive evils borne by the
_ humbler classes from neglect of proper sanatory regulations and precautions.
Your

(") Mr. Wapstaffe's evidence ; Mr. Moseley's ditto,
(" Frde evidence of Messrs. Stodhart and Pecke.
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. Your Committee would also refer to the valuable Repuﬂluf Dr. Arnott and
Dr. Kay on the sanatory state of the labouring classes before alluded to, the
cubstance of which has been verified before them on examination (*). They
cannot refrain from quoting a few lines from a paper laid before them by
Dr. Southwood Smith, whose valuable evidence on the state of several distriets
of the east of London will be found well worth perusal. [t is headed, * J\hﬁtrfitt
of a Report on the prevalence of Feverin Twenty Metropolitan Unions, during
the vear 1838,” and is printed in the Appendix. :

Dr. Smith (who has personally inspected the districts allnded to), shows by
Returns stated, that in 20 metropolitan unions, giving nearly 14,000 cases of
fever, above 8,000 were afforded by seven of the unions only, namely, White-
chapel, Lambeth, Stepney, St. George-the-Martyr, Bethnal Green, Holborn,
and St. George-in-the-East.” These are at once the most populous and 1'.!1:3
poorest districis: and it is here that fever is "i' constantly committing its
ravages. It is utterly impossible for any description to concey to the mind an
adequate conception of the filthy and poisonous condition in whick large por-
tions of all these districls constantly remain.”

The Returns how that out of 5,692 cases of typhus in all the 20 unions, 4,002
were yielded by the seven unions specified as pre-cminently malarian distriets.

Dr. Smith continues: “ It appears that out of 77,000 persons who have
received parochial relief, 14,000 have been attacked with fever ; one-ffth part
of the whole ; and that 1,300 have died. It should be borne in mind that
there is no disease which brings so much affliction on a poor man's family as
fever ; it commonly attacks the heads of the family, upon whose daily labour
the subsistence of the family depends.”” The present Returns afford melan-
«choly eviden ¢ of the pauperising influence of this wide-spreading and mortal
disease. They show that while o.’ue—_ﬁﬂﬁ. of ithe whole pawper population in the
year in question was altacked with fever, in Bethnal Green the proportion was
one-third, in Whitechapel it was nearly one-half, and in 8t. George-the- Martyr
it was 1,276 out of 1,467,

“ Placing out of consideration {continues our benevolent informant) the
suffering of the individual attacked with fever, which however is one of the
most painful maladies to which the human being is subject ; placing out of
view also the distress brought upon all the members of the family of the sick,
it is plain that this disease iz one of the main causes of pressure upon the
poor-rates, That pressure must continue, and the same large sums of money
must be expended year after year for the support of families afflicted with
fever, as long as those dreadful sources of fever which encompass the habita-
tions of the poor are allowed to remain. They would not, they could not be
allowed to remain, if their nature were really understood, and if the ease with
which the most urgent of them might be removed were known.

 But there do not appear to be any practicable means of removing them
without legislative interference ; and if the care of the publie health be a part
of the duty of the Legislature; if in the metropolis unions, which alone
include a population of 851,000 souls, it be certain that conditions exist which
are abzolutely incompatible with the publie health, and which conditions are
to a very considerable extent removable ; and if it shall be found that similar
conditions exist in all the large towns in Great Britain, here would seem to be
a proper and legitimate field for the exercise of legislative wisdom and power.”

The prevalence of fevers and other diseases arvising from neglect of due
sanatory regulations, is by no means confined to the populons districts of the
metropelis above deseribed ; but the same causes appear to produce the same

effects,

("} Reports on the Sanatory State of the Labouring Classes, &e. 1830,
384. a4
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effects, in a greater or less degree, in all our great towns(*).  Insome of them
these evils, and the misery consequent upon them, is much increased by peculiar
faults in the form and econstruction of the humble dwellings of the poorer
classes. This scems owing to the want of all proper regulations in any
general Building Act, applicable to the poorer class of houses in these crowded
districts, for preserving due space and ventilation,

Thus in Liverpool there are upwards of 7,800 inhabited cellars, oceupied by
upwards of 38,000 persons, being one-fifth of all the working elasses in that
great town; and an account of undoubted veracity states, “ that the great
proportion of these inhabited cellars were dark, damp, confined, ill-ventilated,
and dirty.”

In Manchester also, nearly 15,000 persons, being almost 12 per cent. of the
working population, live in cellars; and in the adjacent town of Salford,
3,300 (*). Such an habitation must almost necessarily be unhealthy, as it
implies the impracticability of proper drainage and ventilation.

Another form of construction of houses for the working classes, which Your
Committee considers highly injurious to the health of the inmates, prevails
extensively in many large towns (%), and especially in Liverpool; viz. the posi-
tion of rows of small houses in close courts, built up at the sides and end,
and having only one entrance, frequently under a narrow archway.

The evils arising from this cause are much increased when it is found, as
in Liverpool, that it is combined with another error in the eonstruction of rows
of these houses, viz. that they are placed back to back, s0 as to exelude the
possibility of thorough ventilation.

It has been stated to Your Committee, that there are in Liverpool about
2,400 courts, chiefly of this construction, containing an estimated population
of about 86,000 of the working classes, in addition to 38,000 living in
cellars(*).  Independent of this faulty construetion, so injurious to the health
of the inhabitants, the state of most of these courts is deseribed as almost
utterly neglected, with no underground sewers, and no attention to cleansing,
with no inspection of amy kind, and the surface gutters frequently almost
choked with filth.

These courts are thus described by Dr. Duncan, an intelligent physician
resident at Liverpool : —* Very few have an entrance wider than four feet, and
that is by an archway built over it; the width is from 9 to 15 feet between
the rows; there is one only six feet. The backs of the houses in one court
are built against the backs of houses in another court ; at the further end there
is generally an ash pit between two privies; they are in the most abominable
state of filth(*).”

It is searvecly possible to conceive any construction more prejudieial to the
health of the inhabitants,

“ The stench arising from these eauses is such, in some of the courts, as to
render it almost impossible to remain for any time in them.”

The great mortality of Liverpool is noticed("), and a question is asked, ** Do
vou know whether fevers have prevailed in Liverpool?” to which the answer

15, * Yes, fever is the great complaint of these people.”
Does

('} As to Glasgaw, Mr, Symons's evidence : Liverpool, Dr. Duncan’s; Leeds, Dr. William-
gon's ; Manchester, Mr. Roberton's letter, &e, &e.; Mr. Fletcher's evidence.

(*) Report of Statistical Society of Manchester, 1838 ; Mr. Cobden's evidence ; Mr. Riddall
Wood's ; Dr. Duncan's,

(*) Fide Mr. Pennethorne’s evidence as to parts of London ; Riddall Wood's, as to courts in
Hull, &c.

{(*s Dr. Duncan'’s evidence; Mr. Riddall Wood ; Report Statistical Seciety of Manchester.

(*y Evidence, p. 142, Fude Plate, showing the form of these close courts,

(3 In 1830, one in 33 §: Dr. Duncan, 2428
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“ Does that arise in any measure from the want of ventilation and cleanliness
in these dwellings?—A. There can be no doubt of that; I found fever most
prevalent in those districts where there is most neglect of cleanliness and
ventilation.”

* (Can you give any facts with respect to any particular loealitics where fever
has been for a length of time, or where it frequently prevails 7—ad. 1 can
state the average number of cases of fever attended annually by the dispen-
saries, and the proportion of those occurring in courts ; the average number
during the last five years was upwards of 5,000, exclusive of the cases oceur-
ring among the members of clubs and friendly societies, of which there are
many in Liverpool ; that is about one in 35 in all classes of the population ;
that in the courts is about two-fifths, and between one-half and one-quarter in
the cellars (7).”

Again, it is said, * The proportion of cases of fever oceurring among the
inhabitants of cellars iz about 35 per cent. more than it ought to be, caleu-
lating the proportion of the inhabitants of the cellars to the whoele population ;
the mortality of Liverpool was last year one in 3347

It appears that this kind of property is constantly inereasing; is a very pro-
fitable and tempting investment ; is the cause of great cost to the community,
but contributes but little to the parochial burthens (*), as it is stated there are
16,800 cottages in the parish of Liverpool assessed under 12/ per annum, and
of that number only 900 contribute to the rates, and their contribution is
700l on a levy of 10,0004

Your Committee would pause, from the sad statements they have been
obliged to make, to observe, that it is painful to contemplate, in the midst of
what appears an opulent, spirited, and flourishing community, such a vast
multitude of our poorer fellow subjeets, the instruments by whose hands these
riches were ereated, condemned, for no fault of their own, to the evils so Jjustly
complained of, and placed in situations where it is almost impracticable for
them to preserve health or decency of deportment, or to keep themselves and
their children from moral and physical contamination ; to require them to be
clean, sober, cheerful, contented, under such circumstances would be a vain
and unreasonable expectation (*). There is no building Act to enforce the
dwellings of these workmen being properly constructed ; no draining Act to
enforce their being efficiently drained ; no general or local rezulation to
enforce the commonest provisions for cleanliness and comfort.

It appears to Your Committee, that where sueh evils are found to follow
from the neglect or inability in these respects of loeal anthorities, that it is the
duty of the Lugiﬁi:ﬂun-. to take efficient steps to protect so numerous and valu-
able a portion of the community.

These evils, arising from the maleonstruction and erowded state of their
dwellings ; the absence aof a gt:—ud system ol sewerage, and all adequate
inspeetion and cleansing of the courts and alleys in which they reside, are
found to exist in like manner in many parts of the metropolis, in Manchester,
Leeds, Bradford, Glasgow, and other large towns.

Thus,

(") Dre. Duocan; pe 143-

(*) Fage 145.

(*) With these facts before us, it is not surprising that the number of reckless pnd wortlilesa
characters should be considerable in Liverpool, viz. 1 in 45 of the whole population. ‘The cost of
those living on the public, aad by other than honest means, is caleulaed annually at ne less than
qu,000 L— Fide Report of Commissioners on Constabulary Foree, 1538, p. 18,

384. Is

0B,

240,
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Thus, in Manchester, the eapital as it may be called of the eotton trade ('),
with a population of not less than 240,000 nearly 15,000 (*) of the poorer in-
habitants, constantly inhabit eellars. Though the habitations of the working
classes are deseribed as better than those of Liverpool, the want of proper
building regulations, and any effectual sewerage and cleansing, as applicable to
the localities inhabited by the workmen, is most justly complained of (%).

Your Committee would here beg to quote a few lines from an able letter,
which will be found in the Appendix, written by J. Roberton, esij. an eminent
surgeon, residing at Manchester, to the Chairman. After adverting to the
former disgraceful state of the streets and drains, he bears testimony to the
zeal of the authorities in carrying on salutary improvements in these respects,
“ especially when it is known that no street can be paved and sewered without
the consent of the owners of property, unless a eertain large proportion of the
land on either side is built upon. Owing to this cause, =everal important streets
remain to this hour disgraceful nuisances.

* Manchester,” continues the writer, “ has no Building Act, and henee, with
the exception of certain central streets, over which the Police Act gives the Com-
missioners power, each proprictor builds as he pleases. New cottages, with or
without cellars, huddled together, row behind row, may be seen springing up
in many parts.  With such proceedings as these the authorities cannot inter-
fere. A cottage row may be badly drained, the streets may be full of pits,
brimful of stagnant water, the receptacles of dead dogs and cats, yet no one
may find fault.

* The uumber of cellar-residences you have probably learned, from the
papers published by the Manchester Statistieal Society, is very great in all
quarters of the town (*); and even in Hulme, a large portion of which eonsists
of cottages recently erected, the same practice is continued. That it is an evil
must be obvious, on the slightest consideration; for how can a hole underground,
of from 12 to 15 feet square, admit of ventilation, =0 as to fit it for a human
habitation 7" “ We have no authorized inspector of dwellings and streets,”

After remarking that, when well fed, the families of working people main-
tain their health in a surprising manner, even in cellars and other close dwel-
lings, Lie states, * That in 1833, 1834, 1835, 1836 (years of prosperity), the
number of fever cases admitted into the Manchester House of Recovery,
amounted to only 421 per annum; whilst, in two pinching years, 1838 and
1839, the number admitted was 1,207 per annum.”

“ Itis,” adds this benevolent gentleman, * in such a depressed state of the
manufacturing districts as at present exists, that unpaved and badly sewered
streets, narrow alleys, close, unventilated courts and cellars, exhibit their
malign influence in augmenting the sufferings which that greatest of all
phivsical evils, want of sufficient food, inflicts on young and old in large towns,
bt especially on the young.”

* Manchester,” he adds, “has no publie park, or other ground where the
population can walk and breathe the fresh air, and, in this respeet, is disgrace-
fully defective, more so, perhaps, than any town in the empire (*).”

"y Theamount of property ratesble to the relief of the poor in the borouwgh of Manchester is
821,930 L—Fide leturn to Paclinment as to Police, &e.; May 1840, No. 311,

(*} 14,0900, being 11 § per cent, of the working population ; and in the adjeining town of Sal-
ford, 3,335, being 8 per cent., p. 107-8, I, Cobden's evidence.

(*) Fide Report on the State of the Working Classes in o large Manufaetering District, the sub-
stantinl aecuracy of which necount was verified before Your Committee, p. 107, and which com.-
prises an account of towns inhabited by above 322,000 persons, including Manchester, Salford,
Bury, Ashton, Staleybridge, and Dukinfield. Fide also Mr. Fletcher's evidence, 120y, &o.

() 14000,  Fide ante.

() Mr. Loberton’s letter, in the Appendix.
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Your Committee have dwelt longer on the state of Manchester and Liver-
pool than they should otherwise have done, because these great towns are so
much supported by, and connected with, the cotton manufacture, which em-
ploys a greater amount of capital and workmen than any other in this empire,
or, perhaps, in any quarter of the globe, and which is rapidly increasing in
importance, and the number of persons occupied in it is constantly aug-
menting.

It seems alike a matter of duty and policy in the Legislature to take care
that the industrious classes, by whose hands the great riches derived from
this trade are chicfly formed, should be protected from evils (such as have
been deseribed), by the Government and the more opulent ranks, who owe so
much to their unwearied exertions.

If from the great towns connected with the cotton trade Your Committee
turn their attention to those where the population is chiefly employed in the
woollen manufactures (the second in point of extent), they regret to have to
report, that the evidence adduced before them shows nearly the same neglect
as to any effective regulations to provide for the comfort, or insure the health
of the labouring community.

Thus, in Leeds, with a population of above 80,000 persons(®), the state of the
streets, conrts, and dwellings inhabited by the working classes appears greatly
neglected ; paving, sewerage, and cleansing (as applicable to the health and
comfort of these workmien) seem seldom thought of, and never enforeed.

The Report of the Statistical Committee of the Town Council of Leeds,
giving a detailed acecount of the state of the town, has been fully confirmed by
Dr. Williamson, a physician long resident in Leeds, and well acquainted with
the factz; the details are given in evidence, p. 96, &e. A few extracts will
give a sample of the rest.

Referring to the condition of ome ward (a populons district) the question is
put: ¢ All the streets and dwellings in this ward are stated to be more or less
deficient in sewerage, unpaved, full of holes, with deep channels formed by
the rain intersecting the roads, and annoying the passengers, sometimes ren-
dered untenantable by the overflowing of sewers and other more offensive
drains, with ash-holes, &e. exposed to publie view, and never emptied; or
being wholly wanting, as is frequently the case, the refuse is accummulated
in cellars, piled against the walls, or thrown into the streets; is that an aceu-
rate deseription 7—A. It is an accurate description of the condition of the
streets.”

Referring to one neglected and filthy locality, the witness says, © From that
yard I have reason to know cases of malignant fever are continually sent to
our Fever Hospital.” The distriet called the North East Ward (in which out
of 16,269 inhabitants, 15,309 are of the working classes) is thus deseribed :
As containing mumerous streets, * having dangerous excavations, bad drainage,
little or no sewerage, here and there pieces of stagnant water, ash-holes
exposzed, out offices, without doors or seats, very unsafe,” ke,

Similar or worse accounts are given of various other districts, detailing the
evils arising from houses built in close eourts, often back to back, frequently
with no thorough draught of air, without any conveniences for cleanliness or
decency, with no effective drainage, inspection, or system of paving or
cleansing.

The general conclusion of the Town Couneil is: * That the greater part of
the town is in a most filthy condition, which demands an immediate remedy,
a remedy which does not seem attainable under any local Act now cxistinf},

(i1

':“-:‘L 123,390 in the lewn and libertics of Leeds in 1831, and the increase has been very great
gince that time .
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but calls for an especial enactment, which is doubtless required (they say) not
only by Leeds, but more or less by every town in the empire,”

After referring to the evils constantly arising from the bad construction and
position of their dwellings, the witness is asked : © Would it not then be of the
first consequence to the welfare of the working classes, that there should be
some general regulation laid down, cither in a general Building Act or some
Act generally applicable, not for interfering with the ordinary construction of
houses, but for preventing their being built in sach a form and manner as
experience has shown is highly detrimental to the health of the poorer inha-
bitants ?”"—To which Dr. Williamson replies: * The working classes are now
exposed to the eupidity and defective arrangements of their landlords, and
they appear to me to require the protection of some such general enactment
to remedy the evils.”  The necessity and praeticability of such a remedy is
spoken to by several other witnesses and experienced builders (%).

The witness having stated that Leeds lad doubled its population within
30 years, is asked, * During that time it appears from the report which yvou
have confirmed, that no due provision and regulation has been made with
respect to drainage, sewerage, and cleansing, ventilation and building, and for
the supply of water for this vast community ?— 4. Certainly not.” And the
witness then expresses his opinion of the necessity of legislative assistance,

Your Committee have inqguired into the state of several other densely-
peopled towns, and refer to the evidence given respeeting them, not thinking:
it necessary to enter into detail more than by stating, that they all appear to
stand in need, more or less, of measures caleulated to enforee sanatory regula-
tions for the benefit of the humbler classes (7).

Your Committee are, however, happy to remark, that the great town of Bir-
mingham, inhabited by so many industrious mechanics, so long celebrated
for their skill and ingenuity, appears to form rather a favourable contrast, in
several particulars, with the state of other large towns.

The nature of the l_-mlhil::l_!r‘lmr:lt gﬂimmlly appears not in_juriuuﬂ to health ;
the general custom of each family living in a separate dwelling is conducive
to comfort and cleanliness, and the good site of the town, and the dry and ab-
sorbent nature of the =oil, are very great natural advantages. Still there are
many regulations of great conzequence to the health and comfort of the inha-
bitants which appear neglected (*), to some of which Your Committee will
advert in the remedies they recommend. Some sanatory regulations respect-
ing the common lodging-houses appear absolutely necessary for the safety of
the community (*).

In addition to their inquiry into the state of many of the large towns of
England, Your Committee also directed their attention to the condition of
Dublin and Glasgow. With respect to the former, although many improve-
ments may be m.u]i:,r and additional sanatory regulations are absolutely neces-
sary, the rdo not think it necessary to do more than direct attention to the able
evidence of Dr. Maunsell respecting it, containing many valuable suggestions.

With regard to Glasgow, however, they are sorry to observe that the details
are of the most melancholy and afflicting nature. An intelligent witness, who
has had every means of knowledge, states, * that penury, dirt, misery, drunk-

enmess,

s e

{*) Fide evidence of Mr. J. White, Mr. Allason, Mr. Green, Mr. Cubitt, &e.

(") Vide evidence as to Bolten, population go,000, Mr, Ashworth; Ashton, Staleybridge, oml
Dukinficld, population Gopoo, Mr, Niddall Wood, Are. Ashton; Bradford, population goooo,
Mr. Ellison, Dr. Williamson.

{*) ‘Ihere sre many houses built back to hack in the Dordersley district.-—Fide Riddall Wood's
evidener, 2250, &e,

{*) Evidence of Mr. Hodson, Riddall Wood, ng to [lull, &e., po 1400
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enness, disease, and erime culminate in Glasgow to & pitch unparalleled in
Great Britain.”  And in another place, © I did not believe, antil I visited the
wynds of Glasgow, that so large an amount of filth, crime, misery, and
disease existed in one spot in any civilized country.”

The witness was accompanied by the magistrates and heads of the police,
and deseribes the want of ventilation, sewerage, cleansing, and attention to
the health of the poorer inhabitants in the lower parts of the town as most
grievous in its effects.  The result iz summed up in the following terms:—
« Such being the state of things () in large districts of Glasgow, it is not sur-
prising that the awwmber of persons who died last year was 10,270, being at
the vate of one in 245 to the whole population, or that out of that number
2,180 died of typhus fever, whick never leaves Glasgow.” These melancholy
details, which ean searcely be read without shuddering, arve amply confirmed
by Dr. Cowan, a physician resident in the town, whose work, called * Vital
Statistics,” has been laid before Your Committee, and itz general aceuracy
proved. It is there swated, and confirmed in evidenee, that the rate of mor-
tality in Glasgow has increased most rapidly, and is thus given in round
numbers: 1821, 1in 39; 1831, 1 in 30; 1835, 1 in 20 ; 18388, 1 in 26 ; thus
showing the frightful increase from 1 in 39 to 1 in 26 in 17 years(*).

And, again, it is shown that the mortality in children under 10 years of
age has risen from 1 in 75 in 1821 to 1 in 458 in 1839,  “ Fever, it is stated,
has been gradually increasing in the city of Glasgow, and its victims consti-
tute within a fraction of 55 out of every 100 patients treated in our hospitals.”
“ This increase has been during a period of great prosperity.” The report
quoted goes on to say, * We may safely assume that the 12,895 individuals
treated in the fever hospitalz during the last seven years, all, with few excep-
tions, depending on their daily labour, and extending the benefit of that labour
to others, were out of employment for a period of six weeks.”

Dr. Cowan adds, * The mortality bill of 1837 exhibits a rate of mortality
inferring an intensity of misery and suffering unequalled in Britain, and not
surpassed in any town we are acquainted with on the Continent of Europe.”
Remedial measures are suggested in the following words: “ A few thousand
pounds judiciously expended in opening up the districts most densely popu-
lated, and in other obvious ways, would greatly tend to alleviate the pressure
of our heaviest municipal tax, the fever tax.”

Your Committee would now turn from the melancholy details, a portion of
which they have thought it right to insert in their Report, and would state
generally, that although the main evils complained of, and proved before
them, appear to arize from the want of any regulations as to buildings and
ventilation, and the deficiency in sewerage, cleansing, and other sanatory pro-
visions, yet there appears to be some important improvement necessary refer-
able to especial sources of illness in certain districts, as particularly, 1st, The
existence of burial places in the midst of populous neighbourhoods (*).

2d, Local nuisances from some noxious business, affecting the health of the
vieinity (*).

3d, The neglected and dangerons state of low lodging-houses, frequented
by a wretched and migratory population, who often carry fever and other dis-
orders into distant distriets (*).

Independent

——i
— o —

(") It appeared two-thirds of the children between 3 and 12 received no instructicn wlatever,
1101,

(¥} J. C. Symons, p. 63, Q. 1114,

(*) Vide 3Mr. Walker's evidener, also Dr, Arnott's.

{*) Fide Mr. Moseley's testimony.

] f"rdr. statement of Mr. Riddall Wood, Hedsan, Dr. Williamson, &c.
384. b3
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Independent of the physical evils to the working classes arising from the
causes hefore adverted to, Your Committee are desirons to express the strong
opinion they entertain, confirmed by the testimony of many of the witnesses
examined, that the dirt, damp, and discomfort zo frequently found in and about
the habitations of the poorer people in these great towns, has a most pernicious
and powerful effect on their moral feelings, induces habits of recklessness and
disregard of cleanliness, and all proper pride in personal appearance, and
thereby takes away a strong and useful stimulus to industry and exertion (*).

The wife, hopeless of being able to make hiz home comfortable to her
husband, abandons all endeavours for the purpose, neglect leads to neglect,
recrimination follows reproof, and their children are bronght up amidst dirt
and wretchedness, with the example of constant domestic disputes before them.
Nor can it be doubtful to those who trace the effects of such causes, that the
humbler classes are often indueed or driven by the want of comfort at home,
and by the gloomy prospect around them, to have recourse to dram-drinking,
the fertile parent of innumerable ills (7).

Your Committee have thus laid before The House an imperfect abstract of
the facts proved hefore them in evidence, showing the neglect of due sanatory
regulations applicable to improve the health and inerease the eomfort of great
bodies of the poorer classes,

They have traced a few of the more prominent evils which appear to spring
from this neglect, and have endeavoured to show the ill effects produced by
these causes in degrading the character of their humbler fellow-subjects, in
producing crime, disease, and discontent, and in counteracting in great
measure (as regards the younger portion of the population) those moral and
religions impressions which they might otherwise receive from education
where it is afforded to them (%).

The cost to the country, arising from these combined causes, it might be
difficult to estimate with exactness, but there can be no doubt that it is
enormous. Thus it is estimated that every person in the Fever Hospital
(12,895 in seven vears) in Glasgow loses six weeks employment, which, ealeu-
lated at 7. 6d. per week, would amount to 29,004/ lost to the community,
besides the cost of attendance and support; this has been caleulated, where
the patient recovers, at 11, per ease (*), and adds here 12,8951 to the account
of loss; chiefly owing to the want of proper sanatory regulations.

In proportion as the working classes in these great eities (rapidly increasing
every year) and their children are injuriously affected in their physical condi-
tion and their moral characters by the causes alluded to, just in that propor-
tion will their value to the community be diminished, and their cost to the
kingdom increased. The property which the ecountry has in their useful
labours will be so far lessened, and the unproductive uutla\ necessary to main-
tain and restrain them so far augmented.

This consideration will not be thought beyvond the provinee of Your Com-
mittee when it is remembered that in the remedies they propose some outlay
of expense must necessarily oceur; yet on refleetion it is hoped that they will
be justified in the conclusion they have come to, that ultimately a great saving
to the community will thereby take place; and even were that not the case,
that some such measures are urgently ealled for, as claims of humanity and

Justice

") On this peint see the evidence of Drs, Duucan, Williamson, Arnott, 5. Smith, Maunsell,
Fletcher, &c.

"y The increase of consumptior. of spirits in Great Britain and Treland has been from 5,200,000
gallons in 1817, to 29,200,000 in 18z7: and the number of criminal commitments in England
and Wales from 4,600 in 18035, to 22,000 in 1838, — Fide Teturns to Parliament.

(%) Fide evidence of medical men examined ; alzo Messrs. Pennethorne, 2885, and Fletcher

"t Report un Sunatory State of Labouring Closses about the Metropolis, p. G.
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justice to great multitudes of our fellow men, and as necessary not less for the
welfare of the poor than the safety of property and the security of the rich (').

RemEeDbies.

The remedies which Your Committee would propose in order to carry out
the spirit of  Sanatory Regulations for the benefit of the Inhabitants of the
Great Towns of the Realm,” are several ; some of a prospective, and others of
a retrospective operation.

The first measure they recommend is, a general Building Act, applicable to
towns now, or at any future time, comprizing a certain amount of population ;
laying down regulations respecting the construction of certain rates of houses
(well understood among builders) which are fitted for the dwellings of the
working classes.

The regulations would be framed o as to interfere no farther with every one’s
right to manage lis own property than was necegsary to protect the health of
the community ; nor would they extend beyond what the necessity of that
urgent duty of Government justified. Such regulations would fall strictly
under that rule of public law universally acknowledged, which lays down as
a maxim, * Sic wfere fuo wi non alicnem ledas”

These regulations would forbid and prevent such forms of construction spe-
cified, as experience and undoubted testimony show to be inconsistent with
health. These would embrace,

1. Cellar dwellings, unless with arcas in front and back, and with sewers
below the level of the floors,

2, Rows of houses erected in close courts, built up at the end.

3. Rows of dwellings built back to back, so0 as to prevent any thorough ven-
tilation.

These regulations so far would be of a preventive character, and would not
otherwise interfere with the discretion of builders.

There are, however, a few other rules which ought to be mtroduced mto
such an Act; one of the most important is, to require that before and behind
every row of houses of this description a certain space should be left open,
proportioned to the height of the houses, What this proportion should be
would be matter of comsideration. Experienced builders, who have given
evidence before Your Committee (and who are unanimous in opinion as to the
necessity of such a provision) (*), differ slightly as to details, one proposing the
gpace in front should be the height of the houses themselves, whilst another
thinks two-thirds might be sufficient ; and in like measure with regard to the
space necessary to be left open at the back of these small houses.

Some provisions have likewizse been suggested as proper to be inserted in a
Building Act, which might insure to these humble classes of houses such con-
veniences as are absolutely necessary for health and decency, and such recep-
tacles for refuse, ashes, &ec., as cannot be dispensed with consistent with clean-

liness

") * The mortality of cities in England and Wales,” says a valuable authority, * is high, bot
it may be much reduced. A good general system of sewers, the intersection of the dense erowded
districts of the metropolis by a few spacious strests, aud a park i the east el of London, would
prebably diminish the anneal deaths by several thousands, prevent many yeurs of sickness, and
add several years to the lives of the entire population, Similar improvements would have the same
effect in the other cities of the empire ; the poorer classes would be benefitad by these measures,
and the poor-rates reduced. But all classes of the community are directly interested in their adoption,
for the epidemics which arise in the cast ead of the town do ot stay there; they travel o the west
‘;:"Js “"Id prove fatal in wide strects amd squares”—DMer. Fare, Appendix to Iteport of Registrar
-AGeneral.

(") Fide evidence of Messrs. White, Smith, Cubitt, Allason, &e.
354, b 4
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liness and comfort. There should also be a sufficient underground drain eom-
municating with the common sewer.

Some other beneficial provisions may probably be sanctioned as proper for
a general Building Act; but these are the only new provisions which appear
to Your Committee essentially necessary for the welfare of the working classes.

Regulations as to the thickness of party walls, to hinder the spread of fives,
and others to prevent overhanging projections and dangerous chimneys, are
now in the Building Act applicable to the metropolis, and probably in some
provincial Acts, and would of course be necessary.

In these suggestions Your Committee have kept in view the poliey of inter-
fering as little as possible with private property, and no farther than the strict
necessity of the case justified.

There iz in the evidence abundant proof of the absolute want of some such
provisions, and of the wide-spread evils and misery resulting from their
negleet.  They are in the nature strictly of sanatory regulations, and are only
the fulfilment of one of the first duties of a humane Government, to protect
those who cannot protect themselves ().

It is matter of deep regret to Your Committee that some such Act as they
suggest did not engage the attention of Parliament at the beginuing of the
century, before our great towns were so denzely populated, and so many
dwellings for the working classes had been built in contraveution of the pro-
pused rules; had such been the case, they cannot doubt but much of the dis-
comfort and sufferings which have been detailed before them would have been
prevented,

Your Committec are informed that some years since a general Building
Aet, which would probably have contained some regulations like those they
recommend, was under the consideration of the Government; but, amid the
changes which subsequently took place, was laid aside (*).

The obvious necessity of some such enactment, arising from the evils detailed
before Your Committee, might perhaps justify them in simply but earnestly
recommending it to the consideration of Parliament; but feeling, as they do,
the great importance of its speedy adoption for the benefit of a rapidly increas-
ing and valuable class of their humbler fellow-subjects, they are induced to
consider and reply to some objections which might be brought against it.

It may be said, that such regulations as have been spoken of, forbidding
buildings being erected in certain forms considered prejudicial to health, is an
interference with private property. This is doubtless the case, but appears to
be amply justified on the plea of the general good ; and the same necessity is
constantly held to justify similar interference, in various Acts of Parlinment
for the construction of roads, railways, canals, and in the enforeement of
regulations regarding police, quumntim.-, &

A more serions objection is, that such regulations, by throwing some diffi-
culties in the way of erecting closely-packed dwellings for the working classes,
would render them dearer than at present, and inerease the difficulty which
they often find to procure habitations in populous cities.  With respeet to such
part of the proposed regulations as would insure a better arrangement of
dwellings on the same space (as by insuring conrts and streets to be open at
each end), this objection would not apply. But undoubtedly the effect of
some of the rules suggested for a Building Act would be to improve the
dwellings of the working classes, but at a greater cost than before.

The evidence, however, of experienced builders leads Your Committee to
believe that this cost would net be very materially inereased by prospective

regulations

—=

{*) Fide evidence of Messr=. J. White, Pennsthorue, T. Allazo, Smith, Cubitt, &e. ; Drs. Dunean,
Willinneson, &, {" Fide Mr. J. White's evidence.
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regulations of the mature described. The cost of a little increased space of
ground before it is built upon, and before additional value is given to it by the
proximity of manufactories, shops, roads, and streets, is very different and
much less than afterwards; but the rules suggested would apply to it when
open, and thus comparatively of less cost(").

The outlay on the houses themselves in construction and materials (which
are the main points of cost) might be the same, whether there are 20 or 15 on
the same number of square yards; yet the effect on the health and comfort of
the inmates would be very different in one case from the other. 5till it must
be admitted, that if a larger space of ground is required for a given number
of dwellings, and they are constructed in a better and more costly manner,
and have appendant to them some convenienees which they are now without,
that the rent to be paid for them wmust be somewhat higher ; but Your Com-
mittee assert with confidence, that this addition will be amply compensated to
the working classes by the additional convenience and comfort they will enjoy,
and that they will gain in freedom from disease, which now so frequently
attacks them and their children, a saving greatly exceeding their outlay (°).
The chief property of these persons is their labour. The evidence shows
how often this is interrupted by fevers and other disorders, arising from the
causes adverted to. Regulations, therefore, which may protect them from
these evils, and allow them the uninterrupted advantage of the wages derived
from their labour, would more than make up to them some augmentation of
rent.

It must be borne in mind that without some such improvement in the con-
struction of his dwelling, and the conveniences appendant to it, as are sug-
gested, it is almost impossible for a working man’s home to be made comfort-
able, or to have any attractions for him, or that he can in any way make the
most of his daily earnings, and he is thereby driven to drinking as a resouree,
as is stated by many witnesses examined.

Another remedial measure, which appears to Your Committee absolutely
neceszary to facilitate proper sanatory regulations in great towns, is a general
Act for the sewerage of these densely-peopled communities.

At present these Acts are partiul in their operation and extent, varying in
their provisions, and very defective in the powers they give.

A reference to the evidence collected by Your Committee will show how
great has been the neglect of the sewerage and drainage in some of the most
densely-peopled parts of London, and the large provineial towns, and how
much misery and disease have been entailed on the poorer classes of inlabi-
tants in consequence. It cannot be denied, however, that considerable atten-
tion has been directed to this point within the last 12 years, and that great
improvements have been effected during that period; still the want of any
general system of operation, and the defective powers possessed by the com-
missioners, both in the metropoliz and country towns, in which they have been
established by local Acts, have altogether prevented the extension and con-
struction of sewers upon a scale commensurate with the inerease of population.
Your Committee cannot help repeating their eonviction, that, in addition to the
physical evils which this want of the means of carrying off the refuse and impu-
rities from their dwellings entails upon the poorer classes, it is impossible to
deny, from the evidence before them, that their moral habits are affected by the

saine

{*) Pide Mr. Cubitt's evidence, and Mr. Smith's.

(%) The improvement of their general character would make them better tenants, less likely to
injure their habitations, more punctual in their payments, and by giving less trouble, and Tequiring
less watching, compensating for some linle additional outlay,

384. c
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same causes. That a constant residence in a tainted and polluted atmosphere,
whilst it predisposes them to discase, and renders them less able to repel its
attacks, also produces a degradation of moral character, an indifference to the
common decencies of life, and an utter recklessness of all those comforts which
persons in their station might be expected to enjoy ().

The effect of this utter prostration of energy, and of all the better feelings of
the mind, has been to reduce muoltitndes, 'ﬁlm lmghr. otherwize have passed with
credit through their humble spheres, to have recourse to ardent spirits as a
desperate alleviation of their wretchedness; and Your Committee need hardly
point out, how surely this irresistible temptation leads, step by step, to habitual
dizsipation and debauchery (*).

Your Committee are perfectly aware, that wherever large masses of the
labouring orders are eollected together in towns, it is almost hopeless to enforee
that strict attention to household cleanliness which is maintained amongst
those of the same rank in roral districts; but it is for this very reason, and to
counteract this unfortnate tendency to a neglect of cleanliness and comfort,
that Your Committee decm it essential that every practicable means should be
adopted to provide, at all events, against the worst of the evils detailed in
the evidence before them, and, hjl' due Sanatory h:gnlutiﬂm‘:, i ptace the
peorer classes in a condition to avail themselves, by a little exertion, of those
conveniences which txiiul'i[rlltzu has prnw-.:l necessary to remove the accoumu-
lated impurities of large towns.

In pursuance of these prineiples, and with the view of affording to the poorer
classes congregated in towns some protection from the evils to which, from
the coniined nature of their ﬂ\".‘(:"i!?l]:_'_'ﬁ, and the t}u]flilﬂtj' of EIIEUIIIHWI‘S, ﬂ.lﬂ]l'
are frequently exposed, Your Committee are of opinion that it would be ad-
visable to establish, in every town containing a population of a certain amount,
a Board of Health, whose duty it should be to examine into such circum-
stances and occurrences within their distriet as are prejudicial to the general
health of the inhabitantz ; to call the attention of the Commissioners of
Sewers, and any other local authorities that might he concerned, to =uch
nuisances, and to devise and suggest remedies(”). They should report their
proceedings annually to the Lcmral Board of Health, if such a Board be
constituted, and if not, to the Seerctary of State for the Home Depart-
ment, for presentation to Parliament, by which means publicity would be
inzured to their proceedings, and much useful information collected and
diffused.  These Boards of Health might be appointed by the Boards of
Guardians, or by the Town Councils in corporate towns, or directly by the
rate-payers.

It is obvions that a portion of such Boards should always consist of members
of the medical profession, and Your Committee are inclined to think, that a
class of persons peeuliarly pointed out by the nature of their avocations for a

(duty of this sort, are the practitioners attached to the Poor Law Unions, who,
being in the daily habit of visiting the most destitute and neglected portion of

the

(*) It seems almost impossible for a poor but decent family, coming to reside in one of those
elose negleated situations (o frequently deseribed in the Evidenee), to preserve any good habits
which they or their children may have acquired ; evil example, and close contact with those who
are careless as fo appearance, will soon redoce them to the commaon level.

(%) Inthe efficial circolor isssued by the Poor Law Comemissioner on the gth Mareh last, it is
stated, p. 11, that nearly 24 millions (about four times the amount expended in poor-rates) is
annually gpent in ardent spivits, chielly conssmed by the labouring classes; and by a calcolation
made by Mr. I C, Symong, one of the witnesses before your Committee, Q. 1087, it appears that
the quaniity of spirits censumed in England is 7 L pints per head, in Ireland rather more than 13
pints, and in Scotlnnd 23 pints, par head per annum,

(*y Dr. Arnott's Evidence, p. 37.
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the community, must become acquainted with the condition of the localities
in which they reside, and with the prevalence of those disorders which resulc
from the absence of public sanatory regulations.

Such Boards of Health would probably each have a clerk (paid for his ser-
vices), whase duty it would be to make minutes of the proceedings, and give
such returns, in a short tabular form, as might be useful for reference, and
important as affording easy information on a subject of such vital interest to
the people.

The principal duty and object of these Boards of Health would he precau-
tionary and preventive; to turn the public attention to the causes of illness,
and to suggest means by which the sources of contagion might be removed ;
and in this way Your Committee believe a great saving of expense would take
place eventually, and that the necessary ontlay would be compensated by the
diminution, not only of suffering, but of actual cost to the community.

Your Committee have next to suggest that facilities be afforded for the
establishment in towns and newly-extended suburbs of an administrative
authority for drainage and sewerage, without the necessity of ineurring the
expense and delay of a local Act.

This desirable object might be effected by passing an Act for this country,
framed upon similar principles to the 8 Geo, 4,c. 82, which is restricted to
Ireland, and by which, on the requisition of 21 householders, a public meeting
may he called of all the inhabitants of houses rated at 5/ and upwards; this
meeting is empowered to deeide upon the appointment of commissioners in
whom are vested the necessary powers for the eleansing, draining, paving, and
lighting of the town. This Act has been already adopted in about 60 towns
with general satisfaction.  Your Committee think it would be a good arrange-
ment that these rates should be borne by the landlord, and that some facilities
for that purpose should be given.

Your Committee have been informed that doubts exist as to the powers
possessed by some Commissioners of Sewers of constructing new sewers, they
therefore recommend that the continuanee of these doubts be obviated ; and
also that some additional powers, which appear absolutely necessary for reme-
dying the evils which they have stated, be granted to existing Commissions
of Sewers, as well as to those which may hereafter be constituted (7).

1. That of enforcing adequate sewerage for rows or streets of houses which
may hereafter be erected ; the expense of construction to be mainly charged
upon the proprietors of the houses, while that of future repairs will fall upon
the general rate of the district.

2. That of enforcing a communication between private dwellings and the
adjacent main sewer, at the expense of the proprictors of those dwellings, and
the repairs to be placed under the superintendence of the officers employed by
the Commissioners of Sewers.

3. That of prohibiting the sinking of cess-pools below the level of the
main sewers, and any other similar powers which may be deemed necessary
for the publie benefit,

Your Committee believe it would also be of the greatest advantage to the
inhabitants of great towns if an inspector was appointed to enforce the due
execution of samatory regulations.  They think such an officer should (whether
appointed by the rate-payers, or the guardians of the poor whom they have
chosen,) have the power of proceeding by indictment to abate nuisances, an
old remedy of the English law, which, though somewhat in disuse, it seems
quite necessary to revive and extend, to prevent and put down injury to multi-

tudes

(") Fide evidence of Mr. Pecke, 2024 ; Mr. Baker, 1580; Drew, 1519, &e.
|HS4L e
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tudes (). At present, for want of some such guardian of publie rights, [].ﬂr
are continually eneroached upon, and nuizances injurious to the health, com-
fort, and property of the people (especially of the humbler classes) are shown
by the evidence adduced before the Committee to be constantly increasing.
It would be the duty of such an officer to prevent any encroachment on or
diversion of }nghwa_!,%. or open spaces of ground in the enjoyment of the
pubiie.

Your Committee think that the inspector should report from time to time
the state of his district to the Board of Health, constituted as before suggested.

Your Committee have thus given an outline of the principal remedial mea-
sures they propose. They have been obliged to detail these at considerable
length, which is perhaps inseparable from the magnitude and importance of
the subject.

Before, however, they conclude their lhz;mrt they would state that there
are several points of the utmost consequence to the health of the inhabitants of
our great towns, which they content themselves 'u.-it_ll barely c.r|||1mur.-_1t:i|;g,
becanse tllt’}' feel assured that if the remedial suggur'ﬂmis t]u-}' have made were
acted o, these matters would iIIIHlH{Ii:lt[‘.iE be attended to.

Thus, if the legislative enactments suggested were passed, if Boards of
Health and district inspectors were appointed, there ean be little doubt that
these subjects wonld soon attract the attention their importance deserves, and
if legislative aid were wanted, it would in such ease be promptly afforded.

The custom of continuing burying-grounds, crowded with constant
additions of corpses, in the midst of populous cities, is spoken of by several
witnesges as most injurious to health (7).

The importance of an ample and due supply of water within the reach
and means of the humbler classes has been made evident to all who have
attended to the .-;Iilljt:nt, anl ApPeaTs liltilctlmhlj deficient in several IJUI}H_I_DI,IS
and increasing communities,

i, The augmentation of buildings in the vieinities of these erowded cities
scem to eall for provisions to insure some open spaces being preserved, cal-
culated for public walks, essential to the health and comfort of the poorer
claszes, Thizs was adverted to and recommended by the Report of a former
Committee () ; it presses more and more as the population of these great
towns rapidly increases, and man} witnesses have slmkcn of the growing neces-
sity for some such provision (*).

4. Some inspection and power of regulation of the humbler class of lodging-
houses seems absolutely necessary for the health of the people. They are
shown, by evidence before Your Committee, to be now utterly neglected ; that
there are mwany in all our great towns habitually in a filthy condition, . the
abode of fever and ther contagious disorders, destitute of all sanatory regula-
tions, and inhabited from time to time by a migratory and shifting population.
Thus the diseases which are frequently taken in these dirty and ill-ventilated
places are spread about the country, to the manifest danger of the people.

5, Wherever local circumstances give the power to establish public bathing
places for the use of the poorer classes, such a step would be hizghly beneficial,

the

('} Fide coses of nuisance, evidence, Messrs, Moseley and Cubit's.

(%) Fide eepecially Mr. Walker's,

(*} VFide Report of Committee on Pablic Walks in the sicinity of populous Cities, 1832, and
Mr. Fletcher’s evidence, 1316.

(Y The necessidy of some play-grounds adjucent to the schools frequented by the children of the
poorer inliabitants in great eitics, is spoken 1o by alinest every medical witness; the advantage in
moral elfect of relaxation from constant conlinement is insisted on by all whose sttention was
directed to the suliject.
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and the cost in manmfacturing towns, where many steam-engines are em-
ployed, would not, it appears, be considerable (7).

Your Committee have now nearly completed their outline of the sanatory
regulations they recommend to the consideration of Parliament to prevent as
far as practicable the recurrence and increase of cireumstances highly injurious
to the health and comfort of the inhabitants of our great towns and populous
distriets.

‘They cannot, however, conclude the task assigned to them, without endea-
vouring to suggest some method by which the existing evils may be somewhat
removed, and the extent of suffering diminished.

It will be evident toany one who has considered this Report, or looked into
the evidenee on which it is founded, that mueh of the unhealthiness of parti-
cular groups of dwellings, and sometimes of a whole distriet, arises from the
want of some local improvement (*), in the removal of some obstruction to
ventilation or drainage.

Thus, in some of the crowded and unhealthy places described, the opening of
a fresh thoroughfare, giving light and air, would not only remove or abate the
evil, but would give additional value to the property through which it passed.

Sometimes taking down a single house which blocked up the end of a street,
or of one of those miserable courts deseribed in the evidence, would greatly
benefit all the others near (7), and add to their worth much more than their
fair share of the cost of the whole improvement; or the case may be that the
additional value given to the dwellings in the immediate vicinity of the pro-
posed sanatory improvement would very nearly, if fairly estimated, cover the
expense, requiring a small proportion only to be made up from some other
fund.

This supposition may be varied in other ways, and is applicable to other im-
provements of almost any description, by which additional value is given in
different proportions, to private property, and at the same time the salubrity of
the vicinity is increased.

Yet at present, however necessary for health or heneficial to private pro-
perty such improvements may be, they cannot be effected, unless in each spot
there be a special Aet of Parliament for the purpose, which is the ease in very
few places. Where, however, such an Act exists, it is generally applicable
only to particular improvements specified in the Bill; it only extends to cases
where some fund already exists for defraying the expenses, and it gives no
power of assessing the whole district benefited, or of appointing apportioners
to decide in what proportions the immediate vicinity is augmented in value,
and ounght to be assessed in eonsequence. Thus, a single obstinate and un-
reasomable proprietor may, and frequently does, prevent an improvement
beneficial to a whole neighbourhood, and even to himself; but if all the
persons interested be willing to concur in the improvement, there are fre-
quently legal disabilities which prevent their consent being available, as
leases, entails, &e. Sometimes the power of exchange or sale, or long leases
of a small portion of a settled property, would facilitate an improvement

-widely beneficial, but this now requires in each case a separate Act of Parlia-
inent (*).

Viewing, therefore, the necessity and advantage of such local improvements,
and the difficulties which now prevent them, Your Committee beg to recom-

meni

(%) Fide Mr. Sowten’s evidence ; also Mr. Fletcher's, P T4 1305.

() Vide evidence, 1140. 2535, ke, Mr. Pennerhorne’s, p. 170,

(') Vide Dr. Dunean’s evidence, p. 151, 2350, &c.

(il I':jdc Heport of Committee on Public Walks, evidence of Mr. J. White, &e.
384. ¢ 3
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mend the introduction of a general Act (extending to all towns above a cer-
tain population) to facilitate such improvements. They venture to suggest
that such an Act should contain provisions caleulated to obviate the difficulties
pointed out; that it should lay down well-considered regulations as to the forms
of proceeding ; should enable willing parties to earry out beneficial alterations ;
should empower a certain majority (perhaps two-thirds) of the rate-payers of
any district to adopt the provisions of the Act, and bind the minority ;
empower them to choose trustees or commissioners to fulfil the enactments,
raise rates, purchase property, complete improvements, &e.

Your Committee eannot but wish that such an Act, so essential to the
welfare of these densely-peopled districts, should contain clauses to facilitate
the commencement of public improvements necessary for health at the sugges-
tion of the Board of Health, and for this purpese that, under due provisions,
the Board should have the power of ordering surveys and estimates to a
limited amount. Your Committee also think that wherever the Government,
individuals, or any public body shall be willing to provide a certain pro-
portion (as one-fourth or one-third}) of the estimate of any such improvement,
that there should be a power to enable such Commissioners to raise a rate for
the remainder. In this way they believe many spirited and benevolent
persons would generously come forward to assist and stimulate such beneficial
public improvements, which without some such facilities and provisions will
never be made.

How far it might be advisable to enable the Lords of Her Majesty’s Trea-
sury, in certain urgent cascs, to advance on good security loans of Exchequer
Bills to facilitate such improvements, Your Committee will not undertake to
determine.

Your Committee have thus ventured to recommend legislative measures to
assist in the necessary work of laying down and enforcing sanatory regula-
tions for the benefit of the inhabitants of the large towns of this realm. They
cannot conclude this Report, whieh they submit to the consideration of The
House, without most earnestly recommending all those who, by fortune,
station, or trust, are placed in a position to assist in carrying out these views,
to exert themselves to the utmost, and without delay, in aiding the improve-
ment suggested in their several towns and neighbourheods. Whilst Your
Committee is earnestly desirous legislative aid should be given, they are yet
aware, that with zeal, energy, and perseverance much might be done, even
with the present imperfect powers, by individual and combined exertion, to
lay the foundation of measures which wounld afterwards be extended and
perfected to the permanent benefit of the community.

17 June 1840,

e —
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PROCEEDINGS on the Days in which no Witnesses were Examined.

Lunee, 29° die Martii, 1840,

PRESENT.
Mr. slaru!}r. Mr. Richard Walker.
Mr. Gﬁwpﬂn Mr. Baines.
Mr. Ingham. Mr. Brotherton.
Mr. Tulnell. Mr. W. Patten.
Mr. Greene. Mr. J. Ponsonby.

Lord J. Stuart.
Motion made (Lord J. Stuart)—That Mr. Slaney do take the Chair.—Agreed to.
Committee deliberated on course of proceedings.

[Adjourned to Wednesday, Twelve o’clock.

FLune, 15* die Junii, 1840,

I'l;'[r. SrLaney in the Chair,

Mr. Vigors, Mr. Cowper.
Mr. ﬂagwa'fd. Mr. Grm.
Lord J. Stuart. Mr. Tufnell.
Mr. Mackinnon,

Report further considered, and agreed to,

Ordered to report.

384. Cd
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LIST OF WITNESSES.

Mercurii, 25° die Martii, 1840.

Page
Thomas Southwood Smith, s. n. - 1
Jordan Lynch, m. . S s

Mr. Samuel Byles - - - = 1§
Mr. Robert Heelis - - - - o0

Veneris, 27* die Martii, 1840.

Mr. Edward White - - = 25
John Wood Wilkes - - - o8
Mr. John Clarke - = % - &

Neil Arnott, M.n. - - - - 2
Mr. Edward Evans - = -

Me. Matthew French Wagstaffe - 4
Mr. Samuel Miller - - = 2 48
Mr. Francis Moseley - = = 49

Lunee, 30° die Martii, 1840.

Mr. Francis Moseley e TR
Jelinger C. Symons - - - o
Charles Richard Weld, Esq. - - by
Joseph Fletcher, Esq. - - - 69

Mercurii, 10 die Aprilis, 1340'.
Mr. J. W. Unwin - - - - =3

Mr. Berioh Drew - - = - 83
Mr. William Baker, jun. - - - 8

Mr. Joseph Ellison - - - - B
Joseph Fletcher, Esq. - - - g2
Veneris, g0 die Aprilis, 1840,

Dr. James Williamson - - - gfi
Richard Cobden, Esg. - - = 1of
Edmund Ashworth - - - - 108

Lune, 6° die Aprilis, 1840.

Dr. James Williamson - - - 1L
Mr. J. Ellison - - - - - 118

Dr. James Simpson - = -
Johin Riddle Stodhart, Esq. -
Mr. James Pecke - - -,
Mr. John Newman - = =
Mr. James Riddall Wood - -

Mereurii, 8® die Aprilis, 1840.
Mr, James Riddall Wood - -
William Henry Dunean, M. p. -
John White, E.a.q - - =
Thomas Ashton, Esq. - -

Veneriz, 15° die Maii, 1840.
George Smith, Esq. - - -

Lune, 18° die Maii, 1840,
Gmn_:ﬂ Samuel Jenks, m. n. =

Veneris, 22° die Maii, 1840.
James Pennethomne, F.ﬁq. - -
Thomas Allagon, Esq. - -
Joseph Hodgson, BEsq. - -
William Henry Miller, Esg. m. p.

Martis, 26* die Maii, 1840,
Mr. William Sowten - -
George Allved Walker, Faq. -

Veneris, 29" die Maii, 1840,
Heney Maunsell, .. - =
Mr. Thomas Cubitt - - =

Jovis, 4° die Junii, 1840,
Ceorge Allfred Walker, Esq. -

Page

118

121
126
128

1536
141
151
154

156

163

166
172
176
180

183
185




MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.

Mercurii, 25° die Martii, 1840,

MEMBERS PRESENT.

Mr. O'Brien. Mr. Ponsonby.
Mr. Brotherton. Mr. R. A. Slaney.
Mr. Cowper. Lord James Stuart.
Mr. Ingham. Sir Harry Verney.
Mr. Wilson Patten. | Mr. L. Walker.

R. A. SLANEY, Esg. 1~ THE CHaIg.

Thomas Seuthwood Smith, m.p. called in; and Examined.

1. Chairman.] YOU reside at No. 36, New Broad-street, do you not?—I do. 7. 8. Swith, u.v.

2. You are physician to the London Fever Hospital, are you not ?—I am. e

3. You are well acquainted with the state of the dwellings of the poorer 25 March 1850,
classes in the neighbourhood of Bethnal-green and Whitechapel, and the
Hastern part of London 7—Yes, I am very well acquainted with their condition,
for I bave been physician for many years to the Eastern Dispensary, which
extends over a large Burt.iuu of those districts, and I have likewise made a special
examination of both Bethnal-green and Whitechapel, at the request of the Poor
Law Commissioners, and of which I have given them a Report.

4. The Report you speak of is contained in * A Report on the Sanitary State
of the Labouring Classes, as affected chiefly by the Situation and Construction of
their Dwellings in and about the Metrq:oiis"?mYcﬁ-

5. That has been published in the Fourth and Fifth Annual Reports of the Poor H
Law Commissioners, and also in a separate form ?—It has.

6. In turning to that, in page 31 there is a statement of your report upon
those districts; and in the first part of it you state generally the causes of
fever, and the evils arising from the neglect of drainage, sewerage, proper venti-
lation, and the want of cleanliness in the immediate neighbourhood of those
densely-peopled districts 7—Y es.

7. In the sccond paragraph, after adverting to the evils arising from the want
of forethought and prudence, you state, * There are evils of another elass, more
general angdpowerl'ui in their operation, which can be avoided by no prudence,
and removed by no exertion on the part of the poor. Among the gravest, and
at the same time the most remediable of these latter evils, is the exposure to
certain noxious agents generated and accumulated in the localities in which the
poor are obliged to take up their abode, and to the pernicious influence of which
they are cuustnnt]:,', and for the most part unconsciously subjected”; that is
your opinion r—I¢t 1s.

8. Further on, at the bottom of the 32d page, you say that “ The records of
the London Fever Hospital prove indubitably that there are certain localities in
the metropolis and its vieinity which are the constant seats of fever, from which
this disease is never absent, though it may prevail less extensively, and be less
severe In some years, and even in some seasons of the same year than in others” ;
that is your opinion ?—Yes; it is so clearly the case, that if vou were to take
a map and mark out the distriets which are 'jm constant seats of fever in London,
as ascertained by the records of the Fever Hospital, and at the same time com-
pare it with a map of the sewers of the metropolis, you would be able to mark
out invariably and with absolute ccrtaint:,' where the sewers are, and where the
are not, by observing where fever exists, so that we can always tell where the
Commissioners of Sewers have not been at work by the track of fever.

0.47. B 9. You
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9. You might make that out in the same manner as we do zeological dis-
tricts, fever districts, or sewer districts 7—Yes. [In the sewer distriet there is a
most remarkable absence of fever, and in the fever district a most remarkable
absence of sewerage.

10. You proceed to state, that among the most remarkable districts where
it prevails are St. Clement Danes, viz. Drury-lane, White [Tart-yard, Neweastle-
court, Clare-market, and the whole neighbourhood ; St. Giles and St. George,
Bloomsbury, viz. the whole neighbourhood of King-street, Charles-street, Law-
rence-street, Short’s-gardens, Seven-dials, and the lanes leading towards Long-
acre, &ec.; St. Andrew's, Holborn, viz. all the narrow streets, lanes, alleys, and
courts in the Holborn Union; large portions of St. James, Clerkenwell, St.
Luke, Shorediteh, Bethnal-green, Whitechapel, St. George’s in the East,
St:elpnn- ', Tower Hamlets, City of London Union, St. Saviour’s Union, Lam-
beth; St. Mary, Battersea, and Wandsworth Union, &c. In all those distriets
fever prevails more or less, or has done; and, as it would appear from your
statement, the drainage and sewerage has been in.a great measure neglected 7—
Yes, very much negleeted. No common sewers, at least there are no under-
ground sewers going from those narrow courts and alleys into the common one ;
but whatever drainage there is, is mere surface drainage, and often there is
nothing of that even.

11. The negleet of which you speak prevails most amongst the poorest dwel-
lings, where the people, from other circumstances, are less able to sustain them-
selves against any aftection of fever 1—Invariably.

12. Therefore, in the districts where care is the most requisite, and guard
against fever or those maladies arising from putrid substances is most necessary,
it is most neglected E—Exum:!:,', and that is proved by the exact returns from the
several districts which have been already made out. The results are most
striking and instructive, and appear to me to deserve the serious attention of
the Legislature. 1 have drawn out an abstract of them for the information of
the Committee, to which I would particularly solicit attention.

13. Can you furnish a return uIPtlm ]Jl}pllfﬂ.l-'iull in the districts to which re-
ference has been made, where fever particularly prevails? —The population
included in the twenty metropolitan unions consists of 851,229 souls, and out
of this population the number of persons who received parochial relief durin
the year ended the 20th of March 1838 was 77,186 ; but, as | Imreiiust stated,
there are eertain distriets which may be considered as more especially the seats
of fever, and those are by far the most populous distriets, and in general, those
also in which the population is the most dense.

14. After stating those particular places, you proceed to state that * the two
districts of Bethnal-green and Whitechapel, to the state of which this Report
more especially relates, were selected for inspection principallér because the re-
cords of the London Fever Hospital, from its first foundation, show not only that
fever is always particularly prevalent in these districts, but that the very worst
forms of fever always abound in them.” That was the reason of the selection ?
Yes.

15. Then you go on to state, that a particular account of the locality, which
was in each case written on the spot, is annexed 7—VYes, that was the case.

16. Before poing to the facts, you say, * It appears that in many parts of both
these districtz fever of a malignant and fatal character is always more or less
prevalent.  In some streets it has recently prevailed in almost every house; in
some courts, in every house ; and in some few instances, in every room in every
house. Cases are recorded in which every member of a family has been attacked
in succession, of whom in every such case several have died; some whole fami-
lies have been swept away " ?—That was evidence obtained on the spot from the
medical men who attended the people.

17. Youstate that * the magnitude of the result in London, if that magnitude
be estimated by the numbers attacked, isnot slight.  From returns received from
the Bethnal-green and Whitechapel Unions, it appears that during the last I}'Eal‘,"
which was 1838, “there occurred of fever cases, in the Bethnal-green Union,
2,084 ; in the Whitechapel Union, 2,557 : total, 4,641 " ?—It must be borne in
mind that those are the eases of fever attended by the medical officers of the
unions, embracing only that class of persons who received parochial relief; that
does not at all in::luj'e that portion of the population in the middle scale, it

merely takes in the paupers. There are many justabove the pauper pﬂplllaﬁﬂlrtl,
the
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the sho!:kuepcrs and the lnl};:rumrs,l w:;{: NEVEeT mcnit'-_-ud tgmruchial relief, who are T 8. Smith, w.v.
not included ; nor does it take in the dispensary patients. R

18, The numbers would have been rmich greater, if the class above the paupers 25 March 1840.
and tlm {lig]mnsar:.r Pﬂt.ie:nis had been ineluded ?——YES; if I:lll..".‘,r wers H.ddELJI, the
number would be much greater. b 114

19. Mr. Walker.] Can you form any idea of the relative proportion ?—I know
from personal observation, that fever has heen very prevalent among the labourers
who were above applying for parochial relief, and amongst the people who keep
little shops, and industrious people; but I cannot venture to state what was the
proportion ; those stated in this Report are ascertained facts.

20. Is it your opinion that the number of cases would be doubled —My
impression is, that it would be doubled ; but I should be very reluctant to hazard
an opinion when I have not exact matter of fact to go upon.

21. Chairman.] A number, however, very considerably beyond those you
have stated of persons in the pauper population are affected by the defective
state of the sewerage, and also by taking fever from those pauper persons who
are so widely affected by it7—At all events, living in the exact localities, they
also are affected. There are certain persons who may be able to give a better
estimate of the relative proportions of those just above the pauper population
than 1 am; for they probably have been their patients, and they may be able,
therefore, better to form an estimate than I can.

22. You go on to say “ It appears that the streets, courts, alleys, and houses
in which fever first breaks out, and in which it becomes most prevalent and fatal,
are invariably those in the immediate neighbourhood of uncovered sewers, stag-
nant ditches and ponds, gutters always full of putrefyimg maticr, nightmen's
yards, and privies, the soil of which lies openly exposed, and is seldom or never
removed. It is not possible for any language to convey an adequate conception
of the poizonous mngitiun in which large portions of both these districts always
remain, winter and summer, in dry amd in r:uini,- seasons, from tlu? masses of
putrefying matter which are allowed to accumulate;” you are still of that
opinion *—Yes ; 1 think it is not possible to frame language to express the in-
tensity of the evil; I remember one place in particular, an open ditch, 1 sup!_mw
of from 300 to 400 feet long and 10 feet broad, into which all the privies of an
adjoining street empty, and offensive matter always poured into that open ditch
never removed ; it does not appear to have been ever touched.

23. That is in a populous district’—Yes, in a most populous district, with
houses all around it. When I examined it the stench was most intolerable ; my
impression was, that no one who had not seen it would believe that such a thing
could be allowed.

24. You say further on, that no strength of constitution would be able to
resist constant exposure to the exhalations which are always arising from these
collections of filth 7— Certainly not.

25. After stating that a large portion of Bethnal-green is a swamp, hardly
any part of whieh 15 drained, you say, ** The dampness of the houses is an evil
almost universally complained of by the inhabitants, as well as the wet and
muddy condition of the streets during a considerable part of the year. In the
less open parts of Bethnal-green, and in a considerable part of Whitechapel, the
closeness of the streets, lanes, alleys, and courts is most oppressive. A fresh
current of air can hardly ever I'eu.crl them, and the evil iz greatly aggravated by
the very general custom of the people permanently to close the windows of their
houses, partly for the sake of warmth, and partly to prevent the real or imaginary
effects of the air on the silk vsed in their work.” '[]Im}' are chiefly silk weavers
in that district 7—Yes, in Bethnal-green ; they do all they can to stop out every
breath of air. .

26. At the top of page 35, you state a case in which there was fever, that a
drain was made, and that thingswere better subsequently. Then you say,
* Dwellings, thickly crowded with inhabitants, stand all around the slaughter-
houses; yet here, where the materials for the production of the worst forms of
fever are most abundant, scarcely a case has occurred even during the present
epidemic.” You state the cause of that comparative freedom from it to have
been drains having been made ?—Yes ; there are two facts recorded which I wish
most strongly to urge upon the attention of all persons who take an interest in the
E-!ijet:t, for they are most remarkable ones.  That place(the butchers) I had ocea-
sion to attend to before the drain was made ; it is a most excellent drain, made
by the city of London. I bave attended the people who live there, both before
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and after ; I was struck with the remarkable difference ; 1 did not for some time
observe that any drain had been made, it had escaped my attention. 1 was struck
with not seeing so many cases of fever as 1 had been accustomed to see, and when
it did occasionally break out there, the cases were of a much milder eharacter ;
all the circumstances remained precisely the same, except that this drain has been
made, and now the butehers, after great persuasion, have been induced to

an underground communication with it; and the whole of that side of the street
is now very perfeetly drained, but the opposite side is not.

27. You go on to say on the other side, “ In the passages, courts, and alleys
on the very opposite side of the street, from the houses of which there are no
drains into the common sewer, fever of a fatal character has been exceedingly
prevalent ' >—Yes ; thereis a remarkable difference.

28. You think that it prevails on the one side because there has been no
cleansing, and that it has been removed on the other by drains being effected 2—
Yes; and there is a similar fact in a different state of the population in the
Hackney-road, where the population is wmuch less dense; here they live ina
L'ruwllmf condition, but still the fact is exactly the same.

29. Then you go on to say, “ The preceding facts point to one effectual re-
medy for lessening the sickness and mortality of these and similar districts,
namely, the removal of the sources of the fehrile poison.”  Your opinion, there-
fore, is decidedly that by proper drainage, cleansing, and ventilation, a great
deal of these sources of evil to the humbler classes might be removed ?—Yes ;
a very large proportion of them.

30. With respect to the cost to parishes arising from fever eases, proceedin
from the causes you have referred to, you say, “ By the returns from Bethnnig:
green and Whitechapel Unions, it appears that the extra expense for fever cases,
for the quarter ending Lady-day 1838, is to the Bethnal-green Union, 216/ 19s.;
to the Whitechapel Union, 4001 : total, 616/ 19s.” Thus, at the rate of the
last quarter, the expense of the fever cazes in the two parishes alone comes to
2,467 L 1635 7—Just so.

31. Are you of opinien, that if this money were to be expended in removing
the causes which lead to it, there would be a great saving to the parish and a
great benefit to the poor’—Yes, for this obvious reason, that this is of yearly
Eccurmum; whereas, the sewerage being once made, the evil is cured i a great

CETEE,

Ez. You are of opinion that the incurring this expense, on the part of the
parishes, would be a measure of economy, as well as a measure of humanity 2—
That is my opinion. ;

33. Yousay, “ It becomes thena question, whether, setting aside all other consi-
derations, it is not expedient, even on the ground of economy, to appropriate a part
of the money expended on the poor, in protecting them from fever, by removing
from the immediate proximity of their dwellings the main cause that produces
it, rather than by relieving a few individuals after they become affected with
the disease™ 2—That expresses what would be the most rational course.

34. You mention, also, that it might perhaps be beneficial, at a moderate

expense, to take means * to introduce free currents of air where at present the
air is perfectly stagnant and stifling ;* and you advert to the advantage which
would arise from an opening cut through the district, soas to form a free current
of nir?—Yes, there are districts where immense good would be done, consi-
dering the value of the houses, at a moderate expense; the benefit would be very
oreat,
3 35. In page 36, paragraph 7, you say, “It is desirable that a power should
be lodged somewhere, to prevent landlords from building in swampy places,
without proper drainage; to compel them to drain into common sewers when
made, and likewise to compel them to keep the privies in a state of cleanliness,
and to cleanse the exterior and interior of the houses, either at given periods, or
when obviously indispensable to the health of the tenants” ?—Yes, 1 think that is
one of the most important powers which could be conferred : even the magis-
trates have it not at present. L !

36. Then you rteport with respect to a remarkable case in which, from the
negleet of cleansing and whitewashing, and so on, fevers prevailed, and sue-
cessive lodgers died of fever in one set of rooms, tlmﬁ' having ]'l?gﬂ no notice of
such fever having existed ?—Yes, the magistrates had extreme difficulty to put
it down ; they did it by what they considered a stretch of power at last; the

place was Shéph[:rﬁ’s-murh, in the Whitechapel Union, consisting of six Ih}usr_?.
3
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It was notorious that fever had prevailed to a great extent in this court, and that
different families had, in suceession, oceupied a set of rooms and become affected
with fever. el

37. You state that *“ One set of people had gone in, become ill with fever, and
were removed : that another set of people had gone in, and been in like manner
attacked with fever: that this had oceurred several times, and that it was Fmi-
tively known that thiz house had been affected with fever for upwards of six
weeks before the present application was made ; that on hearing this the magi-
strates sent for the owner of the house and remonstrated with him, for allowing
different scts of people to occupy the rooms without previously cleansing and
whitewashing them ;" and that they had great difficulty in getting it cleansed
by authorizing the medical officers to do so?—Yes; these facts are correctly
atated.

38, Mr. Iugham.] Since it was cleansed there has been no case of fever F—
No: this was the more interesting, inasmuch as it will come out, that similar
facts have occurred to other medical men,

39. Chairman.] Will you turn to page 38, * Account of a personal inspection
of E&tlmal—grﬁm and Whitechapel, in May 1838." You state you have * called
on the medical officers of the union (Mr. Taylor and Mr. Goodwin}, who have
the care of the out-door poor; I requested that they would accompany me over
the district and point out to me first, those places in which fever is constantly
prevalent; and, secondly, those in which it is either altogether absent, or in
which, when an individual ease breaks out, it seldom or never spreads. [ traversed
a cirele of from six to seven miles in extent ; | wrote the account of the places I
am about to notice, on the spot; I entered many of the houses, and examined
their condition as to cleanliness, ventilation, &e. as well as the state of the
ﬂc?p]c themselves, who were at the time labouring under fever” !—Yes, I

id.

40. You say, “ The district of Bethnal-green contains upwards of 70,000
inhabitants ; in the greater part of it, the streets are not close, nor are the houses
crowded ; on the contrary, large open spaces of ground intervene between them,
but in one part the population is as densely crowded as in the closest and most
thickly-peopled parts of the city ” *—Yes; there is no reason why the whole of
that district should not be quite healthy, except from the neglect of the pre-
cautions which should be taken.

41. In the general account you give, which iz extremely interesting to any
one who takes an interest in this subject, but which it would occupy too much
time to go through, you state your going down to what is ealled Y:'umlersmi's
Gardens ; you say, * This is a long, narrow strect; the houses have no sunk
area, and the groundfloor is extremely damp ; along the centre of the street is
an open sunk gutter, in which filth of every kind is allowed to accumulate and
putrefy ; a mudbank on each side commonly keeps the contents of this gutter in
their situation, but sometimes, and especially in wet weather, the gutter over-
flows ; its contents are poured into the neighbouring houses, and the street is
rendered mearly impassable ; the privies are close upon the footpath of this
streef, being separated from it only by a paling of wood ; the street is wholly
without drainage of any kind ; fever constantly breaks out in it, and extends
from house to house ; it has lately been very prevalent here, and we have lately
had several fatal cases from it in the London f;cvcr Hospital ;" that is a correct
and accurate account of what you saw yourself 7—Yes; it was written down
on the spot.

42 In speaking of the condition of Campden Gardens, you say, * Campden
Gardens consist of a number of small groundfloor houses ; each house contains
only two rooms, that which is the largest is about seven feet by nine, and the
?{mﬂllﬂﬁt hﬁ:mlj' large enough to admit a small bed ; the height is about seven
feet ; in WI'I’ItﬁI'r the houses are exceedingly damp ; the windows are very small ;
there is lm_dmﬂmgc of any kind ; it is close upon a marshy distriet immediately
to be described ; in this street fever is very apt to break out, and to become
more than commonly fatal; often all the members of a family are attacked by it,
and die one after another; during the present seasom, several entire families
have been swept off by it 7—Yes ; several of the houses in which such an event
had taken place on that spot were pointed out to me by the medieal man who
had attended the families.

43" You say, “ Yet the houses stand in an open space, and have little gardens

n3 attached

T 8 Smdth, MoD.

-

25 March 1840,




T. 5. Smith, n.D.

25 dlarch 1840,

fi MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE

attached to them ; so that, if they were properly built and well drained, they
might be perfectly healthy” 7—Yes; the people take a delight in cultivating
their little gardens: it is a reercation to them, and might and ought to be
a healthful one. &

44. You then proceed to Lamb’s-fields, whieh you state is “ An open area of
about 700 feet in length and 300 feet in bhreadth ; of this space, about 300 feet are
constantly covered by stagnant water, winter and summer; in the part thus sub-
merged there is always a quantity of putrefying animal and vegetable matter,
the odour of which, at the present moment, is most offensive: an open filthy
ditch encircles this place, which, at the western extremity, is from eight to ten
feet wide.” Then you =ay, “ Nothing can be eonsidered more disgusting than
the appearance of this ditch for an extent of from 300 to 400 feet, and the odour
of the efiluvia from it is at this moment most offenzive” ?—That is quite a cor-
rect representation.

45. You add, “Lamb's-fields iz the fruitful source of fever to the houses which
mmmediately surround it, and to the small streets which branch off from it; par-
ticular houses were pointed out to me, from which entire families have been
swept away, and from several of the streets fever is never absent” ?—Yes; it
seems to me to be perfecily in the condition of the wigwams of the vilest
savages; they canmot be worse; we constantly hear of whole tribes of those
savage people being swept away by fever, small-pox, and dysentery ; and there is
precisely the same thing constantly going on at Bethnal-green, whole families
areg ﬁ“’l'!l}t- il:“'“y 'rr{nli. IIrL,'ﬂ.'fEﬁHI " 1‘11‘: 2AING cause,

46. Are the districts of wfl{i(:h you have given so melancholy a deseription,
inhabited chiefly by the working and labouring classes 7—In the largest propor-
tion ; there are, here and there, a few better houses intersperzed, but they are in
general inhabited by the poorer classes. ,

47. With reference to Efnm-ﬁtmut Fields, you say, it is “ An open space, close
to the former, containing about 300 square feet, a large portion of which, in
rainy weather, is completely inundated ; it is surrounded on all sides but one
with small houses, and several streets branch off from it; in all the houses
forming the square, and in the neighbouring streets, fever is constantly breaking
out, and the character of the fever in this neighbourhood has lately {mm very
malignant * 7—That is a perfectly accurate account.

48. Passing over a portion of the detail, you then come to Alfred and Beck-
with-rows, * They consist of a number of huifdings, each of whicl iz divided into
two houses, one back and the other front, each house is divided into two tene-
ments, and each tenement is occupied by a different family ; these habitations
are surrounded by a broad open drain, in a filthy condition; heaps of filth are
accumulated in the spaces meant for gardens, in front of the houses ; the houses
have commaon privies, open, and in the most offensive condition ;" then you state
the ewvils arising from fever, which you found there; are you of opinion that
the fever which vou found prevailing so extensively in that district, arose
from neglect of cleanliness, drainage, and ventilation *—VYes; I think those were
the causes of its great prevalence, and of its great severity.

49. On turning over the page there is a description of North-street; you
state, © That the houses are in a most miserable condition, surrounded by vast
collections of filth ; most of the houses are oecupied by pig-dealers, and the filth
produced by the pigs is seldom or never cleared away ; the stench here is dread-
tul ” *—That iz perfectly correct.

50. You refer to St. John-street ; you state that that is “ A close and densely-
wopulated street, in which malignant fever has been remarkably prevalent, and
Las stalked Trom house to house; in one room which I examined, eight feet by
ten, and nine feet high, six people live by day and sleep at night, the closeness
and smell almost intolerable ; adjoining this house is a cow-yard in a filthy
state ;" is that place also in want of cleansing and ventilation ?—Yes; in a most
extremely close and filthy condition, the air 1s quite stifling.

51. You state the same with regard to some other places, called Fleet-street
and Shackwell-street, varying a httle in account, but nearly the same in the
general deductions to be drawn from the state of those places !—Very much the
same.

52. With reference to Hackney-road Division: * Gibraltar-walk consists
chiefly of houses of one story; along the centre of the street is an open gutter, in

which all sorts of animal and vegetable matters accwmulate and putrefy, aE]d
e
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the odour of which is most offensive. In the upper part of this street, espe- 7. 8. Smith, w.p,
cially, fever has been extremely prevalent.”” Do you consider that that fever
has arisen from the neglect there deseribed —1I think very much indeed. 25 March 1840.

53. Again: “In a direet line from Virginia-row to Shorediteh, a mile in ex-
tent, all the lanes, courts, and alleys in the neighbourhood pour their contents
into the centre of the main street, where they stagnate and putrefy ” F¥—That is
a most remarkable place, remarkable for its closeness and hlth ; one is shocked
to see human beings clustered in the masses that they are there, in a position in
which it is impossible to maintain the health, or to prevent the constant recur-
rence of infections and malignant diseases.

54. Going on to Read-street and Vincent-strect, you say, “ The condition of
these streets is exactly similar to that of the preceding ; families live in the eel-
lars and kitchens of the undrained houses, dark and extremely damp; in some
or other of these houses fever is always prevalent ; ¢ My assistance here,” said
the medical officer who was attending me, iz always required ; I am never with-
out cases of fever here’ " F—That is the truth.

55. Then you go on, “ Even in Church-street, Bethnal-green, the main
thoroughfare, there is no drain, the water runs off as it can, and now and then
the parish authorities send round a mudeart to gather up what becomes so thick
as to block up the way " —Yes, that is an accurate description of the state of that
main street.

56. There is no exaggeration in any of those particulars *—Not the slightest,

57. You say, “ At the end of Wellington-row, and at right angles with it, a
ditch from eight to ten feet broad extends nearly to the Hackney-road ; in the
greater part of its course, gardens neatly enltivated extend from adjacent houses
to its edge; the stench arising from this ditch, at this moment, is intolerable ;
the poor people inhabiting the neighbouring houses, while cultivating their
little gardens with so much care as a recreation, and in the hope of promoting
tll\f:til' iealth, little think that at every moment they are in}mliug a deadly
porgon ™ 1—That is so; the gardens go down close to this diteh, which is always
sending up poisonous efluvia, giving them fevers : it is a most melancholy sight,

58. As a contrast to this, you state, going down * From Goldsmith’s-place to
Cambridge-heath, there is an excellent underground common sewer, completely
covered in ; here the inhabitants are healthy, no ease of fever is known to have
occurred in the neighbourhood ; this sewer was made two or three years ago,
before which fever was as prevalent here as in most other parts of the distriet,
but since that time there has been a remarkable improvement in the health of
the inhabitants” *—Yes, that iz very striking.

50. Do you believe that to he owing to the drainage?—Yes; during the

t prevalence of fever all round last year, 1 did not hear of a case of fever
re, though in the surrounding district it was in almost every house,

6o. You go on tosay,  Immediately behind Bethnal-green, is a large stagnant
ditch, surrounded by poor cottages, the inhabitants of which are constantly suf-
fering from fever; into this ditch, among other things, is constantly flowing the
filth from 2 number of pigsties, where it is allowed to acenmulate and putrefy ™ ?
—Yes, they are in the most filthy condition.

61. Then, proceeding to Whitechapel Union, you state that, “ The greater part
of Whitechapel is very badly drained ; in many places the population is densely
crowded ; the strects, courts, and alleys, as at present constructed, admit of no
current of air; large collections of putrefying matter are allowed constantly to
Temain in the neighbourhood of the houses, and the houses themselves are
extremely filthy ™ is that a correct general account of that district ?—Yes, that
applies to the greater part of the whole parish.

62. Do you happen to know what is the population of the whole parish of
“r}'llltilﬂ}lii]ml !'—Sixty-four thousand one hundred and forty-ome,

63. Do you believe that this description of this melancholy neglected situation
applies to the greater part of that population *—Yes, to the greater part of the
whole }lu_:):pulmir;:-n.

64. Do the greater part of the population belong to the humbler classes *—
Almost entirely.

65. In selecting some examples of this general neglect, vou say, with reference
to Baker’s Arms Alley, “ A narrow court, with a dead waﬁ about two yards from
the houses: the wall as high as the houses; the principal court is intersected
by other courts extremely narrow, into which it is scarcely possible for air to
penetrate: close to the dead wall, between the wall and the houses, is a gutter,
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in which is always present a quantity of stagnant fluid, full of all sorts of putre-
f}'ill{_{_‘ matter, the effluvia from which at the present moment are most offensive,
and the sense of closeness extreme: all the houses are dark, gloomy, and
uxtﬂmw‘if' filthy ; at the top of the innermost courts are the privies, which are
open and uncovered, the soil of which is seldom removed, and the stench of
which, at the present moment, is abominable ;" and again, * the fever here has
been extremely mortal, and has raged in almost every house:™” is that an aceu-
rate account F—It is; and those high walls are a very grievous evil in many
Fl:u:n-:-._. both in this distriet and in Hr:thnnl-%r{mn. The houses are placed, per-
1aps, five or six feet only from the wall, and the houses, being generally onl
one story high, they reach up to the middle of that story, so that it is impossible
for either light or air to get into the sitting-room or bed-room.

6. It prevents air or light penetrating into the houses:—Yes.

6i7. In speaking of Johnson's-change, you say, ©Some time ago a ceaspool
overflowed in one of these courts, and its contents were allowed to remain upon
the surface for several weeks ; after a time a fever of a malignant character
broke out in the house next the cesspool, and has since extended to almost every
house in all the courts: there is here no drainage of any kind, there is conse-
quently a great accumulation of filth, and the sense of closeness is stifling " >—
Yes, and the population there is exceedingly dense.

(8. Further on you say, speaking of Cartwright-street, “ A long street, with
an open gutter in the centre: in this street fever has been prevalent in every
house. In Walton-court, a narrow and close court, terminated at the extremity
by a dead wall as high as the houses, fever has prevailed in every house " r—Yes,
1 examined the houses particularly, and found that to be the fact.

Go. Again, in Blue Anchor-yard, you give a description of the accumulation
of filth, the neglect of drainage, and the prevalence of fever in that distriet,
nearly similar to that in the distriets you have described before *—Yes.

=0 The same account extends to the streets on the northern side of White-
chapel, ** As Bssex-street, Castle-street, Castle-alley, Goulston-street, Petticoat-
lane, Tewkesbury-court, George-yard, New-court, the whole of Wentworth-
street, and all the courts, alleys, and passages in the neighbourhood, are with-
out any drainage, and extremely filthy and close ™ ?—Yes.

71. You say, “Fever has raged dreadfully in the whole of this distriet; in
some cases, six persons of a family have been ill of it together, all in one room,
and four in one bed”™ ?—Yes, 1 saw that myself in several cases.

=2, In page 48, in the second paragraph, alter adverting to what was said as
to the causes of fever in other distriets, yon say * Its operation is not less real or
less constant, though it may be less striking around the stagnant ditches, the
uncovered sewers, the filthy gutters, and the exposed privies of Bethnal-green,
and in the close, dirty, and undrained courts and alleys of Whitechapel. For
the future, by proper sanitary regulations ; namely, by attention to the structure
of houses, t]::e arrangement of streets, the introduction of the requisite space
between streets and liouses, the construction of underground sewers, the opening
of underground drains from the houses into the sewers, and the immediate
removal from the neighbourhood of dwelling-houses of all refuse matter capable
of underguing putrefaction, the gencration and acenmulation of this poison
might be prevented to a great degree inf all cities, towns, and villages ;" is that
your confirmed opinion 7—Yes; I think so most firmly. '

73. Has any material improvement taken place since the ]L'renm:l when you
made this examination ?—Yes; they are now in the act of making a drain in
the worst part of the Whitechapel district.

74. Some commencement of improvement has taken Elacﬂ- ?—Yes; it appears
that these inquiries have attracted great attention, an that there is reason to
hope that the authorities are really making efforts to lessen some of the most
grievous of the evils.

75. In what district of the sewers iz thiz place P—The Tower Hamlets.

76. Who is the seeretary to that commission ?—Mr. Unwin, I believe,

77. To what cause do you refer the defective state of the sewerage described ?
—1I have generally heard it aseribed to the poverty of the districts.

78. To what class of landlords do the houses generally belong ?—1I have under-
stood them io belong to builders, whao, without the slightest regard to the condi-
tion of the land, in fact build the houses on a perfect swamp ; they build them

in the slightest and cheapest manner possible, in order to let them at the highest
rent
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rent they can; they belong to persons who spend their little capital in that way, T, 5. Smith, 2.0,
their un{y object being to get the greatest amount of money at the least outlay. —

70. Do you happen to know what are the present regulations respecting 25 March 1840.
building ?—I know that they are altogether inadequate to meet the evil.

80. Are there any regulations as to the depth to which they shall sink cess-
pools, so as to prevent their being sunk below the level of the common sewer?
—I believe not any.

81. Is there any power to compel the inhabitants to carry their drains into
the common sewer !—Certainly not.

82. Is there any power, supposing they do carry their drains into the com-
mon sewer, to compel them to m??kc their drains of a smaller size than the
common sewer, to prevent its being choked *—No; and after the City of Lon-
don made that great sewer in Aldgate, High-street, the city had the greatest
difficulty in getting the butehers to drain into it; they have at length got it
done. [ speak of that as evidence that there is no anthority.

83. Are there any persons appointed for the carrying into effect the commu-
nication between those houses and the common sewer ?—1I believe not.

84. Are there any persons who are authorized to make inspection, and to
report upon thuse matters *— No, those are omissions in our social arrangements,
which appear to me to be of grave importanee, and few things could tend more
to the health of the lower classes than the lodgment of such authority in com-
petent hands.

85. Is it imur opinion, from the great neglect which prevails in this very
populous and extensive district, and which you think prevails in other distriets,
that it is absolutely necessary there should be adequate power given by law for
the purpose of enforcing attention to these measures ™—It appears to me a thing
clearly requiring legislative interference ; it is a matter in which the poor peo-
ple cannot, by any forethought of their own, guard against the evil ; these poor
people must take cheap tenements, and these houses may be placed on marshy
ground, with no drainage of any kind, no means of carrying away filth, and they
cannot help themselves, though they are placed in the midst of the focus of fever
fx'rlmpx. or of certain other diseases, which incapacitate them from pursuing their
abours, and thus they are thrown upon the parish, and grievous evils produced.
I cannot help again begging the attention of Members of the Legislature to the
Abstract which I have furnished of the Returns from the Metropolitan Unions ;
they afford indubitable facts which appear to me to deserve the deep attention
of the Legizlature.

86. Have you turned your mind to any suggestions as to the power which
should be given for the security of the health of the inhabitants of those distriets ?
—1 have not considered the details, but 1 am fully satisfied as to the principle.
I have a very strong convietion of the paramount importance of its being rendered
impossible that any one should be :nﬁnwml to build a house for the residence of
human hl:ilig.‘?, without ta‘lkil:g eare to make it :h":r, and to make it pure, b}
affording the means of carrying away easily and completely, the refuse matter
which there must be wherever human beings reside; at present, no regard
whatever is paid to that; no more regard is paid in the comstruction of houses
to the health of the mhabitants than is paid to the health of pigs in making sties
for them ; but that would be a false statement, for, in point of fact, there isnot so
much attention paid to it.

_ 87. The pigs belong to the persons who have the stics, and have an interest
in their lives +—Yes.

88. If the persons who come into those houses are not connected with the
owner of the |1CILl$l‘.', t]:i'l.?_].? care little rur their health r—Just 11T and unless pro=
tection be afforded to this class of persons, they are exposed to ail these evils, and
have no power whatever to relieve themselves from them.

80. You say, near the end of your Report, speaking of the evils the poor are
liable to, and after stating the pestilential places in which the industrious poor
are obliged to take up their EI]'D[IL', “ They have no choice; they must live in
what houses they can get nearest the places where they find employment ; by
no prudence or forethought on their part can they avoid the dreadful evils of
this clags to which they are thus exposed ; no returns can show the amount of
suffering which they have had to endure from causes of this kind, during the
last year, but the present returns indicate some of the final results of that suf-
fering ; they show that out of 77,000 persons, 14,000 have been attacked with
fever, one-fifth part of the whole, and that out of the 14,000 attacked, nearly
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1,300 have died;” is that an accurate account ?—That is an accurate account,
made specially for this inquiry, by order of the Poor Law Commissioners.

9o. You go on to say, *“ The public meantime have suffered to a far greater
extent than they are aware of from this appalling amount of wretchedness, sick-
ness, and mortality. Independently of the large amount of money which they
have had to pay in the suprm't of the sick, and of the families of the sick, pau-
perized in consequence of the heads of those families having become unable to
pursue their occupations, they have suffered still more seriously from the spread
of fever to their own habitations and families.” Has that fallen under your
observation ?—Yes ; that I see constantly. £

g1. Then you say, © It iz notorious that this disease has been very prevalent
during the last year among the industrious elasses who have never received pa-
rochial relief, and that it has found its way even into the dwellings of the rich,
where it has proved extremely mortal. Generated in Bethnal-green, in White-
chapel, in St. George-the-Martyr, in Lambeth, in Holhorn, &e., it has spread to
the better streets in the immediate ueighbm!rhuml of these and similar places,
and thence to still wider and more airy streets at a great distance, and ulti-
mately to the most remote streets and the great squares.”  That is your opinion ?
—Yes; | have constant experience of that being the course of events, hut 1
think it would be very desirable that some approximation should be made as to
the extent in which that iz the fact, especially the extent to which fever has pre-
vailed among the persons who compose the lower sections of the middie elass ;
and 1 wnuhﬁwg to suggest, that an inguiry may be made of those gentlemen who
may be better able than I am to give the proportion in which that has taken place.
I think it would be very desirable to ascertain that.

gz. You say that an improvement in a degree might be made, “ By an
amendment of the Building Act; by earrying into the distriets of the poor 1011~
provements similar to those already completed or now in progress in the places
mhabited by the wealthier classes; by removing as far as practicable the obsta-
cles to a free circulation of air in the closest and most densely populated neigh-
nourhoods ; by the comstruction of underground sewers with effectual surface
drainage into them ; and by the immediate removal of refuse animal and vege-
table matters by an efficient body of scavengers”?—VYes; those remedies would
remove the most urgent of the evils,

93- You state that  The most pestilential of these places, when onee put into
a wholesome condition, would be maintained in that state at a cmnpamtive'[}r
small expense ; whereas, as long as they are allowed to remain in their present
condition, the results must continue the same : it follows, that the prevention of
the evil, rather than the mitigation of the consequences of it, is not only the
maost beneficent, but the most economical course.”  Thatis your opinion 7—Cer-
tainly it is; most decidedly.

04. Mr. Cowper.] From what you state, it aprtarﬁ that in some instances
there is an indisposition to avail themselves of the means of relief that were
offered to them *—That was in the case of the butchers; they were wealthy
people, and said they did not suffer from it, and that they did not care for it;
but the people living immediately around them and over their slaughter-hounses
were constantly affected by the worst forms of fever.

95. Is it clear that persons would be dizposed to avail themselves of the means
afforded F—No ; but the =ame anthority which obliges sewers to be made, should
also oblige drains to be made into those sewers, or nothing is dene effectually.

gfi. Mr. Jagham.] There i now under the London Building Act a power to
see: that a party-wall shall be made of suflicient solidity ?—Yes, just so.

07. And you would require that there should be equal power to see, bafore a
house is inhabited, that there iz a communication with the underground drainage
—Yes ; nothing can be done to seeure the health of the population without that.

48, The expense of raising a fund to lay down sewers within the district of
any eommission is levied by a rate on the parties within the limit of that com-
mission 7-—Yes, 1 believe so,

g9. In Betlmal-green and Lambeth the inhabitants are of a very poor order,
and the charge would be very heavy 7—Yes ; it would be more, in fact, than the
parish could sustain; I do not apprehend it would be possible to effect it, if it
was to be done by themselves.

100. Disorder, when engendered in a distriet, is not confined to that distriet,
but extends itsell to other distriets ?—Yes ; and on that ground it appears to ;l::;

E
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that those outer districts of London, those suburban places, should be drained at 1. 5. Smith, w.o.
the common expense, for it is for the common good.

101. Where there is not a commission of sewerage, but gl'il'tlti.! drainage, there 25 March 1840,
would probably be great difficulty in passing into the lands of other persons to
get a sufficiently low level ?—Yes. dii

102, Probably it would be necessary to extend the commissions _ufsvwemgu.
by having a power by law to enable a person, on due compensation, to pass
throngh the grounds of his neighbour on a lower level, to carry off’ the drainage
from the higher level 7—Yes; or a portion of the conmunity might have their
health constantly n:-ndanﬁ;cml, and their property injured.

103. Probably it would be better to have a common provision than to extend
the power of the Commissioners of Sewers ?—1 think it would.

104. Mr. Walker.] Youn apprehend that the requisite yuwr::r would be to make
an open sewerage, and then to eompel the owner of the house to make an under
drain to that common sewer 7—Yes.

105. Do you consider that it would be wise, by legislation, to effeet that
object?—1 think it would be extremely wise, and I cannot eomeeive anything
more urgently needed,

106. Are the streets, lanes, and alleys you have deseribed in your evidence,
generally paved, or not paved 2—In general unpaved,

107. Do you a prehend that the ground, in consequence of the want of pave-
ment, retains additional moisture 7—Yes, I think that is an additional evil ; and
there is a gutter generally in the centre of the lane or alley which is never dry,
and the parings of potatoes and the refuse of vegetable and animal matter of all
sorts, dirty water from the washing of clothes, and from the washing of the
houses, all flow into this gutter, and there collect and remain and stagnate and
putrefy ; that goes on through all seasons, winter and summer; nothing is done
to remove it.

108. Are there no police regnlations with regard to seavenging these elose
places *—I am not aware that there are ; it is never done; they are out of sight ;
none but the medical men and parish officers know anything about them ; they
are a8 much unknown as the eondition of a distriet in Otaheite.

10g9. Mr. Cowper.] You particularize fever as one of the evils produced by the
want of drainage; are there any other disorders produced (—VYes; I took fever
as the most striking and the most important, but it is a very imperfect view of
the evil to confine it to fever; there is a large class of diseases to which the poor
are constantly subject, which, in my opinion, are just as distinctly attributable
to malaria arising from this putrefving matter as fever itselfl.

110. Will you name any other disorders ?— All that class of disorders which
come under the name of disorders of the digestive organs, the labouring classes
who are not affected with fever, are labouring under ; disordered stomachs and
bowels, and derangement of the liver. It is not more certain that this poison, in
a greater degree of intensity, will produce fever, than that the same poison, in
a less degree of intensity, will produce disordered states of the stomach, and
varions most distressing nervous diseases.

111. Chairman.] Is the small-pox prevailing in those districts 7—Very often,
and when it does prevail, it is very severe. ’

112. Does the erowded, neglected, and dirty state of the district increase the
virulence of that disorder *—Very often, and so also measles; it is as certain as
the law of gravitation, that when they ever come into those places they imme-
diately become severe, and often malignant.

113. Mr. Cowper.] Have you known of any cholera 7— Those were the great
seats of cholera, the places in which cholera found its home, and its severest
ravages were there,

114. Chairman.] You stated that you thought there would be a very consider-
able expense in making those sewers, too great to be effeeted by the parish alone ;
would not ucmlsidemlﬁn im‘iﬂg of CXpense arise to pnris]ips r'l_';_bl'_l_] the diminution
of the amount of relief to the poor if those sewers were made 7 =Yes: there
would be a considerable saving of expense in half a century ; it would be the
cheapest plan ; but the district is so large, and there is so much to be done, that
1 apprehiend it would be vain to look to the district alone for the means.

115. Do you happen to know what is the amount of the poor-rates '— No, |
do not bear that in mind.

116. You are not acquaintéd with the locality of any other district, but there
are other districts whiu]ll you consider neglected?—7Yes; I infer that from the
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quantity of fever which prevails in them. 1 see that in other districts the amount
of fever is very nearly the same. I have made a personal inspection of only two
districts; but I know, from the records of the ]i“ever Hospital, and from the
Returns of the Metropolitan Unions, that typhus and other forms of fever are
just as prevalent in other distriets.

117. Are those last places inhabited chiefly by the working and poorer
classes 7—Yes, just the same class of population as 1 have alluded to ; the elass
of population iz the same, the character of the diseaze is the same, and there-
fore i infer the localitics to be the same; those are Lambeth, Stepney, St
George-the-Martyr, Poplar, Holborn, Rotherhithe, Bermondsey, St. (Euurge’s—
in-the-East, and Wapping. ;

118. Mr. Ponsonby.] A good many of those are in the neighbourhood of the
river —Yes, Lambeth is one which particularly requires investigation ; it
would be very important, with reference to this inquiry, to make a personal
txillll‘i]l:lti-‘.ﬂl, where we know the disenge to be the same, and the ]mpu]al.i{m to he
pretty much the same, whether the cireumstances of the localities are not ve
much the same; it was thought at one time very desirable, by the Poor-law
Commissioners, that the inquiry should be extended to some others of the
more important suburban districts.

119. Mr. Tagham.] You say that moeisture is one great cause of the occurrence
of fever 7—Yes, dampness, more especially in the shape of fog, acts as a powerful
means of transmitting the malaria, at the same time that, as a powerful agent in
the production of cold, it predisposes the human body to the influence of malaria.

120. Does that apply to particular seasons as well as the defective drainage ?
—Yes, it is at all times a powerful concurrent cause.

121. You mentioned that in many houses, particularly those of the hand-loom
weavers, there is a wish to exelude the external air, and the rooms are in conse-
guence in want of ventilation *—Yes,

122. Would it not be desirable to prevent the tlnmjnmss, and occasion venti-
lation, that they should have open fires 7—Yes, that would tend to improve the
ventilation of the rooms. :

123. Whatever would facilitate the acquisition of coal, would, therefore, be a
material preventiver—Yes ; but the dampness in some of the houses is seen upon
the walls, they cannot keep anything without its rusting, even in the cupboards
near the fire.

124. Have yon had occagion to make observations on the state of the lealth
of those who have fuel at hand, and those living in a situation where fuel is not
go casily procured :—No, I have not been able to L'urri,' out the comparizon with
any degree of certainty ; but from analogy one should infer, that the warmth
and inereased ventilation, and the current of air which is produced by an open
fire, will diminish, in some degree, and perhaps sensibly diminish, the amount
of sickness.

125. Mr. Ponsenby.] In those parts which you mention as particularly
unhealthy, are the houses generally old *—No ; mest of them are generally new.

120, There is no more attention paid to the building of houses for that class of
late vears than formerly *—MNot the slizhtest,

127, Chairman.] Wi;al,iri the supply of water>—In Whitechapel the supply
of water is very good ; 1 do not know how it is supplied to Bethnal-green,

128. Is there any open ground for exercising ground, or public walks,
reserved i —No; but Bethnal-green is remarkable for the intervention of 2 num-
ber of open spaces.

129. Are they covered over with water, or are thc{ marshy, or is there any
place which is open and dry, where the |]mu|:rle ean walk out with their families ?
—No; it most unfortunately happens that an open space is to Dethnal-green
a great evil, for they are so neglected that there are stagnant pools always in the
centre of them, and large quantities of stagnant water, full of animal and vege-
table matter, always putrefying, and making so many sources of disease.

130. Instead of being a benefit, as they should be, they ereate an evil — Yos,

Jordan Lynch, m.v., called in; and Examined.

131, Chairman.] YOU are the medieal officer of the West London Union ?—

am.
132. Are vou acquainted with the distriet which Dr, Southwood Smith has

been describing -—Yes, by occasionally visiting it.
133. Does
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133. Does your opinion coineide with his generally *—Generally it does.

134. As to the canses of fever, and as to the state of the district, as far as you
know it 7— Yes, as far as I know it.

135. To what district does your knowledge particularly extend P—To the
West London Union ; it comprises 8t. Sepulchre’s parish, the end of Helborn,
Field-lane, West-street, the rookeries and little courts running out of Fleet-lane,
and down to Fleet-ditch: also the two Bartholomew parishes, the Old Bailey
and its ;mccilmrs, that [ am immediately connected with.

136. Do you know what the population of those districts is*
of that one Union is between 28,000 and 30,000.

137. Are the localities you have spoken of chiefly inhabited by the humbler
classes, the working classes 7—IJt is a mixed population ; there are some very
good streets, and there is a sudden transition into wretched courts.

138, Will you give an aceount of the distriets inhabited by the poorer classes,
a5 to the state of ventilation, and sewerage, and drainage, and eleanliness #—On
the south side of my immediate district there is one court, called Back Bear-
alley, in which, within the last 12 months, I may say within the last six
months, upwards of 40 cases of typhus fever have oceurred ; there are not more
than nine houses in that court, two people cannot walk abreastin it ; they have
one common privy, and sometimes there ave packed in one room six or seven of
the poorest and most destitute of our fellow-creatures: this is under the surveil-
lance of the Inquest. The drainage was deficient in that Back Bear-alley ; 1
directed the attention of the Inquest to it, and they sent notice to the parties con-
cerned that they were coming ; the consequence was, they had their houses put
in order; they were washed and eleanzed, and in some instances, where the fever
eases had occurred, they took the precantion of whitewashing : six cases having
occurred, some of which were sent to the Fever Hospital, and others treated at
home; notwithstanding those precautions, 34 cases afterwards oceurred and
five or six deaths.

130. Is that from want of cleansing and draining 7—Those are co-operating
causes,

140. Is the drainage bad there r—The drainage was quite defective. |
directed the attention of the authorities, and sent a report to the commissioners :
Mr. Kelsey is the paid surveyvor; I reecived this reply, in which they state that
22 miles of sewers had been explored and eleansed in the City of London, the
ventilation improved : then they go on to state that they will attend further to
this, and they have since laid out in that place, I believe, 8004 or 900l ; and
since they have laid out that money, I have not been called in to a single case
of typhus fever.

141. You think that what they have effected there has done good 7—Cer-
tainly.

142. Mr. Patten.] What is the extent on which the 900 [ has been laid out?
—The Back Bear-alley, and Seacoal-lane ; perhaps about 300 vards extent.

143- Chairman.] Have they laid out the 900 £ in those two places?—Yes;
they have done a great deal of good, but the proprietors of the houses gave as
much opposition as they possibly could; the commissioners of the City of
London required they should pay one-third towards the outlay, but they refused
to contrilmute,

144. Had they any power of compelling them to pay 7—They acknowledged
to me that they had not.

. 145. Will you point out the parts of your district which are in a particularly
imperfect state, as to drainage and ventilation = The next court is Green
l}mguu-cmm,; there are six or seven houses on one side ; every room has a dis-
tinet family, the smell is most intolerable; and 1 have felt when [ have attended
ratients there, nausea and sickness of stomach ; and where the sewer is so bad,

have had many cases of typhus fever, and also cases of consumption ; and
where small-pox oceurs in those familics, it is generally of a very malignant
kind. Jhen proceeding from the south to the north, is St. Jolm's-court ; illness
s never out of that ; the animal and vegetable matter that is allowed to lie, even
liuman excrement is lying in the centre of the way, and a person has to ljiqk his
gteps in passing down,

140. 1t is very much neglected *—VYes; and the drainage also.

147. Are there other portions of the populous district in that quarter neg-
leeted in the same way i—VYes ; Elliott's-court, Dean's-court, I;}lwnix-court,
Crown-gourt.

0.47. c3 148, YTou
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145. You mention those as courts; is there a thoroughfare of air directly
through them, or has it only an entrance at one end ?—Some have a thorough-
fare through them, and others have no paszage through them.

149. Do yon not eoneeive it is important for the health of the inhabitants that
there should be a current of air through them ?— Yes; in the first place those
are generally very narrow, and in each room there are frequently more than
there should be; and on a cold day they are generally apt to stop up every inlet
for the air, and they tell you, if vou find fault, that if it keeps out the cold, it
keeps out everything which is bad, and it is nscless to remonstrate with them ;
even when a patient is ill you may turn them out, but the moment the doctor’s
back is turned they are in again.

150, Mr. Pousonby.] Do you often find more than one family in one room?
—No, there is not room ; those are the remains of old London, some of them
have been built 300 years.

151, Chairman.| Are there any new buildings to which these observations
apply 2—In St. Bartholomew’s there is New-sireet, in the centre of a very sickly
neighbourhood ; the drainage is defective ; the common sewer rums for 300 or 400
yards between the rows of hounses ; there are two streets, and there are backs abut-
ting on cach other, and an open sewer in the centre of the backs of the two streets ;
this open sewer is running ; they throw the refuse of every description into this
sewer, and perhaps it remains there decomposing until twice a week, when there
is a good supply of water, which carries it away.

152. Do you believe that the negleet of covering over the sewer is the cause
of fevers in that district #¥—1I think it is an accessary.

153. Is there any other distriet hesides those you mention in which there is
a neglect of drainage *—Immediately on the very threshold of my distriet there is
the Fleet Diteh, open for better than half a mile, nearly a mile, from Snow-hill
up to Clerkenwell-green, and the mouths of all the different sewers, as they
run down the declivity from each side, empty their contents and trickle down
the wall into the sewer, and the smell is intolerable.

154. Are there many houses near it 7—It is a mass of life all along; the
back windows open directly upon it which the working classes oceupy.

155. How is the distriet you have referred to supplied with water 7—The
supply iz good on the days in which it comes in ; twice a week, I think.

150. Mr. Patten.] How comes it to be twice a week only 7—I believe that is
the arrangement made with the water company.

157. Mr. Walker.] Is the supply such as to wash the drains >—Yes; it is a
rapid, strong stream, which carries away refuse of every description.

158. Is that supplied by the water company ?—1 suppose the water company
do not contemplate that, but the people permit it to flow over, and it carries off
many things of an offensive character.

159. Chairinan.] Are there any other portions of the town you are particularly
acquainted with 7—No. 1 have been ucmionullz' called to visit cazes of a fever
in a lane from the back of Aldersgate-strect to Golden-lane, and from Golden-
lane to Betlmal-green, a distance of half a mile, and it is a ferra mcogmite ; you
might live half a dozen years in London and never know tlms?. places ; but any
person who goes into the district will be surprised at the immense mass of
misery and impurity there.

160. Do you consider that any improvement in the sewerage and drainage of
those places would very much improve the health of the inhabitants *—I think
it would, certainly.

161. Would it not save considerable cost to the parishes, by preventing many
of the inhabitants heing affected with illness '—Most decidedly.

162, Mr. Patten.] What iz the eondition of the inhabitants :—Many of them
are labourers, and others very poor artisans. In West-street they are of the
lowest description of persons.

163. Are they labourers in regular employment, or whose employment depends
on accidental cirenmstances :—They ave day labourers. A great number of them
are Ivish people; and when the husband is out of work, the children and the
family live upon the parish.

164, Lord James Stuart.] Do a great number live in one room ?—Yes; I have
been in a room, not more than seven feet long and six broad, in which there were
four women and two men sleeping every night: they were sitting round the fire
smoking their pipes when 1 went in,

165. They were all sleeping together in that room ?—Yes, ﬂﬂnstﬂ!lﬂ_}'-ﬁ bt

100, 1l
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106. Mr, Patlen.] You are not aware of the amount expended in any one

ish in that district 7—I believe it is 1,000/, a year in St. Scpulchre’s parish ;

ut taking it upon the whole, it is 4,0004 or 5,000/ a year altogether, expended

upon the pan.é!:)er population.

167, Mr. Congper.] Can you form any notion of the extent to which the fever

nerated in those distriets has reached the better streets *—I know two cases

from Back Bear Alley ; it extended to the families on each side of the lane; it
,,:unﬁuc{l itself there ; it did not not extend itself further.

168. Mr. Paften.] What is the establishment of medical men, beside yourself,
attending this district 7—I attend the northern district. I have a colleague
who attends the south side, St. Bride’s, and Ludgate-hill, and a portion of St.
Andrew’s. .

1fig. What number of patients have you in your district #—The first year 1
had 1,100 ; the average is not so large now, it is about 700 ; 1 have had a great
deal of typhus fever and small-pox.

170. Chairman.] Is small-pox very prevalent now r—It is not so prevalent as
it was.

171. The want of ventilation and drainage makes those disorders more malig-
nant, of course 7—Yes; when we remove them out of those places into the work-
house, the mortality is diminished.

172. Lond James Stwart.] Were you there in the time of the cholera ?—1 was.

173. Was that very malignant in that quarter ~—It was, very.

174. Mr. Tufnell.] Which suffer most from the disorders, the parents or the
children ¥—Measles and small-pox generally among the children ; typhus fever
is particularly fatal to the adults.

175. Mr. Walker.] Is Field-lane within your district >—Yes ; typhus fever is
never out of that; the Fleet Ditch is running through the centre of it, and
people of the lowest deseription living there ; most of all, those courts are the
receptacle of thieves and pickpockets, and the most abandoned of females.

Mr. Samwel Byles, called in; and Examined.

176. Chairman.] YOU live in Church-street, Spitalfields ?—1 do.

177. You have sent a Report upon the state of portions of that district to the
Poor Law Commissioners, which 1s given in the Heports on the sanitary state of
the labouring classes, page 26 7—1It is. i

178. It appears from that Report that you are acquainted with that division
of the Whitechapel Union, of wlhit-.h you have been the medical officer. You
say, “ I scarcely know what portions to deseribe as the worst; in Whitechapel

arish, Essex-street, and its numerous courts, as Martin’s-court, Moor's-court,
tesex-court, Elgar-square,” several numbers in the street, * George-yard, and
New-court, in the same; Crown-court, Wentworth-street, and many parts of
that street, all lodging-houses, have been the general and almost constant abode
of fever for years past ' *—That is quite correct,

179. Then you go on to say, “In Spitalfields parish, the other side of Went-
worth-street, all Rose-lane, L‘fslgpiﬂvmm‘t., Factory-court, many houses in Flower
and Dean-street,” several houses in * Red Lion-street, all” Ireland-court and
Cﬂi,h'r-}’ill'd, in that street, New-court, Vine-court, "Ir"'ml,h}'ard, Tiuu-pf;m(-, the
courts in Pearl-street, &e. have heen equally prolific of fever cases;” that is a
correct account —Quite so.

180. You particularize one or two houses which have been visited with fever,
and you say that in relation to those, * The same remark applies to Hudson's-
court, Wheeler-street, and the houses adjoining the court ; all these houses, and
in fact the larger portion of what I have before specified, are old and dilapidated,
and to this circumstance and the want of paint and whitewash, I attribute in a
great degree the perpetuation of febrile disease ; it is also a fearful fact, that in
almost every instance where patients die from fever, or are removed to the
1“}-“-‘{!“5'] ﬂrhﬁ'{lrk}lﬂli:i[‘, their rooms are let as BOO 0S5 pu:‘-.f-ihll: to mew tenants, anud
no precaution used, or warning given " ?—That is the case invariably, 1 may say.

151, * As to the drainage, it 15 so generally defective, and in all the courts
and alleys, and some of the back streets, so much decomposing animal and vege-
table matter acemmulates, that I do not know hLow to particularize;” is that a
correct account ?*—[t is quite so.
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182, You go on to state, with respect to certain other houses, that you con-
sider them hot-beds for fever; you think that is not overstated >—Not in the
least degree,

183. “ And in those, as well as in houses let out to weekly tenants, scarcely
any notice or care is ever taken wlhiere a patient dies, or is removed, but probably
the first new-comer is put into the sick man’s bed ” 7—That is the case ; at the
lodging-houscs especially.

184. You say, you attended during the last year, out of the workhouse, about
600 cases of fever, a large proportion of which were clearly ascribable to the
evils before alluded to; and you add, * I have met with no backwardness on the
part of t_hc local authorities to meet these evils, but at present they possess no
means of so doing " ?—That is the ease ; I believe there is some slight improve-
ment in that respeet, that under the New Police Act the district surveyor is
liable to a penalty if a nuisance is pointed out to him and he does not take means
for removing it.

185. Is the distriet you referred to in this Report inhabited by the poor of the
working elasses *— Almost entirely, except the prineipal thoroughfares.

186. They are the principal sutferers *—Yes.

187. Do you think that many are thrown upon the poor's-rates in conse-
quence '—Yes; a great number of the poor inhabitants are a class of people
living there for the sake of getting employed on the water side, coming to those
lodging-houses to sleep, who pay from 8d. to 6d. a night for their beds, and if
they have been without food durimg the day they are in much greater danger of
taking the contagion of fever than persons who are able to withstand the contagion
from good living. ;

188, Is much expense cast upon the parish by means of those fever cases 2—
I should think that half the money which is 51}1;*‘..nt by the Whitechapel Union is
spent on the cases of individualz whe have no settlement in the union ; casnal
poor who fall ill, and are ill for some days probably, before anybody is aware of
it, then they are either attended at home or removed to the workhiouse, which is
attended with great evils, for there is a great want of infirmary room, and there
is no place particularly for those persons in a very loathsome state brought
there ; they thus furnish the elements of contagion to others.

180. When you say that a great deal of expense is east upon the parish in
conscquence, have they to bear that in consequence of the dizorder generated or
:mg;m:uh.-rl by the cireumstances you have referred to —Yes, in ALY Cases,

190. If that is the case, it would be a considerable saving to the parish in that
respect if, by amy improvements, those evils were got rid of?’—Eventually it
would be a great saving.

191. You state further, * A general and complete power of enforcing sam-
tary precantions is needed, as also an extensive improvement in the sewerage of
the whole district. T do not think that any large outlay of money in erecting
a local fever hospital would be advantageous ; the influx of casmnal poor would
be greater in consequence, and parochial burthens would be thus in every way
increased ; but I consider that the greatest benefit to the distriet would result from
the opening of one or more spacious and extended thoroughfares, and that
they would be a great advantage to the district generally;™ is that your opinion #
—Yes; I think opening a thoroughfare is of more importance than any other
mode, for that would do a great deal of good, not only medically but morally,
for many places 1 have described are hot-beds of crime of every kind as well as
of discase.

192, It is a very neglected distriet 7—1It is; in fact some portions constitute
a complete refuge for eriminals of every description.

103. You state that a great deal of disease is generated by the want of venti-
lation and sewerage ; is there any power in the Sewer Commissioners to oblige
the parties inhabiting the district to communicate with the sewer, if they
made one #—No; and there is unfortunately a paradox ; there is a penalty on
any person communicating from his house into the common sewer.

1094. If they are assessed to it that is not the case, is it7—Yes; it appears to-
be a eomplete paradox ; if privies are known to empty themselves into the com-
mon sewer, the person is liable to a pnnu.l!,f.

195. There iz no power to enforce communication from the houses of the
vefuse water, and so forth, into the common sewer, on the part of the Commis-

sioners *—Not that I am aware of.

1096, They
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196. They have no power of compelling them to bring a small drain into the
large one, to prevent its being choked :—No.

197. Have they any power to prevent any receptacles for filth heing laid down
below the level of the common sewer >—1 believe not, and 1 know it is com-
monly done. There is a common sewer through the main streets of our distriet,
and along the main district of Whitechapel-road ; but this common sewer is con-
siderably higher than the level of many of the cesspools [ am acquainted with;
and there is a circumstance I would take the liberty of mentioning, that in many
parts of the Tower Hamlets they depend almost entively upon the ancient above-
eround watercourses which existed for many years hefore the buildings which
now stand upon the ground, and which found their level into the river when
there were no houses ; hut almost every stack of buildings operates as an hin-
drance, and they become, instead of watercourses, stagnant ponds, and of course
the gources of disease.

198. With respect to the buildings there, do you know what the building re-
gulations are now r—No, I do not at all; the district I am acquainted wih has
a number of very ancient houses, large houses, containing 10 or 12 rooms, and
each room inhabited by a separate family.

199. What is the supply of water in the district ?—The supply is very good ;
they are supplied from the East London Company three times a week, and have
an extra supply on Sunday mornings for washing down.

~200. Can you return the number of persons who have been attacked with fever
in the distriet you are acquainted with*— My Report states that; 1 have had
GO0 cases,

201. In what population 7—I think the whole population of the district is
about 20,000,

202. Are those 600 wholly pauper cases -—Yes.

203. Are there any other cases of fever in persons just above the pauper class
—Yes, but not to that amount, I should think.

204. Do you know whether the tide comes into the old watercourses F—I
think it influences the rineipal ones to a certain extent; I think it is what is
called Nightingale I.nve}

205. Has any essential improvement been made in any of those sewers of
later—I do not particularly know of any. The sewerage of the principal streets
has been looked into and cleansed, and 1 think the neighbourhood has been
benefited. The back parts of this district are not connected with the common
sewers ; they have nothing but overground, surface drainage, and that is attended
to enly by the scavengers, but some of the courts and alleys they never enter.

200. “Lhey are very much neglected :—Yes.

207. Is there any system of inspection of the drainage, or the conveyance
from the houses, or those various matters which affeet the health of the poorer
inhabitants ?—1 am not aware of any, exeept the surveyor of pavements, and |
think his observation extends only to that part which comes under the observa-
tion nf the Commissioners of Pavements; his power does not extend into the
mterior of the liouzes to look to the state of the privies or the drains.

208. Does his power extend beyond the pavement *— No, I think it dees not.

209. Then it does not extend probably to these courts 7—No; there is no in-
spection except when the people li’mm suffered more than ordinarily with fevers,
when the attention of the parish officer bas been called to the math:r; then they
have gone round and represented to the inhabitants of the houses and the land-
lords the necessity of being more cleanly, but that has soon died away.

210. When you are alarmed by a great body of fever coming Upon vou, you
begm to remonstrate 7—Yes, ; <

_211. Then it dies away with the fever till things return to the old state 7
Yes, that was particularly the case when there was cholera, and has been sinee
on two or three occasions,

212, There is no regular attention to measures of a  sanitary mature, to pre-
vent the recurrence of those evils™—No; I think there should be a power from
the Government ; I believe it exists in some of the continental citics.

213. Do you not think, that some power of making an improvement in the
drainage, and the inspection of those distriets, to keep them in a elear state,
would save a great deal of expense, by preventing those disorders being so pre-
valent?—Yes, I think it would.

214.- And would much inecreasze the comfort of the humbler classes T—Yes,
deeidedly, :

0'4?- n
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215. Are there a great many children in those distriets ?—A great many,

216. Is their health very much affected in consequence of the evils deseribed ?
— When there iz any prevalent disorder, it is rendered very virulent; small-pox
is prevented in a great degree by vaccination; but when it does 'oceur, it is
generally of the confluent kind.

217. Are there schools in those districts for the children *—Yes, but not suffi-
cient for the population ; the children in our district are made useful to their
parents at so early an age, they will not sacrifice their time by letting them go
to school.

218. In what way are they made useful ? — In winding bobbins for the
weavers ; they begin doing that at seven years of age, and when we get into the
worst districts, the children are sent out to beg, and are beaten by their parents
if they do not bring home a certain sum at night.

219. The efficiency of any school would be in some measure impaired by the
state in which the children are when at home, would it not —I should say, cer-
tainly it would ; they have an exceedingly bad example.

220, And they live in a state of filth, misery and destitution "—Yes; that
operates in this way, that the parents are ashamed to let their children go to
school on account of the state of destitution they are in.

221. Mr. Ingham.] Are there any play-grounds attached to the schools?—
No, I think not, except at one school, which was lately established, the British
school in Harve-street Fields, T think they have a play-gronnd, but our national
school has no playground ; it was built in the most crowded part of the parish,
where ground is most valuable.

222. Is there anything particular in the diet cf the poor in the distriet,
which yon think disposes them much to disorder i —I think they eat a great deal
of coarse bad fish.

223. The refuse from the ordinary fish-market >—Yes, it is taken off and car-
ried to their garrets, and kept till next day perhaps.

224. When fish is supplied fresh, it is a healthy diet, is it not —I think it is
oceasionaily, but not constuntly.

225. Do you know the state of health of the poor in those districts where fish
is much eaten F—I1 do not.

23, {?ﬁ({fa'irmn.] Do t'!urj' uge cocon mueh =1 think not much, unless where
the children are employed in the factories connected with the silk weavers; there
the children have cocoa for breakfast.

227. You think that very nutritious *—Yes.

228, -More so than coffee or tea '—Yes.

220, Mr. Patien.] What are the wages of the weavers in the distriet 7—1I think
they cannot earn, on the average, 10 s, a week.

230. What can a common labouver earn ?—The greater part of them have no
regular work ; they go down to the docks and get from 25 6d. to 35 a day;
but, in general, they do not have four days work : they are badly off.

231. Mr. Tufaell.] You have had opportunities of seeing the children of
other persons in the same class of life, what is your opinion of the health, com-
paratively, of the children, in this districe?—I think a smaller number reach to
the years of matuarity.

232. Is there any difference in their stature and strength 7—1I think very much,
among the weavers; many of them are Irish, and their children are very fine
children, but they are much disposed toinflammatory complaints ; a great many
die before ten years of age.

233. There is a marked difference in the stature and strength of the weavers’
children 7—Yes ; I can point out, in passing along the streets, the child of a
weaver: the women bear children with great difficulty.

234. Chairman.] What sort of silk goods do they weave, articles of luxury —
The weaving of Spitalfields is now in extremes, either the very richest or the
very thinnest :ﬂldl poorest; the middling quality of silk is wove very much in
Manchester, and the large towns in the north.

235. Mr. Zufnell.] Do you think those persons having lived in such a neighbour-
hood for a number of years, their children are subjeet to any particular diseases ?
—1 think they are very much disposed to serofulous diseases; their hones are
softer, and they are subject to diseases of that kind ; formerly the weavers could
go out into the fields and get freshair, but they cannot do that now.

236. Mr. Walker.] Is not their employment carried on in very close m:-%s-?

—Yes,
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—Yes, they shut out the air to prevent the effect of it on the fabric they are Mr. Samuel Byles.
forming. /

237. Chairman.] That is an additional reason why the district about them
should be elean and healthy 7—Yes.

238. Mr. Walker.] Does the air which is let in affect the colour or the weight
of the silk >—It affects the colour I know, and I believe it affects the weight also.

27q. Mr. Pu!fm,] What person is there in your district who has authority to
remove muisances F—The surveyor of pavements, 1 think, is the only one who
has authority to remove nuisances.

240. How would the removal of a nuisance be earried into execution?—He
would order it to be removed, and il the person negleeted to remove it, he would
be subject to a fine, I believe.

241. Is there any authority to compel any particular person to remove
a nuisance lying in the street i—1 suppose the person at the nearest house
would be obliged to do it. 5

242. What class of persons are the landlords cf those houses chiefly 7—The
houses are sublet very much; I question whether the original landlords, in
‘a large proportion, are known at all; a great many houses are o sublet that
all direet title is lost.

243. By whom are the rates paid i—They are generally paid by the person
who holds a certain number; by a builder, for instance, who holds them and
repairs them, and becomes answerable for the payment of the rates; that is
a Elrir.rill_;e arrangement hetween the owner of the property and the parochial
authorities.

244. In the case of those nuisances, is he the person who would be obliged
to remove them '—Yes, if the power existed to compel it, but there is no such

er at present. There is one house which I have visited, which has been
the constant habitation of fever for 15 years. 1 have enforced upon the land-
lords the necessity of cleansing and lime-washing it, but it has never been done.
There was one house where there were five deaths in six weeks; there was such
a horror that it was shut up for a few weeks, but at length the landlord let it,
and the persons who came in were immediately attacked. T know one house
which was shut up for two years after persons had died in it; and that the persons
who next came in were immediately attacked ; no person had paid attention to
whitewashing or cleansing, in the interim.

245. Can you, as a medical man, suggest any regulations for rendering the |
place more healthy for the future *—1I think if there was an officer of health in |
every neighbourhood, that would be sufficient, just as the relieving officer iz an
assistance to the medical officer. If 1 have a pauper patient who is under my
care who iz destitute of necessaries, the relieving officer under my direction sup- g
plies him with necessaries ; so if there were an officer of health, if 1 could point f
out any house where, from being the abede of fever, precautionary measures f(
were necessary, that would effect much.

246, Should that officer be connected with the Board of Guardians or the #

25 March 1840,
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Commissioners of Sewers i—I think it should be a person independent of all
local anthority, and there should be a power of inspection.

247. Do you think that the Board of Guardians, whose interest it is to pre-
gerve the health of the neighbourhood, are not the most proper persons to have
the supervisiont—I think in our neighbourhood 1 conld (F :pend upon them for
s0 doing ; but that might not be the case everywhere,

248. Would it be a laborious office in each district ¥—No, I do not think it
would. :

249. Do you think it would occupy the entire attention of one person F—I
think it would. In our union there are three medical officers: but I think
?uch an officer as I refer to, might manage to look to the whole district, because
1t would be his single employment. The medical officers have private practice
also to attend to.

250. By whom would you recommend that the orders of this superintendent
!h!:"'llld be carried into execution with regard to the removal of nuisances ?—1
think the order of the medical officer to this officer should be paramount. £ 1

251. There must be some expenze attending this department ; who would }"-lllll
recommend should defray that 7—I think the expense must fall upon the eounty.
252. Mr. Ingham.] Are you aware that some fever hospitals in the country

D 2 employ
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employ officers of this kind, at the expense of the governors of the charity, to
whitewash 7—Yes ; and I believe that has been done by the Fever Hospital in
London to some extent, but they frequently meet with difficulties,

253. Chairman.] At present, there is nmo power in the Commissioners of
Sewers to compel the owners of houses to make drains, so as to connect every
houze with the sewer?—No; there is not.

254. A good aystem of sewerage and drainage, to be carried into effect for the
rex;m-;lal of the evils from each of these houses, is the first thing to be attended
to?—Yes.

255. With sufficient power to carry that into effect ? —Yes.

256. Do not you think improvements in the Building Aet, so as to prevent
courts withont air passing through them, and walls to prevent the access of air,
would be desirable —Certainly.

257. Do you not think this might be carried into effect by the local authori-
ties in towns r—I think so.

258. In addition to this do you not think =ome inspector, having power to
report to the authorities on the state of the distriet, would be desirable ?—Yes ;
the state of the privies in our neighbourhood is particularly bad ; I am scarcely ever
sent to a case of typhus fever, but my nose is assailed as soon a= | enter the house.

250. How are those privies emptied F—They arc in the state 1 have deseribed ;
there are many landlords with whom nothing but immediate interest has any
effect; they are scarcely ever emptied, but they flow over into the streets ; there
are a number of them where the floors are quite rotten with the continual damp
and wetness ; these circumstances produce tf'plms fever continually. 1 have
made a memorandum of a court, Wentworth-court, which used to be full of
typhus fever; the houses have come into possession of a rich Jew, who has eleansed
them, and I have not had a single case of fever for 15 months; it is entively
inhabited by Jews; the fumigation and lime-washing have answered the purpose
to a great degree there, though there was no power of making sewerage: the
lodging-houses are a great source of nuisance.

2fio. Chairman.] Is there a power of inspecting lodging-hounses in that neigh-
bourhood !—No ; and they are inhabited by thieves and prostitutes in man
instances; and I have actually known the lower classes of prostitutes following their
vocation while they were I:Li]mu'iug under fever, and compelled to do zo by the
mercenary character of the persons in whose houses they were lodging.

261. Mr. Waller.] Do those lodging-houses give accommodation to the
labouring classes, or to those vagrants *—They give accommodation to both;
and thus thoze, who were not o, become corrupted.

262. Chatrinan.] Is there any other faet you would mention *—I would sug-
gest the great importance of a thoroughfare throngh our neighbourhood, which
would break up a great deal of this; if the plan of the Committee on Metro-
politan Improvements were earried into effect ; aline has been recommended b
the rector of our parish, and the authorities, which would do much; if we had a
line traversing Essex-street, Rose-lane, Red Lion-street, Wheeler-street, and
then on through a portion of Bethnal-green, Virginia-gardens, and Anchor-street;
all the evils zeattered over Bethnal-green are eoncentrated there; that is a very
ﬁpulm:s district, the honses are very large and very old, and there is nothing

t a surface drainage.

 Mr. Robert Heelis, ealled in; and Examined.

2615, Chairman.] WHERE do you reside -—In Limehouse. :
26ig. Are you a medical man >—1I am the medical officer for the Limehouse

diztrict of the Stepney Union. - ‘

afi5. What population is eomprised in your district >—Aecording to the last
census it was hetween 15,000 and 16,060,

266. Of what elass of persons >—Decidedly of the lower class; tradesmen, a

very large proportion of mechanics, shipwrights, and Enﬁ'inﬂerﬁ; they form the

largest proportion ; and a great many labourers, that get their living by working
in the tlI:u:kﬁ, e 3

26i7. Will you have the goodness to deseribe the state of the district with
which you are acquainted with regard to drainage and sewerage, and the state of
the habitations of the poorer clases, and any measures which may appear to you

proper with respect to the sewerage, and so on *—The habitations occupied by %hﬂ
_ labouring
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labouring classes may be divided into two descriptions : one, the ancient town,
the old part of the parish ; and another, a very considerable portion, more mo-
dern, which has grown up with the docks; the old part is adjoining the river;
they are principal%-:; wooden houses, with their roofs very much dilapidated ; the
streets are very close and confined. The more modern part is decidedly im-
proved F:ueml y ; small houses, oceupied alwn]fri by more than one family, and
general spmtkinig, better adapted for the working classes.

268. What is the state of the sewerage and drainage particularly —There are
some open ditches still remaining ; the ancient drainage or sewerage ; there is one
in particular; several others have been arched over within the last 10 years;
the tide comes up the whole of them ; there are others there in a very filthy con-
dition, and in the neighbourhood there is always fever, and that fever generally
of very malignant character.

26ig. Are the houses you refer to within a short distance of the open sewer ?
—Within three yards of it.

270. Do you conceive that the fever which eceurs in those houses arvises very
much from that circumstance *—1I have every reason to believe so, for, in other
respects, they are small, convenient houses, and modern,

271. It is the negleet of the drainage heing eovered over -—Yes.

272. Doesthat affect a good many, or very few ?—There are not many houses in
the immediate vicinity of this sewerage ; there is an open space, a neglected field,
which was immediately opposite this. In the year 1838 I had very nearly
every family attacked with fever, and the heads of many of those families were
carried off ; that arose, I conceive, from this cause.

275, Are there other distriets in which those evils have ocenrred ¥ —We have
another sewer which is partially covered ; it is covered hereand there ; in the con-
fined parts of the town it is covered. That comes all the way from Shoreditch.

274. Does that affect the health of the inhabitants >*—It does.

275. Does it pass through a populous district ?7—It passes through a most
densely populous district.

270, Bo you conceive the health of the inhabitants has been affected by that
eireumstance ?—Yes, certainly.

277. What is the state of the drains communicating with the sewerage from
those small houses ; is it perfect or imperfect >—Very imperfect.

278. Are there any small courts, into which your medieal attendance obliges
you to go’—Yes,

279. Is there the same circumstance in operation there 7¥—Yes.

280. Is the absence of cleanliness in attending to those the cause of the illness
which prevails *—Yes.

281, Is there any officer who sees that this refuse is cleared away from theose
small courts *—"There is no officer who has the power of secing to the removal
of those nuisances.

282. Is it neglected in many instances ?—In the main sireets the scavenger
«comes and clears away telerably well, but the narrow courts and alleys are
entirely neglected by the seavenger ; he never enters them. ;

283. The narrow courts and alleys are the very places where those nuisances
most prevail 2—They are, ]

284. They are the very places which ought to be attended to?—Yes; in
ma.ng‘ of those confined places tlm{ hcn’) pigs.

285. In your opinion does the health of those poorer persons suffer from the
want of proper drainage, and the proper enforcement of due regulations for
cleansing and keeping them clean 7—That is my opinion.

286. Are thereany dilapidated houses in that district >—There are many in the
old parts of the parish, they are all dilapidated ; they are very ancient in their
structure ; generally tilﬂ{ are lath and plaster, and damp, as I'mentioned before,
m very close streets, as old streets frequently are; they are very confined.

287. Can you give any particular instances which oceur to vou, in which, from
the want of some authority to take care of the state in which they are, they are
much neglected, and evils oceur in eonsequence >—The cholera first made its
appearance in this ]lml‘ish, and on that occasion there was a little excitement, and
it was found, that though on the side of the street in which it oceurred, the
Commissioners of Sewers had covered over one of those open ditches, there was
not a proper communication with that drainage, but that the old drains were

running over, and in the most filthy condition. In that strect I think there was
not a house but what lost an inhabitant in the cholera.

0.7, D 3 288. Were
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288. Were those dilapidated houses?7—Yes, every one of them; and the
drainace or communieation with this large sewer with these very old houses was
very imperfect; many of the houses never had any eommunication into it.

28q. ]Ml‘, Cowper.] There was no efficient drainage in that sireet #—No ; there
was a sewer, but the owners of the houses did not avail themselves of it.

2go. Chairman.] Are there any houses which have been taken down —Some
houses, a short time ago, in an alley called Glohe-alley, in the corner of the room
there was no roof whatever ; the rain descended in the corner, and carried away
the cciling of the floor below. In that house there was a family living.

2g1. At present if a house is in such a miserable state as to be likely to injure
the health of the tenant, and so forth, is there any mode of procuring inspection;
the lodging-houses, and s0 on 7—No, none whatever.

202. Suppose fever to prevail in a honse, and the family to be obliged to leave
it, or to die there, is there any power to compel cleansing and whitewashing
before fresh persons go in 7—There is none.

203. Do they let them again without that being doner—VYes; there is one
house clozed now, in consequence of the death of the keeper of a lodging-house ;
in that house I attended lodger after lodger with fever. :

204. Would it not be a proper regulation, for the purposes of the preservation
of the health of those poor persons, that there should be some power of inspection
of the state of such houses to which they continually go, and that they should
be properly ventilated and cleansed 7—It would be exceedingly desirable.

205. Is there any power of obliging the persons having houses near a sewer
to drain into it *—Tlhere iz no power to oblige them to do it.

290, Notwithstanding the main drain is so near them, yet there may be no
communication between the houses and the drain *—No; that was precisely the
case in the street to which I have referred.

27. Is there any power to prevent their sinking cesspools or receptacles for
filth below the level of the common sewer 7—No, not that I am aware of; 1 think
there is not.

208, Would not some such regulation be a great advantage 7—VYes; to have
an efficient drainage, it would be necessary. 1 will just mention one circum-
stance which bears me out as to the necessity of drainage in the preservation of
health; the alley in which the cholera first made its appearance; there was a
little excitement at the time; the Commissioners of Sewers covered over an upen
ditch which ran through it ; that alley, since I have lived in Limehouse, now
between 14 and 15 years, I never knew without fever, but since that was covered,
I think, with only one exception, I have not had a case of fever, and that was an
exceedingly dirty family, of filthy and dirty habits.

299. What is the name of that alley 2—White's-rents; these houses are in a
very dilapidated state; there are not so many occupied as there were, but those
are not fit for the habitation of any human being ; it would be desirable to have
them pulled down, but there is no power of enforcing that.

g00. Mr. Tufiell.] Has not there been a great deal of building in that dis-
trict 7—Not within the last seven or eight years ; 10.0r 12 years ago it was rather
overdone, and in consequence of that a great many honses were unoccupied.

g01. Upon the parts which have been lately built, has there been better care
taken for draining F—No better care taken for draining; but the louses are
better adapted for the working classes; there is no better drainage whatever in
the district ; where they are modern houses, there is no continuance of sewerage ;
int the old district there is not a sewer constructed by the Commissioners of
Sewers ; it is a private drainage which they have, and I think a very bad system
too, for in consequence of this, the drain belongs to 2 number of individuals,
and it is diffieult to get those individuals in one mind to cleanse it. The first
street we have in Limchouse, Church-row, inhabited by most respectable persons,
is drained by a private drain, running down in front of the houses; that drain
has not been opened for more than 20 years; every one of the inhabitants 1s
complaining of the nuisance, but still they cannot get them all into one mind to
have it cleansed ; there is no general power to enforee it; the Commissioners of
Sewers have no power over it; and many of the inhabitants of that Row have
opened the drain, immediately in front, at considerable expense to themselves,
but still it accumulates again, it is of no advantage to the drainage ; a private
drainage 1 consider very bad.

302. Chairman,] There should be some power of enforcing a good general
drainage 7 —Yes,

303, In
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303 In what district of the sewers is the place which you now mention !— ir. Robert Heelis.
The Tower Hamlets. :
304. What is the supply of water >*—That is tolerably good, 1 think. 25 March 1840,

305. Are you aware whetlier there are any general regulations with respect to
buildings,as to enforcing a certain degrec of width between the houses,and making
the courts open, so as to allow a current of air to go through them *—I do not
know whether the inspector has authority for that; there is an authority as to
the structure, to render them safe from fire; party-walls, and 20 on; but 1 am
not aware that he has any authority to widen the space, or allow a space between
streets, or boundary-walls, or anything of that sort.

506. There is nothing to prevent such a construction of houses as shall make
them subsequently unhealthy to those who reside in them:—No, not anything
of the kind.

307. Mr. Patten.] Can you state the average number of patients you have
under you, in the course of a year >—One thousand two hundred.

308. Do you know what proportion of those are fever cases >—Not a very
large proportion ; about 200, 1 think. )

309. What are the most prevalent diseases yon attend to there r—The diseases

rincipally are among the children ; the greatest mortality we have is amongst
the children, in consequence of the miserable dwellings that they are forced to
live in ; and we lose a great many from inflammation of the lungs, in consequence
of exposure to the cold.

310. Have you ever made a comparizon between your district and other
districts in London >—I should conceive ours is pretty healthy in comparizon with
some others.

311. Are you intimately acquainted with any other distriets f —No, my prae-
tice out of the parish lies principally on the water side, more in the adjoining
parish of Poplar and the Marshes.

312. What do you consider to be the state of the districts on the east side of
Londen 7—Certainly, higher up, in Whitechapel and Rateliff, I should say, are
decidedly more unhealthy parishes than the one I have to do with, and Shadwell.

313. Mr. Ingham.] 13;1 what Union iz Limehouse 7—In the Stepney Union. |

314. Have you not a school for the reception of all the children belonging to
‘that union ?—Yes; I have the charge of that school. {

315. Mr. George Frederick Young is the treasurer of that school >—Yes,
Mr. Young iz chairman of the Board of Guardians, under whose control the
school is.

316. They teach them work as well as literature, do they notF—Yes,

317. There is a spacious picce of ground attached *—There is.

318. Have you uEaerved the health of the children after they have come to
the school ?—It is remarkably good. .
319. Mr. Tufuell.] What iz the number of the children in those sehools?—

At the present time about 400 ; the last year we did not lose one per cent.

320. Mr. Cowper.] Is the school placed in a thickly populated part of the
district 7—The building is, rather; but still there isa very spacious play-ground.

321. Mr. Tagham.] There iz a master to teach them gymmastic exercises to

omote their health, is there not 7—Yes; and everything which can be adopted

the promotion of their health and comfort is done,

322. Do you find children who come there retain their health ?—Yes, they
are all young ; they have all the mortal diseases to which we all know that young
children are liable. Taking that into consideration, I consider it a most healthy
establishment ; and it is 2 Enr, that though we have 200 under six years of age,
we have not lost one per cent. :

323. Mr. Wilson }l-:-:ﬂm.] Are you acquainted with the medieal conduet of
any other districts which have been spoken to to-day:—I am acquainted with
the medical men.

324. Are they all condueted on a similar plan with your distriet P—Yes.

325. Those gentlemen have made an average of 700 sick in a population of
about 19,000 or 20,000 *—Those gentlemen stated 600 cases of fever ; 1 have had
200 cases of fever, ;

326. Mr. Walker.] Do you mnot consider 12 } per cent. of a population as a
very large amount to come under the superintendence of a medical officer 7—It
15 a large amount, particularly at the parish expense; thoese are all paupers.

327. Do you attribute that large amount of medical relief to the great vigi-

ance and care which the guardians take of the poor?—It appears a large

0.47. D4 amount,
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amount, but it must be taken into consideration that we have no dispensary, or
other t‘.f!urit_\' of any Ll:r!icri]:tiun, within a VETY considerable distance i lnany
have dispensaries or hospitals within a convenient distance, and therefore these
do not appear, perhaps, so many in proportion; we have no dispensary within
a mile and a half.

328, Chairman.] Yours is vather a destitute district in other respects, is it
not 7—We have the labouring classes of the doeks ; they get a very precarious
living; they are principally Irish, and they live together in one house in immense
numbers. The other day I attended a case of fever, which I sent away. In that
house there were 32 individuals living, and in the cellar of that house there were
pigs kept.

329. Are there a good many children in this distriet 7—A very great pro-
portion.

330. Do you not think that the state of destitution and negleet you have
referred to Lias a very injurious effect upon them ?—It has a very bad effect.

331. Do you not think that the effects of attending school, however well con-
ducted during the day, is a good deal neutralized and done awav by the bad
example, and filth and dirt, and want of cleanliness and decency they see at home?
—Yes; but the greatest proportion do not go to school at all.

332. Upon these who do go, those things would still have a very bad effect,
would they not 7—Yes,

333 Mr. O Brien.] Have you ascertained what proportion go to school £
I can only judge from the number of children and the number of schools ; we have
a paroclual school which professes to take 500; I rather think it is something
short of that; then there 1s an infant school lately established, which has 170 ;
that is a very small proportion of the whole children of our neighbourhood.

334. Mr. Walker.] Is the school you superintend entirely devoted to paupers ?
—Entirely to paupers; they are ::itgr:r orphans, or the parents are in the Union
workhouse.

335. Chairman.] Is there a British and Foreign school 7—There is not in that
parish.

336. Upon the whole, they are very destitute of schools ?—Yes.

337. A great proportion are of the working and poorer classes #
five-sixths,

338. Mr. O’ Brien.] Can vou give any opinion as to the means of providing a
remedy for the evils you reprezent to the Committee to exist in this neighbour-

[ should say

- hood ¥—No, I have not paid particular attention to that ; there clearly ought to

be some autherity; I think the Board of Guardians would be the best autho-
rity to place it in the hands of.

330. Mr. Tufnell] At what period of the year is fever most prevalent —In
the autumn and the winter ; but they are very different kinds of fever @ the most
fatal is in the winter season.

340. Does it arise at all from want of fuel 7—Yes; I intended to have men-
tioned that circumstance. I think the price of fuel affects the general health of
the younger classes of this metropolis exceedingly ; and there is another thing in
the construction of houses; that there ought, in my opinion, to be stoves or
grates, or something of better construetion than there are now ; in many of the
poor people’s houses there is no stove whatever : it is not the part of the owner
of the house to supply them ; and especially for the labouring elasses, who are
very migratory, and i’mvu very frequently no fire-place at all, and, if they have
any fire, the greater part of the heat goes up the chimney ; and very few of them
have their stoves set, because they remove their residences so frequently ; conse-
quently they do not get the benefit of the fire they have.

341. Mr, Cowper.] Will you specify in what way the want of fuel operates on
the health of tinahuurfn classes —The younger branches of families dﬂciﬂed]ﬁ
require a degree of WilTIl‘lﬁt, which they have not; then again, the houses whic
are not very well constructed and are not warm, they frequently are damp; in
the modern houses, the sand they make use of in cheap buildings, where they
build at a small expense, iz the sea sand, and it always becomes damp ; it gives,
as it is called.

342. Chairman.] Would it not he an advantage, in your opinion, if there was
a plan, drawn by eompetent authority, pointing out the best mode of construeting
habitations ealeulated for the reception of the working classes ; giving plans for
the construetion of rooms, and pointing out the most economical mode of the
consumption of fuel, which plan might be a kind of pattern of the best kind of

cotlages,



SELECT COMMITTEE ON HEALTH OF TOWNS. a5

cottages, afford information to builders and so forth ?—Some, perhaps, might Mr. Rebert Heelis

adopt it, but I fear it would not be general. : B
343—4. Arc vou aware that there is any such work at present:—I am not. &5 March 1840.
345-0. Mr. fngham.] Are you aware that there is a London tax on coal?—Yes,
347-8. Mr. Wilson Patten.] Does that affect the price much?—I am sure I

cannot sy,
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Mr. Edward White, called in; and Fxamined.

340. Chairman.] YOU are a medical man ?—1 am. Mr. E. IFhite.

450. Residing where :—In Lamb’s Conduit-street. .

351-2. A portion of the Holborn Union is under your medieal superinten~ 27 March 1840.
denee’— I am one of the medical officers of the Holborn Union.

253. Would you be kind enough to state to us the district with which you are
best acquainted :—The Union consists of the parish of 5t. George-the-Martyr,
Quecn-square, the upper portion of St. Andrew’s, Holborn, (what is called above
the bars, out of the City,) and the liberty of Hatton-garden, Safiron-hill, and
Ely-rents.

354. Is that a district in which there are a great number of the working
classes P—A great number of the labouring classes,

355. What is the condition of it, with respeet to sewerage, draining, and
cleansing, throughout the whole of the distriet or locality you have mentioned F—
I would beg to state, that my duties do not extend further east than Leather-
lane, therefore I am not 0 well acquainted with that portion which comprises
Saffron-hill, the most dirty and mest densely populated of the Union, and where
the drainage has been worse attended to than any other part of the Union.

356. We will only go to the parts you know ; with respect to the portion you
are acquainted with, what are the circumstances in the respects 1 have men-
tioned >—1I should say the most unhealthy part, and where disease most gene-
rally prevails among the poor, is between Gray's-inn-lane and Leather-lane.

357. What is the state of the drainage and cleansing there —There is a long
street,—and | happen to know a little of the drainage, from being a member of the
Board of Health at the time of the cholera in 1832; and 2 mood deal was then
done to improve the drainage of the parish, but it is capable of very great im-

cement still,—there iz a long street called Baldwin’s-gardens, with 80 houses
in it ; it extends from Gray's-inn-lane to Leather-lane, and there is no sewer
down this street.

358. Is it inhabited chiefly by the working classes *—One end is more parti-
cularly so, and closely confined.

350. There is no sewer there 7—No sewer down the street.

360. What is the state of the cleanliness of it !—Many of the houses in a very
filthy state, and badly ventilated.

361. In your judgment, have any fevers arizen from this neglect 7—I think
there have.

g6z. Is there any other district you would mention particularly *—There is a
place or court called Tindal's-buildings, opposite the entrance into Gray's-inn,

363. Is therea |i.1m:f_- called Back-hill, and also Eyre-street-hill 7—Yes ; they
are more healthy places ; they are much worse houses in Tyndall’s-buildings,

0.47. E 36i4. Garden-court >—
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364. Garden-court 7—Yes, there is that place.

305. 1 have a statement that there have been several bad eases of typhus there ?
—Yes, there have,

366. Are those places drained 7—Very badly drained ; they have no common
sewer ; I consider Tyndal’s-buildings the most unhealthy part of my district ;
I think there are 20 houses in it that are inhabited almost exclusively by poor
Irish labourers and their families ; they are very densely erowded ; perhaps, in
a room of half this size, there would be from a dozen to 15 people sleeping in it;
the rooms arve dark, and badly ventilated, and the filth nIP those houzes for the
most part enters into a kind of back cellar or open cesspool, frequently without
any covering over it, from which a malaria arises at certain periods, r\'er}r per-
nicious to the health of the inhabitants. There are some houses in this court
that are hardly ever free from fever ; there was a woman and a child sent from
there to the Fever Hospital about three weeks ago ; they returned eured ; they had
not been back six wc:ﬁg:.ﬂ. before the mother had another attack that proved fatal.

367. Does that arise, in your opinion, from the neglect of eleanliness 7— Yes;
partly from that and the filthy habits of the inhabitants,

368, Mr. Coeper.] Is there any outlets in Tyndall's-buildings ?¥—No; and very
few of the houses have any windows, except on one side; they are built as if
against a wall.

36g. Chairman.] There is a place called Fox-place, Feathers-court, Portpool-
lane, and another court leading from it ¥—Yes ; Portpool-lane is the same length
as Baldwin’s-gavdens; the health of that place has been improved by Messrs.
Reids, the brewers, liul'[ing down many houzes to make a }'an{.

370. There are many similar places described in the Report from that Union
to the Poor Law Commissioners ; Baldwin's-gardens, Baldwin's-place, and man
other places of that description ; some parts of Eagle-street and Little Ormond-
yard F—Yes.

371. Is it an accurate account to say that they are in a bad and neglected
state F—Yes,

372. That is, as to drainage, dirt, and s0 on*—Yes.

373. Mr. Cowper.] Do you know Portpool-lane *—Yes,

374. Has there been much fever in that neighbourhood 7—Yes; this lane
runs parallel with Baldwin’s-gardens. 1 am not aware that there is a sewer
down it ; [ believe not.

375. Chairman.] Those districts of which you have spoken are neglected in
point of sewerage >-—Yes.

376. Is there any system of inspection to see that they are kept regularly
cleaned or swept out, or the cesspools emptied —There is a conrt-leet existing,
but those gentlemen very seldom make an inspection of the parish, except where
a honse is reported as likely to tumble down.

377. Is there any system of inspection likely to lead to the eleansing of those
places ?—No, not any.

378. Would it not be a great advantage to those persons that such should be
the case 7—Yes; it wonld very much tend to promote their health if the simple
act of whitewashing conld be performed. There are houses three stories high;
there are eight rooms in the house, and in each of those rooms a family is resid-
ing. and the whitewasher's brush does not appear to have been used for years.

370. Do vou know of any instances in those negleeted receszes of houses and
apartments being infected with fever, the family going out and others coming
in and taking the fever?—Not in the same room. 1 have always recom-
mended whitewashing, and it is generally done. :

380. Do you Lhi:ﬁc it desirable to have some authority to whitewash and
eleanse those houses 7—Yes ; it would be a most salutary regulation if the room
was fumigated and cleansed.

481. Has the parish been put to a considerable expense in consequence of the
increase of disease arising from these causes?—Yes; | have known of cases
where the parents have both died in consequence of the fever, and the children
sent to the workhouse.

382. A regulation of that kind would be a benefit to the parish ? —Yes.

2849, Mr. ﬁ:wjmr.] Do you conzider that the tfp]lll!i fever is of the nature of
a malaria fever >—Do you mean the exciting eause of it ?

384. Yea,—VYes; I think it arizses ::lcﬂ_-,a.ﬁy from the poison generatedhinlfh::

ality,

o e it
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locality, and there being a predisposition, from a bad state of health, or a pecu-  Mr. E. e,
liar state of constitution, or intemperate habits,

385. So that the expense which falls upon the parish by the propagation of =7 March 1840,
typhus fever might be saved, if there was no infection in the district #—1 think
so, certainiy.

386. Chairman.] This is a very crowded locality 7—Yes, the most crowded.

387. Can you give us any notion of the population in the district you have
spoken ofi—No. iy .

388, Are you anxious for the inhabitants to get into any open place to get
fresh air?-=Yes.

38g. Do you not think that it wml‘hl be an advantage if an open space was
rescrved for public walks for the people:—Yes, very much so.

390. You think it would promote the health of those persons ?—No doubt of it.

301. Mr. Cowper. ] Have you had any opportunity of comparing the London
population of the poorer classes with that of the country, as to their physical
condition 7—MNo, I have not.

302. Have you observed a great difference in the physical condition of the

le who live in the districts you have deseribed and those who live in better
ventilated streets '—Yes, 1 have, decidedly.

303. Have you found greater weakness among those rcsidin% in close situa-
tions ’—Yes, and a more emaciated appearance and greater debility generally.
1 think in those districts full one-third of my out-door patients arc natives of
Ireland, or their children. It appears to me that those people, though they get
EmP]ﬂ."r"f'ﬂ as labourers, scem to have ne idea of paying anything for lodging ;
only 1s. or 1s. 6e. per week., Now in those buildings I have mentioned, I do
not think there is an English family ; there may be one, but it is almost entirely
confined to Irish labourers. '

304. They do not attach much importance to their lodgings 2—No.

305. Chairman.] Have you observed in those localities where this negligence
prevails, that the liealth of the children is much injured by the want of ventila-
tion and the closenessi—I think that the children in those places, unless very
strong, die early; that is the reason that people say they appear so healthy ; if
they are not healthy they are carried ofi.

306. You think that this want of cleanliness is irijuriuus to the health of the
children:—Yes; I have had cases of typhus in children of seven years and
upwards.

97. Does it increasze the malignity of the small-pox 7—Yes, very much so.

398. Mr. Cowper.] What is the health of the children in the Union generally ?
—In the workhouse, do you mean?

309. Yes.—They are very healthy.

400. Are they out of town 1—They are all now in the union-housze in Gray’s-
inn-lane ; they ilﬂ"ﬁ:‘. as good health now as when at Barnet, and better than at
Norwood ; we had many die there.

401. Mr. Tufnell.] How many years have you had charge of this part of the
parish 7—Two years and a half; 1 have been a medical man in the parish for
upwaids of 20 years.

4o2. Has there been any considerable increase of building in that neighbour-
hood 7— No; it is an old part of the town; in some places old houses have been
pulled down ; the Messrs, Reid have pulled down a great number of small
houses, and have made an opening, and there is better ventilation ; there have
been no open spaces built upon.

403. Do you know whether the health of the people has been worse of late
years than it was formerly 7—No.

404. It has been improving 7—Yes ; there was less fever last year than in the
year before ; 1 have the number of cases of fever in my pocket; it prevailed
much in 1838,

405, Mr. H"ﬂﬁ‘ﬂ'.] You attribute a Iml‘t of the inerease of the healthiness to
the improved habits of the people?—Yes, to a certain extent. In 1838 I had
210 cases of fever; 11 died and 27 removed to the Fever Hospital. In 1838,
120 cases, of which 7 died and 14 removed to the Fever Hospital.

406. Mr. Cowper.] Do yvou attribute that to the season ?—To the less malig-
nant nature of the fevers.

407. Not to any general improvement of the district ?—No.

qo8. Chairman.] Do think that the district still needs improving 7—Yes ;

E2 I think
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I think the health of the poor might be improved by increased draining and
cleanliness, and ventilation; and if you get the people more tem]mrau, and
moral, they will become more cleanly.

409. Do you not think that this neglected state of the courts as regards clean-
liness and drainace, and decency, has a very considerable effect l.lpll}]l the moral
character of the children 7—Y es, they run about half naked.

410. If they go to school in tlu' day, the habits thev Ilau a bad effect
upon_them when they return 7 —Yes; the bad habitations injure their health,
and the bad habits lhm.r see injure their morals,

John Wood Wilkes, ealled in ; and Examined.

% 411. Chairman.] YOU arve the relieving officer of the Holborn Union I—
es.

412, And well acquainted with the distriet spoken to by the last witness :—
Yes.

413. Do you confirm his general account of the want of cleansing and venti-
lation, and draining, which he has spoken to *—1I do.

414. Do you believe the evils he has spoken of arise from those causes?—
Yes; there is a sewer down Leather-lane and Gray's-inn-lane, but in the inter-
mediate courts there is nothing of the sort. With respect to Saffron-hill it is
very unhealthy, the houses very old, and very populous, and the inhabitants of
them extremely filthy and t]ll‘l\-’. and with the exception of the Fleet Ditch,
which is near there, there is no drainage of any sort, which is certainly very
much wanted.

415. The poorest distriets, which, from the habits of the people, would require
the greatest attention and the greatest facility to carry off the hlth, appear to be
the most neglected }—Yes, they do; these two districts, the eastern part of
Giray’s-inn-lane, and then the eastern part of Leather-lane, or the Saffron-hill
district ; these two districts very much require draining.

410. Now, with regard to ventilation, there are in that populous district you
have mentioned many courts and alleys through which there is no current of
air >—There are numerous courts and alleys, and some few have no current
of air.

417. Courts in which they are built up at one end ? —VYes,

418. Are those eourts inhabited by the persons spoken of I—Yes ; those courts
are, particularly behind Gray's-inn-lane and Saffron-hill.

419. To the econsequence of the negligenee you have spoken of, or the want
of those due regulations, do you attribute the i1l health in the district in zome
measure, and the fevers which prevail there *—Yes; doubtless illness arises from
the situation.

420, Have there been fevers in that district t=—Yes, frequently.

421. Have you many cases that came to vou for relief in consequence —Yes,
several cases ; the number of fever cases we have sent to the hospital 1 can speak
to generally ; these are comsidered desperate cases; they are sent upon the
recommendation of the medieal officer; I do not zend any without medieal
advice. We had 18 the first year, 43 the second, and &3 the third; we are now
in the fourth year, and have sent 23; we have rather improved in respect of
fever cases this year.

422. Are those cases of fever from houses in this neglected part of the town,
and do you attribute them to this state of dirt and filth 'r—'! es, [ da.

423, Do you think that the filthy condition of many of the populous districts
spoken of is likely to encourage fever 2—1I do.

24. Mr. Cowper.] Can you state what amount of expense was thrown upon
the Union by the cases of fever you have alluded to?—We pay a guinea with
cach patient ; if they are there only a few hours, a guinea ; if for days, a guinea ;
that is the charges.

425. Are there a great number of fever cases that do not go to the hospital
—Yes, several ; Mr. White returned 110 or 210 ; there are very many.

420. Chairmazn.] Are the habits of the poorer classes in the istricts you speak
of, reckless and intemperate *—Yes; and many of them are very filthy in their
habits. They are principally L'unﬁlm:l I must zay, to the Irish; they are very
indifferent almut what sort of l{:dmng they have. It is no uncommon thing to
find five or six familicz in a small room. I liave seen a donkey in the same

room;
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room ; and I have seen, upon another occasion, pigs living in the same room ;
and also stale fish.

427. Are the lodging-houses occupied by the Irish, or other persons as well,
casually 7
are a great number of Irish there, and at Saffron-hill.

428. That is the place you have deseribed as wanting drainage ?—Yes.

420. It needs it more than the other  —Yes.

430. Mr. Tufnell.] Has the want of ventilation and drainage attracted the atten-
tion of the local authorities 7—Yes; and it has been attended to on one or two
occasions; but under the Metropolitan Police Courts’ Act there is a very hene-
ficial elause with respect to cleansing these houses. I believe that the guardians
are empowered and can complain to the magistrates of any particular house or
houses, and the magistrates have the power to summon the inhabitants or the
owner of the property ; and if he doesnot cleanse the property within a certain
time, seven days I[ believe, the magistrate can direct the parish officer to do it, at
the expense of the owner. It is a recent Act, as you are doubtless aware of,
but much good may be done by its being carried into effect.

431. With regard to the sewerage, has any representation been made to the
commissioners ; vou say there are only two districts in that situation 7—No;
only two.

432. Has any representation been made to the commissioners’—I do not
know ; my duties are rather confined to that of relieving-officer.

433- If those cases of fever are caused by malaria arising from want of sewers,
it is strange there should not have been a representation made to the commis-
sioners —We have had no inerease of fever ; bur this state of things must cause
fever.

434. The lower classes that inhabit these places are only casual residentsr—
No, the Irish reside there for years ; m:m.ig' families have resided there for years,

435. Have you any manufuctory there 7—No, not in our Union.

450. Is there any particular demand for labour 7—They are principally brick-
layers' labourers, and stonemaszons’ labourers, and navigators,

437. Do you find any difference between the habits of the English and Irish
labourer '—VYes, certain%:,-; I find the English labourer more cleanly in his per-
son and habitation ; he is not so content to put up with anything.

438. Their families are more free from fever *—Yes.

439. Youn have not had any instances in your district of any improvement tak-
ing place in the buildings in regard to ventilation and the consequent improve-
ment upon that change 7—No; at the time of the cholera there was a general
cleansing of our parish by the paving board, which produced some benefit,

440. Do the poor suffer from want of fuel very much ?=—No, with the assist-
ance we give them ; there is a good deal of charitable relief in our parish, so that
they do not suffer much from want of fuel in our Union, and 1 have been rather
surprised at it ; 1 have generally found them with good fires ; there has not been
that scarcity of firing 1 should have expected. When I visit them, as I make it
my duty to do, if I find them in a deplorable state, [ order all of them into the
house.

441. Chairman.] Is there a good supply of water in this neighbourhood 17—
Yes, by the New River Company : there is no scareity of water,

Mr. John Clarke, called in ; and Examined.

5 442. Chatrman.] YOU are the medical officer of the St. Olave’s Union 12—

es.

_443. You speak to a populous district below London-bridge, on the Southwark
side of the river 7Y es,

444. What parish is it :—The Union consists of three parishes, St. Olave’s,
St. Jolu's, and 5t. Thomas’s parish.

445. Isit L‘hicﬂ{ inhabited by the working elasses *—There are a great number

of the labouring classes inhabiting it, who are obtaining a precarions livelihood
from the wharfs. T

440. Extending from London-bridge along the side of the river, and extend-
ing inland F—Yes; but not far inland.

447. Does it cross the line of the Greenwich Railway *—The line of the
Greenwich Railroad intersects it.

Q47 : EJ 445. Be

Behind Gray's-inn-lane, we call that part of it Little Ireland, there

J. Wood IF ilkes.

27 March 1840,
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448. Be kind enough to deseribe to us the state of that district, with relation
to the habitations of the poorer classes, as regaris :Irainiug and cleansing and
ventilation, and any eireumstances that affect the health of the working classes,
arising from any neglect in those respects ?—The labouring classes, who are
inhabiting the district over which [ preside as medieal officer, are principally
inhabitauts of Ireland, who come over here seeking to obtain a subsistence
from their labour.  They are very densely erowded together, inhabiting chiefly
the courts and alleys pervading the district in every direction; the houses
are of the very worst description, badly built, and ill provided in every respect.
Most of them have the light obtained only from one side of the house, conse-
quently there is no thorough draft of air through the tenement. In many
courts a single privy is provided, aceessible to all the inhabitants of the court,
and this privy iz placed over a common zewer or diteh, often without any cover-
ing whatever. The inhabitants are mot very particular and careful in their
observances of cleanliness, and consequently it frequently happens that those
privies are in the most filthy state that can be conceived.

440. Mr. Wilson Patten.] Does this apply generally to the distriet 7—In some
part of it it is unfortunately very general; in other parts, where there is a con-
venienee attached to the house, it is placed over an open diteh ; those ditches
or sewers, as they are called, pervade the distriet in every direction, They
terminate, many of them, in a large sewer recently constructed, and others
empty themselves into the Thames.

450. Chairman.] Do they pervade the district in every direction ?—Yes.

451. Mr Walker.] 1z there much fall in those ditches F—No, very little;
gome of those ditches, at high tides, are filled with the water from the Thames,
and others not; it depends upon the height of the tide whether the water runs
into them or not. In some cases the privy is immediately over the diteh, and in
others not #0: of course the fluid that accumulates in those ditches is of the
most filihy deseription, and the effluvia emanating from them at some seasons of
the year are of the most noxious kind, and the inhabitants living in this locality
are very liable to fevers for a number of months for nearly two years 1 was
never without eases of typhus fever on my list.

452. Chairman.] Arising, do you think, from those causes ?_—-Yas, Ih-glieru
arising especially from those causes ; the habits and mode of living of the inha-
bitants predisposing them to attacks of fever. b

453. What number of persons, speaking not very closely, do you think inha-
bit this district 7—I can hardly state accurately the number of the labouring
classes,

454, Are there many thousands?—Yes; I should say between 5,000 and
6,000 of the labouring clazses inhabit this distriet. :

455. Mr. Walker.] What Pmlmrl,iun of the population do you suppose to be
of the labouring class 7—One-third ; our distriet comprises about 21,000, and
one-third consists of the labouring population that inhabit the locality I have
spoken of. f

456. Chairman.] The description of open ditches and stagnant places you
describe apply chicfly to the localities inhabited by the "'""‘31'15”'3.' classes 7—Yes;
but those ditches unfortunately run into other districts inhabited by shopkeepers
and others. ; A0

457. Does the negleet you have spoken of, in your opinion, generate fevers,
and operate most injuriously to the health of those poor persons ?—There is no
doubt that the habits and modes of living of the poorer classes in this district
predispose them to attacks of fever ; and their residence in this locality subjects
them to fever, :

458. You have said there were many Irish there; are there any Eﬂ.'gllﬁ._}l
labourers >—Yes, there are some ; but those I speak of obtain a precarious liveli-
hood, by working day-labour on the wharfs. :

450. Do they carn good wages 7—No, very scanty wages, not sufficient to
maintain their families ; and many of them set their wives and children to work
at sackmaking and other things.

abo, They g;mﬂ. not able, h:ﬁlm wages they earn, to get the kind of food that
would fortify them against the attacks of disease ?—It is not sufficient to provide
them with adequate and nutritious food. 1 T

461. Mr. Wilson Patten.] What is the average of their wages 1—It iz impos-

sible to tell ; they are employed at the wharfs, by which they obtain so muc}h per
. 10UT ;
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hour ; they may get two or three hours per day, and sometimes a whole day’s
labour.

46z, Chairman.] Where people get only an insufficient supply of food, is it
not necessary that they should be gnarded from disease, by a hetter Ir!l:lf]-r: of ven-
tilation, and sewerage, and draining 7—No doubt it is of the utmost importance.

463, What is the supply of water there *—Very good ; but it is obtained from
asmall eock, which is placed generally in the courts, to whichall the inhabitants
have access at a certain hour in the day.

464. With respect to the drainage coming up to those liouses in the ecourts,
are there any covered drains that come up to them ?—None whatever; there 15
only a little gutter frequently provided in the centre of the court, which is not
sufficient to answer the purpose of drainage; the inhabitants care nothing about
drainage, and throw out into the open gutter all their offal and refuse.

465. ls there any system of inspection by any eompetent authority ]mﬁr{g}hf}
power to cleanse away the offal and filth, and to see that they have sufficient
drains carried up to the houses 7—I believe it is directed to be done, but there
are no persons who feel sufficient interest in it to see that it is done.

466. Is it done I—No.

467. Mr. Wilson Patten.] Whose duty is it /—The leet jury, I believe. Thave,
for several years, in my report to the board of guardians, dwelt upon it as
strongly as 1 could, inasmuch as I see so great an increase in the expenditure
for the poor, from the diseases prevailing among them, arising from bad
drainage.

4068, Have the leet jury the power of remedying it :—Only by presenting it.

460. Whose duty is it to make the alteration ?—The Commissioners of Sewers.
The Commissioners of Pavements are the parties whose duty it is to see that
these courts and alleys are properly cleaned.

470. Are the Commissioners of Sewers obliged, upon the presentation of
the leet jury, to lay down sewers *—I am not aware that they are obliged to
do it.

471. You have made repeated representations, and they have not led to any
removal of the evil *—No.

472. Mr. Tufuell.] Have any representations been made to the Commis-
sioners of Sewers by the board of guardians 7—Yes, I believe there have; but I
am not aware of the result.

473. Chairman.] Are there a good many children in that district *—There
are a great many children indeed ; and sickness is exceedingly prevalent among
the children, as much from the negligence of the parents as other causes.

474. Do the children attend schools, most of them '—I believe very few
of them. We have recently established in the distriet Infant and Sunday
schools, which many of the parents avail themselves of ; but, generally speak-
ing, the children are in a miserable state of neglect.

475. Mr. Wilson Patten.] How many schools have you in the neighbour-
hood 7—We are favoured in having a very large grammar-school, of the
Elizabethan foundation, which takes in all classes of the people; whoever can
obtain a presentation from a governor can send his boy ; and we have between
G600 and 700 boys educated at that grammar-school.

476. Chairman.] But notwithstanding that, there are many who do not go to
school >*—Yes; those are the children of the labouring classes, who would not
be admitted without decent clothing,

477. And those who do go to school, and avail themselves of those advan-
tages, is it not your opinion that the neglect of decency and comfort they sce
at home tends to do away with the advantage of education at school ?—Yes,
most materially, 1 believe it does.

478. So that the bad example they see there has a great effect upon them
Yes, no doubt of it.

470. Mr. Wilson Patten.] You have stated the amount of population was
21,000 —Yes.

480. State the average number of patients you have under your care, from
one end of the year to the other *—I could state, with tulurahi'u accuracy, the
number of cases of fever which have oecurred in a particular period.

481, I mean the cases of illness generally :—We see from 50 to 80 patients
daily during the year, at the charge of the Union.

4%2. Now state the number of fever cases *—Fever has not prevailed latterly
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s0 much in our district as formerly ; last year we had only 40 cases of fever in
the house, whereas in the year preceding we had 110.

483. Does the small-pox prevail in that district *—Very much, latterly.

484. Have you observed whether those who have been vaccinated are, from
their maodes of life, more liable to take the small-pox than they would be under
other circumstances *—Yes, most certainly ; [ have an instance under my care
of a woman who has taken the small-pox in a very modified form, from nursing
her child; she lives in this district.

485. Is there any repugsnance among the labouring classes to vaceination *—
No, it is merely from neglect.

486. Have you seen the Bill, for the purpose of vaceination, passing through
Parliament :—No; I have heard of it.

487. Do you think there would be any repugnance, on the part of the labour-
ing people, to have a person there to enforee vaceination ’— No, I think not ;
I;hr-}-' would have no objection to it if it could be obtained with little trouble to
themselves.

458, Mr. Twfuell.] Have you had many eases of cholera there?
cases that oceurred, first oceurred in that distriet.

489. Mr. Wilson Patten.] Do you find that vaecination modifies the disease
(small-pox) in that district *—Yes, very much indeed ; it hardly requires medieal
treatment.

400. Mr. Parker.] The parish of St. Olaves is a very flat parish *—Yes.

401. Very little undulation *—None.

4y2. Very little above thelevel of the river 2—It is not above the spring tides.

403. Do you eonsider that there might be, by mechanical means, a perfect
system of drainage, by having a sluice to open at low water, and close as the
tide rises *—Yes,

404. Mr. Tufuell.] Have yvou had any cases of cholera lately *—Yes, a few
have occurred.

405. Were they cases of English choiera >—No, they were cases of real
cholera.

406, Mr. Wilson Patten.] What has been the extent of the mortality in your
district compared to other districts —I do not know that it prevails more in
that distriet than in others: but where there is much sickness, of course there
is a great deal of fatality ; the number of cases of fever in the last year, com-
pared with the preceding vears, would not average more than one-fifth.

407. At what season of the year do you find typhus fever more prevalent *—
Not in one season more than another.

408, Mr. Tufnell.] To what do you attribute the improved health of the dis-
trict -—I cannot tell; but although the last season was so wet, we had fewer
cases of fever; [ believe it arose from the quantity of rain cleaning out the
ditches.

4090. Chatrman.] The rain cleansed out the ditches and purified them :—It
answered that purpose.

500, Mr. Wilsan Patten.] Do you happen to know the amount of poor-rates
paid in that distriet *—No, not exactly the sum; but in the last three or
four years it has been reduced more than one-half.

s01. You do not know the amount 7—Not the exact amount.

Yes, the

Neil Arnott, M0, called in ; and Examined.

502. Chairman.] YOU, I think, have made, in eonjunction with Dr. Kay, a
Report to the Poor Law Commissioners, “ on the prevalence of certain physical
causes of fever in the metropolis, which might be removed by proper sanitary
measures' i—] have. L

503. That is printed in the Fourth Annual Report of the Poor Law Commis-
sioners -—yes, I have seen it there.

s04. In referring to that Report, in which you state the causes of fever in
various districts, [ venture to turn to nearly the bottom of the 12th page,
where you speak of © the means of removing completely the noxious animal
and vegetable matters brought to or produced in cities” !—Yes.

505. You have before stated that vou think the neglect of drainage and the
removing of offal, and dirt, and filth, from the great towns, is the cause of

fevers *—Yes,
506, And

Ml i
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so6. And many other illnesses i —Yes. :

507. Be kind enough to turn to the beginning of No. 1, and just state to us
if you consider the statement you have made there would be effectual in
diminishing very much the mortality, particularly among the humbler classes;
you state, first, ** A perfect system of sufficiently sloping drains or sewers, by
which from every house and street all fluid refuse shall quickly depart by the
action of gravitation alone ; the streets, alleys, courts, &c. being moreover well
paved, so that the refuse may be easily distinguished and detached ;" that is
one of the means you have spoken of as being efficient 7— Yes, for the removal
of those causes of disease.

508, That would be applicable to all large towns and populous distriets :—
Yes, universally.

500. Secondly, “ A plentiful supply of water to dilute and carry all such
refuse, and to allow of sufficiently washing of streets, houses, clothing, and

" ¥—That is equally necessary.

510, Thirdly, “ An effective service of seavengers, to remove regularly the
rubbish and impurities which water cannot earry away, and fit receptacles for
guch matters until removed,” that also would be necessary :—1I think all those
very important,

511. “ Free ventilation, by wide streets, open alleys, and well-constructed
houses, to dilute and earry away all the hurtful aeriform products of the pro-
cesses of society ;" ventilation is most important ¢—Yes, ventilation is most im-
portant.

512. You have alzo stated the necessity of keeping away at a distance from
the people the practice of all the arts or processes capable of producing
malaria /—Yes; of which there are a great many carried on in the neighbour-
hood of large towns.

513. Iobserve you particularly state burying-grounds, in one part of it ?—Yes,

514. Are you of opinion that the practice of burying in very large towns,
without covering deeply the bodies, is very dangerous 7 —Yes; I have no doubt
cases of disease arise from it, and the malaria arising from those burying-
grounds injures the health of the neighbourhood.

515. Lastly, you have stated the necessity of preventing the great crowding
of the lodging-houses of the poor ?—Yes.

510. You are of opinion that attention to those points would very much
increase the health and comfort of the labouring classes in large towns *—Yes,

517. Then we go on generally to the want of proper attention to those points
in London ; and without going to the several instances mentioned, I would
go down to where it states “ At the request of the Poor Law Commissioners
on the 1st of May, we inspected parts in the eastern extremity of London,
about Wapping, Ratcliff Highway, the parish of Stepney, &e. from which
many patients with fever had been carried to the hospitals, We found, as we
were prepared to find, wherever the fever had appeared, one or more of the
canzes now to be noticed.” Was that the case *—~-Yes, it was.

518. You have inspected those populous districts to which I have ventured
to call your attention, and found the predisposing causes to fever in many of
them ?—Yes, as here stated.

519. The causes are detailed below: “ 1. Houses and courts or alleys with-
out privies, without covered drains, and with only open surface gutters, so il
made that the fluid in many places was stagnant; 2. Large open ditches, con-
tﬂiﬂiﬂ%‘l stagnant liquid filth ; 3. Houses dirty beyond description, as if never
washed or swept, and extremely erowded with inhabitants, who had no means
of separation in case of disease arising among them ; 4. Pigs kept in back yards
with sties very filthy, and masses of half putrid food for the pigs in receptacles
around, which in one instance were in the back room of the house, with an
open door to the front room, in which was lying a man in the last stage of
fever; 5. Heaps of refuse and rubbish, vegetable and animal remains, at the
bottoms of elose courts and in corners.” Did you find those cases arising in
many parts of the district which you have looked over 7—We ascertained that
the persons who had been carried to the fever hospital from that neighbour-
h‘-"_mt]i‘l""&m from the houses we were examining, in which we found those causes
existing.

520. Do you feel any doubt that the cases of fever and ill health you noticed
arose from some of those causes *—1I have not the slightest doubt of it.

0.47. F 521. You
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521. You state, remedially, at the top of page 14, “ We have no doubt that by
proper sanitary police regulations, such as a public board of health might decide
upon, the typhoid fevers of London and other places might be made to dis-
appear, and we think the remedial measures would cost less than it now costs
to parishes and public charities to take care of the sick, and to provide for the
helpless widows or orphans of those who die.” Is that your confirmed opinion ?
—Yes, it is.

522. That is applicable not merely to the erowded district east of London, to
which we are now alluding, but also to any crowded districts of large towns in
the realm :—Yes, wherever typhoid fever arises, or diseases of that kind.

523. Would it not be likely that the diseases that affliet the inhabitants of
this district would arise in other towns similarly situated *—Yes, no doubt they
do arise,

524. Then without troubling you to go through the minute detail of what
you saw in those districts, I venture to call your attention to the districts gene-
rally of Bethnal-green and Whitechapel, and the east of London?—I have
passed through those on many occasions, and made a similar remark, that the
situations were calculated, from the eauses here deseribed to be in existence, to
produce the fevers I knew to be in existence; that was the impression upon
my mind, and that the fevers that arose in those distriets spread in proportion
to the prevalence of those causes.

525. Would not also the negligence spoken of increase the virulence of small-
pox, measles, and scarlatina to which children are subject 7—1I believe malaria
injures the health of people generally, and that every disease that affects them
would be more serious in its consequences.

5206. Did you observe the want of sewerage and drainage, and cleanliness and
ventilation, in many portions of the populous districts of Bethnal-green and
Whitechapel 2—Yes, I did, when, from curiosity or other causes, I have passed
through them, 1 noticed those circumstances,

527. You think that the labouring classes suffer severely from the neglect of
those regulations which might be made, that would be beneficial to them and
to the parish at the same time :—Yes, I do.

528, Generally the places that are alluded to in this report you have seen,
and 1yluu believe the report to be a correct one *—It is a general review made
on the oeeasion to which this refers, when I went with Dr. Kay ; but I recollect
particularly, that on several oceasions where we saw houses where fever was
likely to arise, we found that in one case the inhabitants had been all sent to
the Fever Hospital, or had been affected with fever, showing we had accurately
fixed upon a spot likely to occasion fever, and that seemed to be proof there
was no mistake as to the cause.

520. Do you happen to have in your own knowledge any cases of distriets
affected with fever from the same causes, which, being subsequently drained,
have been improved, and, by a cleansing taking place, the fever has left it *—
I have mentioned one remarkable instance in this report.

530. Near Clarendon-square *—At the commencement of the Birmingham
Railway, at the back of Euston-square, there was a lake of filth rather than a
ditch, which used to overflow at ecertain seasons, where 100 cows were kept,
and fevers were very common in a school where there were 150 children ; at the
season of the autumn, when malaria iz likely to prevail, diseases of different
kinds manifested themselves every year, different diseases, according to the
season, but proceeding from the same cause. Since that drain has been covered
up, such diseases have ceased entirely.

e 551. Would like effects arise from similar improvements elsewhere :—Nao
oulbit.

532. Do you not consider that the labouring classes in the eastern districts
of London are particularly liable to diseases of this kind, in consequence of not
being able to get, in their circumstances, the strengthening food which they
ought to have?—I believe the want of nourishing food would be one of the
causes rendering these exciting cauges active, and is of as much importance as
any of the causes that have been mentioned : want of food would weaken
the health of the parties, and render them more susceptible of injurious im-
pressions.

533- Mr. Wilson Patten.] Do you know what the general food of the labour-
ing classes in those distriets is; do they eat much meat?—Yes, I think l:EEF
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do; many of the men who work on board the ships drink large quantities of
porter, and eat meat. Perhaps the wives and children have but a small allow-
ance, but the man takes care of himself.

£34. Chairman.] You think the situation of the working classes renders it
more particularly necessary that care should be taken in draining and cleans-
ing the neighbourheods of their habitations *—Yes, they are exposed to want of
food now and then, and the injurious influence of that privation would be much
more important when the other causes here deseribed are in operation.

535. You have been kind enough to state your general views and the result
of your knowledge of particular localities in the eastern part of London; can
you give us any information of any neglect or want of improvements in any
other districts round London ?—I think on the outskirts of London generally,
where it has been the practice to begin to build small houses, that no attention
was paid to the drains; in many situations there are streets without any
SEWErs.

536. Can you mention any of them :—I passed yesterday near the entranee to
Kennington Gardens, the north side, where there was a number of small houses,
and there was no outlet ; they have been obliged to make drains since a better
class of houses have been constructed, and to dig deep; there were many
emall houses near to the ditch, and 1 have heard that disease prevailed there
to a considerable extent.

537. You are of opinion that in the suburbs of London where there has
been a great increase of building, there has been great neglect in these respects,
of draining and sewerage ?—Yes, there have been great neglects ; there is no
law enforcing the construction of drains as part of the habitation.

535. Mr. Wilson Patten.] Do you know where cottage property has been
built that drains have been made ¥—DNo, I do not.

530. It is generally the case where cottage property is built, that drains are
not laid down ?—1T believe it is so; that there is no compulsory law.

540. Chairman.j You think that some compulsory power to enforce the
regulations as to draining and cleansing is in large towns necessary *—Yes, most
important and necessary.

541. Do you think that some kind of regulations as to some improvement
in building, that is to say, as to distances and openings for ventilation, would
be beneficial to the health of the poorer classes and all classes *—1I think there
is mot much error in that respect ; the streets are wider in London than in
many towns, and in the new parts of the town the streets crossing at right
angles ; there iz much to be learned with respect to ventilation, and the in-
terior; as the agents are invisible there, the malaria arising from the lungs of
people often remains, doing great injury, and is unsuspected altogether, and
the dizeases are attributed to other causzes,

542. You do not happen to know the number of courts in London through
which there is no thoroughfare —No; there are a great many, no doubt ; but
even in a cul de sac the wind blows in; where there is an accumulation of filth,
of course it is bad, but the air blows in.

543. Do you not think it desirable that they should be built open at both
ends 7—Yes, certainly.

544. Have you heard that in Manchester there are 2,000 courts without any
thoroughfare, where people reside :—Yes, and when narrow, they become the
receptacles of filth.

545. Mr. Wilson Patten.] If they were kept clean, would there be sufficient
ventilation *—Yes, but that is impossible; where people are not passing, the
inducement to throw things down is so great.

5406. Chairman.] If there was some party authorized to keep them elean, it
would not be so objectionable :—No; if the filth was removed, there would be
much less objection to the form of the court ; but if it leads to an accumulation,
the only means to prevent it is by ordering the court not to be closed.

547. Do you not think that in consequence there should be some power in
some competent authority to enforce a communication between the common
sewer and the houses, to take off the refuse *—It is one of the most important
regulations that could be made.

548. Do younot think there should be a power to prevent the cesspools being
dug below the level of the sewers >—Yes, | do.

549. Mr. Wilson Patten.] In what quarter would you recommend that

F2 authority
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authority to be vested :—The Commissioners of Sewers require to be superin-
tended by other authorities ; they have separate interests, and there should be
a board of health. 5

550. Should they he connected with the board of guardians >—That might
be the means of carrying it into effect, as they would have an interest in
seeing that those useful changes were made; but I am not prepared to speak
decidedly upon that subject.

551. You do not mean to recommend that a board of health should be
established for that purpose’—No; but that there should be a body of men
who ghould look around them, to see the cause of diseases, and that they should
point them out to another board in order to get them removed.

552. That board could mot be established without a great expense ; where
would you recommend that that should fall *—It would not be attended with
great expense, even throughout the whole kingdom.

553. You would have it established throughout the kingdom *—Yes.

554. Chairman.] Do you not think that a board of health, without sayi
where the authority should be vested, if it was duly administered and attend
to with respect to the health of these districts, would pay its expenses over and
over again f—Yes, I think it would be excellent economy ; for the same reason
there is a surgeon appointed to a ship or a regiment, whose duty it is to go
round and see there is nothing existing injurious to the health of the erew; I
think there should be a body consisting of several to watch over the health of
the community, and see where there are canses existing injurious to the health
of the public.

555. You think it would be a saving in point of expense?—Yes.

550. Do younot think it a matter that would be a debt of justice to the great
body of the labouring classes, that there should be a body of that kind *—Yes.

557. Mr. Walker.] Admitting that body to be formed, do you not think that
a recommendation from that body to the board of guardians would be sufficient
to effect those improvements :—Yes, I think so; some of the guardians being
the most enlightened and public-spirited men of the neighbourhood, they would
be most happy to know what could be done to obtain so great a good.

558. Do you not think that that would be a cheaper mode rather than arm-
ing a board of health with the requisite powers 7—The board of health should
not be the body to carry it into effect, but the board of guardians would be the
most eligible body.

550. Mr. Wilson Patten.] You are aware, under the New Poor Law Act the
board of guardians are empowered to contract with a medical man for the
superintendence of the district ¥ —Yes,

500, Under the recommendation you have just now given you would do
away with that power, as being contrary to the principle of a board of health ?
—There must be medical officers to take care of the sick; the duty of the
board which I now speak of would be to prevent illness. The medical officers
are now paid for curing the sick when they present themselves; but the duty
of the board of which I speak would be, to look arcund and prevent disease,
which is much more easy than to cure it.

561. Are {uu aware that under that Act of Parliament a contract can be
entered into 7—I am not aware of it. I have not attended to it particularly.

502, Mr. Tufuell.] Do you think that those fevers that exist among the
lower classes spread to the higher classes?—Yes; and I might mention a case
in my own neighbourhood, where the drains were in bad order: two of the
young ladies have been at death’s-door, and I am not sure that one will not
die. On making inquiry, I found that the house had been in the oceupation of
two or three families within a few years, and it appears that the servants and
other members of the families, which were there in former years, were taken ill
of fevers, and removed, and some died.

563. What do you consider the most healthy part of London 7—The north-
west of London ; they have the most pure air, from the prevailing winds being
south-west and north-east, which winds do not blow over London to them ; on
the elevated grounds in Marylebone parish the air comes to them pure, as
much so as Hampstead ; and, as far as depends upon the air, those are the
better parts of the town.

564. But not as to the drainage /—Being elevated they can drain them very

well,
505. Do
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565. Do you perceive that where the drainage is better the habits of the
people are more cleanly ?—It will tend to that; where filth is unavoidable, it
makes people careless of making a little addition to it; it does not shock their
feelings as if all was clean.

566, Chairman.] Does it affect the condition of the children ?—I believe it
affects the health of them.

567. With respect to the moral habits of the children, if they go to school
and come back to a place filthy, does it affect them :—No doubtit has an effect
upon them.

568, Mr. Tufell.] In these close and confined distriets, where generation
has been living after generation, has it had an effect upon the health of the
children *—Yes; no doubt, in the fenny, marshy districts of England, the

le acquire an appearance which distinguishes them from the inhabitants
me elevated districts ; that is the malaria acting upon them ; and no doubt
the atmosphere of a town will operate upon them in the same way. An indi-
vidual, the offspring of s successively living in bad air, will have a con-
stitution decidedly different from a man who is born of a race that has inha-
bited the country any long time.

500. The race will continue degenerating ?—Yes, to a certain extent.

570. That applies itself to the neglected, dirty districts of towns r—Yes; most
particularly.

571. Mr. Cowper.] Do you mean it produces an effect upon their outward,
physical frame, as well as their constitution *~—Yes ; it makes its mark upon
the person ; we can distinguish the inhabitants of a town from the country.

572. And the inhabitants of those crowded alleys still more ¥ —Yes.

573. Have you observed, in the course of your practice, that the houses
situated opposite to guliyholes have been affected with fever 7—Very likely ; it
is very injurious breathing so impure an air as results from that. I have not

n an instance, but I have no doubt it does produce that effect.

574- Mr. Greene.] In the course of your examination in different parts of
London, was your attention directed to the places where animals were slangh-
tered by butehers —I have seen all of them.

575. Is it not the case that some of the small butchers slanghter their cattle
in cellars and places below the level of the streets 7 —I know they do.

576. Where there must be considerable difficulty in getting away the offal
and blood *—They would scarcely venture to do it if there was not a sewer
leading from the place.

577- Still, is not the practice of slaughtering cattle in closely peopled places
highly injurious *—Yes.

578. Chairman.] Any plan by which they would be got rid of would be an
advantage *—Yes; and many other things of the kind that exist in large
towns.

570. Mr. Gireene] Practically, there is less mischief arises from putrid animal
matter than putrid vegetable matter 7—That depends upon the state of it.
Putrid animal matter becomes, in a certain state, a positive poison. When the
body of a person buried has been taken out again, or a grave opened, the efilu-

vium has knocked the parties (to use a common phrase) down, and produced a

diseaze that has ended in death in a few days.

580. There is no regulation with respect to the places where cattle are
slanghtered ?—No ; in London attention is paid to the draining and clearing
away those offensive matters, and less injury arises than formerly; but still
I have no doubt that injury does arige, and the neighbourhood must be
unhealthy.

581, t;'ﬁﬁirﬁmg‘] A board of health, such as you have alluded to, would
turn their attention to matters of this kind, and give such suggestions as their
experience might dictate > —Yes.

582. And that would be highly desirable 7—Yes, they would have saved you
the trouble of making this investigation ; they would have had their attenfion
constantly turned to it.

583. Mr. Pﬂnm:uf.ry‘] Have you found the neighbourhoods’ of churchyards
very unhealthy ?—VYes; there have been cases where people have been taken ill
upon a grave being opened when living in the neighbourhood of a church-vard,
but the hidden enemy has not been suspected ; the errors committed from ‘want
of knowledge are extraordinary. I heard, at the Zoological Gardens, of a class
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of animals where 50 out of 60 were killed in a month from putting them into a
house with no opening in it but a few inches in the floor; it was like putting
them under an extinguisher; and this was supposed to be done upon seientific
principles.

584, My. Wilson Patten.] Have you paid much attention to the morals of the
labouring classes in London 7—My attention has been attracted to it.

585. Could you speak to the inerease or decrease of drunkenness among the
labouring classes?—I have not attended to that =0 closely as to make a com-
parison.

586, Have you had an epportunity of making an observation upon their habits
in that respect ?—Yes ; I live up in Bedford-square, and pass through St. Giles's
often on a Saturday night, and it is a most extraordinary scene.

587. Have you seen the effects, generally, of drunkenness P—Yes; a man
who is in the habit of drinking becomes a patient in the hospital, and one
then sees the consequence of the habit,

588. Have you observed that children in the metropolis have been affected,
even at birth, by the drunken habits of their Earents ?—The poor children sent
to the workhouse exhibit in their constitution the effects of those habits.

580. Immediately upon being born?—Not immediately, but soon after; in
stunted growth and gencral appearance.

s500. Do you tllinE., speaking of the labouring classes of London, that their
health is more deteriorated by local circumstances, or habits of drunkenness ?
—-It is diffienlt to make a comparizon ; drunkenness will destroy the constitu-
tion ; but children often come before the parents have acquired the habit, and
do not exhibit what the parents have become eventually, whica prevents the
race becoming extinet; when men become drunkards the children born after
that time die very soon.

501. Have you ever turned your attention to the quantity of spirits consumed
in this district at the present time, compared to former years 7—No.

592. Chairman.] Slpirit drinking prevails in the locality you speak of 7—Yes,
very greatly.

592. The evils are very great*—VYes.

504. Mr. Wilson Patten.] Do you think that the evil has increased in a great
degree in the last few years 7—Yes, 1 think so; those gin-palaces show more
profit has been made by that branch of commerce than formerly.

505. Chairman.] The eastern and northern parts of this great metropolis are
extremely crowded ; would it be beneficial to those distriets if there were reser-
ations of open spaces made in the way of public walks, in which the poorer
classes could go to get fresh airon Sunday, or on holidays?—Yes, 1 think exer-
cise in the open air highly useful.

506. Mr. Wilson Patten.] The open spaces that exist in the eastern parts
are not beneficial to health 2—No, they are full of ditches and stagnant water.

597. Chairman.] Would the same remark, as to open spaces, apply to great
towns, generally *—Yes, | think it applies generally.

508. Mr. Tufnell.] Do the lower classes suffer much from want of fuel, or
the uneconomical use of it 7—Yes, and having no fire at home they go to a pub-
lie-house and sit there; and many of them believe that taking spirits internally
warms them and answers the same purpose as going to a fire : they think it a
question, which of the two ways will warm them best, not deeming it more
injurious to health to warm them in the one way or the other. The want of
fuel is particularly felt, and it is known that disease prevails fo a much ter
extent when the winter is severe : from that cause persons drink more and suffer
more in Various ways. ' . )

59%;r\‘|’mal-.l it be possible to devise more cconomical means of employing
fuel the poor *—Yes, I have turned my attention to that subject; and in

second edition of a little pamphlet I published a short time ago, | think 1 can
point it out. k 1

Goo. So that the poor might warm their houses and cook their food ?—Yes,
they could do it for 1 d. or 24, a day,and the machinery would cost very little ;
T Dave had a model prepared for the purpose, which will be particularly
deseribed : Count Romford suggested something of the kind some years ago,
but he had not thought self-regulation necessary to it. .

6o1. Mr. Wilson %aitm,j Are you aware that societies have hegen formed in

many parts of the country to take advantage of your invention?—Yes; huth ﬂ;e
wiole
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whole science and philosophy of heat were not well understaod, and there have
been many popular errors upon the 5ul.+{ect. and many reasons given that have
been fruitless; but the facts now familiar to all minds will make the reason
elear, and a very important change may be effected soon. . _

602. Chairman.] Does not it happen to you to know, that the mode in which
the poorer classes use the fuel they have, is one the most expensive and the least
heneficial thar can be devised ?—Yes, nothing can be muech worse or less judicious.

603. So that those poor persons make less of the little fuel they have than the
richer classes *—Yes.

Gio4. The improvements in fire-places, which have been brought forward by
scientific men, have done a great deal for the fire-places of the rich, but not to
the habitations of the poor 7—Yes. i ]

6o5. Are you aware of any treatise upon the subject, particularly relating to
fire-places of the poorer classes, and the huil:}[ing their cottages and dw?ﬂl_‘ugs?
—Yes: the first publications upon the subject were those Essays of Count
Romford.

6o6. They were many years ago ?—Thirty or 40 years ago, but it was not to
the taste of the people to study the subject; there was some little difficulty in
it, and very few architects understood the essays. |

Go7. Mr. Ponsonby.] Have you found the poorer classes ready to avail them-
selves of those improvements —-Yes, they would be, if the advantages were
clearly shown to them.

6o8. Are they not wedded to old systems ?—No, not in_this country, there
are so many novelties exhibiting every day ; they do not believe that the world
is always to be as it is now. : ’

Gog. Mr. Walker.] In your contemplated improvements, will there be any
plan in the machinery by which cooking can be facilitated 7—Yes, it is a cook-
Ing apparatus.

610. You consider that of great importance to the poor 2—Yes, it is quite
essential.  The purpose of a fire i generally that of cooking; they are often
obliged to do without a fire at other times.

611. Is it mot the habit of the poorer people to have their food cooked at
a baker’s, or a cook-shop 7—Yes, and pay more for it than would suffice to keep
them warm for 24 hours, as well as cook their food.

612. Do you not consider that the greatest improvement in their domestic
comforts would arise from that cireumstance ?—Yes, I think so, independent of
the saving of expense.

613. Mr. Cowper.] Have you any suggestions to make upon the ventilation
of their houses, as well as the warming *—Yes, they go tugethcr; the people
being warmed, the ventilation will improve itself; it was left to mere accident
and misapprehension of what is going on, and when parties have interfered with
it, it has been to make it worse than before; some egregious blunders have pro-
duced injury instead of benefit.

6i14. The people are mot aware generally that a close room is very un-
healthy ?—VYes.

615. Mr. Tufuell.] With this system of consuming fuel there is an improved
system of ventilation ?—Yes, the two go together.

616, Mr. Cowper.] Do you know to what extent the poorer classes breathe
fresh air in London on Sundays :—Yes; many go from their house, and those
who have not fit clothes conceal themselves.

617. Can you say anything of the effeet upon the health of remaining the whole
year round in the confined atmosphere of a town ?—It must be very injurious,
and produce a weakly constitution and liability to diseases, and, when certain
diseases arise, leading to a fatal termination,

Mr. Edward Evpans, called in ; and Examined.
618. Chairman.] YOU are relieving officer of a distriet in Sonthwark 2—I am ;
a surgeon.

ﬁﬁg. What distriet do you superintend 7—The parish of St. George's, South-
WHIK.

G20, Are you the medical attendant of a portion of that Union 7—It isa parish
alone, not an Union.
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Gz21. That is a very populous district, | believe ?—About 42,000 inhabitants.

622. There are a considerable number of the working classes resident there ?
—7Yes; a great many.

623. Is the Mint in that district?—Yes, exactly so.

624. There is a district called the Mint, in Southwark }—Yes.

6z25. Is that crowded with the humbler classes *—Yes ; almost every individual
is of that elass.

G26. Be good enough to describe to us the distriet inhabited by the labouring
classes there with respect to drainage, cleansing, and ventilation, and any point
in which it appears to you to be neglected, and to have injured their health ¥—
It appears that The Mint is very much evowded with dilapidated houses; they
have not paid any attention to it for many years; it is all tumbling down, and
it is choked up for want of proper ventilation. There are a great many lodging-
houses there, four or five nllihcm, and not less, on an average than 400 or 500
come there every night to those cheap lodging-houses, paying 24. a night.

627. Are those places very much neglected in point of filth?—Yes; you
can hardly get up to them without seeing it.

G28. With regard to the drainage?—Where the houses are so much neglected,
the yards are very filthy, and the cesspools are overflowing with water and filth ;
and where they keep their ashes, and g0 on, are in a very filthy condition ; throw-
ing out the eabbage-leaves, and everything they have they throw out into these
back-yards.

629. And very much neglected *—Yes,

630. Are there drains to them all, or are the drains neglected 7—Sometimes
when there is a considerable quantity of rain for a day or so, you find the vards
covered with water for want of drainage into the proper sewer ; there iz agays
a little gutter to earry the water into the sewer, but with dust and other neglect
it iz overflowed ; very often it is dangerous to get into the back premises, from the
gmell of the effluvia.

631. These gutters are open gutters 7—Yes.

632. And loaded continually with filth and dirt?—Yes.

633. 1s the neglect of those gutters, from the filth thrown out, injurious to
the health of the inhabitants ?—Yes, very much; during the time of the pre-
valence of the cholera and influenza, 12 months ago, the typhus fever was very
prevalent, and 1 was obliged to go to those houses two or three times a day, and
not ene person only, but two or three, one after another.

634. Did that arise in a great measure from the neglect of the c&sa?mln and
draining ?—1 have no doubt that it added to the fever very considerably.

635. Do you think negleeted drains and cesspools have a tendency to bring
on fever *—Yes, where there is a slight predisposition to it, they may bring it
on and continue it.

636. How are they off'as to water =—1I believe they are very well supplied with
water, and good water.

637. In that respect they are not deficient 7—No.

638. How is it supplied >—By pipes from the different main-pipes in the
strect.

630. With respect to this distriet that you say is neglected, how many do
you think there iz of the population of the working classes situated in distriets
neglected in this way ?—1 cannot give you an answer to a hundred or two, but
3,000 or 4,000,

640. This iz in the centre of a very populous district 7—Yes, one side of our
own parish, but in the centre of a populous distriet. _ .

641. Are there any other drains or cesspools open to the air?—Not in the
Mint exaetly, but upon one side of Kent-street, at the boundary between Ber-
mondsey parish and St. George's parish, there is an open ditch there which runs
a considerable way as a boundary between the two parishes, and on one side of
Kent-sireet, in our own parish, there are several streets, and almost every street
had the typhus fever, and the inhabitants had to go away from it.

642. Did that arise from that ditch not being covered over 1—Yes.

643. That is in another part?—VYes, that is toward the Kent-road.

644. Is the cleansing and cleaning out those places, and the draining and
bringing an under-ground communication to each house, neglected in that dis-
triet ?—Yes, 1 have no doubt it is; I had oceasion, a few years back, to eall the

attention of the guardians to the state of it, in consequence of the cholerfz: WE
: me
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formed a committee, and got our officers to give them notice that they must keep
the houses in a better condition, and have them whitewashed, and keep their
places in a better condition.

Gi45. Was any system of drainage carried out, so as to bring the drains up
to every house ’—No, there has been nothing of that kind since.

G46. Is it still in a very neglected state 7 —Yes, there has been nothing done
since ; there have been to the new houses, but in the general part it is not.

Gag. It is still neglected *—Yes,

6i48. And the cause of fever to the inhabitants *—1 have no doubt it is so.

G40. With respect to the conveniences, the privies, and so on, are they well
regulated ; are they sufficient, or are they kept clean or cleansed at proper times,
or are they, on the contrary, neglected —They are all neglected ; there are so
many peurle in one hounse using the same convenience, that there is often not a
cover at all, and it is very dangerous to go to it.

G50. And injurions to health *—Yes.

G51. Isthere any efficient system of inspection as to drainage, and as to cleans-
ing the cesspools and eleansing those places in which dirt and refuse are thrown,
in those close courts and places inhabited by the working classes ; is there any
system of inspection carried out 7—In our parish we have different local Aets of
Parliament for cleansing and lighting and scavengering ; I am one of the com-
missioners belonging to one part, and we contract once a year with the master
scavenger to take care to clean the whole of the bye places and the main streets;
that iz, once or twice a week it is done ; 1 believe we have the power to insist
up?Jn these things, but I am not sure it is carried to the extent that it ought
to be.

652. Is there any effectual system of inspection now, to see that it is done r—
It is not to that extent I wish to see it.

653. With regard to these close courts and alleys, is there any system of
insg.mction as Tegards house cleansing 7—I know there is not.

54. Would it not be very much an improvement to the health of the district,
and particularly the humbler classes, if such a system of inspection and cleansing
was carried ont F—Very essential,

655. Does mot there want an improvement in the system of drainage?—I
believe in the open drainage there does; but we have a very excellent sewer in
our parish.

656. Docs it go up every main street 7—Yes ; and there is a very good com-
munication from every bye street,

fﬁ”l Are they covered communications or open:—DBy an open gutter, very
often.

658. Is not that very injurious ?—Yes, most injurious.

659. Ought it not to be covered *—It ought to be.

660. Is small-pox prevalent in those districts among the children 7—It is
frequently, but we have not many cases at present.

61. Does not a neglect of cleanliness and decency have a tendency to increase
the virulence of the disorder >—If there is any epidemie, no doubt the want of
cleanliness will inerease it, and produce a disposition in the constitution to
reeeive the poison.

Giz. Are there many children in this district?—Yes.

(63. Are there schools provided for them ?—We have many schools in the
Bow-road.

664. 1 am speaking of the Mint 2—That is not far from the Mint.

665. Do you find there are schools sufficient for them ?—Yes ; but the parents
neglect to send them.

666. Do the children go >—Many do, and many do not.

G67. Mr. Fagham.] Are there play-gronnds atiached to the schools ? —There
are no play-grounds to any great extent ; there are small yards.

668, Mr. Wilson Patten.] Do you know anything of the quantity of school-
room there is in your district, or the number of schools for the labouring elasses?
—No, Idonot know the number of small schools, but we have a national
school and a parochial school in the Borough-road ; and it is in contemplation,
1 know, to enlarge the national school in the Borough-road to a very consider-
able extent; there is now a committee sitting, and they are now examining
different designs sent in, so that the school in the Borough-read will be a very
large one indeed.
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Mr. Edward Evans.  669. Do you know what the space around that school will be 7—At present

2% March 1840,
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it is a very small yard.

670. Will it be enlarged ?—1I believe it will ; and with regard to our own
neighbourhood, it will be a very great advantage to it.

671. Have you found in your observations, that the children who frequent the
schools ave the most healthy children in the district 7—Yes; by their attention
at school, and going hackwards and forwards to school, and having their break-
fasts and dinners regularly, it engenders good health and cleanliness also,

672. Mr. Greene.] How is the water supplied to the houses in the Mint:
are they not very poor houses?—Yes, they are very dilapidated houses, and
ought to be condemmned. 3

675 Have they water laid on to each separate house :—No; they are congre-
gated together, and there is a common pipe or cock for several houses in the
back yards; you find several running with their pails to the same place to get
water.

674. Do the landlords of the several houses contribute for the water 7—The
houses are farmed out, and the landlord pays so much for the water, and they
have all common aceess to the water place.

675. You have spoken of an apen -cllih:h in the neighbourhood of Kent-street
how does that communicate with the common sewer =—It runs between the two
arishes, and empties itself into another ditch, that empties itself into the

hames.

6i76. Are you aware how far it is from that ditch to the common sewer 7—
I believe it is about half a quarter of a mile.

: 677. The common sewer is much below the level of that diteh >—Yes, many
vet,

678. Would it be a matter of perfect case to empty it entirely into the
sIewﬂrs?—--Yn:a; there is an open space in Kent-street, where it could be easily
done.

670. To the infinite benefit of the inhabitants of the neighbourhood 7—Yes :
and I think those belonging to the sewers ought to be cml’ﬁ?as to the particular
gratings, where there is often an aceumulation ; that causes a considerable
elluvinm that is injurious to health; I want the’ parish to admit a quantity of
water in where there is an accumulation of stagnant water under the grating.

680. There being no water in the stink-trap 7—No.

Mr. Matthew French Wagstaffe, called in ; and Examined.

533 . Chairman.] 1 pELieve it is the Lambeth district you are acquainted with?
—Yes.

G82. You have made a report to the Poor-Law Commissioners upon the
samitary state of the poorer elasses*—VYes, in 1838,

G83. You are a surgeon F—Yes, I am.

684. Residing in Waleot-place West, Lambeth —Yes,

685. I observe in page 16, of the Report I have in my hand, a letter of yours,
in which you state you had addressed yourself to the board of guardians of Lam-
beth, the 18th September 1837, on the subject of the prevalence of fever in
many parts of your district ; the periodieal reeurrence of its almost continued
existence, chiefly among the labouring classes; and you told them that, in your
opinion, it arose from want of proper drainage, and suggested the propriety of
constructing a sewer in East-street, Lambeth-walk, and the following streets
leading into it, namely, New-strect, Saunders-street, John-street (east and west);
besides these, you recommended that Frances-court, Fountain-court, both in
Lambeth-walk, China-walk, China-place, be frequently cleansed and lime-
washed, and that all the houses in which fever had been, or was at that time
raging, should be likewise limewashed ; that is from your letter, is it not?—
Yes, it is,

(86. In consequence of that, you stated that the board of guardians gave
prompt attention to the whole of your sugzrestions, as regarded the forming of a
sewer in East-street; that is the sewer which was pointed out; has that sewer
been made, and have those improvements been made which you suggested ?—
I believe they have not.

687, In your opinion, were they requisite for the health of the poorer classes
in that district #—Yes.

638, Are
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688. Are you aware, from your medieal knowledge, that fever was caused in
that neighbourhood from the neglect of the drainage and sewerage r—1 cannot
say that.

680. If not generated, it was increased by it 7—Yes.

6go. Was the neglect of the sewerage and drainage a prcdislpmillg cause of
the want of health among those wm'kingi classes ?—~Well, I should think so.

Gg1. Subsequently you state, in another letter, alluding to the former one,
“ Fast-strect, New-street, Saunders-street, John-street, l7I"r.mnta?lin-l.:t:mI."r,. amil
Frances-court, Lambeth-walk, are the worst places; the primary cause of this
infection,” speaking with regard to fever, * 1 believe to be the malaria or effluvia
arising from the state of the drains or stagnant filth ; the heat of the sun, acting
upon the mud, sends forth this kind of malaria, which impregnating the air, is
the first cause of fever, and consequently the cause of a great additional burthen
nlEmn the parish, by the increased number of paupers rendered whelly ineapable
of work, and throwing them and their families entirely upon the parish.”  That
is the account you gave; do you still remain of that opinion :—Yes, 1 do.

Gg2. Then you recommend, as a remedy, that the drains be cleaned, and no
filth allowed in the gutters; and should there be any cow-yards where pigs are
kept, night-soil emptied, &e., that these be also looked to; has that recom-
mendation been attended to 7—I should think only in part.

fin3. Is the district with which you are acquainted still very much in want of
such sanitary precautions 7—It is.

bgq. s this district a populous district ?—Very much so.

6iy5. Inhabited principally by the working classes *—Very much. We return
from 5,000 to 6,000 patients annually ; consequently it must be a very densely
pepulated place.

Ogh. Are those persons, from their habits, many of them not having the best
food, and so on, susceptible of fever from those causes, and being in the imme-
diate vicinity of neglected drains 7—Mueh more so than others.

6g7. Is it not more particularly necessary that in the vicinity of their dwell-
ings cleanliness and drainage should be observed :—Yes ; and the houses should
be looked to, and many of them ought to remain uninhabited for some con-
siderable time, so as to do away with the probability of infection.

6g8. You mean houses infected with fever ought to be shut up some time
before other persons get into them *—Yes; not only shut up, but cleansed and
limewashed.

Ggg. Is there any such power now in existence '—No; it is optional with the
landlords. 1 have called their attention to it, and sometimes they have done
e

700. Do you not think some means of enforcing the ecleansing of houses
where the poorer classes reside, so that the houses infected with fever should
not be immediately again inhabited, would be atiended with advantage >—Yes,
I'do. In some cases the privies are in the cellars, as Windmill-court, Harper's-
court, Fore-street,

go1. Is the state of the privies in the neighbourhood neglected r—I can
hardly say that ; in some instances they are.

702. How is it with respect to cesspools and receptacles for wet and filth, and
so on I—They are very much better attended to than formerly.

703. In that respect improvment has taken place :—Yet 1 do not know that
there is less decomposed vegetable matter lying about ; I notice it in many places.

%?q.. Are there underground drains, communicating with the common sewer ?
— 0.

705. Is not that necessary for health 7— Yes.

700. Are there any means of enforcing it #—1 believe it rests with the Com-
misioners of Sewers.

707. Do you know that they have any power of enforcing it *—I wrote to them,
and you will find my letter, and the answer, in the report yon have mentioned.

708. Mr. Tufnell.] You say that has been an :imprm-cm;}ut ?— Muore attention
has been paid.

709. Is it in consequence of the improved habits of the people, or the regu-
lations enforeed 7—The regulations enforced.

710. What regulations *—1 may be incorreet in saying regulations, but
greater attention on the part of those persons having the FUW{W nf:mfcrﬂ:ing the
scavengers and street-keepers to cleanse the streets more frequently.
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711. Chairman.] Is the drainage still in a defective state 7—Yes.

712, The eleansing of the close and small courts, is that still defective >~—Y oz,

713. Requiring attention 7—Yes.

714- Do you not think that some kind of authority for visiting, for the pur-
pose of inspection, populous districts of this nature, so as to enforce sanitary
regulations for the good of the inhabitants, would be essential !—Decidedly.

715. According to the common saying, “ What is everybody's business is
nobody’s,” it iz not done at present 7—T believe it is not : I think in the answer
to the letter 1 have just mentioned, it was stated there was very little power, if
any, in the Commissioners.

716. Mr. Cowper.] Do you know the authority of the surveyor of the high-
ways !—No; Isuppose itis to look to such things; there was a person who
stated himself to be the secretary.

717. Chairman.] The letter you allude to is from Thomas Roffey to the board

of guardians?—Yes; in which he says, “The courtz ealled Fountain and
Frances-courts are not under their jurizdiction.”
718, That is the part you alluded to ?—The assistant surveyor, Mr. Mundy,
interested himself while he was in office; he called upon me, and promised that
a sewer gshould be made in East-street, and some of the adjoining strects ; but it
was not done, nor has it been done since he vacated the office.

719. How long ago was that 2—In 1838,

720. Mr. Gireene.] Your letter is the 25th of September 1837 7—Yes.

721. Chairman.] Since that communication, which was made to you in 1837,
down to this time, this sewer, so essential to the health of this district, in your
opinion, has not Leen made ?—A sewer has been made in Lambeth-walk, but
none down the contiguouns strects.

722. But those sewers into those populous spots have not been made >—Lam-
beth-walk iz a very populous place, and these streets run at right angles.

723. There are no sewers made into those streets that are at right angles to
Lambeth-walk F—No.

724. They are without any sewers or underground draining ?—Yes, :

a5, Mr. Curr;ma‘.] How often are the gutters cleaned 7—1 do not km}w; I
have often seen the streets swept,

726. Mr. Tufnell.] Is there any difference in the health of the inhabitants in
consequence of the sewer made in Lambeth-walk 7—1 cannot say that it is owing
to the sewer in Lambeth-walk. We returned 800 cases of fever in 1838, and we
have had fewer cazes of fever since; but I was unable to look through the books,
having been out professionally during the night.

727. When was the sewer made *—Soon after that time.

728, Chairman.] That has arisen frem the sewer having been made *—I can-
not say that.

720. Mr. Ingham.] Do you find any difference in the liability to discase
among those inhabitants who live close to the water side ; are they more liable
than those who live further inland *—In some places they are, such as intermit-
tant fever. ‘There are some very filthy placcs near the river, =o contiguous to it
that they can get water almost whenever they please. There is an immense
quantity of mud and filth even now, right away from Westminster DBridge to
Vauxhall Bridge, which includes this part; filth of all sorts is thrown over into
the mud—vegetables, &e.; and vegetable matter sooner decomposes and becomes
more infections than animal matter.

730. Are those accumulations of mud ever removed by a dredging machine ?
—1 never see any, except at the boat-builder's ; and that is for their convenience.

731. Do they continue aceumulating till they get above the level of the water,
and then turn into land ?—No, they remain in that state.

732. Chairman.] Does not the flowing of the tide up and down prevent the
aceumulation?— No.

733. Mr. Ingham.] How long have you lived there 7—-Ten years.

734. You were not there hefore the taking down the old London Bridge —No.

735. Do you know whether there is any difference in the scouring effect of
the tide since that bridege was removed>--1 cannot say ; the tide often runs
so high that this part of Fore-street, and right away to Vauxhall Bridge, is
frequently inundated.

7536. What is the chiel occupation of the people in this neighbourhood ¥—
Fizhermen.

737 Is
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57 Is there anything in their diet that tends to produce disease ?—Their
diet iz of a very peculiar kind; many of them drinking large quantities of
spirits, and eating little else than salted fish and potatoes ; haddock, herrings,
and such sort of fish.

=58, Mr. Cowper.] Do they appear to suffer from their diet?—Yes, they do.

7530. Mr. fngham.] Is cocon used as an article of diet7—No, I cannot get
them o use it; they prefer tea.

=40. Mr. Tufuell.] In what part of the year do fevers more particularly
exist >—I think rather more in the hot season; but we do not have more than
three months sunimer weather in this climate, and we have fever the whole of
the year.

741. But it is most prevalent in summer time?—Yes,

742. It is not generated by the want of fuel in the winter :—I often find num-
bers huddled together over small fires, and very little to cover them, and taking
very little food ; and the inadequate quantity of food produces an inefiicient ciren-
lation of warmth, and the want of clothing weaken the powers of the system.

745 It is not the want of warmth, added to the inclemency of the season 7—
It predisposes them to it, and consequently predisposes them to any endemic or
epidemic that may be floating about.

744. Mr. Ponsonby.] Does their peenliar diet arise from poverty, or their pre-
ferring it >—Perhaps both.

745. Are they very poor 7—Yes.

746. Do they buy the fish you speak of at cook-shops, or do they dress it at
home ?—They dress it at home ; they catch it and dress it; the herrings they
purchase; I seethe fishermen bringing up the fish in their little boats.

747- Mr. Greene.] Do you find any difference in the houses situated at the
mouths of sewers 7—I have not taken particular notice of that; I do not know
that I could give an answer toit; I think their diet has much to do with their
health.

748. Mr. Tngham.] Generally, with the exception of fish, do they get their
dinners at the cook-shops or cook them at home *—Often at cook-shops; there
are a great number of cook-shops in the neighbourhood, and they purchase their
articles in the smallest quantities possible.

740. Chairman.] Do the working classes drink a great quantity of ardent
spirits in that neighbourhood r—Yes ; there is not a street without one or two
win-shops or palaces,

750. Is that injurious to them?—Yes,

751. Anything that would wean them from that habit would be beneficial to
their health ?—Yes.

752. Within any little distance from you, is there any open space where the
people may walk with their wives and children on the Sunday and enjoy the
air '—Yes; the whole of the Bishop’s-walk, between the old church um]] {Vﬂ'&t‘
minster Bridge: that is one place, and there are many others.

753- How far is Kennington-common from the place you have been speaking
of I=—Not more than 10 or 15 minutes walk.

754. That is a very good reserved place 7—VYes.

755. There is a footpath across the middle of it 7—Yes,

756. Is it, generally speaking, pretty dry, and kept in good order ?—Mode-
rately so.

757. Would it not be desirable to have a little improvement there, so that
people might have at all times a dry walk across it7—Yes,

758. And round it *—Yes; it is often very wet.

759. There iz a right of common upon it at certain seasons of the year—
There is; and that portion upon which the echurch has been built, 1 believe, was
originally a part of the common-right. :

700. Mr. Tufneil.] Has there heen any great increase of late years among
the lower order of inhabitants in streets of an inferior description 7—Yes, and
built upon marshy land, which is decidedly wrong, without any drainage at all ;
there are no drains or sewers made in many parts. )

761, Chairman.] What district do you speak of ?— About Vauxhall, adjoining
Vauxhall-gardens; no drains ranming into Tyer's-street, New-street, Vauxhall-
streef, from the back streets. Several hundred houses are built upon  this
marshy land. :
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762. Mr. Tufnell.] Was any representation made by the loeal authorities to
the Commissioners of Sewers 7—1 do not know.

763. It is not your duty *—No,

704. Mr. fagham.] Do you know whether these streets were built by specu-
lative builders, or by building societies F—>Speculative builders; and so it is in
the ;Furr:‘rluu Ifii:!.-t:'f::!, {!"jxq.ijll{}'-strcﬂ, and that neiglibourhood.

705, Are there any buildine socicties in vour paris ' .
nefit Society Act 'i'—-.{'.'nt that T know. J B el T Rl
 7Ob. Chairman.] Are there any draing in the new streets that have been built
in the distriet lately *—No,

707. Would it not be a great improvement to the health of the inhabitants if
there was such asystem of drainage ?—Yes,

‘;_ﬁﬂ. And it is also neeessary for the purposes of cleanliness, as well as health 7
—Yes; and it is the same in the New-cut, in White Horse-street, ranning into
Blackfriar's-road.

760. Is that inhabited by the lower classes 7—Yes,

770. Are there any other places of a similar kind >—The whole of Walworth
{?Pmmnn towards the bridge leading to Peckham. The ditch Mr. Evans spoke
of runs down Kent-street, back of the Kent-road, through Bermondsey, and so
on into the River.

771. Is that an open sewer?—Yes; it is a tide diteh, but often containing
much fltl:.

772. Is there any other district which is so neglected 7—Yes, the whole of that
part called Walworth Common.

773. Is that neighbourhood ocenpied by the working classes 7— Yes, entirely.

774. Are there many of them there —There are 2,000 or 3,000 houses.

775. Is the sewerage and drainage there much neglected 7—Yes,

770. Are the buildings there still increasing *— Yes ; and what is very singular,
there are very few houses to let.

: 777- But no methods are taken for draining these new houses *—Very few of
them.

778. There are in some ?—Yes: in Waleot-square, where there are 300 houses
erected, there is a system of drainage.

770. Are they of an inferior deseription 7—No, they are rather of a better
deseription of house; they have a sewer through the whole of them.

780, You are not aware of any mode of enforeing any regulation, for the
drainage and sewerage, and ventilation in those districts /—No.

781. Would not some such power of due regulation for the drainage and
sewerage, and taking care that the houses are built in a proper mode, be highly
beneficial to the working elasses 7—Yes, similar to the district surveyor ; he has
authority over the building of houses.

782, Are you aware that his authority only extends to party-walls, and over-
hanging chimnies 7—1 was not.

783. Are you aware that he has any other power?—He has none over the
SCWETS.

784. Has he any authority as to houses being placed at a distance from each
other 2—No, but the houses must be built, according to first, second, or third-
rate, and with good party-walls.

785. That iz as a preventative against the spreading of fire ?— Yes,

786. Mr. "I'wl{'m-H.J Is there good ventilation provided in the new houses you
have been speaking of 7—1 believe they are built upon a much better prineiple.

787. Are they well supplied with water 2= Yes ; indeed there is a reason for
it; there is a contention between two companies ; they are both supplying water
and DLringing their pipes in all dircetions, the Vauxhall and Sonth Lambeth
Companics. In the district 1 first mentioned, the Lambeth distriet, and in
Bermondsey and in the Horough, 1 see they are well supplied with water.

788, The class of buildings which are improved as to drainage, are the
better elasses of honses 2—VYes,

780. The great objection, in the district you have spoken of, is the want of
cleauliness in drainage *—Yes ; and individual cleanliness also.

700. 1f there is a good system of drainage, do you think it will induce habits
of cleanliness 7—1 canmnot say; it might; it could not do any harm.
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Mr. Samuel Miller, called in; and Examined.

791. ARE you relieving officer :—Yes, of the West London North District.

792. What locality *—The parish of St. Sepulchre, St. Bartholomew the Great,
and St. Bartholomew the Less ; it surrounds Smithfield. .

703. Is that a densely-peopled district *—VYes, of the lower class of Irish.

=04. A great number of the labouring classes *—Yes; perhaps 1 might just
add, that the parish of St. Sepulchre consists of 8,000 souls, but only 650 rate-
Payers.

705. Be kind enough to deseribe to us the state of the poorer distriets within
the locality you are acquainted with, with regard to the drainage, sewerage and
cleansing the courts, cesspools, and other receptacles of refuse in and near the
houses of the poor =—The parish of St. Sepulchre is very well cleansed and
looked after, but there are alleys branching off from Saffron-hill, and what was
formerly ealled Chick-lane, now West-street : there are alleys and eourts branch-
ing all the way through to Snow-hill, and in spite of all they can do the offal is
still carried out into the streets. They possess the advantage of an excellent
and ample supply of water, but in spite of everything that can be done, the
nature of the population and the narrowness of these places will always accu-
mulate a great portion of filth.

706. What is the drainage from the main street to each of those houses; are
there under-ground drains ?—Yes, there is. The parish of St. Bartholomew the
Great is the very reverse: there is the whole of New-street, of 30 houses, and
the whole of Middle-street, leading from Cloth-fair, consisting of 30 houses,
where there is no drainage at all, and in some places the filth has been allowed
to accumulate, o much that even this morning I saw an overflow of it even in
the passages, the efluvium from which is insufferable ; in fact, it is so dreadful
that in going to visit the sick we must wait some time before we can get our-
selves into a situation to go into the room at all.

797. What is the condition of the cesspools and the privies *—They are in a
very bad state indeed: they have got into a system of getting water thrown
into the cesspools, and pumping it out into the streets; there are no sewers at
all, or any other mode of getting rid of it, but by getting the nightmen to take
it away ; but every room being oceupied by a family, the poor people will not
get it done, and the landlords do not do it till the authorities compel them.

708. Does this same system of neglect extend itself to any other courts or
districts ©—No, it does not go over much of Cloth-fair.

799. Are there,in the particular district you spoke of, where the neglect is so
great, fevers and disorders arising as the consequence of it ?—Yes, 1.'r.=i'_v much ;
it was only a fortnight ago 1 was compelled to take one of the magistrates to
take the deposition of three poor people who were very ill indeed ; one was a
case of fever, and the other very bad, arising from filth : one was a young man
who has since died.

f00. Does that state of disease produce much expense to the parish —It does

oduee a proportion of the expense : we are compelled to send them to the

ever Hospital. We sent from Back Ball-alley 22 to the Fever Hospital last year.

801, Do those diseazes arise from want of cleanliness and want of drainage i—
Yes, no doubt ; this Back Ball-alley was cleansed throughout, but it has broken
out again; in faet, there is no air gets to it at all: it is a narrow space, not
above a yard wide, and every room is occupied by a poor family, consisting of
four, five, or six. 2 g

802. There is neither draining, ventilation, or cleanliness to promote the
health of the inhabitants > No,

803. The consequence is fever and discase :—Yes,

3'!11: D'{ your observations extend themselves to any other distriet there-
about :—No, 1 only know these particular places with respect to drainage.
With respect to population, there is a very dense ulati sourts

! s y dense population among the courts
and alleys, and lodging-houses adjoining : we have 10 lodging-houses, where
they make up from 40 to 60 beds o night.

805. What is the state of them = They are kept pretty clean: when going
backwards and forwards we notice it ; the parties are rate-payers who hold
them, and they keep them cléan.

500. Will you mention any other districts requiring draining and sewerage,
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and cleansing ?—The greater part of St. Bartholomew's requires cleansing
and then there are other parts 1 have mentioned that have no drains, but in
the other parts 1 have mentioned it is impossible to cure it, except by pulling
them down, The property belongs to Lord Kensington, and they are occupied
by the lower class of Irish.

807. Would it very much add to the health of the district if they were
pulled down, and an opening made *—Yes; poor as I am I would subseribe

something myself to have them pulled down, from the danger 1 run in visiting,

the people there: there being a family in each room, they block up every
avenue for the air, and the stench arising from the bottom of the house it is
impossible to dezeribe.

dod. Would not regulations to insure cleanliness there be of the hizhest
importanee *—Yes; but the parish is divided into factions, and it requires a
superior interference, and it must be done, or the state of that place alone will
affect the health of the metropolis.

Son. Mr. Tufuell.| Do you mean from the number of people inhabiting the
houses :—No, from the houses themselves, and the want of drainage ; the houses
are very ancient and tumbling down, and the parties interested will not alter
them as long as they can get a tenant to occupy each room.  If a house consist
of four rooms, they get 16s. a week for a house not worth 2017

510. 1s the state of the health of the neighbourhood better or worse than it
was a few years ago :—Worse, decidedly.

811, Have you any returns to that effect *—No, it is only from my observation ;
if any party is sick, | go and visit the case, and give an order for the doctor ; but
I am satished that the disease has increased; we sent 22 cases to the Fever
Hospital from one place alone.

S12. Chairman.] You think that fever has increased *—Yes, very much.

813. You think that owing in a great measure to the existence of these
places :—Yes, because when a place has been cleansed, the disease has shown
itself again.

814. Mr. Tufnell.] Has the mortality increased in the parish ¢ —1I do not think
it has ; the people are considerably more temperate than they used to be, but
the lower class of Irish generate diseases that the English do not; they eat a
kind of food that the English do not; they eat the heads of rusty old pork,
and salt-fish ; T think they eat things that engender disease ; but the habits of
the people are certainly more sober in the last two years.

815. There has been a regulation enforced lately about shutting up the
public houses on Sundays till after church time ; is that beneficial in your opinion
to the labouring classes *—Yes, it is a very great benefit to them ; in my opinion
smoking induces drinking ; the men light their pipes in the morning, and go to
the public-houses to get drink, and get stupified in the morning, and all the
rest of the day they are not fit for anything; I wish there was a tax, to put an
end to smoking.

816. Supposing in a neglected place, like one of these courts, there has been
a family in a room which has had the fever, and the room has been contaminated
by it, is there any power by which you can prevent any other family coming in,
till it is cleansed, or compel the landlord to whitewash the house r—I am not
aware that there is any such power.

S517. Would not some such power be a great benefit to the health of the
neighbourhood :—Yes, there wants, as [ said before, some superior interference ;
the interests of individuals prevent any alteration taking place.

818, Do the landlords of those poorer dwellings derive a very considerable
rent from them:—Yes; the houses are not worth above 401 or 504 ; they
buy them, and let them for 4s. a week ; they farm them out; I know a man
who is making a great deal of money by houses of this sort.

§19. Do the people pay their rent beforehand generally -—No; there is one
person on the spot who goes round every Saturday night or Monday morning,
and collects the rent from house to house, and he generally lives rent-free.

$20. Who pays the poor-rates for those houses}—They ave farmed at so
much a house, full or empty, but they are considerably under-assessed.

821. The landlord pays the rate :—VYes.

822, Is that under the local Act?—No, but by agreement with the parish
officers,

$23. Mr. Baines.] He pays by a composition, not by the value ;—Yes, so
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much per house, whether full or empty ; they are productive by being let out ;
the landlord gets 4 5. a week.

824. Chairman.] He loses sometimes by a slippery tenant —Yes, and having
the repairs to do.

825. Mr, Baines.| 1s this thought a desirable property +—Not to those who
can lay out their money well, but only to low brokers who can get their
money where others cannot.

826. Chairman.] Do they make their interest upon their money —No doubt
of it.

827, Mr. Walker.] What is the amount of abatement made by the parish
officers generally >—That would be according to the necessity of the case;
I should think they do not pay above half as much as the other houses upon
the average.

828. Mr. Inghair.] You say that the Irish workman lives upon coarser food
than the English —Yes.

82q. Is that from receiving a less amount of wages, or does it arise from his

nding his money otherwise :—I think from receiving less wages, and from

eir previous habits of eating coarser food ; 1 think the English labourers are
brought up with more cleanly habits. The peasantry of England were tolerably
well fed, and had wholesome food, and you ecould not get them to partake of
bad food ; the Irizh partake of salted or pickled fish, and large old pigs’ heads,
and very rusty and bad bacon, and things of that kind, and a great quantity of
salt fish; all through the neighbourhood of Saffron-hill you would see fish
lying about that you would not think people would eat.

830. With the same wages, you think the English labourers get better food
—I think the Irish labourers have not the same wages ; they get a job now and
then, and then they are out of work the rest of the week, probably.

831. It is from the habit of being eontent with coarser food that the Irish
live as they do ?—Yes, and they are more improvident.

832. Mr. Ponsonby.] Are the Irish less temperate than the English :—Yes,
and they associate so much together, one man induces another to drink.

833. Have they any cookery for their dinners, or do they buy them generally
dressed r—I think the poor generally cook their vietuals, in London.

833%. At home *—Yes.

Mr, Francis Moseley called in; and Examined.

834. Chairman.] YOU live in Lincoln's-inn Fields *—Yes.

835. You have been in the medical profession *—Yes.

830. And have paid particular attention to the state of the poorer classes in
the vicinity of London :—I have.

837. With reference more particularly to the state of their dwellings, and
the state of the cleansing the drainage and sewerage near their dwellings ¢
I have directed especial attention to the points you name, as affecting the health
and mortality of certain districts. \

838. To what particular districts round London have you more especially
attended >—The united parishes of Westminster. :

830. St. John's and St. Margaret’s }—Yes,

~ 340. Be kind enough to mention to us any poorer districts of that neigh-
bourhood, in which the labouring classes reside, which are neglected in point
of sewerage, or cleansing, or ventilation —1I think that in these parishes, as in
most of the parts of London where the poor reside, their abodes OCCUPY &
limited district, bounded by a certain number of better streets ; | might say, the
habitations of the labouring class of Westminster are bounded by Tothill-street
on the north, Great Peter-street on the south, Stretton-ground on the west, and
Great Smith-street on the east. 4 i

B41. Within that district there is a considerable square or block, which is
chiefly inhabited by the poorer classes® —There is. J

842. Have you made yourself acquainted with that district >—Very much so.

543. Be kind enough to describe to us the state of their habitations in the
points I have adverted to ;-—There are a great many of the abodes that are
very old ; and as regards sewers, | believe they are very defective. The inhabi-
tants themselves are of a very low class indeed. The houses not only exceed-
1ugc}}r close together, having but a narrow alley, court, or lane between them, but
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each house is exceedingly closely inhabited ; not only let into single rooms, but
parts of these are re-let.

844. You say they are very deficient in sewerage; arve there undersround
drains from the houses to the sewers, or are they deficient in that *—There is an
open sewer, and 1 may add, a bone-hoiler’s, in the centre of this neichbourhood.

545. Where is that :—It extends from New Pye-street to Old Pye-street,
running parallel up Duck-lane. ;

846, Is the effluvia from that in summer very noxious *—Particularly so.

847. Has that been the cause of fever *—Yes, it has to a considerable extent.

848. Are the open drains and the neglect of clearing away the filth and offal
in this distriet notorious *—The scavengers neglect the conrts and places where
they should go particularly to.

840. In consequence of that neglizgence, and the effluvia arising from it, are
ﬂwrf-. fevers generated in that district >—Yes, there always has been, and now
iare, In consequence.

850. Are many of the parts of the district you speak of neglected, in point
of sewerage and drainage, and cleaning the privies, and so on *—Yes,

851. Are you cognizant that fevers and other disorders have arisen from it :
—1 have no doubt whatever, seeing such ecauses, that the result would inevitably
be that fevers would increase. '

852. Would an improved drainage and sewerage, and cleansing and clearing
cesspools and receptacles of filth in that neighbourhood, be a material benefit
to the health of the poorer classes *—Very great indeed.

553. Does the same general observation extend itself to any other district
inhabited by the poorer classes in the neighbourhood of London 7—There are
many districts similarly situated on most points.

854. Just mention them incidentally, and state what districts there are
similarly situated, and where the like evils prevail —We may mention the
same parish, more to the west, a number of alleys running from York-street
and Castle-street in a similar state.

855. Inhabited chiefly by the working classes *—Yes.

850. Any other district *—More to the north, I might name the abodes of the
working classes residing within the square having St. Martin's-lane to the west,
Bedford-court to the east, New-street to the north, Chandos-street to the south,
This mass of abodes is but intersected by a few courts and alleys, with but one
exception ; each house exceedingly closely inhabited, and where to obtain an
access of air is peculiarly difficult ; and here the sewerage and cleansing of the
numerous receptacles of filth is very imperfect. Shall [ mention further the boun-
daries of eertain districts where sickness undoubtedly prevails from local causes ?

857. If you please *—Long Aere on the north, Hart-street on the south,
8t. Martin's-lane on the west, and Bow-street on the east.

854, That is a district also in which the sewerage and cleansing has been
neglected in the close courts :—Yes, it is particularly so; and from whence
typhus is too frequently spread.

859. Is that a populous district, inhabited by the working classes of people ?
—VYes, the lowest ciass of people.

860, I believe a great want of cleanliness exists there '—Yes,

861. In that district, is the want of communication with the sewers one of

the causes of disease 7—Yes, that is the great evil.

862, Not the want of sewers in the main street, but communication with
the sewers :—VYes, I believe that may be generally the case; there are oppor-
tunities, if they will avail themselves of it.

863. They are not enforced by any authority, either by means of regulation
or inspection of any sort %—No.

864. Now, be kind enough to go on to any other populous distriets in a
similar state *—1 will mention St. Giles ; Holborn on the north, Parker-street
on the south, Drury-lane on the west, Newton-street on the east.

86i5. Is that a district inhabited by the labouring classes almost exclusively ?
—Exclusively.

866. In which dwell many families in & house, one above another *—Yes.

867. Is it not more requisite, in a district like that, that the cleansing and
drainage should be enforced, rather than any other *—Especially so, where the
neighbourhood is similar to this ; but where, undoubtedly, it will be found most
defective, the population is very close, the houses are re-let, and even a room is

re-let ; there is often more than one family in a room in such neighbourhoods.
868, Under
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868, Under those cirenmstances, it E more eﬁse?tiin] that the health should

. attended to by public regulation *—Unquestionably. ’
hpﬂﬁg. Now go En to mug;.1L other district.—St. George, St. Giles, and St.

.
Migrht: S':rhﬂﬁﬂ are parts of the several [}m‘iS‘hEE‘ EI——ch; to form a district
several parishes met ; Broad-street on the north, Tichfield-street on the south,
Crown-street on the west, and King-street on the east. s

§=1, That is also a neglected district, inhabited greatly by the working
classes 3—It is aneighbourhood where the underground drainage is not so defi-
eient as in the previous; there are but few of the inhabitants to whom @ F‘?ﬂﬂ
drainage is not available, though the stench from the majority of the privies,
and the accumulation of filth in and about their houses, evince the greatest
neglect of their health, Al :

8=2. Do fevers and contagious disorders arise in that neighbourhood from
the causes spoken of ?—Yes, to a very great extent. g

§73. And when they do arise are worse in their symptoms - Undoubtedly ;
for independent of the occurrence of fever, the inmates of those abodes are ever
enfeebled, mentally and bodily, from the polluted atmosphere they are respiring.

8=4. You think that the physical energies of the people are in a great degree
injured ;—Yes, and their poverty increased, from the atmosphere they breathe
rendering them incapable of work. !

8=5. You think this arises in a great degree from the neglect of drainage
and cleansing that we have spoken of +—Yes. 546\

§76. Turn to another distriet ?—St. George's Rookery, Bainbridge-street on
the north, Broad-street on the south, George-street on the east, High-street on
the west: St. Andrew Holborn and Clerkenwell, Kirby-street on the west, Mut-
ton-hill and Clerkenwell-green on the north, St. John's-lane on the east, Cow-
cross and Peter-street on the south. {

877. In the district you have mentioned last, are there any common sewers
—Yes; there is the Fleet-ditch, which is in a very filthy state occasionally ; it
may be considered an open sewer.

8-8. Is that in the last district i—Yes.

879. Is it productive of fevers?—It is, to a very considerable extent ; and,
in this neighbourhood, there are a number of slaughter-houses, and so on.

§80. Which are neglected, in your opinion :—Not in this district so much as
in some.

881. You have mentioned this as a district which is neglected, and in which
you think are wanted cleansing and improvement, and so on; is it a very poor
district *—Very filthy ; a complete hot-bed for fever; and I know of no spot
where improvements are more called for.

882. Do vou know that cases of fever have arisen, caused, as you imagine,
by the want of cleansing and sewerage, and so on?—1 have no doubt, consi-
dering the circumstances under which the people reside, fever must inevitably
continue to occur until there is some amendment made.

883. Now go to another district -—Cripplegate and St. Luke’s.

884. Part of the parishes of those two:—Yes; Golden-lane on the west,
Bunhill-row on the east, Old-street Road on the- north, Chiswell-street on the
south.

885. That also is a populous district, inhabited chiefly by the working
clasges F—TYes; but in addition to the circumstances met with in the other
districts, it has additional causes for polluting the air.

886. Will you mention them ;:—A number of burial grounds within a very
short distance ; indeed, in the midst of this dense population.

887. In your opinion the custom of burying in the midst of a densely-peopled
iqirsltmt is injurious to the health of the persons living there 7—Yes, particu-

¥ 80.

§88. Have you heard of cases of illness arising in the neighbourhood of a
burying-ground *—Where the interments are so exceedingly numerous as in
these grounds, I have, as they may be a considerable source of malaria.

389. Are there any other districts?—In the parishes of Moorgate, and
Bishopsgate, bounded by Long-alley on the west, Half-moon alley on the
south, Bishopsgate-street on the east, and Skinner-street on the north.

sgo. Is that a district inhabited chiefly by the working classes, or by various
classes ?—Chiefly by the poorest class of people.

0.47. H 2
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801. Is that a distriet in which the want of drainage and sewerage and

cleansing prevails :—Very much.

22, Are there many close courts and alleys there :—Yes, it consists entirvely
of them.

803. Is there a want of regulation for cleansing and draining there :—VYes,
very great ; the scavengers are seldom seen there at all ; in fact, this spot they
neglect to a very great extent. :

#04. Is there a want of drainage between the houses and the common
sewers ?—I should imagine there is no sewerage at all; it chiefly consists of
courts, and the inhabitants have not applied to the Commissioners of Sewers
for a communication.

805. From some cause it is deficient in drainage and cleansing *—Yes.

Sgb. Is there a bad unhealthy smell in the lower part of the house injurious
to the health 7—Yes ; although I have found by inquiries among this class
they are not aware of the causes that produce the ill effect upon their health.

897. But you feel confident, from your medical knowledge, that it must have
a very injurious effect indeed ?—Yes, although imperceptible to the inhabi-
tants.

8g5. Are there fevers prevailing in that district 7— Yes, to a very great extent.

800. Arising from the causes you have mentioned *—Yes.

goo. Mr. Cowper.] Do you know whether it is the duty of any public body
to cleanse those places *—No, | am not aware of any.

qo1. Chairman,| Mention any other distriet *—1 should say the Commercial
part of Lomdon is the worst. 1 have inspected these parts; I have been in
almost every alley, and know the state of the people, and where most attention
is called for. On the Commercial side of London, down by a place called
BRosemary-lane on the noerth, East Smithfield and Parson’s-street on the south,
Cartwright-street on the west, and Well-street on the east, inhabited principally
by mariners.

go2. Is that a very neglected neighbourhood in which fever prevails from
neglect (—1It is proverbial for cases of fever, as it is for its filth.

go3. Mention any other district you are acquainted with :—On the South-
wark side.

go4. Are there many districts there neglected :—There are many causes
besides the state of their habitations that elaim attention : for instance, the dif-
ferent manufactories conducing to the vitiation of the atmosphere to a very
great extent,

goj. Have you paid attention to the state of Whitechapel and Bethnal-

sen i—I have not.

gob. Is it very much neglected :—Yes, very much indeed.

o077, There is a district towards Gray's-inn-lane, up towards the Small Pox
Hospital : do you know that *—Yes ; the state of the courts and the alleys, the
drainage and the sewerage is very defective.

qo8. Are you aware of fever existing in that district, arising from neglect of
this kind >—There are cases which we may venture to conelude arise from such
CANSES.

gog. Is there any other populous district in the vicinity of London, or in the
outskirts, you ean speak to as similarly situated 1 might mention Islington ;
so far out as that there are generally very great sources of sickness from simi-
lar causes; a number of courts runming out of High-street in, perhaps, as
unwholesome a state as any in the central part of London, though such places
so far out of the centre of London would not be subject to the extent of evils as
they would if they were more in the centre.

gi1o. There is a great neglect of sewerage, and draining, and cleansing, there ?
—Yes,

g11. And fevers arise more from that cause *—Yes.

g12. Mr. Tufuell.] Do you consider that neighbourhood more unhealthy
than those you have mentioned *—No ; under similar eircumstanees they would
be less liable to disease; and they are open to a current of air.

g13. Mr. Courper.] Does the nature of the soil produce any effect -—Yes,
because of the want of drainage.

014. Mr. Ponsonby.] Is there a great deal of open ground near Isling-
ton ?—Yes ; that would prevent the same causes producing the same mmjurious
cffects.

a15. Have

iy
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g15. Have you always found, in the neighbourhood of unenclosed grounds,
the parties are more healthy ?—Yes; because when I see a number of indivi-
duals occupying a limited space, which applies to a population like Lon-
don. it must inevitably tend to pollute the atmosphere, let it be ever so
carefully cleansed.

g16. Chairmen.] You have been good enough to mention a number of dis-
tricts, in which you think great neglect in cleansing, and sewerage, and drain-
ing exists, and in which you think the health of the inhabitants so materially
i-“j'uw;ﬂ therefrom ; can you state about the population of those different dis-
tricts added together which you think are affected by this negleet *—T think
that would be a matter which would surprise people at present unaware of
the population of those unhealthy distriets ; for 1 found, from a close observa-
tion and much attention, in proportion as the poverty of the neighbourhood is,
g0 is its close population.

017. That which is the most populous distriet is also the most neglected ?
—Yes.

018, Do you think you conld make a tolerable caleuiation of the number in
this distriet :—Yes, 1 could do so.

a19. You could give it to the Committee at a future day *—Yes,

g20. You believe a vast number inhabit those districts *—The population,
I feel certain, in proportion to their area, is interesting.

21. And chiefly the working classes *—Yes.

g22. Could you give the amount of the number of houses as well as of the
population 7—1I cannot say ; this district is a distriet 1 took merely from its cir-
cumstances ; I do not know whether any documents could render me any aid in
coming to a caleulation in those particular districts ; they are not limited to one
parish, but in close courts and alleys in the lowest neighbourhoods.

023. Do you think, with respect to the sanitary provisions, as to those popu-
lous districts, whether they are old districts that have been neglected, or new
ones arising in London and its vieinity, that some fresh regulations for the health
of the inhabitants are necessary 1 consider the whole population of London
unsafe while the evils of s=ome neighbourhoods exist.

924. Mr. Cowper.] What do you mean by unsafe /—The health of all is ren-
dered unsafe for want of some regulation of that sort.

g25. Liability to infectious disorders and epidemics is increased :—Yes.

026. Chairiman.| Do you think that the present regulations are inefficient
with regard to enforcing drainage, cleanliness, and ventilation, and due sanitary
precautions *—From the attention I have paid to this subject, [ feel no hesitation
in saying such is most assuredly the ease,

g27. Does your knowledge upon the subject that you have turned attention
to, extend itself to any other large town exeept an{nn i—No.

928, Mr. Tufnell.] Do you think that the condition of the poorer classes has
been improving or deteriorating ?—In proportion to the population, so in those
districts are they becoming more thickly peopled.

a209. With regard to their health and their comforts, has it been increasing
or diminishing of late *—I econsider that from their occupyving such neighbour-
hoods as these, they are deprived of energy of mind and body, consequently
their comfortz must be diminishing.

930 Is disease more or less prevalent among them than it was:—It is li-
mited to particular scasons, and whether an epidemic occurs or not; but I
consider that fever is increasing most assuredly.

031. More than in proportion to the population *—I can hardly answer that
without referring to some statistical information.

032. Chairman.] You refer particularly to those districts inhabited by the
poorer classes that are in a great measure neglected }—VYes,

033. Do habits of intemperance prevail in the districts you have spoken of ¢
—Not to the extent that it did formerly.

034. From that cause there ought to be an improvement :—Yes.

035. Mr. Cowper.| Have you observed the locality inhabited by successive
generations exposed to the same want of cleanliness #—1I do not consider that
any of this pernicious effect is hereditary.

a6, But where successive generations have been exposed to the same
causes, it might act with redoubled foree ?—I do not think such evils could be
propagated by birth.

0.47. i3 937. You
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037. You do not consider that the children of persons exposed to those evil
influences would have a still weaker character than the children of other
parents *— I do not think they would.

038. Cheairman.] Do you mot think that the children of parents who have
been injured by exposure to malaria, and whose constitutions have been hurt
thereby, that the children of such parents would be more likely than the
children of parents in other situations to contract disease *—There must be
actual dizsease set up in the constitution to affect the children by the parents.

039. Will not disease in the constitution of a child arise from discase in the
eonstitution of the parent, so that the progeny of an unhealthy, dwindled
parent will be an unhealthy and dwindled child *—I do not think so; the in-
habitants of those places are suffering under disorder; that disorder may
become a disease, and then it would become hereditary.

940. Mr. Tufiell.] Without any particular disease, supposing a family to
live for three or four generations in the same confined court, the children will
become of an inferior description :—I do not think so.

041. Chairman.| Do you not think that the children in the east of London
are inferior in apparent robustness to children living in a healthy distriet }—
If these children were removed to a spot more congenial to health, they would
be healthy and robust.

042. You think that those circumstances act upon the child, and not upon
the parents *—Yes, merely from the atmosphere it breathes.

043. It operates upon the child as it grows up *—Yes.

944. Mr. Cowper.] Is that an observation arising from experience ?—Yes,
and from theory.

945. Mr. Ingham.] You said you thought the health of London was affected
by manufactories :—7Yes.

0946. What part is that ?—I should say the Southwark side, particularly.

047. In what respect is the health injured by those manufactories i —By
their tending to contaminate the atmosphere ; especially by a trade called bone-
boilers, and manure manufactories.

048, Chairman.| Do you mean the oceupation, or the vieinity of the spot 3
—The vicinity of the spot to bone-boilers and manure manufacturers.

049. You think that those manufactories should be removed for the sake of
the health of the inhabitants —The manufactoring of the manure, which con-
gists in exposing heaps of animal matter to putrefaction, after the process of
boiling, most assuredly might be earried to the country.

a50. Mr. Ingham.] What is a bone-boiler :—I did not know there was such
a trade bhefore.

051. Mr. Ponsonby.] Are you aware there is much disease in such neigh-
bourhoods *—I have been among the inhabitants surrounding those places,
and it is to a great extent; and i3 producing a continual injurious effect to
a considerable distance.

052. Mr. Tufuell.] Is there a general disposition in the lower class to avail
themselves of any facilities that may be offered for improvement in the way of
drainage *—I have found in many instances they do not take those means to
render the sewerage available.

053. Chairman.] Their disposition to avail themselves of any advantage
offered to them, is in proportion to the intelligence and instruction they have
received '—Yes.

054. In proportion as they are instrueted and have become intelligent, in
that proportion you enable them to make use of those means:—Precisely so;
I found it the most difficult matter to convince the occupiers of these neigh-
bourhoods of the injury it is doing them ; they are ill, but they do not know
why ; the especial tﬂl{{i!nl‘.}' of a contaminated atmosphere is to deaden the
mental and bodily energies.

055. Any kind of instruction, or education, or intelligence that was conveyed
to them, would facilitate the means of improving their condition, even upon
those physical points of our inguiry :—Very materially.
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G56. Chairman.] HAVE you been able to ascertain the population of the
districts which you spoke of on Friday last, as being in a bad state, and neg-

lected as to drainage and ventilation *—In part 1 have done so, but it is not yet
complete.

[The Witness was directed to furnish the information referred to.]

057. 1 will now ask you a few questions relating to a district inhabited prin-
cipally by sailors on their return from their voyages, where they reside till they
gail again on their outward voyages, and which district, I believe, comprises
certain portions of St. George's in the East; are you acquainted with it ~—
I am.

95%. You are acquainted with the district in which sailors, and parties con-
nected with nautieal life, genﬂrnl'ljy live +—I am.

050. What is the state of the district as to the drainage, cleansing, and ven-
tilation, and the comfort of their dwellings, as affected by those matters :—1
congider no part of London is more neglected as regards those points, sewerage,
drainage, and cleansing altogether.

abio. Have you visited those districts yourself :—VYes, all of them.

g6i1. Be kind enough to mention to us the area of some of the distriets, and
whether it is a dense population }—1I would mention a district in the parish o
St. George’s in the East, bounded by the Back-road to the east, Radeliffe-high-
way to the south, Bluegate-field to the west, and King David’s Island on the
east.

ofi2. Between those points {'ﬂu have mentioned, is there a very considerable
population =—Very considerable indeed.

06i3. Describe the state of the district with respect to the points you have
adverted to :—The sewerage is most defective in those by-alleys, as I found on
inspecting the maps of the Commissioners of Sewers.

0fi4. Just deseribe some of the consequences of this inefficient sewerage '—
Partial drainage of the surface, but the gutters and so om are in a very filthy
state, showing, beside the want of drainage, that the scavenger is seldom there
at all,

gti5. What is the state of the cesspools and the receptacles for filth there r—
There are heaps of decomposing vegetable matter and offal thrown out of
the buildings in those places, and the streets themselves are flthy beyond
description.

ghit. Now, with regard to the cesspools, or privies, and so forth, can you tell
us the state of those places ; are they attended to or cleansed, or, on the con-
trary, are they neglected, and stench arising from them ! —TFrom what I am in-
formed, they are generally emptied by carrying the contents away ; but that is
very considerably neglected, =o as to occasion a great deal of very noxious efflu-
via constantly.
907. All those things, from what you have yourself obzerved, neglected in
H 4 this
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this district :—From what I have observed in this neighbourhood, they are neg-
lected throughout the neighbourhood. i

g68. Having described one district, go on to mention another *—I should
mention particularly King-street, and Green-bank.

96g. Is that inhabited by a dense population, nautical people, and sailors ?
It is.

070. What are the inhabitants :}—It is principally the homes of sailors.

071. Now go to some other district similarly situated, thereabouts, if such
there be :—I should say that different parishes will form one distriet, and I find
it difficult to describe the parizhes ; they are in several parishes ; Rosemary-
lane on the north, East-smithficld on the south, Cartwright-street on the west,
and Well-street on the east; now this, from my own obszervation, is without
a doubt, with the exception of Whitechapel and Spitalfields, which I rather
except from my description, because 1 consider it has been so amply adverted
to already: but this is a neighbourhood most of all deficient in sewerage,
(sewerage, I believe 1 may with certainty say there is none whatever,) drainage,
and in also the general cleanliness of the inhabitants.

072. What class is that district inhabited by *—The same as the other distriet,
sailors; the temporary home of our sailors.

073 And their families *—Yes, and their families.

074. Is it a densely-peopled district ;—Particularly so.

07 5. And you eonsider, beyond a doubt, the points alluded to are particularly
essential to their health, and that it is necessary they should be attended to?—
No doubt.

o7, Should you say that the negleet of them is injurious to them in a
medical point of view ?—VYes, particularly so, both as regards their general
state, independent of fever, it produces a considerable degree of debility in
their constitution being thus constantly in so noxious a vapour.

a77. And with respect to fever, it has been described to us as being the cause
of great evil in that neglected district *—Fever in those districts is more likely
to occur, but, independent of fever, the inhabitants of such abodes lose
mental and bodily energy.

078. And that affects them from their youth upwards, more or less?
Yes. :

079- I need hardly ask you, but I suppose there is no doubt that it increases
the virulence of any contagious disorder :—No doubt, and it is the great souree
of fevers of all kinds, and indeed of all diseases to which the human frame is
subject. :

533(}. Do you know that fevers prevail in this district *—VYes, I do, from the
knowledge I have of those who are in immediate attendance upon these
abodes.

081, In both of the districts ?7—Yes; I have seen the medical attendant of
cach of these districts.

g82. Be good enough fo turn to any other distriets, though not so bad, which
are affected by a degree of negleet in these particulars *—Shadwell, I will men-
tion next.

0%3. What parish is that in?—It is a parish of itself.

984. Is it situated on the river !— Yes.

085. Is it inhabited by the class you have mentioned before *—It is.

080, The humbler class of sailors, and persons connected with shipping ?—
Yes.

087. Is that a densely-peopled district also?—Yes; equally so as the one
1 have mentioned,

088, Be kind enough to mention the state of that place with respect to
sewerage, drainage and ventilation, and the observance of regulations that may
affect the health of the working classes *—I should say in this district the evils
are in some degree equal to those of the previous distriets.

0%g. Will you mention any particular locality that you think neglected in
those respects, or do you apply your observations generally ?—It would a.pg_f
generally in this instanee; I am not aware of anything differing from the
TEst.

09o. You speak from personal inspection -—Yes, of every one of them.

001. Do you happen to know the population of this district :—I do not. e

092. ¥l

=




SELECT COMMITTEE ON HEALTH OF TOWNS. 5%

0g2. Will you go to any other district i—St. George’s in the East and Wap-
ing, London Dock on the north; Green-bank and King-street on the EDI}I]I;
%ard—street and Broad-street on the west. This is an exceedingly filthy neigh-
bourhood indeed; it is low; I saw no dminnge at all; very low, and no
drainage. . :

003. No efficient drainage 7—No efficient drainage.

g04. Are there a great number of narrow courts, and small close lanes, and
g0 on, in this district *—The houses are but very slightly intersected by even
these courts, close lanes, and so on; and it is a very ancient part also, where
a considerable quantity of filth and vegetable matter, and everything likely to
decompose, is laid in heaps about the place.

905. Is it a densely-peopled distriet 7—The houses are not so high, and they
are not so crowded as in many other distriets.

gg6. It is inhabited by the poorer elass of persons
with the shipping and the docks.

g97. Is the health of the people in this district, in your opinion as a medical
man, affected by the circumstances by which they are swrrounded :—1I have no
hesitation in saying it must be equally unhealthy with the others, from having
visited the neighbourhood.

gg8. Will you turn to any other district you have not mentioned }—I would
now eonsider the opposite side of the river, Rotherhithe.

900. You have yourself visited the district of Rotherhithe :—Yes.

1000. That is on the Surrey side of the river ?— Yes.

1001. Describe to us first where it is #¥—It is a closely inhabited poor neigh-
bourhoed, directly on the opposite side of the river. Thiz neighbourhood is
particularly unhealthy, in consequence of a natural peculiarity in this district.

1002. That is from lyving low, and the tide throwing back the water *—And
having a very wide ditch, the mill-pond, where the tide rises and leaves an
accumulation from the river of animal and vegetable matter upon its muddy
banks ; the tide entirely leaves the muddy banks, and during the heat of the
sun of course it is a very fertile source of malaria to the vieinity, which is
inhabited by the lowest class of people.

1003. Are there houses all along the banks:—7Yes, they are very thickly
inhabited.

1004. State generzlly the situation of the district with respect to cleansing
and so forth *—In this district there are several evils to a minor extent than
those 1 have mentioned before.

1005. Mention any that arise from the neglect of the sewerage, drainage, and
cleansing *—Some of those ditches are sewers, and therefore they are in an
open state ; they serve as sewers in the parish ; indeed, 1 think I may say there
is but little else.

1006, Is it a populous part of the community *—Yes, quite populous.

1007. What is the state of the cleansing and draining in this distriet =1 am
not able to advert to anything further than those open ditches.

1008, Are those open drains in the immediate vicinity of houses, in your
opinien, the cause of ill health :—Quite so.

1009. Do you happen to know that fever does prevail in that neighbourhood ?
—VYes, [ do for certain, having had conversation with the gentlemen who are
attending them ; I would advert in this distriet to Jacob's Island, which is sur-
rounded by these ditches,

1010, Is it very thickly inhabited ;:—Yes.

1011. Does the state of this ditch affect the health of the people, in vour
opinion :—It is allowed by all in that neighbourhood to be the case.

. 1012, To be injurious to their health and strength >-—Yes, and the souree of
ever.

1013. Is there any other district you can particularly speak to, with refer-
ence to the same points ?—I would advert to Lambeth.

1014. Before you go to Lambeth, [ would ask a question about these four
districts which seem to be inhabited by people similar in their habits and man-
ners ; a great many consist of classes connected with the river and ships, sailors
and sailors” wives, and so forth :—Yes, it is a temporary home ; it is 2 home to
the crew as the ships arrive, and on their departing they take their crew from
these neighbourhoods.

1015. If, in consequence of the neglect you spoke of fever, should be gene-
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rated and attack those nautical men, would it not be more likely to be commu-
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nicated to the erews of ships going out from districts of this kind than if better
regulations were attended to>—1I consider that the state of these districts isa
matter of great national importance to this the first commerecial city in the
world, from the very cirenmstance of their crew being taken from a neigh-
hcﬂ.lrlmml o favourable to the generation of fever ; it could scarcely be credited
that a neighbourhood so important to London, the first commercial eity in the
world, could have been in such a state of 11L*gchrt where there are no sanitary
re "'uhmuu*i for such an important population, the population that man the
l-]nyn- of this country, who may be taken on board the ships apparently in good
health, and after they have arrived on board, and out at sea, as I know from
numerous instances, fever has hroken out in the ghip, and has been propagated,
as is undeubtedly allowed by all authorities in these distriets, and sanitary
regulations might have subverted such evils.

1010, Now proceed to the district of Lambeth ?—1 adverted to Lambeth
merely for one consideration, that was the existence of a very considerable
source of sickness independent of sewerage, and independent of the habits of
the people of that neighbourhood ; there are numerous manufactories, but one,
of one description in pﬂrtmuku,ﬂmt tends materially, in my idea, to t.hP ﬁmknﬁﬂ
in that neighbourhood, this is called a bone-boiler's and manure manufacturer’s.

1017. Is that carried on in the centre of a populous distriet *—These 1 ad-
vert to are ; there are several of them in the centre of a very poor population.

1015, And densely peapled *—Yes.

1010, It is an unhealthy quarter, is it #—Yes.

1020, You say you think these manufactories and hone-boilers, and so on,
have very injurious effects upon the health of the neighbourhood *—To a con-
siderable extent round the neighbourheod where they at present exist.

1021, Mr. Brotherton.] Have they been long established *—That I cannot
gay ;. my observation has been for about two years directed to them.

1022, Chairman.] What sanitary regulations do you consider would be
effective to prevent the evils you think arise from this neglect *—The removal
of the materials as soon as the manufacturing process is completed.

1023, Then, for the purpose of completing the manufacture, it does not
appear to you necessary that the materials should remain upon the premises
long enough to generate any evil to the inhabitants ; is that the case *—Con-
verting the putrid materials into manure should at least be carried on away
from such a population.

1024. What is the manufactory ; isit boiling bones for the pul'[ms# of making
size 7=—They make several materials out of the bones.

1025. Then the bones, after they are boiled, are used for the purpose of
manure }—Yez.

1026. Do the bones that are left after the boiling, when left in large hea
engender a noxious smell and air, which is injurious to the inhabitants —A
the glue is extracted from the bones, the remainder is wheeled on to large
heaps, where they are facilitated in decomposing by adding further materials,
and it oecupies a considerable space, as high as the surrounding houses ; in
that part of the process, it appears to me that some sanitary regulations might
be of very considerable advantage to all the neighbourhood, and there are
many of these.

toz7. If, after the process of boiling takes place, the bones were moved away,
o that the subsequent process of being worked up with other materials for the
purpose of manure was carried on away from such a distriet, that would be
what you contemplate -—Yes.

1028. With respect to the drainage and cleansing in this district, is that
attended to or neglected generally I think that this district has an advan-
tage perhaps over other districts; but that these evils are existing over an
extensive district, amidst a poor population.

toza. Mr. Tufucll.] Are there more than one bone-boileri—Yes; I could
enumerate them ; three in Lambeth, and four in Christchurch.

1o30. Is there anything ]ml’ticulﬁl' in that locality that makes it suitable to
the establishment of if they were in a
better neighbourhood they would be indicted for the nuisance; but they are in
the midst of a poor Impu]ntmn, among whom [ have been to ascertain the
effects of this.

1031. Chairman.] You say it is a very injurious process ?—Yes, it is shorten-
ing the days of hundreds.

1032. Mr,
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1032, Mr. Tufnell.] Tt is the manure that makes it unwholesome, and not
the bones i—The process of manufacturing does not consist in the putridity of
them, but they make the manure by 1_1]]}1([ decomposition, and t‘lrl'lﬂ decomposi-
tion is throwing out foul air; a heap lies there, and they expedite the decom-
position by throwing quick-lime over them. ;

1053. After the hones have undergone the process tr:: zet the gelatinous matter
from them, are they in a pulpy state or a hard state *—Partly hard; they ex-
pedite the decomposition by the use of lime, and this consists in extricating
foul air, sulphurated hydrogen gas, which is of all gases most pernicious to
health.

lliln;;cg. Chairman.] Are there any other districts where this practice pre-
vails *—1 have mentioned three in Lambeth, and four in Christchurch.

1035. You are mot aware of any others !—They may exist a little way out
of town, at Rotherhithe ; but these I would not mention, because they are fur-
ther off. g :

1036, [s there any other district you wish to speak to in a neglected state
—1 think that most of the districts 1 have mentioned hitherto require more
attention than the others; I think I have enumerated most of those that may
be considered the most requiring attention. :

1037. You do not advert to any others at present =—No.

1038. Have you any return from the registrar-general's report of the com-

rative mortality of any of those districts of which you have spoken :—VYes;

find on looking over the returns of the mortality of London generally, that
the mortality bears invariably a proportion to the density of its population, and
the filth of its neighbourhood, and hence the neighbourhood of our shipping is
the most sickly part of London, for want of due sanitary regulations, henee
hecoming a matter of great national importance.

1039. You have got in your hand a return for some of those districts, [ believe ¢
—This is in reply to a question put on Friday as regards the population.
I stated that in these blocks of courts and alleys which 1 delineated, that the
population bears a greater proportion, independent of the closeness of the
houses, to the inhabitants of each house than in the wider streets.

1040. They are packed closer :—Yes, the case applies to London ; independent
of the closeness of the houses, each individual house bears a greater propor-
tion to the population than in the wider streets,

1041. Mr. fugham.] Do you know the state of the lodging-houses frequented
by seamen in the parish of Whitechapel, and other waterside parishes '—In a
very neglected state; some of them are very extensive, so much so, that in
Rozemary-lane there iz sugar-baker’s house taken for that purposze, for the
reception of the very lowest class of people, and which iz very imperfectly
drained.

1042. Is it the case that several seamen lodge in the smme room :—Yes,
many such instances ; and in that neighbourhood, 1 was assured for a certainty,
that the floors of some of the rooms at night were completely covered with
people.

1045. Do you know vourself at all the sum they pay per night for lodgings *
—1 cannot say exactly, but a mere trifle.

1044. Do you know the building in Dock-street, called the © Sailors” Home,”
for providing lodgings for seamen :—I do not know the building; I know there
are in Dock-street a great many lodging-houses for seamen, where whitewashing
and sanitary regulations are very much needed.

1045. You have not seen the Sailors’ Home *—No.

1040, It is a large place, erected by public subseription, where the sailors, for
a small sum, may occupy a wholesome apartment, and have the opportunity of
cooking their own food —1 have heard of it, but have not visited it,

1047. You have stated in your evidence of the last day, that the health of
the inhabitants of a particular part of the town was greatly affected, and that
the want of personal cleanliness was injurious to health *—Undoubtedly.

1048. Have you any public baths in the districts you have alluded to :—Not
any which I am aware of.

1040. Are you aware of an undertaking, commenced about two years ago, of
having a large warm water-bath on the Surrey side of the water, for the use of
mechanics and artisans, at a small sum of one halfpenny or a penny per
day :—That would be a very essential part of sanitary regulations.

0.47. 2 1050, Are
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1050. Are there not, in this part of the town we have been speaking of, many
large manufactories where large steain-engines and furnaces are required, so
that great heat is employed in these manufactories ?—Yes, there are in that
neighbourhood, 1 believe, such as sugar-bakers, and a great many foundries,
and other manufactories.

1051. Do you not think that it might be practicable, at no great expense,
to procure reservoirs of hot water connected with those establishments, which
might be made to supply publie baths :(—Yes, I think so. I think that baths in
this neighbourhood may be generally established, with very trifling expense
indeed.

1052. Are there any potteries or glass-houses in this neighbourhood you have
spoken to ?—I have not turned my attention to that.

1053. Mr. Tufiell.] You are not aware of the bathing establishment on the
Surrey side of the water *—No, T am not.

1054. Mr. Brotherton.] Do you know of any reservoirs that would be suit-
able for baths *—I have no doubt of a supply of water.

i055. Do you know of any reservoirs attached to steam-engines in this
neighbourhood :—No, I do not; but I am persuaded that baths ecan be esta-
blished generally in these neighbourhoods with very little expense, and wounld
form a very essential part of sanitary regulations.

ro560. Mr. Ingham.| I understood you to say, with respect to those districts
where the manufactories were that were injurious to health, that if similar ma-
nufactories had been in a district occupied by wealthy persons, that they
would have been proceeded against 7—Yes.

1057. The effect of those manufactories you believe to be injurious to
health, and that they would support an indictment for a nuizsance ?—I think it
very probable indeed.

1058, And that parties are deterred from proceeding, they being in narrow
circumstanees, and the expenses of the proceeding being heavy :—Exactly so.

1050. If there was some legal provision, by which a person proceeding
against o nuisance, and establishing a nuisance, should be reimbursed his
expenses, would that be essential in a neighbourhood like this 7—1I think that
an authority that would take cognizance of such evils would put an end to these
establishments.

1060, That authority being reimbursed his expenses out of the public funds ?
—Yes, no doubt.

{The Witness withdrew.

Dr. Southwood Smith delivered in a Paper on the Prevalence of Fever in
the Metropolis during the year ended 25 March 1838.— Fide Appendix.

Jelinger C. Symans, Esq. called in; and Examined.

1061, Chairman,] YOU were one of the Assistant Hand-Loom Weaver Com-
missioners :—I1 was.

1062, You are the author of one of the Reports on the South of Scotland,
France, Belgium, Switzerland, and part of Austria:—Yes. 3

1063, And author of a work called  Arts and Artizans at Home and Abroad™ ?
—VYes,

1064. In the course of your inquiries, have you had occasion to examine
into the districts of Scotland, and particularly the condition of the people in
Glasgow *—Yes, 1 have. : : g s

1065. Are you acquainted also with a little publication, called ** Vital Sta-
tistics of Glasgow,” by Dr. Cowan F—Yes, I am.

1066, Are you acquainted with him :—Yes, I am.

1067. Do you believe Dr. Cowan to be an eminent medical man there '—
Yes; I know him to be very eminent in his profession. j

1668, State what is the condition of the districts inhabited by the working
and poorer classes in the town of Glasgow :—Exccedingly bad. 1 am not
aware that I have ever seen a town in which the statl:‘.lnf the working classes
was worse, as regards the points of cleanliness and health. I :

106g. In what state i*.;l the drainage and sewerage of the densely-inhabited
districts of Glasgow —I am not competent to spealk to the state of the drain-

age
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age further than from the result of the general impression I felt on the subject,
particularly in those parts which the working classes inhabit.

1070. Were they neglected ?—Yes.

1071. Are those open gutters with filth and dirt and refuse from the houses
lying in those courts and alleys :—Yes, to a certain extent.

1072. In one part of your report, page 51, which was writtensome time ago, you
say, “ Though in point of wages the cotton hand-loom weavers are thus decidedly
inferior to every other class of operatives, vet in point of physical and social
debasement, there exists a portion of the population in the district I have inves-
tigated very many degrees worse. I allude to the dense and motley com-
munity who inhabit the low districts of Glasgow, consisting chiefly of the alleys
leading out of the High-street, the lanes in the Calton, but particuarly the closes
and wynds which lie between the Tron-gate and the Bridge-gate, the Salt-market
and Maxwell-street. These districts contain a motley population, consisting in
almost all the lower branches of cecupation, but chiefly of a community whose
sole means of subsistence consists in plunder and prostitution.”  Is that a very
densely-peopled  distriet which you have yourself investigated !—Yes, upon
various occasions.

1073. You state you went with the police-superintendent to investigate the
state of the people, and visited those distriets four times 7—Yes, I did.

1074. And you go on to say, “I have seen human degradation in some of
its worst phases, both in England and abroad, but I ean advisedly say that 1
did not believe, until I visited the wynds of Glasgow, that so large an amount of
filth, crime, misery, and disease existed in one spot in any ecivilized coun-
try.” That is a correct account of what you saw :—Perfectly so; and [ may
state that, in addition to the superintendent of police, two magistrates of Glas-
gow accompanied me on other oceasions, and they would corroborate the
evidence.

1075. In those districts did you see filth and dirt lying in heaps, and neg-
lected in such a way as to be likely to generate fevers, and be injurious to the
health of those poor people ?—Yes; and in fact in the centre of these courts
there is an immense dunghill, upon which all sorts of filth are thrown.

1076. Is it within your knowledge that in consequence of this neglect now
adverted to, fever does prevail there to a great extent’—I[ have Dr. Cowan's
authority for saying it, and it was the general opinion of the medical men in
that neighbourhood.

1077. That the district was very unhealthy ?—Yes.

1078, You say, “In the lower lodging-houses ten, twelve, and sometimes
twenty persons of both sexes and all ages sleep promiscuously on the floor, in
different degrees of nakedness. These places are generally, as regards dirt,
damp, and decay, such as no person of common humanity to animals would
stable his horse in.” That is a correct account of the districts you saw ?—Yes,
it 15,

1070. You go om to say, “ Many of the worst houses are dilapidated and
in a dangerous state, and are condemned by the Dean of Guild's Court ; a
sentence of which the execution appears to be generally postponed, and which
renders these abodes doubly desirable to the occupants, as the passing of sen-
tence prevents the levy of rent. The lower parts of most of these houses
are either spirit-shops, pawn-shops, or eating-houses.” That is a correct
account of what you saw :—Yes, it is.

1080. “ The population of all those districts,” you add, “ is probably
30,000; it certainly exceeds 20,000 ; they consist in a great portion of the
Irish and of Highlanders.” Those are districts you visited yourself >—Yes,

1081. You go on to add, “ Many of the younger girls, and there are a mul-
fitude of them, who frequent these places, appear to have been driven there
by sheer want, and applied to Captain Miller to be rescued from misery in
great numbers,” That is correet *—Yes.

1082, * No efficient aid can of course be rendeved them under existing
institutions, and hundreds in a year become inured to erime, and pass through
the rapid career of prostitution, drunkenness, and disease to an early grave.”
Captain Miller is the superintendent of the police there >—Yes.

1'5;'53- He went with you, and gave you every facility in secing these places ¢
—Yes,

1084. You subsequently state, * The spirit-shops in Glasgow amounted, in
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the last census, to one in every ten houses throughout the city ; the proportion
is of course greater in the low distriets.” That iz so i —Yes.

1085. Do you not consider that the excessive drinking of .‘i]'.:ir'im there is
also a canze of great mortality among them :—Very great indeed: it is one
of the main proximate causes.

1086, Do you think that the state of their dwellings and habitations, and
the want of cleanliness among them, leads to the spirit of drinking *—Yes ;
and I should say that the spirit of drinking leads to the want of cleanliness ;
it acts and re-acts.

1087. Then you give the amount of spirits consumed in England, Ireland,
and Seotland ; the statement is, that in England the population is 13,800,000 ;
Irveland, 7,700,000 : Scotland. 2,300,000, Then you give the number of gal-
lons of spirits: in England, 12.300,000 gallons; Ireland, 12,200,000 ; Scot-
land, 6,700,000 gallons.  * Thus it appears, that the quantity of spirits con-
sumed in England is seven pints and one-ninth per head on the population ; in
Ireland rather more than 13 pints per head; and in Scotland 23 pints per
head per anmum.”  And you add also, * When the drunkards in Glasgow
beecome too poor to satiate their appetite for spirits, they now resort in great
meazure to laudanum, which, in an adulterated state, is consumed in considerable
quantities, and regularly sold by many of the chemists.,” Do you believe you
have good authority for the statements you have made *—Yes, perfectly ; they
are correct as to the spirits; I had that from the Parlinmentary documents;
and with regard to the laudanum, it has been controverted; but, nevertheless,
!! have it from several persons I believe to be quite competent to state the
act,

1088, Mr. Brotherton.] Have you made any comparative statement of the
different cases of insanity in different countries ?—WNo, I have not; it hardly
entered within the sphere of my duties to do that.

1080, Chairman.| You then state the neglected state of these districts, and
the consequences, and you go on further to state a part [ particularly wish to
call your attention to, on the subject we are upon: © Such being the state of
things in large distriets of Glasgow, it is not surprising that the number of
persons who died last vear was 10,270 (being at the rate of 1 in 24.63 to the
whole population), or that out of that number 2,180 died of typhus fever,
which never leaves Glasgow: or that personal outrages, vitriol throwing and
assazsination, should occur in the open streets ; the only wonder is that health
and life are half as well preserved as they are.” Do you feel confident that is
a correct statement >—Yes, certainly ; | know that they have been made by
official persons with the utmost care.

1ogo. Having had an opportunity of inspecting the condition of the poorer
classes of Glasgow, I observe in another place you add: © It is my firm belief
that perury, dirt, misery, drunkenness, disease and crime culminate in Glasgow
to a pitch unparalleled in Great Britain:" is that your confirmed opinion,
having seen other districts as well :—Perfectly. X }

yoo1. Mr. Tufuetl.] What distriets have you seen in England to compare it
with :—1 have a general knowledge of the lower parts of Manchester, and
some of the distriets in London.

1002, Chairman.] And other parts of Scotland :—Yes, all the large towns
in the south of Scotland. '

1093. What is there peeuliar in Glasgow that should make them so ﬁlt‘iijr_';
is it the want of drainage, or are the habits of the people less cleanly than in
other districts of Scotland ?—There are several causes ; there is a great emigra-
tion of the Irish and of the Highlanders.

1604. That would he a easual population ?—No, T can hardly call it casual 5
the mortality is very great, and that is supplicd by a constant pouring in of
the poor and destitute into the town.

1095. Mr. Brotherton.] Many families live in those houses of which you
have spoken ;—Yes, many of those houses are lodging-houses. :

1006, Chairsran.] Did you go into any of the houses to see whether they
were in want of ventilation, by passing the air through >—Yes, in hundreds of
instances in Glasgow. :

1007. Is it your opinion that sanitary regulations, with respeet to drainage,

and cleansing, and ventilation, and the improvements that are suggested mmn
ese
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these points, would be a material benefit to the poorer classes in Glasgow *—
I have no doubt that it would remove the present evil. v

1008. Mr. Tufnell.] What evil would you attack first :—Perhaps spirit-
drinking is one of the great causes; the want of education is the first cause,
which will hardly enter into the scope of your inquiry ; but there is no doubt
an immense aceumulation of evils that sanitary regulations might cure.

1000. Chairman.] You have spoken of the great evils arising in the'nn-
g]mn_éﬂ districts from spirit-drinking, which is not 1.3'|1.‘||111 the scope particu-
larly of our inquiry; but [ will ask you one question upon the subject of
education. 1 find one statement, in which you =ay that * In Anderston, out
of 160 children under 12, and above three years of age, 37 are at school,
15 are educated gratis, and 123 are not receiving any education at all. The
school fees here are 25, 64. a quarter.  This proportion of ignorance to educa-
tion will be nearly the same throughout Glasgow.” That is a correct state-
ment — From the best sources of information 1 have, that was the case,

1100, Two children out of three, between those ages, receive no instruction
whatever >—Yes, that was my impression.

1101. And you believe it to be the case, as a general result?—Yes, very
nearly so; certainly between three and 12 years of age; and I may state, in
explanation of that fact, in Glasgow very young children are put to work at a
very early age, at light operations in weaving. }

1102, Do not the factory regulations extend to Glasgow :—Yes, the facto
regulations; but not to hand-loom weaving, or the spinning at home, or wind-
ing on the cops, which is generally their employment.

1103. Are there many oceupations in which the humbler classes of children
are engaged, and upon which there is no regulation to prevent them being em-
ployed at those early ages >—Many. _ :

Dldnu4, Mr. Brotherton.] How young are they employed:z—At eight years

1105. At what age are they taken into mills of any kind :—About the same

1106. Are you aware that the Factory Act prevents them being taken
younger than nine years of age 7—Yes ; but I am confident that is evaded in
many instances.

1107. And younger children are employed in the factory than nine years of
age '—Yes, by a vear.

1108, Chairman.| Are there any other distriets you would wish to speak to
with regard to samitary regulations, or the improvement of their condition,
either round Glasgow or the neighbourhood —Edinburgh stands in need of
improvement, but nothing is so bad as Glasgow. The same remark as to the
necessity of the regulation of the lodging-houses would apply to Edinburgh.

1100. And as to the cleansing and sewerage *—Yes,

1110. Have you looked through this pamphlet of Dr. Cowan’s? —Yes, I
have.

1111, You are acquainted with him *—Yes.

1112. Have you any doubt that this is a correct report of the state of facts
—MNot the slightest.

1113. 1 observe he states generally, that in consequence of the neglect of
cleansing and proper regulations in Glasgow, fever has been very prevalent of
late years *—Yes ; and since that has been published, I saw him in the last two
months, and he told me that in every point of destitution and mortality the
amount had increased.

1114. Here is a statement put in, in page 32, in which he says,  The increas-
ing rate of mortality in the city of Glasgow has given rise to much speculation
as to its canses, and many opinions have been promulgated regarding it ;" and
then he goes on to say, “ The following table exhibits the proportion which the
total deaths, and the deaths under 10 years of age, bear to the population at
different periods, and the per-centage which the deaths under 10 years are of
the total deaths.” Then there is a return given for 1821 : the 1‘.‘1h:vuf'!1|ui't[:li1:}'
was one in 39 and a fraction; in 1831 one in 30 and a fraction; in 1835 one
in 20 and -’lfl‘;l.{'!tiul'l.; in 1838 one in 26 and a fraction 5 :-a'|!mwing it gn’aml}' -
creased from 1821 to 1838, from one in 30 and a fraction, to one in 26 and a
fraction ; have you any doubt that that is correct *—Not the slightest ; it was
made by the town council.

i U 4 1115, Now,
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1115. Now,in 1821, among children under 10 years of age, it is one in 75 and
a fraction; in 1831 it amounted to one in 60 and a fraction ; in 1835 it is one
in 49 and a fraction, and in 1839, one in 48 and a fraction; showing an in-
creased mortality in the vounger classes az well as in the others ; and he adds o
it this remark, “The above table presents but a melancholy index of the state
of public health sinee 1821, and shows how severely, during the last two vears,
the augmented mortality has affected the earlier years of life.” Is that correct :
—1I Dbelieve it is so.

1116, He adds, * The lessom which it affords should not be lost, but should
stimulate our civic rulers to the investigation of the causes which have pro-
duced such a frightful rate of mortality, a rate which it is believed is unequalled
in any city in Britain.”  [s that your opinion :—It is.

1117. Mr. Cowper.] Has there heen any epidemic diseases in the town
lately :—The typhus fever is the prevailing disease; they had the cholera also.

1118, Is the typhus fever generally prevalent in Glasgow :—VYes, it is generally
existing there. i
i 1119. Is it more prevalent at particular seasons than others:—I do not

T,

1120, Mr. Tufuell] Is the town well supplied with water :—1 believe very
badly indeed, exeept by the Clyde, ;

1121, My, Brotherton.] Arve there water companies established there *—Yes,
I believe there are; there was adispute about it the last time I was there,

1122, Mr. Tufnell.] Arvethe houses supplied by wells *—No ; there is a publie
pump for the whole district at those points, fo which they send their buckets
amd get water.

1123, Mr. Brotherton.] Do you think the mode of building in Glasgow eon-
ducive to health ?—No ; it is very confined, and very unwholesome,

1124. Would not single cottages be more conducive to health than those
large houses where so many families inhabit: — Unquestionably, 1 should
say so.

“1125. Mr. Tufnell] Has there been any rapid increase of building or popula-
tion of late *—I am not able to state as to the buildings.

1126, Chairman.| There has been a very great increase in the population :—
Yes, 1 believe =o.

1127. I helieve it has increased more in the last 20 years than any other
town in Seotland #—1 believe so.

1123, Which would require corresponding improvement in its regulation :—
Yes.

1120. From what you have seen, there has not been any corresponding im-
provement in the regulations *—No.

1130, Mr. Tufnell.] Has the attention of the authorities in the town been
called to those circumstances *—Yes, they were; but at the time [ speak of the
town council was balanced, and nothing was done; but there was a general
feeling that something ought to be done by the authorities.

1131. In the way of draing, or of scavengers ;(—It was proposed even to throw
new streets through this district,

1132. Are there commnissions of sewers there as in London, with power to
make sewers *—I believe not; 1 believe the whole authority is vested in the
town council.

1133. Mr. Cowper.] Do you know the extent of the powers of the council
with regard to those subjects 7—No ; T believe it is very great.

1134. Mr. Brotherton.] In making your caleulation of the number of deaths
in Glaszow, did you take it upon the population of the last census in 1831, or
upon the inereased population since that time *—1I did not make the statement
myself, it was made by the town council ; Baillie Paul was appointed to it, and
he did it very ably; he assumed that the incrense was as great since the last
census as before.

1135 Chairman.] So as to take it as nearly as possible at the present eensus ?
—Yes.

11506, Mr. Jugham.| In the miserable parts of the town you have aliuded to,
has it always been the habitation of this class of people, or were they better
Louses formerly, and deserted in consequence of any change in trade or other

cause '—No, the houses seem to have been built for that purpose; the con-
struction
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‘ struction of the houses shows that they were let to one person as landlord, who
let them ont at so much a night. .

1137, Chairman.] This report of Dr. Cowan says, in page 12, * We have
proved, that since 1816, but more particularly during the last SEVEN years, fe'.'r::r
has been steadily inereasing in the city of Glasgow, and that its vietims consti-
tute within a fraction of 55 out of every 100 patients treated in our hospitals,
independently of those treated by the district surgeons within the burgh.” That
is an accurate account, you believe :—1I have no doubt it is,

1138, It goes on to say, “This increase, especially during the last seven
years, has taken place not in years of famine or distress, but during a period
of unexampled prosperity; a period when the wages of labour have been
ample ;" and in another part it states, “The expense that falls upon the dis-
frict by means of persons thrown out of work by the fever has been very
large.” That is within your knowledge 7—Yes. :

1130. Then it says, * We may safely assume that the 12,895 individuals
treated in the fever hospitals during the last seven years, all, with few excep-
tions, depending on their daily labour, and extending the benefit of that labour
to others, were out of employment for a period of at least six weeks ™ ?'—Yes,
I believe all that to be perfectly correct; you may implicitly rely upon every-
thing you find in that book ; it is attested by all the authorities in Glasgow.

1140. This medical man goes on to sugzest the means of remedy, and says,
“ A few thousand pounds judiciously expended in opening up the distriets most
densely populated, and in other obvious ways, would greatly tend to alleviate
the pressure of our heaviest municipal tax, the fever-tax.” Would that be the
case, do you think *—Yes, I am quite sure it would.

1141. Mr. Ingham.| What is the fever-tax :—For the relief of the peor, and
the maintenanee of the hospitals. '

1142. Mr. Brotherton.] Is there a fever hospital 7—Yes ; a very large ward
of the hospital iz set apart for that purpose.

1143. Chairman.] The concluding part of the report has this statement ;
after prefacing that the same evils will again arise, he says, * During the
interval, however, the moral and physical condition of the inhabitants demands
the immediate attention of the municipal authorities, to alleviate where they
cannot remove the evils attendant on a dense, a manufacturing, and a rapidly-
increasing population.” That is confirmed by your experience, the necessity
for such improvement *—Perfectly.

1144. Can you state anything with regard to the state of Manchester, and
with respect to the more densely-peopled portions of Manchester, the number

- of persons residing in cellars, or the necessity for improvement:—No, only
very generally, and the same as to Birmingham and Liverpool, and other large
towns.

1145. From the general view you have taken of the densely-peopled districts
in those other large towns, do you think that any of them are so bad as this
town you have mentiomed, Glasgow :—No, not any, in my judgment.

1146. Are you of opinion that in several of them, nevertheless, improve-
ments may be made by sanitary regulations, and more effectual draining and
cleansing *—I have no doubt of it.

1147. Mr. Tufiell.] Are the houses inhabited by the lower elasses of Glas-
gow =0 constructed as to have a free current of air *—Xo, in hardly any
instance of that sort ; they build the one against the other, and a court-yard
for the reception of filth in the centre.

1148. Mr. Brotherton.] Have the poorer classes any conveniences, as privies !
—No, scarcely an instance of it ; that is one source of revenue to the landlords,
the aceumulation of dung in those large towns.

1140. This dung is removed *—Yes, which is another cause of fever; the
removal of that dung sends out a great deal of effiuvia.

1150. The inhabitants of several houses have to go to one privy :—They
have no privy; the excrement is flung out.

1151, Chairman.] There is no regard to decency in those respects 7—No,
not in those bad districts.

1152-3. In page 45 in this repert it states, “ The Mortality Bill of 1837 ex-
hibits a rate of mortality infesring an intensity of misery and suffering un-
equalled in Britain, and net surpassed in any city that we are acquainted with
on the continent of Europe. The rate of mortality in 1832 during the preva-
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lence of cholern was ome in 21.67, but owing to the shorter duration of
cholera, less misery and pauperism was produced by it than by fever.” Do you
helieve that to be an accurate account >—Yes, I should think it was.

1154. Do you think, comparing it with towns you have seen on the Con-
tinent, it is worse in these parts of Glasgow than almost any part you saw
there *—Yes ; I can speak more decidedly as to the towns on the Continent ; I
have investigated them more closely, and I have seen nothing equal to Glasgow.

1155. Not in Lyons }—No, nor in Brussels nor Paris.

1156. Some of the back parts of Paris arve in a very bad state *—Yes, during
the depressions of trade.

1157. They are not so filthy *—No.

1158, Mr. fngham.] The use of tobacco is more prevalent abroad :—Yes.

11509. Mr. Brotherton.] During the prevalence of cholera, were not there
public subscriptions to prevent the pauperism that would have arisen otherwise
in Glasgow *—I am not aware of that; I was not there at the time.

1160, Chairman.] With respect to the ventilation of those distriets, did you
go into the habitations and rooms inhabited by those poor persons, and find
there was very little ventilation, and that everything was stuffed into the win-
dows to prevent the air passing through '—Yes, in Glasgow and all the large
towns that was the case. :

1161. Are they aware of the evil consequences arising from it ?—No, but
they have an objection to ventilation rather than otherwise.

1162, It has an injurious effect upon their health =—Yes.

1163. That arises from ignorance and the want of instruction generally;
any education which might make them doeile upon such points and give them
information would be beneficial :—Yes.

1164. Therefore any useful practical education would have the effeet of
ﬂp;ning their minds to hints which might be useful to their physical condition ?
— 183,

116i5. Mr. Brotherton.] Might not their being employed in mills and warm
rooms have a tendency to cause them to prevent ventilation 7—Yes, 1 think it
very likely that that may be the case; they are very much heated in the mills,
and when they come out they require a greater degree of warmth than other
persons would.

1166, Chairman.] In fact many of those persons are not oceupied in mills !—
A great many have no occupation but thieving or prostitution in those worst
distriets,

1167. And the remarks you made of the want of ventilation, and the neces-
sity of ventilation, apply to the poorer classes in densely-peopled districts in
other places as well as Glaszow —Yes, to a great degree. In the cotton
mills, the health of the people is much greater in those mills where the rooms
are built of sufficient height and ventilated.

1168. You have, in these most useful investigations abroad upon the state
of the working classes, made some remarks upon the state of health in districts
where there were lime-kilns 7—In Lyons, which had many incidents likely to
lead to cholera, and in the direet line of it, with a population of 60,000 or
70,000, T asked the reason it eseaped, and I was told that it was thought to be
owing to large lime-kilns on the banks of one of the rivers in the centre of the
town ; that the miasmata were spread over almost all parts of the town, and it
was considered that that was one of the chief preservatives against the cholera,
in destroying malaria.

1160, Slacking lime is not unusual as a precaution in houses affected with
fever in England :—No, it is not.

1170. Did you happen to hear from the medical men there their opinion
upon the subject ?—No, I did not. I heard it from a gentleman of great
respectability there,

1171. Has your attention been ealled to anything of the same kind in Eng-
land *—No; but the same thing took place at Avignon.

1172. Have they any manufacture of alcholies at Lyons 2—I do not know.

1173. Mr. Lufnell] Do the children of Glasgow appear emaciated :—Yes,
strikingly so.

1174. More so than in other towns :—Not perhaps more so than in Man-
chester ; but there was a difference.

1175. Chairman.] You think this arcse from the want of samitary prc;ﬁn _
sions i—
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gions i~ Yes. At Egerton there is an immense manufactory, and the people
look healthy there. That is a country district, and the greatest care was taken
of them. It belongs to Mr. Ashforth. _ ]
11=6. You think there is nothing in the system, if well managed, inconsistent
with the health of the inmates engaged in it *—Nothing, if the ventilation was
well attended to. : :

1177, Is that one of the works of the same firm that have a mill at Hyde, in
Cheshire, of which such a good acconnt is given '—I believe so.

1178, Mr. Ingham.] At Glasgow, there is a large space, where the people
may take exercise 7—Yes, a large green. ]

1170. Are there any means resorted to to keep walks for the people —Itis
built over, except on this green.

1180. How many acres is the green !—It may be 100 acres. i

1181, [s it laid out with good walks :—No; it is a large green; it is merely
a park.

Pnﬂz. Mr. Tufueli.] Is there anything in the situation of Glasgow that should
render it unhealthy *—No; quite the reverse. The air is uncommonly good, if
you get out of the smoke. .

1185, Mr. Ingham.] There is sufficient slnpt-.‘tn carry off E1lc filth *—Yes.

1184. Mr. Tufnell.| Are there any natural disadvantages *—No.

1185. Tt arises from the bad mode of building ?—Yes; and the bad habits of
the people.

1186. Mr. Ingham.] What is their diet :—They drink a good deal; and that
reduces them to a very scanty diet, as far as meat is concerned.

1187. Mr. Tufiell.] Do they live mueh upon fish ?—No ; principally potatoes
and a little bit of meat or fat stewed up together. The quantity of meat is in
proportion to their means.

1188. Mr. Ingham.| And catmeal occasionally :—Yes, for breakiast, through-
out Scotland.

Charles Richard IWeld, Esq. called in ; and Examined.

1180—q0. Chairman.| I rHing you have been engaged in investigating the
state of a portion of the city of Westminster :—Yes, 1 have.

- 1191. A densely-peopled district, where the poorer inhabitants reside !—
E3.

1192. Close here almost *—Yes, close to this place.

1193. Will you be good enough to state, in the district you have investigated,
what is its state, with regard to cleansing and draining, and the ventilation of
the houses, and whether it is neglected in those respects in some of those popu-
lous places '—The drains are in good order; my answers will apply to the two
parishes of St. John and St. Margaret ; 1 cannot speak to any other ; in those
two parishes the drains are in good order, but the ventilation was decidedly bad
in the rooms.

1194. Your observations do not extend to the whole of the parishes :—Yes,
they extend to those parishes,

1195. Are you aware of the state of the drainage on the outside of the parishes,
where the houses are not so confined *—1 do not know anything of the drains
outside the suburbs of those parishes.

ll?ﬁ. Were they in those alleys and courts clean or dirty #—In the courts
the cleansing was had.

1197. Was there a closeness about them, and a smell F—Yes, there was.

1198, Is that injurious, in your opinion, to the health of the inhabitants }—
Decidedly.

1199. In going up the stairs common to many families, how did you find
them '—Very close,

1200. With respect to the habitations of many of the persons you went into,
how did you find them as to ventilation * In‘i.‘ﬂ['iﬂhl}' the ventilation was bad,

1201, Were there many districts in which there was no air passing through,
a sort of ewl de sae :—The buildings are erected without the slightest reference
to ventilation, and 1 found them extremely close indeed.

1202. Does it appear to have been the objeet to pack them as close as pos-
sible ?F—Yes,

1203. Are you aware of fever prevailing in any portion of this distriet '—
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When I visited these two parishes, with a population of 16,000, the proportion
of mortality was 1.8 decimal per eent., which was very small.

1204, It was a more healthy period than usual 7—Yes, I believe it was.

1205. Had you an opportunity of knowing anything respecting the habits
of the persons residing in those poor loecalities, as to their general habits of
cleanliness, and so0 on *—Yes, I know something of their habits ; it appears to
me that the great pressure that they suffer from is rent; consequently they are
debarred from those comforts they might otherwise avail themselves of. Forthe
sake of saving a shilling or two, they are content to inhabit a small reom
which is badly furnished, with bad ventilation, and all the other evils that follow
as a matter of course.

1200. Do the landlords exact high rents from them :—Extremely high.

1207. Do the landlords appear to give much attention to the decent con-
dition of the dwellings from which they derive so large a rent:—Just the
reverse.

1208, What is the rent they pay r—Two shillings and eleven-pence farthing
a week on the average, exacted rigorously each Monday morning: in default
of which they are turned out; it is very rave they run on two weeks without
Payment.

1200. Mr. Tufiell.] That is for a whoele room *—Yes.

1210. Chairman.] Are there many eases where a whole family is in one
room :—Yes, the majority of them.

1211. Those are the working classes I—Yes, exclusively.

1212. [Jo you mean that the majority of the working classes have only one
room for their whole family *—Yes,

1213. To live and sleep in 7—Yes.,

1214. Both parents and children 3 —Yes.

1215. Mr. Cowper.] Did there appear to be different families in one room ?
—No, they appeared to be the same family, as they stated to me.

216. Do they take in lodgers *—No, I believe not.

1217, Chairmen.| Now, with respeet to the conveniences appendant to these
hiumble places: are there any that are “well-regulated, and kept decent and
clean *—In the hous=es in such streets as Orchard-street and Tothill-street, the
}lriﬁes were pretty good, but in the courts extremely bad, and I frequently

ound the privies without doors, and fiith upen the seats of the most disgust-
ing deseription ; they appeared to have no idea of anything like decency in the
Courts.

1218. Were they in such a neglected state as in hot weather to be injurious
to the health of the people *—Unguestionably.

1219. Mr. Tufieell.] The chief evil appears to be the uneleanly habits of the
people who inhabit these places *—Yes; but if you ask me the chief evil the
labouring classes have to contend with, it is the high rents. It is o curious
fact, that in Manchester there were 26,000 families visited, and the a
rent was found to be 2 5 11 d. without the fraction of a farthing, and for that
they have a house to live in ; whereas in Westminster, for 2 & 11 § d., they have
only a room that does not average 12 feet square.

1220. Mr. Couper.] Are the gutters of the courts ever cleaned by any of
the parish authorities *—No, the courts are not cleaned.

1221. The scavengers do not come there -—No, they do not penetrate those
courts,

12u2. Bir Harry Verney.] How many of those rooms are there generally in
& house *—On the average eight through the two parishes,

1223. Are any of those below ground —No, the eight are above ground.

1224. Is there generally any cellar :—Yes, but generally they are used as
stores, as old-iron stores; a great quantity of soot is deposited by chimney-
sweepers in them ; they are not inhabited ; there avea few instances where they
are; & dozen or more in the two parvishes ; but, generally speaking, they are

5. Are they floored generally with wood, or stone, or brick *—Wood.
(. Are they generally very olid houses :—Very old.

227, With vegurd to the rates and taxes of those houses, do you know
whether they are generzily punetually paid :—I do not know ; I am not aware
how they are paid; there is no doubt that the rent of the houses bears a very
small proportion te thet obtained by sub-letting,

1228, Chairmen. ]
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1228, Chairman.] The landlord exacts a very high rent,and pays a very
=mall one 7—Yes.

122g. Including taxes >—Yes.

1230. Sir Harry Verney.] Does the landlord take upon himself the payment
of the taxes ?—VYes.

1231. And the rates *—Yes; he takes upon himself to pay everything, and
his return is in weekly sums obtained by letting his lodging-house in single
To0ms.

Joseph Fleteher, Esq. called in ; and Examined.

1232, Chairman.] YOU are one of the Assistant Hand-loom Weaver Commis-
sioners i—I have acted in that capacity, and am secretary to the commission.

1233. In the course of your investigations in that matter, I believe your
attention was directed to the Midland districts of England *—It was, and more
especially to Coventry and the contiguous districts.

1234. Can you give the Committee a general account of what the state of
attention to cleanliness, and the comforts of the poorer inhabitants, in regard
to ations for ventilation and drainage in Coventry, and any of the districts
round, is 7—There is a material distinetion between Coventry, and the towns in
the south, from those in the north; the habits of the people of Coventry are
remarkably superior to these of the people of Macelesfield and Manchester ;
their homes are humble, but their habits of cleanliness, compared with those
which prevail in the north, are quite conspicuous.

1235. With respect to the state of the dwellings of the poorer class of
weavers at Foleshill, and some districts round there, in your report you state that
they were in a very dirty, and poor, and neglected condition :—The habitations
themselves somewhat vary ; the trade is a very fluctuating one, and it is obvious
that the buildings have been erected in times of good trade, therefore a good
many of them are of a comfortable structure, but the people inhabiting them,
trade being so fluctuating, are on the whole in a very mizerable condition ;
and in the remoter villages they are more miserable than in the towns.  In the
remoter villages, where the habits of the people are more uncultivated, what is
very conspicuous about the houses is the filth, and pools of stagnant water,
more especially in the villages of Bulkington and Hartshill.

1236. Those are inhabited by weavers in the silk trade :—They are ribbon
Weavers.

1237. With referenee to the state of those silk weavers, which you have stated
iz comfortable, is it vour opinion that their physical powers and health have
been apparently injured by the life they lead, as compared to what it formerly
was i—Upon that 1 have the testimony of the oldest inhabitants and medical men
in the town of Coventry. Mr. Abraham Herbert, the mayor of Coventry, who was
a weaver in his youth, though now a man of wealth, deseribes the habits of the
weavers of former times as those of greater activity, though of more rudeness ;
that they were more robust, though more rude ; that they had then abundant
opportunity for exercise, but that now the lands are enclosed, and they have only
the roads to walk upen, or the pot-house to go into; and the effect of this
change, both the medical men, Mr. Herbert, and other old inhabitants testify to
be decidedly injurious to their physical character ; at the same time that perhaps
their moral habits are not worse.

1238, It has been stated particularly, that in the neighbourhood of the
populous town of Coventry there was a large open space of several hundred
acres, on which the pcorer inhabitants used to desport themselves, in those
games and amuzements which gave them health, on times of holidays, which
land has been enclosed, and from which amusements they are now debarred ?
—Yes; it formed part of the old Royal Manor: it is now called the Park, and
is enclozed, and forms part ef the property of the Marquis of Hertford.

1259. It is to this cause that the mavor attributed this change
one of the mcst conspicuous of them to which he adverted.

1240. Do you think that they stand in need of some place on which
they could get out to take exercise to promote health i—Most assuredly ;
and it seems possible that that object may be accomplished in an Act now
Lefore the House of Commons for enclozing the Lammas-lands. The people
cannot go upon the Lammas-lands at all times, but there is a common right
curing part of the year, and it is propesed that the town shall have the exclu-
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sive property in a limited portion of the soil, abandoning the common right
during part of the year over a greater extent, and out of this portion it is
designed toreserve a part for public exercise.

1241. Does the same observation apply itself generally to the other populous
towns you have noticed, with respect to the reservation of some open space *—
Yes ; the general observation of the want of such open spaces applies to almost
all the large towns, or most of those that have so rapidly risen in our commer-
cial progress, whilst scarcely any one of the ecases presents the fortunate cireum-
stance which Coventry possesses, by which it may be supplied. Birmingham
is entirely devoid of it, and Manchester and Macelesfield are without any such
convenience.

1242. Mr. Cowper.] Do you know what the games and recreations were to
which the mayor of Coventry alluded *—Foothall and quoits, and bandy, and
bowls, and ericket, which has been a game used from very early times.

1243. Do any of the inhabitants of the town now indulge in any of those
sports i—They have greatly deelined among the young men, and the mayor
accounted for the change of habits by saying, that the young men instead of
indulging in those athletic exercises, from which they are debarred, become
more early attached to mates, or, to use, I think, his own expression, went
sweethearting much earlier than they used to do; that is their amusement
instead of the ruder games.

1244. Chairsan,] But it was his opinion that their constitutions were
injured by the change r—Yes.

1245. Mr. Cowper.] Do you find generally that there is a want of active
amusements amongst the labouring classes '—VYes, it is general among the
manufacturing populations.

1240, They have ne means for it in these large manufgeturing towns *—In
large towns they have not; in some of the places in the country even they
have no opportunity for athletic exercise; the best exception I found was at
Bedworth, five miles from Coventry, where there is an improving trade, a well-
fed population, and a kind-hearted rector: there, although rude in their man-
ners, their habits are generally healthy and sound.

1247. What is the name of the rector >—Bellairs.

1248, Chairman.] Are you aware of another benevolent individual who has
dedicated a large space to the same purpose, Mr. Strutt, near Derby '—I have
heard of it; I do not know it from especial inquiry.

1240. Mr. Ingham.] You are aware that Bedworth was greatly depraved and
brutalized before that Reverend elergyman came there *—It was.

1250. What was the first step he took to accomplish the change that has
taken place *—He took pains to understand the parish when he first eame into
it: he is a gentleman of strong purpoese, as well as of cultivared mind, and on
entering the parish, understanding what it was, he had a meeting in vestry, and
told the ecivil authorities, the constable and churchwardens, and so forth, he
should expeet them to discharge their duties in like manner that he intended
to discharge his; then, by good precept and example, urged those habits of
morality and order which he knew to be neceszary to their welfare, and pursued
the disorderly, through the parish officers, with the fullest rigour of the law ; he,
as a matter of morality, compelled the eivil officers to discharge their duties, at
the same time that he discharged his by precept and example.

1251. Did he establish any public games >—No, he did not adopt measures
of that kind ; they were left to the spirit of the young fellows themselves.

1252, Mr. Cowper.] Do you believe, in former times, the labourers had more

leisure than they have at present >—Decidedly they had ; they never worked
then o long as they arc now working, and they must have had more time for
ay.
: 1253. Have they now time for playing at those games to which you have
alluded *—1 will answer with pleasure, if you will have the goodness to point
out some particular elass of the population to which you allude ; the eireum-
stances of each vary so greatly.

1254. The weavers *—In the country distriets near Coventry the weavers,
however poor, take time to play: and the time that they =o abstract from
labour is not always o well applied as it might be for their physical benefit
and moral health; but they do abstract time from labour which might be
employed in healthy exercise.

1255. Do
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1255. Do they take some hours on each day —They rather take it by days
in each week ; they absent themselves from work TlﬂﬂﬂI the whole of Saturday,
Sunday, the whole of Monday, and a little of Tuesday ; then they work ex-
cessively hard from Tuesday until the beginning of Saturday, and often through
the whole of Friday night.

1250, Mr. Tufnell.] Has that been the general eustom i—I believe it has
been the custom ever since the trade had its origin; perhaps the time taken
for play is not so great as it used to be.

1257. Mr. Cowper.] What have you observed with respect to leisure hours
amongst the agricultural labourers *—The agricultural labourer is restrained,
by the sort of labour he has to perform, to certain hours; and still more, he is
always working under the eye of his master, which the weaver is not; the

icultural labourer is as much tied to regular hours as the factory labourer.

1255. Every day he has some hours at his disposal ?—The agricultural
labourer has searcely any hours by daylight except in summer-time ; but such
is the healthy character of his usual employment, that opportunity for athletic
sports is not of the same importance to mere health in his case as in that of the
manufacturing labourer.

1250. Chairntan.] You have a general acquaintance with the district in-
habited by the poorer classes in Manchester *—1I have ; in the autumn of 1838
I was down there at the time that Captain Jebb was making inquiries as to the

etition for a charter to Manchester, and I availed myself of the opportunity
that his duties afforded, of inquiring at the different houses into the truth of
the signatures, to take an opportunity to go into the houses, and see in what
state they were ; I first knocked at the door, and then walked in.

126i0. In the course of that inquiry, did you have an opportunity of seeing
many of the habitations of the lower classes 7—Yes, | had, in all the poorer
districts.

1261. What is their state with respect to drainage, and cleansing, and ven-
tilation, and the comfort of the dwellings amongst these classes :—With regard
to the drainage, by which I must understand that underground sewerage com-
mon in large towns, I can know searcely anything of it; and the Committee will
readily acknowledge that 1 could not, when T mention that the town-council of
Leeds, in their own admissions upon the same subject just now, could not find
out whether one half the streets of their town were or were not drained.

1262. T meant with respect to surface drainage, whether in that respect they
were dirty and wet, or appeared to have underground communications ?—The
town presents very varying appearances; on the Ancoates side it is much
improved by the commissioners of police, who have put down paving of some
kind, more or less ; but in Irish Town, by the Medlock, and in certain other dis-
tricts of the town, the old absence of pavement still remains, and in these streets
the whole surface, except a little narrow slip, by which people may walk from
house to house along the sides, is oceupied by a great mass of filth and rub-
bish, pools of water and refuse, and everything you can coneeive to be the offal
from houses the habitations of such people.

1203. Is that applicable to several of the most populous districts 7—TYes, it is.

1264. Then the smell in hot weather would be very offensive ! —Exceedingly
offensive, and still more injurious from the houses of that class in Manchester
having generally no thorough draught ; the houses stand back to back, the par-
tition wall having a separate row of dwellings on each side, without back offices.

1205. Is not that mode of building very injurious to the health of the inha-
bitants #--Yes, no doubt : the Committee may imagine a partition wall between
street and street, and across the end of the street, and enclosing a space so
completely, that the inhabitants breathe the foul atmosphere exnded from this
filth incessantly.

1206, That is the case with many of the districts in Manchester *—Yes, it is
most conspicuously so in the lowest part of the town called Irish Town; the
streets are not so filthy in other districts, but as to the want of a thorough
draught the houses are quite as bad.

1267. In those districts there is a neglected heap of filth in front of the
house, and at the back a wall enclosing whole masses of houses :—Yes.

1208, Can you imagine anything more likely to be injurious to the health of
the inhabitants ¥ — No, I cannot.

1260. What is the effect ; is there a great deal of fever there *—I have not any
statistics of disease in Manchester, nor shall we get them till the office of the
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registrar-general has been at work some time ; but it must have a most injurious
effect : judging from the appearance of the people it certainly has ; a great deal
of their pallid and care-worn appearance is not so much to be attributed to the
factory system, as it is to be attributed tothe sweeping together of large masses of

‘people, with little intelligence, under circumstances so unfavourable ; and the

evils under which they suffer are produced from causes arising in the towns
rather than from injurious influences in the processes of the cotton manufacture.

1270. Occupied as they are in the cotton manufacture, you think if their
dwellings were constructed better, and those points which are so neglected were
attended to, that their general health would probably be much better, and you
do not see anything in that occupation, if properly regulated, to affect them ;—
Assuredly not, if | may judge from the appearance of persons in the employ-
ment of benevolent masters in the rural districts. 1 have the pleasure of
knowing some of the largest manufacturers in Laneashire, and there are
instanees of some having the largest works, whose people and mills present the
appearance, the one of health, and the other cleanliness, with zood ventilation,
which I should be happy to see in the persons and workshops of every district.

1271. Do you happen to know the state of one of Mr. Ashworth’s mills, in
Cheghire :—1 know Mr. Thomas Ashton’s mills, in Cheshire.

1272, Do you believe that to be well managed #—Yes ; those of Mr. Ashworth,
at Egerton, near Bolton ; of Mr. Henry Ashworth, at Turton, near Bolton ; and
of the Messrs. Gregg also, show, among others, what may be done by good
regulation and the kindness of the master.

1273. Do you happen to know the number of close courts built like a cul de
sae in Manchester }—That sort of construction is less common in Manchester
than in Birmingham ; it prevails almost universally in Birmingham ; there the
labouring classes call them villages, though they are in the midst of the town.

1274. Do you not coneeive that that construction is injurious to health, and
that it would be productive of benefit if the air was allowed to pass through
them ?—Indisputably ; it is the most injurious construection ; and any municipal
regulation that should forbid the erection of houses without a thorough draught
would be justifiable to any extent.

1275. With regard to the effect upon their own health *
upon the health of other parties in the same town.

1276, Mr, Wilsen Patten.] How would you accomplish the objeet in towns ?
—It would be very simple: if an Act was passed providing that dwellings
erected for the poorer classes should be erected omly in streets having a
thorough dranght, and that the execution of that Act should develve upon the
municipal police, just as in London they have a Building Aect, providing that
the walls shall be of a certain thickness, I think it would be easily put in force.

1277. Are you aware that in Manchester there are many persons who dwell
in eellars >—TYes, I am.

1278, Do you know the numbers given by the Statistical Society of Man-
chester 7=—No, I do not.

1270. You do not know that they amount to many thousands :—They must
amount to some thousands.

1280. Do you not think that, to inhabitants of that class, inhabiting under-
ground cellars by day and night must be considered injurious to their health -
—There can be no doubt they are very miserable habitations ; at the same time
they are not quite so bad as our common acceptation of the word * cellar™
would indicate ; they have little open areas in front, down which there are
steps, and that gives an opening to them, which would not be conceived from the
word ¢ cellar,” from which you would apprehend they were entered from the
inside of the house.

1281, They are something like the eellars in Monmouth-street *—Yes, you
go down into a little area.

1282, Mr. Wilson Patten.] Did you not find at Manchester often that the
cellar was the best part of the house :—VYes, it was sometimes.

1283, Chairman.| And that all the other parts of the house were worse :—
Yes, in such cases they were.

1284, Mr. Twfiell.| Are those cellars paved '—Generally, with brick.

1285, Is there one famjly generally inhabits a eellari—Yes,

1280, Do you think there could be any regulation with respect to the form
of building the houses themselves =—Yes ; whatever regulations the Legislature
should think it right to ordain, on a consideration of all the circumstances ;

clearly

Yes, and ultimately

-
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clearly understanding that they cannot provide as good houses for the poor as for
the other classes ; but whatever regulations it is necessary to ordain for their
health, 1 consider may easily be enforced.

1287. As you suggested just now, that there should be a thorough draught
through the streets, do you think a similar regulation should be made as to the
construetion of the houses themselves :—Yes.

1288, Chairman.] For instance, so as to prevent their being built back to
back }—Yes, If you think it right so far to interfere with the cupidity of the
builders, and the acquiescence of ignorant people, there is not the least doubt
you may execute it.

1280. Do vou not think that some such regulations, duly considered and

roperly executed, would be highly beneficial to the inhabitants of all those
Eensely-pcﬂplﬂl towns *—1I cannot express in terms sufficiently strong my con-
vietion of the utility of some such measure; for the growth of our manufac-
tures, and the sweeping together of vast populations, have been equally so
sudden, that the people were not brought up in or prepared for the new cireum-
stances in which they have been placed ; and unless you render them assist-
ance by municipal organization, for the purpose of good regulation, which they
cannot attain for themselves, they must suffer severely. Unless the whole com-
munit]y combine to render the town healthy, and the place well regulated, the
most frightful disorders must necessarily arise from a population so feeble and
ignoran—feeble morally, and ignorant to secure their own interests—being so
suddenly swept together, commonly from a rural origin.

12g0. Do you not think, independent of the comforts of the labouring classes,
that it is very important to the other classes, when you consider the large sums
thrown upon those classes by the hospital, poor law, and other expenses :—A
considerable saving of expense would undoubtedly arize from better sanitory
regulations ; but the extent of this saving it must be exceedingly difficult to state.

1291. But a considerable saving -—Yes, and not only a saving in the poor-
rate, and in the contributions to fever hospitals, and other charitable objects,
but I believe a saving would be effected in the present expenses of prosecutions,
and in all the machinery necessary for the punishment of erime, which is
generated as much by the filthy and miserable habits of those town populations
as by their ignorance.

1292. Do you not think that that neglect of comfort and decency in their
dwellings you lhave described in this way, has the effect in many instances of
driving them to drinking, as a temporary relief from their misery :—The drink-
ing that prevails in the large towns prevails under many influences. 1 should
be unwilling to attribute it to actual distress, because the factory population of
Manchester, with all the evils and disorders under which they are labouring,
have paid among them a very large amount of wages, and what might be saved
from their expenditure in spirits would go a great way towards improving
their condition in other respects.

1203- Do you not think that their discomfort of all kinds, deseribed as you
have described it, has the effect of driving them to reckless courses in the way
of drinking r—The general want of domestic comfort will have that effect ; but
the want of comfort at home arises very much from moeral causes : the woman
is absent from home during the day working at the mill; she has not made
the home comfortable, and the diseomfort of home has very greatly arisen from
that eircumstance.

1294. And the want of convenience at the back of the house, and the want
of ventilation, all contribute to the discomfort of home *—Yes ; and perhaps in
the same degree to the inelination to be absent from it.

1205. Are yvou acquainted with the state of the lower class of the population
at Liverpool :—No, 1 am not.

1206, Mr. Cowper.] What remarks have vou made with respect to the phy-
sical appearance of the poor people employed in those large towns compared
with those employed in the country ?—They are pallid in appearance, and are
slender and thin, and there is a want of that appearance of animal spirits which
generally distinguishes an agricultural people.

1207. So that they appear outwardly to be a deteriorated race *—They do.
~ 1208. Mr. [Vifson Patten.] In your observations have you been enabled to
judge for yourself whether that was attributable to the nature of their work in
the factories or their residence in these towns !—Judging from the healthy ap-
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pearance of those persons working in the country factories, such as Mr. Grege's,
Mr. Thomas Ashton’s, and others, I should imagine that it arises prineipally from
their disorderly habits and the bad cireumstances of the town rather than the
bad influence merely of the factory employment.

1209. Do you find in the worst parts of Manchester that those employed in
factories are a much more deteriorated race than they are in the other more
healthy parts of the town where they are also employed in factories *—I am
unable to make an accurate distinction of the population, for the hours at
which I could see them at their own homes were very few. I could see them in
great numbers only on their return from the mills through the chief streets, and
to what parts of the town they would ultimately disperse I could not tell. [ could
see them at home only during the hour of their dinner, and I could not see a
sufficient number during that time to answer your question.

1300, Mr. Tufnell.] In those country factories you stated there was more
attention paid to the ventilation and the health of the children :—Several of the
proprietors I have mentioned, Mr. Gregg, Mr. Ashton, and Messrs, Ashworth, pay
great attention to their people; and their factory labour, exeept some little
closeness in some of the rooms, which 1 believe they cannot prevent the men
ineurring, because the cotton spins better in a close atmosphere ; excepti
that, I should have no hesitation in deeiding the labour of mills to be as healthy
as any labour can be.

1301. You think if the same attention was paid to ventilation in those factories
in the town as in the factories in the country, that the health of the people might
not suffer more?—Certainly not, from causes connected with their labour alone.

1302, Chairman.] And attention should be directed to the points you have
spoken to about the habitations ?—Yes.

1303. Do you know anything of the supply of water at Manchester }(—I do
not.
1304. Do you know of there being any baths accessible to the poorer class ?
—1I do not know it; there must be a great want of them from their appearance.

1305. Do you not think if there were baths or bathing-places to which the
people could have resort, it would promote their eomfort ?—There cannot be a
doubt of it,and it would beasubjectworthy the consideration of the philanthropist.

1306, Mr. fngham.] Is there not a great eseape of hot water from each
large mill :—Yes.

15307. 8o that there might be a reservoir of hot water provided without any
expense, except a vessel to contain it¥—Yes; were their habits of a kind to
make them desire it, and the master of such active benevolence as to aid in
supplying it, such baths would be provided, and would be highly useful.

1308, You say that a great deal of the want of the comforts of home arise
from the absence of the woman *—VYes.

1300. Are the women at all familiar with those circumstances that make a
home comfortable :—It depends upon what their previous habits have been ; the
young women employed in the factory in early life, turn out generally bad
housewives, and their places present an appearance of disorder ; it is not a home
that they have ; it is a house, but not a home.

1310. Would it not be desirable to mix something of household instruction
in all those schools where the females go, so that they might learn something
of cleaning the house or cookery, so as to make the husband’s home comfort-
able *—No doubt ; but without disputing its utility, the girls, according to the
present system, go so early to the manufactories, that they may, before they
become wives and mothers, have lost all ability to do anything but sew,

1311. Chairman.] At all events such instruction might be beneficial to them ?
—Yes, undoubtedly.

1312. Do those remarks you have made with respect to the necessity of en-
forcing, by some mode or other of legislative enactment, the inspection of
dwellings and the regulation of drainage apply themselves generally to other
manufacturing towns, with the particular circumstances of w!rhmh,. however, you
may not be so familiar :—In every large town I have been in, I have seen cir-
cumstances that induce me to think that the same observations apply to all
our great manufacturing towns, those espeeially in the north. _

1313. All those great manufacturing towns which have risen up with large
populations in the last 30 or 40 years ; do you think the same observations apply

to them*—Yes; the population has been brought together under municipal
: institutions
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institutions, caleulated for a Tural people. Manchester has had to this day
merely a manorial constitution ; that is, until the day it got its charter. Bolion
is under merely a court leet. These towns have had nothing but the old leet
jurisdictions. : .

1314. The improvements had not kept pace with the increase of the popula-
tion, and the necessities of the inhabitants *—Their municipal institutions are
quite unfitted for masses of people so large. ‘

1315. Can you state what are the mmusements and recreations of the ope-
ratives of Manchester i—None athletic, except when a number of the more
disorderly steal off to the borders of Cheshire or Yorkshire,—to one of these
neighbouring counties,—to have a mill,” as they call it.

1316. How do they employ the Sunday afternoon :—The whole Sunday is
too frequently lost in either drinking or inactive idleness. It is 2 most painful
thing at Manchester, with the full knowledge that there is a vast labouring popu-
lation around you, to ohserve that the whole Sunday is passing away without
seeing the great mass of the labouring classes, as you would see them here, with
their wives and children walking out, and you wonder where they are ; they are
too numerously at home in their dirt. A

1317. Chairman.] Have they anywhere to walk *—No ; only the c!.u.-ﬂ.l}' roads.

1318, Mr. Tufnell.] Is that the case at Birmingham ; do the mechanics con-
fine themselves at home on Sunday 7—No.

1310. You have seen large elasses walking out there, probably i—Yes ; there
are large classes there very superior in condition ; the constitution of the trade
of Birmingham is very different from that of the Manchester manufactures ;
there are great classes of Birmingham men highly paid, indeed, who, if they had
moral eonduct equal to their earnings, would be in exceedingly comfortable
circumstances.

1320. Chairman.] Almost every man has a house to himself at Birmingham ?
—Many of them have very comfortable homes, especially if they happen to have
decent wives, which they are more likely to get here than in a factory town.
There is nothing but mizconduet to prevent there being large numbers of com-
fortable labourers at Birmingham.

1321. Is there much difference between the wages of Manchester and Bir-
mingham }—1I limit my observation to “ classes ;™ at Birmingham trade depends
so much more upon individual skill rather than on great combinations of capital ;
for that skill there is a high price paid at Birmingham, while at Manchester,
skill, except among the machinists, is not wanted at all ; there is a different
arrangement of the classes ; the highest classes at Birmingham might be, from
the resources at their disposal, a very respectable class.

1322. Are they 0 :—There iz not comfort equal to their earnings.

1323. They are superior to the Manchester men :—Yes.

1324. Mr. Cowper.] At Manchester is there any place, except the dusty
roads, where the people can breathe the fresh air ?—I believe not.

1325. That inconvenience is constantly increasing, by the population spreading
itself all round the town *—Yes.

1326, Is there considerable negligence or want of regularity in the attend-
ance upon religious worship among the poorer classes of Manchester *—I am
informed that there is; and it must inevitably be so, or you would see them in
the street going and coming, or walking out afterwards, which you do not; they
are at home.

1327. 1 am told that on Sunday there is a growing want of attention to dress
and cleanliness, and that sense of propriety and deceney generally shown
among the humbler classes in many distriets, but not at Manchester and many
of the large Lanecashire towns *—It is not so prevalent as it ought to be in the
largest factory towns, but if you take a view of all the cireumstances in which
these poor ereatures ave placed, you will not be very mueh surprised at this
result,

1328. Do you not think that whatever their circumstances are, that negli-
gence of this kind is likely to be attended with the worst result to their moral
teelings and comforts :—A population so extensively demoralized can neither
be happy in themselves nor safe to the community of which they form part.

132q0. Mr. I:.ry.fmm..g‘ Do they work until a late hour on Saturday *—1I think
only until four o’clock on Saturday afterncon.
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1330. Mr. Cowper.] Have you met with any expressions of discontent with
their condition *—Discontent among the lowest classes of the people does not
express itself in complaints of those things into which you are now investizat-
ing ; discontent shews itself in passions, not in reasoning ; and the discontent
which they express is not o complaint of any such grievances as yon are inves
tigating, but they immediately find another subject for their excited passions,
and express their dissatisfaction with the constitution of the country, and the
frame-work of society.

331. Mr. Tufuell.| Has there been any spread of beaefit societies, or are
they zeneral in that distriet -——

I'hey are by no means so numerous or general
as one would wish, that is, not those that are of a permanent and satisfactory
character ; very often in the Coventry district they have such societies, and
in Birmingham, and among the Spitalfields population; but these are chiefly
what are called Birmingham clubz ; an association for a vear, either for sub-
seription during the year to a common fund, to supply the wants of any who
may be suffering from sickness, or on the understanding that when such sick-
Ness oreurs t'hirf all subseribe to the relief of the sufferer: the contract among
them lasts only for a year; it terminates with the year, and is re-commenced
again ; and if it has been by a regular subscription, the stock at the end of the
year is divided ; such elubs can never be of any use to the old man.

1332. Are not they all admitted at a certain age *—As each iz a self-constituted
'|::|1u]_:|.', ﬂ_nmmll}l‘ renewed, the members, from fl!.l:!.i'llg:-i of self interest, will load
themselves only with those who are not likely to be a burden beyond the
average.

1333. Mr. Cowper.] It is a mere speculation :—It is a mutual insurance for
a year.

1334. Chairman.] They are not registered under the Act *—No.

1335. They have no regulations to prevent their officers cheating, or becoming
refractory i—No.

1350. Nor to eompel them to lodge the money in the savings bank:—No; and
it is proverbial the losses they sustain, through defaleation, and the very insuf-
ficient custody in which their funds are placed.

1337. Mr. Tufnell.] Arve those Birmingham clubs of very large extent?—
They vary exceedingly ; sometimes they are numerous, and sometimes they are
not at allzo ; it depends upon their locality, whether they be in towns or villages ;
a large portion of the manufacturing population are dispersed in villages ;
some of the town clubs are, I believe, extensive, some, for instance, in Spital-
fields.

1338. Do they provide against sickness and want :
merely sickness.

1330- You do not know the amount generally subseribed *—No, but it is
excecdingly trifling ; 1 think it is about sixpence a month.

1340. Ave there any efficient clubs in those districts in which they insure
themselves against want of employment, where a man deposits at one period,
so ag to enable himseif to have an allowance when out of work +—No, I think
not, exeept in the form of trades’ unions, which are for a very different object.

Not against want,

. There are mutual assurances, as connected with trade clubs, to a very great

extent throughout the country, but that is quite a different subject of considera-
tion from the mutual insurances against sickness.

1341. They have very few trade-clubs to give themselves an allowance when
out of work ’—V¥ery few, except in connexion with trade policy.
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Mr. J. ¥, Unmuin, called in; and Examined.

1342. Chairman.] YOU are clerk to the Commissicners of Sewers for the air..J. W, Umwin.
Tower Hamlets 7—1 am.

1343. You were examined before the Select Committee on Sewers in 1834, 1 April 1840,
were you not ?—1 was,

1344. s the plan you produce that of the district of sewers of which you
are the clerk >—Yes.

1345. There are in your district eight levels, are there not?7—There are
seven levels.

1346. The accounts of those levels are kept distinet, are they not?—

They are.

1547 Just as much as if they were under distinct commissions *—Yes.

1348. Are these the levels; first, the Spitalfields and Wapping level, the
Limehouse level, the Upper Limehouse level, the Nightingale-lane level, the
Tower-hill level, the Lower Wapping or Greenbank level, Hermitage-street
level, and the Hackney-brook level :¥—The Spitalfields, and Wapping, and the
Nightingale-lane have been united.

1340. There are seven levels; the Spitalfields, Wapping, and Nightingale-
lane levels are now one *—Yes.

1350. Will you enumerate the other six *—The Lower Wapping or Green-
bank level, the Tower-hill level, the Hermitage-street level, the Limehouse
level, the Upper Limehouse level, and the Hackney-brook level.

1351. Those plans you produce are plans of the sewers of the whole district ?

—Yes; the levels, I believe, are not distinctly marked out on those plans.

1352. Mr. Tufaell] Are all the levels under one board F—Yes; but the
accounts are kept separate.

1353. Chairman.] Those lines which are marked blue are the old sewers '—

Yes; which were prior to 1835.

1354. Those marked red are new sewers, which have been made since 1835 ?
—Yes; some of them not being yet quite completed.

1355. The sewers marked red and marked blue comprise all the sewers
within the district you speak of ?—Certainly.

1350, Take first of all the Spitalfields, Wapping, and Nightingale-lane level ;

it appears to begin at a place called the Meeting and HurinT-gmund, near
Walberge-street.  There are laid down in that map a number of streets,
Richard-street, James-street, Catherine-street, Lower Chapman-street, Chapel-

street, Ann-street, Walberge-street, Cornwall-street, and many others, in which

no sewers are laid down, either old or new; is that an accurate aceount?
There are none cleansed by the Commissioners ; but in Lower Chapman-street
there is now one about to be constructed.

1357. That will communicate with the sewer in the New-road?—Yes, in
Cannon-street Road.

1358. Are the streets mentioned, in which, at the present time, there is no
sewer, inhabited by the poorer classes, who are considerably crowded *—They
are generally; but I should state that some of the land-owners in those streets
have drains which have been constructed by themselves, communicating with
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the sewers ; I know they have in Chapman-street, where we are going to con-
struct a sewer now, and also in Cornwall-street.

1350. Mr. Tufiell] Do you give them every facility to do it 2—Yes; and
we do everything we can to induce them to do so; but in some instances we
cannot induce them to do it even when they have sewers.

1360. Chairman.] Are Great Prescott-street and Chambers-street in your
distriet *—Doth of them.

1361, In Cambridge-street, Mansel-street, and several other streets near,
and Great Alie-street, there appear to be no sewers laid down ?—No, not in
any of thuse streets certainly, but there are sewers in Leman-street into which
they drain ; they are quite at the extremity of the district.

13062, There is another district not a great way from Spitalfields church, in-
cluding Dean-street, George-street, and several others, apparently in the midst
of a very populous district, Chicksand-street, John-street, George-street, Hen-
eage-street, and a number of small streets that appear to join to those, in which
also there is no sewer laid down; is that the case 7—In those streets there is
nothing but the underground drainage, which has been construeted by the
owners ; there are no sewers in those streets certainly ; there has recently been
a sewer constructed in Petticoat-fane, at the joint expense of the Commission-
ers and the City of London, which is proeductive of great benefit.

1363. Is there a good deal of population in those streets '—Yeg, of the lower
class.

1364. There is a district comprehending Flest-street, South-street, Slater-
street, Anchor-street and other streets, is there any sewer in that district #—
I should think not ; there are drains communicationg with the sewers.

1365. Along the line of New Nichol-street and Old Nichol-street and Nelson
street there appears to be no sewer laid down i—No, there is none,

1366. Coming to Bethnal-green, Satchwell-street, Tyson-street, Charlotte-
street, Tyrall-street, Hart's-lane, and Union-street, all of these appear to be
small houses in a densely-inhabited district t—They are not densely populated
there ;3 there are fields.

1367. There is no sewer among those *—No; and I question whether one
would be very beneficial there.

1368. In Coventry-street, Pott-street, Cross-street, Wentworth-street, and
the district in that neighbourhood, not very far from Dog-row, there appears
to be no sewer laid down *—There is none there, certainly.

1369. There is a district of Dock-street, Collingwood-street, Collingwood-
place, and Pleasant-row ; there is no sewerage along many of those streets, is
there 7—No ; there are, no doubt, many streets in the d}istrict, of the Tower
Hamlets in which there are no sewers.

1370. This district, comprehending Detimal-green, and Whitechapel, and
Mile End, and so forth, is inhabited by the humbler classes, in a great mea-
sure, and is very densely inhabited *—It is, except Bethnal-green; there are
parts of Bethnal-green which are principally fields and gardens.

1371. The whole of the dwellings are of the lower description, and are
densely put together, are they not*—Yes. :

1372. Is it within your knowledge, there are many places there in which
there are lodging-houses, in which many families reside together >—I believe it
is so, but I cannot speak to that from my own knowledge.

1373. Is Limehouse within your district ?—Yes, part of it.

1374. There is a plan laid down in which there are three colours, blue,
red, and yellow 7—The reason of that was, that the yellow was an after sug-
gestion.

1375. Do the red ones mean those which have been lately formed, or which
are in contemplation ?—The blue ones are all old ones, and some of those
marked red have been done, but not all.

15376. Are the yellow dene at all ?2—No.

1377. Along Gill-street, and Jamaica-place, and Rich-street, there are no
sewers at present’—No, certainly not; there 1s a sewer at the back of Gill-
street.

1378, Along Church-row there is none laid down?—There is none laid
down ; but I do not know that district very well; I had rather the surveyor
was called upon to speak to that.

1379. Mr.

———
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1379. Mr. Tufiell.] Is that plan made by the surveyor *—Yes, it was made
in the year 1835. L _ e i

1380. Is it filled up pcrlnd{mil_v ?—qu, it shows the whaole ﬂl;stl'lct at one
view : it was prepared with a view to the improvement of the drainage of the
whole district; it shows the sewers then in operation, and those which were
then projected.

1381, Chairman.] There is the district including North-street, Chesterfield-
street, with several small streets coming into it, and Samuel-street, James-
street, Richard-street, William-street, Rosetta-street, Anchor-street, and Edward.
street, all of which appear to be streels through a populous district, and where
there are no sewers laid down?—There are a great many houses of a very poor
description ; I am not aware of any sewer at present; the probability is, that
it is drained by the owner of the houses, but I cannot speak to that.

1382. With respect to the district of Queen-street, between which and the
river is London-street, which runs at right angles to it, and comes down from
Rose-lane to the river; is there any sewer?—There is not; but probably those
are the cases in which the owners have made drains to drain their own pro-
perty, with which I am not acquainted. :

1383. What population is there in the district over which your power
extends ?—1 cannot state it this moment.

1384. Have the population and buildings extended, in the district over which
your commission mucﬂeﬁj within the last 10 or 12 years ?—I should think they
have, very much.

1385. There is a considerable increase to the Fupulatiuu throughout that
district, and a number of new streets and additional houses'—Yes, generally,
I should say that the buildings and population have increased; but I cannot
say particularly.

1386. The population are in general of the humbler classi—In a great
measure.

1387. Supposing the street is filled with those poorer sort of houses, in which
a number arF those people dwell, if steps are taken for the purpose of afiording
them any sewerage, is that done by means of your commission taking any steps,
or by application of the landlord or the inhabitants >—It is usually done by
application of the landlord or the inhabitants; where there are cases of a
very extreme nature the Commissioners are the moving parties in the first
mstance.

1388. By acase of an extreme nature, do you mean where it is a case of
extreme emergency from the health of the district being aifected, or a large
inerease of population 7—A large increase, in point of population.

1389. It does not appear that one of the causes for the Commissioners
moving in the matter is a pressing emergency, arising from the health of the
district being affected, but only an increase in the buildings #—The whole
matter is taken into their consideration.

1390. They do not therefore usually, and in ordinary cases, set about to
consult upon the constructing of sewers for new places unless there is applica-
tion made by the owners and inhabitants *—Yes; all the new sewers laid down
in that year were at the suggestion of the surveyor, they directed the surveyor
to make his report, and upon that report they were undertaken,

1391. A good many of them appear to be in districts where there are oid
houses #—Yes, in some instances ; but not always.

1302. You were understood to say, that usually the moving cause for new
sewers is the application of the landlords and inhabitants, but that in some
cases the Commissioners began where there was an extensive series of buildings ©
—%es, that is the case.

1303. Do the landlords of those smaller districts, and the owners of those
smaller houses, built in rows and inhabited by the humbler classes, apply to
you for sewers to be brought up to their districts, or do they not >*—Sometimes
they do, sometimes they do not.

1304. If a sewer is brought up into their district are they obliged to pay the
sewer's-rate 'F—Y es.

1305. Do they pay in all cases I—They pay in all cases where they are bene-
fited by the sewers.

1306. You hold them liable in all cases where they avoid a damage, do not
you :—I was asked that question on a former Committee ; they are, I conceive,

0.47. L4 liable
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Mr. J. . Unein, lable where any benefit is derived; the benefit of actually communicating
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applies to very few parties.

15097. You consider that they are liable to pay if they avoid a damage '—
Yes, or receive a benefit.

1308. And that you conceive to be the case if they have the means of pass-
ing off water which would otherwise be pounded F—Yes.

1300. Do the landlords of the populous districts, in which there are streets
inhabited by a number of these poorer classes, pay to the sewer-rates whether
the sewerage comes up that street or not >—Certainly ; it they have any benefit
whatever they pay for it.

1400. Mr. Jufuell.] Do you know what proportion there is exempt {rom the
sewer-rate in your district ?—There is a very small proportion of our district
exempt ; the water runs off from that part into the parish of Tottenham.

1401. Chairman.] The denomination you gave in the beginning, namely,
levels, implies that all within the level deriving a benefit contribute to the
sewers which drain that level *—They do so.

1402. Do the owners of those houses within any one level, where there is
no sewer up their street, pay equally per cent. with the inhabitants of the street
up which the sewer comes ?—Certainly ; they are all equal in amount on each
level ; there is no graduated rate, if that is what is meant by the question; an
unequal rate would become unlawful, because unequal.

1405. Supposing there are two streets, up one of which a sewer runs, and
up another, of which no sewer runs, the owners of the houses pay equally in
each case *—They do.

1404. Do vou think they derive an equal benefit in the one ease and the
other ?—Decidedly they do, unless there are private communications with the
houses.

1405. Do vou mean to say that the owner of a house in a street up which a
sewer does not run, and which may be half a mile from a sewer, derives as
much benefit from the sewers as the inhabitant of the street up which a sewer
runs between the houses *—I should say most decidedly; they derive one and
the same benefit from the sewer, unless they have private communications ; there
is the surplus drainage.

1406, With respect to the power you have, supposing you carry a sewer up
any of those densely-peopled streets, have you any power now of enforcing a
communication from the houses with the sewer which is made i —Certainly
not.

1407. Are there, in your knowledge, many houses there of the poorer class
which have a sewer near them, where they might take advantage ol your sewers,
and might communicate with them, but who do not ?—There are a great many ;
I would instance the case of Rosemary-lane.

1408, Is that the case in many other instances within the district? —In a
great many instances they do not take advantage where the sewer is actually
coming by them.

1400. The surface water does flow through the channels, and so on; and so
far they have an advantage !—Yes.

1410. Are you acquainted with any district in which the health of a parti-

cular locality has been improved by your making underground communiea-

tions *—I cannot answer that question.

1411. Are you aware that there are several districts in which great neglect
of cleanliness prevails in the houses which have one of your sewers near them,
which might have a great influence—1 am afraid 1 cannot answer that
[11“.':51'“:]!1.

1412. Do the landlords of many of those dwellings take advantage of those
sewers when they come near them?— Sometimes they do, and in some instances
[ am afraid they do not.

1413. Have you any power to prevent receptacles of filth being sunk below
the level of your sewer 7—Certainly not.

1414. Do you know of any instances where they are so sunk —1I do not.
1415. What is the amount of the sewer-rate, in Spitalfields for instance }—
Ninepence in the pound on the rack rent.
1415. Is that per annum 7—No, made as occasion requires.
1417, Can you state what is the average annual amount r—Speaking from
conjecture
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conjecture, I should say about 1 2 4. in the pound per annum on the rack rent nir. 7. W. Unois.
is paid for the sewer-rate. .

1418. Mr. Patien.] Do you know the proportion that bears to the sewer- 1 April 1840
rates in other parts of the metropolis ?—I do not.

1419. Chairman.] 1s the amount in your several levels about the same as
that of Spitalfields 7 —I think it is about the same.

1420. In your opinion, from your extensive knowledge of the subject, do
you consider that the Commissioners of Sewers in that district have sufficient

owers for the purpose of carrying out the sewerage and drainage of this popu-
i:::us district, or are there any additions to their powers which you think they
should have i—1I think there are some amendments of their powers which might
be suggested, but 1 am not prepared to go into that at present; 1 should
instance ong, no rates being made without the presentment of a jury, that was
all very well in the reign of’ Henry the Lighth, but does not :u?ply now.

1421. Mr. Tufnell] You say you make sewers on the application of land-
lords and inhabitants, are you generally able to accede to the applications
which are made F—Yes, almost always.

1422, It is not from the fear of increasing the rates you are obliged to
refuse them r—No; we find no difficulty in getting in our rates.

1423. Chairman.] When a new sewer is made on the application of proprie-
tors or inhabitants, the proprietors bear a proportion of the expense, do they
not —Not always ; sometimes they do, sometimes they do not.

1424. ‘On what principle do you decide >—Each case is decided on its own
merits ; we usually have about one-third from the landlords.

1425. Do the Commissioners decide vpon that?™—Yes; it is a matter of
private. arrangement.

1426. The Commissioners have the power of refusing unless the land-owner
comes into their terms :—It is very seldom that the Commissioners refuse to
construct a sewer where they think it will be beneficial.

1427. But where they do construct a sewer, a portion of the expense is
required of the landlords #—Yes, under the circumstances [ have mentioned.

1428. The amount collected in 1831, according to the account which you
put in in 1834, was 27,000 /. in those seven levels; can you state, distinguish-
ing year by year, what the amount has been in the several years since 1831 7—
Yes; there have been rates made in 1834 and 1838 ; an account shall be
made out.

1429. Do you know a place ealled Johnson’s Change >—I do not.

1430. Do you recollect some time ago a cesspool overflowing in one of those
~courts, and its contents being allowed to remain upon the surface several weeks,
and a fever being generated in consequence —1 have no recollection of the
circumstance.

1431. Do you know Campden-gardensf—No, I do not.

1432. Do you know Punderson’s-gardens -1 know it only by name.

1433. Do you know Hare-street-fieldsi—I do; that is not very densely
populated ; there are a number of houses, but very few persons living in them.

1434. Do you know that in wet weather a large portion of that neighbour-
hood is completely inundated ; that in all the houses forming the square, and
in the neighbouring streets, fever is constantly breaking out, and that the
character of the fever in the neighbourhood has lately been very malignant ?
—I never heard that before.

1435. Then if that has occurred in the midst of your district it is a matter
you never heard of *—Just so.

1436. Do you know Baker's Arms-alley 7—That is in the parish of Hackney;
that is in our district; but it is a very open place.

1437. If it is the fact that there 15 a narrow court with a dead wall about
two yards from the houses, as high as the houses; that the principal court is
intersected by other courts extremely narrow, in which it is scarcely possible for
air to penetrate close to the dead wall; that between the wail and the houses there
15 a gutter, in which is always present a quantity of stagnant fluid full of all sorts
of putrefying matter, the effluvia from which are most offensive, and the sense of
closeness extreme ; that all the houses are dark, gloomy, and extremely filthy ;
that at the top of the innermost courts are the privies, which are open and
uncovered, the soil of which is seldom removed, and the stench of which is
abominable; you have not heard of that *—DNo, I have not heard of any of
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those circumstances; I have heard of very few complaints of fever in the
Tower Hamlets.

1458, Have you ever scen * Reports on the Sanitary State of the Labouring
Classes, as affected chiefly by the situation and construction of their Dwellings,
in and about the Metropolis. Extracted from the 4th and 5th Annual Reports
of the Poor Law Commissioners ** *F—Never.

1430. Have you ever seen the report of Dr. Arnott, Dr. Kay, Dr. South-
wood Smith, and a number of other medical men, partieularly with reference to
the district referred to?—Yes, | have seen that; and I think I read that portion
with regard to our district.

1440. Do not you recollect that there are most fearful accounts of fever pre-
vailing in that district *—No 3 I had a report sent to me, which I understood
came from Dr. Southwood Smith, and there was a communication I think from
the Secretary of State upon it.

1441. Mr. Fufiell.] You state that you are able to comply with every ap-
plication made to you for sewers 1—As far as the funds go.

1442. Then in the opinien of the Commissioners this distriet is sufficiently
drained P—No; the Commissioners are improving it constantly.

1443. But there is not a great deficiency in their opinion r—1 think so.

1444. Has there been any representation made by medical men of the suf-
ferings of the poorer classes in that district ?7—No; we never had any commu-
nication from any medical man on the subject.

1445. Nor from any board of guardians r—I think, a short time ago, there
was a complaint by the guardians of the Stepney Union respecting a sewer re-
quiring arching, but I am not aware of any other.

1440. Has that been complied with ?—It is under consideration now ; there
is a difficulty in arching it.

1447. Are there any works now in contemplation f—There are some going
on, particularly that in Rosemary-lane.

1448. Mr. Patten.] Are improvements constantly going on*—Yes, for the
last ten years; I can show the amount of additional drainage done within the last
ten years, showing the number of feet of sewerage constructed year by year.

1440. Mr. Tuficll.] You say that those only benefited by the sewers are
rated to them, is it a difficult point to ascertain whether parties are benefited
by them or not?—There is now and then a doubt; we had a case at Upper
Liluplan, in which a man conceived that becanse he resided 27 feet above the
sewer he was not benefited ; it was tried in the Court of Common Pleas, and
we succeeded.

1450. Mr. Patten.] You have the right of rating every one; the only re-
medy against that is by action at law *—Yes, that is the case as to all rates.

1451, Chairman.] There is no check upon you as to the amount of the rater
~—No ; I apprehend that is the case with all rates.

1452. Mr. Tufrell—Has this division of the levels long existed —Yes; it
is the most unfortunate part of our system. I was going to say up to the year
1829 we attempted to make one gencral rate on the whole of the Tower Ham-
lets, and we found it much more beneficial, but the Court of King's Bench
quashed the rate, and we have since been obliged to divide it into levels.

1453. Under what Act is that >—The 28th of Henry 8th, c. 5.

1454. There is no local Aet for the Tower Hamlets i—No.

1455. Have vou any power of making a g_eneml rate without another Actr—
No; that power is extremely desirable, I think.

1456. Has it been in contemplation to apply for that power?—Yes, but no
steps have been taken.

1457. What is the number of the Commissioners —About 150. We have
120 Commissioners who have qualified ; a great many, all the larger rate-payers,
attend, and take part in the business of the court.

1458. What is the average attendance?—I should say, from 30 to 40 at a
court.

1459. Mr. Cowper.] In what does the inconvenience of the divisions into
levels consist 7—1t is so difficult in densely-populated districts to say to which
level the house ought to be rated. There are some streets in two or three
levels; I can instance the case of Prescott-street, 1 think the one end is in
Nightingale-lane level and the other in Tower-hill level, and that produces a
difference in the rates, and an unpleasant feeling in the inhabitants.

1460. Have
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1460. Have you, under your present system, a larger establishment of col-
lectors, and so on, than you should have if it were put together 7—No, I think
not; but the detailed part of the business is more complicated, and we found it
more convenient to have one rate; but after the decision of the Court of King's
Bench we could not.

1461. Mr. Tufnell] Is there any great difference in the rates of the different
levels ?—Only in the parish of Hackney ; there they have a great deal of open
ground, and there are no arched drains as there are in the others.

1462. Chairman.] Is there any system of inspection by agents employed by
your commission, or in any other way, to see that the sewers are kept in order?
—There are inspectors, out-door officers, whose business it is to attend to them ;
and there is a quarterly inspection made of all the open sewers, and a report
made to the Commissioners.

1463. Mr. Patten.] Does the tide rise in any of your drains*—Yes ; it is
kept out by trap-doors.

1464. Does the tide come up a considerable distance '=-Yes, if it were let
in it would ; it sometimes happens that pieces of wood prevent the trap from
shutting down, and then the tide gets in and goes a good way up.

1465. Have you observed the effect of that on the general driinage :—No;
the surveyor can speak to that more clearly.

1466. Chairman.] You state, that itis the duty of some persons to report
quarterly the state of the sewers and open drainage r—Yes.

1407. Is it their duty to report any evils arising from the open drains to the
health of the inhabitants ?—No, merely their carrying off the water ; but the
Commissioners themselves are resident in the district.

1468. Are the inspectors builders, or of what class of persons ?— Generally,
I believe, they are carpenters, working men, superior labourers.

1469. They are in the employment of the Commissioners ?>—Yes.

Mzr. Beriak Drew, called in; and Examined.

1470. Chairman.] OF what district of the sewers are you clerk 7—The Surrey
and Kent ; from the Ravensborne to the Mole.

_ 1471, Does that comprise all on the southern side of the river 7—Yes, it
does,

1472. The commission of sewers with which you are connected comprises
the trust for all Southwark, Lambeth, Rotherhithe, Deptford, and all that popu-
lous district 2—Yes,

1473. Do you apprehend the powers of the Commissioners to be such as
have been stated by the last witness ——We have larger powers; we have a
local Act, which gives us power over private drainage. There are frequent com-
plaints by parties which regard to private drains, which are used by a number
of occupiers of property, on wllicll: complaints the aid of the Commissioners is
sought, for the purpose of making them do that which they ought: that is
exercised by the Commissioners under the local Act of Parliament only, not
under their general powers.

1474. Mr. Walker.] What is the date of the Act 7—There are three Acts.
l’e:: 475- Chatrman.] They appear to have been in 1500, in 1810, and 1813 —

1476. Your commission extends from the River Ravensborne, in Kent, to
the Ember branch of the River Mole, in Surrey, and the district is designated
the Sewers of Surrey and Kent :—Yes. :

1477. In your distriet there are comprised the parishes of Deptford and
Rotherhithe, Bermondsey and Newington, the Borough of Southwark and
parts of Lambeth, Camberwell, Battersea, and Clapham 7—Some of those are
parts of F%ﬂﬁi_'lfﬁ—wft of Battersea, part of Clapham ; that is what is called the
rateable district.

1478. It is a very populous district, and there are vast numbers of the
working classes and poorer inhabitants dwelling within it 7—A great number.

1470, ﬁuppu:s.ing new buildingﬁ take place within that district {I;uuiin:l.ingﬁ of
streets and habitations for the working elasses), do the Commissioners consider
that they have the power, or do they exercise the power, of carrying sewers up
streets of that nature without application from the landlords or inhabitants, or
do they provide for those habitations ?—They certainly wait for applications,
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conceiving it to be as much the duty of the land-owner to make drains as to
build houses.

1480. Suppose applications are made, on what terms do the Commissioners
of the Sewers carry up the sewers there?—In some instances contributing a
portion, and in other instances not contributing at all.

1481, If the land-owners or the owners of those houses make no application
to the Commissioners of Sewers, do they conceive it their duty to act without
such application >—There may be instances, but not generally : they generally
wait for an application ; they think generally it would not be right for them,
with public money, to improve the property of private individuals.

14582, Are there not within your district many streets with small houses
abutting upon them, and inhabited by considerable numbers of the working
classes, in which there has been no application made by the owners *—Yes, the
greater number.

1483. And in which, in consequence, there have been no sewers made?
No public sewers; the Commissioners have no power to call upon the land.-
lords to make sewers.

1484. Are there many districts, such as those deseribed, in which there are
no sewers, and in which great evil arizes from the want of some sewerage, and
some additional power for making them :—1I eannot say, of my own knowledge,
that I am aware of any; we have no complaint of that kind, with the excep-
tion of the arching of a sewer, which was made to us recently by the guardians
of the poor of Christchurch : that was for the arching of an existing sewer.

1485. You have not heard of any other complaints '—No.

1480, Suppose a sewer is carried up into one of those streets, have you any
power to oblige the owners of those houses or the inhabitants to communicate
under ground with the sewers? —We have no such power.

1487. Are there many cases in which, though your sewer does go up one of
those populous streets, the houses do not communicate with the seweri—
A great number; but still [ would observe, the parties obtain a considerable
benefit by the sewer going up there ; all the tract in question is under high-
water mark, in consequence of which it is important to drain the land.

1483, It is a general advantage derived, but not the same particular advan-
tage as if there were communications by under-drains from each house *—Not
generally speaking.

1480. Are there many districts with which you are concerned in which there
is no communication by under-drains with the sewer 7—There are a great many
sewers to which there are no underground drains.

1490. It is a surface drainage only 7—Yes, I should think so; but that is not
a point which comes so much under my notice as that of the surveyor.

1491. Have you any power to prevent cesspools or receptacles for filth being
made below the level of your sewers 7—Not any.

1402. With respect to the covering over of open sewers in your district, it
hias been stated to the Committee, that from some being left open the odour
from the stench is the cause of illness, are you aware of such being the case in
the vicinity of many districts where there are a considerable number of houses?
—No, I am not aware of any particular case, though the arching of sewers
must be beneficial to the health of the neighhn}llrhoﬂd. I should conceive.

1493. No complaints have been made to you with respect to the necessity of
covering several open sewers, on the ground that the stench and the smell were
unhealthy *—There have been several complaints of that kind, but they are by
1o means numerous ; we have miles and miles of open sewerage, some of them
in a very populous district, but we are in a large manufacturing distriet; the
tanners and leather-dressers, and so on, live in our distriet.

1404. What is the amount of the sewer-rate levied, as nearly as you can
state it —Something under 6 d. in the pound ; perhaps 5 d.

1405. That would be on the rack rent >—Yes,

1406. Taking one vear with another >—Yes.

1497. Have there been considerable improvements made of late years F—
Very considerable.

1408. Will you make a return of the number of yards of additional sewerage
whicl have been made each year within 10 years ?>—Yes, I will do so.

1499. Is the rate made on the same principle as in other districts, that .iu,ll
who
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who receive the advantage pay *—Yes; but we have succeeded in getting rid of My, Beriak Dre.

the levels, which was extrmn-:—{}r inconvenient ; it is in two parts now.

1500, Are the accounts kept separately for the two?—VYes.

1501. Does all the property within your district pay at the same rate for
sewerage '—Yes. : A 1

1502. Houses that are :mrnedmml{y adjacent to one of your sewers, and
could easily communicate by means of an underground drain, pay the same as
those at a considerable distance, and which could not communicate without
difficulty 7 ~Yes.

1503. Mr. Waiker.] Did you state that Clapham was in your district 7—A very
small part; that which lies down on the low level in the Wandsworth-road.

1504. The rural village of Clapham does not pay to your district 7—No.

1505. Mr, Tufwell.] Have you any plan with you?—No, I have not; our
district runs from Deptford to beyond Richmond in Surrey.

1506. Chairman.] Do you recollect an application being made to you respect -
ing a sewer in East-street, Lambeth-walk, and several other streets leading into
it ; Saunders-street, John-street East and West, Frances-court, and Fountain-
court, and a statement made that a fever prevailed in that distriet; and that
improvement was requisite by a sewer being carried upi—No, I do not.

1507. It appears to have been made to the guardians of the poor, anda
communication made by them to your Board ?—1I do not recollect the fact; I
know of it from the circumstance of having some conversation upon it with
Dr. Kay some time ago.

1508. Has any sewer been made along that district 7—Up Lambeth-walk
I know there is: but I would rather refer that to the surveyor.

1500. Mr. Cowper.] Do you remember any representations having been
made by any Board of Guardians on the subject 7—1I think only one, and that
was Camberwell.

1510. Any by any medical person 7—No.

1511. Nor any complaint made of any inconvenience from a general want of
sewerage within your district 7—No, not of a general want of sewerage.

1512, Mr. Tufnell.] Do you remember a memorial ‘presented to the Com-
missioners of Sewers from the guardians of the parish of Camberwell, in the
year 1838 ?—I1 do.

1513. Is that just shown you that report ?--I believe it is.

1514. Was anything done in consequence of that memorial 7—The subject
of the drainage of Camberwell was then uhder the consideration of the Com-
missioners ; since that a line of sewerage has been formed under the public road
from Camberwell-green to Walworth.

1515. As far as you remember, is that the only representation which has been
made by the Board of Guardians ? —With the excepuion of the arching at Christ-
church, to which I referred hefore.

1516. Do you know whether the Boards of Guardians consider it part of their
duty to represent the defective state of sewerage '—I do not know,

1517. Chairman.] The Commissioners have no power of enforcing a com-
munication between the houses and the sewers 7—Not at all.

1518. Do vou not conceive some such power would be very advantageous?
—1 do indeed.

1519. Do you not think the want of some such power renders inefficient, in
many instances, the advantage to be derived from your sewers *—I think so.

1520. It rests now entirely with the opinion or the will of the owner, or the
occupiers ‘—Entirely.

1521. There is no general power of enforcing a communiecation between
the houses or rows of houses with the sewer —No.

1522, Mr. Tufaell.] You afford every encouragement to such communica-
tion F—Yes ; the quauntity of sewerage we have made within the last few years
has given very great opportunity of doing that which did not exist in the old
sewerage, a deeper sewerage having been made under the power of the local
Acts of Parliament.

1523. Does there appear a great desire on the part of the lower classes to
avail themselves of the sewerr—The lower classes have very little to do
with it.

1524. Is there a desire to avail themselves of it on the part of landlords !—
I am sorry to say not.

0.47. a3 1525. Chairman.|
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1525. Chairman.] Do not the landlords of houses occupied by the lower
classes do as little as possible for them in this way *—I am a}miﬂ it is so.

1526. In proportion as they are inhabited by the poorest and most destitute,
has not the neglect of these houses by the landlord been generally greater *—
In some districts it is so, certainly.

1527, Mr. Tufuell.] Have you not a power of inflicting a fine on any person
who communicates with the sewer without your consent r—VYes,

1528, Is that ever exercised >—Yes.

1529. Under what circumstances >—For damaging the sewer.

1530. Chairman.] When they express an intention of communicating with
the sewer, do you object to it :—We object to their doing it, we do it for
them.

1531. What do you eharge them:?—We charge the expense; it depends
upon the level ; some of our sewersare 12 or 14 feet down ; the cost of gelting
at them is greater in proportion.

1532. Mr. Cowper.] IF a proprietor of a house wishes to communicate with
the common sewer, he must do it at his own expense :—Certainly.

1533. Mr. Tufnell] There are regulations with respect to the mode of com-
municating with the sewers *—The individual has no power of breaking up the
street or a public pathway ; the Commissioners of Sewers have that power ; when-
ever an application is made to them, they direct the surveyor to estimate all
that l\"lil:%t lies under the public way, the opening the sewer and so on, and
that expense is paid to the Commissioners, but the Commissioners no further
interfere ; they do that to assist the individual.

1534. Have you a regulation as to the nature of the expense *—It depends
upon the circumstances.

1535. Chairman.] s there any regular system of inspection as to the state
of the sewers and the other drains?—There is a quarterly report by the
SUrveyors.

1536. How many surveyors are there in this district >—Three for the whole
district,

1557. Is it their business to make a quarterly report of the particular
portions of the district which fall under their view *—Yes; and to direct the
labour of the workmen. i

1538. Is the system of inspection regular *—Yes.

1530. That inspection goes to the state of the sewers, and the prevention of
anything impeding them t—Yes,

1540. It goes Lo the open drains as well as the sewers ?—Yes.

1541. Is it their duty to report on the state of the sewers or open drains
affecting the health of the inhabitants >—1 should conceive not.

1542. Do they in fact do so ?—1I am not aware of any instance in which they
have done that; occasionally, there are instances in which they say it is a
nuisance to the neighbourhood, and therefore they pray the Commissioners to
consider it in that light.

1543. It is not considered as a part of their duty —No.

1544. Mr. Cowper.] Do you consider that there are any additional powers
required by the Commissioners of Sewers for the performance of their duty ?—
1 ﬂuink in a populous district like owrs there are many suggestions which might
be made upon that subject, but I am not at all prepared to go into that; I
think I suggested before the former Committee the power of calling upon the
owners of land to arch over drains, the Commissioners of’ Sewers paying a pro-
portion of the expense.

1545. Mr. Tufnell.] When it is in contemplation to build any new streets for
the lower classes, is it the duty cf any person to report on the expediency of
making a drain through those streets i—No.

1540, That rests altogether with the speculators >—Yes, entirely.

1547. Mr. Cowper.] Under any circumstances would the Commissioners of
Sewers think themselves justified in laying down new drains after the new
streets had been finished # —If it was to improve the neighbourhood, but not for
the improvement of those houses only ; if the owners of such row of houses
were to come forward and say, “it will improve the neighbourhood, and I am
willing to contribute towards the expense of doing it,” it would be done, but
not solely for the benefit of those houses.
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Mr. William Baker, jun. called in; and Examined.
1548. Chairman.] YOU are Clerk to the Commissioners of Sewers for the
- Poplar district>—I am. - ] '

1540. You were examined before the Committee in 1834 *—I was. byl

1550. Your district differs from several other districts, for you state E]'.:J.t. it is
more a question of the drainage of a ma!‘ﬁl{ than the sewerage of a clty_ques :
we are now apparently in a state of transition from a marsh to a manufacturin
district; there are extensive manufactories being established that probably wi
lead to an increased population. At present there are not many houses for the
residence of labourers, el i

1551. If there should be an increase of buildings, it will be necessary to have
an increase of drainage ; will not it *—Not an increase ; I apprehend there are
abundance of sewers ; what we wish to do is, to simplify the drainage ; to improve
the drainage ; we are from time to time making very important substitutions.

1552, Are those on the old line of sewers -—Yes.

1553. You assess all who are benefited by surface drainage F—Yes; almost
the whole of our district is below the level of the river.

1554. It is done by means of sluices ?—Yes.

1555 What is the amount of the sewer's-rate on the average *—About 24, in
the pound, not on a strictly rack rent; it is something less than the rack rental ;
possibly approaching nearer to 1id. in the pound ; we have a 6d. rate once in
three years on the rental ; not strictly a rack rental.

1550. The population is increasing, you say !—VYes.

1557. Is Limehouse within your district *—A small portion of Limehouse.

1558. What is the condition of Limehouse*—It has been improved within
the last few years ; a sewer has been arched over near Park-street, which wasa
considerable improvement.

1550. Are there not some improvements of that nature still required 7—Not
in that part of Limehouse which is within our division ; a part of the parish is
in the Tower Hamlets ; there are undoubtedly plenty of sewers within our
commission which would be benefited by being arched over.

1560. Do you consider that you have the same powers, and no more, than
the same powers spoken of in the other district. Suppose there were new
houses or buildings erected within your district, do you wait for the application
of the owner of the houses before you make a sewer up into that district, or do
your Commissioners commence it on their own diseretion f—We have had no
streets made ; we have had detached buildings and houses ; generally speaking,
I agree in Mr. Unwin's general description of the principles applicable to us.

1501. Suppose a sewer made by the Commissioners up a street inhabited by
the poorer classes, have you the means of enforcing a communication by means
of drainage through your sewer, or not *—Certainly there are no means of
enforcing it.

1562. Would it not be highly beneficial to the health of the inhabitants that
you should have the power 7/—I think it would ; but we have heard no com-
plaints on that subject.

1563. If there have been any cases of fever and illness to the poorer classes,
arising from such causes within vour district, you are not cognizant of them :—
No; but I think the district is so limited they could not have occurred without
my knowledge.

1564. Mr. Tufnell.] Have you a plan of your district *—1 have—[ Producing
the same.)

1565. There is no distinction made in the plan between the old and the new
sewers *—No ; upon the oceasion of forming the West India Dock timber pond
it was considered desirable to substitute a new main sewer for the old one, on
the south side of the timber pond, in a direct line from the east end of Alfred-
street to the outlet at Blackwall; that wasa substitution for the pre-existing
SEWET.

1566, Is this an open sewer >—The sewer called the Great Field Sewer is
open; we have had frequent applications of late by parties to arch over the
sewer or ditch which bounds the Ferry-road.

15067. Many of' those are merely field drainsf—Yes; there are no houses at
all near them. ;

1568, Chairman.] You have not the power of obliging the inhabitants to
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communicate with the sewers *—No ; the Commissioners gladly avail themselves
of every opportunity they have of improving the drainage, and also of arching
over the old sewers. =

1560. Mr. Tufwell.] What is the number of your Commissioners of Sewers?
—1I think about G0

1570. Chairman.] Is Limehouse in your district>—A small portion of Lime-
house 1s.

1571. Is not there a sewer partially covered, here and there, running all the
way from Shoreditch *—That is within the Tower Hamlets commission ; that
comes close to the confines of our district.

1572. That passes through a densely populated district, does not it 7—I am not
able to speak to that, not being within our district; the district is populous in
some parts of it, not in all.

1573 Mr. Tufnell.] Do you know the population of your distriet 7—No, for
it comprises a portion of two parishes; the population is very small. Perhaps I
ought to add, that the two-pence in the pound rating I have described embraces
the expense for keeping up a ﬁ:'cat portion of the embankment to keep out the
water. I beg to say we have never received any complaints from any
boards of guardians or medical authorities.

1574. Chairman.] Did not the chelera break out in your parish at first ?—I
believe it did ; in the parish of Limehouse, in which I reside.

1575. Mr. Tufhell.] Are any new sewers intended near the Ferry-road *—At
present the sewer runs by the side of the road, and is a boundary to it; but
we are endeavouring to have that sewer as far as possible carried down the road,
instead of by the side of the road.

1576. Is it considered that there is any deficiency of drainage in your distriet ?
—No, I think there are abundance of open sewers and drainage ; the object is
to simplify it, and to arch over any where houses are built.

1577. Not to extend the line of drainage ?—No; in consequence of the
appearance of a sewer in Limehouse, a strong representation was made to the
Commissioners of the Tower Hamlets, and they arched over the sewer which
was considered to be so objectionable.

1578, Chairman.] It is stated to this Committee that in Limehouse, in
Church-row, there is a private drain running in front of the houses; that the
drain has not been opened for 20 years, and that they cannot get the inhabit-
ants in one mind to get it cleansed; have you any power to enforce the cleansing
of that drain 7—Certainly not.

1570. If the inhabitants of the row in such a case were, one to cleanse before
one house and another another, there is no power to compel them to do it
simultaneously >—No.

1580. Would not such a power be very beneficial to the health of the neigh-
bourhood *—A power to enforce the simultaneous cleansing of sewers would be
one of the most important powers the Commissioners can possess, and remove
that which is now felt to be a great source of inconvenience.

1581. Is not some such pewer requisite 7—We have felt very much the want
of such power; the proceedings of the Commissioners have been greatly em-
barrassed in consequence of not having such a power.

Mr, Joseph Ellison, called in ; and Examined.

1582, Chairman.] DO you reside near Bradford, in the West Riding of
Yorkshire *—1I do.

1583. Bradford is a very populous town, where the occupations of persons
are a good deal connecred with the stuff and woollen trade 7—Just so.

1584. In the year 1831 the population of the parish appears to have been
71,000; is the parish very populous round the town ?—Yes.

1585. Has there been a great increase within the last nine years 7—There
has been a very considerable increase ; I should think the per centage will be
greater since 1831 than it was between 1821 and 1831.

1586, If the increase has been at the rate of one-third in those m_}‘ears, then
the population would amount to almost 100,000 *—I have no doubt it will.

1587. Is there a very great proportion of those consisting of workmen,

artisans, and persons who get their bread by labour *—The majority of the
population
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population consists of workmen and labourers that have to earn their own sub-
sistence by their labour. 3 !

1588, Is there a very considerable increase in the suburbs of this town and round
it of houses for the class of persons you describe f— A very considerable increase.

1580. What is the state of this populous and increasing town, with respect to
drainage, sewerage, cleansing, and the clearing of nuisances away from the houses
of the poorer inhabitants ?—There is no public drainage or sewerage at all; every
thing which is done is done by private individuals, therefore I am sorry to say
the iIew:ernge is extremely defective; in fact, I may say there is no sewerage
at all.

1500. Do you mean that in this populous town they have no general system
of sewerage and drainage to carry off the filth and wet, and so forth, from the
houses of the inhabitants F—I do mean to say that.

1591. In consequence of that is the sewerage and drainage very much ne-
glected and very imperfect 7—Very much so, indeed.

1592. Do you not think that such neglect and want of system is very inju-
rious to the health of the inhabitants *—1I am quite sure of it ; that opinion has
been repeatedly expressed by the medical men of the town and the neighbour-
hood, and by the parish authorities ; it is a general complaint.

1593. Is it to your knowledge the opinion of the medical men, that fevers
and other disorders arise from such neglect *—Itis within my knowledge ; 1 am
very sorry to say that typhus fever prevails at the present moment in Bradford
and the suburbs, and the medical men give it as their opinion that it is mainly
owing to the defective state of the drainage and sewerage.

1504. With respect to the cleansing and carrying away offal and filth, and pre-

venting their accumulation in the close courts and narrow alleys in which many of

the humbler classes reside, is that carried into effect in the town of Bradford ?
— It is attended to only in what is called the township of Bradford, which com-
prises only a very small portion of the town, for the parisi within 20 or 25
years has spread out on every side into the township of Bowling, the township
of Horton, and the township of Manningham, and there is no power there to
regulate as to offal or manure, or anything of that kind.

1505. Is that in consequence very much neglected *—Very much neglected
indeed.

1506. Is that, in your opinion, injurious to the health of the inhabitants F—
There can be no doubt of that.

1597. And to their comfort, and cleanliness, and decent appearance '—
Certainly.

1598. What is the state of the paving of the courts and alleys, is that
attended to, and are there means for the water to go off, or does it lie in
puddles mixed with refuse in a stagnant state ? —That is attended to within the
township of Bradford, but it is not attended to at all in the suburbs, which are
by far tEe largest portion of the town. 1 will explain the way in which the
suburbs have sprung up : an individual who may have a couple of thousand
pounds, does not exactly know what to do with it, having no occasion for it
in trade ; he wishes to lay it out so as to pay him the best per centage in money ;
he will purchase a plot of ground, an acre or half an acre ; then what he
thinks about is, to place as many houses on this acre of ground as he possibly
can, without reference to drainage or anything, except that which will pay him
a good per centage for his money ; that is the way in which the principal part
of the suburbs of Bradford has sprung up ; cottages have been built by specu-
lators with that view, and with that view only, Lo pay a good per-centage on the
money laid out.

1500. The owners get as much out of the people who are tenants, and give
them as little as they can ?—Exactly so.

1600, There is no system of paving, or cleansing, or sewerage carried on F—
None at all.

1601. Is there any regulation as to building in such a way as to leave open
spaces for the air to pass through, or prevent courts being built without a
current of air being enabled to pass along to the end, or their not being built
back to back F—None whatever.

1602. Are they neglected in these respects:—-Very much.

1603. Would not some regulation for the purpose of gusrding against the
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evils referred to, be of some importance to the health of the inhabitants®—I
think so, for Bradford may be taken as a fair sample of many towns which
have sprung up within the last 20 years; I do not think any local Act will be
able to compete with the evil, I think it must be a general Act.

1604. Some general power to enforce drainage and cleanliness and sanitary
regulations, you think absolutely necessary *— Absolutely.

1605. You feel that they are requisite in this town with which you are ac-
quainted ?7—Yes ; it is a matter of daily complaint among all parties.

1606, Are there many houses built back to back, and without the means of
ventilation *—Yes ; they are built in fact without any general plan ; the only
principle that actuates the builder is to make the l;mi{diugs pay as large a per
centage as possible.

1607. In consequence of these defeets you think the health of the inhabi-
tants 13 much injured r—There can be no question about that at all.

1608. In consequence of their health being injured, are not the poor-rates
increased F—The poor-rates have increased very much lately.

1009, Wherever the head of a poor family is carried off by fever or other
complaint, are not his family thrown for partial relief on the poor-rates ?—Un-
doubtedly they are; I am guardian of the poor, and have heard hundreds of
applications made where they have applied on that very ground.

1610. Do not you think regulations, such as have been referred to, wonld be
the seeasion of s:wiug to the pnﬁsims ?—Ccrtaini:,r,

1611. Therefore, even in an economical point of view, they would be advan-
tageous *—Yes ; it would be advantageous even as a matter of expense.

1612, Mr. Tufiell] The expense of making sewers would, in your opinion,
be less than the expense on the parish on account of the bad state of the town?
—I mean to say, that eventually it would oceasion a saving.

1613. Chairman.] Suppose a new suburb springs up, as these have done, do
not you think the most economical mode would be to have some system laid
down by which due regulations should be made for building, for drainage, for
sewerage, and for cleansing, and that some such regulations would repay the
proprictors as well as all persons concerned, and also the parish, by means of
the saving which would accrue —I do think so.

1614. Mr. Tufnell.] Are you aware of the expense of drainage:—Yes, I
believe 1 am; the expense of sewerage and draining at Bradford would be
very trifling ; I do not know any town that might be more thoroughly drained
than Bradtord at less cost ; there is a valley runs through the centre of it, and
there is a rivalet runs through the centre ; the town rises, upon each side there
is an inclined plane rising very rapidly ; they might drain it into this natural
sewer at very little cost.

1615. You are aware that the question refers to underground drainage ¢—
Yes, it will equally apply, and more indeed, for that will decrease the expense ;
there is no oceasion to make it so wide.

1616. Chairman.] The expense of drainage or sewerage would be much less
in cases where a suburb or new buildings were laid down on a plan, and sewers
laid down by regulations beforehand, than if they were applied subsequently
to a town built before >—Much less, no doubt, and they would be much better
done.

1617. It is therefore important that some rule should be laid down ?—Yes;
I am sure that nothing would give more satisfaction, generally, to the large
towns than a measure of that kind; they have been crying out for it these
many years, but what is everybody’s business is nobody’s, and therefore they
have never applied.

1618, My, fugham.] They have never applied for a local Act*—There were
a number of commissioners appointed under a local Act some years ago, but the
powers they possess are so limited that they are not equal to the powers of a
surveyor under the Highway Act, and they consider their powers obsolete,
There are 70 eommissioners ; if' a mecting is called there may be half-a-dozen
got together, but the door must be locked to keep them in the room ; they do
not possess the power to take down a single building, or widen a street, or put
down a drain.

1619. You are probably aware, that the powers enumerated have been gi-.rut:;
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to commissioners in various towns under recent Acts !—No, I am not aware of
that.

1fiz0. They have not made application to the Legislature for nn{'impﬂ:wemcnt
of their Act ?—No ; they have debated the question ; they have debated whether
they should apply for a charter of incorporation, or for extended powers ; but
the commissioners at present have no powers equal to those of a surveyor
under the Highway Act. I was told by a person conversant with Bradford,
before I left home, that the population of Bradford exceeds 120,000,

1621. Mr. Tufiell.] Do you know what disorders are most prevalent in Brad-
ford at present r—Typhus fms been most prevalent.
1622, Is that on the increase —It has been on the increase.
1622*. Has it been so more than in proportion to the population?—Yes, 1
should say even more than in proportion to the population.
1623. Have you any statistical information upon the subject ?—I have no
' returns, but [ am as well acquainted with Bradford as most men.
1624. Chairman.] Have you heard it stated by medical men that typhus is on
the increase there r—Yes.
1625. Have you heard that attributed to want of cleanliness >—Yes ; that is
considered as the main cause.

16i26. Do you not think that the comfort and health of the working classes
are very much diminished by their being obliged to reside in such neglected
dwellings as those referred to, without cleansing or ventilation? —Yes; and
I can say that the working ciasses there are aware of this, and they very often
tell me that they are satisfied there is one law for the rieh, and that there is
another law for the poor.

1627. Does that arise {rom the neglect of these things*—That is one
cause.

1628, Is there any open ground within a short distance of Bradford, this
populous increasing town, in which the people are in the habit of taking exer-
cise and amusing themselves?—There is at present a piece of open ground,
about 20 acres ; I am certain it is under 30 acres; as far as I can judge 1 should
say it is about 20 acres : this piece of ground is called Fairweather-green ; it is
within about a mile and a halt’ of Bradford ; it is the usual place resorted to by
the lower classes; in all their sports they resort thither ; it is, in fact, the only
place they have, and I am exceedingly sorry to say that there is an Act before
the House of Commons for inclosing it.

162g. Will the inclosure of that common you have spoken of be injurious
to the comfort, amusement, and exercise of the humbler classes in this large
town *—I should say it would be very injurions.

1630, Will it be viewed by them with feelings of dislike *—Very great dis-
like; I am sure they would make the same remark I have just made if it was
allowed to pass into a law, that there is one law for the rich and another for
the poor.

1631, Mr. fngham.] Who is the proprietor ?7—Mr. Lister is the Jargest pro-
prietor, and there are several others,

1ig2. Does the town of Bradford lie within the same parish or manor to
which this waste belongs?—Yes; it is in the parish of Bradford.

1633. What is the chiel’ occupation of the population of Bradford *¥—The
chief occupation of the working classes is combing wool, a very unwhelesome
employment ; they are obliged to work in their own dwelling-houses ; a steam
arises from it ; they vse combs, long iron spikes made very hot, and charcoal
to heat those combs ; the occupation is exceedingly unwholesome, and 1 should
say, therefore, recreation in the open air was, on that account, mueh more
necessary ; and it i the very place those parties resort to; if that place is in-
closed there will be no place in the neighbourhood of Bradford to which they
can go to take exercise but the open roads.

1634. Mr. Tufnell.] Is there any petition from the inhabitants of Bradford
against the inclosure of this epen ground r—1I do not think there is; but there
18 a very strong feeling against it; Mr. Lister is a very influential man ; he has
brought in the Bill. The only reserve for the purposes of recreation is three
acres for 120,000 souls; it is not large enough for a cricket ground.

1635. What are the games they play at there?—They play at cricket, and a
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came we call spell and nur; they will drive a ball 10, 11, 12, 13 and 14 score ;

. they cannot play at those games in three acres.
| )

1636. Chairman.] They are sames which require a greater space -— Yes; the
ground is exactly suited for this purpose; it it had been set apart for the very
purpose, it could not have been more snitable.

1637. Mr. Jiigham.] Has there been a public meeting of the inhabitants for
the purpose of resisting this inclosure *—I do not think there has been: I will
state why. This ground has been latterly used by the Chartists, and it has got
into bad odour, but I do not think that a good reason for inclosing the ground.
I am happy to say, that Chartism is very rapidly dying away, but if the lower
orders have not places where they can engage in sports, it is the very thing to
drive them to Chartism; there cannot be a better thing than to keep their
minds engaged in matters of that Kind.

1638, Mr. Tufnell.] Ts the town well supplied with water >—No ; it is not.

1630. Chairman.] Is there a company for the purpose of supplying it*
There is a company in embryo, about to apply to Parliament for a Bill to
supply the town with water ; the only reason they do not apply this Session is,
that times are so very bad, they are deferring it till there is an improvement in
the trade.

1640. Is the ground referred to, in a situation particularly suitable for
building land *¥—No ; I think not.

1641. Mr. Tufnell.] You state, that disease among the lower classes has
been on the increase; can you refer the Committee to any returns, showing in
what ratio it has increased r—No, 1 do not think I can; [ am sure there are
no statistics of that kind kept at Bradford, but it is a matter of general
notoriety. There is another disease as well as typhus, which is at present
exceedingly prevalent in Bradford, which medical men attribute to the same
causes, namely, the small-pox ; it is very prevalent, not only among infants,
but among adults ; and latterly, it has carried some people of considerable
property and influence off. A lady, lately, died at the age of 40, and the wife
of my gunsmith, who was quite well when I saw her one week, was dead the
next. L

1042. Chairman.] Have you heard the medical men state, that they con-
sidered it more virulent in consequence of the neglect of these precautions *—
That is their opinion.

1043. Mr. Ingham.] Is there any part of the population engaged in the iron-
works ?—In the suburb, in Bowling, a considerable number are engaged in the
iron-works.

1644. Mr. Walker.] What is the distance from Bradford:—About half a
mile ; and there are otheriron works at Lowmoor, about a mile and a half off.

1645. Do the workmen reside at Lowmoor or Bradford t—They reside mainly
in the neighbourhood of the works.

1646. Is this open space you refer to, accessible to the workmen in the iron-
works, as well as the people in the town ?—It is the very place they go to; it
takes in the population for five or six miles round, it is the only place for the
purpose in the whole neighbourhood.

1647. Do not you think, that in these depressed times of trade there is a lack
of spirit pervading the community ?—Yes, there is rather a want of spirit ; if the
trade had been good, and there had been none of this sort of agitation, such
a Bill would not have been brought in as that for the inclosure of this
cOmmon.

1648. Mr. Ingham.] Is not the iron trade thriving —It is not so good as it
has been; the demand for pig-iron, especially, is beginning to slacken; my
remark will apply to Lowmoor more than Bowling ; the anﬁng ironworks are
mainly engaged in the manufacture of steam-engines, and they have taken the
lead, and I do not think they will very soon slacken.
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Joseph Fletcher, Esq. called in ; and further Examined.

1640. Chairman.] DO you know that the state of the drainage, sewerage,
and cleansing is neglectc(i in many large manufacturing towns in which the
humbler classes reside, and also in the suburbs of towns 7—I have bean aware
of that from different sources previous to my present occupation,—in connexion
with the Hand-loom Inquiry Commussion. I was assistant secretary to the
Municipal Boundary Commission, which had before it a number of municipal
subjects, and was also employed under the Municipal Commission, which inves-
tigated the whole municipal system of the kingdom, with some reference to the
Commissions under local Acts as well as to the operations of the old corporate
system.

1650. You are aware that there i3 a deficiency of these regulations in many
of the large towns !—There is a deficiency both of' the powers to be exercised
and of proper authorities to exercise them.

1651, Will you be kind enough to point out the deficiencies you consider there
are, first of all in the powers, and next, in the authorities requisite for the purpose
of putting them into action where they are in existence; first of all, with respect
to the powers in places in the neighbourhood of London i—In the metropolis
the Committee are aware of the constitution and powers of the various Boards
of Sewers, But the municipal system of London, if system it can be ecalled, is
exceedingly intricate ; the old corporation of the city presides over only about
250,000 inhabitants out of the wlmﬂ?mutmpulis; their powers are very various;
and even in the eity of London the sewers are vested in a distinet corporation,
and there are several other bodies in the city who have their peculiar portions
of municipal administration. Out of the city of London, independently of
various Commissions of Sewers, there are municipal bodies of great variety, both
in their purposes and in their constitution ; these have never been the subject
of any investigation, so that I cannot state minutely what they are ; but in the
borough of Mary-le-bone, for instance, the number of Boards to whom the
paving and lighting, and the cleansing of the streets is variously entrusted is
quite surprising ; and the number of local Acts is not less than 80.

1652. With respect to the power of ventilation, cleansing, and sewerage in
the other larger towns, will you have the goodness to state the information you
possess 1—The powers possessed by the authorities in whom they are vested are
exceedingly various; they form no system, and never have formed a system.
‘The old bodies, in whom all municipal powers were vested, were cither the
corporations of the towns, or the manorial jurisdictions of the country ; under
some of the manorial jurisdictions have accumulated large manufacturing popula-
tions, forming now some of the largest towns in the kingdom ; such as Man-
chester, Birmingham, Bolton, and several of the large towns of Yorkshire.
Other towns possessing ancient municipal cunslitutimmium also some of them
grown up to be places of immense size, such as Liverpoul. Under the recent
Act for the Amendment of Municipal Corporations, all those towns which had
the old municipal constitutions have received something that may be called a
municipal system ; the constitution and the powers of all of them are now
similar.  When I say the powers of all of them are alike, it is with this excep-
tion, that the Act, though it gives to all those municipal bodies a power to
receive, yet it confers on none a power to demand the authorities now exercised
by the coexistent Boards under local Acts.

1053. Will you take an instance of one or two, and state what their powers
now are, and how far you think them equal to what they should be F —Without
papers before me, I could scarcely give an individual instance ; there are co-
existing powers even where there are old corporations. There are Boards of Com-
missioners co-existing with them, exercising part of the municipal jurisdiction ;
while in some of the large towns which have grown up under the manorial
constitutions, the whole of what municipal authority is exercised, is vested in

‘ommissioners under local Acts, such as the last witness mentioned to be
now in force to some extent in Bradford.

1654. The local Acts which have been obtained in various of those populous
towns are different from each other in power and extent ?—"They are.
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1655. Arethey also in many instances unequal to the objects for which they
were obtained *—In a great many instances ; with regard to the constitution
of the local Boards which they erect, they are various, from the circumstances
under which they have been passed. As large populations have accumulated,
some sort of municipal regulation was found abso utely necessary, and part of the
inhabitants, whichever party was the strongest, or whichever party in the town
thought it right to try first for an Act, would form a plan among themselves
according to their local interests and feelings; the party which in this way
reduced into form the plan, brought it to the House of Commons ; a measure
not made by the House on any system, but made in the eountry, under the
influence of the local feelings and purposes of the parties themselves, without
control or direction. The House of Commons rather registered their enact-
ments than formed a municipal constitution for them upon any system ; the
consequence is, that the territorial extent of the jurisdiction of these commissions
under local Acts is often exceedingly arbitrary, and it may be said, in some
instances, perfectly absurd ; for they include, perhaps, only the centre of a town,
or but part of its suburbs, or only half a town ; or there will be three or four
commissions existing contemporuneously. Such is the state of the municipal
regulation in many large towns at this moment ; and I have before me a sin-
gular instance of the course pursued in constructing the local Boards. This is
an Act of the 11th George the 3d, c. 44, intituled, ** An Act for the better
Paving, Repairing, and Cleansing the Streets, Lanes, Alleys, and other Public
Passages within that part of the Town of Wakefield, in the County of York,
which lies within the East end of Westgate-street and the South side of North-
gate Bar, and the North end of Kirkgate Bridge, (except so much thereof as is
repaired by the West Riding of the said County of York,) and the extreme part
of the Township of Wakefield aforesaid, leading from Wiengate towards East
Moor, for preventing Nuisances and Annoyances therein, and for Widening and
rendering the same more commodious.”

1656, That is an instance of powers which are confined to particular dis-
tricts7—Yes; a second Aet, I believe the only other Act for Wakefield, simply
extends the powers within those limits, still not including the whole town.

1657. Would it be advantageous, in your opinion, that there should be a
general enactment, the provisions of which might be carried out by local
authorities under certain regulations, without their being obliged to apply for a
special Act of Parliament in c'.'nrglf individual instance ?— Assuredly, in pre-
sent circumstances, when our whele municipal system is undergoing reorga-
nization ; when that of the country has been completely changed by the
alteration of the poor-laws, and that of the towns completely altered by the Act
for amending the Municipal Corporations: these changes have caused a more strict
appreciation of municipal duties, and a more strict regard to the administration
of municipal revenues; sometimes duties, which were formerly discharged
irregularly, are now not discharged at all, because there is no regular authority
for discharging them, or for defraying the cost of their discharge ; the enact-
ment, therefore, of some system, which should give to constituted authorities,
where there are proper authorities, a complete, systematic, universal, and
perpetual power for municipal regulation, is certainly worthy of the deepest
consideration ; though in some instances, 1 doubt whether it will be found that
there are any authorities existing werthy to be trusted with that system of
powers which might be instituted.

1658, With respect of some system of regulation as to buildings, with regard
to ventilation and sanitary regulations for the health of the inhabitants, do
you not think that some such regnlations ought to be laid l:li:l\f’n as might gene-
rally be adhered to in those populous districts, for the sake of the health of the
inhabitants *—That some such system is highly important for the health of the
inhabitants, and for the prevention of most mtelerable nuisances in the large
and growing towns, I cannot doubt in the least ; there are scarcely any of the
great towns in the north which do not exhibit that too offensively to the eye,
and to every sense, to be doubted.

1659. Are there any powers now cqual to the emergency ?—In some towns
there may be; but the whole are so irregular, that they want reducing to

form.
1660. In
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1660. In these respects you think there ought to be some general regu-
lations laid down, which might be enforced bly the local authorities, for the
sake of the health of the inhabitants P—A complete system by which the public
could seeure the cleansing, draining, and paving of the streets, and perhaps the
proper construction of the dwelling-houses to be erected, both upon a good

roungl plan, and upon a structure which shall secure all the first requisites of
ﬁca[th, would be very desirable.

1661. The question respects not the ground plans for the construction of
buildings, but merely the prevention of the construction in such a form as shall
be highly injurious ; do you not think that such a requirement would be bene-
ficial >—I used perhaps terms not sufficiently explicit ; I meant the ground plan
merely of the streets and not of the individual houses ; they should be of suifi-
cient width, and care should be taken that the houses should have a thorough
draught, and not be built back to back, without back offices ; these matters, re-
garded with a view to prevent public nuisances, injurious to the public health,
are subjects of municipal government which it would be no violation of principle
to interfere in regulating, and the enforcement of such regulation would
materially contribute to the health of large towns, and the welfare of the
population.

1662. On the same principle as the power which now exists in London of
enforcing the thickness of party-walls to prevent fires i—Yes, precisely so ; and
not only is there that instance, but in the local Acts which already exist in the
irregular system 1 have described, there will be found contained in one or
other of them, all, and more than all the purposes contemplated; for instance,
in the Blackburn Act of the 424 of Geo. 3, is found an enactment as to the
construction of the flues in the houses. That Act provides, that no flue in a
house shall be carried within five inches of anv piece of timber; and that
should any such flues now be existing, they shail be altered ; which is certainly
going to the extreme of interference with property.

1663. Mr. Tufnell.] Are you aware of any regulation of a similar nature in
any other Act:—In most of them there are special provisions against
the construction of flues outside the huilding; against projections into a
thoroughfare, and in fact every interference with the private purposes of the
builder where such interference prevents a nuisance to the public, or a sup-

danger. It is not the Commissioners of Sewers alone to whom I refer,

ut to the Commissioners for Paving, Watching, and Lighting, and so on; all

these purposes are contemplated by the local commissioners in the several
towns.

1664. Chairman.] With respect to some system of inspection, does it appear
to you, from your knowledge of those matters, that there is any system of
inspection existing at present in those large towns, with reference to drainage
and cleansing, and other regulations appﬁmble to the health of the poorer
inhabitants, or is some such system wanted *—Assuredly it is wanted; the
supply of that inspection hias never been a subject in contemplation, where the
power for conferring the be nefits has never existed, and that, I apprehend, is
very commonly the case.

1665. Even if powers sufficient for the enforcing of those objects were given,
would not some system of inspection be also necessary }—Yes; especially in
the large towns; it is within the cognizance of all, that every manor, and
every town, has commonly its leet jury, who annually present everythin
obnoxious to remark as a nuisance which comes to their knowledge, and which
is thereupon ordered to be removed.

1666. Are there everywhere powers sufficient for those purposes >—1I think
not.

0.47. N4
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Mr. Baines. i Mr. Mackinwon.
Mr. Cowper. Mr. Slaney.
Mr. Greene. Mr. Walker.

Mr. Ingham.

R. A. SLANEY, Esq. 1x Tthe CHaIr.

Dr. James Williamson, called in; and Examined.

1667. Chairman.] THE Committee understand you are a physician, residing
in Cheshire at present *—1 am residing in Cheshire on account of my health ;
but 1 still have a residence in Leeds, and am conneeted with the public institu-
tions of that town.

1668, Arc you acquainted with the state of the town of Leeds ?—I know it
intimately.

1660, Are you acquainted with this report of the condition of the town of
Leeds and its inhabitants, which was made by the statistical committee of the
town council a short time since, which was published in October 1839 :—1 am
a member of that committee, and am acquainted with the report.

1fizo. This report has been reprinted in the Quarterly Journal of the Statis-
tical Society of London }—I believe it has.

1671, For January 1840 7 —Yes,

1672, Being a member of this statistical committee in the town of Leeds,
you can inform the Committee generally, whether that report to which the
Committee is going to refer is accurate in its details >— 1 believe it is.

1673. Have you the means of knowing the general accuracy of the report
from the respectability of the parties who condueted it *—I have,

1674. From what you know, from the general condition, and the state and
respectability of the parties conducting it, have you any doubt whatever it is
substantially correet *—I have no doubt that it is substantially correct.

1675. There is a description, in that report, of the condition of the streets
in Leeds ; have you any doubt that that part of the report is correct +—I am
quite confident, from my own knowledge of the state of the streets, as well as
from my being assured from others of the fact, that those details have been
collected with very great care, and that the statements in the report are
correct.,

1676. Now the Committee wish to call your attention to the different wards.
With reference to the north ward, which is reported to contain 80 strects, they
say 37 are good, 14 middling, 15 bad, and 14 very bad. By the term * good,”
is meant the state of the surface. The word “ middling” is intended to apply
to streets that are paved, and which are now and then swept by the oceupiers of
the houses. “ Bad” is understood to be a term applied to half-paved streets,
which are never swept; and the * very bad,” to the broken and undulating
surfaces of those which are, at the same moment, a street, a pond, and a
midden or a dunghill, never swept, never cleaned nor drained ; all-absorbent, in
the fullest sense in which such term is applied. It is stated, that the condition
of some of the streets and dwellings in this ward is proverbially bad. Is
that the case ?—It is strietly true.

1fi77. They refer to the Leylands, Skinner's-lane, George-street, Union-street,
Ebenezer-street, Golden-buildings, Harper-street, Wellington-yard, and Boot
and Shoe-yard. All the streets and dwellings in this ward are stated to be
more or less deficient in sewerage, unpaved, full of holes, with deep channels.
formed by the rain, intersecting the roads, and annoying the passengers; some
ill-lighted ; some without lamps, with cellars sometimes so dangerously exposed,
that passengers are liable to frequent accidents, and sometimes rendered un-
tenantable by the overflowing of sewers, and other more offensive drains, with
ash-holes, &e. exposed to public view, and never emptied; or being wholly
wanting, as is frequently the case, the refuse is aceumulated in cellars, thrown

into
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into the streets, or piled against the walls. Is that an accurate description *—
It is an accurate deseription of the condition of the streets.

1678, It is stated, that in the Boot and Shoe-yard there are a number of
rooms, inhabited by 340 inhabitants; the number of rooms being about 57,
with an average of six persons to each room; the annual rental being 214 /.
That there are three out-offices, from one of which, during the period of the
cholera, 75 cart-loads of scil were removed by the order of the Commissioners,
and which is reported not to have been cleaned out since. There is no water
within a quarter of a mile; very few of the inhabitants possess vessels in which
to hold or to attach water. Is that a correct description ?—It is. If the Com-
mittee will allow me, 1 will add a fact or two in confirmation of the state-
ment. The Boot and Shoe-yard terminates in a cul de sac; there is no free

ssage of air through it ; there is no means whatever for the regular perflation
of the yard. From that yard I have reason to know, as one of the physicians
of the Fever Hospital in Leeds, that cases of malignant fever are continually
heing sent to our Fever Hospital.

1079, Does that arise, in your opinicn, from the neglect of these regulations
as to the cleansing, drainage, and ventilation ?—In some instances 1 have reason
to believe that the fever did originate in that negleet ; when, for instance, persons
in previously good health visited and lodged in the houses, and were very soon
afterwards seized with fever, and those who nursed them, from healthy districts,
were in succession attacked ; and in further confirmation of the fact, I may state
that in an adjoining yard, where all the circumstances of the people are very
similar, there was one house which for many years had been the seat of fever of
a very malignant character. Three vears ago the attention of the Commissioners
of Police was directed to the effect of the extremely imperfect drainage of the
surface water ; at that time a better escape for the refuse water was provided,
and since that period, I believe, we have not had a single case of fever from
that particular locality.

1680. Can there be any doubt that the circumstance which you have con-
firmed with respect to the cleansing, draining, and ventilation of this district,
has the effect of making any disorders of a contagious nature more virulent, and
less likely to be cured in that district >—I have had extensive experience in
reference to that locality favouring the dissemination and aggravation of cases
of malignant disease, and I have no doubt whatever of the injurious operation
of consequences to the public health.

1681. Are the inhabitants of the district which has been deseribed, chiefly of
the working or the poorer classes >—Almost altogether so; the great propor-
tion of them are the settled population, but they are mixed up with a large
portion of the more vagrant population. _

1682. Does not the character and station of the inhabitants and persons
inhabiting this district more partieularly call for attention in the drainage and
cleansing of the courts and elose places in which they live *—The scanty means
of support on which many of them subsist, and their peculiar exposure to the
causes of mental and physieal depression, render them, under such cireum-
stances of imperfect drainage and cleanliness, very liable to serious diseases, and
geem peculiarly to eall for precantionary measures.

1683. Now the Committee wish to eall your attention to the district called
the North-east Ward, containing 93 streets, which are of the following character :
27 zood, 19 middling, 31 bad, and 16 very bad ; it is stated that the bad are
very numerous, and consist chiefly of streets half middling, and the other half
very bad, having dangerous excavations, cellar-steps unprotected, bad drainage,
little or no sewerage, here and there pieces of stagnant water, ash-holes
exposed, out-offices without doors or seats, very unsafe, and filthy dark pas-
sages and flights of steps forming thoroughfares from one street to another,
worn out and exceedingly dungerous. Is that a correct deseription of the
state of that district 7—It is.

1684, Then it goes on to say, that there are several horrible places in this
ward, which are utterly impassable for filth of the most offensive description.
In Mabgate, a conziderable distance alongside the Beck is unprotected, and not
long since a child was drowned there. Is not the Beck a kind of open sewer
or rivulet into which the filth of the town flows :—Precisely so; a beck is a
brook or rivulet ; at the same time the river is used extensively for mercantile
purposes, it serves as a common receptacle for refuse matter.

Oud 7. o 1685. Ia
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1685. Is it open :—It is. I have to state in connexion with that fact, that
the river Aire, the Beck or brook, which was adverted to in the report, and
another small brook, receive all the refuse water and much of the filth which
is poured into the drains from the town.

1686-7. Is this district likewise inhabited chiefly by the working and poorer
claszes i—It is.

1688. Now turning to the East Ward, another ward of this town, it is deseribed
as in rather a better condition ; they say, however, that of 122 streets, 17 are
middling, 28 bad, and 42 very bad. They say there are a large number in as
bad a state as those previously deseribed ; that many Irish families live in some
parts of this ward, and keep pigs in the cellars which they themselves inhabit.
Is that an accurate deseription :—I believe it is.

1689, The South Ward, the Kirkgate Ward, the Mill-hill Ward, and the West
‘Ward, are stated to be in a better state than those which have heen adverted to,
but still that in cach of them there are several streets which fall under the
designation of middling, bad, and very bad. Is that an accurate description
1 believe it is so ; those parts of the town are chiefly oceupied by persons in
more easy and affluent cirenmstances.

16g0. In the North-west Ward, however, it states that there are 77 streets;
that 32 are good, 23 middling, 17 bad, and five very bad: the report goes on
to say, that in this cursory deseription of the superficial state of the wards,
more credit is allowed to the heading * zood,” than in common fairness ought
to be; then it goes on to say, the condition of all those where the population
is extremely dense, where the traffic i3 necessarily great, and where there is
hardly sufficient fall for sewerage, even if it were attempted, may be easily
imagined. The attention of the town council is directed to the following
points for consideration in this part of the survey: first, the want of out-offices
for the accommodation of the inhabitants, and the necessity of some surveil-
lance over these which may be said to be publie, for the purpose of maintaining
the general health ; secondly, the offensive practice which prevails of allowing
the conveniences outside of public-houses to remain exposed to public view ;
thirdly, the intersection of the publie streets with clothes lines ; fourthly, the
cellarz and steps which are unprotected in public causeways ; fifthly, the state
of the sewerage, and the consequences which ensue from a general want of it.
Now, without going into details on the first of those points, you are aware that
very great want of supervision and improvement is stated by the town couneil.
With respect to the three first points, the want of out-offices, and decent accom-
modation f5r the inhabitants, the offensive practice of allowing the conveniences
to remain exposed to public view, and also the intersection of public streets
with clothes-lines ; you are aware of that, are you not :—I am.

16g91. And the town-council report most strongly as to the necessity of
improvement in those respects ; do they not :—They do.

1692. Do you recollect this fact, which is stated in the report: the inter-
section of the streets with clothes-lines is an anomaly in street regulations ; in
the township of Leeds, out of the total number of 586 streets, 276, or nearly
one-half, are weekly so full of lines and linen as to be impassable for horses
and earriages, and almost for foot-passengers ; is that a correct statement :—
It is.

16ig3. They state the want of any distinet place for the working classes for
their important domestic purposes i~—There is no place for washing or drying
clothes sufficiently near the town to be generally available by the working classes.

1694. They state also, without going into minute particulars, the necessity
of some improvement, with respect to the cellar openings and steps of the
causeways ; that many accidents have occurred for want of due precaution ; is
that the ecase '—1It is so0, and has been so.

16g5. Now the last point to which the Committee will revert is the most
important of them all, and that is with respect to the state of the sewerage.
They state that although a great deal of doubtful information has been rejected,
yet much valuable matter has been obtained ; and the general result is summed
up in these words, showing that the sewerage and drainage of the township of
Leeds is exceedingly deficient, and altogether inapplieable to the wants of so
large a population ; is that a correct statement:—The extreme deficiency of
the sewernge and drainage is universally admitted.

1696. They

-

-
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1696. They enter into particulars with respect to various streets and wards,
showing the inefficiency of the present system, and the necessity of some
improvement ; do you, from your medical knowledge, believe that to be neces-
sary for the health of the inhabitantsi—I am quite satisfied, from a very
careful observation, that the health of the inhabitants suffers very materially
from want of a proper sewerage, not only in the occasional breaking out of
malignant diseases, but in the deteriorating effects of foul air, and noxious
emanations from the surface, upon the general health and comfort of the
pﬂ;]:‘jl;;_ Now with respect to the general neglect of sewerage, the Committee is
going to call your attention to some particular instances: The report says,
that in the spring of 1839, during several days of uninterrupted wet weather,
that this sewer in Regent-street was engorged, and emptied itself into the cellar
dwellings of that densely populated and lowly situated neighbourhood, pro-
ducing all the results of malaria, and rendering the health, and even the lives
of the inhabitants precarious; have you any doubt of the accuracy of that
statement —1I am not able to confirm the report from any experience of my
own, nor do I recollect the particular facts, but I presume it is correct.

1608. Have you any doubt, from the character of the %:rsuns making that

rt, that it is correct?—I believe it is so. I have frequently traced the
irruption of disease to the reflux of the contents of drains to their sources.

1Gg¢. It is stated that so fatal were the effects, that the registrar of that dis-
trict made a report, that during the period in question, there were in that
neighbourhood two births to three deaths, whilst in all the other districts there
were three births to two deaths. Then they go on to say, other populous
districts are shown in the report to be wholly without sewers, or so inade-
quately provided, that they could derive no advantage from them; is that a
correct statement 7—I have no doubt that the relative proportion of births and
deaths is a correct report, but I am not prepared to support the inference which
is drawn from it, because there may be other causes to which it is aseribed than
those co-operating.

1700. You think that though the inference might be a mistaken one, yet the
fact is correct *—1 think it is extremely doubtful whether it did arise exelusively
from that caunse.

1701. It says, other populous districts are shown in the report to be wholly
without sewers, or so inadequately provided, that they could derive no advan-
tage from them ; you have no doubt as to that, have you —I have not.

1702. It is said that in some of the areas of the houses, the cellars and
dwellings are seldom dry ; that with respect to several streets, the inhabitants
of the town from time to time have vainly attempted to repair these streets
with shovelsful of ashes, and soil, and refuse water standing in every hole where
a lodgment can be made, there to remain until absorbed by wind or sun, a
perpetual nuisance to the eye, and a perpetual fever to the whole body. Now,
without exactly drawing the same inference, do you know that to be the
general condition of many of the streets there:—I believe that these state-
ments will apply to many of the streets, bzuratively.

1703. They state that there are some streets on the York-road, where every
house has a ﬁll‘ﬂlI!—l'ﬁOI(.‘ under its eellars, full of :Il-p:mit, 1|:}ng sinee stagnant ;
that there are parts upon the north-east and north wards, the cellars of which
are humid and dark, with undrained land and regurgitating sewers, and they
state these various deseriptions of the neglect of sewerage and drainage to be
the cause of ill health to the inhabitants ; do you believe those statements to be
correct -—I have no doubt those statements are correct.

1704. Now, they state that the population of the north-east ward, which is
of a very bad description, which the Committee had before, is 16,269, and
that of those 15,399 consist of the working classes ; have you any doubt of the
accuracy of that statement —-1 have no doubt that that is true.

1705. They state the difficulty, under the present powers, of remedying
these evils, and they say in one part of it that in many instances, where the
property of one street is in many hands, one-half of the landlords have origi-
nally completed their respective parts as regards paving and sewering, but the
cupidity, obstinacy, or poverty, or all combined, of other owners, or even of
a single one, has prevented the improvement of the whole; have you any

0.47. 02 doubt
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Dr. J, Willigmicn, doubt that that would be the case?—No: I have no doubt that such diffi-

3 April 1840,

culties exist, and 1 will mention a fact in corroboration of this statement : the
owners of property in a considerable street were anxious to have their street
drained ; but the only sewer with which they eould connect the drains going
through their street belonged to the proprietor of an adjoining street, who not
being satisfied with the premium they proposed to give him for allowing the
drains of the new street to be comneected with his sewer, no drainage was
effected, and the only provision which the greater part of this street now has,
for the removal of its foul water and other filth, is in the construction of
a number of sump-holes or cess-pools, from the emanations from which I have
frequently observed serious injury to arise to the health of the inhabitants.

1706, Then the obstinacy or cupidity of one individual prevented an im-
provement which would have been of great advantage, in a sanitary point of
view, to a very considerable population r—Certainly.

1707. Then such a system, in your opinion, requires some remedy :—There
seems nothing but a new legislative enactment adequate to meet such an evil,

1708. The general conelusion of the town-council upon this part of the
case is, they say, one thing is certain, that the greater part of the town is in a
most filthy condition, which demands an immediate remedy; a remedy which
does mot seem attainable under any loeal Act now existing, but ealls for an
especial enactment, which is doubtless required not only for Leeds, but, more
or less, for every town in the empire. Can you confirm that portion of it that
relates to Leeds =—1I ean, most certainly.

1709. Does your observation, as far as you have had an opportunity of form-
ing an opinion, with respeet to other large fowns that you know, confirm that
opinion with respect to those towns :—I believe the circumstances of many
other towns in this respect are similar, and require some remedy.

1710, Now the Committee wish to call your attention to another point, and
that is as to the construction of the houses in some of these distriets and the
ventilation ; the Committee are informed that there are a great number of
houses, inhabited by the poorer classes, that are built as it were back to back,
so as there is no eurrent of air. Is that the case *—It is a very common mode
adopted in the construction of the houses.

1711. Is not that very injurious to the health of the inhabitants, by not
allowing to densely-crowded houses, such as those inhabited by the poorer
classes frequently are, and also not kept very clean; is it not highly important
that there should be some mode in which air might pass through, so as to
ventilate them *—1I conceive it is of the greatest importance to their health,
and also to their moral and soeial condition.

1712. You think this construction of their houses is injurious to their health
— Exceedingly.

1713. Now are there not in this town, as well as in many others inhabited
by the working elasses, a considerable number of alleys and courts in which
the houses are near together, and in which they are built in a cul de sac, where
there is no open space at the end?—Connected with a few of the principal
streets, there are numerous lateral alleys or yards in which a free cireulation
of air is entirely prevented by their close construction, and their partial closure
at their extremities,

1714. Iz not such a construction alse likely to be very injurious to the health
of the inhabitants »—1I am quite satisfied it 1s.

1715. Are you aware that at present there is no power, by means of either
sanitary regulations or legal enactment, for preventing such construction »
Having been many years extremely anxious to promote improvements in the
dwellings of the operative classes of Leeds, I have made many inqguiries to ascer-
tain if the law would assist any authorities to enforce a better mode of con-
struction of houses and streets, and I have found that no adequate provision
exists for that purpose.

1716. Would it not then be of the first consequence to the welfare of the
working classes, that there should be some general regulation laid down, either
in a general building Act, or some Act generally applicable, not for interfering
with the general construction of houses, but for preventing their being built in
such a form and manner as experience has shown is highly detrimental to the
health of the poorer inhabitants :—The working classes are now exposed to the

evils arising from cupidity and defective arrangements of many of their land-
lords,
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lords, and they appear to me to require the protection of some such general Dr. J. Williamson,
enactment improve their condition.

1717. Such general regulation might be earried out by local authorities in
such a way as might be found most practicable >—There would be no difficulty,
1 should consider, in doing that.

1718, Buch a regulation would fall under the general prineiple recognized by
our law, that you shall so use vour own property as not to injure your neigh
bours ; would it not +—Certainly.

1710. In consequence of the neglect of such provision, and other necessary
provisions and sanitary regulations as regards the state of the working classes,
have you any doubt that fever and disorders are generated and increased,
causing thereby great expense, subsequently, to the other classes *—I am quite
sure that contagious diseases are frequently engendered from such causes, and
propagated from the lower classes to those under more favourable cireum-
stances, and that the general atmosphere of tewns so situated as Leeds, impreg-
nated as it is with those offensive exhalations, must prove directly injurious to
the health and comfort of all classes:; and also that the exposure to these
alleged causes of disease of the poorer classes must entail upon the other classes
of society a very great augmentation of expense in maintaining the former when
gick, and in meeting the various other casualties arising out of their illnesses.

1720. That is to say, that a great expense is cast upon the richer classes by
means of the illness, the weakness, the debility, and the loss of their parents,
consequent in many cases from fevers, and from disorders generated by this
neglect P—Certainly.

1721. Now in this district of Leeds it is stated, that nearly 13 out of 17 of
the whole town eonsist of the working classes ; is this the case >—That is true
1 believe.

1722, In a town so situated care with regard to sanitary regulations seems
more peeuliarly neeessary ; does it not F—Undoubtedly.

1723. But in this instance it seems very greatly and grossly neglected :—
Very opprobriously so.

1724. Does there not want, in your opinion, some increased powers for
drainage and sewerage in this town, under some general Act, the provisions of
which might be enforced by the local authorities *—It would be one of the
greatest boons imaginable to such large towns, if the evils complained of could
be met by a general enactment.

1725. Are you aware that, under the local Act of Leeds, there is no power,
even if a sewer comes quite close to a house, to oblige the proprietor of it to
communicate with it by means of an underground drain *—In the local Act of
Leeds there is no such power.

1720. Do you not think that some such power would be a very material
advantage to the health of the district >—Unquestionably.

1727. Do you know many instances of negleet in landlords of these sorts of
dwellings, tenanted by the working classes, that mneglect to communicate
in the way that has been mentioned *—I know a great many instances of
neglect on the part of landlords of ever attempting to comnect their respec-
tive properties with sewers by means of under-ground drains.

1728. In a town inhabited by s0 a large a portion of the working classes
there is no doubt a vast number of children *—A large portion of the inhabi-
tantz, of course, are children.

1729. Isit your opinion that the negleet of cleanliness, deceney, and the
removal of filth and dirt from the courts and houses in which these poor
persons reside has an injurious effect upon the moral character of the people,
as well as upon their physical condition *—I am quite sure that the physical
depression arising from these causes exercises a very powerful influence in
producing a morbid state of the animal feelings, and in lowering the moral
tone of the people.

17530. Do you think that it has a more peculiar effect upon the young popu-
lation who are just coming into life, and who are exposed to the evils conse-
quent upon being in these dirty, neglected, and miserable dwellings and courts
—I should conceive it has a less prejudicial effect of a moral kind upon the
children than upon adults; but, physically, it is more injurious to the earlier
periods of life.

1731. Do you not think, that if the children go to any schools where they
may be well instructed and well taught, where cleanliness and decency of
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deportment may be enforced, and where kind manners towards each other
may be taught them, that the evil examples they find immediately around
them, and the neglect of cleanliness and decency they see every moment
about thein, tend to neutralize very much any thing that they might learn at the
schools —1 have no doubt of it: and I believe sueh filthiness and disorder
experienced at home loosens the domestic principle so materially as to ope-
rate very detrimentally on the characters of children. T mean to say, that the
disorder and filthiness of many of the houses, by rendering home the objeet of
dizgust to children, exposes them to various injurious influences out of doors.

1732. Was not the same cause a tendency to drive the adults from their
homes to publie-houses and spirit-shops, instead of finding their comforts by
their fireside ?—1 believe it does, and one ean searcely wonder at men bein
tempted to frequent the public-houze when one inspeets the wretchedness mﬁ
squalor of some of their dwellings. -

1733. With respect to the children, you consider that the example they see
around them in their homes and the streets where their dwellings are situated,
has a considerable effeet in doing away with the advantage which they would
receive from good instruction at the schools :—I am quite sure it has.

1734. Are you of opinion that no system of good instruction carried on at
the schools, even if extended to all the children of these poorer classes, would
be effectual unless some improvement took place with regard to those points
which affect the situation of the dwellings which has been spoken about :—I
helieve the benefits arising from education would be very much neutralized by
continued neglect on these points.

1735. Are there any considerable schools in Leeds for the children of the
working classes —There are several large publie schools for the working classes ;
day schools and Sunday schools.

1736. Are there any t]JII::lj,r grounds of an adequate size appended to the
sehools for the children of the working classes in which they might take exer-
cise during those hours which intervene between the hours of study :—With
the exeeption of the infant school, I am not aware that any of the publie
schools at Leeds have such grounds connected with them,

1737. Does it not appear to you that some such provision would be of great
advantage to the children of the working classes, giving them the means of
exercise, and the means of having their minds at ease, during the period they
were not at their lessons *—1I believe it would be very beneficial to their health,
and a direct means of promoting their moral improvement.

1738, Iz there any open ground reserved in the vicinity of Leeds to which
the humbler classes can resort, either as a public walk to go to with their
families on a Sunday or on a holiday, or to which they could go for the pur-
pose of exercising themselves in any of the sports or amusements which they
may occasionally resort to on a holiday *—There is a considerable open ground
about a mile from Leeds, called Wood-house Moor, which is open to the
working eclasses, and where some of them are frequently found taking exercise.

1730. Is that tolerably well drained; have any pains been taken with it,
either for draining or laying it out, so as to have a good gravel-walk or seats,
or any of that kind of accommodation which would be useful in the vieinity of
50 large a town *—Three years ago it was drained, chiefly for the purpose of
furnishing employment to the working classes, who were then suffering from
the want of work, but it has no accormmodation in the shape of seats, nor is it
laid out in walks.

1740. Mr. Cowper.] Are the working classes in the habit of repairing there
on Sundays 1 do not think it is particularly the rendezvous of the working
classes on Sundays; those of them who take exercise are generally found
walking on the public roads in two or three directions from the town.

1741. It is not frequented by the labouring classes on a week-day, is it '—
Not to any great extent.

1742. Chairman.] Are there any regulations with respect to their conduet,
and =0 on, soas to prevent riots, and yet at the same time ensure their having
the use of it for amusement*—This ground is used occasionally for public
purposes, as at the elections, when provision is made for the keeping of publie
order by the appointment of the police, but that is not the case on ordinary
oceasions. It i3 also used by the military. ¥ 1

1743. Are there any fairs, or meetings of that nature :-——There is annually
a fair,

1744, Ave
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1744. Are there any regulations at that time with respect to the police, so
as to prevent drunkenness and disorder ¢ There is no special regulation.

1745. What is the state of Leeds with regard to the supply of water 7—1It is
exceedingly deficient; Leeds is supplied with water principally from the river,
the contents of which are exeeedingly impure, from a few public wells, and by
water-carts.

1746. Do you not eonsider that a due supply of good water is one of the
first necessaries, and one of the first advantazes towards a good state of the
health of the working classes in many populous distriets :—I think it iz impos-
sible to over-estimatz the importance of a plentiful supply of geod water to
the working classes as a means of promoting their health and comfort.

1747. Leeds iz considered the first town in the kingdom as regards the
woollen trade, is it not :—It is the leading town as regards the woollen trade.

1748. And it has been increasing in population most rapidly within the last
30 years, has it not *—It has nearly doubled its population within the last 30
years ; in faet, it has doubled its population.

1740. And during that time, it appears from the account given in this report,
and which you have confirmed, that no due provision and regulation has been
made with respect to drainage, sewerage and cleansing, ventilation and
building, and for the supply of water for this vast community ?—Certainly not,
with the exception of a better supply of water.

1750. Do you not think, as a medical man, resident in the town, and cog-
nizant of the state of the inhabitants, that these matters call most imperatively
upon the Legislature for some assistanee —I very decidedly think so; and no
subject of greater real importanee could engage the attention of the Legislature,

1751. The Committee have called your attention to the effect of this neglect
upon the health and upon the moral condition of the adults, and also upon the
children in Leeds ; now have you any doubt that the consequence of this neg-
lect has also been to cause in the minds of many of them great discontent and
dissatisfaction *—1 have no doubt it has; though, in reference to most of them,
I fear there is an illpnth}r or awant of perception of the evil results of the peculiar
circumstances under which they are living,

752. Mr. Cowper.] Will you explain the nature of the effect produced by
a confined and impure atmosphere upon the health of the persons exposed to
it =—Our impure atmosphere acts injuriouly upon the health of those exposed
toit; at one time, from the existence of some subtle influence, apparently of the
nature of a poison, generated by the decomposition of animal and vegetable
matters, in situations defectively drained or sewered, or by the assemblage of a
large number of living persons in a very confined atmosphere ; at other times,
the foul air operates prejudicially upon the health by the cxeess of carbonie acid
gas, the product of respiration, and which is deleterious to human beings. The
mere circumstance of excessive moisture, espeeially if conjoined with deficient
light, is prejudicial.

1753. And the exposure to these injurious influences weakens the frame and
constitutions of the persons who are exposed to it *—Certainly ; it weakens the
frame, and predisposes to mauny diseases, and directly induces others.

1754. What effect has it upon the digestive organs?—Its effect on the
digestive organs is very perceptible, though it is probable, in such instances
where it operates prejudicially upon the digestive organs, it acts through the
medium of the general constitution, and amongst the humbler classes such
canses act more intensely, from defective or improper diet.

1755. Have you observed that in the treatment of these PEFSONS, you are
obliged to have recourse to less violent remedies than you have to people living
In a purer atmosphere *—Persons living exposed to this peculiar noxious
influence seldom bear the use of those active depleting measures which are
sometimes necessary for the removal of disease.

1750. Do you believe, that when two generations has successively inhabited
a district of the nature to which you have alluded, that the children become
weaker and smaller in stature than other children do*—1I ean have no doubt
that the exposure of several successive generations of persons to sueh cireum-
stances, must permanently enfeeble the system and deteriorate the offspring.

. 1757. Mr. erwi.'] Do you know the state of the sewerage of the larger streets
n Leeds ?—Some of the larger streets in Leeds are comparatively well sewered,
but these are the great thoroughfares.

1758. To what extent do you mean to say the sewers of those large strects
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go; are they merely side-drains on each side of the street to carry off the
surface water, or do they consist of one large sewer passing down the centre of
the street, for the purpose of carrying off all the foul water from the several
houses in the street *—The drains in the streets comparatively well sewered, to
which I have alluded, traverse the middle of the streets, are large, and receive
the supply of foul water from the houses on each side of the streets, but having
been constructed at different times, they are not always well adjusted to each
other.

1759. In many respectable houses, at some little distance from those sewers to
which you have adverted, how do they get rid of the supply, and empty their
privies, and matters of that description *—The contents of their privies arve
periodically carried away by carts, and cess-pools are frequently formed, in
connexion with those houses, to receive the refuse water proceeding from
them.

1700, Does your last observation apply also to the streets which you have
said have very good sewers =—No, it does not apply to the streets which have
very good sewers, the inhabitants of such streets having sufficient means for
the removal of their refuse water by these common under-ground drains.

1761. How many streets in Leeds should you say were well sewered
really cannot tell ; but certainly not half of them,

1702, You said the town of Leeds was supplied with water from the river;
do you mean merely by drawing it from the river, or is there any water-works
by which it is thrown up to the houses of the several streets:r—There are
water-works to throw up the water from the river into four or five reservoirs,
from which it is conveyed to the different parts of the town ; but the supply
is g0 extremely scanty that it was found necessary three years ago to apply to
Parliament for an Act for a new water-works company, which was obtained,
and another and more ample supply of good water is expected to be brought
to the town in the course of two years.

1763. At the present moment is there any supply of water in these poorer
parts of the town :—These poorer parts of the town are most miserably sup-
plied with water, chiefly from the river.

1764. Do you mean by means of the water-works *—By means of the water-
works, and by means of earts which hawk water about; and I will mention, to
show the extreme scarcity of water in Leeds, that some poor families have
paid as much as 2 s. a week for the water which was hawked about in earts.

1765. Mr. Walker.] The water is supplied from the river Aire, is it not >—
Yes.

1766. The river at Leeds is full of impurities, is it not *—It is; it receives
all the foul and excrementitions matters from the various sewers.

1707. And likewise all the impurities from the dye-works and mills *—Yes ;
and from all the various manufacturing operations.

1767*, The water is pumped from the river and lifted up to the reservoir, is
it not -—Yes.

1768, Is there a good system of filtration adopted *—A very imperfect one
exists.

1760. Consequently the water which is used by the inhabitants is of a very
impure description, is it not 7 —Decidedly.

1770. Must not that have a very detrimental effect upon the health of the
inhabitants -—Certainly. Under the provisions of the new Act for the esta-
blishment of a new water-works company, arrangements exist for the gratuitous
supply of the poorer classes with purer water.

1771. How far does that extend 7—It extends nearly through the whole
township of Leeds, and through parts of some of the adjoining townships of
Hunslet and Holbeck ; those are populous townships adjoining, and forming
parts of the borough of Leeds.

1772. From what part of the district does the supply arise which is contem-
plated by the new Aet of Parliament *—Its source is about eight miles from
Leeds, in a north-westerly direction, in the neighbourhood of Harewood.

1773. The supply from that quarter will be of a purer description :—It
will.

1774. Have you amy public baths in Leeds >—We have two public baths in
Leeds ; one which containg bathing accommodation of a superior order, which
is principally resorted to by the better class ; and another bathing fﬁtﬂbﬁﬁhm'!i]lt:

the
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the terms of which are low, and which is to a certain extent used hy the
working classes. :

1775. Are the working classes obliged to pay something for the accommo-
dation *—They are.

1776. Can you state the amount ?—1I think 2 d., but the working classes also
bathe in summer a good deal in the river and in the canal.

1777. Is there a general disposition in the working classes to avail themselves
of that recreation ?—I should not think there was ; there is a remarkable apathy
among all classes upon the importance of bathing, as a means of preserving
health.

1778. Do you consider that a ver{_'l important element =—1I consider it has a
very important relation to the health of the community.

1779. Have you great numbers of Irish workmen in Leeds ?—I believe we
have from 4,000 to 5,000 Irish persons who live in Leeds ; they are chiefly of
the operative class.

1780. They are probably the very poorest class ?—They are many of them of
the very poorest class; some of them, however, are very skilful artisans, and in
better circumstances.

1781. Does your answer vefer to the township and borough, or to the town-
ship only —To the township enly; the township and borough contain nearly
10,000.

’1?32. Are they generally employed as artisans or common labourers i—They
are employed, some of them, in the various processes of manufacture, especially
in the worsted and woollen trade, and others are employed as labourers.

1783. Do you see any marked difference between the apparent comforts
existing in the dwellings of the Irish and the English operatives :—The
domestic comforts of the Irish are generally much fewer than those of the
English labourer. : :

1784. Do they generally reside in entire houses, or do they huddle together
in families in one building :—They congregate very much together in families
and in lodging-houses.

1785. Does their residence in Leeds oceasion apparently any improvement in
their habits, after having sojourned there for some time*—I think I have
observed, in many of the Irish, an improvement with regard to their character
and habits of life after many years' residence.

1786. Are the habits of the working classes of Leeds at all acted upon by
the temperance societies i(—1 know that many of the most abandoned and pro-
fligate members of society have been reclaimed by temperance societies; but I
should not think that hitherto the temperance societies have effected any general
amelioration in the habits of the working classes in Leeds; but they probably
have, in some degree, checked the progress of intemperance.

1787. Chairman.] Doez the use of ardent spirits still prevail to a great
extent i—It does, to a great extent.

1788, Chiefly amongst the poorer classes?—Chiefly amongst the poorer
classes,

178g. You have before said, that you thought they were driven to it in some
measure by the neglect of comfort in and about their homes *—A great many
of the habitual spirit-drinkers are those whose circumstances of life are the
most destitute.

1700. Are there many lodging-houses of the lower class in Leeds —There is
a great number; but I cannot say the precise number.

1701. What is the state of them. Are you acquainted with the state of
them with regard to cleanliness, whitewashing, and ventilation, and other sani-
tary regulations as regards the lodging-houses to which the poorer classes
resort :—1I have visited several of them in the course of my duty as one of the
physicians of the Fever House, and their condition was for the most part very
defective, and often dirty and neglected.

1792. What was the state of the internal part of those lodging-houses that
you have looked into?—They are fl‘ﬂiuund}r crowded with inhabitants. In
some instances 16 persoms were found in a room from 15 feet by 13 feet, and
9 feet high, with one small window, which, during the day and night, was kept
entirely Einml The same room served as the day and sleeping apartment.

1703. Then the ventilation was entirely neglected :—The ventilation, in
many cases, was entirely neglected.

0.47. P 1794. Now,
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1794. Now, with respect to cleansing, whitewashing, and other obvious regu-
lations for health in these crowded lodging-houses, are they neglected or
attended to *—FExcept during times of public alarm, on the approach of serious
epidemics, or when the officers of the Fever Hospital, or some benevolent
person, casually interfered, the whitewashing and cleansing of these places is
very frequently overlooked.

1795. Is there any system of regular inspection as to the state of these
receptacles for the poorer classes, or any system of enforcing better ventilation
or better cleansing *—There is none but of the most incidental nature.

1706. There is no regular system :—There is no regular system.

1797. Can you have any doubt that the neglect of such a system of regula-
tion, with respect to sanitary provisions of these crowded lodging-houses, is the
cause of disorders being cireulated amongst so dense a population *—1T have had
many proofs of the diffusion of malignant disorders from these lodging-houses,
to all classes of the population.

1708, You think then that some power of enforeing the due inspection and
regulation would be necessary to prevent the spread of contagious disorders *—
I think it would be highly beneficial and useful.

1700. Do you not think it is quite as necessary for the advantage of the
humbler elasses as it would be for their richer neighbours *—Quite =o.

1800, You are acquainted, from visiting professionally the town of Bradford,
with the general state of it, are you not r—I am.

1801, Is not Bradford a large town, in which the inhabitants are occupied
for the most part in the manufacture of woollen stufis from the West Riding of
Yorkshire :—It is.

1802, The population is nearly 100,000, is it not :(—It is.

1803. And has rapidly increased within the last few years -
the fact.

1804. Now, without entering into a minute account, will you state to the
Committee what, in your opinion, is the state of the town of Bradford, the most
populous distriets of it, inhabited by the working classes, with regard to the
sewerage, draining and cleansing, ventilation, and sanitary regulations of their
houses :—I have never examined the town of Bradford, in reference to this
subject, with the same attention as I have the borough of Leeds. 1 know
nothing of the under-drains ; but I have noticed that the surfaces of many of
the streets are unpaved, and like many of those described in the statistical
report of Leeds, present continually accumulations of animal and vegetable
matter, which must act very perniciously upon the health of the people. In
many of the streets of Bradford, which I have occasionally passed through,
oceupied chiefly by the working classes, there appeared the same characters of
discomfort and want of cleanliness that have been described in eonnexion with
Leeds, heaps of putrescent animal and vegetable matter, filling the air with foul
exhalations.

1805. With respect to the close courts, and the houses built without any
means of thorough ventilation, does that oceur also in Bradford, in many
instances, the same as it does in Leeds > =T should think not in so many
instances as in Leeds.  Bradford seems to present great facilities for the effectual
drainage of the town, but I conceive it is much neglected in that respect.

1800, Then the general necessity of some legislative enactment, conferring
powers for the purpose of sanitary regulations, appears to you to be applicable
to the populous town of Bradford, as well as to Leeds =—It does.

1807. Are there any other towns as to the state of which you can give the
Committee any information *—Huddersfield, Dewsbury, and some other of the
large towns- of the West Riding of Yorkshive, I have some acquaintance with,
though not of so minute a nature as with regard to Leeds; and I am decidedly
of opinion that they would benefit very largely by some such general enactmeut

as has been suggested.

Yes, that is

Richard Cobden, Esq. called in; and Examined.

1808, Chairman.] DO you reside at Manchester :—I do. 1
1800. Are you well acquainted with the committee of the Manchester Statis-
tical Society *—1 know the whole of the members of the committee intimately.

1810. Do you know that within a few years past, they have been engaged
1
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in minute inquiries into the condition of the working classes, in several of the
populous towns in the neighbourhood *—They have.

1811, Do you know that they have made a minute inquiry into the state of
the working classes, and into the state of their dwellings at Manchester, at
Salford, at Bury, at Ashton, at Staleybridge, and at Duckinfield ?—1I do.

1812. Do you recollect a report of the Committee, entitled, a © Report of the
Manchester Statistical Society, on the Condition of the Working Classes in an
Extensive Manufacturing District ” *—I do.

1813. In the years 1834, 1835, and 1836 ; —Yes.

1814. It was read at the statistical seetion of the British Association at
Liverpool, in the year 1837, was it not '—It was.

1815. Now, from your knowledge of the persons composing that committee,
have you any doubt that it is substantially correct —None whatever.

1816. The population of those towns is stated, in page 5 of the report, to be,
Manchester 200,000, Salford 55,000, Bury 20,000, Ashton 22,000, Staley-
bridge, 17,200, Duckinfield 8,600 ; total, 322,200. The report states that the
class of houses visited by the committee’s agent, and which alone this inquiry
comprises, was that inhabited obviously by the working population, and those
below the rank of shopkeepers. Are you cognizant that that is the case !—
That is the case.

1817. A curious faet is stated in pagze 6, as to the proportion of the working
population, that is, the population considered with reference to the total popu-
lation of each of the =ix towns, which turned out to be 64 per cent. in the
borough of Manchester, 74 in the borough of Salford, 71 in the borough of
Bury, 81 in Ashton, 90 in Staley-bridge, and 94 in Duckinfield. It states in
page 8, that the proportion of the working population residing in cellars, is in
the borough of Manchester 11§ per cent,,in the borough of Salford eight per
cent. ; is that an accurate account *—I believe it is.

1818. You are aware that the society also gave an account of the state of
Liverpool, are you not :—I am.

1819. Do you recollect facts being stated at the meeting at Liverpool, with

rd to the numbers of the population at Liverpool who reside in cellars 1—
I1do; and the fact was disputed by the Liverpool gentlemen present; they
employed their own police to ascertain the facts, and the next day they cor-
roborated the Manchester report, and found that the account was understated ;
the numbers living in cellars was understated.

1820. It appears that the first report that was given, and which was at first
disbelieved, was that in the parish of Liverpool, there were 1,964 courts, and
6,506 cellars; and that in portions of four other townships, including prin-
cipally the limits of the borough, there were 307 courts, and 987 cellars,
making a total in the borough of Liverpool. according to the first account, of
2,271 courts, and 7,493 cellars. That was the account given by the Statistical
Society of Manchester, the first time. Have you any doubt of the truth of it ?
—None whatever.

1821. Now, there is an account given in a letter from Mr. Whitty, the head
constable, and which is cited in this report on the condition of the working
clagses, in 2 note, and it states (it is dated September 1837), “I have great
pleasure in fulfilling the promise made to you during the conversation in the
Statistical Section, as to the inhabited cellars of Liverpool; I had an accurate
return made to me this morning by the inspectors, and the following is the
result : North division, 4,004 inhabited cellars ; South division, 3,8538; total
7,862 ; showing an excess, in reality, over the former statement, of upwards of
360." Now, do you remember that circumstance ?—1I do.

1822, Bo that in consequence of that circumstance, no doubt remains what-
ever upon your mind as to the general accuracy of the report /—None
whatever.

1823. Now, it is stated, in the same aceount =o eited, of the number of the
inhabited cellars, that no court was counted in which two or more families did
not reside ; and that above one-third of the whole numbers contained six
or more families; and few of the courts had more than one outlet. Do you
remember that 7—I do.

18324. Is not that a state of construction which evidently would be wery
hostile to the health of the inhabitants —Execeedingly.

1825. Now the report goes on to say, that no cellars were included in the
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above number, in which the oceupants did not sleep, as well as live by day ;
nor was any aceount taken of those oecupied as gin-shops ; and these were Iiu:,
observations upon it, made in the report: “The great proportion of the in-
habited cellars were damp, dark, confined, ill ventilated and dirty.” Is that a
correct account 7—1I¢ is.

1820, A caleulation is then entered into, from which the following is an ex-
tract : that there would be 31,000 persons inhabiting cellars in Liverpool, out
of a total population of 230,000 ; or taking the working population at two-
thirds of the whole, that would be about 20 per cent. of that portion of the
community. Have you any doubt of the accuracy of that statement >—I have
none whatever.

1827. Is not this account a melancholy account, as it regards the healthi-
ness of the construction of the dwellings of these poorer inhabitants >—I
think it is.

1828, Now can you have any doubt that the result of it is a very consider-
able injury to their health ?—I should not doubt it.

1829. Do you recollect that in Mr. Witty’s letter, which showed a greater
number of inhabited cellars than in the former account, there are these words :
“ Allowing five inmates to a cellar,—and that number is rather under the
average, the number of persons living in cellars in this town will therefore he
39,310 ;" that is, referring to the increased number, which the second inquiry
had shown was the case -—Yes.

1830. There are then some remarks to show that poverty is not always the
reason why the poorer people like to get into cellars, but that having an
outside door, and a complete domain of their own, is one of the causes >—That
is stated by Mr. Witty, I am aware.

1831, Could you, without going minutely into the subject, give the Com-
mittee your opinion as to the state of drainage, cleansing, and ventilation of
the dwellings of the poorer classes, in the more confined districts of Manchester ?
—It is not a subject upon which I am prepared to speak with any accuracy at
all. Tn large towns rapidly increasing, such as our manufacturing towns are,
there will be necessarily a great number of streets not paved, and not soughed,
which of course must be exceedingly prejudicial to health ; butin those parts of
Manchester which are under the management of commissioners appointed for
the purpose, | should say they are as well cleansed and soughed as any town of
the same magnitude in the kingdom, or, in fact, as any town can be.

1832, From your knowledge as a member of the Statistical Society of Man-
chester, have you any doubt of the accuracy of those statements which have
been referred to 7—1 am sure they may be relied upon.

1833. In a table, which is table the third in the report of the committee of
the Statistical Society of Manchester, in reference to the opinion as to the
working classes, the number of persons resident in cellars in Manchester and
Salford are stated thus, viz.: In Manchester, 14,960 ; that is to say, persons
oceupying cellars, and also others boarding with them; and in Salford, 5,335 ; is
that correct #—I believe that to be correct.

Edmund dshworth, Esq. called in ; and Examined.

1834. Chawrman.] WHERE do you reside 7—At Turton, near Bolton,

1835. The neighbourhood of Bolton has very rapidly increased in its popula-
tion within the last few years, has it not ?—It has, very much so.

1836, What is the population of Bolton :—Within the borough, about 50,000,

1837. Does not a considerable portion of this population of Bolton consist
of the working elasses *—A very considerable portion does.

1838. Has a great increase in the habitations and buildings for the habita-
tions of the working classes taken place within the vicinity of Bolton lately ?—
A very considerable increase has taken place within the last 15 or 20 years.

1830. Are many of those habitations run up without much regard to any
particular rules, referable to their formation, as regards the health of the
inhabitants >—I consider a great portion of them are built more with regard
to economy in the outlay than convenience to the inhabitants.

1540, Are
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1840. Are many of them built back to back, so as that no thorough ventila- E. gebworek, Esq.
tion can take place i—A very great portion of them are built back to back, and =7
consequently there is no thorough ventilation ; heside which, the u'nter-cln:smt 3 April 1840
conveniences are crowded, perhaps in the centre of a street of hop.scs, malnnlg
the space of ground, which otherwise would have been a cottage, into a public
receptacle for the whole street.

1841. Isnot such a construction, in your opinion, and the opinion of medical
men whom you have conversed with, highly injurious to the health of the work-
ing classes >—Such a construction is, in mwy opinion, very injurious, but I have
had very little conversation with medical men on the subject.

1842. Now, with reference to the mode of laying them out, with regard to
sewerage, drainage, and the facilities of the wet and dirt being carried off; is
there a considerable neglect as regards all those provisions —I consider, speak-
ing generally, that there is a very great neglect, in towns like Dolton and Man-
chester ; there are Acts for the sewerage and drainage of the streets, but I have
much to regret the inefficient manner in which the provisions of those Acts are
enforeed. ;

1843. Then there are no building Acts, either local or general, which pre-
vent this mode of building, back to back ; or prevent courts being built with-
out any ventilation to them?—I am not aware of any building Act which
applies to Manchester.

1844. Do you not think that some such regulation as would have the effect
of preventing the construction of dwellings injurious to the health of the
working classes, would be proper and right *—Looking at the interference
which such an Act would have with individuals building single cottages, it
would be objectionable ; but where communities are likely to be erowded, I
think as a sanitary regulation, it would be highly desirable.

1845. The question only refers to crowded districts and dense population -
—I was looking to the country districts, where a man might build a single
co

1346.. But with reference to crowded districts and dense population, you
think such a regulation would be proper, do you ?—I think it would be highly
desirable.

1847. At present is it not in fact the case, that several small owners lay out
a number of dwellings intended for the reception of the humbler classes, with-
out reference to the healthy construction of the houses, and without reference
to drainage or sewerage ?—It is undoubtedly the fact that houses are built in the
way I have previously mentioned, but various parties do that ; some as indivi-
duals, for the sake of investment, and others from the efiect of a limited
capital in their own manufacturing concerns.

1848, But from some cause or other, this effect, injurious to the health of
the working classes, does result #—Decidedly so.

1549. In the borough of Bolton, which you are well acquainted with, are
there many schools for the education of the children of the working classes :
—A few years ago, we established a British school in Bolton, which has been
well supported, but subsequently the Methodists established one under their
own supervision, to which there are no play-grounds.

1850. Then, generally speaking, there are no play-grounds appended to the
schools, in which the children might take exercise ——There is nothing but the
streets,

1851. Would not some such cireumstance be advantageous to them, both
with respect to health and recreation i—Decidedly so.

1852. Is there any reserved space in the vicinity of Bolton, or any open

round in which the people can walk with their wives and children on a Sun-
day, and other days, for fresh air, or in which they may take exercise at any
other time :—There are none.

1853. Mr. Baines.| You formerly had a moor there, had you not 2—Yes,
we had.

1854. Has that been enclosed sinee #—Yes, it was enclosed 25 years ago.

I855. Was that dene without any reservation for the benefit of the publie :
—Ilt was.
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1856. Do you not think, in all cases of this kind, where there is immense
population, it is desirable that a reservation should be made in enclosures 3 —
I consider it very desirable, and should have been very glad to have seen an
Act of Parlinment obtained similar to the one which Mr. Buckingham, a few
years ago, proposed for the public recreation for the inhabitants of the towns.

1857. Are you aware that there is provision in an Act that has been passed
two years ago, for setting apart ground of that kind for the purposes of recrea-
tion :—I am not aware of it, but if I may be allowed, 1 would state a few of the
reasons on which I ground my previous opinions.  Many of the working people
employed in factories and other workshops of our neighbourhood, obtain good
wages a5 2 whole family, because frequently the various branches, both of the
boys and girls, are employed ; and it not unfrequently oceurs, that a family
may have forty or fifty shillings per week of income in one cottage ; the houses,
built back to back, afford only one room to live in, and do the cooking, washing,
and other necessary domestic operations of the houses ; in such cases, when the
head of the family and the boys come from work on Saturday evening, the
necessary domestic occupations of washing or cooking, being obliged to be
carricd on in the same room, renders it extremely uncomfortable, and con-
sequently the father of the family is induced to go out for recreation and
amusement to the public-house ; besides which, there is little room for filling
such a cottage with furniture ; and I have remarked that families, with large
incomes, have not unfrequently, in such cottages, a very small amount of furni-
ture; and [ have further remarked, that in our own establishment, when a
family has removed into a larger house, they have frequently occupied the
spare rooms with a better class of furniture, which of itself induces them to
better habits, and a more respectable feeling in society.

1858, Chairman.] What is the supply of water?—Ample, and good and
cheap.

1859. Mr. Baines.] Will you inform the Committee whether those persons
with incomes of from forty to fifty shillings per week, cannot find more suitable
cottages than you have described for them to live in ?—They might, with some
inconvenience to themselves, by going to a little distance ; and in giving this
answer, m:m%.’ might say, these people could do so, but young people brought
up in a small cottage, have no feeling of the inconveniences arising from it, and
consequently do not desire an enlarged one.

1860, Do you not think that persons desirous to invest money in building a
better kind of cottages, might do it advantageously 7—The most advantageous
investment in cottages, is the smallest size of cottages.

1861, Chairman.| Do you think it would be unfair to impose on those per-
sons the necessity of due accommodation, necessary for the health of the inmates
of these places?—A law, enforcing a back-door, would almost of necessity
enforee two dwelling-rooms below stairs.

1862. Mr. Walker.] The class of operatives who earn the gains of 40 s. per
family, are engaged in factory employments, are they not?—Decidedly so.
Factory occupations for the junior branches, the father of the family in factory
employment, or any other trade in the neighbourhood. :

1863. Probably the principal reason of these partics occupying such small
houses, and being possessed of such great gains, may arise from the owners of
the factories having built such cottages for the accommodation of their hands 7—
Such is frequently the case, but not always.

1864. Is it not very common for the owner of a factory to impose a necessity
on his operatives to live in his houses *—Very frequently it is. :

1865. May not that operate very largely in obliging these individuals to live
in these small cottages >—It may in many cases.

1866, Mr. Cowper.] Are there any cottages of a better description usually
taken by these persons -—Not unfrequently so. But the working population
have so long lived in small uncomfortable cottages, that the faste for better
kind of cottages is scarcely appreciated. ; L

1567, Then better kinds of cottages are very ravely built *—Better kinds of
cottages are very rarely built. 3

1868, Mr. Bq'.:jﬂf&‘,l—] And that you attribute to their not being so profitable
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as cottages of a superior grade :—There are two imlu::{:l_uents; the one, the
fact of the small cottages being more lucrative to the builder, and the other,
that they are cheaper to the occupant. T have known a man and his family,
with a good income, go from a good cottage to a bad one to save a shilling a
week ; but in our own case, for 20 vears, we have continued to make every
successive lot of cottages more expensive and more convenient ; and the most
expensive cottages are the most sought after by our own people; and thus, a
man with a very moderate income will desire to bespeak beforehand the first
'I')ppurtunit}' of getting into a better cottage; and families who have obtained
the privilege of a better cottage, when I have inquired subsequently into their
evious condition, they have searcely been able to account to me as to what
been the inducing cause to their improved condition, but when questioned
further, have acknowledged that the opportunity of putting better furniture
into their houses has imperceptibly aceumulated a large and valuable stock of
furniture.

1860, Chairman.] Then you think that an improvement in the convenience
and comfort of their cottages would have a very considerable effect upon their
moral and social condition *—Decidedly so.

1870. And doubtless would have an effect also upon their comfort and con-
tentment '—As a natural consequence, it would have.

1871, Mr. Wﬂfi'er,} How do you reconcile those two answers; first, that
inferior cottages are the most profitable ; and, secondly, that there is a great
desire to possess better cottages ?—It is according to the tastes of the different
classes of people. The ways of men are as various as the roads they take.

1872. Chairman.] Is there a great demand for both kinds of cottages :—Yes,
there is. [ can mention a circumstance. Two young men were at school
together, both in our service. One asked me to get him a cottage at 15. 6d.;
he then paid 2 5. 6 d. ; therefore he fell off 15, and the other asked me to go
from 24 6d. to 45 6d.

1873. With respect to the social character and moral condition of those two
classes, do you not think that the one who goes to the improved dwelling
with additional conveniences is rather a more respectable character than the
other, who goes from the hetter kind of dwelling to the lower sort of dwelling ?
—1 ean explain it, for I asked the young man who went to the better cottage,
how he could account for the difference. He said he had become religious,
and he attributed all to that. [ asked him, how that beeame his condition, and
why it was not the condition of his school companion; he said, his school
companion fell into bad company, and attended to trades’ unions and meetings
at public-houses, while he himself preferred a more religious and better class
of company.

1874. Mr. fngham.] Have you any building societies in the neighbourhood ?
—There are.

1875. Among the working people i—They prevail considerably among the
working Eeople, but more fully among the shopkeepers and better elass of

people; but I do mot consider building societies of much service in this
country.
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MEMBERS PRESENT.

Mr. Baines. Mr. Slaney.
Mr. Brotherion. Mr. Tulfnell.
Mr. Patlen. Mr. Vigoms.
Mr. Ponsonby. k Mr. Walker.

R. A. SLANEY, Hsq. in THE CHAIR.

Dr. James IWilligmson, called in; and further Examined.

1876. Chairman.] YOU have been good enough to give the Committee an
account of the poorer dwellings at Leeds, and also generally with regard to
Bradford, that there appears to be a very considerable want of drainage, cleansing,
and ventilation. From your experience as a medical man in those crowded
districts, the Committee will be glad of your opinion on any practical points > —
It appears to me that it is of primary importance that the streets should be
thoroughly paved and prm-'inr.l-:wi with under-ground drains, and with such a
surface drainage as will facilitate the eseape of the foul refuse of the streets into
the under-ground drains ; that they should universally pervade the town, and
that there should be a proper relation preserved between the size of the main
drains and of the smaller contributary drains, which empty themselves into
them, and that some power should exist which would oblige every proprietor
to connect each dwelling-house with the main drain.

1877. Are you aware that at present mo such power exists in many
districts *—No such power exists in the districts with which T am acquainted.

1878. Not even in the London district?—I believe not; some additional
power should be vested in proper authorities, the nature of which it is not for me
to point out, by which persons about to ereet buildings should give sufficient
security not only for the proper drainage of such buildings, but for the width of
the streets, and to a ecertain extent for the interior arrangements of the houses,
g0 as to provide the means of necessary ventilation.

187g. That is to sa%', that the form of the buildings shall be such as shall
not be injurious to the health of the inmates, and of the neighbourhood *—
Certainly.

1880, Further than that, you would not go in the interference, probably !—
The proprietors of cottage-houses should also be compelled to provide suitable
out-offices or privies.

1881. You refer to those conveniences the neglect of which would be in-
jurious to the health of the inhabitants ?—Certainly ; it would also contribute
materially to the prevention of disease and the promotion of the general health
if some power were given to competent authoritics to enforee whitewashing,
and to remove such local sources of eontagion and ill-health as may be
pointed out to them.

1882, Bo that if fever was known to prevail in a particular locality, and the
neglect of some useful precaution was found to keep up that fever, you would
have some competent authority enabled to remove that nuisance, for the sake of
the community 7—Certainly.

1883. Mr. Tufnell.] You are of opinion that in every street the publie should
make a main drain, and the proprietors be oblized to make a sewer into that
main drain 7—By a main drain I not only include the great drains pervading
the principal streets belonging to the public, but every drain which traverses an
entire street ; the construction of such would, in some instances, devolve upon
the proprietors of houses to which they were rated ; in other cases I conceive it
would belong to the commissioners, or to the local authorities of particular

towns,
1884. With
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1884. With regard to the expense which would be involved, supposing that
no street conld be formed of houses of an inferior description, without a main
drain being brought through the centre, and drains from each house, would not
that have the effect of checking enterprise and preventing persons building those
houses *—I think the expense would never be such as to prevent legitimate
speculation, and it strikes me that some check ought to exist to lessen the effects
of the avarice and neglect of many proprietors.

1885. Chairman.] At all events, upon whomever the expense was cast,
whether upon the proprietors or the llmhlic, or in different proportions on each,
you think there ought to be such draing communicating with each house as
would assist the health of the inhabitants and prevent their being injured by
the negleet of cleanliness ?—That is my opinion decidedly.

1886, Mr. Baines.] And this you think would be beneficial to all classes of
society in a town, both to the richer and to the poorer classes *—The richer
would participate both directly and indirectly in the advantages, as well as the
poorer classes,

188=. The rich perhaps by being relieved from the danger of that contagion
which is very often spread, owing to the deficiency of sewerage, and the poor
from the comfort they would enjoy, and also the freedom they would experience
from those contagious diseases *—Certainly.

1888, Chairman.] Do you not think that under proper regulations, either
local or general, some system of inspection as to these matters, periodical or
otherwize, would be necessary and right in order to take care that if the powers
were given, they were properly put in force, for the security of the health of
the inhabitants, and more particularly of the working elasses :—I have often
arrived at the conclusion, and the opinion has been strengthened by more recent
obzervation, that the establishment of local boards of health in all communities
of a certain amount of population, invested with certain powers to enforce
sanitary rules, to obviate nuisances, and to inquire into the origin and history
of epidemic diseases, would be a most important provision for the seeurity of
all classes of society; and I should strongly recommend that in any proposed
legislation on this subject, powers should be given for the constitution of boards
of health, and that to such establishments authority should be given to inspect
those parts of such towns as were reported to be unhealthy, to visit the lodging-
houses, and to take cognizance of all new causes arising which might prejudicially
affect public health.

1880. Do you not think that the altered circumstances of the country, within
these few years, and the vast inerease of the population, more especially of the
working classes, crowded as they are in many towns, calls most strongly for
some gystem of inspection such as you have spoken of  —Most decidedly.

1890. Does not it consist with your information, having been an inhabitant
of one of those towns, that, in consequence of a want of that system, the work-
ing classes suffer materially from the inconveniences referred to —1 am fully
satisfied that they do.

1891. Under the present system, are not a great number of houses speedily
run up by small landlords and others, with the purpose of making the largest pos-
sible gain, and without any reference to drainage or ventilation, or many of the
circumstances most necessary to be considered for the health of the inmates *—
Nothing is more common than the eonstruction of large rows of cottages for
the occupation of the working classes, on the prineiple of mere building specu-
lation, and the object of inzerest on invested capital seems to be the only object
which is contemplated by the projectors.

1802. Do you know of cases in which the neglect of the provisions which
you have pointed out is notorious *—1I know of many such instances.

15893. And where the inmates, in consequence, suffer the evils you refer to?
—Certainly.

1894. Mr. Baines.] Donot you think that the establishment of boards of health
would very much check that pernicious kind of speculation by which persons
are huddled together in the unhealthy manner referred to, and by which their
health is consequently very much impaired >—1I think it would; and [ believe
that nothing less than the consciousness that parties were building under the
eye of a competent and vigilant board of health, and the apprehension that gross
evils and defects would by means of that board be brought before the public,
would prevent the continuance of the present system, in which the health and
comfort of the working classes are so frequently lost sight of.

0:-47. Q 1805. Would
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1805. Would it not be very easy, in almost all those large towns, to form
boards of health of that kind from the medieal officers of the town who attend
the infirmaries and other Fuh]ir! institutions, and from the maﬂq’gt_ranjr and
police of the town ?—It wonld ; and I should propose that all rezularly educated
medical men, of a certain standing in such towns, should constitute the members
of such boards of health, together with such parochial or municipal authorities
as could conveniently be conjoined with them.

1896. From what you have seen of the disposition of municipal authorities
and medical gentlemen who interest themselves in the public health, you appre-
hend that it would not be difficult at all to form such establishments :—I am
quite convineed, from what I know of the medical profession, that they would
most cordially support the formation of such boards of health, and diligently
earry out their views; and the fact of the town council of Leeds having spe-
cially appointed a committee, still in existence, and expended several hundred
pounds in obtaining information with reference to local nuisances affecting
public health, is the strongest evidence of the interest felt by the municipal
authorities on the subject of the health of the people.

1807, From your knowledge both of the profession, and of municipal insti-
tutions in other places, do you not suppose that what has been done in Leeds
would be readily done in other places if there was a legislative sanction, and
legislative encouragement given to such proceedings ?—I am quite sure that
there would be an efficient eo-operation in other places if the necessary legis-
lative power were given to secure the several objects of such boards of health.

1808. So that that altered state of society to which the Chairman has alluded,
would be met by a corresponding disposition on the part of the authorities of
those places, and the medical officers in those places, to put the towns on an
improved system corresponding with that altered state of society '—I feel quite
confident that it would.

1890. Chairman.] A general Aect laying down proper regulations, which
might be put into force by municipal or other local authorities, is what you
contemplate *—Certainly.

1go0. In which case general rules would be laid down, no further inter-
fering with property than would be absolutely necessary for the benefit of the
community —Undoubtedly.

1go1. Mr. Tufnell.] There has been a great deal of speculation lately in
house building in Leeds, has there not?—There has been during the last 20

ears.
& 1902. Particularly in houses for the poorer classes :—There has.

1903. Should you say that they were in an improved state, compared with
the houses for the poorer classes built some time ago, or worse *—Some of the
cottages are built upon decidedly an improved system; but I should not be
justified in stating that there was any important improvement in the general
style of cottage building.

1004. Are not the streets wider >—The streets are wide, compared with the
alleys and courts, and the mode of construction so much adopted some years
ago ; and probably the width of the streets is not so much a subject of com-
plaint as the absence of paving and sewerage. , : ’

1905. You consider the width of the streets to be an essential object with
regard to ventilation }—Very important, certainly. i

19ofi. So far there has been an improvement *—There has been an improve-
ment in the width of the streets, but no cm-respnnding improvement in other
respects.

}gn:.r. Have many alleys and courts been built >—Some of the old alleys and
courts have been rebuilt, but not with any increased width; and from the
increasing value of land in many of the commercial towns, there is yet too
strong an inducement to construet confined courts near the prineipal streets.

1gu8. Chairman.] In consequence of small spaces of ground becoming of
more value in a [lﬁflﬁﬁl}"lmniﬂﬂd town, is not there a bempt&t!uu t!..'i build :3]058]‘,
and not to give that space which there would be, supposing it was in the
beginning of a town ?—Certainly. ! : i

1904, So that it seems probable that as towns advance in population, and in
the value of the spaces left open, they will take less care as to the mode of con-
struction, unless some authority steps in >—Just so ; I understood the question
to refer to the old alleys which have been rebuilt ; in those instances there has

been no attention paid to the greater width of such alleys or courts. The ue:r
gtreets
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streets which have been crected, which are not so much in the central or more
valuable parts of the town, are wider; but, on the present system, these wider
streets will eventually be deteriorated by the construction of confined courts
in immediate contiguity with them.

1910, Mr. Tu_fuaﬁ_;l You stated on Friday that the houses are in a very
negfeutﬂtl state, and that there is no system of inspection; are you prepared
to suggest any particular objects to which attention should be directed :(—If it
would not interfere too much with the liberties of the people, 1 should strongly
recommend that lodging-houses should be under scme species of local regula-
tion, a certain class of them licensed, if possible, under the direction or with the
permission of the magistracy ; that all lodging-houses whieh afford accommo-
dations at a certain minimum sum per night, should be annually licensed, either
by the magistrates or under the direction of the guardians of the poor, and that
such houses should be constructed on some plan conzistent with the health of
the inmates, and licensed to accommodate a certain number of persons only.

1?| 1. Mr. Brotherton.] Would they be publicinstitutions or private -—They
would be as much public institutions as taverns or inns.

1912. Mr. Baines.] You mean that you would have an inspeetion by which
care should be taken that persons were not crowded together in such a way as
to be dangerous to the public health, as is too much the case in the town of
Leeds and many other large towns you are acquainted with i — Certainly.

1913. You have spoken of cottages in the close part of the town, such as
the-Boot-and-Shoe Yard in Leeds, and other places of that deseription, being
very much crowded, and crowded in such a way as greatly to endanger the
public health, particularly in times when epidemics prevail ; has not that arisen in
a considerable degree out of the altered state of the town # Formerly, when those
buildings were erected, they were only inhabited probably by one family ; now
there are frequently ten or a dozen families crowded into one house which was
originally intended as a dwelling for a single family ; is not that the case +—
That is the case.

1014. That you believe to be one of the things which ought to be under the
superintendence of a board of health, or of some other institution which should
guard against the dangers that arise out of that altered state of things in large
towns i— Certainly.

1015. You spoke of cottages being now built in a more open situation, and
the streeis being wider ; that is rather arising out of an altered state of popula-
tion, than from any disposition on the part of the persons who erect those cot-

to afford more healthy situations to the inhabitants *—Certainly ; most

of the lodging-houses with which T am acquainted are in the older parts of the

g?:,_ and until within the last few years they were oceupied, I believe, by single
11ES,

1916, Mr. Tu_.!"wﬁ.} The number of lodging-houses bas increased *—Cer-
tainly the number of lodging-houses has increased.

1917. Have you ever heard the question mooted of the practice of licensing
lodging-houses -—I never have.

1918. You would not have a licence refused if the conditions were complied
with ¢—Certainly not.

1919. It would be obligatory on the magistrates to grant the licence 7—Yes;
I think they should be persens of good character, and there should be sufficient
security afforded that the state of their houses would not be hostile to the health
of the inmates. It would, probably, be better that the licence should emanate
in the first place from some other authority, but that the magistrates should
have the power of taking away a licence, sufficient proof having been offered
of the unhealthiness of a house, or of the bad character of the keeper.

1020. You would have the regulations refer to whitewashing and cleansing ?
—1 would enforce periodical whitewashing and cleansing, and such might be
effected under the direction of a board of health.

1921. Chairman.] Do not you think that perhaps a better way to distinguish
those houses than the amount which was paid, would be their being liable to
contagion or disease, from the mode in which they were kept, so that the regu-
lation would be general, that lodging-houses in which diseases were known to
prevail, or had been found to prevail, should be under such regulations as you
have referred to :—1I fear that would be too vague an arrangement to be found
practically beneficial. Besides, a lodging-house might become unhealtly from
some accidental cause.

7. Q2 1922, Suppose,
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1922. Suppose, for instance, a house was found to have been visited by a
fever, and that it had continually threatened the breaking out again there, that
would be a sufficient ground for the board of health immediately taking st
for its being cleansed, and so on ?—Yes, that would be important ; but it would
be still more effectual if you could place such establishments under those regu-
lations which would prevent the introduction of contagious diseases.

1023. Suppose it to be a private house, in which due sanitary regulations
were totally neglected, and fever was found to prevail from time to time, so that
the inmates who eame in one after another took the fever, would it not be
proper that there should be some authority to require that that should be
cleansed :—It would be beneficial if such authority existed ; but I should be
doubtiul how far the permission to examine private houses would be generally
acceptable. The class of houses to which T have particularly referred as lodg-
ing-houses, are those which are used chiefly by the vagrant and more destitute
population, who are found in large numbers in the great towns, and by whom
many of the most malignant diseases are imported and carried out again.

1024. Such a regulation would be, in your opinion, of great value to the
health of the community *—I am quite satisfied that it would.

1925. That would be conducive also to the health of the humbler classes
themselves, who are continually going into those places to lodge r—Certainly.
It would be beneficial chiefly to the humbler classes, whose lives and health
require the protection which such enactments would afford.

1926, Mr. Baires.| And not only in the particular town, but as those vagrants
pass from town to town, it would be benefcial in other places as well as in the
particular locality to which yon refer, as they may be made the medium of
earrying the contagion to other places r —Certainly.

1027. Mr. Tufmell.] Have you had an opportunity of observing whether the
s-lpri*m] of malignant disorders has been greater in the town of Leeds of late
than formerly *—Malignant disorders have within the last few years, I think,
increased ; for a few years previously there appeared to have been a diminution
of malignant diseases; but, of course, such diseases vary periodieally, and
depend on other causes as well as on those of a local nature ; their recurrence is
not to be entirely accounted for by causes merely of a local nature.

1928, Do you consider a low diet as one >—Yes; and local nuisances, defi-
cient drainage, or bad ventilation ; epidemiec diseases are often occasioned by
the condition of the atmosphere and oceult terrestrial influences.

1020. Taking the last 10 yvears, would you say that the physical condition of
persons of this class was better or worse than it had been previously: —During
the last 10 years it strikes me that the physical condition of such classes is
somewhat improved ; the number of cases of serofula, and of chronie diseases
enerally, has diminished. ; x

1930, Mr. Baines.] To what causes do you attribute that improvement ?—
The improvement which has taken place in the food and in the elothing of the
inhabitants of the large towns, has, [ have no doubt, partly contributed to such
improvement ; the practice of vaccination, which, though not general, is exten-
sive, has also contributed in some degree. The diffusion of better information
as to the causes of disease, and the formation of habits of temperance and
providence, have co-operated to a slight extent. 3 J :

1031. You think that the food and the clothing of the inhabitants has im-
proved within the last 10 years }—My general impression is that it has, with
the exception of the last year or two.

1032, Chairman.] Does that apply itself to all classes, or particularly to the
humbler classes *—To all classes. There is one considerable class of opera
tives in the towns of Yorkshire with which I am acguainted, who have not
presented that improvement in their health or eireumstances which has been
indicated in many other classes of the working people ; Lallude to the weavers,
who furnish a ]m"gﬁ'. number of cases to the public medical institutions, and who
generally present a very low condition of health. ' _ _

1033. Mr. Tufnell.] But, upon the whole, notwithstanding the increase in
the towns of the population, and neglect with regard to sewerage and drainage,
you consider that the state of the health of the population in those towns has
improved >—I cannot speak from any statistical data; but my impression is, that
the health has improved rather than otherwise; and I think I have seen a
decided diminution in clironie, .those forms of disease which are principally

connected with debility. :
1034. Chairman.]
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1034. Chairman.] Are you aware that the average mortality, taking the
kingdom generally, has decreased, and that, with respect to London, there is a
considerable decrease ?—Certainly, I am. I am afraid there is no diminution
in the amount of infantile mortality in the larger towns.

1035. Mr. Baines.] Are there not in the large towns more deaths in children
under two years of age than in other parts of the kingdom, as far as you have
had an opportunity of comparing them —I have no doubt that there is a larger
proportion of deaths in the large towns of {:'I}iltlrt*u uu‘der two and under five
years of aze than in the rural districts, and this caleulation is confirmed by the
comparizon of the statistics of several places. .

1936. To what do you attribute that circumstance :—Many causes concur
in producing that result; amongst others, the facility with which the conta-
gious diseases of children are communicated in great communities ; the impure
state of the atmosphere in large towns ; which seems to be peculiarly detrimental
at the first periods of life ; the inadequate attention which the children in large
towns receive from their parents, and the fact that such children are frequently
the offspring of dissipated or destitute parents.

1937. And probably, in part, to the mothers of families being employed more
from home than they are in the rural districts :—Certainly; I include that
under the statement of the want of sufficient attention of their parents, who
are, in many instances, employed in factories.

1938. Suppose there wias an establishment such as you have alluded to, a
board of health, in the large towns, would not one part of their duty be to keep
statistical accounts, by which you would be able, more particularly than you
can at present, to mark the progress of health and disease, and thereby to take
measures by which anything that was pernicious might be removed, and any-
thing beneficial extended 2—I believe that the institution of such boards of
health would most effectually conduce to those purposes, and would be the
means of ascertaining and accumulating many most important facts with regard
to the origin and diffusion of epidemic diseases. In the course of a few years
many most interesting facts relative to the influence on health of certain loca-
lities, employments, and social circumstances would be established, and many
practical inferences of direct application formed.

1930. While infirmaries and fever hospitals are used for the purpose of euring

iseases already existing, would not a board of health derive a great part of
the advantage that you attribute to it from preventing disease itself F—
Certainly, 1 believe it would have many opportunities of extinguishing the first
prineiples of disease, when introduced into large communities, and save a great
amount of wealth and prevent suffering to all classes,

1940. While those institutions to which you have alluded, that is fever hospitals
and infirmaries, are attended with considerable expense to the more opulent part
of the inhabitants, would not great economy arise from the establishmentof boards
of health, by preventing in the first instance those discases ever oceurring *—
Certainly ; and such boards of health would be especially useful in obtaining from
the various medical institutions in places with which they were connected,
proper registers of the various diseases prevailing at different periods, and in

erent situations and professions ; and the existence of such boards of health
would afford the means of sanitary precautions, and thereby much pecuniary
saving would acerue both in the prevention and cure of disease.

1941. Mr. Tufiell.] Arve you aware that in London a regulation exists of
sending the pauper children to a school out of town *—] am, and I have had
the pleasure of visiting that sehool at Norwood.

1942. There is no regulation like that prevails in any town that you are
acquainted with #—1I am sorry to gay I know of no similar school,

1943. Would you think that a salutary regulation *—It would be a most
beneficial and humane regulation, if it could be adopted in relation to every
large town.

1044. Do you see any reason why it should not be adopted in such towns
—I cannot see the least objection, and I believe that there could be no difficulties
in the adoption of such a plan in connexion with most large towns.

1045. Lither with regard to the conduct of it or the expense *—Certainly.

1946. Mr. Baines.] Such an establishment conduces both to health and
education :—The effect of such an establishment must he permanently to
mmprove the physical condition of a class of persons remarkable for their stunted
growth and feeble stamina, and effectually to instruct their minds.

b Q3 1047. And
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1047. And to elevate the character of persons in the humbler walks of life
— Certainly, and to render apparently the most hopeless and unpromising
members of society useful and moral persons, to lay the foundation of future
happiness and virtue in the sound prineciples of religion, and to qualify for the
duties of life by instructing them in various trades.

1945, You have said, that, supposing boards of health to be established in
the large towns, benefit would arise in the various ways you have described ;
and you have also alluded to the advantages that would arise from the eollation
of the reports made by the different officers of those boards of health, and the
way in which those collated reports would be made conducive to the publie
health ; do you think that would be an advantage of considerable magnitude ?
—1I am quite sure it would be an advantage of the highest importanee, not only
to the health of great communities, but to the general interests of medical
science. The study of the statisties of life is yet in its infaney, and ean only
be effectually advanced by a systematic examination and record of the causes
and modifications of disease in many different situations. [ stated that cottages
have within certain districts of the town improved; I wish to state the points
in which they have improved. Most of the new cottages are cellared: and
therefore, when the lower parts of the houses are used not as sleeping-rooms,
they are more favourable to the health of the inmates than those cottages
which are without eellars, and where: the inhabitants sleep on the ground
floor. With regard to their being built more slightly than the older class of
cottages, 1 think it is extremely probable that such is the fact; that while the
rooms are more spacious, and are provided more frequently with cellars, they
are of a less expensive construction in other respects.

1949. Mr. Tufnell.] Does that affect the health of the cottages >—Probably
it affects the health less than the waut of eellarage, coupled with the more
limited space.

1950-51. Mr. Brotherton,] Do you not think it desirable to discourage the
living in cellars #—There can be no doubt that those who live in cellars are
more directly exposed to malaria of all kinds ; and, if possible, the poor should
be prevented, or should be discouraged rather, from living in cellars,

Mr. Jokn Ellison, called in; and further Examined.

1952, Chairman.] YOU have stated that you are well acquainted with
Bradford ; what is your opinion with respect to the comparison of the dwellings
of the poorer classes now with what they were formerly #—They are much worse
than they were formerly. Forty years ago, within my own knowledge, for I am
now upwards of 50, cottages were built much more with a view to the comfort
of the inmates, and much more with a view to stability than they are now. Plots
of building ground which could be bougnt, 20 years ago, at half-a-crown a yard,
are now letting at 7 s. Gd., 200 per cent. more than the price 20 years ago.

1953. The land has become dearer, and the cottages worse i—Yes. In
order to make the cottages pay a good per-centage they are obliged to run
them up in a slight way, or they would not pay. They have also built them
in situations where they would not have built them 20 years ago, in conse-
quence of the ground increasing so0 much in value.

1054. Mr. Brotherton.| Are the cottages in Bradford worse than the cot-
tages in the other manufacturing towns —I cannot answer that question ; they
are much worse than they were 30 or 40 years ago.

1955. Mr. Baines.] Do not you think that if there were regulations, such as
those adverted to in the evidence of Dr. Williamson, by which the SEWeraze
should be better secured than it is at present, and there were those rules for the
erection of cottazes which he has recommended, that would prevent those bad
cottages from being erected, and that in consequence of that, in Bradford, as
in other places, you would obtain a better character of cottages?—Yes; I have

stated that distinctly in my evidence.

Dr. James Simpson, called in; and Examined.

1056, Chairman.] YOU reside at Edinburgh :—1I do.

1957. Will you be kind enough to give to this Committee a statement on one
point, on which you ecomplain, of a nuisance having been ereated lately by the
use of water from the common sewers, for the purpose of irrigation in the im-
mediate vicinity of that great town ; is that the case i—Yes ; it has been a very

great

—
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cause of complaint, both in the community, and of the medical profession
of Edinburgh, that such use of the foul water is made, as, in the opinion of
medical men, injures the health of the inhabitants.

1958. The medical men are of opinion that it is highly injurious to the health
of the town ?—Yes; the majority are of that opinion : there is a difference of
opinion on the subject, but that iz the opinion of the majority.

1050. Iz it exceedingly unpleasant*—VYes ; there can be no doubt of that;
some of the strongest men in the precinets complain of sickness and vertigo
being felt when they are subjected to the nuisance.

1gio. Is this in the immediate vicinity of the town ?—Yes ; it is within three
miles round the town, east, west, and north.

1901, Isit extending *—Yes ; some years ago it was only over a compara-
tively small part of one or two estates, but now every landlord round the town
is taking advantage of it for his own purposes.

1a62. It increases the value of the herbage considerably, probably *—It in-
ereases the value of land considerably, almost to an incredible degree; there
is some land in the vicinity of Edinburgh which was set a few years ago for a
very few pounds an acre, now let as high as 30 or 40 pounds a year, and some
even above that in small lots.

1963. You state that it is injurious to the health of the inhabitants, and also
interferes with their comfort ; is there any power at present of preventing its
continuance and extension '—None whatever; the ease was submitted to some
of the best lawyers at the bar in Edinburgh, and they gave it as their opinion
that with the present Police Act it was impossible to interfere ; that nothing
could be done without an Aet of Parliament.

1g964. Is there a general desire for some legislative authority for the preven-
tion of this nuisance to the inhabitants of Edinburgh ?—A very general desire
indeed.

1965. In some parts of India rice grounds are prohibited in the vicinity of
large towns —Yes ; and it is not only the health, but the comfort of the inha-
bitants also.

1966, Mr. Tufuell.] Has this been lately introduced >—It has been princi-
pally introduced within the last 20 years ; it was to some extent before that.

1967, Is it now increasing >~Yes, it is to such an extent that in some
lnm]itii_qs I have known persons avoid going particular roads to keep out of the
way of it.

1968, Chairman.] The authorities of Edinburgh have reported against this,
have they not?—Yes,

19h9. They are almost unanimous against it as a great evil, are they not #—

are.

1970. Is there any point respecting the subject the Committee are upon, of
the regulations for the sanitary condition of the inhabitants of large towns,
which you would suggest >—1I should =ay, with regard to Edinburgh, the work-
ing classes have to complain chiefly of the changes which have been intro-
duced lately by the irrigation of lands; for example, they have the power at
present of going over the King's domains there, the royal palace of Holyrood ; but
the stench there is so dreadful that they cannot go except on particular days.

. IQ?I. Mr. Pm-:mnby.] Are the same regulations as to the irrigation pursued
within the royal domains i —They are.

1972. Under whose direction *—The Earl of Haddington’s,

1973. He is the keeper of the royal park ?—He is; they have to shut the
windows in the vieinity on particular days.

1074. Chairman.] Is there any circumstance respecting the sewerage you
would state 7—There is one circumstance, the dreadful degree of filth, particu-
larly in the houses where a number of strangers are lodging. 1 know of one
house where a fever has been raging, and in which one of the floors, the inha-
bitants living in floors, is occupied by no inhabitant, but the inhabitants above
and below deposit everything filthy there, so that there is an accumulation of
several feet of filth.

1975. Fever has been raging in that house #—Yes, and in the district round ;
in all the closes round.

ly':_ﬁ.l Is municipal regulation necessary for the cleansing of those places *—

inly.

1977. Do you think a good system of inspection would be valuable >—Most
assuredly, it would be of immense use.

0.47. Q4 1978. Such
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1078. Such a system of inspection and regulation, by preventing fevers and
other contagious disorders, would be a saving ultimately of expense to the rich
inhabitants ?—I think it would be; and the Fever Board at Edinburgh press
the subject of ventilation, and the cleansing out of the houses of the poorer
claszes with that view ; when fever is complained of, the house is cleared out
and whitewashed.

1079. Have you power to do that>—No; in many instances they will refuse
to let it be done.

ra80. You think a power to carry that arrangement into effect would be
important —Most assuredly. 1 would state that in the late discussion with
regard to this matter, before the Commissioners of Police, the contrariety of
opinion was such that they found it difficult to arrive at anything like the truth.
I thought the best test of the salubrity or insalubrity of this irrigated land was
to ascertain the state of health of the troops at Piershill, the cavalry bar-
racks, near Edinburgh, and the result was, I took Mr. Tullogbis® report of the sick-
ness and mortality in all the eavalry stations for seven years, published lately,
and I took the mortality and sickness at Piershill, as | found it in the adjutant-
general's oftice, for seven years; and I found that the admissions of the cavalry
soldiers connected with these barracks, as compared with the soldiers in bar-
racks throughout the kingdom, was greater in the proportion of 10 per eent. ;
I infer that it was from that cause, beecause I could find no other.

1981. In the thickly-peopled districts of Edinburgh, are there any common
sewers open :—Not in the town itself, but immediately in the suburbs ; and it is
the foul water from those ditches which is sprinkled over the land to irrigate it.

1982, Are the sewers in the immedate viemity of the town injurious to
health from being left open :—UCertainly, but not so much the sewers as the fact
that the water of the sewers is spread over the land by the system of rose
draining ; it is taken away, and allowed to ooze through.

1083, It passes along, giving out a most mephitic odour all the way ?—Yes.

1984. Mr. Tufnell] Is this for market gardens:—No, for grass; it is cut

two or three times a year. I have one patient who was carried into an adjein-
ing house where it crosses fainting, and who did faint.
10%5. Has there been any petition from the inhabitants of Edinburgh against
this practice *—1 have heard them bring it forward to Mr. Macaulay, their
member ; but I am not aware of any petition to Parliament. The same prac-
tice prevails in other Scotch towns; for instance, round Crieffe; the practice
has heen imported from Edinburgh.

1980, With the snme unpleasant effect>—Yes, and the impossibility of per-
sons taking the air after a certain hour at night ; that is out of the question in
CONSLYUENCE.

1987. It is principally where there is low land, perhaps :—Yes, and that
prevents their getting rid of the water. 41

1988, Have you heard of any consultation, or reference to the opinion of

‘medical men, with regard to the evils of this practice to the inhabitants of the

royal palace *—Lately, about two years ago, the Lord Advocate asked the
opinions of the surgeons and physicians of the Queen for Scotland, with refer-
ence to the health of Holyrood in consequence of this practice, and they gave
it as their opinion that it would not be a fit habitation for Her Majesty on
that ground.

108g. Mr. Baines.] Did the matter rest there, or were there any steps taken
in consequence of that opinion being given >—There were no steps taken.

1990. That is two years ago r—Yes, it is.

John Riddle Stodhart, Esq. called in ; and Examined.

1991. Chairman.] YOU are Treasurer of the city of Edinburgh >—I am.
19y2. The Committee have had narrated to them a great evil to the inha-
bitants of Edinburgh, arising from the making use of the filthy water from the
common sewers, which, it is stated, is used in the immediate vicinity of Edin-
burgh for irrigation, to the great discomfort of the inhabitants, and the injury
of their health; is that the case ?—Yes, very greatly to the discomfort of the
inhabitants. I am not a medical man. and therefore not able to speak parti-
enlarly to the prejudice to their health, but it is very prejudicial to ones
senses ; in taking a walk out of town in the hope of breathing a pure ﬂﬁmu-
sphere,
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sphere, we get into a most disgusting stench ; the olfactory nerves are affected
most unpleasantly.

1903. The medical men consider it as injurious to health, do they not*—
Generally, I should say, they agree that it is prejudicial to health.

1904. Is this a practice which has increased much of late years i— Very
much.

1905. Does it prevail in the royal domains of Holyrood, as well as in other
pm'fg P—Yes.

10996. That is a place to which the inhabitants used to go out for air and
exercise 7—Yes. It was formerly a park occupied by cows; now it is irrigated
in this filthy manner, and grass is grown upon it.

1997. Does that interfere with its former use *—Yes, and with the comfort
of the persons in the neighbourhood.

1908. Mr. Baines.] How long has this practice prevailed :—It has prevailed
some years ; but it has increased ten-fold within the last 10 or 15 years.

1009. Chairman.] You consider that you have no legal remedy at present ?
—We consider that we have no legal remedy.

2000. Mr. Baines.] Have any efforts been made on the part of the inha-
bitants to put it down r—There was a great effort made the last time we were
before Parlinment for the Police Bill, but the Earl of Moray determined to
oppose it with all his power and influence in Parliament, and it was supposed
it would lead the ecity into so great an expense, the clause was abandoned, and
we have no power to put it down.

2o01. In what year was that effort made '—Within these six or seven years.

2002, Mr. Tufnell.] If the nuisance is so great, can you explain why there
should be no petition on the subjeet >—-It has attracted a great deal of notice.
I do not know that they have petitioned. 1 presume it is the great expense
which they fear they should be involved in by putting it down.

2003. Chairman.| Do you think a great majority of the inhabitants consider
it a great nuisance and a great evil =—Certainly ; it is a real evil, and zenerally
complained of.

2004. Mr. Baines.] Are there any dwellings built in the neighbourhood of
those fields :—There are few or no dwelling-houses built recently in the neigh-
bourhood ; there are dwelling-houses standing in the neighbourhood which
existed prior to the nuisanee being brought to them; they are houses of an
inferior description. These irrigated meadows are chiefly in the suburbs ; they
are at no very considerable distance, I should say within a mile of some of the
principal houses in Edinburgh.

- 2005, None of the owners or occupiers of those houses have taken any steps
in order to put an end to the nuisance ?—1 am not aware, except in a case
which was brought into court some years ago, of any effort.

2000. Mr. Tufuell.] From what you state, the nuisance is generally felt by
persons walking out of the town more than by the inhabitants of the town ?—
Yes, the strength of the odour gets dissipated by the time it reaches the town,
but it is a very general opinion that in the lower parts of Edinburgh, the south
back of the Canongate, the north back of the Canongate, and other parts, the
salubrity of the air is very much affected by this exhalation.

Mr. James Peeke, called in; and Examined.

2007. Chairman.] YOU are Surveyor of the Tower Hamlets, division of the
Bewers -—Yes, the Commission of Sewers for the Tower Hamlets, excluding St.
Katherine's and Blackwall Marsh.

2008, Is Bethnal-green within your district ?—VYes,

2000. Are Lamb's Fields within your district i—1I do not know them by that
Name.

2010, Virginia-row ?==Yes, that I think is.

2011, The Committee have an account of the state of Virginia-row being
very dirty and filthy, and in great want of sewerage ; do any of your sewers go
up Virginia-row : — | think not ; a vast deal of that dirt and filth depends on
the scavengers more than the sewers,

2012, It is stated to the Committee, that * in a direct line from Virginia-row
to Shoreditch, a mile in extent, all the lanes, courts, and alleys in the neigh-
bourhood pour their cuntents into the centre of the main street, where they
stagnate and putrefy ;™ is that the case 7 —1 perceive by an inspection of the
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plan that there is no sewer about Virginia-row ; there is none nearer to it than
Princes-gtreet.

2013. It is stated that in some or other of those houses fever is always pre-
valent: do you know the district so as to be aware whether that is the case?—
I cannot speak as to the state of the inhabitants ; [ know it is very wretched.
The whole of this land was excavated for brick-making, and has been reduced
to an unnatural level, so that the sewers are hardly available. I believe many
of those houses have ditehes round their gardens, and flowers, and roots, and
stems are thrown into the ditches, where they remain and stagnate; we are
working up, and shall be able to get the sewer in some parts five feet lower
than it was.

2014. It is stated to the commissioners that in Whitechapel parish, Essex-
street, and its numerous courts, as Martin's-court, Moor's-court, Essex-court,
Elgar-gquare, George-yard, and New-court, Crown-court, Wentworth-street,
and many parts of that street, there is no sewer passes up ? —There is none.

2015. Are the people very much in want of some mode of cleansing in con-
sequence *—It is the filthiest place which ean be imagined.

2016, It is thickly inhabited :—Yes, very densely populated.

2017. How is it with respeet to Pearl-street and Little Pearl-street T—It
happens that one-half of Pearl-street belongs to me. I only know that in those
houses which belong to me there is no fever; the sewer comes to Little Pearl-
street.

2018, There iz none along Great Pearl-street, nor up Little Pearl-street ;¥ —
No: but there are underground drains.

2019. It is stated to the Committee that in Lamb's-fields there is a receptacle
for water, which is stagnant:—VYes, it is an entire morass; it belonged to a
person of the name of Green; he exeavated it, and made bricks. The Eastern
Counties Railway passes through it, and they are now filling it up.

2020, Supposing any rows of houses should be built in this district, what
power have you with respect to sewerage ; do they apply to you first /—They
apply to the commissioners.

zo21. When they do apply to the commissioners, do the commissioners take
steps upon their application —It is brought before the court of sewers, and the
question is considered.

2022. Who pays the expense, supposing the new sewerage to be adopted :—
In a case of that kind, unless it could be shown that a public benefit could be
derived, that the sewer could be extended for the good of the publie, I suppose
the commissioners would refuse it altogether.

2023. Suppose it is thought, upon the whole, that some benefit would be
derived to the public, is a portion of it undertaken by the commissioners /—In
some cases the proprietors have paid the whole of the expense; in other cases,
where the public would receive a benefit, the commissioners have borne a part
of the expense.

a024. Have you the power of preventing the making receptacles for filth
below the level of your common gewer r—Certainly not.

2024*. Have you the power to compel communications from the houses to
your sewers >—Certainly not ; there are instances where sewers have been laid
down to the extent of 5,000 feet in length, and there have not been 50 appli-
cations to communicate, though they have come opposite the house, and the
owner might have availed himself of them.

2025, It is a fact that in the ease in which the advantage is given by means
of a sewer being formed, it is frequently not taken advantage of /—Certainly.

2026. Do not you think some power of that kind would be desirable :—I do
not think it could be enforced, on account of the poverty of the neighbourhood ;
it would be running away with the whole value of the property, in many
instances.

2027. Do you think if the sewer went immediately opposite to a man's house,
it would be running away with the whole value of the property to oblige him
to have a few yards of drain to communicate from that house to the sewer r—
I am sure, in many instances, that would be the ease.

2028. Do you not think that the want of such provision is very injurious to
the health of the inhabitants *—1 do not think that sewers have the effect which
is attributed to them.

2029. You disagree with the medical men who think that the neglect of this
underground drainage is prejudicial to the health of the community :—I cannot

1]
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gee how, if they have a good surface drainage, they can be improved by an
underground drainage, in nine cases out of ten.

2030, Mr. Patten.] Are not the sewers very beneficial in promoting the
cleanliness of the neighbourhood :—I conceive that cleanliness is the great
thing ; the people are most intolerably filthy ; they are the lowest deseription
of Trish, many Germans, and many Jews, and they arve, of all the people in the
world, the most filthy. Bell-lane, Wentworth-street, was one of the points
mentioned ; in Bell-lane there is a sewer running to Wentworth-street, the
whole length of Bell-lane, that is as filthy as it possibly can be; but there is
another mmning through Frying-pan Alley to Nightingale-lane, and there are
sewers passing Sireu'fl}' through the centre of the street.

2031. Are there communications from the houses to the sewers *—There are
in some cases,

2032. Mr. Brotherton.] Are there sewers passing through the principal
streets 7—Not invariably so; the commissioners are endeavouring as fast as
they can to lay down new sewers in all the great thovoughfares : we call them
rather outlets ; they are places to afford collateral opportunities for drainage ;
no benefit can accrue without them to the publie.

2043. Have the persons who ereet houses near those sewers the privilege of
draining their water into the sewers without leave from the commissioners :—
Certainly not.

2034. It iz necessary to obtain leave before they make the communieation ¢
Undoubtedly.

2035. If they do make the communication without asking leave of the com-
missioners, they are liable to a penalty #—Yes; I have an order to stop them.

2036. If you eonceive that it would require a compulsory Act to induce them
to make the communication, upon what grounds do you make it necessary for
them to obtain leave from the commissioners before they make the communi-
cation, and subject them to o penalty if they make the communication with the
sewer without leave of the commissioners —They have nothing to do but to
apply to the commissioners of sewers, which is referred to me, and if there is
no {:Ljenﬁm] to it, I write a letter, and upon that they go to the office of sewers
and pay 17+. Gd. for the first three feet of sewer; and they do that for this
reason, if they were not to resort to that measure the sewers would be de-
stroyed ; every onc would make a hole into the sewer.

2037. What sum have the parties to pay for making that communication ¢
There is no expense attending it at all; they do it themselves, of course.

2038. Chairmen.] How much does it eost *—That depends upon the length ;
perhaps 2s. or 3s. a foot.

2030. Mr. Brotherton.] The owners of property have nothing to pay for the
privilege of communicating with the main sewer :—No, there is every lacility
afforded them.

2040. Chairman.] All they pay is for the doing of it :—Certainly ; we do
not suffer them to put in less than 12 inches diameter ; sometimes they put in
15 or 18, ;

2043. You state that there are several of those districts in which the sewers

up a street where the inhabitants neglect to take advantage of them }—

rtainly.

2042. Have there been any instances in which one side of a street that took
advantage of them became healthy, and the other side which neglected to take
such advantage remained unhealthy :—Certainly not.

_2043. You do not think that it is o great advantage for them to commu-
nicate with the seweri—I think an abundance of water and cleanliness is of
the utmost consequence ; I apply that to the place alluded to, Essex-street, and
g0 on, there there is surface drainage.

2044. When the sewers come near enough, do you not think it of great con-
sequence that they should communieate with them by underground drains *—
I think good drainage is advantageous always.

2045. If it is advantageous, you think that the want of it where sewers do
not come is a disadvantage »—Yes, in a degree, certainly.

2046. In what way is your rating put on It is upon the whole district, but

1 am not competent to speak to that ; I have nothing to do with it ; the dis-
trict is divided into levels, and each level bears itz own expenses.

2047. Is it a regular pound rate throughout the whole of each level 7—Yes.

R 2 2048, The
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2048, The houses situated in the streets in which there are no sewers pay an
equal amount of rate with the houses situated in the streets in which there are
sewers --—Certainly, there is no distinction.

2040. Mr. Patten.] You rate the owners of the level once in so many years,
do you not :—Yes; it does not exceed once in three years, generally.

2050. Is the rate collected immediately it is made 7 —Yes, immediately.

2o51. Do you know how the funds are kepti—I only know that they are
kept in a regular and proper manner by an accountant ; there are separate ac-
counts for each level.

2052, When that money is expended there is a fresh rate made :—Yes.

2053. The Committee understand that there is a regular increase of sewers
in that district ?*—Yes.

2054. In what manner is that provided for *—When there are applications of
parties they are referred to me for my report. :

2055. Do the commissioners of sewers originate any of the sewers on their
own judgment ?—This very plan was filled in by me to suggest where it would
be desirable to make fresh lines, and this plan was prepared in consequence,
and all these red lines laid down by me, some of which afforded additional
drainage, and others the opportunity of abandoning old sewers which ran
through private property or were open.

2050. Have you any calculation of the extent of sewerage in the red lines ?
—I think there was very little short of 25,000 feet laid down.

2057. What time did you allow for the execution of this ?—It was in the year
1834 or 1835 ; we are going on with it ; four-fifths of these sewers comprised
in my report are finished.

2058, Is the gquantity of sewerage.done in each year about egual —No;
sometimes more and sometimes less.

2059, Dependent upon what *—In some instances, upon our funds; there
are two or three we are proceeding with, because we happen to have more
money than we had three years ago; there is a balance in the bank now, in
consequence of the rate which has been lately collected.

2060, Mr., Brotherton.] Is the rate payable by the owners of the property or
the tenant ?—It is an owner’s tax ; if a tenant-at-will pays, he deduets it from
his rent, and that is put upon the receipt.

2001, Mr. Patten.| These 25,000 feet, you say, began in the year 1834, and
vou say three-fourths of it is done: do you ealeulate that the rest will be done
with proportionate speed *—Yes, there is no doubt of that; and more so, we
were four or five months of that time without any commission at all. The last
commission expired on the death of William the Fourth; our commiszsion
ceased, and it was retained in the Court of Chancery, or somewhere or other,
for four or five months. before we got another. During that period there
was no authority to carry on works ; then it takes a considerable time to get
them laid out. We have a jury, which is a very troublesome mode, and very
expensive.

ap6i2, Chairman.] You survev those sewers, to see that they are going on
properly T—Yes.

2063. You comsider it your duty to report, if there is anything stagnant, or
anything going wrong, the necessity of its being looked to, do you not —
I should immediately proceed, but not in the case of anything stagnant; if I
found any of our sewers obstructed, or there was any stagnant water which
was caused by a deficiency in our sewers, I should immediately remedy it.

20fig. Do you consider it your duty to alter a sewer, or carry up a sewer,
with reference to the health of the inhabitants ?—Certainly not.

20035. Any alteration in the form of the sewerage, or any change respecting
it, is with reference to property, not with reference to the health of the inha-
hitants :—Certainly.

206iti. Mr. Tufnell.] When a eertain line of sewers has been approved by the
commissioners, do you lay the rate for earrying them into execution #~—No, not
for that.

2067, On what prineciple is the rate laid >~There are eertain contingent
expenses, and there are sums of money which will be required for carrying
works of this description into effect; the commissioners then determine
whether it shall be a sixpenny or a ninepenny rate, and those works are car-
ried out progressively.

2008. They
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2068. They do not levy a rate to carry on a whole line of sewers at onece :—
No, they raise a rate, and apply the money in reconstructing old lines, or in
forming new lines, that are most necessary ; there the health of the people is
taken very much into consideration ; for instance, that is the reason why the
sewer in Rosemary-lane was put in; it is the most filthy place which can be
imagined ; that is 1,500 feet in length.

2060, Mr. Pﬂrren.g Do you not think that, under an annual rating, when
the rate fell very lightly upon the property, a larger system of drainage might
be earried on than if it is rated only once in three years :--No, [ do not think
that would be more beneficial.

2070. Mr. Brotherton.] By levying your rates once in three years, does not
a great deal of property escape during two years ! —No, for it is collected in the
course of 12 months.

2071. Suppose yvou levy a rate for three years at the present time, and pro-
perty is being erected at the end of the first year, would that property be rated
till the next *—1It could not, of course.

2072. Then of course it would be two years and a half before any rate was
made upon it : —Yes.

z073. If you made an annual rate, that property would come in in the follow-
ing year :—Yes, undoubtedly. With regard to open sewers, as far as health goes,
in this division of our distriet there is about 5,000 feet of open sewers in
Whitechapel, Mile-end New Town, and so on; and in Hackney, which is one
of the most healthy districts, we have more than three miles of open sewers;
it is the filth of the inhabitants, more than anything else, which affects their
health.

2074. A preceding witness stated, that at the end of all the drains towards
the Thames there are valves, but, notwithstanding those valves, the tide on
certain oceasions comes a considerable distance up the drains 7—It never can,
unless something like an accident occurs. We have a sluice-keeper ; his busi-
ness is to go and to attend to those valves just before the rise of the tide, and
to keep them clear ; if anything comes down just before the valves are closed,
they may be kept open, but in general they are effectual.

2075. When the tide has got into a sewer, is there any permanent dis-
advantage /—No; in some parts at Wapping the pavement is five feet below
the high-water-mark of the Thames.

2076. Mr. Tufuell.] You, first of all, propose a certain line of sewers to be
constructed, the commissioners approve of those, and then it rests with your
diseretion what part of it ghall be done in cach year *—No; the commissioners
require me to state, when a sewer or sewers are done, which is the next to be
carried into effect.

2077. The order of it rests a good deal in your discretion ;—Yes.

2078. There is a general balance in the hands of the commissioners to carry
these works into effect :—Yes; they eannot do it without money.

2079. Mr. Patten.] Do you not think that a rate collected more gradually
would be less objectionable in the districts through which it went >—I think
that if it were collected ammually, it would be very good ; but it must be an
equal pound-rate over the whole district ; it ought to be like the highway-rate,
but I do not think it would be, upon the whole, better; that would lead to its
being continually coming forward.

2080, Mr. Tufuell.] You said there has been a great deal of ground exca-
vated -—Yes, in various places; in Hare-street Fields, for instance, seven or
eight feet, probably all the natural surfaces removed ; all the brick-earth, and
all the gravel they could get out, till they got to the springs, then they left it
in holes. :

2081. In consequence of the excavation, is that ground wet and marshy F—
[t is nearly all built over now ; but the ground cannot be so gowd, of course,
for building on.

2082, Are there any excavations of that nature going on now *—There are
some belonging to Mr. Rhodes, at Hackney ; he puts in the sewers himself.

2083. The excavating the ground, of course, renders it difficult to form the
sewers afterwards ¢ —Yes.

2084. It is therefore a public nuisance }—Certainly.

2085. But there is no power of preventing it ?
with the frechold.

.47 Rj

No, we cannot interfere

Mr. James Preke.

G April 1840,



Mr. J. Newntan.

G April 1840,

126 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE THE

Mr. Jokn Newman, called in; and Examined.

2086, Chairman.] YOU are surveyor of one of the districts of sewers on the
Burrey side of the river *—1I am, for the Eastern District.

2087, Is there, in that district, a considerable number of houses of the poorer
class >—A great many.

2088, Do your sewers run near to them *—Yes.

2080. Have you any power of obliging the owners of the houses to commu-
nicate by underground drains with the sewers, when they are made *—1I am not
aware of any.

2000. Is there any power to prevent their sinking cesspools and receptacles
for filth below the level of the sewers ¥—No.

2001. Have you a regular pound-rate throughout the whole level *—That
I do not know.

2002, Do you know whether they raise the same amount on the several
houses within the district?—I have reason to believe they do, but I cannot
speak with certainty to that.

2003. Do you know that many of the owners of those houses do negleet to
communicate by underground drains with the sewers :—They do.

2004. In consequence of that, is there not a great deal of dirt and wet, and
noisome stench, and so forth, in their premises *—Certainly.

200 5. Must not that be productive of evil to the inmates of the houses ?—
Certainly.

2006. Is it not desirable that there should be lodged in some authorities the
power to compel the persons owning those houses to communicate by under-
ground drainage with the sewers :—1I think that would be very desirable.

2007. That would promote the health of the distriet ?¥—Unquestionably.

2008, Is it not the fact that the owners of those houses, get what they ean
for their houses, and ‘do not care about these matters *—So long as they get
their rent, they do not care about these matters.

2000, Are you aware whether there has been much fever in your district ?
—1 fear the cholera was extended in the district in which I live in consequence
of the filth of the district; 1 know there were 30 or 40 persons living in houses
in the filthiest state.

2100. Are there open sewers passing through the distriet in which those
houses are *—Yes, close to them.

2101, Would it not be for the advantage of the public if those could be
covered over ?—Yes, certainly. ’

2102. Mr. Tufnell] What is the extent of your district =—My own distriet
extends from near London Bridge to near Ravensbourne, near to Deptford,
including the parighes of Bermondsey, and Camberwell, and so on ; in the parish
of Camberwell, about two years ago, we constructed a sewer nearly a mile and a
half in length, on the urgent application of the inhabitants, the tenants of the
houses ; but [ have received only one application from all those houses, extending
a mile and a half, to make an opening into the sewer.

2103. Chairman.] Do you believe that is the only application that has been
made Tt is the only application which has been made along the whole mile
and a half. g

2104. It would be highly desirable, for the health of the district, that there
should be a power of compelling those communications being made *—I should
say so, certainly. ; .

2105. Mr. Tufuell.] Then the only drainage the other houses have is a
surface drainage *—They have a sewerage in the rear; we wanted to do away
with that and have a number of openings to the sewer.

2106. Do you think that the indisposition is on the part of the landlords or
the tenants *—The tenants are very unwilling ; and unless they have very long
leases of their property, they seldom do make those applications.

2107, When the new sewer was made, was it contemplated to stop up the
open drain belind #—No. There would be vast difficulty in doing that, inas-
much as no persons could interfere with their draining into that open sewerage,
without deing injury to the parties.

2108. Chairman.] Could not you cover it over 7—Yes.

2109. Mr.
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2100. Mr. T:gfuci'f.} Who applied to have this sewer made *—The owners of
the houses on each side of the road. . R

2110. Having applied for it, they have not availed themselves of it 7—They
have not.

2111. Chairman.] You have stated that it would be a very great advantage
to them ; are there in your district many rows of houses in populous distriets in
which there is no sewer at all 2:—Yes, a great many.

2112. And no underground drainage at all -—DNo.

2113, Have you any doubt that underground drainage is very conducive to
the health of the inhabitants i—There can be but one opinion upon that

int.

ar14. Mr. Tufnell.] When this application was made to have this sewer
made up the road, why was not it thought best to cover up the open sewer ?
Because we thought that by making a sewer in the road we should be able to
accommeodate both sides of the road. The old sewers are on a very high level.
The new sewers are constructed on a very low level, so as to give them the
advantage of draining their basement stories.

2115, Chairman.] The basement stories still remain below the level of the
drain which is used !—Yes, they do.

2116. What is the general rent of the houses along the Camberwell-road ?
—The houses from Bethel's-bridige to Camberwell-green, on the average, 60
and 701 a year.

2117. Ifthat is the case with the owners of houses of that size, that they feel
an unwillingness, is it not likely that there will be an inereased unwillingness
on the part of the owners of houses of the poorer classes /—I have generally
found from experience that the owners of the houses of the poor are very
unwilling to do anything; as long as they get their rent, 25 or 35 a week for
a cottage of one single room, they care very little about the state of the
SEWCTAZC.

2118. Do you think that under the present regulations the state of those
poorer houses is very much neglected }—Very much, indeed.

2119. To the great injury of the inhabitants —Yes; we brought up the
Camberwell sewer to a certain point in order to drain a pond on Camberwell-
green, a stagnant pond ; it was placed within reach of the houses adjoining to
make a drain from that pond into the sewer, but we have not been able to pre-
vail upon them to do it.

z120. It appears that what iz everybody’s business is nobody’s business, and
that this, which was a necessary thing to be done for the health of the neigh-
bourhood, is wholly neglected, because there is no proper authority to compel
them to do it +—Yes. ]

2121. To the injury of the district : —Decidedly ; that pond is very injurious
to the health of the district, in my opinion. There are one or two points which
are rather remarkable : in the parish of Rotherhithe there are no waterworks,
and all the water the inhabitants get there is generally from the sewers; into
those sewers all sorts of filth are thrown in ; we cannot get men of property to
come forward to make new sewers in that district; they say, if you sink them
deeper we should lose the water, upon which they depend, in consequence of
waterworks not being established in that distriet.

2122, A supply of good water is very much wanted *—VYes, decidedly.

2123. Mr. Tufiell.] Has any other line of sewer, except that at Camberwell,
been lately perfected :—Yes, a great many.

2124. Have persons generally not availed themselves of them —No ; there is
another sewer which goes through a very populous distriet; the inhabitants
there are very glad to avail themselves of the opportunity of emptying into that
sCwer,

2125. Chairman.] In this district have you found a willingness to avail
themselves of the sewers F—Yes.

2120. Mr. Twfuell.] This sewer must have been constructed at a very great
expense —Yes. Our district is in a very bad soil : there are gquicksandz, and it
becomes very difficult to construct sewers in such a soil ; and, therefore, there
15 more expense incurred in consequence. We are obliged to adopt east-iron
bottoms to construct them at that low depth.

2127. Can you account for the fact, that the inhabitants of this district should
have applied for the construction of this sewer, creating a rate upon the dis-
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triet, and then not have availed themselves of it > —Being carried down to so
great a depth, it has an cficet in draining the district. Immediately that the
sewer was constructed, all the wells about were dry; that shows that the sur-
rounding surface was improved by the new sewerage, and perhaps those houses
were a litile benefited by that.

2128, Chairman.] Your observation as to the neglect of the occupiers of
houses, and particularly of those let to the poorer classes, to make improve-
ments in the distriet, extends in a greater or a less degree to the whole of the
populous district within your survey *—1 think so.

2120. In your opinion, additional powers are necessar r r—Decidedly so. T
am about to excente a sewer 900 feet in length, surrounding the property of
Guy's Hospital ; they applied to the Board for leave to arch it over ; that was
immediately complied with, they paying two-thirds of the expense, the other
one-third being paid by the commissioners ; inasmuch as we ascertained. from
the depth of the sewerage, the neighbourhood would be benefited, it was tﬂnught
that the commissioners should pay the difference in the expense.

Mr. James Riddall Wood, called in: and Examined.

2150, Chairman.] YOU have been employed by the Statistical Society of
Manchester for several years past in the investization of several populous dis-
tricts in Lancashire, have you not *—I have, and also in other counties besides.

2131. You were occupied for some time in an inguiry into the state of the
education of the humbler classes in Liverpool, were you not *—I was, and the
state of education generally.

2132. And also in Manchester :—7Yes.

2133. And also at Saltord —Yes, and at Bury and at York.

2134. You have had an opportunity in those several districts of seeing what
the state of the dwellings and habitations of the wurking classes is, have you
not *—1I have.

2135. With respect to Liverpool, what is the condition of the habitations
of the working classes in the poorer parts of Liverpool with regard to drainage,
cleansing, and ventilation :—"

I'hie evidence 1 have to give with respect to Liver-
pool will refer to the latter end of 1835, and the commencement of 1836.
2136. Whilst you were condueting that inquiry, did you make a note of the
number of inhabited courts and cellars oceupied in that borough *— 1T did.
2157. Do you recollect that the summary of the number of courts in the
borough of Liverpool was 2,271 ?—1I recolleet that it was about that number.
213%. And that the number of cellars inhabited was 7,493 }—Yes.

2139. At that time the estimated population of the borough was 230,000 F—
It was. :

2140, It is stated in that Report, that the number of courts inhabited by two
families at least, and of which the far greater proportion have only one outlet
to the street, 15 1,964 ™—7Yes, that is the fact.

2141. In consequence of their not having more than one outlet, were they
close, so that very little air could pass through them :—¥ery much so.

2142. Was that a state of things injurious to the health of the inhabitants 7—
Yes. Tdrew up a report of the physical and moral condition of Liverpool ;
presented it to the Statistical Society at Manchester; it was communicated in
manuseript, but not printed.

2143. In conzequence of this, your attention was particularly turned to the
subject 7— Yes. SBeveral of the courts have 16 houses; some have double that
number; and in one with 16 houses, 40 families were resident.

2144. Was that a court with only one outlet -—No, there are two outlets;
but the entrance was exceedingly narrow, and with a number of families resid-
ing in them, the houses were very lofty and very close.

2145. The statement made as to these cellars ig, that they are occupied az
permanent dwellings, their inhabitants sleeping in them at night, as well as
living by day ; is that an accurate account *—It is quite correct.

2146, Was the state of the working classes who inhabited those very poor
and miserable, in your opinion *—Yes, from what I saw ; and 1 visited the eel-
lars, and took the dimensicns of them in almost every strect,

2147. Were they very confined 7—Yes, the average dimensions were about
12 feet by 10, of those lying on the north shore, to the north of Dale-street. L

2148. i
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2148, Did they want ventilation ?—Extremely so; there was no thorough
draught ; there was scarcely a cellar in that district which had anything like
a thorough draught ; I had some difficulty in getting down without dirtying
my top-coat.

2149. Was the state of the houses injurious to health ;—Yes ; Mr. Dixon, at
the Town-office, urged upon me the necessity of discontinuing my visits on
account of the fever which prevailed. To give an idea of the extent of it, the
expense for that year of boards for coffins (the coffins being made on the pre-
mises by the paupers,) was 4411 9 5. 44, merely for boards for one year, and
that was not one of the cholera years.

2150. Mr. Tufnell.] Does fever prevail more among those who reside in the
cellars than those who live in the uplpr_'r stories *—Decidedly so; I was about
11 months going through the whole of the town ; I took great pains in visiting
the habitations.

2151. Generally speaking, there was a family in the cellar, and another in the
upper story ?—Yes.

2152, Did the fever prevail more in the cellars than in the other rooms of
the house >—Certainly ; the district in which the fever principally prevailed was
that in which the cellars abound ; but supposing the inhabitants of the cellars
to have the fever, it would frequently extend itself to the upper stories of the
house.

2153. Chairman.] Do you recollect that in those cellars in which the fever
prevailed at the time to which you refer, there were no less than 31,000 per-
sons living *—Between 31,000 and 32,000 persons was the calculation I made ;
giving five to a cellar.

2154. Forming two-thirds of the whole working population :—Yes.

2155. Mr. Tufnell.] What was the rent paid for a cellar /—The rent paid
was from about 1+ 64, or 25, to 3s. 94.; the 3s. 94d. will be two-room cellars ;
but the general rent [ do not suppose exceeds 25, a week.

2156. Chairiman.] Do you recollect subsequently some doubt being east upon
the aceuracy of this account :—Yes, most distinetly.

2157. Did another inquiry take place under the sanction of the head con-
stable of Liverpool ?—Yes.

2158. Did it appear, then, upon a closer inspection, that the number was not
7,493, but 7,862, showing a greater number than you had before stated r—Yes ;
and I was asked to account for that, and [ found that we went on a different
principle ; they counted all the dwellings used as cellars, though they might
be at the time of the inquiry not in cccupation. 1 did not reckon those; I
merely counted those in actual occupation at the time.

2150. The subsequent inquiry showed that yours was not overstated : —Yes.

2160. With respect to houses built back to back, without ventilation, are
there many of those in Liverpool *—There are many, and they are very much
increasing. It is a very profitable deseription of property.

2161. There can be no poessible ventilation through the rooms, in conse-
quence of their construction *—Just so.

2162, Is not that construction very injurious to the health of the inha-
bitants :—It must be so.

21603. Is that increasing *—They were increasing very much at that time.

2164. With respeet to the cleansing and drainage in the poorer parts of
Liverpool, where the working population live, what is the state of the drains;
are there covered drains coming up into those lanes and alleys, or only surface
drainage i—Chiefly surface drainage, especially in that portion of the town to
which [ have been alluding, and where the cellar habitations prevailed ; in con-
sequence of that, the smell in the cellars is most offensive, and many persons
have stated that they are obliged in the night to quit their eellars, on account
of the offensive gas that comes into them.

2165. With open drains, what is the state of cleansing of those small courts
and narrow alleys ; is the refuse left stagnating, or is it cleared away F—It is
left there for a considerable time; and during the fall of the year, it was so
offensive, I was generally obliged to earry my handkerchief to my nose as I
passed along ; 1 have noticed decayed vegetables, the offal of fish, and other
vegetable and animal substances, polluting the atmosphere : it appeared a won-
der that there was not even greater sickness than I found. In some of the
small streets it was so bad, it was difficult to get along at all.
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21606. Filth and dirt remained accumulated theve from time to time, without
being removed }—Yes, that was the case, :

2167. Did the children in those densely-crowded districts appear to suffer in
their decency, cleanliness, and health > —Remarkably so ; so much so, that I
frequently wmade motes of that circumstance, the squalid appearance of the
children in the schools, and also the absence of a great number of children
frequently from the schools, owing to the prevalence of the scarlet fever
(several had been taken with it,) and the prevalence also of measles and ]:mup:
ing-cough.

2168. Mr. Tufuell.] Do you consider those originated or aggravated by the
state of the atmosphere } —Decidedly so ; and the close state of the rooms in
which those schools were kept.

2169. Chairman.] Are there any building regulations in Liverpool, to prevent
the houses being constructed in a way injurious to the health of the inhabit-
ants ?—I have inquired, and there are no such rezulations.

2170. Would such regulations, in your opinion, be very favourable to the
health of the working classes ? —Decidedly so.

2171. With respect to the privies, and other conveniences belonging to those
houses, were they in a neglected state 7—In a most disgusting state, in many
places ; and what 1 coneeive is very injurious in more ways than one, there was
perhaps only one to a great number of habitations.

2172. Was the degree of stench from them execeedingly bad *—Very much

g0, especially in warm weather,

2173. Was there any system of inspection or cleansing of those distriets *—
No, there appeared nothing of that sort; I suspect they were never cleaned,
till they were forced by neecessity to attend to it.

2174. Would not some system of inspection in districts of this nature, where
the humbler classes live, be extremely advantageous to them in point of health
and comfort *—I will read a remark [ made to the Committee upon that sub-
jeet: © If all buildings, both in streets and courts, were subjected to appointed
ing.-p(:umrﬂ, who should 2ee that proper arrangements were made for vuuti]ntinn,
and the carrying off foul water, &c. the public, I coneeive, would derive immense
permanent benefit, although such an interference might be considered by land-
lords as an invasion of the rights of private property.”

2175. Some regulations, in your opinion, appear absolutely necessary with
respect to that distriet *—Decidedly.

2170. Mr. Tufnell.] In the better parts of Liverpool is there a good system
of sewerage i—Within the last three years a great improvement has taken place
in Liverpool; but I suspect that has been confined more to the great leading
thoroughfares and principal streets.

2177. It has not extended to the dwellings of the humbler classes —Not
to the same extent. [ have generally taken a turn round, when I have been in
Liverpool, to see whether there was a difference, and I think there is an im-
provement in some of the streets [ have mentioned in my report, to which
attention appears to have been directed ; still they are in a very bad state,

2178, Chairman.] Has there been any alteration in the construection of the
houses 7—No.

2179. There are a great many courts in Liverpool with only one outlet ?—
Yes. I have a plan which will show that, which I will lay before the Com-
mittee. It is astonishing to see the immense number of courts with only one
outlet,

2180, Mr, Tw/nell.] When a cellar lets for 25 a week, is the rent of the
rooms above higher :—The rent of the first floor and the ground floor is higher
than the cellar.

2181. Do the parties take those cellars for cheapness, or for warmth *—I
think for cheapness; and there is another reason why they wish to have a
cellar, particularly in Liverpool: in a cellar they have an opportunity of
exposing to the street vegetables and herrings, and so on; they carry on little
retail trades, which are exceedingly injurious to the health of the inhabitants.
I have gone down into cellars frequently, to take the dimensions of them, and
to converse with the people, and many have complained that their health was
suffering, but they said, What were they to do.

2182, Chairman.] The Committee understand that you went to inquire into

he state of the education of children, and that you found it exceedingly

deficient,
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deficient, and that the instruction they had was, a great deal of it, very indif-
ferent :—Just so. .

2183. In page 10 of your report, it is stated, * That the condition of most
of the schools in an extensive and populous district, stretching upwards from
the north shore to the Scotland Road, is wretched in the extreme, correspond-
ing, in a remarkable manner, with that of the population.” Is that correct *—
It is.

2184. It is stated in the note that you were obliged to inspect every street
in the town, and that in doing so, you took an opportunity of collecting much
valuable information with respect to the general condition of the streets and
houses, and of the persons inhabiting them *—That was the fact.

2185, It is stated, “ With few exceptions, the dame schools are dark and
confined ; many are damp and dirty ; more than one-half of them are used as
dwelling, dormitory, and school-room, accommodating in mnr?' cases a family
of seven or eight persons ; above 40 of them are cellars.” Is that an accurate
account :—It is.

2186. That must be very injurious to the health of the children *—Cer-
tainly.

2187, In another part it is said, “ Of the common day-schools in the poorer
distriets, it is difficult to convey an adequate idea, so close and offensive is the
atmosphere in many of them, as to be intolerable to a person entering from the
open air, more especially as the hour for quitting school approaches.  The
dimensions rarely exceed those of the dame schools, while frequently the
number of scholars is more than double. Bad as this is, it is much aggravated
by filth and offensive odour arising from other causes.” Is that an accurate
account r—1It is quite correct.

2188, Can such a state of things exist without very much injuring the
health of the children of the working classes —Certainly not.

2189. Do you recollect pointing out this to the mistress of a dame school,
and her replying, they thrive best in dirt 7—Yes.

2190, Mr. Tufuell.] What do they teach in the dame schools *— Reading,
sewing, and knitting.

2191. Chairman.] Was it the fact that the masters were generally ignorant
of the depressing and unhealthy effects of the atmosphere which surrounded
them, and that they did not consider it desirable that their schools should be
better ventilated *—Yes ; [ was very much surprised to find that the case ; few
masters had sufficient intelligence to see that; and I was frequently obliged to
request them to open the window, or to allow it to be opened, and to stand
near it, the atmosphere was so close and offensive,

2192. Your report states, * A circumstance which proves the unwholesome
condition of many of these schools is, the very rapid spread of infections or
epidemic disorders, which oceasionally make their appearance in them. The
measles, scarlet fever, smallpox, and opthalmic affections never attack one
scholar alone ; frequently one-half of the scholars are affected at the same time ;
and some of the schools have been visited at times when two-thirds of the
children usually attending were detained at home by such complaints” }—
Yes, I remember an instance in Liverpool of scarlet fever in a school ; the
mistress told me that above one-half had, within the last 10 days, been taken
with searlet fever, and that then one child was lying ill with scarlet fever, A
similar instanee occurred in Manchester of measles; it proceeded to a much
greater extent ; a child was ill in a erib, in the very room in which the school
was held, and the mistress was in fact ill in bed at the same time,

21093. Mr. Tufnell.] You are aware, no doubt, that in schools, even of a
superior class, unless the children are dispersed, it runs through the school ¥—

Yes, but it appears to me that it acquires greater virulence in the cases of
those schools,

2104. Chairman.] The report states, “ These cases have invariably oceurred
in the most unhenllh}' and ill-ventilated schools, while in schools more favour-
ably circumstanced, it has rarely happened that more than three or four of
the scholars have been absent on account of illness at the same time ™ > —That
was the fact ; the number of schools in which cases of that kind oceurred were
confined chiefly to those distriets.

2195. Do you remember in those populous districts a sehool in a garret up
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three pair of dark broken stairs, with 40 children in the compass of 10 feet by
97—Yes, I remember that.

2190, * On a perch forming a tri:mgle with the corner of the room sat a
cock and two hens, under a stump-bed immediately beneath was a dog-kennel,
in the occupation of three black terriers, whose barking, added to the noise of
the children and the cackling of the fowls, on the approach of a stranger, was
almost deafening. There was only one small window, at which sat the master,
obstructing three-fourths of the light it was capable of admitting™ *—1I recollect
those eircumstances perfectly.

2197. Those are schools to which a very large number of children in Liver-
poeol constantly resort *—Yes.

2195, Mr. Tufnell.] What is the sum paid at those schools *—From 24. a
week to Gd. in the dame schools; with the exception of some for the middling
classes, they do not get Gd.

2109. Are you aware whether in any towns there is a regulation for sending
the pauper children to a school at a distance from the town ? —There is.

2200. Are you of opinion that such a regulation might be beneficially intro-
duced into Liverpool ?—I am fully convinced of the value of such a regulation,
but I conceive it would meet with some strong objections from certain quarters ;
but undoubtedly I think it might be carried into effect with very great benefit
to the town.

2201. Chairman.] In page 18 you state that, after having remarked the
nature of those schools, the sufficiency of light and of space and proper ven-
tilation are essential in every school, but few of the masters or mistresses ecan
afford them; and the difficultics they have to contend with in consequence of
these defects have a tendency to distract their attention, to exhaust their
energies, and depress their spirits to an extent of which they themselves are not
at all aware.” Is that an accurate observation, in your opinion ?—It is perfectly
true ; the very small sum they charge is not a sufficient remuneration f}:ll' them;
they cannot subsist upon it.

2202. Those were not schools for the children of the paupers, but schools to
which the children of the working classes went : —Yes.

2203. In page 40, after stating the many thousands who have thus neglected
education, you state, “ there are not less than 30,000 children, between the
ages of five and 15, receiving no education, either really or nominally.” Is that
accurate *—It requires qualification ; it is rather ambiguous as it is put here;
I wished it to be altered at the time. This iz only a report which stated how
matters were at the time the inguiry was made ; but we cannot infer from this
that there are 30,000 children in Liverpool who are never receiving, and never
have received, any education at all ; but this is the inference that a superficial
reader would derive from this report, which ought to be somewhat qualified :
at the time this inqguiry was made there were 30,000 children whoe did not
appear to be attending any school.

2204, Mr. Tufuell.] Arve there any burial-grounds in the town :—Of course
there are several burial-grounds in the central part of the town, but they are
not so much resorted to now as the large burial-grounds are; they are more
within the outskirts.

2205. Do you know whether they affect the atmosphere of those poorer
districts —No. [ think there is one circumstance which very much affects the
atmosphere in those districts in which the cellars are parficularly: there is a
great deal of broken ground, in which there are pits; the water accumulates
in those pits, and of course at the fall of the year there is a good deal of water
in them, in which there have been thrown dead dogs and cats, and a great
many offensive articles. This water is nevertheless used for culinary purposes.
I could not believe this at first. 1 thought it was only used for washing, but
I found that it was used by the poorer inhabitants for culinary purposes.

2206. Was that owing to the want of a supply of water?—Yes. There is a
good supply of water for the poor, if they had the means of preserving it.
The water is turned on a certain number of hours during the day, four hours,
perhaps ; the poor go to the tap for it; it is constantly running, and each poor
person fetches as much as they have pans to receive; but they are not well
supplied with these articles, and in consequence of that they ave frequently out
of water. It is not sufficient for washing, or anything of that kind. 1

2207. Chairman.] Under the eircumstances, it is not an adequate !ﬂ.lppij' —

1t is not. 4
2208. The




SELECT COMMITTEE ON HEALTH OF TOWNS. 133

2208, The consequence is, they resort to this stagnant water as a substitute ?
—They do.

2000, Have you had an opportunity of investigating the state of the poorer
population of Manchester /—I have.

2210, Do you know the sort of dwellings they reside in, as far as regards the
form of their residences, and their cellars, and so on *—1I had the same opportu-
nities as at Liverpool; but during the time of prosecuting the Manchester
inquiry I was in delicate health, and therefore did not go so minutely into it.
I visited the cellars, but I did not count the number. My impression is, that
they are not nearly so numerous in Manchester as in Liverpool ; bad as they
are, they are of a superior description, as far as light and ventilation go.

2211. Though, generally speaking, they arein a better condition than those
at Liverpool, are there still a great many of those damp and unwholesome
cellars in which the poor reside in Manchester :—Yes.

2212. Are there many courts in Manchester *—Not so many as in Liverpool ;
but there are a great many very narrow streets, cottage property, and with double
cottages ; consequently, there can be no ﬂl{]rﬂilﬁll draft ; and this species of
property, I conceive, with the simple exception of having an outlet at each end,
is quite as injurious to health as the court property.

2213. They are the habitations in which a great proportion of the working
classes reside +—Yes.

2214. Are they still going on building in the same form and way i{—They
are ; it is a profitable species of property, very lucrative.

2215. The owners get what rent they can out of the people who live in them,
and do not care very much, probably, about the health of the inhabitants :—
That is the case.

2210. With regard to cleansing and sewerage, what is the state of that in
Manchester *—Decidedly bad ; to say worse than Liverpool, would perhaps be
going too far, but quite as bad.

2217. Injurious to the health of the inhabitants, in your opinion :—Yes; I
had an opportunity of observing that. During the whole time the cholera pre-
vailed I was in the habit of visiting different neighbourhoods, for the purpose of
ascertaining their qh_vsiual condition, and I could prediecate pretty well before
hand where it would prevail to the greatest extent: Buxten-street, and Pump-
street, and all those neighbourhoods. 1 frequently said if we had the cholera,
it would prevail in those districts, and I strongly recommended that some
measure should be taken for the cleansing of those streets and the habitations,
and I applied at the town offices for that purpose, but I did not suecceed in

ting anything done. There was a town meeting in the township in which

reside, for the purpose of erecting a cholera hospital, which I attended ; that
was the only town meeting I did attend. I objected to the proposed plan, and
stated that the money would be much better expended in cleansing the streets
and the habitations of the working classes, and recommending to them strongly
cleanliness as the best means of preventing its spreading in the town.

2?11 8. Did youfind great portions of those districts grossly neglected  —Very
much so.

2219. Was that neglect of cleansing and drainage, and so on, the great cause
of ill health to the working classes there *—The principal cause.

2220. Was filth, piled up in the way you describe in Liverpool, left in a way
to taint the air, and be injurious to the health of the inhabitants 1—Very much
in the same way ; one disadvantage Manchester labours under is, that it is on a
much lower surface, and the water is more stagnant in consequence ; and when I
represented the matter at the town offices, I was told that those streets to
which I directed attention were not on the town books ; that they were private
property, and the town could not interfere with them.

2221. They were, however, greatly neglected +—They were.

2222, Did the inhabitants appear to suffer in their health in consequence -—
Yes; at two or three periods, I knew of fever having spread remarkably in those

districts.
. 2223. Was the appearance of the children dirty and squalid and depressed,
n consequence of those close and neglected dwellings, in your opinion *—In my
opinion, it was; of course there were exceptions; sometimes we saw, in the
midst of the filth, children as healthy and well as one would wish to see children,
but there were many in a state of the greatest wretchedness ; whether that
0.47. 83 should
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should be all attributed to the state of the atmosphere, or part to the poverty
of the parents, of course I cannot say, but suck was the fact.

2224. Do you think, having attended wvery much to school tuition, and
accustomed to see the progress of children, that their living in those dirty,
filthy dwellings, with the miserable inconveniences you have referred to, would
have an effect in lowering the moral tone of the children, doing away with a
great deal of the advantage they would otherwise receive at those schools *—
I have expressed it very much in that language in my report; that ismy decided
opinion.

2225. So that as long as these things are neglected, and this filth remains
about, it lessens very much the advantage which would be received from good
tuition in the schools *—Very much so; it has not only an injurious effect phy-
sically but morally.

2220, Do you recollect having reported with respect to schools to which a
very numerous body of scholars in Manchester went, for instance, the dame-
schools, “ This is the most numerous elass of schools, and they are generally in
the most deplorable condition™ —That is quite accurate.

2227, Also, you go on to say, “These schools are generally found in very
dirty, unwholesome rooms ; frequently in elose damp cellars, or old dilapidated
garrets ; in one of these schools 11 children were found in a small room in
which one of the children of the mistress was lying in bed ill of the measles™ ?
~—I recollect that cireumstance well.

2228, “ Another child had died in the same room of the same complaint a
few days before, and no less than 30 of the usual scholars were then confined
at home with the same disease”?—Yes; the woman represented herself as
having 40 scholars in ordinary times.

222g. Did these observations apply to a large class of schools, to which a
great number of the children of the working classes came *—They did, to the
majority.

2250. Would not such a state of things be highly injurious to the health of
the children r—Certainly, very injurious; and that point | represented fre-
quently to the Committee.

2231. With respect to any play-grounds being appendant to the schools of
the latter class, either in Manchester or Liverpool, were there any play-grounds
where they could get the change necessary for young persons r—No, 1 do not
recollect a single instance of a private school for the working classes having a
play-ground. I think I can venture to say that neither in Manchester nor
Liverpool was there a common day or dame-school, or any school of that class,
where there was a play-ground, or anything which could be considered of that
character, and the public schools are very deficient in that respect.

2232, With respect to Salford and Bury, how far do the observations you
have made, with reference to the buildings, and the want of drainage, and so
on, apply to the dwellings of the working classes in these towns also :—1 think
they were very much the same in both those places.

2233. Those are hoth towns which have rapidly inereased in population and
in wealth lately *—They are.

2233*. In those, as well as in other large towns you have spoken of, the situ-
ation of the labouring classes appears to have been greatly neglected >—Very
much so.

2224. You are aware that there is no law at present to prevent the construe-
tion of houses in any form persons choose, and no means of preventing their
being constructed so as to be very injurious to health #—It was on that princi-
ple that T urged upon the Committee the importance of something being done
in the way of inspection.

2235. Do you not think that sanitary provisions would be highly, desirable
to the health of the lower classes '—1 think them highly necessary.

2246, Do you think regulations to enforce cleansing and ventilation are highly
desirable to the health of the inhabitants ?—I think them highly desirable.

2257. Are you aware there is a great deal of ill health and a great deal of
expense thrown upon the richer class in consequence of the neglect of those
precautions which might be taken *—1 am aware that there is a great cxpense
thrown upon the richer classes, and I have no doubt that the health of many
ig seriously affected.

2238. Have you any doubt that the state of the poorer classes in those towns

in these respects is the cause of a great deal of discontentr—I would not un-
dertake
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dertake to say that that is the cause; but I am quite sure, from the conversa-
tions I had with them from house to house, that it aggravates any feeling
that they have, however unjustly, conceived, that there is no sympathy
with them, and that there is nothing done to increase their comforts; and
this frequently they have remarked to me when I spoke about the state of the
drains ; even so late as last year, in Hull, when I made some inguiries from
house to house, they frequently made remarks to that effect; that the habita-
tions of the poor and the comforts of the poor were altogether neglected ; that
the parties who were commissioners, or who had the power of making altera-
tions and drains, and improving the streets, and so on, had taken care of their
own property and their own dwellings, and left the streets in which they re-
gided almest entirely without such conveniences.

2240. You think that is the prevailing opinion among them ?—Yes, 1 think
much more than there is ground for ; but that it is a very prevalent opinion.

2240, Are you able to speak to the state of Ashton, Staleybridge, and
Duckinfield :—Yes.

2241. With relation to all these towns, the population of which is very large,
without going to the minutie, do the same general observations apply to the con-
struction of the dwellings, and the want of ventilation, cleansing, and so on f—
Yes, but with this difference, that in Staleybridge and Duckinfield, and also
in Ashton and Bury, there are much fewer cellar habitations, and the number
of houses in which the rooms are set off to separate tenants is much smaller
than in Manchester and Liverpeol, and that I conceive owing very much to
old large houses having got perhaps in the hands of an owner who does
not choose to go to expense, or being in some neighbourhood which has
become a low neighbourhood, and he finds he can make more of his old house
by letting it off in that way than taking it down and rebuilding it ; that is done
to a very great extent indeed ; and in Liverpool, to my knowledge, there are
many instances in which that has been done ; one of these old houses, in which
there were five families, was blown down, or fell dewn, in the night, and there
were three or four lives lost, and one person was taken to the infirmary ; and
a few nights afterwards another house fell down, aad another life was lost.

2242, With reference to the eonstruetion of houses in the towns mentioned,
Salford, Bury, Ashton, Staleybridge, and Duekinfield, the want of ventilation
and cleansing, in the case of the alleys and narrow lanes where the poorer
classes dwell, do the same general observations apply :—They do.

2243. The same neglect of decency and comfort and cleanliness which you
have observed in the other distriets 7—Very similar.

2244. Doubtless producing the same gencral effect upon their health, and
their comfort, and so on *—Yes, I should consider that it had the same effect.

2245. Does the use of ardent spirits prevail greatly among the poorer classes
in those districts yon have referred to ?-=Tt does.

2246, Have you any doubt that in many instances where you found all kinds
of dirt and filth, and those evils prevail, they resort to the dram for a short
refuge :—VYes; | think it is quite natural that men educated as they have been
should do so.

2247. Do you not think that if their dwellings could be made more com-
fortable, and the decencies and cleansing of those places attended te better, that
would have the effect of improving their dispositions, and inereasing their desire
to be at home !—Anything which tends to elevate their physical condition, and
to improve their domestic comfort, must have a good effect upon them.

2248, It would improve the character of their children if they were more
comfortable at home, would it not #—I conceive it would have that effect.

2240. Have you found any cases of other disorders which appeared to be
made worse |i}' the situation in which those ]mupllr_- were '—The sm:;l!]mx, measles,
scarlet I'u:_-rer., hooping-cough, [ saw some very remarkable instances of that where
they had spread very considerably, aggravated very much by those causes.

2250. Has your observation been attracted, during the time you have been in
Liverpool and Manchester, to the state of the sewers and drainage, open pits
and stagnant water, immediately round the populous districts referred to ?—It
has, and I have represented the matter frequently in different quarters.

2251, Are there drains and stagnant places left open in the populous dis-
tricts immediately round Manchester and Liverpool =—There are. | have re-
presented this to the authorities, but I was told that they were not upon the
town books, and that they therefore could not meddle with them.

0.47. 84 2252, Were
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2252. Were those open pits and stagnant pools and filthy spots very nume-
rous -—Yes,

2253, Do you apply that answer to both Manchester and Liverpool =—Yes.
With regard to Manchester, I know cases where, in the very front of the
houses, there is constantly stagnant water at the fall of the yvear. I can almost
be certain there will be cases of fever in those houzes ; and from inquiries
that 1 made, there never comes a year but during the months of Oectober
and November and December there is fever prevails to a greater or less extent
according to the state of the atmosphere. }

2254. Is this a populous district, inhabited chiefly by the working classes:—Yes,

2255. Does the same thing apply to other parts round Manchester '—Yes,

2250. And also to places in the neighbourhood of Liverpool 7—Yes, remark-
2257. Have fevers and other complaints been generated, in your opinion,
very much by the want of sanitary provisions >—Yes, there is no doubt of that.

ab
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Mr. James Riddall Wood, called in; and further Examined.

2258. Chairman.] YOU were employed by the Statistical Society of Birming-
ham, for the purpose of making inquiry into the state of education in that town,
were vou not >—I was.

2259. In what year >—Early in the year 1838.

2200. How long were you occupied in that inquiry ?—About two months.

2201. During that time did you make strict inquiry into the state of the schools,
and the state of the humbler classes in Birmingham ?—As strict as [ could,
consistently with the time I had to devote to it.

22fi2-3. Had you an oppertunity, during your residence in Birmingham, of
frequently visiting the abodes of the humbler classes in various parts of the town?
—1I had.

22064. Do you recollect the population of Birmingham ?—In 1830 the popu-
lation was 140,086,

2265. Has it been increasing in population meost rapidly since that time?—
Very rapidly.

2260. Buildings have been extending themselves on all sides ?—Yes.

2267. Had you an opportunity of seeing at that time what was the state of the
dwellings of the humbler classes at Birmingham —Yes.

2268. The state of their dwellings is supposed to be a great deal better than
that of the peorer classes at Manchester and many Lancashire towns ?—Very much
better. In the first place, I rarely met with any dwellings at Birmingham in
which more than one family resided ; each family had a separate dwelling, and
they were not let off in flats as they are in Manchester and Liverpool to a very
great extent.

2260, The drainage is better, and the general aspect and comfort of the hum-
bler classes appears to be better regarded than it is in the populous Lancashire
towns #—Generally speaking, the streets and the drainage in Birmingham are very
superior to those in Manchester and other towns in Lancashire.

2270. Will you point out any districts in which that was not the case :—With
respeet to the construction of the houses that are being built at the present time,
or were at the time I was there, 1 observed particularly that there were a great
number of them double houses, as I should call them, and without a thorough air.

2271, Rows of houses built back to back ?—Yes.

2272, Those were intended for the dwellings of the working classes *—1Yes.

2273. There could not, in consequence of that, be that ventilation which was

necessary for the preservation of health ?—No.
2274, In



SELECT COMMITTEE ON HEALTH OF TOWNS. 137

2974, In what district was that—In the Borderley district, Iging _out towards
Gill Heath, and the streets running into Summer-lane and New Town-row, [
observed many dwellings of that description. ;

2275, Those were new houses 7—Yes, chiefly modern-built houses.,

2276, Was there the same thing going on in any other district r—I do not
recollect buildings to any extent to which that applied, except in !hut district.

2277, With respect to their being built in alleys or courts without thorough-
fares for air, was that the case in many parts *—7That was not much the case.

o278, Is that the case generally in the old town ?—-Yes, iz general ; as com-
pared with other places, it is much superior.

2270. As respects the draimage and sewerage, how is that ?—I made frequent
inquiries of the inhabitants of the courts, and found much fewer complaints; that
may be partly owing to its situation; it is all on inclined planes; probably the
drainage may not be in a much more perfect state than in Manchester; but Man-
chester lies on a dead level, or nearly =0 ; of course the situation of Birmingham is
better.

2280. Do you know whether there is underground, or only surface drainage ?
—1 know there was underground drainage in all the leading streets of the town,
and there were soughs, as they are called, lying along the sides of the streets,
covered over.

2281, Was there any portion of the suburbs in which there were open sewers
where there appeared to be neglect in those respects *—In Borderley and Deritend
particularly.

2282. Are those populous districts inhabited by the working classes '—Yes;
there appeared to me to be very great negleet in not covering over some very
offensive ditches running immediately before the houses, :

2283. There were open sewers :—Quite open, and lying immediately in front
of the houses.

2284. Would the smell and stench from those in warm weather be very ob-
noxious *—-Certainly.

2285. Did yon hear of any fevers in consequence?—1I heard a very terrible
account of Birmingham in that respect from Dr. Corvie: I stated that if fever
prevailed anywhere, it would probably be there ; and he said the principai portion
of fever cases he had was in that distrier.

2286, He is a physician, practising in Dirmingham ?—Yes, he is a physician,
and one of the Statistical Society.

2287-8. Did you take notice whether there was attention paid to the privies or
cesspools, or whether they were in a neglected state =—My impression was favour-
able in respect of Birmingham, as compared with other places.

2289. 1s the supply of water good in Birmingham —I think it is very good.

22g90. Are there any «pen places in the immediate vicinity of the town reserved,
so that the humbler classes may be enabled to take exercise at periods when they
have an opportunity /—I know of no places reserved for that purpose ; but there
are many places where the working classes have an opportunity of walking at
present.

2201. Are they open commons =—No, open roads.

2202. Are there any grounds reserved other than the thoronghfares *—No.

2203: The buildings there, of course, countinue extending and enlarsing the
surface of the town ¥—Very much so.

2204. Had you an opportunity of investigating the state of the children of
the poorer classes of an age to attend schools 7—I had.

22¢5. Can you give the number who do not attend any schools *—1I can give
the number not attending at the time the inquiry was prosecuted ; I have the
number ; between 5 and 15, there were 23,176 who were not receiving either
Sunday-school or day-school instruction at the time the inquiry was prosecuted ;
but I ought to state that at that period the poor were suffering very much in con-
sequence of the depressed state of trade, and 1 found schools which had had 20 or
a0, with nn];.' four or five scholars at that time. 1 made an inquiry in each school
as to the diminution which had twken within the last four months; the total
reduction they made to appear was 1,482 ; but in addition to that, there were
some schools that were given up entirely, and those I could not estimate, and
therefore they were not introduced into wmy aecount.

2290. With reference to the state of the dame schools in Birmingham, that was
better than in Liverpool and Manchester, was not it :—"Taken as a whole, it was
much better.

Qutkiy T 2297. Still
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22q7. Still it was, in your opinion, very defective *—Exceedingly defective.

2208, What was the number of children attending those schools ?—There were
207 dame-schools and 3,900 scholars.

22q9. What were the ages of these children —1,026 were under five years of age.

2300, What sert of dwellings and school-rooms were those in which the great
bady of those children attended P—The general feature of those schools was that
they were in confined situations ; small reoms, but generally on the ground floor,
and not, asin Liverpool and Manchester, frequently in cellars or garvets. I met
with an oceasional school in a garret, but they were very rare.

2301, Were they close ™—

I'hey were very close, and that was in the depth of
winter. I should imagine it would be much more unpleasant to visit them in
the heat of summer.

2302, Were they well ventilated ?—No, extremely ill ventilated.

2303. Was the state of them generally such as you would think would be inju-
rious to the health of young children constantly attending them ?—I should con-
ceive it would be so in many schools in a very great degree.

2304. With respeet to rjle common day-schools, what number of children were
attending them *—At the common day-schools, where reading, writing, and
arithmetic were taught, 4,280. i

2305. What was the state of the day-schools; were they airy and well venti-
lated, and well kept, or was the reverse their character >—In a small proportion of
them [ found they were held in places in which Sunday-schools were held ; con-
sequently they were more commodions, the places having been built for Sunday-
schools ; but the generality of them were in rooms far too small for the number
of children generally found in attendance on such schools. The number is gene-
rally larger in the common day-schools than in the dame-schools.

2306. Were they in general close and ill ventilated *—In general I should say
they were close and ill ventilated.

2307. Is the confinement in such close and ill-ventilated apartments, in a gene-
ral way, injurious to the health of the children *—Decidedly so.

2208, In that large town were there any play-grounds appendant to the dame
or day-schoolsr—None whatever.

2300. The children had no place in which they might take exercise in the inter-
vals between their lessons without being turned out into the street #¥—No ; in factit
was not the custom to allow an interval either during the morning or the afternoon ;
it was one point with me always to recommend an interval for about a quarter of
an hour, but 1 found very few instances where it was done.

2310. How long were those children kept in those close rooms on an ave ¢
—From nine to half-past 12 ; those in the dame-schools till 12, and in the ﬁr‘
noen, three hours again ; in the dame-schools it was two hours and a half.

2311, Without any interval for amusement or exercise — Yes,

2312. Did the children in those schools appear tired and dull ¥—I frequently
remarked, after 11 o'clock, that as I entered the school there was a languor both
about the masters and the scholars, and it was very difficult for the masters to get
them to go on with the ordinary school business quictly ; they seemed to be rest-
less 3 1 pointed this out to several intellizent masters, and they adwmitted that it
was true 3 that they felt a disinclination to struggle with the children after a cer-
tain period ; and I explained to them, that in coming into the school I felt such
an oppression of the chest, it was some time before my lungs were accommodated
to the atmosphere of the room from the closeness of it. :

2313, Have you any doubt that such a close atmosphere must have been injuri-
ous to the health of the children *—I know it is injurious; [ have seen many
instances of it.

2314. Mr. Greene.] You stated that you found a difference between Birming-
ham and Manchester ; that in Birmingham the inhabitants were principally living
in separate houses, and in Liverpoal and Manchester they were living several fami-
lies in one house ; was there au_l,'tlliug connected with the nature of the popula-
tion, or the habits of the people, wihich led you to account for that difference #—
I account for the absence of such a mode of living in Birmingham from the cir-
cumstance of their having very few Irish among them. ;

2315. Chairman.] 1s not the trade in the town of Birmingham of a different
character also i—Yes. L

;.:r_;] 6. Do not many of the workpeople carry on their tradesin their own houses *
—Yes.

2517. That iz not the case at Manchester ?—No. 2
2318,
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2318. So that they earn their bread, as well as live in their houses, in many
instances ?—Yes.

2310. Is it the case that in Manchester a very considerable number of the
working classes live in houses which they have to themselves, or do a considera-
ble proportion of them live in houses having separate flats *—Of course the majo-
rity reside in separate houses ; but at the same time there is a very large number,
in the denselv-populated districts in the neighbourhood of Ashley-street, Silver-
lane, and Buxton-street, residing in houses with separate rooms, in the same
house.

2320. Chairman.] Have you had an opportunity of seeing the state of the town

of Hull *—I have.

2321. Were you engaged in an investigation into the state of education in that
district F— Not particularly into the state of education ; but an investization into
the physical and moral condition of the inhabitants of the town.

2322, What is the state of the habitations of the working classes at Hull ; is it
not much better than in many of the Lancashire towns *—Yes, the general condi-
tion was much better than in most of the Lancashire towns.

23235. What is the population of Hull 7—In round numbers, 35,000 ; that is the
borough of Hull ; the whole population is, 1 think, rather better than 60,000,

2324. Itis the fourth port in the kingdom, is it not ?—Itis. In what is called
the North Myton district a very large portion of the poorer population reside ; and

some of the streets, a considerable number of them, are not in a much better con- -

dition than those of Liverpool; not quite so bad ; and there are no cellar habitations :
but there are courts, and courts of a very peculiar construction, a court within a
court, and then another court within that.

2325. There are no thoroughfares >—Merely a covered entrance ; and filth or
dirty water is thrown out; there is a gutter in the middle of the court, communi-
cating with the street; and thus it runs down to the common drains ; the leading
strects are sewercd.

2526, Those courts are not sewered *—No.

agaz, Are there no covered drains :—No.

2328. The wet and other matters remain on the surface *—Yes.

2326. Is this unfavourable to the health of the inhabitants >—Yes.

2330. Were those courts within courts inhabited by the poorer classes ¥—Yes.

2331. Are there any thoroughfares *—"There is a thoroughfare through most of
them ; in some there is no thoroughfare.

2332. Is there any means by which the air can pass through >—There is no
means by which the air can circulate in those districts; it is very oppressive to
breathe, particularly in the afterncon and in warm weather. [ would mention
what is called the North Ward and St. Mary’s Ward, and also the other two cen-
tral wards, and the Humber Ward ; in all those there are districts very similar to
those I have been describing, abounding with courts, which are close to the river ;
m fact, within the island formed by the Humber, the Hull, and the docks.

2333. Is that a very low, damp district 7 —Yes.

2334. A distriet therefore in which air and wind would be particularly neces-
sary ¢—Very much so.

2335. On the contrary, there is none r—No; the houses are very lofty, three
stories high, generally speaking, in that district ; and in most of the courts 1 could
almost reach across ; they are very narrow from front to front, not more than from
7 to 12 feet wide on the average.

2336. No attention appears to have been paid to the health of the inhabitants #
—None whatever ; they have been originally houses occupied by a superior class.
but in process of time they have been converted into tenements ; each house is let
off separately, on the principle that they are frequently in Manchester and Liver-
poel ; 1 found, I think, on the average, in some of the courts, 12 and 14 families
resident.

2337. Was there much fever and illness in those districts 7—There was to a
great extent in that district, at the time I visited it, a considerable degree of
fever, but it was at a season of the year when fever does prevail ; it was not nearly
s0 severe as | have seen it in Liverpool and Manchester,

2338. You are now referring to the old parts of Hull 7—Yes.

2330. With reference to the mew parts of Hull, are the houses built back to
back *—There are very few ; in some instances they are now in progress, in point
of fact, or were half a° year ago, and it seems to me to be a novel description of
buildings.

0.47. T 2 2340. This
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2340. This bad system of building the houses back to back appears to have
travelled across the island, and is now making progress in Hull *—I¢ appeared to
me to be so.

2341. You know the evils which arise in Liverpool from that constroction 7—
Yes, and Manchester too.

2342. Wherever that oceurs it must always be unfavourable to the health of
the inhabitants *—Yes, and 1 have been in the habit of seeing it for 15 vears.

2343. Are they in the habit of building the courts in Hull so narrow as in
other places ?—Not to the same extent ; there seems to be plenty of sround ;
around is not so valuable at present, consequently the tenants have a great deal
more comfort in the houses than they have in other large places T have visited.

2344. Is there any other part of Hull in which attention does not appear to be
paid to drainage or sewerage?—In some parts of the suburbs, near where the
manufactories are, there are several open sewers ; I did not investizate the houses
there, I merely went round; I had not time to visit every house, and I had no
instructions to that effect, but I went there for the purpose of obtaining a general
view ; many drains were open, and it was very offensive.

2345. Were those in the immediate vicinity of houses inhabited by the working
classes *—Yes.

2346, Did that negleet of covering them over appear to be noxious >—It could
not be otherwise.

2347. Did vou look to the state of the schools for the lower classes >—T went
into them, and I found them very much on a par in their physical condition with
the schools I have so frequently deseribed in the cases of Manchester and Liverpool.

2348. Were the day and the dame-schools of the same description as vou have
found in other places *—Yes.

2349. Were there any play-grounds where the children might be able to take
exercise in the intervals of school 7—No ; there were no play-grounds at all,

2350. They have no convenience of that sort, except being turned into the
streets '—DMNo, none at all.  ‘The lodging-houses 1 had an opportunity of visiting,
and taking down the number of the inhabitants, and ascertaining the character of
the parties ; there are an immense number of persons residing in them, as many as
50 in a house ; from 30 to 50; and in one room I have seen three beds, in which
a man, his wife, and daughter, & grown-up young woman, slept in one bed, and
two married couples in the other beds, one having a child; and I have seen many
instances where persons of both sexes were sleeping in the same room in different
beds. I ascertained the habits of the persons coming there ; they are generally of
a very questionable eharacter the persons coming to those lodgings; and the pro-
prietors of the lodging-houses are not very willing to afford information, but by
dint of a little application, I obtained a good deal of information respecting them ;
most of them were persons of bad charrcter.

2351, Were the houses in a neglected state as to ventilation and cleanliness 7—
Many of them exceedingly offensive and unfavourable to health; I found one
house in the central ward, in which there were three cases of fever at the time I
visited it.

2352. These houses are resorted to by persons of a shifting or migratory charac-
ter —Yes.

2353. So that il they take any disorder it is apt to spread *—Yes,

2354. Is there any precaution taken, or other sanitary regulations with regard
to those lodging-houses >—No, not at all.

2355 That is entirely neglected —Yes.

2550, Does not some system of regulation of that kind appear to be desirable
for the sake of the health of the community ?—1 think they should be subjected to
some sort of inspection.

2357. Were the rooms close, and had they noxious vapours in them when you
went in 7—Frequently they were very unwholesome ; 1 was obliged frequently to
go out.

2358, Were there many ol those houses in Hull 7—I should say there were
nearly 100 of the worst deseription; I am alloding to those which I consider
highly injurious to the physical and moral welfare of the people.

2550. Lord J. Siwart.] Are they without any regular system as to the removal
of filth by the scavengers *—Quite so0; in those courts they are precisely in the
same state as they are in Liverpool, with the exception that the people seem them-
selves to be a little more anxious after cleanlingss.

2360. Chairman.)
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as6o. Chairman.] There are no cellar habitations >—No. Mr. .1, R. Wood.

2361, They could not have cellars without being below the level of the water,
could they —No, I should think not.

2362. Mr. Vigors.] There are very few Irish in Hull *—The number of Irish
is very small there.

£ April 1840,

William Henry Duncan, 3. 0. called in; and Examined.

2363. Chairman.] YOU are a physician, living at Liverpool —1 am. V. H. Duncon,

a3fi4. Have you been residing there for some time *—1I am a native of Liverpooi. .0,

236i5. You are well acquainted with the town, and have been for many years ——
past 7—Yes; 1 have been physician to the dispensaries for 10 years; in fuct, ever
since I have been in practice.

246i6. You are generally acquainted with the state of the dwellings of the
working classes, and their general state, in the town of Liverpool and the suburbs ?
—1I have been in the constant habit of visiting the patients of the dispenzaries in
all districts of the town.

2367. What is the population at present F—By the census of 1531 the popu-
lation of the parliamentary borough was about 205,000 ; now I suppose it will be
250,000, estimating the increase not to have gone on in the same ratio as formerly ;
it had increased 40 per cent. during the former 10 years, but I should think not
more than 25 per cent. since that; the increase had been so very great before,
that it has not increased in the same ratio since.

2368. A very preat increase huos taken place in the buildings, in various
directions :—Yes, very great.

236ig. Are you acquainted with the account published by the Statistical Society
of Manchester of some particulars regarding the situation of the working classes in
Liverpool 7—I only know what is stated in the report on the subject o%t-ducatiun

_in Liverpool; it is confined very much to the state of education. R R

2370. A statement was made of the number of cellars occupied as permanent ‘\
dwellings, both by day and night, in the parish of Liverpool, and the remaining
portions of the borough, which turned out to be 7,403 7—Yes; and 1 have made
an estimate of inhabited cellars at the present time; I think 8,000 will not be at
all am over-estimate ; an accurate account was obtained of the number of inhabited
cellars two years and a half ago by means of the police, and it was at that time
between 7,800 and 7,900.

2371. There have been two accounts, the one stated by the Statistical Society,
of 7,403, which was in the year 1835 ; then that was examined and tested by the
local authorities at Liverpool, and the amount signed by Mr. Whitty, the head
constable, in which it was found that the number was 7,862 - —Yes.

24952, Have any been built since *—Yes, a gnnl:i number @ I have allowed {ml}f
140 for the two years and a half, so that it is rather under than over the mark.

2373. It is stated that a great portion of the inhabited cellars are dark, damp,
confined, ill-ventilated, and dirty; have you any doubt of the accuracy of that
account '— None whatever ; it is quite correct. ‘

2374. It is stated also, that taking the working population at two-thirds, the
whole of the persons living in cellars amount to one-fifth of the whole number:—
It is rather over than under one-fifth of the working population ; 1 have data on
which I have estimated the number of the working population at 175,000 out of
250,000; | caleulate that out of that number 38,000 live in cellars; that is allow-
ing rather less than five inhabitants, four-and-three-quarters, in each eellar, for
which I have also statistical data.

2375. You have no doubt of the correctness of that calculation 7 —Nuo.

2376. You refer to the cellars before described f—Yes. My, Whitty, the head
unr_mla.hl::, mentioned to me, two days ago, that he had no doubt five was a proper
estimale.

2377. Mr. Cowgper.] Do those cellars contain more than one family 7—Yes ;
frequently two or three, or more, families.

78. Have you prepared an account of those separately inhabited by more than
one fammly 7—I have not, but I have a statement of the averase number.

2370. Chairman.] According to Mr. Whitty's estimate, there would be 40,000
out of the population of Liverpool residing in celiars F—Yes; but I think he has
rather over-estimated it ; | think there are about one family and a half on an
average inhabiting each cellar in the worst districts of the town ; rather under that,
taking the average of several hundred cellars which were examined.

0.47. T3 2380, That
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2380. That report also states that there are in the borough of Liverpool 2,271
close courts, and that no court was counted in which at least two families did not
reside, and above one-third of the whole number contained six or more families,
and it is added that fesr of the courts have more than one outlet *—That is quite
correct ; six years ago [ counted the number of courts printed in the Directory of
Liverpool ; at that time there were considerably upwards of 2,000 ; I estimate
that now there are 2,400.

2381, Courts of the description referred to, with enly one outlet 7—Yes, gene-
rally speaking ; there are some which have two outlets, but the great majority,
particularly of the old courts, have only one communication with the street through
a narrow archiway of three feet wide, the upper part of which is generally buile
up ; the width between the two rows of houses varies from perhaps nine to 15
feet ; I have a diagram here to explain the structure of the courts.

2382, It is wnnecessary to ask you much of the construction of the courts ; is
that extremely injurious to health —There can be no doubt of it ; it prevents pro-
per ventilation.

[ The Fitness produced a Diagram, showing the nature of the Courts.]

2383. Not only is the end of the court built up, but the end which is open is con-
siderably narrower than the court itself '—Generally speaking, in the great majority
of courts ; very few have an entrance wider than four feet, and that is usually by an
archway covered over ; the houses in front of the street are zenerally built over it.

2384, The width of the courts is, you say, from nine to 15 feet between the
rows—VYes ; there are many only six feet.

2385, The construction would appear almost as if it was contrived for the pur-
pose of preventing ventilation 7—Yes ; further on (in the diagram) there is another
court; the backs of the houses in this court are built against the backs of the
houses in the other court.

2386. There are courts in which not only there is this construction followed,
but the houses in rows, forming the court, are back to back with the houses forming
other courts *=—Yes, that is the case in the majority of instances.

2487, So that no ventilation can pass through the court ?—No ; and at the
further end there is generally a privy, or two privies, with an ash-pit between the
two privies, and those are generally in a very bad state; there are frequently no
covers to the ash-pit, and no doors to the privies ; they are in the most abominable
state of filth.

2388, Mr. Cowper.] Are those the only conveniences in the whole court :—Yes;
and in some instances not only to the whole court, but to the whole street, for the
inhabitants of the whole street frequently make use of those privies, having none
of their own.

2380. Chairman.] Is it generally the case that the outlet to those courts is only
a passage under a house >—In most of the older courts that is the case.

2300. So that that one outlet admits very little air to the court >—Yes; but
in many of the courts more recently built the entrance is wider and not built over.

2301. It is unneceessary to ask you whether a construction could be contrived
more likely to be prejudicial to the health of the inhabitants of those courtsi—
It is scarcely possible to eonceive of any, considering the ]:J-npulati!:m of those courts.

2302. What is the average population of those courts +—I1 think the average is
between six and seven inhabitants to each house, and caleulating the number of
houses in each court at six, that would make about 36 or rather more in cach eourt ;
so that on that cstimate there will be 86,400 of the inhabitants of Liverpool living
in those courts.

2303. Are those chiefly of the working classes ?—Entirely ; except, perhaps,
that a few of the better kind of courts in Liverpool may be inhabited by shopmen
and small shopkeepers, and persons of that class.

2304 In addition to the 38,000 and upwards living in underground cellars, there
are 80,000 of the working classes living in those close courts in Lwcrdpu[.inl —Yes.

2505. Lord James Stuart.] ls there any communication by drains to the
common sewer 7—None; I do not know of any court in which there is an under-
sround drain; I frequently made the inquiry, from having been led to notice the
state of filth in which most of the courts were ; in fact, in the main streets, in the
greater number of those inhabited by the working classes, there are no sewers.

2300, Chairman.] Are the Committee to understand that there are neither
sewers nor underground drains in those courts *—None whatever.

29g7. What
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2397. What is the state of cleanliness, or filth, or neglect in those courls n
consequence >— They are generally extremely filthy ; all the refuse from the houses
i1 the courts is thrown into the ash-pit in the upper part of the court, or into the
court itself, or carried out into the street and allowed to lie in the middle of the
street; the scavengers come once a week, | believe, to remove the filth from the
streets. Pag it y s

2308. Are those bye-streets i—They are marked out in the plan as jo feet
wide ; that is wider than the average; the average of the streets in which the
poorer classes live is only about 25 feet.

2300. Do the scavengers come unlg once a week T—Yes. |

a400. Do they clear out the filth from the courts f=—No ; the courts are entirely
neglected ; in fact, the ash-pits arve frequently suffered to overflow and to run over
into the court. 2

2401. In what state are the privies’—Many of them in such a state that they
cannot be used. .

2402, Mr. Cowper.] Does it often happen that the houses contain more than
six inhabitants 7—-In one court 45 feet by 10 there are eight houses, containing 118
inhabitants ; that is an average of about 15 inhabitants to each house.

2403. Lord James Stuart.] How many human beings occupy any of the
rooms —There are only three rooms in those houses, and I have known four
families live in one room, about 10 feet square; that 1s not a very frequent occur-
rence ; in cellars frequently that is the case. e

2404. Chairman.] The divt and ashes and refuse are laid in the streets, and
there suffered to putrefy for a considerable time 7™—Yes.

a405. It is unnecessary to ask whether the smell is not extremely noxious, par-
ticularly in warm weather 7—In some of the courts it is such, that though I have
been used to those things, it is almost impossible to remain for any time in the
courts.

2406. Have you any doubt that this is most noxious to the health of the inha-
bitants, and injurious to their comfort 7—There can be no doubt that it is noxious
to their health ; that appears from the great mortality of Liverpool.

2407. Do you know whether fevers have prevailed in Liverpooi
is the great complaint of these people.

2408, Does Emt arise in any measure from the want of ventilation and clean-
liness in their dwellings *—There can be no doubt of that ; I found fever most pre-
valent in those districts where there is most neglect of cleanliness and ventilation,

2400. Does fever prevail much in those districts in consequence #—Very much
indeed

2410. Can you give any facts with respect to any particular localities where fever
has been for a length of time, or where it frequently prevails '—I can state the
average number of cases of fever attended anmually by the dispensaries, and the
proportion of those occurring in courts; the average annual number attended dur-
ing the last five years was upwards of 5,000, and that was exclusive of the cases
occurring among the members of clubs and friendly societies, of which there are
many in Liverpool ; that is about one in thirty-five of the whole working popula-
tion ; the proportion of that number in the courts was about two-fifths, and between
one-quarter and one-third in the cellars.

2411, Are there any cases in which families reside in cellars in courts :—Yes ;
some of the courts have inhabited cellars and others have not, but frequently the
families live in cellars in those courts; but the proportion of cellars in courts is
very small.

2412. There is no ventilation in the cellars 7—No ; very frequently there is no
window to the cellar, the top of the door in many instances is not above the level
of the street, and the descent to the cellar is by very narrow steps, only so wide
as to admit one person ; so that there is neither light nor air; and in general there
15 no floor.

2413. There is no thoroughfure for air at the back ?—None ; in some instances
the cellar is divided into two ; that is, there is a back room, perfectly dark, in which
the family sleep.

2414. Lord .J. Stwart.] Have they, generally speaking, a supply of water #—
Generally speaking, there is a supply of water; but they often complain of its
being insufhicient, and of its being irregular,

2415. Chairman.] Is there any caleulation as to the average mortality in Liver-
pool, referable to those particular causes >—No, I believe not; but 1 have facts
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pointing out the noxious effects of the cellars on the inhabitants with regard to
fevers.  The proportion of cases of fever oceurring among the inhabitants of eellars
is about 35 per cent. more than it onght to be, ealculating the proportion of the
inhabitants ol’ the cellars to the whole working population ; that shows that the
inhabitants of the cellars are much more liable to EE affected witi fever than the
inhabitants of other dwellings.

2416, Vhe inhabitants of the cellars are more frequently attacked with fever,
in consequence of their dwelling in those unhealthy abodes *—Yes, in those damp
and unhealthy situations. I may mention, in respect to the dirt aceumulating in
those places, in one cellar where a family resided, I was told the other day, by an
agent of the town mission, that they had collected about three cart-loads of
manure out of the streets and courts, and kept it in this cellar where they lived.

2417. Is there any system of inspection, by any recognized authority, of nuisances
in those closely-peopled courts, for the purpose of removing them :— None what-
ever; no inspection of any Kind.

2418. Isthere any svstem of inspection with regard to drainage, sewerage, or the
carrving away of the refuse water from those habitations of the poorer classes '—
None; they are at present making sewers in the streets in Liverpool ; about
100,000 /. have been expended within the last 10 years in main sewers ; but it is
still very imperfectly sewered ; and after this year they will have no power to raise
a further sum upon the town.

2419. Mr. Cowper.] Is the rate levied on the whele borough *—0On the whole
parish, which is somewhere about four-fitths of the Parliamentary borough.

2420. Chairman.] That does not extend itself to the suburbs ?—It does not;
it is coniined to the parish, There have been about 10,000 raised each year the
last 10 years; but the local Act expires this year.

2421, Lord J. Stuart.] What is the population of the parish ?—-1 suppose it is
about 190,000, the total being 250,000,

2422. Chairman.] Do you know whether in the local Act there is any power
to oblige houses to communicate by underground drains with the sewer ?>—None
whatever, and 1 believe the inhabitants are not allowed to do so without applying
to the Commissioners.

2423. Is there any power to prevent cesspools or other receptacles for wet and
filth being sunk below the level of the sewers?—I am not aware that there is;
the sewers are not intended for carrying off the refuse of the privies and cesspools,
but merely the surface water from the street.

2424 In general, in London, the sewers are intended to carry off the water from
the sinks, and so on :¥—Yes ; frequently that lows out into the streets and is carvied
off ; and there is sometimes a narrow channel on the surface of the ground which
allows the water to run from the courts into the streets; but very frequently
that is choked up with refuse and dirt and fiith, so much so, that it is difficul
to et into the court. 3

2425. Lord J. Stuart.] You have stated that the scavengers never go mto the
courts 7—Nao ; they are considered as private property.

2426, How long do they remain in that state of filth without being cleared
ont ?—1I should suppose sometimes they remain for a year without being cleared
out, from the state in which they are. :

2425, Chairman.] Can you state the mortality of Liverpool >—Last year it was
Iin 33 1. .

242%. Can vou state the proportion in the previous years *—1 am afraid T can-
not state it correctly until the time of the Registration Act. In 1811, according
to the account furnished by the parish clerks, it was 1 in 31 ;‘ill pha, it was
1in 32; in 1831, it was 1 1n 32.  The Registration Act came into force in the
middle of 1837 : in the Jast half of 1837, 1t was 1 in 28; in 1838, it was 1 in
37; in 1830, 1 in 33 & !

242¢. Can you stute what it was in the year of the cholera =—1I am not able to
state that ; but it was not so great as in the last half of 1837.

2430, Did the cholera prevail much in Liverpool r¥—There were 6,000 or
7,000 Cases.

2431. Did it prevail in those districts you have referred to?—Yes, a large pro-
portion of those cases occurred in cellars, e 48

2432. In the midst of the neglected population you have stated -—Yes.

2433. Have you any doubt that measles, small-pox, scarlet lever, and other

disorders of that nature are very much aggravated in their effects by the miserable
Elale
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state of the dwellings of this great body of the population you have described :
—1 have no doubt whatever that any discase occurring among individuals in situa-
tions of that kind must put on a more virulent form than in other districts.

2434. Have scarlet fever and small-pox been prevalent of late ?—They have
been very prevalent of late among the poor. ‘

2435. You have stated the general condition of these courts and cellars; with
respect to the spreading suburbs of Liverpool, in w'!li::ll the working classes reside,
are there many houses constructed back to back, without any ventilation through
them, in the way you describe many of the comts in the town are *—[ am not
aware of any streets of that kind without some interval between them.

2436. Are there many courts building >—Yes, a good many, particularly in Tox-
teth Park, a district eontaining about 30,000 inhabitants.

2437. Are those of the same kind as you have described 7—Yes.

2438, Is there any Duilding Act in Liverpool 7—VYes, but merely to divect the
building of party-walls, and so on. .

2439. There is no Act providing for the ventilation, and so on*—No; there
was one attempted in 1502, but it failed, in consequence of the opposition of the
builders, and other interested parties.

2440. Do the owners of those small dwellings derive from them a very consider-
able rent 7—The cottage owners, as they are termed, are generally considered a
very wealthy class of individuals; 1 think the average rent of houses in courts is
about 3s. a week.

2441. Are they generally taken by the week?—Yes, almost always; in the
front houses in strects, the rent is perhaps 35 Gd. a week.

2442. Lord J. Stuart.] Do the landlords or the tenants pay for the water ?—
The landlords pay for the water, and the tenants pay 34. a week, perhaps, in ad-
dition to the rent, for the water ; and the poor complain that if one of the landlords
is in arrear, the whole supply is stopped, or if the pipes go out of order.

2443. They may be without a supply for days or weeks*—Yes, frequently they
are so, and have to borrow it from their neighbours, or go into the adjoining
courts, or get it the best way they can.

2444. Chairman.| Is it not generally considered that investments in this small
species of cottage property pay a very high interest?—It is generally con-
ceived so.

2445. So that it is a very profitable and tempting investment *—Very much so;
so much so, that a few years ago it was tletc:rminc:T to make the owners of those
houses contribute to the poor’s rates. Those houses had always previcusly been
exempt, in consequence of the inhabitants being too poor to pay ; the owners op-
posed it, and annoyed each succeeding vestry so much, they were at last obliged
to give up the point, and now they pay nothing.

2440, In fact, thosc properties paying this interest, and neglected as you have
spoken of, contribute very little indeed to the loecal taxation ’—I can state the
amount they contribute; there are 10,800 cottages in the parish of Liverpool
assessed under 12/, a year, and of that number only goo contribute to the rates;
the amount they contribute is Fo0/. on a levy of 10,0004, and of that sum, I be-
lieve, a great portion is paid by the Conservative and Reform Associations,

2447. A very great proportion of this property, which appears to be so much
neglected, does not pay any rates at all *—Nearly 15-16ths 1 should think.

2448. The owners are generally considered to make very good returns for their
money, are they not :—It is considered to be a very good investment.

24490. Is this property, generally speaking, as it respects the comfort of the
inmates, so much neglected as it is in the instanees you have stated 7—The land-
lords do not appear to regard the comfort of the mmates ; if any repair is required
about the houses, it is sometimes weeks or months before it is done.

2450, The object appears to be to get the utmost which can be got out of the
people, and to do as little as possible —Esxactly so.

2451. The whole of this property is exempt from alnost all the local burdens ?
—Yes. The inhabitants have complained that they have applied to the landlords
to make a drain to earry off the refuse from the courts, but that they cannot gex
them to do it, though they have applied again and again.

2452. Have you any doubt that some legislative Act, giving power to the loeal
authorities for the purpose of eleansing and improving the state of those negleeted
courts is necessary —None whatever; [ think that it would be the means of
reducing the mortality of Liverpool very much if an efficient plan of inspection
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were carried into effect ; if power were vested in some officer or Board to regulate
the dwellings of the poor.

2453. Do you not think that the state of neglect, dirt, and filth that you have
deseribed, must have the effect of making the inmates of those places uncomfortable
and discontented with their condition *—There is no doubt whatever that with
persons living in the midst of dirt and filth, their physical condition reacts on their
moral condition.

2454. Have you any doubt that it has a very great effect on the physical and
moral condition of the children of those classes*—1I have no doubt of it: I can
mention instances.  With regard to those courts which generally are not flageed,
they are paved with small stones; the stones get broken up, and the holes are
filled with water and filth, and it is so difficult to keep them clean, the inhabitants
do not attempt it.

2455. Lord James Stuart.] Are they never inspected at all?—No ; they are
seldom visited except by the landlords or their agents, who come round to collect
their rents weekly.

2450, Neither the parish officers, nor the guardians of the poor, look to them
at all 7—No.

2457. Chairman.] You have no guardians of the poor, have you *—No, we are
under the old system. Where there has been any attention paid, and the courts
have been flagged and put into good condition, the inhabitants have frequently
made some efforts to keep them clean.

2458, Lord James Stuars.] The streets are kept by the Commissioners of
Paving, and so on?—Yes,

2459. Are all the thoroughfares kept by them *—Not all the thoroughfares,
only the prineipal thoroughfares ; all those properly called streets, but there are
some with narrow entrances, of which they take no cognizance. ‘

2460. You conceive that there are 124,000 of the working classes of Liverpool,
living either in those unhealthy cellars, or these neglected and miserable courts ?
—Yes; but I should state that there are many front houses in the streets that
are even worse than those in the courts ; what are called lodging houses, where
there are thirty or forty collected sometimes in one house.

2461. Are those in bye-streets 7—Yes.

2402. Referring to this immense number of persons living in those neglected
and miserable abodes, can you have any doubt that even if their children go to a
school during the day, and receive instruction and advantage from their schooling,,
itis in a great measure neutralized by the bad effect of the evils and dirt and
filth which they see around them at their homes —I have no doubt whatever of
that, if you refer to moral and religious instruction.

2463. So that the eficet of this neglect of the physical condition of those per-
sons is to lessen the effect of that moral and religious instruction which the chil-
dren may receive 7—I have no doubt of that.

2464. Mr. Coweper.] Have you found any difference in the physical condition
of those children and that of other children #—1In general they are more delicate
and weakly.

24bi5. {or{l James Stuart.] Is there any proportion of Irish and Seotch ameng
them ?—A very large proportion of Irish, comparatively very few Scotch; I
suppose about one-fourth are Irish, or rather more. I think there are about
fio,o00 Irish in Liverpool, almost all of the lower classes; the Scotch population
is increasing, a number of engineers having come lately, but I suppose not more
than 6,000 or 8,000 of the lower classes, if 50 many, are Scotch. '

2466, Chairman.] Does spirit drivking prevail much among the working
classes in those districts —Very much; among the females particularly, and
among the Irish.

2407. Does it prevail among the working classes generally >—Yes; but it is
more common with the women than the men. The Englishmen in general drink ale.

2468, Lord James Stwart.] How do those poor people get medical relief?—
From the dispensaries, from which 40,000 get relieved annually.

246 Chairman.] Do you not think that, laying aside the question of the com-
fort of those persons, a great saving would arise to the richer classes and the paro-
chial authorities, if some regulation were made to improve the comfort of their
dwellings, in lessening the poor-rates P—There is no doubt of that. It was
remarked to me, a few days ago, by one of the inhabitants of these courts, pointing
out the state of filth, that the landlords would do nothing for them ; that he thought
the parish ought to do it; that they would save as much as would keep the court in

proper
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er order, by preventing a number of persons being sent out of the courts with
ever (referring to the hospital to which they are sent); and that he thought the
parish would be repaid, in the reduced amount of the rate, by so doing. i

2470. Mr. Cowper.] Do you know the expense of the Fever Iospital:—
I suppese 2,000/ or 3,000/ a year.

2471, Chairman.] Does it not happen that one or other of the parents is fre-
quently carried off by fever, leaving the children dependent on the parish >—Very
often. That is not the whole expense arising from fever, for there are also dispen-
saries ; and the parish subscribe 500/, a year to the dispensaries.

2472. Mr. Cowper.] Do you find different disorders prevailing in different
localities 7—1I have found fever prevailing most in the ill-ventilated courts and cel-
lars, where there is much filth accumulated ; and in the cellars also I find rheu-
maltism very prevalent; they are very damp; the sun’s rays never have access to
some of them, and no air gets to them.

2473. What disorders do you suppose are occasioned by impure atmosphere and
noxious exhalations ?— DBy noxious exhalations, principally fevers.

2474. Ague’—In some situations; there is not much of that in Liverpool ; but
generally speaking, fevers in different forms ; remittent or typhus fever.

2475. Do you find there severe rhenmatisms, which you do net find in other
habitations *=~The larger proportion of cases of rheumatism occur in cellars ; these
are generally damp ; very frequently there is no floor of any kind ; the inhabitants
sleep on the bare earth ; I have known 30 persons sleeping in a single cellar ; in
some of the cellars, kept by lodging-house keepers, they merely cover the floor with
straw, 1;-:1;1 allow as many persons to come as there is room for, charging them 14.

er night.
> 54;%. Chairman.] In your opinion a system of prevention of disease, indepen-
dently of the comfort it would afford, and the content it would give, would be the
cheapest mode to the parochial authorities?—In the first instance, at all events,
there would he preat expense in putting those places in a habitable state; but I
think in the end it would certainly diminish the poor-rates, and the necessity of relief
to the people themselves, and to the widows and orphans of those that have died.

2477. Have you any doubt that the neglected state of persons in that situation
leads to lessening of their energy for work, and their industrious habits, and active
exertions for themselves ?—1 think, generally speaking, that the more miserable
people are, the less they are inclined to labour to improve themselves, and bettes
!hci; situation ; and the smaller their chanee of improvement, the greater is their
apathy.

Puﬂqgﬂ, If they saw a probability of their condition being improved, would not
that have the Efl{cl: of stimulating them 7—1I have no doubt it would.

2479. Lord J. Stuart.] Are there any churchyards or burial grounds in that
densely-peopled district *—Not immediately in the worst districts ; there is one 1
have felt to be offensive ; St. James's. ;

2480. Chairman.] Are there many lodging-houses in Liverpool in which many
of the most destitute classes congregate i—Yes; sometimes 30 or 40 in a house ;
but frequently those houses contain more than three rooms.

2481. Is that a population which is shifting #—Yes, and a great number of Irish
resort to those houses.

2482. Many remain only for a night or two ?—Yes, paying from 1 4d.to 2 d. or
4 d. for a bed.

2483. Are many of those lodging-houses in a very filthy condition *—A great
proportion are in a very filthy condition; I was in one a few days ago, where I was
obliged to go out immediately, from the smell ; I found a great quantity of filth
collected in the cellar, and no attention to cleanliness; in fact these things do
not appear to annoy the inhabitants.

24534. They are in their present state almost public nuisances ?—I should say
50, were 1t not that those who would feel them as nuisances seldom come into
contact with them, except medical men, who are obliged to do so.

2485. In those lodging-houses are fevers and contagious disorders frequent ?
Very frequent indeed; there are three lodging-houses in one street, which open
behind into a very filthy court; in those three houses 46 cases of fever occurred in
six months.

2486. Have you any doubt that, adverting to the migratory and shifting clia-
racter of the population, fevers and contagious disorders are frequently carried by
them into other districts of the country >=I am not aware of any facts to show
that, with regard to Liverpool ; but it appears to me extremely Iik.n.:J:,f.
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2487. Does it not appear important that some sanitary regulations for the
safety of others should be made ?—I think the lodging-houses should be inspected
periodically ; not more than a certain number of inmates should be allowed ; and
with regard to both the cellars and the lodging-houses, it ought to be compulsory
on the landlords to whitewash them to keep them elean.

2488, Is there any system of regular inspection at present F—None whatever;
where fever is prevalent, on the recommendation of the officers of the dispensary,
the parish officers send some one to whitewash the rooms or cellars.

2480. Are vou aware whether they have legal power to do that >—I am not
aware that they have.

2400. There is no system of inspection, nor any power to eompel drainage or
ventilation, or anything of that kind which will tend to the public good —None
whatever ; I am not aware that any public board has authority to interfere,

2491. Do not you think such a power would be very important *—Very impor-
tant indeed, for the public good.

2402. Can you state the number of those lodging-honses :—I cannot ; there is
a very large, floating populutiun of Irish : sometimes they are only a few nights in the
town ; about 5,000 ave * passed” over to Ireland yearly by the parish authorities.

2443. Are the |ﬂdging-ﬂuuses aencrally in the state you have described 2—Yes ;
1 can give instances where a large proportion of the inhabitants of those lodging-
houses have been affected with fever.

2404. Are there any reserved spaces or places for public walks, where the inha-
bitants are enabled to take exercise?—There are none except St. James's Park,
and the two cemeteries, and the Pier Head.

2405. Are there any places where the working classes can take exercise at
periods when they are able to do so ?—The Pier Head ; they walk along on the
side of the river. i

2496. There is no open ground *—None, excepting those I have mentioned.

2497. Mr. Cowper.] Do the poorer classes walk there on Sundays *—Yes, the
Pier Heads are quite crowded on Sundays.

2408, Chairman.] Is that sufficient for the wants of that great town *—I think
that if large open spaces, of several acres in extent, could be introduced into the
centre of some of those populous districts, it would be very conducive to the health
of the town.

2409. It appears to be impossible to effect that in a town already built ; but
would not the reservation of some place to which they might go on holidays or
Sundays be extremely valuable ?—Certainly.

2500. Mr. Cowper.] If it were within half-a-mile, they might walk out *—Yes,
if there was any inducement to them to do so; but 1 do not know that they are at
all aware of the noxious influence of the situations in which they live, and of the want
of fresh air and light, and of the nuisances and filth collected round them.

2501. Chairman.] Have you any public baths in Liverpool for the lower classes?
—Not for the lower classes.

2502, Would it not he of advantage to the health of those poorer persons if
there could be any commodious place provided where they could have the benefit
of bathing >—It would be a very great advantage indeed.

2503. Would it be difiicult to provide that?—1 do not think it would ; there
are a great number of steam-engines evected in Liverpool, and the water could be
provided at a small expense.

2504. Mr. Cowper.] Do you think they would be willing to avail themselves of
them, if they were provided *—1I am afraid not, to the extent that would be desirable.

2505. Chairman.| On the banks of the river it would not be difficult to provide
apartments where they might dress and undress, so that they might avail them-
selves of the advantage of bathing :—-That could not well be done along the line of
the wall ; they must go some distance along the shore before they could get to a
place of that kind, and if they went so far, that kind of place would not be required.

2506. In proportion as those humbler classes are educated and become intelli-
gent, they are more likely to take advantage of any privileges which may be af-
forded them for the improvement of their health :—Certainly.

2507. Have you not frequently found, in visiting those abodes of the working
classes, that they are ignorant of the noxious cffeets arising from the shutting up
every cranny and corner of their dwellings, and that the ewl arising from the want
of ventilation is a thing they do not understand —They seem to be utterly izno-
vant on all those points ; they have no idea whatever of the prejudicial eftects of
those things.

2508, The
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2508. The physical evil they suffer from the want of ventilation is azgravated
by their own ignorance ? —I believe that to be so. ‘ .

" a500. That ignorance arising, of course, from the want of instruction on such
subjects '—Yes. ! ; ;

2510. Any plans, of whatever nature, for the improvement of their physical con-
dition would be facilitated by means of their becoming more intelligent, and re-
eeiving instruction —1 have no doubt of that. i

2511, Are there any suggestions which you conceive would be useful to the
Committee upon these subjects *—I have some facts showing the very unhealthy
nature of some particular situations, where there was an unusual quantity of filth
colleeted. In one court I visited the other day I found that the whole place was
inundated with filth, having a most intolerable stench, and I found that it pro-
ceeded from two ash-pits in the adjoining courts having oozed through the wall ;
the liquid portion of it had cozed through, in consequence of the imperfection of
the wall, and the nuisance was so great that one of the houses had not been inhabited
for three years until just before, when the landlord flagged the floor, to prevent
is oozing through ; but still it oozed through. In that court there were 03 cases
of fever in 12 months; there was no drain whatever to the court. Part of the
court belonged to one landlord, and part to another ; one of the landlords had
offered to be at half the expense of making a drain, if the other would subscribe ;
but he would not, and in consequence of that nothing was done. I met with a very
mtelligent man who lived there, who said the court was never free from disease ;
that fever was constantly oceurring there.

2512. What was the name of that court *—Union-court, in Danastre-street.
In another small court, containing four houses, the smell arising from the uncovered
ash-pits, and the ruinous privies and the filthy state of the court was such, that an
Irishman, one of the inhabitants, said, the smell was bad enough to raise the
roof off his skull, that was the expression he used ; in that case the court was never
free from disease ; there were 17 cases of fever in the year.

2513. What was the name of that court —Spencer-court, in North-street. In
another court, with eight houses, containing 118 inhabitants, 44 cases of fever
occurred in the year, that is to say, more than one-third of the inhabitants of the
court were affected with fever. In regard to the cellars, there was one cellar in
Preston-street where about 30 individuals used to sleep every night ; in the centre
of the cellar in which they were living there was a hole dug, which was used as a
receptacle for all kind of filth; fever broke out there, and six or eight died out of
the number, and those who were ill of the fever were lving close by the side of those

who had died ; there was one dead man lying there at the time.

2514. In what year was this?—It was five or six years ago that this case
occurred. I attended a child Iutclly with small-pox, in a cellar of that kind, that
lay on the fioor; they would not allow it to be sent to the fever-ward, nor in the
other casze would the fricnds of the patients allow them to go; that child lay along
with other children; I think 15 individuals slept there, in a space of 10 or 12
feet square, every nishe.

2515. Mr, Figors.] How long ago was the case you refer to of the child f—
I:-'J'l'}" two months ago, With regard to the cellars, the water from the ljriuius in
the court frequently gets through the mud and through the walls of the cellar, and
sometimes as much as two feet of water of that kind lies on the bottom of the
cellar. 1 was told by one agent of the Town Mission, a few weeks ago, the fact,
that they frequently make holes or wells in the floors to collect the water and pre-

vent its covering the Lottom of the place. In one case he found a bed used by the
family immediately over this collection of filthy water.

2516, Such a circumstance must be very prejudicial to health ?—No doubt it
must be.  In one case also, whicl I did not sce myeelf, T was told by the super-
intendent of the Town Mission, a few days ago, that lie went into a cellar, and found
that the floor was covered with water to such an extent, that they were obliged to
take the door off its hinges, and lay it on four bricks, to keep them from the wet;
and  the same cellar there was an opening broken through the wall in the baek;
he found thiz was for the purpose of enabling them to throw their refuse into an
ash-pit or dunghill behind, to save them the trouble of going round through the
court and throw it in there; they have very litte idea of the prejudicial effect of
things of that kind. There is one street, about 200 yards long, Oriel-street, con-
taming 1,555 inhabitants.
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2517. Are those of the working classes F—Almost entirely ; there are not above
six or seven houses inhabited by persons in a better condition ; in that street
there were 335 cases of fever in the year.

2518. When was that >—That was in 1837 ; of those 335 eases 236 ocenrred
in courts ; so that more than one-fifth of the whole of the inhabitants of the street
were affected with fever; in many of the cellars below the houses in the courts of
that street, ashes and vegetable and animal refuse of all kinds are kept ; they are
used, in fact, as receptacles for them. There are other instances of the same
;:.iml, showing the proportion of the population of particular streets affected with
ever.

2510. You refer to streets in which cleanliness and drainage are not attended
tof—Yes, those are some of the worst of the streets; in which there is an accu-
mulation of filth, and animal and vegetable refuse, and abominations of every kind.

2520, Sewerage and drainage are neglected in those streets *—There is no drain-
age in most of those streets,

2521. And cleanliness is not attended to ?—It is utterly neglected.

2522." You state that there are 86,000 of the poorer classes hving in these courts,
and 38,000 in cellars *—Yes,

2523. L:IVEI“EI:IHI is the second port of the kingdom *—I believe it is.

2524. Inhabited by a great number of rich persons?—A very considerable
number.

2525. Wealth is increasing there very rapidly, is it not?—I believe it to be
s0; of course there are fluctuations in that respect as there are in all mercantile
Lowns. 1

2526. There is a great increase of trade >—There is.

2527. And there has been a very great increase in the docks, has there not7 —
Yes ; they can hardly provide accommodation fast enough.

2528. There is a great increase in the warehouses for the reception of goods
from various parts of the world *—VYes,

2520. A large new custom-house has been erected within the last few years, has
there not 7—Yes; that is just completed.

2530, The town is surrounded for several miles with villas and houses inhabited
by the richer classes >—Yes.

. 2531. There are pleasure-grounds, and so on, laid out round the town?—
cs.

2532. Has not the value of property increased very rapidly in the neighbour-
hood ?—Very rapidly indeed.

2533. In shert, the external appearance of the place, whether from its docks,
from its warchouses, or from the general aspect of the buildings in the surround-
tug districts, is that of the most prosperous description, is it not *¥—It is.

2534. But you are able to speak with perfect confidence, being long resident in
Liverpool and acquainted with its localities, to the misery of ;ﬁm parts of the
town you have referred to ?—Yes ; I have had very good opportunities of becoming
acquainted with their condition.

2535. Have you any doubt that a strong effort for the improvement of the
condition of these premises, by a better system of regulation with regard to their
dwellings, and the comfort of the places in which they live, is called for by their
present circumstances '—1I have no doubt that something is absolutely necessary ;
I have frequently spoken of it among my acquaintances.

2556. Lord James Steart.] Do you observe a great deal of discontent am
the poor people’—No ; the great proportion of those people, I should say, are o
the lowest class of Irish, and I hardly ever seec a discontented Irishman; he
seems quite contented in whatever condition he may be.

2537. Chairmdn.] Are there many Irish living there having families ?—Yes,
a great number ; about one-fourth to one-fifth of the whole population are calcu-
lated to be Irish, and the proportion of Irish applying to the dispensaries and
different charitable institutions for relief is much more than the proportion 1 have
stated would give ; nearly one-half of the patients who come to the dispensary
are Irish, whereas [ do not calculate that more than one-third of the working
classes are Irish. They seem to be satisied and contented in whatever state they
are, and do not appear to have any desire to Im e then mﬁd_ltluu.

2538. Is there any other snggtst.inn yot would make —1I think a great advan-
tage would arise from the opening up new streets, carrying them through the

denscly-populated districts; I know one or two instances in which the health of
different
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different parts of the town has been much improved by the formation of such a
street, in distriets formerly notorious for their unhealthiness.

252, Would it be an advantage to the courts to which you have referred if
one house could be taken away, or a portion of a house, so as to admit of a cir-
culation of air throngh the court *—There is no doubt that would be a great im-

rovement ; the outlet into the street should in all cases be entirely open, that
15, not arched over; and if the court could be opened at the other end, that would
be a still greater improvement; the place cannot be a healthy place until that is
done ; there ean be no sufficient ventilation. I have eompared the healthiness
of one or two streets densely populated, which are notoriously unhealthy, with
that of others less densely populated, the inhabitants of which are also of the
working classes; I have mentioned Oriel-street, in which one-fifth of the whole
number of inhabitants were affected with fever in the year. In Lace-street,
another street 160 yards long, containing 1,285 inhabitants, giving an average of
more than 11 in each house, there were 200 cases of fever in the year; that is
nearly one in six of the inhabitants. I would compare this street with another,
also entirely inhabited by the working classes, but not so densely populated,
Addison-street, which is 220 yards long, containing 1,190 inhabitants; in that
street only 89 cases of fever cecurred in the year, being less than 1 in13. In
Primrose-hill and Cow-lane, 165 yards long, containing 304 inhabitants, there
were only 11 cases of fever in the year, or 1 in 28. A greater number of cases
of fever oceur among the Irish, comparing the proportion of the Irish to the great
working population in general.

2540. The Irish are poorer, generally’™—Yes, and they pay less attention to
cleanliness, and congregate together in greater numbers,

Jokhn White, Esq. called in; and Examined.

2541. Chairman.] YOU are the district surveyor of Mary-le-bone f—I am.

2542. You have been so for some years, have you not ?—r-—{'l:s.

2543. You have had considerable experience as surveyor of buildings for a great
number of years past *—Yes, as my father had before me.

2544. You have a general knowledge of the building rz:gulatiuns. not onty m
London, but throughout the kingdom, have you not '—I will not say throughout
the kingdom, but I know generally throughout London; and I have a little con-
sidered the building condition of Liverpool and Bristol, both of them having
Building Acts, though not of exactly the same character as that in London ; but
those Building Aects, also, being prineipaily directed to the prevention of fire.

2545. The principal provisions in the Building Act of London are for the pur-
pose of insuring the thickness of party-walls, to prevent accidents from five *—
Yes, and to regulate projections.

2540. You are acquainted with the form of building which is prevalent among
the habitations of the poorer classes in some parts of don, and in many parts
of Lancashire, in which the buildings are constructed in close courts?—In Lon-
don ; I am not so much in Lancashire, for I have been only twice in Liverpool in
my life; I have been more frequently in Manchester,

2547. The Committee have it in evidence that there are close courts, entering
under an archway from 12 to 15 feet wide, with houses opposite to each other,
built up at the end 7—Yes, and such exist in London alse.

2548, Have vou found that there are many such in which the houses so situated
are built back to back with other houses of similar construction in adjacent courts?
—There are some which are exceedingly near 1o cach other, in which the back
fronts and the wings of the buildings are too near a great deal to one another.

2540. Have you any doubt that such a construction is very injurious to health,
where there is no draught >—There can be no question of that.

- 2550. They are placed in courts in which there is no passage for air ?—
sk s,

2551, That would be agzravated if the houses in the courts are back to back to
other houses, so that there can be no outlet at the back windows >—Most undoubt-
g{]]:,r. My father, who took great pains in the establishment of Mary-le-bone,
induced the Duke of Portland to agree to the suggestion, that no part of the
lately-built portion of the estate should have any return of corners of the buildings
built up ; and in Devonshire-place, and all the better streets, such as Harley-street,
the return corners are not built up.

.47, U4 ssen. I

. H. Dhncan,
M. D
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2552, If such a regulation is advantageous and necessary for the houses of the
richer classes, who have good food and plenty of exercise, is it not more particu-
larly necessary in constructing the residences of the poorer classes -—There is not
a doubt of that, especially where they are not amply supplied with water.

2553. In your opinion there should be some regulation to prevent the construe-
tion of houses in those crowded courts, without air passing through them, and to
prevent the building of houses back to back ™—I think there should be some
general law on the subject. When I was employed to draw up the Building Act,
in the year 1829, Mr. Griffiths, the police magistrate of Mary-le-bone, suggested
that there should be a clause prohibiting houses being built nearer to each other
than the houses themselves were high ; as, for instance, a j30-feet house, if such
were constructed, should not be nearer to its opposite neighbour than 30 feet ;
that that should be the least.

2554, There would be no difiiculty in general regulations in a Building Act,
without interfering too much with buildings, preventing their construetion in such
a form as was found by experience to be injurious to health >—As to the front,
there would be none ; as to the backs, there would be more difficulty ; it would be
almost too great an inroad on private property to prevent persons building in
their back courts, or yards, I fear.

2555. Do you think it would not be practicable to prevent houses being buiit
back to back, if such a construction was shown to be absolutely injurious to the
heaith and comfort of the inhabitants of those districts?—It is essential that it
should be so, but I fear a great deal of difficulty would occur in fixing the limit
prcfiiwl}', but I think it essential that there should be some regulation of that
kind.

2556, In order to admit at least some portion of air to pass through *—Yes.
2557. Do you think there should be prospectively some regulations to discoura
the bwlding of cellar dwellings, in the first instance, for the working classes ?—
I think there would be no ditficulty, becanse the Building Act of London sepa-
rating all buildings into classes, that which is the lowest class might have a clause
preventing basement buildings for habitations, unless there was an ample area or

fore-court.

2558. There would be, you think, no objection, on due consideration, to such a
Building Act being drawn as would much conduce to the improvement of the
habitations of the working classes generally 2—There is not a doubt of that ; and
I have heen asked, at the town of Andover, to interfere to see whether I could
sugzest something that would take away their common cesspools.

2550. You think there is nothing at all impracticable in a general Building Aect,
the particular regulations of which would be carried out by the local anthorities, but
which would be applicable generally # —No.

256io. Do you not think that some such provision is necessary in the crowded
populations of the large towns in this kingdom :—I have no doubt of that ; that it
would very much increase the value of the property there.

2561. In your opinion, such a provision would tend to diminish disease, and
inerease comfort, and lessen discontent, and moreover, to lessen the amount of the
poor-rates, from the illnesses to which the Ez:mr are now subject being decreased
—1 am of that opinion ; but on no account should their residences be rendered too
expensive ; they are already sufficiently expensive ; for the poorer class of lodgings
cannot be got for less than 3 5. G4.; that is a large sum for the lower classes to
pay.

2562. Do you not think that whatever is absolutely necessary for the health
of the humbler classes ought to be looked to by the general government —Most
undoubtedly ; it would be merely the sacrifice of the gruundui:mdln!'d, in the first
instance, allotting a little further space, and not being so greedy of his ground.

2569. Are you acquainted with any instances in which persons, desirous of
making the highest possible interest of their money, run up houses for the humbler
classes, without reference to the health of the inmates ?—Certainly.

2564. Do not such reguolations as those referred to appear absolutely necessary
to meet such cases :—Certainly. : :

25635. A good system of drainage and sewerage appears to be highly important
for the good of the people?—I1 have been mnearly 40 years a commissioner, and
have had great reasem to approve the proceedings of the commissioners.

2500, What district is that =—W estminster and part of Middlesex. ,

2567. Do you not think that an improved system of drainage is highly impnr!lm'-l F

—I am
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—I am quite satisfied it would be for the improvement of the large towns in
England ifno attached houses were to be built without sewerage being put down in
the first instance.

2568. You think a good system is of the first consequence !—Most undoubt-
edly; because if it be not set out in the first instance, and the sewerage arranged
so that the general district should be drained, it would oceasion much expense;
we have laid out 20,000l or 30,000/, in correcting evils which have been suffered
to exist.

2560. A good system, in the first instance, would be highly importanti—
Most important, and the proprietors of land ought to be obliged to comply.

2570. You are aware there are no regulations laid down applicable generally
throughout the kingdom ?—No ; there are commissions, but they all proceed on
the statute of Henry the Eighth, which has not, properly speaking, reference to
building districts, {mt to the draining of the country, but which has been
strained in order to render it applicable to a town, though not applicable in
itself.

2571, Those local commissions are, generally speaking, applicable to a period
before under-ground drains existed in the districts, and are not applicable to the
districts in which there are under-ground drains?—No ; our commussion is by an
Act of James the First.

2572. Is there not a necessity for a general Act making regulations, to be
carried into effect by the local authorities, for drainage, in the different districts of
the kingdom ?—I am quite satisfied of that; I made inquiries at Oxford last
year; I found no town worse drained for suillage drainage than the city of
Oxford.

2573. If one general Act was passed, it might be carried into action, according
to necessity, by local authorities, without difficulty #—Beyond all doubt ; even by

parish vestries, if they could be made to agree ; but the commissioners should be
o :

taken out of the whole town.

2574. A general Act would obviate the expense, and difficulty, and delay aris-
ing from the necessity of a local Act in each particuiar case 7—Beyond all doubt.

2575. The consequence of the want of any general Act is, that in many instances
great deiay occurs, and no local Act is obtained until the necessity is shown by a
great evil arising7—Yes; and then it is very difficult, and very expensive, when
sewers are set out, to improve the levels,

2576. So that that would be the cheapest, as well as the most effectual remedy ?
— Certainly.

2577. And highly conducive to the health of the working classes :—There is no
doubt of that.

2578. Some additional powers would be wanted beyond .those now claimed,
would there not 7—Yes ; 1 think that cesspocl drainage, making an opening or
sink near any house or place, should be prohibited altogether.

2579. Do not you think there should be some power to prevent any attached
houses being built for human habitations until the sewerage was brought up to them ?
—1I have already stated my opinion, that the sewers should be the first thing made
before people begin to build, and that that should be made compulsory.

2580. Do you not think one necessary regulation would be, that no cesspools,
ar sinks, or dc_!msils of wet and noxions articles, should be below the level of the
common sewer {—It should be distinetly described, that they should be to a certain

. height above it, because the sewer being planted in the front of the street, there
should be a proper descent into it, or it would not carry off the suillageswater.

2581, You think that houses should not be allowed to be inhabited till the sew-
erage was provided —Undoubtedly.

2582. Are you aware that in muny districts, although the main sewer may be
brought immediately in the front of the houses, there is no power of obliging the
owners to communicate by under-ground drains with the sewer >—That is the fact
at present, even in this district.

2583. 1o you know that there are many cases in which they do not communi-
cate t— Undoubtedly, very many cases.

2584. Are you aware of a case in the eastern part of the metropolis, where a
sewer was carried up the street, where the houses communicating from one side
were free from fever, and these on the other side, the owners of which could not
be persuaded to communicate, had the fever, which continued?—No, I have not
heard that circumstance, but I ean easily believe it.

2585. You think such a power is absolutely necessary —Yes.

X 2586. Would

Joku Wiite, Esq.
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2586. Would a power to enforce the arching over open drains and sewers be
useful ?—That would be important, for it frequently happens that a man will not
carry on his sewerage beyond his own frontage ; the sewer is then opened,jand
the effluvia and stench are prejudicial. .

2587. Lord Jamcs Stuart.] Yourefer to a general Act for the whole kingdom =

. —VYes; it might be carried forward at a small expense, comparatively, in the

winter season, when the workmen would be unemployed.

2588. Chairman.] Should not there be some power in the Aet with respect to
ﬂaviug the surface of courts and streets?—Yes, and cleansing them when it is

one. :

2580. And for scavengers’ work, clearing out deposits of ashes, dirt, and filth,
and necessaries, and so on, at proper periods #—Y'es, and for putting what we eall
gullies into the sewers in the roads; when paved, there E]Ir:ru{:l be proper and effi-
cient gullies for carrying off the water.

2590, You think there ought to be some general regulations, to be carried into
effect by local authorities, for cleansing and paving, and those general regulations
necessary for health ?—Yes, for an application to Parliament for certain parishes
‘ean seldom be carried through for less than Gool. or 7004 ; PETSONS I comsequence
will not agree, and the thing gets into disorder.

2501. There would be very little difficulty, on due consideration, in framing an
Act for those general purposes i —I think not. I hold in my hand the proposed
Act for this session for the metropolis sewerage, which I have brought with me,
because it contains a goed many clauses; some I like very well, and some not
quite so well.

2592. Do you not think that in those erowded districts, after those powers were
obtained for regulations as to bujlding, and for l:iennsingi there ought to be some
officer in the nature of an inspector of nuisances, or an inspector of sewers, to see
to the state in which they were, and to report periodically to the local authorities ?
—1I think it highly important there should be a competent person to see that that
i= carried into effect, and I should say, report to the magistrates, or'to some local
authorities. :

2508. Do you think, in addition to that, that in those crowded districts where
50 Many are hmu!:,'iht together, and many of them extremely poor, and frequently
with contagious disorders among them, something in the nature of a Board of
Health, whe might repert on the sanitary state of the districts, and suggest reme-
dies without having the power to enforce them, might be beneficial 7—I should
think eagh county or considerable district might have such a commission ; if it
would be too expensive to have one for each populous district, two reports in the
vear might answer the purpose.

2504. The Board of Health might consist of u:lﬁ:li-ﬂ individuals, or atall events
the cost of it would be little >—I think that would be very desirable. There is
one point which has just struck me, which is this, that the difficulty of making
sewers is the getting the money in the first instance ; and as it is a permanent
thing, that portion of the expense, in my opinion, ought to be spread over a num-
ber of years, We have a precedent for that in the Bf.'lyswater sewer, which was
executed by Government. They issued Exchequer Dills, to be paid off in 20
years, in different instalments.  And if some mode of furnishing the money to do
that in the first instance, making it payable out of the rent of the houses in a
course of years, were provided, almost all the towns might be drained ; but that
could not be done without some provision of that kind.

2505. Yon think such an advance by Government would give facilities, that it
would be subsequently repaid, and that it would give at the same time a great
advantage to the poorer classes, by improving their dwellings, and a considerable
increase of employment by the works P—Yes ; and it would benefit the rich as well
as the poor, for they do not like to be putting their hands in their pockets too
much in one year. 4

Thothas Ashilon, Esq. called in ; and Examined.

2506, Chairman.] WHERE do you reside -—At Hyde, near Manchester.
2597. Are you acquainted with Ashton, Staleybridze, and Duckinfield :—Yes,
I live very near to them.

2508, The population of Ashton is 22,000 ; Staleybridge, 17,300 ; and _D{;mlﬁ—
: infield,

|
|
j
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infield, 18,6003 is it not ?—The population is rather larger, perhaps 15,000
maore.

2500. Those large districts are inhabited very much by the working classes, are
they not ?—Yes, prmcipally by cotton manufacturers. !

atino. There is a statement in the statistical report of the neighbourhood of
Manchester, of the population of the working classes, in which it is stated to be, in
Manchester, ﬁ4p¢.r cent. ; in Ashton, 81 per cent. ; in Staleybridge, 41 per cent.;
and in Duckinfield, 44 per cent. ; showing how large a proportion of those towns
consists of the working classes? —1 am aware of that.

afio1. With respect to the construction of the dwellimgs of the working classes
in those districts, Ashton, Staleybridge, and Duckinfield, are there many houses
twilt in close courts —Not so many as there are in the other towns, 1 think.

afioz. Are there any in which the houses are built back to back *—The greatest
number of them are built with two rooms, and a front deor and back door, two
ronms above and two below s I am not anquainted so much with the courts and
leys.
¥ 2{103. In the alleys, are the fronts of the houses, in many instances, very near
one another *—Generally, in Duckinfield they are very shallow.
2(ing. What is the state of the drainage=—In Duckinfield and Ashton, very
d indeed ; in Staleybridge it is principally good, but there is one old part of it
rather indifferent. ;
26i05. Do you mean that there are underground sewers 7=——It is built on very
uneven ground, it falls away very rapudly; in some places they are very well
sewered, in Ashton particularly.
afiof. Are they under-ground sewers, or principally surface drains*—Principally
surface drains.
a6io7. Have you any system, sccuring proper ventilation, adopted #—No ; what
we want through the town is, a regular system, but every one does as he pleases.
2608. Is there projfer ventilation in the close courts 7—1I cannot state that.
2600. Is there any system of inspection *—No.

2610. There is no officer appointed, as inspector of nuisances, to see whether
they are kept clean, and whether the ash-holes are emptied, and general attention is

id to the health of the humbler classes 2—None whatever,

2611. Would not such a regulation be desirable —Very desirable indeed.
1 apprehend, a person employed by the magistrates of Duckinfield would be the
best of any persons in the place. .

afir2. Is there any authority with respect to the paving 7—No, it is all optivnal,
except the public roads, which are done under the Turnpike Aect.

2015. In the litle alleys and courts, where the smaller houses are, there is no
regular system ?—No,

2614. Does the same maxim apply there which does generally, that what is
everybody’s business is nobody’s '—Just so.

2615, There are, therefore, holes and pits, probably containing refuse:?
A great many of the houses are built by large manufacturers, and they make them
particularly eligible, in every point of view, and very comfortable, of course.

2616G. Do they take care ubout the paving *—VYes, altogether, always.

2fi17. There are others, perhaps, built by small proprietors, who try to get what
they can:—VYes, that is the evil, that they do not care what is done with them ;
their rule iz, the worse the houses, the larger the interest they will get for them.

261 8. Jlo they derive very large interest upon their capital invested in houses
-—A very large interest on the worst houses ; they build them as close as they can,
to get in as many as possible.

2619. There are no building regulations in respect of the space *—No.

26izo. Nor any system of inspection as to cleanliness >-—No.

2621. Is the supply of water good —In most instances good, and in some, very
g:md; there have been three Acts In,tely obtained for that district, and now the
water is excellent.

2622." What is the state of things with regard to lodging-houses:—There arc
very few ; in fact it is a district in which the cotton trade has been less affected
than any other, and the poor-rates are low,

2623. Are there any spaces, where the people can take exercise; reserved *—
None reserved for the purpose, but the towns being small” the people can get ont
mto the surrounding districts. g

0.47. X2 2624. As
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2624. As the towns spread, the evil will become greater >—Yes, the evil will
become greater as the towns become larger; there are a great many houses built
in one district ; every separate house is built by an individual ; if one is desirous
to bring up a sewer, his neighbour will not do’it; I have built a great deal, and
have attended to the condition of the labouring classes, and I think that a zeneral
Building Aet, which would promote improvement in their dwellings, would be of
very great use ; there is nothing which tends to assist the people so much as a good
house ; in the houses [ have built, I never have to change my tenants.

2625. If their houses are not comfortable, they are much more likely to resort
to public-houses *—~Certainly.

Veneris, 15* die Maii, 1840,

MEMBERS PRESENT.

Mr. Baines. Mr. W. Patten.
Mr. Brotherton, Mr. Slaney.
Mr. Cowper. Mr. Tufinell.

- Me. Ingham. Mr. Walker.
Mr. Mackinnon. [

R. A. SLANEY, Esq. 15 THE CHAIR.

George Smith, Esq. called in; and Examined.

2026. Chairman. YOU are an architect 7—1I am.

2627. Residing in the Old Jewry :—1 do not reside there; my place of busi-
ness is there.

2628. You have considerable knowledge and experience of the buildings in
and about Londoen, have vou not 7—I have had considerable practice for the last
37 years in the City.

2029. Has your practice been chiefly in the metropolis, or in, other parts of
the kingdom as well 2—In various pariz of the kingdom ; I may also mention
that I am a district surveyor.

26i30. What district 7—The south of the city of London.

26G31. In what districts of the metropolis have you had experience chiefly
with respect to the buildings *—Most of them.

2632. Have you had much experience in places at a distance from the metro-
polis 7—1 have been at Liverpool and Manchester.

2633. And in some afthn?n.rge trading towns in England ?—Yes.

21i34. You zaid you had at Liverpool 7—Yes.

2035. And Manchester 7—Yes, Manchester and Bristol. |

2636. The Committee have been inguiring into the state of the dwellings of
the poorer elasses in many of the large towns, both in the eity of London and in
various other towns, and they have found a great deal that they think might be
corrected by some system of sewerage; and among other suggestions that have
been made to them, one that they would wish to }'ml; forward is that of a Build-
ing Act, which should be applicable to the humbler classes of dwellings, fr.r_r the
purpose of insuring such a econstruction of buildings as should be beneficial to
the health of the inhabitants, and generally advantageous to the community.
Have you turned your attention to that subject 7—Not in large towns; but mn
the neighbourhood of the metropolis our Building Act does not take in many
places, which are now growing very populous, particularly such places as Green-
wich and Camberwell and Peckham.

2037. Those populous districts you have last mentioned are beyond the
precinets of the E:ailding Act, are they ?—Yes.

2638. But the Building Act itself only goes so far as to regulate party-walls,

“does it not ?— It only goes, with respect to the construction of the building, to the

formation of the extérnal walls and the application of the timbers, l_mt it does
_Iiilﬂf do anything with respect to open spaces, or sewerage, or anything of the

in.
2630. It
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2639. It does not do anything with regard to the ventilation or the sewerage
of the humbler class of houses *—Certainly not.

2640. Do you not think that some regulation which should insure ventilation,
and such a construction of buildings as shall be found beneficial to the health
of the inhabitants, would be useful?t—I think it is very desirable that there
should be such a vegulation. :

2fig1. Do you not think that a general Building Act, applicable at least to
the humbler class of houses, which are now so fast increasing in large towns, and
laying down general rules, so as to sfate in a plain way that which will insure
sanitary regulations for the humbler classes of the community, would be
necessary *—I think it would be highly desirable, particularly in such places as
Manchester,

2642. Are you aware that in many districts of the metropolis there are close
courts built, into which you enter throngh a small archway, where the honses
are frequently very close to each other, densely inhabited, in which, in fact, there
is mo eurrent of air which can insure that ventilation which is neeessary to
health -—There are many instaneces of the kind, and those places are generally
cmm&p:ied, m'nre:' room of them, by a separate family, all huddled together.

2043. The Committee has had evidence from medical men to show that that
form of construction is very injurious to health. Have you the smallest doubt
that that is the case >—1I have had an opportunity of secing a great deal of it,
especially in Saffron-hill, at the time the cholera raged; they were then in a
dreadful state.

2644. Do you think that the evils they suffered were very much aggravated
from the form of the construction of the dwellings *— Yes, from the form of the
dwellings, and the confined state of the courts and their closeness, and in many
cases a want of proper sewerage. .

2645. Is it in your experience that a great deal of evil arises from there being
no thoroughfare *—Yes,

2040. % 3
where there is a thoroughfare they appear to have been more careful of their
appearance :—Yes; | can show the Committee a court in the neighbeurhood of
Holborn where it is horrible to go up it.

2047. Inhabited by the humbler classes, is it *—Yes, and they have no conve-
nience, nor anything of the kind ; the gourt is in a most filthy state.

“ 2648. Do you know whether fevers prevail there 7—1 am not aware of that
ct. "
2649. You think, therefore, that some improvement in the construction of

the houses of that class would be highly desirable, do you ?—Yes.

20650, Are you aware that in the town of Liverpml', and also of Manchester,
there are a vast number of cellar habitations ?7—1 am quite aware of it

2fi51. Habitations in which whole families live, as it were, in subterrancous
excavations f—I have particularly observed it in Manchester.

2652. Where they are upon the damp ground *—Yes ; upon the bare earth.

2653. Can you have any doubt that such a construction is very injurious to
the health of the people 7—There can be no doubt of it.

2654. Another construction of dwellings, the Committee are told, prevails very
extensively, jﬂﬂﬂ.iculnﬂ}" in Liverpool, which is that of close courts, in which
you enter under a small archway, perhaps four feet wide, you then come into a
court, perhaps nine feet wide, of considerable length, and which iz built up at
the end, and this conrt so built and the houses in it are built back to back to
houses of a similar construction in an adjacent court, so as to prevent any ecur-
rent of air from passing through those houses ?—-1 am not aware of the faet;
but if it is so, it must be very injurious and prejudicial; but there are many
mstances of the kind in this metropolis. |

2655. You think that whenever it does oceur, either here, or in Liverpool, or
Fl:sewhere, that such a construction is highly injurious —There is no doubt of it
in largu towns.

2656. Do you think, therefore, that amongst the regulations of a Building
Act, applicable to buildings inhabited by the humbler classes, there should be a
regulation forbidding the construction to which the Committee have alluded,
namely, houses built in close courts back to back, or in similar dwellings else-
“"12{;, would not such a regulation be particularly advantageous 7—1I think it
won i,

0.47. S 2057. You

ot merely as preventing the current of air passing through, but also
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2657. Yon think it would be productive of advantage to the health of the

~inmates *—It would ; the whole difficulty would be in legislating, as to how a

man should manage his ground.

2658. Do you not think that some regulation with respeet to rows of honses
in populous distriets, inhabited by the humbler elasses, should be laid down, so
as to insure a certain space before and at the back of them P—I think it would
be desirable they should be so regulated that every court or alley should be of a
width comparative with the height of the houses on either side; and no houses
should be placed baek to back, because where there is no circulation of *air in
the houses it is prejudicial to health; we always find more sickness where there
is not a thorough ventilation, because there it is always nnwholesome.

2050. Such a regulation, that is to say, insuring some space proportionate
to the height of the houses, would ghat be a rule easy of comprehension as appli-
cable to various places and various sized houses, and not requiring very great
complexity of detail 7—I think it would be made very simple.

2660. What should you say would be for houses of that class a fair propor-
tion ; would you leave a margin so as to say it should be between one-half and
one-third, or something of that kind ?—I should think it ought to be more than
one-half.

2061, What proportion do you think 7—Two-thirds of the height of the front
wall should be the width of the court.

2002. 1o you think that some proportion, though not so great a one, might
not be laid down at the Dack, at least as far as regards the first story '—It
would not be so necessary to have a large space, because most of these small
houses have lean-to’s with houses at the back ; supposing they are not allowed
to build back to back, each would have his own yard, and therefore they would
not require 20 mueh width.

2(63. Perhaps a quarter or a third might be sufficient 7—I should think a
third, becaust that gives the same space as you have in the front.

26ii4. In the existing Buildin lfﬂts, which are only of local extension, the
houses are divided into different classes, are they not ?7—Yes, they are ; there are
seven rates or classes of building. » -

2665. Then, in the two lower, most probably will be comprised the middle of
the working classes *—The fourth-rate or clazs of building is the dwelling of
the lower class of people generaily, except there are some of a higher rate where
they are let out in dilg'(-.rent divisions, 1 was over one the other day, which was
chiefly inhabited by Italians who go about with images through the streets;
there was a family in every room.

26ifi6. What are the other rates below the fourth?—They do not apply to
dwelling-houses ; that is the last ; but it does to houses that are not in rows,

2665, From the use that has been made of former Acts, you think that there
would be no difficulty at all in laying down such regulations 7—None at all, as
to the description.

o608, Are there any ather sl_:ggl;:stiunﬂ lm}fﬁnd those the Committee have
already spoken of with reference to building regulations, as regards the humbler
classes of houses, that you would recommend ?—It does not occur to me at the
moment, but I was not aware of the question until I came down here.

266g. Now, with reference to there being some conveniences appended to a
gertain number of houses, do you not think there might be some regulation of
that nature also laid down, so as it should be necessary to erect certain con-
veniences to any certain number of houses 7—That onght to be.

2670, And that would not be difficult, would it 7—There would be no diffi-
culty at all in it, ;

Ei’.i?l‘ Wiith reference also to small casements to hold the rublbizh, ?nﬁ offal,
and filth, and so forth, such would be a necessary regulation, would it not ?—
No doubt of it. )

sfi72. Then with these regulations the Committee have been speaking of, and
those insuring reasonable conveniences, to which the l.'_“.ummittm_hn?e alluded,
do you think it would be also necessary to have something to insure a good
system of sewerage *—1 think it is one of the first objects.

2673, The Committee have considered the question somewlat, and they have
thought a general Sewerage Act, laying down regulations which might he put into
force by varions local districts, would be a valuable assistance ?—No doubt of it;
a very great deal has been done of late years, I hold an appointment under the

Mereers'
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Mereers' Company, and they have subseribed several thousand pounds for
building sewers.

2fi=4. Does that apply to buildings that already exizst 7—=No ; there is a new _

town, | may say, in the Commercial-road.

26i=5. That iz done by a single company, is it ?—Some of the gewers they
built whelly themselves, and, with respect to others, they contributed to the com-
missioners. :

2676, You think that such a general Aet, laying down general regulations,
and giving facilities for different populous districts to embrace those regulations,
would be of very great value 7—It would be very valuable indeed. ]

26iv7. It would prevent the necessity of np&ﬂyi:;g for an Act in each indi-
vidual case, and thereby save expense 7—No doubt of it.

26i78. And it would prevent tiIn: towns and suburbs being put to that expense ?
—Certainly. _

2679. Are you aware that the Commissions of Sewers for the London dis-
tricts appear originally to have been formed for the purpose of taking off only
the surface water 2—Originally they were.

2G80. Are you aware that at present none of the Commissioners of Sewers in
this town have any power to oblige the inhabitants of any particular houses to
_iuiu an uudur-gmuns drain from their house down to the common sewer 7=—1I he-

ieve there is no such power.

afi81. So that if the Commissioners of Sewers bring an under-ground drain
between two rows of houses, they have no power to oblige the inhabitants of
those honses to carry off the dirt and filth of their houses by joining a drain to
that ?—They have no such power, and in several instances we find the tenants
will not subseribe, even after the sewer had been made, to join the drain to it.

2682. You think such a power ought to be in any new Act of Parliament 7—
Yes.

2683. Mr. Cowper.] Do you think that any compulsory enactment of that
nature would tend to cheek speculation in buildings :—I should rather think
the reverse, beeause it would tend to make them so much more valuable.

2684. When builders build a row of houses on a speculation, it is not

+usnal for them to provide any means for sewerage and drainage?—Many of
them do not ; but I apprehend that must be of a very inferior class of houses.
If a man builds a house of a better class or character, he would of necessity make
SEWETS.

2685, What effect upon builders of the lower class of houses would a com-
pulsery enactment of this nature have?—It would operate, perhaps, so as to
make them not so anxious to expend their money in those things.

2686, Chairman.] Do they mot now in many instances put their money into
speculations of that kind, in order to draw the utmost penny they have, without
any reference at all to the comfort of the inhabitants who occupy those houses ?
—There is no doubt of it.

2687, Do they not in many instances when they have let them take no heed
whether they want drainage or sewerage, or anything of the kind ? —Very
frequently.

2688, Does it not appear to you, that for those general purposes of sanitary
regulations with respect to health in these small dwellings, the landlord should
be the person liable to make them instead of the tenant ?—1I think decidedly the
freehelder should make the main drain ; but I do not think there would be any
hardzhip in compelling the tenant to contribute his quota, because he has all the
advantage and benefit of it, with regard to health, and so on.

268g. Are you aware that the Commissioners of Sewers have no power at
present to prevent the sinking of cesspools, or other receptacles for filth and
wet, below the level of the common sewer ?—They have no such power, I believe.

2690. Do you not think that some power of that kind, to prevent the for-
mation of receptacles for filth, such as cesspools, which are injurious to health,
below such a level as the drain can take off, will also be necessary in a Drainage
Act t—No doubt; I believe several of the commissioners have no power to
build new sewers, nor to tax the inhabitants ; they can take down and rebuild
old sewers, but they eannot make new ones.

2691, Do you not think that a power to enable them to build new sewers,
commensurate with the inerease of population and houses requiring such con-
venience, is* absolutely necessary >—Certainly. The Mercers' Company have

047, X 4 a large
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Gearge Snitk, Esq. a large property in Long Acre; I have applied to them on the subject of build-
- ing a sewer, because the whole of it is without a sewer, ¢xcept down Castle-
T5 Muy 1840.  street and Little St. Martin’s-lane, The cross-streets from Long Acre to Castle-
street have no sewerage, except the surface-drains and cesspools. 1 am now
in communication with the Egﬁmlnissimmrﬂ of Sewers for the purpose of the
formation of drains. 1
2602. It appears to you, generally, from your experience, that with respeet to
the prezent buildings, m the first place, there is no general Building Aet appli-
cable to the great populous towns in the kingdom *—No doubt; they have some
local Acts, but there is no general Building Aet. The city of London has an
Act of its own. .
2693. The Building Acts as they exist at present do not go to the construction
of the dwellings, nor have they any sanitary regulations 7—No.
2604. And you think it would be of advantage to the whole kingdom, do you ?
—Yes, with respect to the large towns.
2605. And with respect also to Sewerage Acts, it appears, that even though
there are Commissioners of Sewers, vet they are very deficient in power, and -
therefore you think a general Sewerage Act, giving additional power and facili- .
ties, as applicable to all large towns, would also be highly advantageons *—I do. |

26g6. With respeet to a general Building Act you spoke of as applicable to the
city of London, can you give the Committee the title of it *—1It is an Act passed
in the 18th year of the reign of King Geo. 3, c. 14, for the better regulation of
buildings, and the preservation of them against accidents by fire.

2607. Is there any other Building Act besides that?—None that I am
aware of.

26g8. That Act was only applicable and intended to prevent aceidents by
fire, and did not contain any regulation applicable to the insuringsthe health of
the inhabitants 7—It did not. :

200q. Is that Act applicable only to the metropolis :—And the suburhs.

27g0. It is not an J}l('.t upp'liﬂuhle beyond the metropolis, is it >—No; it does .
not even take in Deptford, although it takes in Rotherhithe.

2701. Are you aware of any local Act in'which there are provisions referable
to the subject-matter the Committee are' now inquiring into F—None that 1 have
ever heard of.

2702. Do you not think that from the vast increase of these populous com-
munities, and the more close congregation of the humbler classes together, that
some such building regulations are actually requisite’—I think it would be
highly desirable.

2703. And as you consider that the present neglect is the cause of many
instances of dizeaze and illness amongst the poorer classes, can you have any
doubt that a better construction of dwellings would improve their health,
and would also lessen the poor rates r—I should think it would tend to that,

2704, And thereby be a saving 7—1 should think it would.

az05. Mr. Tufuell.] You have been very extensively engaged in building,
have yon not 7—Yes.

2706, Are the buildings you have been engaged in of a superior order?—Under
my direction, I have built about 2,000 of the class of houses the Committee
have been speaking of, but I have always taken care to have wide streets and
sewerage,

2707. As far as your experience goes, is more or less attention paid than there
was formerly to the drainage 7—I find my houses always filled with tenants in
consequence of the gooduess of the drainage, while the houses in the narrow
conrts and places are becoming depopulated.

2708, Is that in any particular district -=—The Commercial-road; I have let
nedrly. 60 aeres within the last 14 or 15 years, which are now covered with
buildings.

2700. Then you consider that additional drainage is a considerable improve-
ment ?—It is a great recommendation to the houses. -

+  2710. Do you make the drainage yourself>—In some cazes they have been
made by the Commissioners, in other eases we have made them ourselves; 1
never allow anything in the rear of the houses to be higher than six feet.

2711. Have you found any objection from the Commissioners of Sewerz to
make the drainage you required -—Yes.

B il s
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2712. Upon what grounds have they objected T-—They have ohjected from George Smith, Esq.
want of funds in some instances, and in others the want of power.
2713, What districts would that be in }—St. George's-in-the-East and the 5 May 1840.
Tower Hamlets. * In Westminster they eomplain they have not power to make
them. In the Tower Hamlets they have made new sewers; but in the West-
minster division they say they have no power to make new sewers; they may
rebuild an old sewer, but they may not make new ones.
2714. Mr. Mackinnon.] Suppose instead of the varions Acts with respect to
gewers which have taken place at various times within the last half century ;
supposing instead of that, there had been one general Sewers Act passed half
a century ago, do you consider that that would have been better for the metro-
polis than the present mode 7—It is difficult to say.
2z15. Mr. Tufnell.] Do you conceive that any diffienlty arises from having
different commissioners of sewers in the same metropolis, or do you consider it
better to hiave a central power:—I am inclined to think a local district” with
different commissioners 15 better than one central, because I should think they
would be better acquainted with all its localitics and advantages.
2716. Of course if yon had a central power you must have local commissioners,
in order that they may have the knowledge ?—The Committee is alluding to a
guperior body over those.
2717. Formed of the members of the local commissions 7—1I think that wounld
be an improvement ; but there is sometimes a difficulty with two distriets,
beeanse they clash topether.
2718. With regard to the levels, do you mean —Yes.
2710, There is a different level in each distriet, is there?—Yes, and other
difficulties ; the districts run a good deal one into the other ; they cannot do it
because the other powers would interefere with them ; there has been some
difficulty in the neighbourhood of Lincoln’s-Inn Fields about that.
2720, Mr. Mackinnon.] Supposing there had been one superintendence in the
beginning, would there not have been a great deal of money saved, and the
town better drained, becanse you wonld have had all the branch sewers running
into one *—They might have adhered to one general system, which would have
been better ; but the first outlay would have been larger, although there would
have been a sagving in the end.

2721. Mr. Tufnell.] Do you conceive, even now, if the system were changed,
and there were these local distriets forming a eentral board, do you eonsider it
would be difficult to lay down one general rule as to expense, g0 as to improve
the system 7—1 think there iz no doubt of it.

ava2, Mr. Iﬂg.ﬁmm The part you have been speaking of iz north of the Com-
mercial-road, is it not?—It is south as well as north.

2723. On either side of the Commercia)-road ?—Yes; but the larger propor-
tiom 15 on the norvth.

2724. You said you found your houses were always filled, while houses diffe-
rently situated were empty; what class of persons are they oceupying these
houses ?— 1 have a great many seafaring men ; the better class of houses are
oceupied, by the mates of vessels ; and there are a great many clerks in public

Ces,

2725. What rent do they pay *—From 14 L to 16 1. and 18/, a vear,

2726. Are any of those houses let out in single rooms and inhabited by the
common street labourers or dock labourers 7—Not of that class, eertainly ; they
miy let a floor.

2727. And then shey would have to pay as much as 71 a vear for it 2—They
would have to pay more, because the person occupying the house would make
them pay a much larger proportion ; 1 have very frequently found them paying
35, 45, and 55 a week,

2728. You are aware of the rate of wages you are paying yourself to mason’s
labourers, and that elass of persons ; would they be able to pay =0 much rent F—
Indeed, some of the lower class of the Irish (a great many in the neighbourhood
of Safiron-hill) are paying 1. 6 d. for a cellar; and a back garret they let out
at perhaps 1 ., and a front garret at 1 5. 6 d. ;

2729. Do you think a landlord could afford to make the improvements such

¥ as
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as have been made in the buildings which have been effected by the Merecors’
Company, if they only got such a rent as an ordinary working man could pay ?
—Yes, I think =o.

2730. The houses that are now inhabited by the poorer classes have got no
sewers at all, have they 7—Very few of them have.

2731. The people that arve the holders of the hiouses, do they seem to be ac-
cumulating large gains from their investment ?—1I see they are making large
gains in that particular neighbourhood ; they are a sort of middle-men, living on
thede poorer people, and they could very well afford to make these conveniences,
because it is dean and chapter property, and they have it at a small fine only.

732. Chairman.] Is the vent paid weekly =—Yes; thev always go on the
Monday morning for it.

2733. Do you not think there ought to be also in either a Building or Sewerage
Act some general regulations for the purpose of enforcing paving and cleansing
i populous distriets inhabited by the (:l:lSﬁ- to which the E!ammittec have been
referring :—1 think there is an Act for that.

2734. Is that a general ActF—No, a local Act. :

2735. Do you not think that a general Act applicable to other populous places
similarly situated, enforcing a good system of paving and cleansing, would be
desirable t—1I think it would be very desirable.

2736. You are aware that the cleansing, that is the scavenger’s work, and so
forth, iz very greatly ne;irlttted in districts inhabited by the poorer classes in
many eases '— Very much.

737. And does not their health suffer in consequence ?—No doubt of it.

2738, And you think some regulation for the purpose of enforcing that wonld
be necessary and right '—1 think it would tend very much to the benefit of the
health of the peaple.

27530. Do you not think that some plan for the purpose of having a local
inspector, either chosen by the inhabitants, or in some other way, for the pur-
pose of seeing that the districts of these neighbourhoods are properly cleansed,
would be very useful *—Yes, it would.

2740. According to the commeon saying of what is everybody's business is no
one’s, therefore it is at present in various places very much neglected !—It is
very much so ; the seavengers do it by contraet, and there is no one to look
over them.

2741. Are yon aware that in many of the provincial towns, such as Liverpool
and elsewhere, there is no such thing as any scavengering taking place in these
close courts '*—1I am not aware of it.

2742. Do you not think that in some way, in these populous districts, the ap-
pointment of a board of health, that is to say, a number of persons of respecta-
ble character and competent ability as a board of health, to see to the health of
the inhabitants, and to whom the inspector might report anything injurious to
health, would be useful =—I think it would be highly desirable that some regu-
Iation should take place to preserve the health of the inhabitants of these close
distriets.

2745 And the principle of such a regulation would be advantageous as
referable to other lpurge towns containing large communities?—In the same
Proportion.

2744. Mr. Tufnell.] Do you conceive, without interfering too much with
private speculation, it would be possible to introduce some enactment with regard
to houses of an inferior deseription ?—1 think there would be some difficulty
where small houses only are built, if they were to be called upon to pay for the
main sewer.

2745 You say you think some regulation with regard to the construction of
these houses would be neeessary ; in what particular point would you have that
regulation =—The court or alley should bear a certain proportion in width to
the height.

2746. It iz only with regard to the space between the houses 7—VYes.

#
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Mr. Mackinnon. . Mr. Vigors.

R. A. SLANEY, Esq. 1n TaE Cuain.

George Samuel Jenks, M. p. called in ; and Examined.

2747. Chairman.] YOU are resident at Brighton ?—I am.

2748. Have you turned your attention to the subject upon which the Com-
mittee is inquiring with respect to the condition of large towns referable to
sanitary provisions for the benefit of the inhabitants *—I have; I have been
employed lately in drawing up a Sanitary Report for the Poor Law Commis-
sioners, to be laid before the House of Lords,

2740. With reference to what town was that "—Brighton.

2750. What is the population of Brighton *—It is about 40,360.

2751. It has very rapidly increased in population within the last 20 years :—
It has.

2752, Are there a considerable number of the poorer and working classes
resident in Brighton *—There are a considerable number.

2753. Are the localities in which they reside for the most part crowded, or
are they tolerably open F—Some parts are very open and very well arranged,
others very close, very densely populated, and in streets, alleys, and courts
terminating in a cul-de-sac.

2754. Are there a considerable portion of the population who inhabit close
courts through which there is no thoroughfare for the airr—A great many,
chiefly fishermen.

2755. Built up on the sides and at the ends *—Yes.

756. Are the ends of those under arches or open at the top *—Very often
under arches, but zome are open ; these are in the very oldest part of the town.

2757. Is there any form of building in Brighton which you consider inimical
to the health of the inhabitants, either in the form of cellar-dwellings or buildings
in which the houses are back to back, so as to prevent the air passing through :
—There are very few houses which have cellars, in which the people live, under
ground ; there are a few streets, but very few, in which there are some built back
to back ; thosze are by no means healthy.

2758. Do you refer to rows of houses :—Yes, rows of houses run up at the
back of others, some at the back of the privies, and others with surface
gutters, in which there is a great quantity of filth.

-2759. Is not the form of building houses back to back, which prevents a cur-
rent of air passing through them, very injurious to health ?—It is.

2760. Supposing a fever from any other cause to be generated in houses of
that description, is it not more likely to continuein consequence of the want of a
current of air?—Itis decidedly so; but we have very little fever at Brighton.
}flmt form of building undoubtedly would be the worst possible in the event of

CVEr.
2701. Are those houses chiefly modern or of old construction '—Those T now
*allude to are of a construction within these 30 years.

2762. What is the state of the sewerage and cleansing in the districts
with which you are acquainted >—That in the parts I am now speaking of is
decidedly bad.

2703. Is there a want of under-ground drainage }:—There is, and there are
too many cesspools,

2704. Instead of an under-ground drainage there is a mere surface drainage
—There is.

0.47. Y 2 2705. Is
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2705. Is that impeded in the courts and alleys by filth, attended with an un-

_ pleasant odour *—Yes.

2706-7. Is that state of things injurious to the health of the inhabitants 7—
Yes, but not to the extent of producing fevers.

2768, With respect to the cesspools, are they below the level of the sewers ?
—In most parts there is no under-drainage ; therefore the refuse matter is
collected in cesspools.

2760, Is such matter highly injurious ?—Very injurious ; because the cess-
pools are often under buildings, and very often near to wells, which they
should not be, and frequently they are filled to overflowing, and left so.

2770. ls there any system of inspection of those close courts *—There is no
system of inspection which [ am aware of ; I should think not, from the state
in whicly T finud them. z

2771, Are they much neglected *~—They are. On applying to the clerk of
the commissioners (for the town of Brighton is governed by commissioners)
he informed me they had no authority to interfere, unless a memorial was
placed before the commissioners complaining of a public nuisance.

2772. Do you know whether the commissioners have power to make new
under-ground drains, and whether, when they have made such under-ground
drains, they have the power of enforcing a communication from the houses to
the drains *—I know they have the power of making under-ground drains ; but
I do not know whether they have the power of enforeing communication.

2775. Do you know whether they have the power of preventing cesspools
being dug to a level lower than the drains ?—I do not think they have.

2774. Some improvements in the way of power given to the commissioners
of sewers would be useful 7—1I think so, decidedly.

2775. And also a system of inspection, to see that it was well carried out,
and that the cleansing of those courts and places were better attended to 7 —
Yes; they have an authority for cleansing the eourts and places ; but there is
not a good office of scavengers there.  The great streets and thoroughfares are
all sufficiently attended to; but itis in those places where the greatest attention
is required that the least is paid.

2776. Have you attended generally to the subject referable to such sanitary
regulations as may be beneficial to the health of the poorer classés in large and
densely peopled towns and distriets #—1I1 have.

2777. Have the goodness to state what you think should, be the general
regulations upon these subjects m—The general regulations should be with
regard to thorough ventilation ; a good supply of water, of good quality,
together with all the means of carrying off the water which has been used, and
sufficient drainage; and a surface drainage is a very necessary thing. With
regard to buildings ; that the streets should be of sufficient width, and well
paved, and that there should be no back buildings to intercept the thorough
ventilation of air in any direction ; that they should not be built back to back ;
that the houses should be built of proper materials, to keep them water-tight ;
that a great attention should be paid to their site as well as their exposure and
their elevation ; and that there should be no under-ground dwellings, The
attention to drainage iz moz2t essential. .

2778, Have vou seen many districts in which that has been neglected ?—I
have scen many distriets in which that has been very much neglected.

2770. Are you aware that there being no general Drainage Aet, it is ne
to have a separate Act for the draining of'each particular place, which is obtained
at a great expense—I should coneeive it very desirable that it should be
embodied in one Act. 1 think it is necessary and very desirable in all towns
that there should be open spaces, public walks and promenades for the peopie,
and that there ghould be publie baths for the people, and that facilities should
be afforded them, where opportunities present themselves, to bathe in rivers
or in the sea.

2780. Some reserved place on the banks of an adjacent river where they can
dress and undress >—Yes ; and that every other means which can be devised
for the out-door recreation and exereise of the poor is very desirable.

2781. Are there many schools for the poorer classes in Brighton F—There
are.

2782 Are
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* 2=82, Are there any playgrounds appendant to those schools in which the
children can take exercise i—In general there are.

2=83. Do you not think such an appendage is highly advantageous to young
children :—Highly advantageous. ‘

a=84. Do you not think that it is desirable to assist their physical develope-
ment as well as to increase their cheerfulness :—Certainly.

2785, Is it not more important in respect of those children who inhabit
densely populated districts :—Certainly. \ ;

278G, Mr. Mackinnon.| Have you turned your attention to the prejudice to
health arising from burying in towns *—Yes; that does not apply to Brighton ;
but I have seen a good deal of it abroad.

2787. What is the result of your observations upon that subject, not with
reference to Brighton, but generally :—My opinion generally is that it is preju-
dicial to the health of towns having burial-grounds in the central parts,
where the inhabitants are closely pent up; that in the large towns on the
Continent where this has hnp[;trned great evil has arisen from it.  Gentlemen
in this Committee are probably aware of the serious accidents which have
occurred in Paris at different times, which at last compelled the Government to
forbid any more bodies being buried in the towns ; the same prohibition exists,
I am told, in Austria and in Prussia.

2788, Was there not an ordinance of Napoleon, containing a general order
throughout France that cemeteries should not be within a mile of the bills of
mortality *—Yes; at Naples they are not allowed within two miles.

2780. Do you consider that it would be advisable to make such a regulation
in this country I think certainly that no burial-ground should be within a
mile or a mile and a half of a town. The site of a burial-ground, however, is of
great importance. With regard to the choice of the spot, it ought to be a
place perfectly dry, not near to springs or rivers; it should be thoroughly
exposed to the wind, care being taken not to suffer the exhalations to pass
over places which are inhabited ; for though burying bodies may retard putrefac-
tion it does not stop it, and in warm days, exhalations from the best regulated
burying-grounds are unpleasant and injurious to health.

2790. Are you aware that in the regulations on that subject in the Code
Napoleon there was a direction that burying-grounds should be permitted only
on the north side of the town, from the idea that when the north wind blew it
was the most dryving wind, and therefore the less likely to injure the inhabi-
tants #— It was strongly recommended in a memoir drawn up by a committee,
that they should be exposed to the easterly and northerly winds, because
they were dry winds. The same committee also recommended that no exea-
vations should be made, except'in particular seasons of the year, for example,
in the winter and early spring, when those dry winds prevail, on account of
the risk from opening the ground.

2701. Chairman.] Without entering particularly into the subject, you think
that due sanitary regulations, with regard to the provision of burying-grounds,
ought to be enforced by legislative authority *—Certainly, that is decidedly my
opinion.

2762. Mr. Greene.] Having spoken of the practice on the Continent with
regard to the burying-grounds, what is your opinion with respect to providing
abbatoirs out of the towns, and preventing slaughtering in the towns *—That is
one of the last improvements on the Continent. In Rome, where formerly the
slaughter-houses were a great nuisance, now all the animals are slaughtered
outside the town; a large abbatoir has been built within the last 10 or 12
years, and an excellent establishment it is, provided with abundance of water
and every other convenience, and kept in the best possible state of cleanliness.

2703. Do you not conceive such establishments very much promote the
health of towns *—I have ne doubt they do, for I think slaughter-houses in a
town, particularly if it is densely populated, constantly give out bad and putre-
fying exhalations. During the war, in the city of Cork, where enormous quan-
tities of cattle were slaughtered for the use of the fleet, there is no doubt fever
prevailed in the districts were those slaughter-houses were situate.
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: R. A. SLANEY, Esq. 1% tae CHaln.
o Janes Pennethorne, Esq. called in; and Examined.

J. Penncthorne, 2704. Chairman.] YOU have been professionally engaged in surveying
Esq. buildings for some years past7—VYes, | have been engaged in various improve-
ments of the metropolis, under the Commissioners of Woods and Forests,

2705. Are yon acquainted with the construetion of buildings thronghout most
parts of the metropoliz *—Yes, I think in all parts.

2706. Are you acquainted with the buildings, particularly that are inhabited
by the humbler working classes, in various parts of the capital of London, and
the suburbs 7—Yes ; 1 have had oecasion, within the last three months, to survey
the whole of St. Giles's, and the worst parts of Essex-street, Spitalfields, and the

rts north of Farringdon-street, round Field-lane and Saffron-hill, which ave, I
welieve, almost the worst, if not quite, in London. ;

2797. Will you describe the state of the buildings, particularly with respect
to their forms, in those districts 7—Those districts are composed almost entirely
of small courts, very small and very narrow, the uccess to them being only under
gﬂtewilﬂr'ii; in many cases they have been larger courts originally, and after-
wards built in again with houses back to back, without any outlet behind, and
only consisting of two rooms, and almost a ladder for a staircase; and those
houses are ocenpied by an immense number of inhabitants. [ have seen three
and four beds, and more than that, in each room; they are all as dark as possible
of course, and as filthy as it is possible for any places to be, arising from
want of air and light.

2798, Are those places extremely elose and badly ventilated 7—Yes.

2700. The entrance, you say, is under an archway *¥— Yes.

2800, The court has no thoroughfare through it 7—In many instances, and in
some instances there are thoroughfares throngh them.

2801. Mumy of the courts are =0 built that there is no thorough draught for
the airf—Yes, :

2802, Does not that form’ of construction appear to you very injurious to the
health of the inhabitmts *—I have ao doubt it is ExtrEm:'l}‘ injtlriml-_f..

2803. Are the front walls of those houses close to each other, or is there a
good space between them?—In many cases less than 10 feet; they will not, in
any instance, 1 believe, be found 20 feet apart, not even in the wide part of a
court; but generally they will average 10 feet, and in some instances be as
little as five,

2804. Is that sufficient for the purposes of duc ventilation, and cleanliness,
and air’—No; no houses ought to be allowed to he built less than 20 feet
apart from front to front. '

2805. The entrances, yon say, are under areliways, there is no thorough dranght
of air, and the houses are built very elose to each other in front ; are t-]!cj:" not,
in many instances, also built back to back, so as to have no means of giving a
cirenlation of air through them T—Yes,

2806. So that in addition to their being in courts with areliways, they are also
construeted so that noair can pass through them ?—There is no thorough
draught through the houses.

22 May 1840
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2807. Do not you think it is difficult to conceive any construction or form of
a house which can be more injurious to health than those so situated ?—1I believe
it is the very worst possible construction.

2808. Do you speak only of singular instances, or of numerous instances,
throughout parts of London densely inhabited by the poorer population 7—That
is a common deseription of building in those districts.

2809. In these districts where the houses ave so constructed, what is the nature

of the under-ground drainage generally ?—There is no under-ground drainage |

of any sort or kind to many of the districts; not to the St. Giles’s and to the
Spitalfield’s districts ; and the drainage to that north of Farringdon-street is by
an open ditch, which is quite as bad as no drain, if not worse,

2810. The only mode by which the dirty water and other refuse liquids from
those houses eseape iz by means of surface drains, or surface gutters, which are
open to the air 7—Yes; and in Rosc-lane, which is a great deal better than the
.courts I have described, and which is, perhaps, one of the best streets about that
part of Spitalfields, I have seen the place completely flooded with blgod from
the slau Emralmusu,

2811. Those open gutters being the only mode by which such refuse can
-escape, are they not constantly ::lmiud 11{: with refuse, and filth, and various sub-
stances thrown out from the houses, ashes and so forth, so as to impede the
quick passage away of those refuse liquids ?—That is probably frequently the
Case,

2812. Is there any regular inspection of those close courts, in order to have
a good system of cleansing and of scavenging applicable to them?—I do not
think there is any system of the kind; certainly there is no appearance of it
from the state of the districts.

2813. Is it, as far as your observation goes, quite ineffectual at present ?—If
there is any, it is quite ineffectual ; and in some of the better parts again, where
the houses have small back-yards, they were in such a filthy and dirty state,
that we positively could not walk out in them,

2814. Have you in your visits to those miserable places frequently perceived
the effects of bad air and fetid exhalations from those places i—Bad smells of all
kindsz,

2815. Have you found that there were cesspools in any of those places 7—1
“take it there must be cesspools, because there ave privies.

2816. In what state are the |lhr'u'if:r: and places in whieh they cast the refuse
in those districts ; are they neglected und filthy, or otherwise ?—They are places
one can hardly eall privies; in many cases they are only a few hoards tacked
together, and sometimes we could not find where the privy was, aml doubted
whether there was such a thing in all the court, and generally we found only

one appropriated to each court.

2817. Was there any system of cleansing and keeping them in order, or were
t]m:; generally filthy ;—There was none ; the inhabitants appeared to be iiving
in such a state of dirt and filth, they thought of nothing in the shape of cleanli-
ness,

2818. Were those places themselves in fact dirty and neglected : —Very bad
indeed.

2819. You speak now not of particular places, but of wide-spread districts 7—
I speak of the distriets I have named.

2820. They are inhabited by a dense population, chiefly of the working
classes *—VYes; St. Giles’s mostly by Irish labourers; and other districts ap-
peared to be of the working classes, but I should think they get their living as
they can; they must be of the very poorest classes; they appeared to be worse
than the wurk{ng classes, %

2821. Do you know of fevers or contagious disorders existing in those par-
ticular districts, or have you in the course of your inquiry found out such ta be
the case?—I do not know that of my own knowledge.

2822, Are there a great number of children in thosze districts?—Yes; [ suw a
great many of the children almost naked, and very filthy and dirty, playing in
the courts. i

2823. Such a state of things must be highly injurious to the health of the in-
habitants ?—It must be highly injurious to the health of the inhabitants.

0.47. ¥4 2824, The
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2824. The Committee have had very many cases stated to them of a similar
form of construction of the houses in elose courts, without any effectnal drainage,
built back to back, and without thoroughfares, in the town of Liverpool and
some other distriets ; therefore the remedies which would be applicable to those
you speak of would also be applicable generally, would they not>—1 should
imagine they would.

2825. Are younot aware that in come of the densely populated districts, where
there are courts in the form you speak of, that is, without any thoroughfare, it
has frequently been the case that on the small space which still remained a
hpuse has been built, asa sort of excrescence, taking away a part of the small
space which remained 7—That has been the case very much in St. Giles's; they
have been building there within this last twelvemonth under such cirenm-
stances,

2826. Is there anything to prevent that >—1I am not aware of anything.

2827. There is a Building Act applicable to London >—There is.

2828. The chick provisions of that Act are, that there shall be party-walls of
a certain thickness, to prevent fires, and there are some rules to prevent over-
hanging buildings *~Yes, and encroachments on the pavement.

2829. Are there any regulations forbidding certain forms of buildings, which
are found by experience to be injurious to the health of the inhabitants; or any
rules to prevent houses being built back to back, or anything of that kind 7—
No, nothing of that kind. .

2830. Are you aware of any building Act comprising such samnitary regula-
tions in other places 7—I am not aware of any.

2831, Do you not think, from the vast increase of the population, and the
experience vou have had of the evils arising from the bad form and construction
of the dwellings of the poorer classes, that it would be highly desirable to have
a general Building Act that should lay down general regulatjons to prevent such
forms of construetion as are found to be ]liglﬁ}r injurious ?—VYes, that would be
very beneficial indeed ; and not only to do that, but to regulate the width of the
streets ; anything which would regulate those buildings so as to prevent the
great masses of poor houses being congregated together as they are now would
be beneficial.

aB3a. In such a Building Aet the object would be to avoid all interference
with private property not applicable to the object in view ?—It would be, of
course, an object for the framers of the Bill to prevent the clauses interfering
more than was necessary with private property.

2833. Do you not think that for the preservation of the health of the great
masses of the community, some rules ought to be laid down which eould not be
contravened ?—1 think it very desirable, and that they could be framed so as

not to be injurious to private prollmﬂya .
2834. Under the present Building Act houses are divided into certain rates of
building ?—Yes.

2835. The question has reference to houses of the smaller rate, inhabited by
the lower classes ; as referable to them, do you think the rules proposed would be
advantageous, and that they might be carried into effect, tirst, that wherever
houses are built in close couris there should be a thoroughfare for the air ?—

There would be no objection to that.
2856, That is to say, that the space for a house should be left vacant at the

end, so as to let the air pass through?—I think that would be of very great
advantage in practice.

2837. Do you not also think that the form of building back to back in such
localities ought to be forbidden —I think they should be prevented being built
back to back ; I would not allow any houses to be built nearer than 10 feet to
each other at back. :

2838, Do you not think that cellar dwellings below the level of the under-
grotind sewer ought also to be forbidden >—Yes, decidedly, if used as habitations.

2839. You think that where cellar dwellings are at all pevmitted there should
at all times be a drainage below the level of the floors, so as to insure their being
dry #—Yes.

2840. Do you not think that, as applicable to rows of houses of this class, there
ought to be some regulation with respect to the space in frent and at back ?—

¥ es.
2841. Do
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2841. Do you not think that such lation as to the space in f'r?nt should be
proportioned in some measure to the heights of the houses ?—Certainly. '

2842. And that that at the back should also have some reference to that cir-
cumstance F—Yes, I think it should. _

2843. Opinions may differ with respect to what that proportion should be, but
what proportion of height do you, as an experienced architect, think ought to be
observed in the front 7—Of course it is very difficult to give a proportion without
consideration, but I have already said that no street or court should be less than
20 feet wide, and I think no dwelling-house should be allowed to be erected of
greater height than the width of the street. ]

2844. That is to say, that the space in front should be the height of the
building -—Yes.

2845. The Committee have had evidence from experienced men that two-thirds
was sufficient, but you think it should be equal #—Yes ; suppose you have houses
a1 fect ]ligh,r and allow two-thirds, then the strect will be hut 14 feet wide, which
will be too narrow, and most of the small houses are within that height.

2846. What do you think it ought to be at the back ?—I Imr{IIE know ; but
I should say mot less than 10 feet in any court from back to back : there ma
be some cases of corner houses where the rule is not applicable; but I thin{
every house should he built with a back yard of at least one-fourth its own size.

2847. You think some regulations of that nature are necessary, for the pro-
tection of the health of the poorer classes *—Yes.

2848. In a Building Act this matter would be considered with great care, as
referable to the different districts; but you think there should be a space both
at the front and at the back 7—Yes; and I think that would be very easily ac-
complished. )

2849. With reference to the humbler dwellings situated in the district spoken
of, do you not think there should be some regulntiuns as to those conveniences
necessary for health being attended to >—Yes; [ think every house should be
provided with a privy, taking care that it is light and well ventilated.

2850. Do you not think, also, that there should be some receptacle for ashes
and dirt, and so forth, so constructed as to prevent the evils arising from the
present neglect 2—Yes; but perhaps not to every house; one place might be
common to the court.

2851. Do you not think that there ought to be a provision in the Building
Act, or the Sewers Act, requiring some system of paving the courts and alleys,
‘80 a8 to prevent stagnant water and filth remaining in elose courts 2—It wounld
be a great advantage ; but there might be difficulties attending that ; it would
be throwing expenses perhaps upon the parishes: a general regulation to pre-
gerve the paving, of course would be a very good thing.

2852, Mr, Cowper.] Is the paving kept quite distinet from other matters 2—
Yes: there are paving commissioners, who pave the streets and take the rates.

2853. Are there any other points referable to suggestions for a Building Aet
applicable to this seale of houses which you would think necessary, in order to
protect the inhabitants from the present defects *—No ; with regard to build-
ings no others strike me at the moment.

2854. You think that these, if duly enforced, would be at all events a very
great improvement to the health and comfort of the vast masses of the community
residing in those districts 7—-I think they would be, and T think there ought to
?E, if possible, power to prevent an estate being laid out in great masses of small

100585,

2855. You have spoken of the inefficient or imperfect state of the drainage
in many of those districts; are you aware of the powers of the commissioners of
sewers !—In some measure.

2856. Do not you think that a general Drainage Act, which should be appli-
cable to populous distriets, suburbs of towns, and so on, which should lay down
E’EI‘IHH‘IE rl.'glﬂatim}s, which mighl; be enforced h}r the rate-payers chmsing 20
many trustees, and going through certain forms to give facilities for drainage,
wouldl be very valuable>—Certainly; beeause 1 consider drainage mueh more
important than any other regulations for the preservation of health.

2857. Do you not think a good system of under-ground drainage is essential
to the health of any distriet, however well it may be built 7—Decidedly.

2858. Are you not aware, that under the present powers of the commissioners,
even though there are Sewers Acts, they have no power to compel the inhabi-
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J. Penwethorne,Esq, tants of any houses to make a communication from their houses to the eommon
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sewer, even when it comes close to them :—They cannot compel them to use the
sewer, which they onght to have the power of doing.

2820, Ought they not also to have the power to prevent cesspools or other
receptacles for liguid filth being sunk helow the level of the common sewer?—
Certuinl}:.

2860. They have no such power as that at present =—They have not.

2861. Ought there not also to be some power given them to enable them to
make new common sewers up to houses or fresh buildings which may arise round
about them in their district /~I think they not only ought to have the power,
but to be compelled to do it. -

2862, You are aware that the commissioners conceive they have not the
power at present *—I know some commissions have no power to build new
sewers, only a power to repair those in existence.

2863, That is not the caze with respect to all of them; but a declaratory or
enabling Act is necessary with referenee to many *—In the instances I have heen
speaking about, they stated to me that they had no power to make new sewers.

2863%. There are three peints in which even the present commissioners of
sewers wherever they are acting require additional powers; one to make new
sewers; a second when the sewers are made to enforee a communication from
the houses to the sewers, and a third to prevent eesspools and other receptacles
for filth being sunk below the level of the sewers 7—Yes, and not only to compel
them to empty into the sewers, but to have proper traps on the drains to their
houses, or they may become themselves nuisances.

2864. Do you not think there should he a power to enable the commissioners
of sewers to cover up any open drain, which is a power which they coneeive they
have not at present 7—If they have not that power I think they ought to have it.

2865. You are aware that though there are populous communities spreading
themselves around certain districts they have no power to do these things, and
must apply in each case for an Act of Parliament, which cost them from 3001 to

| 8001, even if not opposed ; do you not think that a general Act giving certain

powers would be beneficial 7—I1 should think it would ; there may be technical
difficulties which might prevent its being so that I am not aware uE’
2866G. Do you see any objection to an Act with general powers?—No, 1 do
not. There may be this objection, that on large estates a man may choose to drain
his own estate entively ; he might desire to preserve the power of doing that,
without reference to any public body. In such an estate as that of the Marquess
of Westminster, near the water side, if he chooses to cleanse his whole estate and
take the rates, 1 do not think that he ought to be compelled to resort to any

publie body.

2867. So long as it is shown that is well done T—Certainly.

2868. Do you not think that for the sake of the health of the poor it is neces-
sary there should be some system of insreutiun, to see that those things are well
performed ?—Yes, and to enforec cleanliness, particularly in the whitewashing
and painting of the houses.

286p. With respect to the cleansing of courts, the cleaning of cesspools, the
removal of filth, the stoppage of sewers or of drains, the prevention of such
buildings as will impede the transmission of the air; for all these purposes do
son think there should be some person who should be an inslﬂentur, and should
have power to give notices to persons who are injuring the health of the inhabitants
from any of those causes, and whe should report to some superior power 7—Yes,
I think that would be one of the most useful elauses in the Bill,

2870. Do you think it is necessary, looking to the present state of things ?—
Yes, quite necessary; gencrally speaking, the medical man employed by the Poor
Law Commissioners, or some other person, might report to some competent
authority.

287 .jrl'.'!u you think it would be advisable to have appointed, by either the Poor
Law Guardians or the rate-payers, or some competent authority, persons as a
board of health, resident in those very populous distriets, who might make such
sugeestions from time to time as might be requisite, and to whom the inspectors
mxgﬁlt report ?—It would be a very desirable thing to have a body of men to
enforce the provisions of the Bill ; but I am not competent to say whether it should
be a board of health or the parish authorities, or wlim it should be ; there should
be somebody to have the power to enforce the clauses of the Bill, and also officers

appointed,

:
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appointed, who would report to them. If the Bill is made sufficiently strong to J.Penuethorne Eeq.
answer all the purposes referred to, [ think almost anybody would be competent  ——
to carry it into effect. [ should think the medical man appointed by the Poor 22 May 1840.
Law Commissioners is a very fit man to report on cleanliness.

2872. Do you think that the medical man appointed by the Poor Law
Guardians, with perhaps two or three respectable inhabitants of the distriet,
chosen by the parish, would be sufficient to act as a board of health ?—I should
imagine so. J a i

2873. Do you not think that a good supply of water is one of the first requisites
for the health of the poorer classes of the inhabitants of those districts 7—Certainly,
a supply of water is of great importance; it should not be supplied perhaps to
each liouse individually, for the rates would be too heavy, but there should be
some system of supplying water to the courts generally.

2874. Is not the supply of water, independent of its necessity in point of
health to the inhabitants, also absolutely necessary for the purpose of cleansing,
where there is a system of under-ground sewerage, so that there may be a con-
siderable passage of water through the drains and sewers to kec}; them clean ?—
Yes; but I do not think the water supplied in that way would have much effect
upon the sewers ; they are eleansed more by the rain than by the water from
other sources.

2875. In those populous districts where you have been, are there any schools
where the children of the poorer classes attend ?—Not within the districts them-
selves, but immediately around them, there are schools.

2876. Were the schools you have visited well ventilated >—Yes, I'think so, in
the schools ‘lately built ; but they have great difficulty in getting the chil-
dren to attend them in those miserable districts,

2877. Have you visited any of the dame or day schools in those districts 2—
No, nor did I hear of any.

2878. Do you know whether there are any play-grounds to which the chil-
dren can have access in the neighbourhood of those schools 7—In the national
schools there are, for infanis, and sometimes for girls.

2870. You think there would be no difficulty in carrying into effect the gene-
ral regulations referred to in a Building Act and a Sewers Act, and that such are
absl?lutel'_r necessary to the health of the inhabitants of those populous distriets ?
—I'eh.

2880. Are there any other matters which you feel to be applicable to the sub-
ject before the Committee >—There are some matters very injurious to health,
such as poisonous manufactures and slaughter-houses, the boiling of bones, and so
on, which I belicve may be put down by law now, but at a great expense. [ think
regulations allowing a more casy mode of getting 1id of those nuisances would
be highly advantageous. (The Witness produced a plan.) This is a plan of the
Rookery in St. Giles’s, which exemplifies that I have stated ; it is divided into
little courts, through very few of which there is a thoroughfare of air. The
white indicates the open spaces. The houses were origimally built all round
those squares, with open spaces in the centre ; but from time to time they have
been built within, and so divided into the numerous little courts, and houses
have been =0 built within 12 months sinee.

2881. There appear to be several courts entirely built round, into which there
;H_Elnntl:ing but narrow openings i—Yes, about Lgﬁﬁ feet wide and =ix or seven

nigh.

2582. And in many instances the houses appear to be built back toback ?—Yes.

2883, Is this same injurious mode of construetion followed in other districts ?
—VYes. This is a plan (producing it) showing the courts between Whitechapel
and Wentworth-strect ; the only entrance is by covered archways, opening into
a very narrow street, which has no entrance again, exeept through an archway
at one end, and there is a very narrow dark alley at the other end, not above
seven fect six high. This is all inhabited by the humbler classes. It tends not
only to the destruetion of health, but quite as much to the destruction of morals;
and 1t is quite certain, that as leng as those districts remain in London and
other towns, the formation of schools will he of no nse. 1 am told on good
authority, by a man whose property overlooks the eourts, that frequently, on a
Sunday morning, he sees a dozen women perfectly naked, without the least
dress at all, dancing to a fiddier.

2884. Have you visited those distriets ?—I have.

zZ2 2885. Are
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2885. Are you of opinion, from what you saw of the habits of the children,
that any good effect arising from education in the schools in the day must be
very much neutralized by their habits of filth and misery 7—I am quite con-
vineed that very little good will be done to the children by education, and very
little good to the population by prison discipline, as long as those scenes exist.
I am told that there are as many as 18,000 persons let loose from the prisons in
London every year; the moment they leave the prison they come back to those
places, make their parties, and go into the country upon their beats.

2886. Are there a great number of children in those districts 7—Yes, they
are very populous; each house is inhabited by a great many families.

2887. Mr. Cowper.] Are the children under education in those districts +—
I am afraid there is very little education among the inhabitants of those miser-
ahle lIthE‘EEi.‘i.; the 1_]|'[;I'Ell:!'t.}" 18 owned |r:,.' OIe person, who lets out to unuther,
and he again to another weekly, who underlets daily and nightly.

2888. Chairman.] Do you not think it would be advisable that the small
rents for water and poor’s rate, and so on, should be rather borne by the land-
lords than squeezed out of each of the tenants ?7—All the parish rates at the pre-
sent moment are paid by the landlords, not by the ground landlord, but by the
lessee under the ground landlord.

288g. Do you not think such a practice would be beneficial as applicable to
other districts of a similar nature 7—Yes; 1 do not think the rates could be
collected without a provision of that kind.

28g0. Mr. Cowper.] In the case of those houses built for the poorer classes,
can you give any idea of what proportion the expense of a gnud system of
sewerage would bear to the whole expense of building the houses 2—No, I eannot
do that, but it would be very trifling indeed ; the great expense would be in the
rates, I think the commissioners should be compelled to make great lines of
sewers through every district on which buildings now stand, or on which they
are about to be erected.

Thonias Allason, Esq. called in; and Examined.

28g1. Chairman.] YOU are extensively acquainted with buildings 7—I am.

28ga. In what district?=—1 have been surveyor to a firc-office for the last
1 ﬁ}fr-.nm; I have been 36 years in the profession.

28a3. With what districts are you particularly acquainted --—I am acquainted
with the whole of London.

2804. Are you well acquainted with the populous districts in the south and
east of London, Lambeth, Rotherhithe, and others, in which a great body of the
working classes reside 7—I am. .

2895. Are you aware that in many districts the form of the construction ol'
the buildings they reside in is found very injurious to the health of the inhabi-
tants 7—IHighly objectionable.

28gf. Such as close courts, the entrances to which are often under archways,
through which courts there is no thoroughfare for the air ?—VYes.

2897. In which the houses are built very close to each other, and many others
in which they are built back to backr—Yes. "

2808, All these forms of construction apply in many parts of London7—VYes,
it is general in that class of building. b

289g. Are there many in which there are cellar dwellings?—Yes.

2g00. Do you not consider that, considering the bad effects of buildings of
this nature, some prospective regulations are necessary for the prevention of
them ?—They are abso ute]l}' necessary. ol ;

2001. Does your knowledge extend to buildings in other populous towns of
the kingdom ?—To the large towns generally, such as Birmingham, Norwich,
Liverpool, and so on. 4

2902. Does the same apply to other large towns *—Yes, and Manchester also.

2003. From the vast increase of population of this class, you think those re-
gulations are essentially necessary 7—Unquestionably.

2004. Do you think some regulations to prevent the construction of buildings
in those forms would be beneficial if introduced into a Building Act r_——Ye&

2005. Houses are divided into different rates; taking these inhabited by the

lumbler classes, would there be any difficulty in laying down regulations wl:i;iﬁ
waon
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avould be beneficial 7—1 think there would not ; that such regulations might be
laid down as would prevent that inferior class of buildings being erected at any
time.

2906. You are of opinion that to the inferior classes this construction of their
dwellings is highly injurious to health ?—Just so.

2907. Do you not think that one regulation should be that houses should not
be built in close courts without a thorough ventilation of air >—That should be
one leading feature, certainly.

2008. That there should not be cellars occupied for habitations permitted,
unless there was, at all events, a drainage below the surface of the cellar?—
Clertainly.

2909. Thirdly, that no houses for human habitations should be permitted to
be built back to back 7—Certainly ; there can be no ventilation in such a case,
and not sufficient light. -

2910, In addition to this, do i;uu not think that with regard to rows of
houses in populous districts there should be some regulation as to the space left
in the front of them ?—1 do, certainly.

2911. And also behind them T— Yes.

2g12. Have you turned your attention to what proportion of height would be
desirable 7—I have not given the matter very deep reflection ; but having heard
the evidence of Mr. Pennethorne, I have turned the matter in my mind, and
1 should lay down this regulation, that the height of the houses should determine
the width of the street, whether it be a street in a public place, or in a corner of
St. Giles's.

2013. You would not probably enforee so great a width at the back of them,
but gome proportion should be mEm:l f—I should, even at the back, asz far as the
main buildings ; for instance, in the lower classes of houses, if there isa width of
20 feet between the fronts of the louses in the rear, there should likewise be a
width of 20 feet between the width of the main house,

2014. You would not prevent lean-to’s, or small buildings below 7—No.

2015. But it would be desirable to have some space even between the ground-
floors 7—Yes ; that regulation gives the liest effect to a street. A street where
the houses are 50 feet high should be at least 50 feet wide; then the sun has an
angle of 45 degrees, which gives great cheerfulness and air.

2010. Do not you think that in any such Building Act there ought to be
regulations providing for the erection of those buildings necessary for the decency
and comfort of the inhabitants 7—No doubt of it; and if they could be made
separate for each house, it would be very desirable.

2917. You think there should be proper regulations referable to the drainage
of the district *—Yes,

2018, Also proper conveniences for the refuse offal and ashes cast out?—
Yes.

2919. Without defining what it should be, but such as the experience of persons
conversant with these matters would determine *—Certainly.

2920. Would there be any difficulty in carrying out regulations on these sub-
Jects —None at all, in my opinion,

2g21. With reference to drainage, is that a point to which you have turned
your attention?—1 have, particularly.

2922, in many of those populous districts there is no system of under-ground
drainage, or a very imperfui:t- one >—None ; and 1 think all the object would be
very well attained, without effecting it in a compulsory manmer, by a good
system of drainage.

2923. That would go far to improve the health of those densely populated
districts 7—It would never be the interest of a frecholder to have that inferior
class of buildings which they have now throughout the metropolis, and in all
populcus towns, if they were compelled, in the first instance, to adopt some
regulations for drainage.

2024. Do you think a Eltﬂl'leral Sewerage Act, which would lay down general
regulations, so as to enable the inhabitants in all populous distriets to choose
trustees who might carry out those regulations, wmllld be valuable *—1 think the
proprietor of the estate should incur the expense of his own drainage, under the
surveillanee of some public body.

2925. Mr. Cowper.] Why do you think that under a good system of drainage
on inferior class of houses would not be built?—A frecholder or lessee, or

0.47. j z 3 party
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time, and incur an expense in making proper drains. The commiszioners at the
present time have certain regulations that no floor shall be placed in a situation
that shall not have a certain height above the general drainage ; but as it is, now
the custom is first to build the house, or first to cover a distriet with houses, and
then to effect the drainage of them in part.

2026, Chairman.] Is not that much more costly than if it were done at first?
—Yes, and sometimes impossible. The city of London are now struggling
with those diffienlties; they have been in some districts obliged to shore up the
whole of the houses, or to rebuild them; but the result is, that when you build
before 'ifl}'li construct your sewerage, one half or two-thirds of the houses are never
drained at all, and it is at an increased expense that they can effect any drainage.

2627, Mr. Cowper.] You think a frecholder would not think it worth his
while to build a very inferior class of houses, if he must first provide for the
drainage ?—Having made certain improvements upon the ground, though it
would not be heavy on a good houze, it may be 5/ or 10 [, and the freeholder
has an interest in carving ont his estate with all its advantages.

2028, Chairman,] You think a Drainage Act, making those regulations,
w-:m%ﬂ have an important influence on the health of the inhabitants 7—I think it
would.

2020. Are you not aware that the commissioners acting under district Acts
have no power to compel the inhabitants of houses to connect their houses by
umlur-gnnmtl dl‘:litmgc: with the sewers *—There 15 1o power.

2030. Secondly, they have no }mw&r to prevent cesspools for liquid refuse
being sunk down below the level of the sewers 7—None whatever.

2031. And thirdly, they have no power, as they conceive, to build new sewers
up to new hodies of houses if erected 7—Not in all cases; they have in certain
points; they are now proceeding in connecting main lines of sewerage for the
purpose of improved drainage to the district.

2932. Do you not think that such powers as have been referred to, which
they do not at present possess, onght to be-given to them ?—No doubt.

2033. Should not there be some system of inspeetion in those thickly-peopled
districts, 0 a2 to see that a proper system of cleansing and scavenging, and so
on, takes place 7—Certainly that is necessary.

2034. At present that is very greatly neglected ? In some districts totally.

2035. The health of the inhabitants suffers in consequence >—Very much.

2036, Do you not think such inspectors should have the power of reporting
any matters which interfere with the health of the inhabitants to some compe-
tent authority ?—That would be very proper.

2037- Do you think a board of health, chosen by the rate-payers, or in some
manner, to preside over populous districts, and to whom the inspectors might re=
port, would be a valuable establishment }—Certainly it wounld.

2038. Do you not think that some snch suggestions as these are absolutely
necessary to be earried out for the sake of the health of the vast masses of the
community now congregated together in large towns ?—Certainly.

2030. And that the necessity is every day more pressing '—Certainly.

2940. Are you aware that fevers and other contagions disorders gencrated in
those districts frequently spread into other portions of the town :—1I believe that
to be the case.

2041. Are you aware that, in consequenee of the illness caused by the neglect
referred to, very great expense is continually cast upon the parishes and upon
the richer classes, cither in the form of poor’s rates, or contributions to assist
those whose health is so injured ?—Yes, I know that.

2042. Then the regulations contemplated would produce a very considerable
saving in those points, either to the parish or to the richer classes?—Un-
doubtedly.

2043. Are there any other general suggestions on these points you would
favour the Committee with 2—If you could secure a perfect dramage and a good
supply of water, all other matters would follow of course; everything hinges
upon those. Y h

2044. The inspector would have the power of putting down all nuisanees in
his district F—Yes.

2045. As, for instance, slaughter-houges, cemeteries, burying-grounds, from
which any noxious vapour might arise, and any kind of manufactory 'ﬁ'hic:] Wﬂj

Qi
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found within a crowded district extremely injurious to the health of the inha-
bitants 7 Yes.
2046. Such an officer would be very valuable *—Certainly.

2047. Mr. Cowper.| Does it oceur to you that there is any existing authority
who might take the duties of inspector upen him?—No, I think not; there 1s
only the beadle, or constable of the parish ; the beadle is a parochial officer.

2048. Chairman.] Some person might be appointed, either by the rate-payers
or the board of guardians?—I think a more important personage is requisite
than the beadle ; a person of intelligence and information.

ﬂgqg, Mr. Cowper.] Would it be desirable he should be a medical man?—
No, I do not think that is essential ; if there is a board of health a medical man
would be essential.

. 2950, Mr. Mackinnon.] You think no legislative enactment would be necessary
if you have good drainage My opinion is, that no legislative enactment would
be necessary if there was good drainage and an ample supply of water.

2051. In the first part of your evidence, you stated you would recommend that
whenever a street was built the width of it should be in proportion to the height
of the houses; would not that very much trench upon the rights of private pro-
perty, if a person bought land and wished to build upon it houses of a certain
rate 7—Yes; but then I think another object is paramount to that, and that is
the public benefit.

2052. Are you not aware that though houses might not be so far apart as you
recomment, ]:erhalls they would come within six inches or a foot of the wiﬁt}n,
and do you mnot think it would be very hard to prevent their building those
houses of a certain deseription *—1I believe the present regulation with regard to
public roads iz, that no house shall be built within 30 feet of the centre, but
sometimes 1 believe it is done. Where parties have property on the road-side
they might consider it a hardship that the public benefit should be eonsidered
in preference to their individual rights, but they might find in the end their pro-
¥ was improved.

2053. Chairman.] You would as little as possible interfere with private
property ; i);ml would only enforce that which you consider essential to the health
of the inhabitants '—Just so.

2054. Mr. Mackinnon.] Would you think that the parish vestry would be the
proper persons to appoint the inspector 7—1I think so.

2055. Do you think if a board of health was established who should nominate
a person to act as surveyor, the power of appeinting that board of health had
better be in the glml’diﬂ!lﬁ, in the vestry, or i the auﬂgir,'t,ml-uﬁ #—| think the
vestry would be competent to select the roper individual, and that it would be
most agrecable in general that that .f-ImulH be the case.

_2050. You would not be afraid of jobbing 7—1 think that would net be pes-
gible now,

2057. Are }'Ou_ﬂfdﬂ[-‘i“‘i““ that the having cemeteries or burial-places within
Ep]:;:lluus towns 15 mjurious to the health of the inhabitants *—I consider it

1ghty 0.

2058. Has it come under your knowledge that places for slaughtering animals
are injurious to health -'_—ﬂIH}f are very unsightly and disgusting, but I do not
think that any injury arises from them,

‘3%59-_ Do you think any injury to the inhabitants arises from Smithfield
market7—I never heard of any objection arising from that circumstanee,

_ 2960. Mr. Greene.] The slaughtering of cattle in cellars is frequently practised
in London ; do you think that injurious to health :—1I think if you look at the
slaughtermen they are generally very healthy men.

295[. Mr. Caw;mr,] Do you know whether the g.]uughter-}musx_-s are well

drained in London ?—In many cases they are, but in many others not at all ; in
Whitechapel ﬂ]t:‘\'rhcde of the drainage there is surface drainage, and generally
throughout the city ; there is no part of the metropolis so ill drained as the ecity
of London. ;

2962. That is not healthy i—No, for the whole mass is impeded in the gutter,
and there it lies in hot weather to become fetid and putrid.

. ﬂigtig‘hggh ;‘!'_i]':lkthii*;_llt:}'j':ﬂilh“glltcr—iluusus are well drained they are not inju-
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Josepl Hodgson, Esq. called in ; and Examined.

2064. Chairman.] YOU are a medieal man, residing at Birmingham ;—Yes.

2y05. How many years have you been resident there ?— Upwards of 20 years,

2966. During that time you have been in extensive practice throughout the
district as well as Birmingham ?—Yes, in pretty extensive practice.

2007. Are you well acquainted with the state of the habitations and the habits
of the poorer classes of Birmingham?—Yes, in the town [ am tolerably well
acquainted with them.

2968. The Committee understand that the habitations of the humbler classes
in Birmingham are superior, in many points, to the habitations of the eorrespond-
ing classes in the Lancashire towns ; that, generally speaking, each family has a
habitation for itself; that they do not live in flats one above another; and that
they do not reside in cellars, as they doin some of the Lanecashire towns 7—That
is the case.

206. Are there in Birmingham many cloze courts to which there is not a free
aceess of air>—VYes, there are some in the old part of the town, but not many in
the modern parts of the town.

26i7o. Are there some in which the houses are built back to back 7—Many
are built back to back.

2671, Do not you eonsider such a construction injurious to the health of the
inhabitants *—1 think that depends very much upon the size of the rooms, the
gize of the windows, and the size of the court altogether.

agy2. Comparing one class of courts with another, one in which the houses
are built back to back and another in which they are not built back to back, are
not those in which they are not built back to back preferable *—In the courts in
Birmingham where they are not built back to back there is not always thorough
ventilation ; there is not a window on the other side of the house, in many cases ;
they seem to have been so erected in the expectation that others would be built
behind them ; it is the general practice to build so.

2073. Birmingham has increased rapidly in population within the last 30
years 2—Yes, extremely so.

2074. Is there any general Building Act in Birmingham *—1 am not aware
that there is any general Building Act ; but there exists in the town a body of
commissioners, possessing powers under an Act of Parliament. This board has
considerable powers with reference to the erection of buildings, the sewerage,
cleansing, lighting and paving, and so on.

2975. That power is, in many respects, very well exercised, is it not 7—Ex-
tremely well exercized, and becoming more so every day.

2g70. You have in Birmingham some considerable advantages in the form of
the land on which Birmingham is situated ; it is undulating ?— There are very
great natural advantages in Birmingham in this respect; it 1s built, for the most
part, on the sides of hills, and the valleys which divide these hills constitute a
natural drainage; the soil also, being sandy and gravelly, is very porous; the
moisture readily percolates, and what does not run down the drains is abzorbed.

2077. Are there not some portions of the suburbs of Birmingham in which
there are open drains of a noisome nature :—There are some, but not so many as
there were at the time the cholera prevailed in this country. In consequence of
the spread of the cholera to neighbouring towns, we sought out all those drains,
and had some of them eovered over ; others have been covered sinee : there are
now very few in the town ; there are some in the neighbourhood of the town.

2078. Mr. Cowper.] On whom did the expense full7—Some part of it on the
Chn?era Board ; we got the money from the overseers of the poor, under an order
from the Government; but since that time, what has been done has been done,
I believe, by the commissioners.

2970. Chairman.] Have the precautions taken in consequence of that visita-
tion been beneficial to the inhabitants *—I cannot say that they have been par-
ticularly so; of course they have been so in some degree.

2980. Will you be kind enough, with reference to the subject on which the
Committee are inquiring, namely, sanitary regulations with reference to the
humbler classes in large towns, to lay before the Commiitee any sugrestions
which oceur to you *—On the subject of drainage, I would say the commissioners
of the streets in Hinuing‘hmn have considerabile power, which ﬂ'luj execute very
well indeed ; lately they have appointed a very able man as the surveyor, wlll:} is

making
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making great improvements in the condition of the roads and the drainage, but
very great diffienlties, | believe, arcse from there being no plan or scheme
originally by which the sewers were laid down ; they are not, in all parts, laid
down on a right level; I am told that in many parts of the town the levels are
g0 high that they do not drain the cellars; we might almost as well have no
drains at all, as far as the houses are concerned, as such drains; then again,
in my opiniof, the main sewers are of comparatively little advantage, unless they
are =0 large that a man can go up and clean them, or unless there is a great
fall in them ; there are very few in Birmingham large encugh to admit a man
to go up and clean them ; the consequence is, an obstruction takes place in one,
the liguid accumulates above that obztruction ; they are not aware of it till it
begins to annoy the people in the houzes, and when this happens, there is for
a time a great stagnant pool of corruption under gronnd. It is very important
that the size of the main drains should be such that 2 man conld go up them,
that they should be laid so deep as to drain the cellars, and that there should
be a certain slope, so that everything should run out quickly; in many instances
I believe that is not the ease. Another point with regard to drainage is this, 1
think that above-ground drainage is better than under-ground drainage, unless
the drain has a great fall, or is 2o large that a man can get up and clean it ; for
when an under-ground drain becomes obstructed, there is an aceumulation of filth,
in consequence of its not being known, whereas it is readily seen and removed in
above-ground drains.

2081. Those above-gronnd drains, unless constantly inspected, are liable to be
choked ?—Yes; but I think they should be inspected : there should be a main
drain in the street laid very deep; then the houses must of course have them
under ground to drain the cellars; but I speak especially with reference to drains

out of courts and alleys when under ground; these are very apt to become
choked, and remain so for a length of time,

2982, If they were constructed of a proper slope and the proper width, they
would not be liable to be choked ?7—No, if the weirs or grates were kept in pro-
per order.

2983. Do you not think a general Drainage Act applicable to those districts
where there is no drainage at present, which would enable the inhabitants,
through commissioners or trustees, to bring into force proper regulations, would
be valuable, not interfering with existing authorities, but giving them more
powers where they are wanted ?—[ think some additional powers might be
well. T was about to mention a circumstance which often ocecurs: a strect is
laid out, a man takes a bit of oround and builds a house ; there is no sewer in
that situation, but perhaps there is a main sewer at some distance ; he carries
a small detached drain from his own house to this sewer ; another takes a bit of

md next to his house, and there will be another drain made from his house.
efore a street is built, it would be a very good thing if the commissioners or
others were compelled to make a main sewer; there is very often none till the
street i= built: there should be some regulation by which a general plan of
sewerage would be secured before the houses are erected. I believe the great
oljection to doing this has been the expensge of it, the commissioners heing
unwilling or unable to incur the expense until the street is nearly finished.

2084. Do vou not think that a zeneral Sewerage Act, under the powers of which
the inhabitants might meet and carry such a plan into eflect, would be desir-
able?~—Yes; there are difficulties which can only be met in that way ; I should
think that some hoard like the commissioners of the streets in l;iirminglmm
18 extremely desirable in every town or district.

2085. Mr. Cowper.] What do the commissioners of the streets in Birming-
ham do with reference to new strects 7—We will suppose a street about to be
built ; they do nothing with reference to the sewers until a certain portion of
the street is built; you may get near to one if you can ; they will let you, if
there is a sewer in the neighbourhood, carry a drain into it, but they will not
Tequire you to do it

2986. Have they no power *—I cannot say whether they have the power.

2087. Chaivman.] Practically this system is inefficient for the purposes of
general drainage ?—When a sewer is made, it is very easy to enforee drains
being made into it, but on a street being begun, the people building the houses
are not obliged to provide drainage before the street is begun,

.47, AA 2988, Mr.
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2088, Mr. Cowper.] It would be very desirable to have the sewer provided
before the houses are built >—Yes, it would be, certainly.

2080. Mr. Mackinnon.] The great difficulty is the expense, where there is no
immediate prospect of benefit *—Just so.

20G0. ﬂ!ﬂiﬂmu.] Are there any other suggestions you would make, referable
Lo measures to promote t]m]_?f_-llem-l health of the inhabitants 7—I think that one
great source of disease in Birmingham is the existence of poor lodging-houses,
and not only of disease, but ofimmorality and crime and very great misery ; that
what are generally called beggars’ lodging-houses are great sources of disease
and erime, and demoralization in every way.

2001. Does fever frequently premif there 7—Fever is rare, comparatively, in
Birmingham ; itisa very ]'Illi.llt-:i1}’ town ; there is very rarely any severe cuntn:h_,:imtﬁ
fever in the town; but when there is any contagious disorder, it often begins in
those begeaars’ lodging-houses, which abound in the town, which are great sources
of discase and vice. I have been informed by the head of the police, and by
several of the police, that it is hardly possible to eoneeive these houses to bein a
worse state in any town in the kingdom.

2002. Do you think you require additional authority for the purpose of the
inspection, cleansing, and regulation of lodging-houses *—I think it would be
extremely conducive to the welfare of the community if those lodging-houses were
under some system of inspeetion, or there were places provided to which trampers

and beggars could resort, and which should be kept in a healthy condition.

20935. Some precautions appear necessary, not 1:::1]:,? for the health of that
class, but for the prevention of the spreading of contagious disorders from those
places into other districts of the country “—Just so.

2004. Many of those persons are migratory in their habits, and therefore any
contagion they veceive is likely to spread to other parts of the country ? —Cer-
tainly ; it is important not only on account of the inmates themselves, but the
persons who live in the neighbourhood, and it iz important in a moral point of
view, that those places should be under some inspection ; they certainly are great
nests and sources of crime.

2005. At the present time is there any regulation which provides for attention
to cleanliness in those lodging-houses 7—I am not aware of any.

2006. Supposing that a fever has prevailed in any of those lodging-houses,
is there any precaution which could be taken by any one authoritatively to pre-
vents its continuing in that state ?—1I am not aware of anything which GDHIE be
done. [ think there should be some system to insure the seeing in what state
those places are, and of compelling their being put into a proper state.

2907. Do you think that if this duty were committed to the same person who
sees to the state of the seavengers’ work, and so on, if an officer were appointed
for that purpose, that would be beneficial =—1I think that the person looking after
the lodging-houses would have enough to do; that the lodging-honses would
be better under the supervision of the police.

2008. You think an inspector for the purpose of seeing to the srate of the courts
and u:IIE].rs, and the eleansing of them, would be very beneficial F—Extremely zo ;
very desirable.

20g0. Do yon not think such an officer, in the present state of towns, is very
desirable *—1 think it iz very desirable, there should be such a person.

3000. Such a person would have the power of reporting to some competent
authority for the purpose of having such evils removed !—Yes, and have the
power of removing them, not merely reporting. X

3001. Do you ﬁﬁnl.-. a board of health, chosen by the poor law guardians or
the rate payers, would be desirable, for the purpose of :lth‘.‘llli']irlg' to the health of
the inhabitants, and making such regulations as would be necessary *—I hardl
know whether a medical board of health would be required ; it would be well
that there should be some power to look into these matters, of course ; whether it
should be done by any existing body, or whether it should be a fresh body, is
another thing. i

3002, Who should make such suggestions, not only of a remedial nature,
but of a preventive nature, looking forward to what they might expeet might
flow from the indirect precautions they would suggest for improvements from
time to time 7—Yes, I think that would be desirable; but I apprehend the com-
missioners of the streets in Birmingham would feel it their duty to look after
these matters if they had the power to do so

1003. Your
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3003. Your town being, from its situation, well kept in point of health, and
well attended to in point of sewerage ?—Pretty well in point of sewerage.

3004. Would it not be desirable to have some officer appointed in other places
which have not the same advantages that you have >—It would be very desirable
indeed, in my opinion.

3005. Is there any other circumstance you would mention 7—There is one
other point I would mention: there iz a habit in Birmingham of keeping
pigs in the courts and in the houses of the poor, which is productive of great
evil. I think the condition of the privies, and the ash-holes and the receptacles
for filth ought to be under some sort of supervision; they are in a very bad state
indeed in some parts of the town. I think in all large towns there should be a
power to compel the people to keep those places in a good state, or to do it for
them, and to prevent their having the pigs living with them in the courts and
alleys and houses,

3000. The duty of the inspector would be to remove, or take measures for the
removal, of nuisances of any kind which might be injurious to health?—Yes ;
the commissioners in Birmingham have the power, I believe, to fine a person if
he does not empty his ash-hole when it becomes a nuisance ; but suppose he does
not do it; he is living in a place perhaps paying 2s. 6d. a week rent; he can-
not afford the expense of doing it; the commissioners of streets should have the
power to do it themselves, at the public cost, or at the cost of the landlord.

3007. Are you aware that in the Metropolitan Police Act there is a clause
enabling the authorities to give notice to any person that those things are in a
bad state, and to order them to do a eertain thing, and if they do notdo it, to do
it themselves and charge them the expense of it 2—Yes, but it is of no use charging
these poor persons with the expense ; it ought to be done at the public cost, or
charged on the landlord. It 1s absolutely necessary, if not paid ll-i_',r the publie,
to make the landlord responsible for such charges.” The overseers of the poor
compound with the landlerd for the poors’-rates, and so it should be with regard
to the cleansing and lighting, and all that. The landlord should be made the
responsible person, let him make what agreement he pleases with his tenant,
otherwise it will not be done, for the tenamts of slu:ll: dwellings have not the
means of doing it. Very few of the inhabitants live in cellars in Birmingham ;
the lower classes of persons live in small houses in courts principally. Much is
said against living in cellars, but if they are sufficiently ligqltc{l and well venti-
]ated,% know many which are not unwholesome.

3oo8. Are they well drained *—In Birmingham the nature of the soil and the
declivity occasions the houses being generally well drained. 1 know many cases
where servants and others live in cellars, and where there is no disease from this
CENSE.

3009. Those are cases in which there are areas on each side *—Generally, and
where the windows are large.

jo10. With reference to the district between Birmingham and Wolverhampton,
comm risiug Bilston, Wednesbury, and a very populous distriet, what is the state
of the habitations of the poorer classes in the more crowded parts 7—1 do not
think I have a sufficient knowledge of the habitations of the poorer classes in
those distriets to be able to give much information about them. [ think in some
of them it is evident that the habitations are of a very miserable kind, and that
there is no drainage; but there would be great difficulty in adopting any general
11_1311 flhﬂl-'ﬂ, for the houses are not built in streets, but a few together in many
situations,

3011. There are Wednesbury, Bilston, Walsall, and other towns —Yes, some
of them are very large, as Walsall and Bilston, The observations made as to
large towns generally would apply to them.

go12. They are deficient in drainage *—I believe them to be so. I have seen
ll.ulz ahm!cs of the poor in Liverpool and Manchester and London, and 1 con-
ceive, with reference to Birmingham, the poor in Birmingham, as to habitations,
are much better off.

3013. Have you a good supply of water in Birmingham >—VYes; it is hard in
the upper part of the town.

3014. You consider a good supply of water essential to the health of the in-
habitants 7—Certainly.

3015, Mr. Mackirnon.] You coneeive that being on a sandy soil is favourable
to health?—Yes ; and the nature of the occupations of the poor at Birmingham,
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generally speaking, I do not consider to be unhealthy. They are not much
crowded in low ill-ventilated rooms, they work for the most part in the neigh-
bourhood of large fires, and have their windows and doors open very much.

3016, Chairman.| There are a great number of day schools and dame schools,
and so on, in Birmingham 7—All sorts of schools.

3017. Have th{.-;,* zenerally play-grounds for the children *—In some they
have, 1 know an infant scheol, which I am in the habit of looking into, in the
very middle of the town ; they have a piece of ground, quite enongh ; and I
know another large school where they have a play-ground ; they have generally
a little bit, more or less,

3018. Do not you think that some such provision iz very advantageous to the
health of the inhabitants #¥—Certainly ; there cannot be a doubt about that ; good
air and exercise are essential to health,

3019. Mr. Mackinuen.] Do you think that any injury arises to the health of
the inhabitants from burial-places within the town ?—~In a general way, one
would conceive it must be injurions ; but after all, I cannot help expressing m
doubts whether merely putrid animal matter is injurious to li‘.malt!;. I thin
putrid decomposed vegetable matter is very injurious to health, and oceasions
what we call miasma ; but taking all the facts together, I think it is very doubt-
ful whether much injury arises from putrid animal matter. I cannot help being
struck by some facts, looking at butchers, looking at persoms whe work in
animal matter, men in dissecting-rooms, and so on.

go20. You think that putrefied animal matter is not so injurious as putrefied
vegetuble substance, in a damp situation ?7—I think that being exposed to the
contact or fumes of putrefied animal matter is not so likely to produee disease as
being exposed to trm contact of decomposing vegetable matter, particularly if
aceompanied with moisture.

go21. Mr. Vigors.] Are there many of the lower class of Irish in Birmin
ham ?—A considerable number ; they are chiefly employed by the builders.

s022. Are their habits worse than these of the lower classes of the town gene-
rally, as to cleanliness, and so on ?—The habits of the poorer classes of the Irish
in Birmingham are better than these of the poorer classes of the lrish I have
met with in other places; they are net so reckless, and appear to be better off.

William Henvy Miller, Faq. a Member of the House, Examined.

- q025. Mr. Mackinnon.] YOU are a Member of the House of Commons?—
ann.

3024. Some information is required with regard to the manner in which the
neighbourhood of Edinburgh is irrigated, as far as the health of the inhabitants
of that town is concerned. Will you have the kindness to state to the Com-
mittee your opinion on this subjeet of the manner in which the meadows of
that city are irrigated F—1I shall be happy to state, as far as I know, the circum-
stances connected with the irrigation near Edinburgh. :

s0z5. How long have you been acquainted with the neighbourhood of Edin-
burgh *—TFor 36 years. .

3026. How are the meadows irrigated ?—The meadows on the ecast side of
Edinburgh are irrigated from a stream, which rises partly from springs in several

laces in or near Edinburgh, and which receives the water which farmelrlj
ormed the North Loch, and much of the surface water and sewerage of the city
and neighbourhood. r

3027. Has this stream ever been nsed for other purposes *—It was used early
in the present century as a mill-stream for many years, but the mill was given
up about 20 years ago, as it was thonght to interfere sometimes in summer with
the supply of water for the meadows. 1y

3028, Was there not a ease brought into the courts some years ago on this
question >—There was. About 35 years ago, Mr. Duncan, who had a house
at Restalrig, about two miles from Edinburgh, and very near the stream, flmtlght.
an action against the tenants of the proprietors of the stream, to restrain them
from irrigating their lands, or from forming ponds to collect the sediment of
the stream, which several of them were in the practice of doing. ll‘._ was proved
in evidence, that not only was the village of Restalrig and the neighbourhood
ﬂ-;rl"mtly healthy, but rather remarkable for the longevity of iis inhabitants.

r. Duncan lost his cause, with full expenses. -
gozg. Did
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3029. Did Mr. Duncan after his failure in that action continue to reside
there —He afterwards rebuilt his house, at an expense of 8,0004. or 10,000 (., and
continued to reside there till his death, at a very advanced age.

3030. Has the extent of irrigated meadows to the east of the city been much
increased within your remembrance?—There was a considerable increase about
18 or 20 years ago along the sea-shore, and at the distance of several miles
from the city ; but between Restalrig and the city there has, I think, been no
inerease.

3031, Has there been no increase in any situation within a mile and a half or
two miles of the city #—I think no inerease whatever : [ think [ heard that Lord
Moray’s tenant had levelled an old sand-pit adjoining his meadows, and added
it to them ; but on the otherhand, a piece was taken off’ those meadows, about 20
years ago, for a public road. '

3032. How long has this land been under irrigation —A very considerable

rtion, including all or most of that part nearest to the ecity, has been under
irrigation quite beyond all memory. : B

3033. Has any portion been irrigated for the first time within the last 10 or
15 years F—Within the last 10 years, eertainly there has been no inerease what-
ever of the meadows to the east of the eity ; within the last 15 or 16, I think
there has not been any inerease.  About 12 years ago, there were several fields
added to the meadows, but a part of the old meadow was ploughed up, and has
not been since irrigated.

3034. As you state that the meighbourhood of these meadows is perfectly
healthy, their extent can be of little importance to the public 7—Certainly not ;
but it iras been attempted to connect alleged inerease of disease in Edinburgh
with pretended recent inerease of irrigation. ;

3035. Does any considerable proportion of this irrigated ground belong to
you ?—A very considerable proportion ; all those meadows between the village
of Restalrig and the sea. '

3030. To what extent may that be 7—To the best of my knowledge, the whole
of the irrigated meadows to the east of the city are considerably under 200
Seotch acres; they may a little exceed 200 imperial acres; and of that quantity

haps 40 or 50 acres may belong to different proprietors within two miles of
the city, and the remaining portion, all of which is about two miles from the
city, or from that to three miles, belongs to myself. 1 should think perhaps 130
Scotch acres belong to myself; mine is all a considerable distance from the city.

3037. Do you believe the meadows to the west of Edinburgh to be of equal
extent with those on the east side?—They are of nothing like equal extent.
I have very little acquaintance with them, but I believe there are only about
&0 acres.

3038. Have you any residence on this property, and iz it near the irrigated
lands, or the stream from which they are irrigated ?—I1 have a residence within
50 yards of the main streamn from which the lands are irrigated, and within the
same distance of a portion of the irrigated meadow, ,

3039. Have you resided there a considerable period ?—For the last 16 years;
it was formerly let on lease; I have repeatedly resided there for three or four
months at a time. [ have resided there at one period for 14 months, without
having been absent for a single night.

3040. Have you found much inconvenience from the alleged nuisance arising
from this mode of irrigation ?--Not the slightest ; my family and servants have
found it perfectly healthy at all times.

3041. If you had thought it at all unhealthy, of course you would not have re-
gided there with ?'uur family *—Certainly not for a single day ; 17 years ago,
before repairing the house to make it fit for an cecasional residence, I remember
asking the late Dr. Hamilton, senior, an eminent physician in Edinburgh,
and well known by his writings, and with whom I was well acquainted, whﬂll}ml'
it was not possible, notwithstanding the general healthiness of the neighbour-
hood, that it might be unadvisable to live so very close to this stream, nearer in
fact than almost any other house; he said that it was quite impossible that there
should be the slightest injury to health from this cause,

3042. Though you have experienced no injury to health, have you not some-
times felt an unpleasant smell from the stream ?—Yes ; but this has been chicfly
in consequence of the very improper admission of gas water into the stream ;
there is very little smell of any other kind ; and even notwithstanding the fre-
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quent admission of gas water, I have sometimes resided there for a month toge-
ther, without ever feeling any smell whatever 10 yards from the bank; at other
times the smell of gas has certainly been very disagreeable. The gas water
was, | believe, put in only on some days of the week, and generally at an early
hour ; it muston those occasions have been very offensive close to the city, where
it first mixes with the drainage of the valley above.

3043. You attribute the smell to the gas water?—I do, and I believe it was
the infusion of it into the burn which was the chief cause of complaint.

3044. Could not the gas company have been prevented from putting their
refuse into the stream ?—I have no doubt they could ; they have lately applied
for a new Act; the proprictors of the stream determined to interfere, but they
were saved all trouble in the matter, for the Committee on the Bill unanimously
inserted a clause to stop the practice of putting gas refuse into this stream, but at
the same time giving the privilege of putting it in for six months, until the
company can make new arrangements for otherwise disposing of it.

3045. When and in what way did you first, at any time after Mr. Dunecan’s
process, 36 years ago, find the salubrity of the meadows and their neighbourhood
called in question '—When the cholera was in this country, in 1832, anonymous
letters were inserted in some Edinburgh newspapers, representing the meadows
as a source of contagion.

3040. Were there any cases of cholera in the village of Restalrig and its
neighbourhood F—I believe not one; 1 think I was told that one case was
reported, but it was said afterwards to be a mistake.

3047. Are the Committee to understand the last time the commissioners
applied for a Police Bill no attempt was made to interfere with the irvigation *—
The last time the commissioners uPplim[ for a Police Bill no attempt whatever
was made to interfere with the irrigation ; in 1832, and again in 1834, they did
attempt to interfere with the irrigation, indirectly, by a drain clause in the
Police Bills, and a proviso was inserted in the drain clause, which defeated their
object, by the Committees on the Bills; but when they last applied for a Police
Bﬂl they voluntarily inserted that proviso, and did not at all attempt to interfere
with the irrigation, nor to obtain any power which could by possibility enable
them to interfere with it.

3048. When and how did any further revival of this agitation take place?—
I think in the spring of last year. In the first place, again by anonymous letters,
attributing the alleged increase of fever to the meadows; then by several meet-
ings, and |_1-"|.r a Imml]h}ct published by the police commissioners, and cuntaining
statements, from the accuracy of which thronghout I entirely dissent.

3049. Do you belicve that fever has prevailed more in Edinburgh than in other
places ?—Certainly not more than in many other places; never to anything like
the extent it has in Glasgow, where there are no irrigated meadows.

3050. Are there barracks at Piershill, near Restalrig, and not far from the
course of this stream *—

There are.

3051. Have you any reason to suppose those barracks are less healthy than
other barracks ?—It has been so stated by some of the agitators | have mentioned,
but I utterly dishelieve them. I have made no investigation on this head myself,
but I am informed by a gentleman who has, that the barracks at Piershill are
more healthy than any in Scotland, these in Edinburgh Castle exeepted, and
that the average cases of sickness and mortality in the cavalry barracks at Glas-
gow and Hamilton are 25 per cent. more than at Piershill.

3052. Has there been an extension of the irrigation near the barracks sinece
you first knew the neighbourhood *—"There is no more irrigation in the im-
mediate neighbourhood of the barracks than when I first knew the neighbour-
hood, or than I believe had existed there long before the barracks were erected ;
but the ground where the stream passes nearest to the barracks is a market
garden, which belonged to Mr. Duncan, and afterwards to the late Sir Henry
Duncan. Part of this I remember meadow, and there also had been, I believe,
formerly a pond for colleeting the sediment of the water. Now the enly use made
of the water in this garden is for irrigating strawberry-beds,

3053. Have these ponds for collecting the sediment of the stream inecreased or
diminished within your remembrance —I think they have diminished. I had
an acre of them. They were unsightly and of little value, and I filled them all

up
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up and canverted them into a meadow, 20 years ago. Such ponds may, however,
be more valuable nearer to the city. J

3054. Is there any clause in the Edinburgh Police Acts to prevent any one
questioning the uses of the stream ?—Certainly there is no such clause. The
uses of the stream are sufficiently protected, as already p:ru'.reda by their innocence,
and by the unquestionable right of property in the stream ; either of ti1_f_-se_wmlld
be sufficient. The only protecting clause or proviso in the Police Bill is that
to restrain the attempt to divert any portion of the water from its natural course,
under the pretence of making drains. ; ;

3055. Has the irrigation been introduced near houses which q:*::lgted pre-
viously —Not that I know of ; certainly not on the east side of Edinburgh ;
but various respectable houses have been built close to the irrigated lands of late
years.

Martis, 26° dic Maii, 1840,
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Mr. William Sowten, called in ; and Examined

3050, Chairman.] WHERE do you reside 7—In the Westminster Road.

3057. Are you the proprictor of the baths there?—I am.

3058. The Committee has been informed that there have been lately
established some baths, or rather an extensive plan for the accommodation of the
different descriptions of persons, the richer and the humbler classes?—There
have.

3059. How long have they been established 2—This is the fifth season.

gofio. Can you tell the Committee what is the price and the accommodation
referable to the middling and the humbler classes *—The price for the middling
classes iz 1 5. for each bath, and for the humbler classes 3 o,

g061. What is the size of the bath for the middling classes? —One hundred
and sixty feet long by 80 feet wide.

go062. How. is that replenished *—It is eonstantly going through the operation
of replenishing ; we throw in 25,000 gallons of spring water every hour.

3063. And it flows out, does it ?—Yes, into the two shores,

a064. What is the size of the other bath, the one for the humbler elasses F—
The mechanics’ bath is 200 feet long by 50 feet wide in the water; the building
is 70 feet wide.

3065, Is that also continually replenished in the same way 7—No, that is
done in this way : we pass off the water from the best baths through a filtering
bed again into the mechanics’ baths ; that is, a portion of it.

3oub6. What heat iz it kept at 7—The bath for the middling classes is kept at
80, the subscription bath at 84, and the mechanies’ at 70.

goby. Mr. Igtgﬁam.] What is the subscription bath ?—The subscription bath
is a building in the centre, where the water 1s about 44 fect in length by twenty
wide, with commodious dressing-rooms, and the water kept at 84.

30068. What is the price :—One shilling and sixpence for the single bath.

3000, Chairman.] With reference to the two other classes of baths, the one at
1s and the one at 3 4., can you inform the Committee what are the respective
numbers of persons that have visited those baths within any given period /—No,
because it entirely depends upon the weather.

jo7o. Can you tell the Committee how many persons have visited them in

AAd a twelvemonth 17—
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Mr. W. Sowten. @ twelvemonth >—We only keep them open for six months during the year, that

26 May 1840,

15, from the month of April to tiie month of Oetober.

3071. Can you tell the Committee how many persons have visited the baths
during those six months npon an average 7—I should say the average of the
season would he about 180,000 mechanics, and about 20,000 of the middling
classes,

g072. In six months ?—Yes.

3073. Including children and adults >=We do not let them in if they are
children; that is, we do not let them in till they are from 10 to 12 years age,

3074. Are there any separate baths caleulated for the reception of women *—
No, there are not.

3075. Have you kept any account of the number of persons that have visited
the baths for the last five years —Yes.

3076. Have you I’num? that the numbers have gradually increased during
that time >~—No ; they have gradually decreased.

3077. To what do you attribute that decrease 7—To the exeessive coldness of
the last three summers,

3078. Then you refer it to the circumstance of the coldness of the weather,
and not to any unwillingness on the part of the reople to avail themselves of the
baths ¥ —Certainly not; because we find that, during the few hot months we
have had, there have been quite as many as ever there were,

j079. Have you had an oppertunity of hearing from medical men whether
the persons who have used the baths have derived benefit from the use of them?
—I am mortified to find that, instead of being nsed as matters of health, they
have merely been used as matters of pleasure in a very great degree.

joBo. They learn to swim, do they not 7—Yes ; an immense number of them
are taught by us.

081. Have you heard any opinions expressed by medical men that they are
beneficial ?—We have had some sent for medical purposes, and they have stated
that they have derived great benefit from them.

3082, Are you aware, from medical opinions or otherwise, that the great body
of the persons using them have derived benefit from them ?—They have in-
variably expressed themselves very much refreshed and highly delighted.

3083. Are you aware whether there are any institutions of a similar nature in
other parts of the metropolis, and to what extent *—There is one in Holborn,
with which I am also in some degree connected.

3084. Is that a mechanics’ bath ?—Not at present; but it is their intention to
build one as soon as they can get space enough.

3085. Is there any {:Smr in the nature of a mechanics’ bath ?—Yes, there iz
one in the Shepherdess-fields.

3086. Do you know what number of persons they accommodate ?—They have
two baths, but they are not so large as ours ; I should think the numbers they
would accommodate would be about half what we ean.

3087. Do you know any others ?—None that [ am aware of.

3088, Iave those baths in Shepherdess-ficlds been long established —Longer
than ours have ; they have been established about nine years. '

308qg. Have they gone on improving 7—Tley are just on ];Im:iseI}f the same
footing as the others; they have not improved on account of the weather.

3090. Mr. Tngham.] What are the terms of the baths in Shepherdess-fields
—Ome =hilling, ninepence, and sixpence.

go01. Chairmai.] Then there are none so low as yours *—None so low, and
none =0 high.

3002. From your knowledge of the construction of baths generally, do you
think there would be much ditficulty, where there was a good supply of water, in
establishing baths in large manufacturing towns, where there were many steam-
engines —Not the slightest.

3003. Would there be any difficulty in establishing baths in sueh towns as
Birmingham and Manchester and Leeds ?—No, not the least ; and they would he
better attended there than they are in London, on account of the smaller number
of amuzements which there are there.

3004. Do youthink that any facility wonld be given by the number of steam-
engines in the vicinity i—Most decidedly so.

3095. How is the water in your establishment heated —~We pass it through
fire in pipes. :
: ) 3096, Mr.
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3006, Mr. Ingham.] Is it the farnace of the steam-engine you pass it through ?
_Yp% that and other furnaces as well, h

g007. Have you a steam-engine ?—Yes, for the purpose of raising the water.

3008. Chairman.] The expense of heating any given number of cubie feet of
water would be proportioned, in some measure, to the cost of the fuel, would it
not 7—Yes, and the application of the heat. 3 i

3000. Therefore the cost of heating baths of this nature would be less in a dis-
trict where the cost of fuel was less !—0Of course ; in fact if it were in the neigh-
bourhood of Manchester or Liverpool, there would be no necessity for heating
the water at all. >

s100. Mr. fngham.] How would they get their supply ?—There would be
quite sufficient water for the supply from the condensation of the engines, passing
it through filtering beds prior to its getting into the bath.

3101. Chairman.] At all events, then, in all the great manufacturing towns
which are sitnated within coal districts, and where coals are cheap in those
districts where such accommodation is most wanted, the heating of the water
would be the cheapest 7—Certainly. -

3102. Mr. fagham.) Can you tell the Committee what is the greatest number
of persons that ever attended at your baths in any one day ¢—There were 2,500
in the mechanies” bath, and 1,000 in the other two.

3103. At what hours do you find they most frequently attend ?—In the work-
ing days after six o'clock in the evening, and on Sundays in the morning and
afternoon.

3104. What deseription of persons are they that frequent the mechanics’ bath?
—They are of an exceedingly bad description; not at all the deseription of
persons that T reckoned upon when T fitted up the place.

3105. Are there any large manufacturing establishments near to your premises?
—None at all, except Messrs. Maudesleys'.

3106. Do the men from Messrs, Maudesleys' works attend ?--Yes, a great
number of them do, and also from Mr. Clowes’.

3107. That is a printing establishment, is it not7—Yes.

g108. Had you more men that attended the mechanics’ bath in the succeeding
vears than you had the first 7—The first year we had not the mechanies’ bath
oper.

Pgmg. Then you have only had it open ene season before the unfavourable
summers set in ! —Exactly so.

3110. But it is your intention at the baths in Holborn, as soon as you can get
a sufficient space for the establishing of a mechanies” bath, to establish one there
also, is it mot F—Yes,

3111, Chairman.] Should you think, from vour experience of the mechanics’
bath, that it is a preferable employment for your capital to the superior baths
—1I think it is preferable.

3112, Then the advice you would give to any person in the establishing of

blic baths, would be to have large aceommodation for those persons who are
of the class of mechanics7—No doubt of it.

3113. And comparing what takes place at your establishment with what
has taken place at Shepherdess-fields, do you think it preferable to charge only
threepence, instead of retaining the charge of sixpence *—I have had some
doubts upon the subject, as to wﬁellmr the same guantity of money would not be
obtained if the charge of sixpence were made instead of threepence, and there
would be much less vagabondism and noise,

%{l 14. You have not examined the accounts of those baths at all, have you ?
—No.

3115. Is there anything that has ocenrred to you upon the subject of baths
that you wish to mention to the Committee ; anything as to the method of in-

creasing the use of baths >—No; unless we could find some mode of insuring
warm weather,

George Alfred Walker, Ezq. called in; and Examined.

3110. Chairman.] You are a medical man residing in the neighbourhood of
Drury-lane, are you not 7—I am.

3117. That is a district surrounded by a populous neighbourhood, with a con-
BB siderable
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siderable number of courts opening into it in different directions, is it not?—
Yes; but I consider it a good neighbourhood upon the whole.

3118, Are there not some courts in which there is no exit through them F—
Yes; there is a cul-de-sac, named Wellington Court formerly, and which is now
called Nag's-head Court. .

3110. Is that inhabited by a considerable number of persons of the poorer
class ?—It is inhabited principally by Irish. Thesewerage is in a very bad state ;
in fact, there is no sewerage there; there is a contrivance which is a sort of
cabinet d’aisance, in which the exerementitions matter has frequently been ankle
deep on the floor. [ visited the place only yesterday.

jrzo. Mr. Cowper.] Do you mean the floor of the house 7—You pass through
i passage, you enter the passage door, and in the corner is this place, and a most
filthy and disgusting one it is.

3121. Chairman.] s there any system of cleansing or scavengering there : —
There used to be a contrivanee that would be something like an ordinary place ;
there are two holes, and when they are filled with the excrementitious matter
it may, perhaps, pass through into a reservoir, or else run over the seat, which-
ever may chance to happen.

3122. Is there any system of scavengering and cleansing by proper authority ?
—No; it is most gmssf}' neglected.

3123. Does the health of the inhabitants suffer in consequence of the want of
draining and eleansing, and the neglect of sanitary regulations, in that district ?
—Most unquestionably ; and it iz casily provable.

3124. Does fever prevail in that distriet to any extent ?—Yes; T do not speak
of the immediate district, but right and left about it. I have had two most terrible
cases of disease in that court la.t,c]_}r_

3125. Are there any other courts in the vicinity, which, though not so much
neglected as that, are somewhat in a similar state 7—Yes; Clement's-lane is
a sample of filth and abomination.

3126, Is that also a cul-de-gac ?—No.

3127. Are the houses close to each other ?—The street is narrow.

3128, Is there any good system of sewerage there :—No; the sewerage is bad.

3120. Is there any system of scavengering or cleansing there ?—It is sadly
neglected.

3130. Is there any officer whose duty it is to inspect this district, and to give
notice to the proper authorities, or to take care that the cleansing is properly
done !—None that I am aware of. There ought to be a power u% enforeing it
somewhere ; and I have long wondered that whilst in this country so much atten-
tion is paid to the protection of the person and property, so little care should be
taken of the health of its inhabitants.

3131. Are you aware that the neglect of some sanitary regulations which
would tend to promote the health of the poorer classes, is a cause of great ex-
pense to the richer classes '—There can be no question about it, and it is also a
souree of great dissatisfaction on the part of the poor with regard to those above
them in anthoerity,

3132. In conzequence of the illness arising from the negleet of such regula-
tions, do vou conceive that a great burthen is frequently cast upon the poor
rates —There is no doubt of it ; and alse upon the hard-working surgeon.
am sure | give away from 100 /. to 200/, every year to sick persons, and | can-
not help it, as I am compelled to bave these cases eome under my notice.

3133 A ereat cost is also ineurred in dispensaries and hospitals, and all other
benevolent institutions, that have for their object the relief of the poorer classes
when out of health, is there not —Preeisely s0; and I was about to say, [ take
this view of the question, that althongh these places are good establishments, yet
a great deal of disease is cansed by the neglect of sanitary regulations, and this
neglect is a source of expense that might otherwise be saved. There is one
point [ wish to advert to particularly, with respect to Drury-lane ; from Queen-
street (I know nothing of the ground plan there), but I think from Queen-strect
opposite Long Acre, we have no sewerage ; the consequence is, that the excre-
mentitious matters are pumped up, and they pass of course on the surface of the
gutter ; now while these gases are quieseent, little harm is d.::lllll'; but thé instaut
they are mixed with the air, it is breathed hﬁ the inhabitants, and becomes
noxious, and of course highly injurious to health. ! : )

3134. Now with regard to the cvils arising from burial-places in the mlﬂstﬁﬂf
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the dense population of London or other large towns, kave you made any parti-
cular observations upon that?—Yes, I have paid rather particular attention to
that.

3135. Will you give the Committee the result of your observations #—I think
it is very easily provable, that bodies have been placed, by some _systemn of
management, which at present I cannot understand, in spaces utterly inadequare
to contain them. ]

3136, Do you apprehend that the health of the inhabitants in vicinities close
to burying-grounds has frequently been injured : —I do. ]

313=, ﬁy the effluvia arising from the decomposition of bodies in these bury-
ing-places—I think so, and no conservative power of constitution can resist it.

3138. Can you state any particular cemeteries or burying-places near the
locality that youn are best acquainted with, from which such evils arise f—1 know
very many, in every one of which that evil exists,

3139. Will you mention a few ?—There is Enon chapel, in Clement's-lane,
Strand, that is a Particular Baptist meeting-house.

3140. Is that in a populous district *—Yes, surrounded with numerous
inhabitants.

3141. Will you mention another —There is the burying-ground of Portugal-
street, Lineoln's Inn Fields.

3142. Any other >*—There is one in Russell-conrt, Drury-lane, which is exees-
sively full ; and there is another in St. Martin’s-in-the-fields, in Drury-lane.

3143. Where is that situated ?—That iz to the left, on the eastern side, that is,
a little way beyond this court I have been deseribing.

3144. Are there any other '—Yes; in St. Giles’s, and in many other parishes,
they are in the same condition; I have examined and described more than
forty of them in a work entitled “ Gatherings from Grave-yards.”

3145. Mr. Cowper.] Have you any Ilm:mf of the injurious effects of these
church-yards 7—Yes, abundance of proof.

3146. Of what character 1—Of death arising instantaneously, and deterioration
and depreciation of health.

3147. Chairman.] This is not your own individual opinion, but the coneurrent

f]l:i“im of most medical men, 12 it not 7—No; it is not an universal opinion,
ere are some of a different opinion.

3148. But although there may be difference of opinion as to the evil to health
arising from these exhalations, there can be no question as to their being disa-
greeable and unpleasant to the inhabitants of that vicinity 7—Yes ; and more than
that,—they are decidedly injurious to healih,

3149. Then although persons may differ about the one, they cannot differ
about its being exeessively unpleasant and noxious to the inhabitants to have
smells of that kind arising 2—No ; but life may be destroyed without any smell
being perceptible.

3150. Is there any other point upon which you can give evidence referable
to sanitary regulations beneficial to the humbler elasses in large towns 7—I have
spoken of the sewerage being very deficient in my neighbourhood ; another point
is the deterioration of the water. There is a police station-house in Pickett-
place in the Strand, and I was called upon some time ago to attend a family
who were just arrived from the country ; i had some reason to suspect that there
was some generally acting cause, for of upwards of 40 individuals living in this
station-house, scarcely one of them could be pronounced to be in guu:? health.
I instituted some inquiries ; made an examination, and found that the pipe con-
veying the excrementitious matters from the two upper floors ran parallel with
and within a few inches of the pipe bringing up the water that supplied the
whole of the building. This water was of course drank, and employed for
washing and cooking. 1 requested a little water to be drawn for me when
pumped up; the smell was exceedingly offensive; dissolved excrementitions
matters were easily distinguighable.

3151. There was a detevioration of the water from this filthy stuft then’—
Yes; it was dropping, in fact, into the cistern; | went and examined it, and
found the pipe was about four inches and a half in the bore, and in a most
wretched state,

0.47. BE2 : 3152, Then
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3152, Then do you attribute the illness to this canse:—I do; but I should
say that has since been amended ; 1 was there two or three days ago.

3153. ls there any other point you can direct the attention of the Committee
to, connected with this inguiry #—I think the proximity of the cabinets d’aisance
to the water-butt is a great cause of disease, because these gases pass off, and
then they become absorbed to a certain extent.  And I would also beg to state
in general terms that the mortality in Clement’s-lane has been very great.

3154. Can you state what it is in rveference to the population?—Yes, at a
rough guess I think there are 70 houses, and giving 10 persons to each house,
that would be 700 persons, and the mortality has been four per cent, from fever
of various grades.  There were 41 deaths within 18 months.

3155. That is one in 25, is it not r—Yes ; the mortality in this partieular lane
equals that of the worst district in London, the Whitechapel, and that is cal-
culated from all the caunses of death put together.

3150, Independently of the deaths caused by fever, were there not alse in
that district many cases of persons whose health was injured, and whose forces
and powers for industrious purposes were very much lessened, in COnsequence
of the fever :—Most unquestionably ; and 1 have no doubt that a vast portion of
the poverty and destitution that exists arises from the combined operation of
many causes of disease, that under a good system of medical police would not
be permitted to exist,

3157. Does the practice of drinking ardent spirits prevail much in those low
distriets *—It does; and that is one point I would wish to tonch upon: many
persons take stimuli from varions causes, and one vastly exciting canse is the
condition of the air they breathe.

3158. Do you not coneeive that in the neglected localities you have spoken
to, in which dirt and diseaze prevail so much, that these poover classes frequently
fly to spirits as a temporary resource and reluge asit were from the evils around
them ?—Yes, constantly. They are smitten by an invisible agent, the bad air
they breathe ; there is no question that that is one vast cause.

3159. Then these neglected points to which the Committee have adverted, is
in one respeet the cause of their spirit drinking, and then the spirit drinking
becomes in its turn a eause of disease and neglect *— Unguestionably.

3160, Mr. Cowper.] Do you mean that the infected atmosphere has a depress-
ing effect upon the people subjected to its influence*—Yes; it involves the
necessity of taking zomething as a stimulant.

3161, Chairman.] These negleeted districts have among them a great number
of children, have they not :—A very great number.

3162. Are there any schools there ?—There ave.

3163. For the younger children #—Yes.

3164. Are there any play-grounds appendant to those schools —Not one of
them has a play-ground ; that is a sad picce of information I am serry to
give,

3165, Is it not almost absolutely necessary to the developement of their
strength and the spirit and energies of youth, that they should have some place of
exercise P—There is no question about it. I have seen in my neighbourhood
18 children in a room, perhaps not more than 12 feet square, and that too over
a receptacle for old bones.

2166, Was the air elose and noxions *—Of eoursze it was.

3167. And injurious to the health of the children ? Unquestionably ; Enon
chapel has been employed as a school-room, and the children have met there
over the bodies of the dead, which have been piled up to the ceiling of the
cellar beneath ; the ventilation is bad, and the rafters supporting the boards of
the floor en which these children stand were not covered with the usual defence,
lath and plaster.

&
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Henry Mawnsell, s.p. called in; and Examined.

3168, Chairman.] YOU are a Physician, resident in Dublin ?—I am.

3160. You have been long resident in Dublin ?—Yes; I have been all my
life, except four or five years while I was abroad or in the country.

3170. You are now resident in Dublin #—1I am.

3171. Have you turned your attention to sanitary regulations affecting the
state of the great body of the humbler classes in Dublin ?—I have, a good
deal.

3172. Have the goodness to state what is the condition of the working
¢lasses in Dublin, with regard to the construction of their dwellings ; are there
in the parts of Dublin inhabited by the humbler classes a considerable number
of them living in close courts ; courts from which there is no exit *—There are
a considerable number ; but, perhaps, not so0 considerable as in some other
large towns in England and Scotland.

3173. Those courts are chiefly of an old construction 7—Yes; almost alto-

ether.
= 3174. Are those courts built in such a way that the houses are near each
other, and there is no possibility for a thoroughfare of air 7—Very many of
them are exceedingly narrow, and the houses very high ; they are four or five
stories high.

3175. The form of those courts is one which prevents that free circulation of
air which is necessary in a great measure for dryness *—It is so.

3176. Are there within those courts any cellar dwellings ?—Very frequently;
in a great majority of cases there are cellar dwellings.

3177. When you speak of cellar dwellings, do you mean below the surface of
the ground, and where the earth comes up to the exterior walls, so as to render
it damp :—That is almost invariably the case.

3178, There are no areas ?—None, in the older part of the town, chiefly
occupied by the poor.

3170. No windows, so as to allow of a thorough draught of air through
them ?—I may almost say never any window in the rear, and no means of light
except by the door.

3180. Are those cellar dwellings so situated in close courts, as you have
described, very unhealthy, from their dampness and closeness, and want of
ventilation :— Exceedingly unhealthy.

3181. Are there below the level of the floors of those dwellings any sewers
to take off the filth *—I would say, that in those parts of the town where the
cellars are inhabited in that way, there are very seldom sewers caleulated to
carry off the filth.

3182, It is impossible to carry off any damp from the floors of those dwel-
lings, in consequenee of the want of sewers *—Just so; very frequently they
are obliged to have pumps for the purpose of removing refuse water,

3183. Is not such a construction very injurious to health, and likely to pro-
duee disorder ?—1I should say it is.
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3184. Are you cognizant of fevers prevailing among the population inhabiting
these cellar dwellings ?—Yes, [ am aware that they do prevail very extensively in
such dwellings.

3185, You stated that there were not o many of these, as there are in some
other towns you are acquainted with ; are the houses in those courts, in addition to
being so close to each other, and having cellar dwellings, in many instances
built back to back :—They are, or with exceedingly small spaces between them
and other houses behind them.

3180, Bo as to prevent a thorough draught of air passing through them
which might in some measure do away with the evil of their being built in
close courts 7—Yes, quite so.

3187, Such a form of construction, both in those close courts, and in cellar
dwellings, back to back, must be highly injurious to the health of the persons
who inhabit the dwellings : —Exceedingly so.

3188, Is there any Building Act in Dublin, laying down any regulations to
prevent such construetion, or any construction which is found to be injurious to
health *—There is not any Building Act applicable to Ireland at all, that T am
aware of ; there are local Acts, but which are not at all effective.

318g. Are there any local Acts which have provisions of that nature >—No,
there are some slight provisions in the local Paving Act; they have power to
purchase and take down buildings for widening passages,

3190. Those provisions are not for prevention —No, only for improving,
ani tlw}' are quiu: inupt:mtirn : tiu:}r have no funds. There is another board,
called the Wide Street Commissioners, who tax the inhabitants - thf‘:}f have done
a great deal of good in Dublin by removing buildings in inconvenient sites.

3101. They have no power to make regulations to prevent such constructions
as may turn out to be injurious *—I am not aware of any.

3192, With respect to the system of sewerage in that part of Dublin which is
inhabited by the poorer classes, what is the state of the sewerage?—It is
exceedingly imperfect ; I have brought with me a map containing a scale of the
sewers. (Producing the same.)

3103. Referring to the map before you, which you know to be an accurate
one, can you state whether, in many parts of Dublin in which the poorer classes
reside, the sewerage is imperfect !—It is very imperfect ; there appear to be a
great many lines marking sewers, but they are very imperfect, and very imper-
feet in their connexion with each other.

3104. Are there many close courts and narrow streets, inhabited by the
humbler elasses, in which there are nome, or very imperfect under-ground
sewers #—There are ; the majority T should say.

3105. In many of those places there is nothing but a surface drain ?—Yes;
or a drain very little below the surface, so as not to give the means of drawing
off the wet from the cellars.

3196, In those districts in which there is nothing but a surface drain, is it
constantly attended to and inspected, or i it frequently neglected :—It is fre-
quently much neglected ; probably, under the Police Aet, it is better attended
to; we have now a metropolitan police.

3107. Have you visited districts inhabited by those poorer classes, in which
you have perceived evils arising from the want of a system of inspection :—
I hiave been in the habit of visiting them ; and since 1 was aware I was to be
examined here, I have visited a great part of the poorer part of the city, and
examined into it.

3198, What is your opinion, after that supervision, of the poorer parts of
the city ; is it that it is neglected and wants further provisions, or that it is
pretty “;:1‘}1 attended to ?—It decidedly wants new provisions; it is exceedingly
neglected. :

%lg_q. From your medical knowledge, and your knowledge of the localities,
can you state that great evils to the héalth of the poor arise from those circum-
stances :—1 can.

3200. Do you give a decided opinion upon that subject *—Yes; and if the
Committee will permit me to state the grounds on which I arrive at that con-
clusion, I will do =o.

3201, In your inspection, and looking into the localities inhabited by the
lower classes of persons, what did you observe to be the case with respect to
the conveniences for accommodation and decency to the lower classes; ;:I'G

they
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they attended to or not; are the privies or ash-holes kept in order '—No. A H. Maunsell, u.o.

great many houses have no privies at all ; a great many of them have privies
on the stairs, or in the lobbies, the house being inhabited by a great number
of persons. There is often no yard or place for throwing filth of any kind, and
frequently the whole of it is thrown into the streets, In other instances there
is a privy in the lobby. :

2202, In cases where it is in the lobby, in the way you have spoken of, is it
neglected or periodically cleansed *—1I should say it is never cleansed till it is
impossible to go on without removing part of it, and then only part.

3203. Does great evil result to the inhabitants from the noisome stench and
dirt arising from those causes *—Very great evil indeed.

32n4. With respect to the receptacles for dirt and ashes, and the refuse
arising from houses of this class, are there any regular and proper receptacles
pmvidmilj and are they periodically eleansed and kept in order 7—No, they are
not at all.

3205. Where the refuse is cast into the courts or narrow streets in which
they reside, does it lie there for a considerable time before it is swept and
carried away 7—It does very frequently. I do not think there is any regular
system of removing it in the poorer streets.

3206. Is the consequence a noisome smell and stench to the inhabitants *—
It is very much so.

3207. Is that very injurious to the health of the inhabitants ?—I should say
it is exceedingly injurious.

3208. Will vou state the results of the observations you have made upon
those points +—The only way in which I could get any specific information was
by taking two or three of the public charitics, the fever hospitals and sick poor
institutions. I got the number of patients admitted by them during a month,
and then I ascertained from what streets they came, which streets I inspected.
I visited Cole-alley, containing about 28 inhabited houses, several of which
were let in tenements.  The alley is perfectly straight, and open at both ends ;
it is not very narrow ; it is tolerably well paved, but full of filthy refuse from
the houses. The street itself is of sufficient width. Two or three houses have
fallen in the street, and the spaces which those houses have oceupied are full
of filth ; the straw beds of the inhabitants are thrown into them.

3200. There is no periodical cleansing of those places :—There is none that
is efficient ; there are four or five other spaces throughout the alley, caused by
the falling-in of buildings, which are occupied as dung-yards and receptacles
for the filth of the neighbouring dwellings ; one of those yards is walled in,
and has a gateway, but half the gate has been carried away, so that all who
please have access to the yard; it is filled with cow-dung and feces, and all
sorts of filth ; straw that has served the purpose of bedding, and other filth,
which is left in a semi-fluid state. In several of the houses there are dirt-
holes, used as privies, at the foot of the stairs, there being no passage from the
house backwards ; in others there is a small covered yard behind, into which
the filth of the house is thrown ; very commonly the halls or passages leading
to those receptacles seem to be used as privies for the inhabitants ; the most
abominable stench proceeds from all those aceumulations of filth; there are no
cellars or under-ground stories to the houses, all of which are in a ruinous eon-
dition. Off that street there is a small square closed off, surrounded by build-
ings, having six separate entrances and stairs, the former of which, as well as
the generality of those belonging to the houses in the alley, have no doors.
This yard is called Gill's-square ; it is approached by a covered passage or gate-
way, in which there is a fountain, the only supply of water available for the
inhabitants of the alley, for whose purposes it iz not sufficient. Quarrels
frequently take place about the water; the waste water from the fountain flows
through an open gutter into a sewer in the yard, consequently the covered
passage is kept constantly wet, and littered with animal and vegetable remains
of matters which have been washed at the fountain. At the time of my
inspection a woman was washing fish, the offal of which covered the passage,
and was not likely to be removed. In one corner of the square there was a
dirt-hole, which serves as the common privy for all the inhabitants. On
nguiring at the Cork-street Fever Hospital, which is the hospital for that dis-
triet, I found, that of 1,006 applications for admission during the month of
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January in the present year, 119 were from Cole-alley, and 24 from Gill's-
square ; that was one-seventh of the whole.

3210. s one-seventh much greater than the due proportion of fever appli-
cations from that district, with reference to the population f—Infinitely
greater,

3211. If that be the case, do you attribute the much greater number of
fevers there to the dirt, filth, and neglect you have spoken of -—Yes; I can
attribute it to no other cause.

3212. Are there any other districts which you have examined in the same
way, in which there are a considerable number of fever eases, and which you
attribute to the same causes +—Yes, there are ; with regard to that street there
were 22 cases furnished by one house in a month, and by another 21 ; those
werenot the whole number of sick in that street, but only those who applied to
that one hospital.

3213. Mr. Cowper.] Do you suppose the new lodgers canght the disease of
those who had been in it before 7—I think it is impossible they can avoid
catching it, for it is oceupied by mendieants ; they lodge together 10 or 12 in a
room, and it is impossible that fever should not spread in such places ; the
hospital that I have spoken of, though its application is chiefly to the loeality,
has no restricted district, but there is a dispensary from which the poor are
attended at their own houses, which has a district. In this institution there
were 1,570 patients from the whole district in the month of March; out of
those 95 came from this street.

3214. Iz that more than the proportion of that locality —It is very much
more than its proportion.

3215. Are there any other neglected localities in which the same dirt and
filth and so forth exist, and in which the same kindz of evil prevail ?—Yes, there
are many ; as an example I may mention ancther small street which has cellars,
Rainsford-street ; it is in the same condition, with the addition of cellars.

3216, Are those cellars filthy :¥—They are very filthy; many of them have
been lately closed up in eonsequence of their being flooded ; during the cholera
the parish interfered and absolutely ejected the people and closed up the eellars.

3217. Have any of those cellars been re-opened *—Yes; the people have
again gone into them.

3218, Is there any drainage below the level of those cellars :—There is no
drainage below the level of the cellars; from that street the applications to
the fever hospital during the month of January were 61 in 1,006,

321q. Is that much more than the proportion of the population:—Very
much.

a220, Does that arise from the same causes as apply in the former case F—
Yes. '

3221. Will you proceed to another case 7—In Robert-street, which is a very
short street, not more than six or eight houses, there were nine applications
to the fever hospital; that was precisely in the same condition ; in Thomas-
court there were 19 in the month of January ; all those being much out of
proportion.

3222, Without going into minute particulars, are there many other localities
of a like nature, in which a like neglect prevails, and like effects are produced ?
—Many others.

3223. Is there any one which is peculiar :—There is a small district of four
small streets or alleys, from which there were 23 applications to the fever hos-
pital, which is also out of proportion.

3224. They were neglected in the same way, and the quantity of fever arose
from the same canse '—Yes.

q225. Are there many others of the same kind > —There are a great many
streets of the same kind.

3226, Can vou state the average cost in each case of fever to the commu-
nity #—I cannot at the present moment.

3227. Is there any doubt that the aggregate expense arising from the nume-
rous cases of fever oceurring in Dublin is very considerable —I have no doubt
it iz very considerable.

3228, Are many of those cases of the working classes *=Very many of them.

3220, Can you state the peried of duration of those cases, one with nInul;her‘i

—1I canno
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—1I cannot state that exaetly; but I should think the average is 14 days, at g, Maunseli, s.0.
least. i : J .
3230. During that time the person is unable to work, and his family are de- 29 May 1340.
prived of his services :—Yes.
3231, Therefore, there is not only the expense of his maintenance cast upon
the public, but the loss of his wages to his family during that time *—Yes;
and the result of his family being paupers, and a burthen on the community.

q232. His family become in some way or other chargeable to the commu-
nity *—Yes.

3233. Is not Yever a disorder of that nature that health is often prostrated
for some time after the party returns from the fever hospital 7—Yes; that I
consider perhaps the greatest evil of all. The person is cured guoad the fever,
. but he is dismissed without the means of support, and he becomes a permanent
burthen.

3234. Do you consider that the number of fever cases arising from the state
of filth and dirt, and neglect, you have spoken of; is a great cause of.cost to the
community, and of suffering to the working classes I—Yes.

3235. Have you ever made a calculation of the cost :—No: the means of
making the caleulation do not exist in Ireland.

3&33. You state that the drainage is very defective in many of those loca-
lities *—Yes. :

2237. What are the eauses that prevent the system of drainage being earried
out efficiently *—The Commissioners of Paving are empowered to construct,
alter, change, rebuild, extend or enlarge public and private sewers, drains, and
cesspools ; the private sewers, at the cost of the owners: those powers are given
by the 47th of Geo. 3, c. 109, ss. 55 & 95, and by the 54th Geo. 3, e. 221,
88, 25 & 26 ; but those are defective, in consequence of their having no right
of entry; they cannot go into a house to ascertain whether their sewers are
perfect, and they have not the funds to construet public sewers.

3238. Have they power to oblige the owners to communicate with the sewer
by under-ground drains >—They have ; landlords are required to provide sewers
communicating with the main sewer, under a penalty of 20/, by the 103d
section of the 47th of Geo. 3.

3230. Mr. Cowper.] Is that inoperative >—It is, from their not having the
right of entry; they cannot go into a house to ascertain whether the sewer is
made or not, and they have not funds to oblige the landlord to do it.

3240. Chairman.] Is that provision frequently neglected 7—I believe it is
always neglected ; I think it is scarcely ever enforced.

3241. Mr. Cowper.] Could not they know the fact, whether there is a com-
municating drain, without the right of entry :—Yes: they have the right of
opening the street to ascertain that, but that would be a very expensive way
of ascertaining it.

3242. They have no funds, you say, by which they could enforee the Act:—

ey have not, and they say they have too much to do in.other quarters,

3243, C-’lr:lirmaﬂ.l Have they power to prevent cesspools and receptacles for
filth being sunk below the level of the common sewer *—They have power to
cleanse private sewers, drains, or cesspools, where they are injurious to the
pavement or offensive to the inhabitants; but I do not think there is any
provision to prevent their being sunk too low. .

3244. With respect to that valuable power they have given them of cleansing
private sewers or others, in which there is filth injurious to the publie, is that
enforced or acted on :~No; [ made particular inguiries from the office® of
the paving board, and they assured me that it was not so.

3245. Mr. Cowper.] How do they derive the rates for the purposes of the
Act :—They assess the rates; the charges of constructing sewers are assessed
on<he owners, proprietors, or lessees of houses built or building. They have
no power to construet a sewer in a street proposed to be built, but if it be
building, or the houses be built, they may have sewers.

3240. Do you know whether there are practical impediments to the levying
of that rate -—Yes, the assessment is not to extend to houses inhabited by
persons so poor as to be unable to pay it; the way in which that operates is,
that tllere are many streets in which there are perhaps three or four houses
of persons able to pay, but a considerable number who are unable to pay; it
is hard to assess the houses of those who can pay to make the sewer for the
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whole street ; besides, they are confined to a certain expenditure ; it is con-
fined, I think, to 1817 per perch; they cag only assess any house to that
amount. Then the expense of constructing the main sewer is assessed upon
the street, not upon the district.

3247. Chairmean.] Is the assessment upon the owner of the house, the lessee,
or the occupier /—On the owners, proprietors, or lessees of houses ; it does not
appear that it is upon the oceupier.

3248, Supposing the owner dwells out of the district, receiving a high rent
from the poor oceupiers, have they power to enforce it upon the owner =—They
have the power of assessing the landlords, proprietors, or lessees, and they have
also’the pewer of obliging the landlord to register his landlordship and his own
dwelling ; provided the landlord vaeates his house, and lets it in tenements, then
they can go to him and assess upon him; but that they tell me is also inope-
rative ; they tell me that it cannot be carried into effect.

. 3249 Why is that inoperative *—I am not aware, but I am told it is
inoperative,

3250. Mr., Cowper.] Can you state of what class of persons those paving
commissioners consist #—"They arve three officers of Government, paid by Govern-
ment ; Colonel Morris is a commissioner, and one of the aldermen of the city,
and another gentleman ; they are appointed by the Lord Licutenant.

3251. Mr. Tufuell.] Does their power extend over the whole city —Yes, all
within the cireular road that comprehends all Dublin.

3252. What is the general feeling of the inhabitants as to whether the
powers entrusted to these commissioners are properly exercised *—I do not
think there is any feeling of discontent against them, but I think that arises
from their not considering the matter; the tax is exceedingly high in com-
parison with the rent of the houses.

3253. Chairiman.] The inefficiency of the system appears to arise partly from
want of power, and partly from want of funds?—I think they have power
enough of execution, but they have not power of inspection; they have not
inquisitorial power, and they are deficient in funds, chiefly in consequence of
part of the city being so poor that they cannot levy the rate, and it would be
unjust to levy a rate upon the better part of the town sufficient to perform all
these works.

3254. Can you state what is the rate in the pound *—They are empowered
to assess 4 5, 6d. in the pound on the valuation for minister's money.

az255. What do they levy :—I am not able to state that positively.

3256. Mr. Tufnell.] Have there heen many main sewers made of late ?—Yes;
there is one making just at present in one of the best parts of the town, near
Stephen's-green, communicating with a sewer in Dawson-street. 1 am not
aware of any sewer having been made recently in any of the poorer parts,

3257. On looking at the map, it would appear that on the sonth bank of the
Liffey there is much more drainage than on the north *—Yes, there is ; it is the
older part of the town, the better inhabited, and more wealthy ; at least, the
south-castern part of the town is the most improving at present.

3258, In levying the rates, they can levy them only on the inhabitants of
the street in which the sewer is made, fot on any streets which branch off —
No. The way in which it operates is this: if the inhabitants of a street wish
to have a sewer, they apply to the paving board, some individuals of them;
then the commissioners have power to convene the inhabitants of the street
by puh]ii:: swmmons.  But though they may convene them to meet and consult
about ii, and have the power of enforcing their compliance, they seldom do it,
unlets there is a majority in favour of it. Then it can’ only be rated on the
inhabitants of the individual street, not the branch streets.

3250. Supposing there is a street running at right angles, along which the
sewer does not go, but which may communicate with that main sewer, that is
not assessed 7—No ; merely the houses in the street in which the main sewer
is, and houses which communieate by cross sewers with the main. They com-
plain that they cannot assess the whole district. At the commencement of
this Aet there were 40,000/, granted {rom the Consolidated Fund, half of which
was applied to the construction of sewers, and there would not have been so
many but for that grant.

3260. Can vou state what is the sum annually expended by the ecommis-
sioners 7—No; the accounts are not made publie; they are only furnishetl to
the Government.

3261. The

"
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5261. The burden you state to be considerable —Yes; I occupy a house
*which is valued under the New Poor Law at 65 I, and my paving-rate is about
7 4.; it includes the paving, lighting, and cleansing : the care of the sewers, not
- the making new séwers. . g

a262, Chairman.] That does not include the police rate 7—No.

2263, That is upwards of 10 per cent. *—Yes. '

3264. Mr. Cowper.] Have this Board any efficient power of seavengering the
streets *—Yes, they have full power to seavenge the streets. :

3265. How do they perform that duty /—They perform it very well in the
strects occupied by the better classes, but very ill in the streets occupied by
others.

gofii, Do many of the sewers lead into the Liffey '—No, the tide rises in the
Liffey above the sewers, and many of the houses which had sewers have none
now in consequence of the inconveniences which they suffered from the Liffey
flooding the Tower part of their houses.

3267, When the tide is low, is not there a very great stench from the river?
Yes; it is a very great nuisance ; there is a great deal of mud laid bare by the
falling of the tide.

3268. Is that caused by the sewers emptying into the river?—Less by that
than by the putrefying matter which is deposited there.

3260. Cﬁafrmm.l Those putrefying animal and vegetable matters must be
deposited there *—They are carried up by the tide from the shipping, and
carried down in the course of the river, and have accumulated there.

3270. There is no provision to prevent animal and vegetable matter being
east into the river *—Yes ; that is under the care of the Ballast Board ; they can
punish persons for depositing them there.

3271, Are those regulations duly enforeed ¥—I think they are, but the aceu-
mulation is ceeasioned very much by matters coming down the river.

3272, Mr. Cowper.] Do you think the state of the river at low tides is pre-
judieial to the health of the city #—I think it is very much so. .

3273. Mr. Tufnell.] Do you conceive the evils whiclr arise from the want of
drains affect only the lower classes, or the classes above themr—I think they
affect the lower classes chiefly, but the evil is communicated to the upper classes
also to a4 considerable extent; the fevers which arise with the lower classes
constantly spread, when they become epidemic, to the middling and the upper
classes, but the chief suffering is in the humbler classes certainly.

3274. That is chiefly where a great number of families inhabit one house *—
Yes.

3275. With regard to artizans and those in the higher classes, are infectious
disorders common among them 7—Yes, they suffer considerably also,

3276. Chairman.] With reference to the supply of water, you state that some
portions of the metropolis inhabited by the poorer classes are badly supplied '—
Yes, there is a means of supplying them, though not to a considerable extent ;
those are made operative in the liberty by means of fountains; there is no
supply of water within the houses, nor any means of effecting that; on the
north side of the Liffey there is an insufficient supply of water; it is mot
regular or constant, it is periodical.

3277. Is it sometimes deficient for a day or two *—Yes; sometimes it is not
turned on for a day or two, or a portion of the day.

3278. Is the water of good quality *—No; on the north side especially, it is
derived from a very filthy basin.

3279. Mr. Tufueil.] Are the fountains you refer to perpetually flowing *—

0; some are supplied during a portion of each day; some every other day.
There is a latch to enable persons to draw water, but the water has aceess to
the fountain during certain portions of the day only.

3280. Chairman.] They have aceess to water, but the supply is not constant
or sufficient i—Yes ; especially on the north side. o

3281. Is the deficient supply of water you speak of the cause of the want of
health and cleanliness on the part of the people *—Yes ; the poor have not the
means of keeping a supply, in consequence of - its being accessible in that
casual way ; they have not tanks or vessels, and that operates particularly in-
Jjuriously on the very poorer classes.

3282, With respect to lodging-houses ; are there many lodging-houses for the
poorer classes to which a migratory population come for a few days or a night,
and pay <o much for the night, a number being lodged together in one room ?
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—There are a great many ; we have had a mendicity institution, which is now
nearly broken up, in consequence of the operation of the Poor Law. There were
generally 2,000 or 3,000 individuals on the books of the institution; none of
them were lodged there; they received 14d. a night, and latterly it was reduced
to a halfpenny a night: that was for the purpose of providing themselves with
lodgings ; they got their food in the institution. The result was, that they
lodged in the most wretched places ; a number of them in a single room without
bed-clothes ; they have no means of providing bed-clothes, nor any means of
keeping them if they had.

3283. Have you, in your visitation of the poor in Dublin, had ocecasion to
visit any of those lodging-houses *—I have.

3284. Are those lodging-houses very numerous in the poorer neighlour-
hoods :—They are. ,

3285. Are they inhabited by a migratory population?—Yes; they .are re-
markably migratory.

3280. Are there any regulations with respect to cleansing and ventilation, or
such regulations as would be necessary to preserve the health of the inmates?
—None whatever.

3287. In consequence of the want of such regulations, do fevers frequently
prevail in them *—They do, frequently.

3288, Are the fresh inmates who come in from time to time liable to take
the fevers that have affected the old inmates 7—Yes ; they constantly do.

3280. Do they carry to other localities the fevers they have taken in those
lodging-houses '—Yes; there are a number of remarkable facts showing that
throughout the records of the hospitals.

3200. Have you any doubt whatever that the neglect of proper samitary
regulations, with regard to those houses, is the cause of great cost to the country ?
I am quite certain it is; and thata small expense in carrying sanitary regula-
tions into effect, would save a great deal of money to the country.

3201. Is there any regulation with respect to the cleansing or the white-
washing of those lodging-houses >—There are none ordinarily.

3202. Are there any at the present period :—None now in operation ; there
are extraordinary means.

3203. Does your knowledge of that part of the subject extend to other towns
in Ireland *—Yes, for the extraordinary means [ speak of are not of a local nature.

3204. Do you know whether the lodging-houses in other large towns in
Ireland are neglected in the same way /—Yes; they have means of paying
attention to them, but only of an extraordinary character.

3205. Arising from the cholera, or other visitation ?—Not from the cholera,
that required a special Aet; but under the 58 Geo. 3, c. 47, if any fever or con-
tagious disorder prevails in a district, the magistrates can convene a meeting, and
apply to the Lord Lieutenant, and he can commission 13 persons tp act as a
beard of health for that locality ; then they have extraordinary powers; but a
fever or contagious disorder must exist in the locality to justify those steps;
this Act is applicable, not merely to Dublin, but to the whole of Ireland.

3206, When the fever arises to such a height and intensity as to threaten
the habitations of the richer classes, this Actis put into force :-—Yes.

3207. But in ordinary times, when the fever is not of very great intensity, and
is confined to the dwellings of the humblér classes, there is no such provision
put into force —No, but then there is another provision which may be put into
force ; this Act provides, that * whenever in any city, town, or district, any fever
or contagious distemper shall prevail, or be known to exist, it shall and may be
lawful for any one or more magistrates, upon the requisition of five respectable
householders, to convene a meeting of the magistrates and houscholders of such
city, town, or district, and of the medical practitioners within the same, in order
to examine into the circumstances attending such fever or contagious distemper.™
There iz another Act of 59 Geo. 3, c. 41, which enables the parishes to appoint
officers of health ; that is a permanent power ; those officers have very consi-
derable authority ; they can assess a rate.

3208. Are they appointed (—They are appointed, I think, in Eﬂ_l the pﬂﬁs!‘lﬂs
of Dublin except two; but they are inoperative; they are unpaid, and it is a
very disgusting duty ; they can be made to serve, but there is no control as to
the amount of service they perform ; so that the provision 18 quite inoperative,
unless an alarm exists.

5200. Do you not think the appointment of some such officers, properly
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appointed, properly paid, and having reasonable power, for the purpose of sug-
gesting and enforcing such measures as shall be beneficial, would be highly
valuable }—I am sure it would, and it would save an amazing quantity of
expenditure to the country. bl

3300. Do you not think, that whether appointed by the poor-law guardians or
the rate-payers, the appointment of such an officer would soon pay its expenses
by the saving it would oceasion 7—1I think so, if he was under proper i.:.m;tl'ﬂl.

3301. Do you not think the appointment of a board of health, consisting of
a certain number of persons properly appointed, either by the poor-law guardians
.or the rate-payers, as a board to receive the report of the inspectors, and make
suggestions, and communicate with the proper authorities,for the purpose of
carrying out new regulations, would also be a valuable provision ?—-Yes, 1 am
quite convinced of that.

3302 Such a board would have the power of reporting annually, either to
the Government or some superintending authorities, the state of health within
their district, and, in case of emergency, calling for extraordinary assistance ;
and also state what they had done for the improvement of the public healthi;
do you think that that would be a practical and good method ?—Yes ; in fact
that system does exist at present; it is shadowed out at present, but it is not
operative.

3303. Does any mode suggest itself to you in which it miﬁht be rendered

ative -—Yes ; it could easily be made operative with a little management ;
the 58 Geo. 3, c. 41, sanctions the appointment of a board of health when dis-
ease is known to be in existence : it was extended by the Cholera Act to the
apprehension of disease; that Act has expired; but by a sort of fiction the
say that contagious and epidemic diseases always exist, and there is accord-
ingly a sort of central board of health kept up in Dublin, which costs the publie
something ; but we know nothing of the operation of it ; it publishes no reports; it
is not useful except as it is applied to by the Government ; by a very few altera-
tions in the constitution of that body it might be connected as a central and
general board with local boards, eapable of being put into operation under this
Aect ; it might be made very useful without perhaps any additional burthen to
the r:::-untr{.

3304. Mr. Couper,] What are the alterations which appear to you to be
desirable —I would give the central authority a controlling power over all local
boards so as to make them operative, and cause it to be composed of persons
capable of exerting themselves with authority, and understanding how to exert
themselves.

3305. Chairman.] Would you extend this power to the sugzestion of measures
for the prevention of contagion *—1 would make it preventive and not remedial ;
not oceasional, but permanent; T would alter its powers materially ; I think
the boards under those Acts have powers which are ineffectual from their very
extent.

3306. Mr. Cowper.] Does the Board at present consist entirely of medical
men "—It does not; there are three or four medical men upon it.

3307. Mr. thua.’!.l] Is not the New Poor Law brought into operation in
Dublin ?—It is brought into operation in Dublin within the last month.

- 3308. How many unions are there in Dublin F—Twao.

3309. How many medical men are there *—There is a plysician, a surgeon,
and an apotheeary to each.

3310. They of course, from the nature of their duties, are more in the habit
than any other medical gentlemen of knowing and ascertaining the state of the
poorer classes *—There is no relief given under the Irish poor law, except
in-door relief, =0 that they know nothing of what cecurs but in the ‘poor-house.
There are others, who have been attending local dispensaries, who have more
local knowledge. Besides, those gentlemen have searcely come into office yet.

3311. Would they not be, from the nature of their duties, more in the habit
of ascertaining whether there are any disorders prevailing among the lower
orders than others *—1 believe the gentlemen employed would be very likely to
give a great deal of information, in consequence of their having been connected
with dispensaries, but not as connected with the workhouse.

3312, Where any contagious disorders were prevailing, there would of course
be a greater pressure for relief from the workhouse *—So far as that goes, very
probably.

0.47- cc g 3313, Chairman.]
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3315. Chairman.] Their duties would of course lead them into communica-
tion with the humbler classes 2—No doubt they would.

3314. Is there any other suggestion you have to make with respect to
samitary regulations applicable to the poorer classes of the inhabitants of
Dublin *—They have very considerable powers in the Paving Board o prevent
accumulations of filth, but which are inoperative, in consequence of the want
of some authority with inquisitorial powers.

3315. Mr. Tufnell.] Supposing you eonsider any inspectors necessary to be
appointed, it would be desirable to connect them with the board of health,
would it not *—My opinion is that it might all be done by means of a board of
health; that that should be rendered an inquisitorial body, mediating between
persons creating nuisanees and those who ave to punish them. I do not think
the board of health ought to have the power of punishment, but of determining
whether nuisances do exist, and then communicating with the proper autho-
rities. If they had the power of obliging the Paving Board to do its duty, very
little alteration would be required.

3316, Chairgran.| Are there any nuisances of any kind injurious to health
arising from particular manufactories in the vicinity of Dublin, to which your
attention has been attracted i—Unfortunately we have searcely any manufac-
tories there from which nuisance can arise. There is a zood deal of nuisance
arising from aceumulations of dung and manure, and also from slaughter-
houses. There are 10 markets, or collections of shambles, in Dublin, besides
separate butchers' shops, at almost all of which animals are killed.

3317. Is some improvement requisite with respect to the cleansing of those
markets *—There is. [ think there ought to be public abattoirs, removed from
the town, and that a board of health should have the power to ascertain the
amount of the nuisance, and to devise the means to remove it.

3318, There are many accumulations of filth and dirt in the neighbourhood
of Dublin ; and, among other things, the state of the slaughter-houses, in your
opinion, is injurious to health :—Yes.

3310. With respeet to cemeteries in the midst of populous districts, are there
any in Dublin which you consider injurious to health -—T think they ought to
be all removed ; but there is no very great evil in that respect in Dublin.
There was a burying-ground near the outside of the town, at which no fees
were paid, and which was consequently so much used as to be a nuisance ;
that has been closed up since the cholera oceurred, and there are no burials in
it; there is nothing like what oceurs in London. There are 23 churches with
burial-grounds and vaults, and a few Roman-catholic chapels; but T ecan
mention no fact showing that that is a very crying evil; it is curing itself.
There are three or four burial-grounds established at the outside of the town
by companies, and the Roman-catholie elergy have established two or three.

3320. Are there any baths in Dublin, calculated for the poorer classes, to
which the price of admission is small ?—No, there are no such things. ;

3321, Are you acquainted with the state of Belfast, Limerick, or Cork :—
I think all those towns are pretty much in the same circumstances; some of
them very remarkably so.

2322, From your knowledge as a medical man, it appears to you that they
stand in need of legislative measures P—Yes ; there are very strong facts show-
ing that. Drogheda, I think, was exactly decimated by the cholera, which was a
very extraordinary proportion.

3324. Have you a return of the number of persons affected with fevers in
the district of Belfast or Limerick, orf Cork —No; there are no such returns.
That is one of the things which ought to be remedied. ,

3324. Did you visit, when you were at Limerick, what is called the English
town *—1I did. .

3325. Did you go to that part inhabited by the poorer elasses there *—Yes;
it is seven or eight years since T was in Limerick ; but it struck me as in the
most wiserable state. The Irish part of the town, called Garryowen, was the
most miserable T ever saw. |

3320, Is there any return of the mortality of Dublin generally rF—No ;: we
have no bhills of mortality.,

3327. Would the Population Return show that *—No ; there has not been a
census since 1831 ; the populaton in Dublin, inside the circular road, was, in
1831, 232,262, !
3528, Are
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3328, Are there any other suggestions of a preventive nature relative to the
subject before the Committee that strike you?—I think we want very much
a Building Act, with some provisions for the arrangement and the prevention
of buildings that would be injurious, and also for the construction of sewers;
we want alterations in the mode of doing that, and also in the supply of water.
There is one matter concerning the supply of water in Dublin which is very
defective; it is under two authorities: the Paving Commissioners have the
control over the fountains, and they have the power of opening the streets ;
but the supply of water is under a committee of the eorporation, whp cannot,
without leave of the Paving Board, open the streets to repair the works.

5320. Mr. Tufnell.] What is the difference between the city and the II!IEI"IEJT ?
—They are supplied in the liberty from a different source; they are supplied
by works constructed by the Government ; they are much better supplied with
water than the others: the liberty is not under the jurisdiction of the Lord
Mayor and corporation, but under the jurisdiction of the seneschal.

3330. Do you think that the provisions of the Building Act should be general
and applicable to large towns, in which there are a great number of the dwell-
ings of the poorer classes 7—Yes; I think the provisions should be such as to
make as little interference with private rights as possible ; and it appears to me
essential there should be authorities, such as a board of health, capable of
performing those inquisitorial and mediatorial duties which I have stated to be
requisite.

3331. You state that you think the regulations ought to interfere as little as
possible with private rights; do you think they should be adequate for the pre-
vention of those forms of comstruction of buildings which are shown to be
injurious to health 7—Yes.

3332. So as not to interfere except in cases where it is absolutely necessary ¢
—Just so.

3333. Do you not think it essential to prevent cellar dwellings being eon-
structed which are without areas and without windows :—Certainly.

3334. Do you not think it would be necessary to prevent small houses being
built back to back, so as to prevent their ventilation /—I do.

3335. Do you not think it would be necessary to prevent their being built in
close courts through which the air cannot pass -—VYes.

3336. Do you not think there ought to be some proportion of width of street
as regards the height of houses, so that the space in front should be either the
whole height, or one half or one-third of the height of the house :—Yes, other-
wise no regulation would be operative; a street would be of a sufficient width
for houses not very high, which would ,FP quite insufficient for the higher
class of houses. ’

3337 Do you not think a regulation of the same kind of a space propor-
tioned to the height should be also enforced with respect to the width of the
opening at the back of the house as well as in the front *—Certainly.

3338. Those regulations, and the laying down rules to prevent the construe-
tion of houses without such,rules, would, in your opinion, be highly beneficial
to the poorer classes of the community in point of health?—Yes; aid to all
classes of the communiry.

3359. Do you not think the slight interference which would take place with
regard to the construction of dwellings would upon the whole be highly advan-
tageous to the community *—I do; the only difficulty is laying down general
rules ; amd that is the reason why I think it essential there should be some
mediating body, such as the French Conseil de Salubrité, in some degree to
interpret the law, and to modify it. §

3340. The Committee have had the evidence of builders of great experience,
that houses are now divided into different classes, and that such regulations
might be laid down as might be easily enforced with reference to the lower
rates of houses, in which the poorer classes reside; are you aware whether
there are any divisions as to the rates of houses amongst the builders in
Dublin !—No ; building is almost stopped now; it has not been at all active
for sowe years in the lower houses; the poor now cecupy houses formerly
oceupied by the rich.

3341. If such rules could be established and enforeed in this country, would
there be any difficulty in enforcing the same in Ireland *—I cannot conceive of
any l']i!ﬁﬂ'll]l]r' likely to arise ; T am sure that all thinking persons would see the
necessity of such regulations.
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3342. With regard to some of those close localities, consisting of old houses
built in the forms you have spoken of, much neglected, and in which fevers
prevail, do you contemplate any mode by which they might be opened, so that
the air should pass through them ?—I think it would be a very legitimate way
of expending public money, either by assessment or from the general funds of
the country ; that in the end it would produce a saving.

3343. Do you think that, from the evils arising from the want of some such
improvements, great cost falls upon the community *—I am quite sure of it.

3344. Do you think it would be just to make the community at large pay a
part of the cost?—Yes; I think there are some places where the locality could
not bear the expense.

3345. Suppose, from any public fund, the Government were to offer to pay
one-fourth or one-fifth of the estimated expense for such an improvement, do
you think the locality might bear the rest?—Yes, I think it could: but that
must be again left to some controlling power, lest it should be converted into
a system of jobbing.

3346. Do you think the principle of Government furnishing a certain quota,
and the locality furnishing the rest, might properly apply to such a case *—
Yes, and I think the evil is so general throughout the whole country, that
the expense and the benefit would in the end bé pretty equally divided.

3347. Is there any other mode you can suggest, by which those improve-
ments might be carried out?—I am not aware of any other; it must be done
E’]ﬂmr by loeal assessment or Government assistance, or probably by both com-

ined.

3348. Mr. Tufuell.] Are you aware whether those powers of the Commis-
sioners of Paving extend to any other large towns of Ireland >—Yes ; almost all
the large towns have local Aets; there are powers latterly, under the Act
of the 9th of Geo. 4, ¢. 82, enabling localities and towns to combine for the
purposes of cleansing and lighting and watering their precinets. -

3340. Does that empower them to appoint salaried officers 7—Yes, it gives
them power, in order to carry those objects into effect, to levy a rate.

3350. Do you know whether those powers have been exercised in any other
places *—Yes, I know they have been exercised in a small town near Dublin,
Kingstown ; the Act enables towns not having corporations to combine for the
purposes of cleansing and lighting within their districts.

3351. You ave not perhaps acquainted with any large town in Ireland which
has been rapidly increasing in population —I understand that Limerick is very
rapidly increasing, and very much improving. :

2352, You do not know whether the houses of the poorer classes there are
better constructed than those in other towns?—No, I cannot speak from my
own knowledge; [ have not been there for six or seven years.

3353. Chairman.]. Are there in Dublin many schools for the children of the
poorer classes ¢ Ere are.

3354. Both day and dame schools :—Yes. ' :

3355. Are there appendant to them any play-grounds in which the children
of the poorer classes can take the exercise so necessary for their health *—Nao,
not generally ; [ think there are such grounds in very few instances.

3356. Do you not think some such provision of play-grounds appendant to
the schools of the younger children is almost necessary for their health :—I am
sure it is absolutely necessary.

3357 Do you not think that, independently of their health, for the purpose of
developing their powers of attention, it is a very great advantage tD_ﬂ'lEl‘ll. to
have exercize at the period of relaxation :—Yes, 1 am C'Dn\'inled ofit; I am
sure a great deal of evil is done physically and morally to children by their
long confinement in schools; it is altogether beyond what they are able to
bear.

3358. You think it would be advantageous to their health, and to the
developement of their faculties, to have places for exercise :—Yes.

3350. Mr. Ingham.] In the large school of the Eduu:}tiun Board, is there
not a place for exercise :—There is a large space round it there are several
detached buildings. There is also a space connected with the Kildare-place
School, but I think the children are not alldwed to play there; I think there
is no interval for play.

3360. Chairman.]
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3360. Chairman.] Ave those the only schools you are acquainted with which 5. Mawmseil, w.0.

have large play-grounds 7—I am not aware of any others. ] ]

3361. Mr. Tufhell.] Do you think where a family has inhabited a certain
confined space for several generations, it will produce permanent effects upon
the race itself *—Yes, I think that may be set down as proved to be so.

3302, You think that produces an injurious effect on the posterity of those
living under those circumstances ¥—Yes; it produces scrofula; it produces deterio-
ration in mind and body ; I think that may be considered as proved by various
ohservations on other animals as well as man.

3363. You think the neglected state of the lower alleys and courts has an
effect on the moral habits of the people i—Yes ; I am satisfied of it; I am sure
that a person cannot be in a good moral state who is not in a good physical
state.

3364. Do you think that if greater attention were paid to cleansing those
courts and alleys, that would produce by degrees a good moral effect upon the
population ?—1 should think so.

3505, Chairman.] Do you think that the neglect of cleanliness, and of the decen-
cies of life in those neighbourhoods, has a great effect in degrading the characters
and feelings both of those who are grown up, and of children who are constantly
there 7—It must greatly demoralize them.

33606. Supposing those children to attend schools during certain hours of
the day, do you not think that the benefit they will receive from any instruction
or good example there will be neutralized very much by the bad example and
the evil they will see in those filthy spots when they return in the evening r—I
do think so.

3307. Is it the custom of the poorer classes to inhabit cellars?*—It is, very
much. There are some rows of houses which have been commenced, the
vaults of which were built in the first instance, but which were never finished:
those vaults are squatted in by the poor, who do not pay rent for them.

3368. Are those cellar dwellings, where the houses are not finished, pecu-
liarly liable to disorders :—1I think not so much as the others, for there is a
better access of air to them; they are open in front. The people themselves
generally make a window where there was none originally intended, and they
very commonly build a fire-place, and make an opening to give the smoke an
exit. I have inquired from the officers of dispensaries as to those, and I find
they have less objection to go into those than they have into the cellar of a
house which is oceupied above. :

3309. Chairman.| In those neglected localities where the filth and dirt is so
great, does dram-drinking prevail extensively >—Yes, dram-drinking prevails
very extensively. It is now checked very considerably by the temperance
movement ; but it prevails generally throughout the lower classes.

3370. Do you think the neglect of decency and cleanliness has a tendency
to L{Lmducc that recklessness of character which leads to dram-drinking *—Yes,
I think it is a great cause of it; in Ireland they have no comfort at home.

3371. Mr. Mackinnon.] Has not the damp of the climate a great tendency
to it also #—No; I think it is the misery of the people.

3372. Chairman.] Do you think an attention to their comfort would have a
tendency to improve their moral character *—1I have no doubt of it, and that it
would permanently decrease dram-drinking; it would lead to a desire for better
clothes and more comforts, and they would be reclaimed from their habits of
thoughtlessness.

3373. Mr. Mackinuon.] You say dram-drinking is the consequence, in many
instances, of the misery of the people -—Yes.

3374. They fly to that as a resource }—Yes, in many instances.

3375. Chairman.] Will you favour the Committee with your views as to the
constitution of the Board of Health —I think the system should consist of a
central and local buards, the latter being subject to the control of the former.
All should be permanent, not oceasional nor contingent, as they are at present
in Ireland; their objects should be preventive, not remedial. With rezard to
the constitutivn of the board, the central board, I think, should consist both of
persons of the medieal profession and others, and a portion of them, I think,
should eertainly be paid. On the board, I think, there should be one member
aﬂ_scrua.'tomu:l to chemical investigations ; there should be a person acquainted
with mechanics and physics, a sort of engineer, and there should be perhaps
two medical men, one of whom should he selected as o practitioner, and one
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as a scientific physiologist and anatomist. I think those four would prohably
constitute a sufficient paid portion of the board, and there might he unpaid
members, equal perhaps in number or perhaps greater, as it might be thought
right, congisting in some degree of official persons: the chief police anthority
for example, (in the French system, the prefect of the police is the chief of
the board,) the chief poor law commissioner, the chief commissioner of public
works, the chief authority of the military medical department ; those might be
unpaid, as they are paid at present for other services ; there might be added to
them a certain number of non-official persons, citizens or persons not engaged
in any public office. .

3376. Would you contemplate those being chosen by the rate-pavers :—I
should say the central board ought to be appointed by the Government. T think
there should be attached to the board a secretary, who should be a medieal
person, employed in the duties of the board, and not allowed to practise as a
medieal man. A difficulty arises as to the mode of paying these ; but it is not
insurmountable ; there is at present a board which is paid something, [ think
there should be a fee for each attendance at “the board perhaps once a week.
1 think the board would be required in the course of its operation to send
commissions for the purpose of inspecting localities where musances were sup-
posed to exist.  They should be paid for these in the shape of fees, in the nature
of costs.  Buppose a manufactory was said to injure the water of a river, the per-
son holding that manufactory, or the person prosecuting, whichever proved to
be wrong, should be made liable to costs, of course regulated. One source from
whenee to obtain the necessary funds would thus be opened. With regard to
the local boards, I think they might be established by the inhabitants of a dis-
triet, and elected as the poor law guardians are ; but that they also should have
a paid secretary, who should be a medical man.

3377, Mr. Mackinnon.| Is it necessary to have machinery so expensive as
that of the general board 7—The objeet is a general one, and neapable of bein
pursued with any benefit, unless it is pursued on a general system. WitE
regard to the funds, they might be got without any burthen, and rather with a
saving. There are some funds provided for the present central board ; the fees
of commissions would furnish a fund, without drawing upon the public purse.
For the local hoards at present an assessment is permitted, which assessment,
when any terror invades the inhabitants, becomes a very serious thing. In
Dublin, on the oceasion of the cholera, there was an assessment of about
30,0001., one-third of which would, in my opinion, have effected the object
much better if otherwise applied.

3378, Chairman.] If the measures had been preventive, you think a smaller
assessment would have effected the object mueh more economieally and bene-
ficially to the inhabitants =—Yes; there is a costly job constructed the very
instant that there is any emergency. [ am convineed that if we could compare
a regular preventive assessment, -during the last 10 years, with the contingent
amdl irregular assessments which have been actually made during that period,
that we should find a very serious balance against the country, owing to the
adoption of the latter mode. There is another way in which funds might be
procured without increasing the public burthens. There is a zood deal of money
at present taken from the counties by assessment to pay medieal men, who per-
form the duty of medieal witnesses on coroners’ inquests. 1 think that duty
might be performed by the secretaries of the local boards; it might be part of
the duties for which he was remunerated, and by that means there would be a
saving. With respeet to the duties of the central board, those, I coneeive, should
be the superintendence and instruetion of local boards, the construction of sanitary
reports from the materials to be regularly furnished by local boards ; ene part of
the country is not compared with another, and the reports lead to nothing but
confusion and error at present. Such boards should have the superintendence of
epidemic and quarantine regulations ; they should be confidential and responsible
advisers of the Government on any measures necessary to prevent disease.

3370. Do you eontemplate that theyshould make up returns of the comparative
mortality of different towns or distriets *—Yes; I think they should make up
returns of the state of health in the districts.

3380. Have you any such returns at present in Ireland *—No, there are no
returns at all, exeept private ones. [ think a part of the board’s duty should
also be the formation of such commissions as I have mentioned, to report on
nuisances dangerous to the publie health, and also by what means the Buﬂth;ggt
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Act could be earried into effect without being rendered oppressive. For example, H. Maunsell, u.0,
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of circumstances might not in another ; and there should be some mediatorial
authority to determine in such a case, and to modify the law. Alsoin questions
of nuisance, with which the time of the public courts are frequently oecupied,
say the smoke of a manufactory, if there are a dozen medical men examined,
there may be six on one side, and six on the other, according to their preju-
dices and whims ; now if there were such a board as this, capable of sending
down a commission, the matter might be better determined on the report of
such a commission, which should be made evidence, and the expense of the
eommission be charged as costs. Then this central board should be a court of
appeal from the decisions of the local boards. With regard to local boards,
they should have the duty of inspection, and of reporting to the central board,
and the charge of investigating all matters likely to affect the general health
within their district- With regard to the powers of the board, I think they
should be rather mediatorial and inquisitorial than executive; they should
have control over local boards so far as to enforce uniformity of operation
and performance of duty on the part of the board and the officers of it; they
should have power to form commissions, with right of entry and inspections,
under suitable limitations, and power to oblige the executive to do their duty in
all matters regarding the public health. The local boards should also have inqui-
sitorial powers, a right of entry and of dnmumliug returns of health from medi-
cal practitioners, some allowance of remuneration being made for the same.

3381. Such powers as would enable them to carry out the measures you have
stated 7—Yes ; they should be available in carrying out the provisions eontem-
plated, and perhaps a registration of births and deaths, if it was thought neces-

The districts for the loeal boards, I think, should be determined, perhaps,
by the poor-law divisions.

3382, Mr. Mackinnon.] Your opinion is decidedly in favour of a central
board ; that would be an expensive sort of machinery, would it not *—1I think
it would not, with the views I have put forward.

3383. Would not a local hoard, appointed by the parishioners, or the autho-
rities of certain distriets, serving gratuitously, be able to answer all the pur-

. without the expensive machinery of a central board :—No ; we have in
years found that they are not so operative ; there are local boards ; it is
possible to erect them under the 58th and 59th of Geo. 3, but they are not
operative ; there is no information derivable from them. i

3384. How are they appointed >—The officers of health are appointed by the |
vestry, and the boards of health by the Lord Licutenant. ;

3385. Do not those central boards very often end in jobs, from the persons
who are appointed not having the power to exert themselves over the whole
community !—The local boards are, 1 think, much more likely to job.

3386. How can they be more likely to job, assuming that they ave formed by
the parish authorities, consisting of two medical gentlemen and two other gen-
tlemen, their duty being to point out what nuizances ought to be removed, they
having no salary, and having only the objeet of benefiting their neighbour-
hood :—1 think their having no salary is the very reason; you cannot expect
persons to perform that sort of duty without payment.

3387. We have unpaid magistrates *—Yes ; but that is different from the per-
formance of a dangerous duty, which must be paid for in some way or another ;
most men shrink from the performance of such a duty, for which they are not
responsible if they are not remunerated.

3388, Do you think that all the local boards ought also to be salaried boards 2
—No.

3380. Chairman.] In the local boards you do not contemplate any being paid
except the secretary 7—No.

3300. It was only the central board of which you thought a portion should
be paid, because they would be persons of peculiar qualifications, a chemist, a
mechanic, and so on *—Just so.

3301. Mr. Mackinnon.] It appears that the power you would vest in the
central board, would be so great as to constitute it a very powerful engine *—
No, T do not contemplate any very extensive powers.

3392. You propose that they should have great powers in case of nuisance 3
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—That they should send a commission, and that their report should be
received in evidenee, but not that they should have further powers ; the object
is to attain good evidence.

5303. Is it not your opinion that that board being salaried, and having great
E.nwers of abating nuisances, would be extremely unpopular in the country ? —
No; it would not have the power of abating nuisances ; I desire to prevent its
being unpopular by an excess of power.

3394. You would have the central board exercise a superintending power
over the local boards ?—Yes, I am of opinion that they would never do their
duty without that.

3305. Suppose that in a populous distriet a local board was appointed, con-
sisting of two respectable medical gentlemen and two respectable individuals
not in any profession, do you not think that the wish to benefit the neighbour-
hood would induce those gentlemen to visit any distriet and to point out what
was desirable -— They must have knowledge as well as will, and that would not be
gained without its being pointed out to them by some central authority ; and in
addition to that, the interference with one’s neighbour is a very obnoxious duty,
and one which a person will not perform without being called upon to do it.

3300. Chairman.] You think, though there might be some objections to the
power given to such a board, that some hoard applying itself to the prevention
of eontagious disorders is necessary i—I do; but I am anxious to remove any
misconception with regard to the board ; their powers should be as little as
{:nﬁ-ﬁi{al{“ executive ; that, I think, would remove the great objections to such a

oard.

Mr. Thomas Cubitt, called in ; and Examined.

3307. Chairman.] YOU have been very largely engaged as a builder in the
metropoliz i—I have heen.

3308. You are acquainted mot omly with the buildings calculated for the
richer, but also with thoese ealculated for the humbler classes of the inhabitanis
generally 7—1I am.

3300. Does your information extend beyond the metropolis, or chiefly to
London :—1 have seen very little of country places; I have spent the principal
part of my lifetime in London.

3400. Are you well acquainted with the districts in which the poorer classes
reside in the eastern parts of London #—No, but I know generally something
about London, having been upwards of 30 years in business, which has led me
occasionally into all parts,

3401. Are you aware that, in any districts in which the humbler elasses
reside, there are particular forms of houses which are objectionable, many
being built in elose courts, with the entrance under an archway, the houses
being near together, and there being no opening at the end r—VYes, 1 am aware
that there are many such, which I think is a matter certainly to be regretted.

3402. Do you not think such a construction of houses is injurious to health?
—Decidedly ; I think such a construction of housges is injurious to health, and
I think it is exceedingly dangerous in cases of fire. I noticed particularly that
there were many places of that kind in Birmingham, which appeared to be in
a very bad state.

3403. Are you aware that where those houses are placed so close together,
in many instances they are also built back to back, so that there can be no
thorough draught of air through them :*—Yes, there are many such.

3404. Is mot that construction of houses very inimical to the health of the
humbler classes *—Most certainly ; it prevents ventilation and the free circula-
tion of air.

3405. Are you aware that there are houses of this deseription, where there
are under-ground dwellings, where the damp soil comes against the wall
forming the side of the cellar, and in which there are no windows, and the
only descent by steps :—That is exceedingly objectionable; but that, I think,
is not very much the case in London.

3400. Where that exists you think it objectionable ?—Very much so indeed.

3407. If this sort of building in those close courts and back to back prevails
in many parts of this metropolis, and still more in many large manufacturing
districts, do not you think that there is required some general Building Act t‘]ur

the
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the purpose of regulating buildings of that nature, and preventing tl‘u:'u: col-
struction in forms which were shown to be injurious to health :—I think it
would be very advantageous to regulate them, but I think that would be a very
difficult thing.

5408. Do you think the enforcement of regulations relating to those lc:wnr
classes of houses would not be practicable 7—I think that general rules might
be laid down, but it would be a difficult subject, I think, to legislate upon,
I think very many buildings were intended for other purposes, but are after-
wards converted into the dwellings of poor people; afterwards they get into
the hands of proprietors who try any mode of making a profit, and probably
find that the most produetive. The building may have been constructed for a
different purpose, for which purpose it might have been fit, but may be altered
g0 as to become exceedingly injurious to the people who live in it. Then, again,
if you create too great difficulties as to poor people’s houses, they will be obliged
to incur other objections, perhaps by living too close together. Anything
which tends to increase the rent is objectionable ; poor people’s houses seldom
belong to any but those who are glad to get any money they can; they belong
to a little shopkeeping class of persons, who have saved a little money in busi-
;:ess; as they advance a little in life they possess themselves of that sort of

ouse.

3400. Mr. Tﬂfncﬂ.lj It is seldom that a person of large capital builds these
sort of houses }—I think very few persons of great capital have anything to
do with them at all.

3410. l'."!rm’mnn.i] The observations you have made have reference to build-
ings constructed for other purposes, and then turned to this particular
object ; do you not think that seme regulations should be made as to those
provided for the habitation of the poor *—Yes, but even that is a difficult
thing ; I think it would be very difficult to say that a person shall not build a
gingle house or two houses, because houses are built very commonly in fields,
and where it is not known that any houses will be built at all ; but where a
second house is built there, there nught to be a decided plan exhibited, which
would show that that house is intended to have at least two fronts open, and
that no other house should come near either the back-front or the fore-front ;
that there should be an open space and a sufficient width in forming streets ;
and I think those parts that form the openings to them should be thorough-
fares, and that they should not be less than a certain width. I should be
inclined to go further than most persons as to streets : when land is first appro-
priated to building it is of very little value, and it might be so arranged, without
hardship to anybody, that it should have a good width of street; some persons
suppose that the lower elasses of houses require only a small passage; it is
true they do not require large openings for carriages, but there ought to be a
large space for eirculation of air, and more particularly because they are not so
cleanly in their habits.

3411. The principle you have spoken of, of securing a eertain portion for air,
3;:!11 kthink ought to be attended to in a well considered Building Act:—I
think so.

3412. You have stated that the houses of the humbler classes are chiefly in
the hands of, and built by persons who have tried to make the most they could
of their property *—Yes, persons of small capital.

3413. Is it not therefore the more necessary that there should be some
regulations to prevent their making the most of their property in such a way
as to be injurious to the health of the community } —Yes, I think that is very
desirable.

3414. There are certain regulations at prezent in the Building Act, for making
party-walls of a certain thickness to prevent fire, and to prevent over-hanging
building= *—VYes.

3415. Those are interferences to a certain extent with property, for the good
of the publie *—Yes.

3410, Carrying out the principle you have spoken of, would only be carrying
tlm_t f:urther which is already commenced in respect of buildings by the present
Building Act?—VYes, I think there ought to be an Act to prevent a mass of
small houses being built close to each other, but the difficulty T feel is
48 to measures fo prevent the converting houses and buildings intended for
other purposes, I mean houses built, perhaps, for warchouses or manu-
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factories, which are frequently turned into dwellings for poor people; but I think
with reference to taking cave of poor people who cannot take care of themselves,
and who must get into such places as they can obtain, the great point is to
protect them against the nuisances of their wealthy neighbours, the great
manufactories and gas-works, from which London is suffering very much at all
times, ’

3417. Do you not think that some regulations, to enforce, in the vicinity of
the localities inhabited by the poorer classes, a good system of sewerage and
cleansing, so as to carry away the filth and dirt and offal occasioned by those
erowded localities, are absolutely necessary :—Yes, it would be very desirable that
that should be done. I think that the streets should be wide and airy, even
for the very poor houses. Then I think there should be a positive law to
ensure a hard surface being made for the road, and a good drainage along the
line; then the nuisances in the courts might be easily cleared away. Then
I think it would be good economy if there were a perfect system of scavengin
established, beyond what those poor districts could afford to pay for. 1 thinﬁ
it would be good cconomy if London generally paid the expense of seavenging,
50 as to insure the habitations of the poor being kept elean ; and if the water
were allowed to run from the waterworks at certain times, which would be a
further expense, that would tend to ensure the cleansing of the gutters and
channels. But the places where they have a difficulty in collecting the rates
are very little attended to. There is soft vegetable dirt left near the surface,
which becomes a sort of soft sponge to receive all sorts of bad matter, gene-
rating new gases. Animal or vegetable matter is not thrown off and cleared
away. | noticed that particularly last year in Manchester, I think, worse than
in many parts of London, and in the neighbourhood of very wealthy manu-
facturers.

3418. Do you think, from your knowledge of the working classes inhabiting
those neglected loealities, that they feel the evils arising from these causes !
Iam not quite sure whether they feel them, so as to be fully aware of them;
they are conscious of them to a certain extent. Many of the lower orders arve
off, ag =0on as they get any money, to public-houses ; they get, in a great
menasure, in a state of stupefaction to get rid of many of their uncomfortable
feelings. Probably the best way to improve the morals of the people is to
provide them good places to sleep in.

3410. You think that those places are highly injurious to the morals of the
people :—1 think so.

3420. Do you think they are injurious to the health of children ?—There
cannot be a doubt about that.

2421, Mr. Twfnell.] You think it would be difficult to draw up an Aet to
provide for all these matters *—Yes; I think so. Many years ago | thoughe
that an Aet to provide for making the streets of a certain width, and having in
the courts a width of 40 feet between the houses, would be very easy ; but I am
convineed, from consideration, there are diffieulties in the way.

3422, Chairman.] You think that the chief difficulty is to provide for the
case of buildings which are altered in their construction, and become the resi-
denees of the lower orders *—Yes; if a better class were provided for the dwell-
ings of the poor, that would have an effect upon the dwellings of those deserip-
tions, for they would get a higher rent for those more convenient. I am only
afraid of increasing the difficulty of those people getting houses, which would
tend to put them close together.

3423. Do you not think it follows from the vast increase of F:}}}u]nﬁun in th®
manufacturing towns, the neglected state of many of them, and the great extent
of illness arising from those causes, that some provisions are absolutely neces-
sary =1 think that some provisions of the nature adverted to are exceedingly
desirable. 1 observed some years ago a measure brought forward for providing
the poor with airy places for taking exercise. Ithink that would be very im-
portant ; I think the want of such places drives people into public-houses, where
they corrupt each other, beeause they have no place in which to take exercise.
I think that would be a most important thing for London.

3424. Mr. Tufuell.] Con you indicate any spot in London which might be
used for that purpose >—1I can hardly put my finger upon any spot, but I think

it would be highly useful ; T think it would be economy for the richer classes lﬁu
provide
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provide them, for it would render their own habitations more healthy if they
provided them. . Il

3425. Chairman.] Did you see the Report of the Committee proposing six
spots, which were all at that time available for the purpose 1—I think I did,
but I do not think that went far enough. Hlig

3426, You think that the same would be desirable in other towns >-—Yes;
I think in towns which are extending greatly, or likely to extend, such places
should be provided. :

3427. Mz, Cowper.] Do you think that in a Building Act it would be desirable
to provide for the width which the street should bear in proportion to the height
of the house *—1 have thought so; but, on further consideration, I am afraid
that a house would become like a slave ship, with the decks too close for the
people to stand upright: they would put the floor and ceiling too near, and
rather than occasion that 1 would say that no street should be under a certain
width ; I should say not less than 40 feet.

3428, Mr. Tufiell.] Suppose it were intended to build a row of houses,
would you not suffer them to be built unless there was a sewer provided —
I would not allow a house to be built anywhere unless it could be shown that
there was a good drainage, and a good way to get rid of water; I think that
there should be some public officer responsible for that; that there should be
surveys of every district, so that the officer should be aware whether the
sewers were provided or not; 1 think there should be an officer paid at the
public t{;xr{mrse, who should be responzible for that; I think they should not be
appointed by the district; there should be no favouritism of that kind; but public
officers, changed from point to point, to take care of all public nuisanees ; with
respect to manufactories, here are a great number driven by competition to
work in the cheapest way they can. A man puts up a steam-engine, and sends
out an immense quantity of smoke; perhaps he creates a great deal of foul
and bad gas ; that is all let loose ; where his returns are 1,000 £, a month, if he
would spend 5 /. a month more, he would make that completely harmless ; but
he says * Lam not bound to do that,” and therefore he works as cheaply as he can,
and the public suffer to an extent beyond all caleulation. [ look upon it it has
this effect : a gentleman comes to London, and lives in London ; T will suppose
he fits up his house in the best style he can; he has a taste for good pietures
and upholstery, and =0 on ; after a time the smoke has destroyed them, and he
is disappointed and annoyed, and the effect is he is brought down in his feelings
in a degree from the state in which he was aceustomed to have things.

3420. Mr. Tf{ﬁteﬂq No regulations can prevent the smoke of the atmo-
sphere /—If T were obliged to prevent my steam-engine sending out a quantity
of offensive smoke, I should soon find a means to do it, and it would be no
hardship upon me if my neighbours were obliged too.

3430, Mr. Cowper.] Are there means for effecting that *—Yes ; look at those
little steam-boats passing continually:; imagine the quantity of sooty matter
they are throwing into the town, and the great injury that is done to furniture.
Some persons will say that is good for trade. 1 deny that; the only way to
encourage the manufactures is to preserve them, and I think it would be a
salutary act to prevent all those steam-boats showing any smoke at all ; and if
a law were passed to prevent any steam-boat s'lln-wing any smoke oéut of the
funmel, or to a very slight degree, we should not see fewer boats than we now
3431. Mr. Ingham.] Are you not aware that there are Acts in the large
towns to compel the owners of steam-engines to consume their own smoke 7—
Yes; but there is no person compellable to put that into foree. There was an
action brought six or seven years ago against one of the great gas-works that
happened to be in a neighbourhood where the evil was felt ; there is no doubt
those people proved that the neighbourhood was suffering very much by it,
but the wealthy gentlemen, the gas proprietors, could ﬁring evidence qguite
sufficient to overset that again, because there was wealth against poverty.

3432. Chairman.] You think the present law is not efficient, and that an
efficient system of inspection by public officers should be provided, and that
the expense might be very well paid by the public, in consideration of the
benefit which would be derived *—Yes, 1 think that the cost would not be
large ; that the cost would be nothing compared with the good it would do.

3433. Mr. Greene.] You said there would be an increase of expense if very
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strict regulations were laid down with respect to the mode in which poor
people’s houses are built, and that that would drive them to congregate in
great numbers together in each That is my fear.

3434. Would greater evil result from a number of persons congregating
together in one house in a broad street, than at present exists in a smaller
number of persons in a house in the wretched condition in which those persons
are now living ?—1I do not think that would be so bad; but that is one of the
objections 1 have to the strict rules I should like to see established.

3435~ The houses in which those persons mostly reside are generally owned
by persons of small property 7—They are frequently. :

2436, Would there not be a mnwiemb]c difficulty in laying down regulations
with regard to 40 feet in width, where it would interfere with the fhspuzﬂi of
small properties :—1I speak of a case where new buildings are to be erected ;
I 1}{:11];1 not allow any new buildings to be erected unless there was a clear
40 feet.

3437. You would say that the man who built the first house should have a
right of building his house as he pleased *—Yes, to a certain extent.

3438, The second man would fall under your building regulation :—The
first man should be bound to have an open front at least.

3430. Chairman.] Those regulations have been proposed with reference to
cities of above a certain population ; in such sitnations there can be no doubt
regulations are necessary :—Seeing how fast places do grow up, I think that
there should be a very small population to begin with to constitute the neces-
gity for a law.

3440. Mr. Tufnell.] From the experience vou have had of London and other
large towns in the country, are you of opinion that the habitations of the lower
classes in London are better or worse than those in other places :—My expe-
rience hardly goes far enough to enable me to answer that ; but I faney that the
working classes in London are hetter provided for and in a better state than
in some towns. I think the working classes have improved in my time ; I think
they are more moral than they were; I think they are not so much addicted
to drinking ; that there are more sober workmen to be found ; that there is
less difficulty in finding a moral and sober body of workmen than formerly.

3441. Do you think it would answer, in a pecuniary point of view, supposing
you had a certain piece of ground to lay out in building, that you should et a
better deseription of tenant by its being well drained and well laid out, than on
the plan now followed ?—I am not sure; if I were building a class of houses
which I never do build, but where a great number are wanted, I do not think
it would pay to make them in the way I should like to do, for my neighbour
would come alongside, taking advantage of my large opening ; if | took a certain
quantity of land, and built a street such as I should like, giving the houses good
openings, the contiguity of that ground would be immediately wanted, for the
people would have my piece to walk through, and a place of air for their chil-
dren; it would be a general point, the same as a square is in the better parts
of London.

3442. Chairman.] If the regulations were general, so that they were obliged
to do that generally, that would take away that temptation:—VYes, it wuuld
and therefore I think it would require the regulation.

3443. Mr. Tufuell.] Are you of opinion that the system of copyhold tenure
has a tendency to deteriorate the class of houses built :—It has some effeet,
perhaps.  Speaking of copyhold, 1 feel it would be a very good thing for
this country at large, if any mechanie, or any one of the poorer classes who
could save a little money, could make himself quite sure of buying a bit of
freehold land; 1 feel that if a man having 1004 or 501, were he able to buy a
piece of freehold land, on which he could put his house and garden, not only
in London but in country places, and he could get his title cheap, it would give
that man a sort of standing and firmness in the country, which would be a
great protection against any plotting or mischief; the poor man, or some part of
his family, would become a prudent man ; he would be encouraged to make an
effort which he sees no cause for now.

3444. With regard to a person building a number of houses; supposing the
copyhold tenure did not exist, and the ground were freehold, would he not be
likely to build a better lleqersptmn of house than now, when the fine must come

into his caleulation >—A man takes that into account in making his calculation.
I should
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I should consider whether it would pay me at all building on a copyhold ; most
of London is built on Jong leasehold. An arrangement takes place between
persoms rather better off than the occupier; but I think it is rather a disad-
vantage to the working population of London that everything is leasehold.
1 think it would be a good thing if in every parish throughout J!"..]lg]a.n.dl.II there
were certain lands appropriated for that purpose, where a man might buy, but
not exceeding a certain quantity. : [

3445. Chairman.] One of the difficulties of the humbler classes now arises
from the great expense of law conveyance, the stamps, and so forth, which are
more in proportion to a small purchase than to a large one ~—Yes; what is
desirable, particularly with reference to that point, is, that there should be a
title ascertained, and a man should have the liberty of taking a part from it at
a small expense, a small piece of land sufficient to build a house and make a
garden, in those districts not worth perhaps 307 an acre.

3446. Mr. Cowper.] Have you, in the course of your experience, found any
deficiencies in the practical working of the Commission of Sewers *—Yes, I have
found very great difficulty.

3447. Do you think thf?’ want any additional power?—T think that a great
part is wrong ; the I;]““ of our sewers is not right, good as they are in some
respeets. [ think t
officers, and that it is wrong to drain direct into the Thames. I think none
of the drainage in London should be carried direct to the river, but pass to the
east of London; that none of the sewers should empty themselves into the
river in front of the buildings. [ would keep the water clean.

3448, Chairman.] Have you seen Mr. Martin's plan 7—Yes ; I do not con-
sider that that goes far enough.

3440. His plan is to remedy the evil, and not to prevent the evil *—I think
there ought to be some great {Inﬂs now cut from the west to the east, in which
the water, by travelling about eight miles, would go as far from London as it
does now by its circoit round the river ; perhaps it would require 15 miles to
meet that point; it scarcely ever meets it; the noxious matter is carried all
along in front of the town; it does not go the shortest ways it cannot get
away, and it has so far to go, that the tide meets it and drives it back again.
I think it ought to be let out beyond the River Lea. I will give an instance
of the bad effects of this: there are a great many buildings going on peyond
Paddington, the water from which is drained by the natural drainage, the
brooks of the country ; they happen to run westward, and the dirty water from
Paddington iz carried out to Chelsea. It is a long way before it gets to the
river, winding about among the thickly inhabited parts; then after running
through Chelsea, it has a long way to travel before it can get its discharge; it
is blocked up, so that the tide meets it, and the water that leaves is compara-
tively clear, having deposited the foul matter.

2450. Mr. C‘r:rwm-.] Do you think there would be any inconvenience in giv-
ing the Commissioners of Sewers a power of enforcing communications from
private dwelling-houses to main sewers *—No man is obliged to make a drain
to his house; so far they want power; but if a person does make a drain, they
have the power of seeing that that is properly done ; but a man may make a
depit for filth, if he likes ; he may build in a hollow place, where no sewer can
reach him,

3451. Chairman.] There is no power of preventing the digging down below
the level of the common sewer 7—No. )

3452. Mr. Cowper.] Do you think it would be desirable to give the power of
enforcing communication in all eases *—Yes; I should go the length of pro-
viding a sewer that would carry off everything, and I would prevent a person
making eesspools above the common size; 50 years ago nearly all London had
every house cleansed into a large cesspool ; all the filth was stopped in that cess-
pool, which had to be carried away afterwards ; the water was allowed to drain
itselfl from that. Then the river did not receive so much damage ; a person did
not injure his distant neighbour as he does now ; but then the town became one
mass of corrupt matter ; a vast deal of it always escapes, wherever it can escape.

Now sewers having been very much improved, scarcely any person thinks of
making a cesspool, but it is carried off at once into the river' It would be a
great improvement if that could be carried off independently of the town, but the
Thames is now made a great cesspool instead of each person having one of his
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own. Mr. Martin has proposed a plan for saving the manure, but [ have not
seen it noticed anywhere. The great difference is that this manure used to he
saved, and it is only latterly that it is thrown away. Formerly there were places
round the town called laystalls, such places as scarcely exist at all now; there
were a great many where the soil was deposited, of course making the whole
neighbourhood very unwholesome. 1 believe there are many such places now
in the neighbourhood of large towns, in the country.

3453. Do you think that the officers of the Commissioners of Sewers do not
perform their duty at present :—I think the officers are generally very able and
efficient and diligent persons; there are always some men on the commission
that are very attentive, and work it out very carefully; but if there is a parti-
cular scheme to be carried on, the Board of Sewers being composed of a great
number of persons, many of whom have their own business and cannot attend
to that of the board, the room is filled on a particular oceasion so that the
persons who have a real interest in working the thing have very little control ;
if there is anything to be done, they may be beaten by numbers who come and
object to works intended for the improvement of certain places, and the preven-
tion of injury to the public; persons having *no information may go and vote
against those who have. I think the sewers should be under the control of
impartial persons.

3454. You think, probably, the commission should consist of a smaller
number i—Yes ; I think that the largeness of the pumber increases the evil.

3455. Cﬁniﬁmu.] Do you not think, with reference to some of the &
manufacturing towns, that it is necessary to give some facility to the establish-
ment of a good system of sewerage by a general Act, which should enable
them, under general regulations, to appoint commissioners, so that a good
system might be laid down and carried into effect *—I think so.

3450, At present some of the large towns have no efficient system at all
which can be carried into effect in the towns or their suburbs, and it is neces-
gary to have a specific Act of Parlinment for every particular case, which is the
canse of great expense and delay *—1I think as the population increases those

rovisions are much more necessary. It is a subject of very great difficulty;
Eut I think that all those difficulties are to be got over.

3457. Mr. Tufnell.] Do you think it desirable to have a central board in
London, laying down plans, and who might control the district commissioners ?
—1I hardly know how that could be done; but I think there should be respon-
gible officers, and that there are certain powers wanted. Suppose a person
having land, say two miles from any part of London, wanted to make that into
a suburb, to appropriate it for building-land, probably there would be no means
for his making a sewer through his neighbour’s land; his neighbour might
interfere with that, or the public road might be so situate that it might prevent
it; there is no fund from which the means of making a sewer could be sup-
plied. .

3458. At present there are seven districts of sewers round London, are there
not *—I do not know ; 1 have not had to do with many of them.

3450. Chairman.] Your opinion seems to be stmngl_',',kthnt however difficult
the regulations in a well eonsidered Building Act, and a Sewerage Act may be,
from the vast increase of population, the necessity of some regulations is pressed
upon the public attention, and you think it proper that Government should
enforce them ?—I do ; I think that men who have leisure to attend to it could
not possibly devote their time for the benefit of the public in a way which would
be more useful than that.
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George Alfred Walker, Esq. called in; and further Examined.

3460. Mr. Mackinnon.] YOU are a medical manr—I am. :

3461. You have written a book on the subject of the burial of the dead in large
towns, have you not?—1I have. :

" 3462. You have turned your attention a good deal to that subject 7—I have.

3463. In the book you have publizhed, you have mentioned the evils arising
from the want of ventilation in places such as cul-de-sacs f—I have.

2464. Have the goodness to state to the Committee generally your observations
upon that subject *—I have little to add in addition to what I have previously stated.
'].]:mre i5 a cul-de-sac in the neighbourhood of Drury-lane, to which I have pre-
viously referred. In that court I was called upon 1o visit four children whe had
measles ; I found them recuvering from the eruption, but suffering with symptoms
of tvphus, complicated with sub-acute inflammation of the mucous coat of the intes-
tines. The place in which they lived is one of the worst in the neighbourhood,
being a eul-de-sac called Wellington-court, leading out of Drury-lane on the north-
castern side, approached by a long and narrow passage, most disgustingly dirty,
without drainage, and inhabited by characters of the poorest description; the
houses appear as though they were never cleaned or whitewashed, and the abo-
minations called filthy are here in abundance. One cuuse of the gradual though
sure deterioration of health had been long in operation, and this, I think, upon
inquiry, will be found amongst the poor to be present very generally, viz. the filthy
condition of the privies. In this court there is no sub-surface drainage; the sub-
stitute resorted to here is one extremely likely to be the least efficient. Instead
of the excrementitious matter being carried off, it is suffered 10 collect in the hole
immediately under the seat until it reaches a certain height, when it is con-
veyed by a pipe into a reservoir, which when full, is in the same manner pre-
vented from overflowing by another pipe communicating with a larger reservoir, in
the middle of which is a tub- pierced with gimlet holes, so as to allow the fluid
to separate from the solid portion; into this inner tub the pipe, connected with a
pump, enters, and the fluid has been pumped up by the nightman. One
person who lived here used to mix up the excrementitions matters deposited
during the day to a consistence with water, and then pour it out on the sur-
face-gutter in the court. No provision being made for the passage of the solid
portion, as might be anticipated, all the reservoirs bave long since been full ; and
the two pot de chambres being covered over by boards, the one immediately
under the seat of the privy is constantly overflowing; indeed, frequently the
s0il has forced itself between and through the boards, and has repeatedly been o
foot deep on the floor and in the yard. Two children recovered ; the other two
were in succession attacked ; one affected with gangrene of the mouth succes-
sively lost theé whole of the upper lip; the lower jaw was laid bare inside and out,
and the roof of the mouth destroyed ; petechim now appeared, and the child, a
most loathsome object, died. The mother now removed into another house in the
same court, with the idea of benefiting the other child, a girl, who was in a
similar state, This infant, about 12 months old, had, when Lﬁe boy died, uleera-
tion of the hard palate, denuding the bone and laying bare the alveolar processes
all round. It was similarly intractable with the boy’s, and successively destroved
the whole roof of the mouth, perforating the palate bones, and eventually opening
a communication between the mouth and nose by the mortification of all the
intervening parts. The nose was next attacked and removed ; the upper lip,
detached {rom its adhesion to the jaw, fell down, and was only prevented from
separating itself from it by a swall portion of yet sound skin at the angles of
the mouth. The lower lip was next affected, and in an incredibly short space of
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time was nearly destroyed, when death relieved the poor little creature from its
sufferings. It is impossible for language to express in too strong terms the
horrible spectacle presented to the eye by the poor child, its face hardly recng-
nizable, scarcely human, smelling most insufferably ; its hands were almost con-
stantly employed in picking piece by piece away of the remaining portions of the
face ; yet in this condition was it applied to the breast of the mother.

3405. To what do you attribute that dreadful diseaze in the child 7—However

the discase might be prmluucd, unquestionably it would be much increased by the
bad air and want of ventilation; it waz almost impossible to enter the house.

34006. Do you attribute it in part to want of drainage =—VYes, to the combined
influence of both ; there has been a great mortality in.that court.

3407, Have you any other particulars to state on this subject of ventilation?—
I have nothing to add, I think, to what I have stated previously. An efficient
Building Act is much required.

34608, Will you favour the Committee with your opinion respecting drainage ?
—1 may state in general terms, that our neighbourhood is excessively ill-drained.
Crown-court, in Little Russell-street, Covent-garden, is the property of the Duke
of Br_'dﬁ:-nl; and there, T am sorry o say, the exerementitious matter is pumped
up, and flows down the centre of the court. There are many other places. [ would
mention a second-class house in Stanhope-street ; a mian named Fairbank, who has
resided here two years, has, during that period, been affected with sickness; he is
in general good health, but he camnot keep his food on his stomach: “ as for my-
self, (says the wife) I am much affected in my head with giddiness and violent pain ;
my child is a year and a half old, and is troubled with sickness. 1 feel convinced
it 15 from the dram, he i1s so much better when he is out of 1t.*

34609. Chairman.] Do you feel comvinced they were right in their opinion 2—
Yes; they are all affected in the court. Sarah Jackson, another lodger, states
this : * During the time we lived in Stanhope-street mf family was much affected
with sickness and loss of appetite, particularly my husband ; my son Charles
was so much affected that he could not take any animal food for a long time
previous to onr leaving the house ; now his stuma{:i; rejects nothing received into
it. I was very much troubled with the head-ache; it has, since I changed my
residence, entirely left me; July 30, 1839." Then again, in the same house,
case 3, Miss Grabam writes thus : ** I have resided threc years in this house ; I was
in perfegt health when I entered it; within the last two years I have been much
oppressed at the chest, attended with sickness, ejecting as it were copperas water ;
1 endure a weakness that 1 cannot describe; I am relieved whilst out of doors;
when I return my old feelings return with me. My sister is never free from the
head-ache more or less ; she has sickness at times.”

3470. Do you, as the medical man attending them, and knowing the sitnation
in which they were, attribute the symptoms of which they complain to the want of
drainage in the distriet>—I do; I am convinced that is the cause. [ have taken
this evidence at distinct times, without one communicating with the other; it is
impossible not to attribute it to that. I will mention another instance. I have
been to a house this morning in Angel-court; a family of the name of Swift lll"f:d
there some time ago; not one of that family was healthy ; the children had flaccidity
of fibre ; it will be invariably found when a child comes from the country, and
enters a place where the drainage is defective, - it will soon succumb; this will vary
according to eircumstances. .

3471. Is this court you mention a cul-de-sac >—No. There is another
case 1 will take from a very respectable street, Little Russell-street, Covent-
aarden: “ Aonn Salt entered the service of a lady in Little Russell-street,
Covent-parden ; the drain in this house had long beer in a most offensive state.
This young woman, aged 20 years at the period of her entering this house, was
in a firm state of health, had compact muscles, a red lip, a cheerful mind ; dur-
ing many months she was exposed to the action of a poison passing off’ from the
water-closet.  As she lived in the kitehen, and indeed slept there, she would of
clurse be exposed during the greater portion of the time to its influence ; her
health gradually, diminished, until at length her strength became so reduced that her
sisters removed her in a coach to their lodging in Bear-yard, Lincoln’s Lon Fields
(this place is in a most offensive condition) ; I was called to see her, and for some
weeks the issue was doubtful ; she had a most peculiar: appearance of the entire
skin of the body. It is my decided opinion that the drains are an immense sOUrce
of disease. -

3472. Mr.
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3472. Mr. Mackinnon.] Are there anyolber particular cases you would mention? G. A. Walker, Esq.
—Every addition to the atmosphere is decidedly injurious. ‘ :
3473. Your opinion as a medical man is, that the state of the sewerage in parts 4 June 1840.
of London is most defective, and that it generates the state of disease to which you
have referred 7—Yes, and many other discases, by whatever name they may be
called.
" 3474. And that having houses built in the shape of cul-de sacs is most injurious,
by preventing the circulation of air r—Unquestionably.
3475. Your opinfon is, that there ought to be further legislative provisions*—
Decidedly; I think it a very bard case that a poor man, without knowledge or
judgment on his own part, should come into a locality, not knowing that there are
causes constantly operating to depreciate his health ; he may get out of it as he can;
but frequently a saving of sixpence a week will induce a man to remain; his
means may not enable him to remove; he is thus perhaps the ereature of eircum-
stances, over which he has no control.

3476. You fave no doubt of the loss of life, and disease generated, by the
want of drainage in this town ?—I have no doubt of it; it is cause and effect ; pand
it is not merely the loss of life, but it is a serious matter to many in the vicinity
who feel the effects.

3477. Is it your opinion that it ought to be prevented, on account not only of the
physical but the moral effect it has upon the community ?—Unquestionably. 1f you
expose children or adulis to degrading influences, you must inevitably deteriorate
their moral character; there will be constantly a struggle between moral propricty
and physical necessity.

3478. Does not the putrefaction, arising from want of sewerage, generate a
desire to drink, or to have recourse to spirituous liquors, from the low feeling it
creates ?—That is certainly the case.

3470. Are there any circumstances you can call to mind confirming that
opinion ?—I think that the grave-diggers as a body would confirm that. They
generally drink.

3450, Mr. Greene.] How is the excrementitious matter removed from privies,
such as you have described in those courts *—That is generally taken away by
nightmen, frequently in the night; sometimes the excrementitious matter is mixed
with water and poured out on the surface gutter of the court.  Such things are cal-
culated to demoralize any one, or any sct of men. From the end of Queen-street,
opposite Leng-acre, to the first sewer in Drury-lane, the excrementitions matter
which is frequently pumped up from two houses there runs on the surface ; when
I have passed that way, I have smelt a filthy smell from the water-closets of these
two houses. -

3481. How is the solid matter removed ?—In carts, or in some instances it
passes on the surface of the gutters into the drains. .

3482, Is there not a certain degree of generation of foul air produced by the
removal of those filthy deposits through the streets?—No doubt, and it must
preduce the most injurious effects,

3483. Even the carts passing through adjoining streets must have an injurious
effect i—Unquestionably; we bave to bear it in the night as well as the day;
according to the law they are not to do this until it has struck twelve o’clock, but
many persons are obliged to be about after that; and whether they be in-doors or
out, it can matter little whether these agencies be put in operation before or aiter
the hour of twelve,

3434_. There is a liability to this being thrown over into the street, and a great
deal of foul air generated ™—Yes. [ may mention a case of a family in Crown-
court: one woman had seven children at one time affected with typhus, and she
attributed it to the abominable stench she was obliged to live in.

3485. Mr. Mackinnon.] You are the author of * Gatherings from Grave-
yards' i—I am.

3480. You have therefore personally examined the principal burying-grounds
of the metropolis *—1 have.

_ 3487. Have the goodness to describe to the Committee their state ?—The wajo-
rity of the burying-places in London, whether they be called vaults, cellars, or
grm-e:grlurclsl,_ are i a very dangerous and disgusting condition.

3488. Will you state what, in your opinion, is their physical and moral effect ?
—1 have collected irrefragable proofs of both positions; 1 have given abundant
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proofs of their dangerous and immoral influence; 1 bave, since I published my
work, become aequainted with many instances, demonstrating the injurious effect of
masses of bodies in putrefaction ; I caleulate, according to the present returns of
mortality, we should have at least 5,000,000 of bodies amongst us in a-hundred
years, taking it at 52,000 per annum. I have no question that the extent of mor-
tality has never been fairly entered until the late excellent Act; it was matter of
speculation. 1 have demonstrated that bodies have been placed in spaces that
could not properly contain them; hence has resulted a shocking state of things;
the mutilation of bodies, the destruction of their envelopes, with a host of immoral
consequences and injurious results.

3489, Chairman.] Have you any doubt of the injurious effects of this prac- .
tice —None. Here is one instance: 1 speak now of the nursing of bodies in
lead, in what are called vaults, in the very midst of human dwellings ; it is a most
injurious practice, and one that ought to be apnibilated. The lead cannot confine
the gas, therefore the only way to get nd of the nuisance, iz to take the bodies
away at once, where a sufficient quantity of good air can be found circulating
without interruption. ** During the demolition of the old church of St. Dunstan’s,
the'dead in the vaults were removed. This was found to be a matter of some
difficulty and much danger. Severul of the labourers employed refused to con-
tinue the work. They were well supplied with brandy, and under the influence
of a half-dronken excitement, they eflected their removal. Willian Mutton, a
labourer employed, within a few hours after his exposure, complained of a nauseous
taste in the mouth and throat, severe pain in the chest, accompanied with a cough ;
his skin subsequently became of a deep yellow tinge, and extremely harsh and dry.
“I'his man was at times so affected with the effluvia, that he was compelled to support
himself against the wall of the vault. In removing the body of a man who had
committed suicide, the gaseous exhalation was so powerful that he was rendered
unconscious for a considerable period. He invariably declared that this was the
cause of his death.”

3400. Do vou think it was*—1I should think it more than likely; T have
produced a number of results in my work, 1 give a recent case:—* Thomas
Beal, 2, Cromwell-place, Little Shire-lane, a strong compactly-made man, aged
20, has been employed as grave-digger about four years; le was EI}%B%EII
in the month of January 1840, in assisting William West, the beadle of St.
Mary-le-Strand, to clean up the rector's vault previous to the reception of
the body of a deceased panshioner, who died 27th January 1840 ; the vault, a
detached building, is entered by steps from the church-yard ; two of the men em-
ployed were sensible of a disgusting odour, which left a coppery taste in the
throat.  On the evening of the same day Beale had vomiting, cough, and consi-
derable expectoration, and extreme lassitude during five or six days. Six days
after this exposure lie consulted me, in consequence of a peculiar eruption, which
first attacked the breast, and subsequently (within two days) spread over the entire
surface of the body. On the fourteenth day from the appearance of this eruption
a very painful enlargement of the glands in the left axilla and the groin of the
same side occurred, both of which suppurated extensively during six weeks; he
has now, May 5th, 1840, the remains of the eruption over large portions of both
arms.” I produce this case to show an example of the same poison producing
the same results, for William West, who died of typhoid fever, was affected in
precisely the same manner, excepting that he had no glandular enlargement;
e imprudently entered the vault soon after it was opened for the purposes of
ventilation. After his return home he complained to his wife that he had a pecu-
liar,—a coppery taste in his mouth® within a few hours afterwards he complained
af pain in the head, nausea, loss of appetite, and debility; in a few days he was
altacked by an eruption, which first appeared over the chest, and in a few days had
covered the entire body ; he remained a considerable time in a very debilitated
state, and it was the opinion of his widow that it was in consequence of his
imprudent exposure to the exhalations passing off from the bodies in this vault.

3401. Mr. Mackizmon.] Do you find, as a _mcdu:all man, that this putrid
effiuvia, arising from dead bodies, affects all individuals in the same manner, or
does it affect diffierent individuals in a different manner 7—Unquestionably the
man who is accustomed to an office executes it best; grave-dli_lgers in many
localitics would not be able to do their work but under the influence of strong
stimulants. We may take the evidence of medical men. Every man almost

engaged in dissection is affected with diarrheea; let him leave off his ‘Jiﬁﬁﬂﬂi"‘:‘i for
i a time,
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n time, and he will get rid of it; if you place a man aceustomed to the exhala-
tions in the dissectine room he will be affected with diarrhoea. I was myself for
three months, in Pars. . {

3402. Is there anything further you have to state upon this subject *—1 can state
other instances, but it appears quite unnecessary. : L T

3493. You state in your work that graves are sometimes left open in this city;
will you state any instance ?>—1I think it is a most abominable practice ; it is done
in many instances to save time and to get space. I have one in my own neigh-
bourhood ; I examined that grave the other day; that is a representation (produec-
ing it.) That grave was dug 22 feet deep; it is within a few fect of the windows
of the house; there were ten or a dozen coffins projecting into the grave; 1 have,
no doubt some of them had been cut through. My opinion is, that the lighter

ses pass off ; the heavy gases, the carbonic oxide and carbonated hydrogen, will
fall down to the bottom of the grave. It is generally supposed a candle will not
burn in a place of that kind, but I think a candle may be extinguished and yet
life retained ; I tried a candle; it was extinguished at a depth of 12 feet from the
surface ; I requested the grave-digger to cover over the top of the grave, and to
throw the depth of a foot of earth upon it. [ tried another experiment, and the:
candle was extinguished at eight feet. I think we ought not to have those places
amongst us. .

3494. What place was this?—St. Martin's-in-the-Fields, in Drury-lane; the
yard is raised there even with the first floor windows surrounding the place. It is
close to the large theatres.

3405. You state in your hock a case in which the same poison, arising from
putrefaction, has had a different effect on two individuals; will you explain that ?—
One was a young geutleman 1g gr 20 years of age; the other, an undertaker, a
very respectable man, whose name I have given as being poisoned at Enon Chapel,
in Clement's-lane. The man went to a church at the west end of the town to
prepare for the burial of the mother of the young gentleman ; the man not being
acquainted with the grava-digﬂr, contrived to lift up the stone covering the entrance
of the vault called the rector’s vaunlt; they were both prostrated on the floor by the
gas; the undertaker being a powerful man lifted up and carried out the other. The
two men were differently affected ; one was attended by Dr. James Johnson pro-
fessionally for two years, and could not retain his food ; that was the elder man ;
he said it had been nearly the death of the young man. 1 do not think that the
town ought to be poisoned by the dead. The other had an-ulcerated sare
throat, and had the best advice and many journeys and changes of air, and it was
two years before he recovered.

3406. You mention gases ansing out of cofiins; you consider them as gene-
rated in a Jeaden coffin 7—Yes; it is impossible to prevent it; as an atmuspheric
pressure under 30lbs. cannot keep it down, I do not know what can.

3497. Therefore it is impossible burying in a large town to prevent the gene-
ration of gases mixing with the air ?—I think it impossible. I have seen coffins
quite convex and the screws driven out.

3408. The only effectual remedy would be the removal of those burial-places to
coyntry districts, or districts where there was not a thick population !—Certainly ;
I do not think any consideration of money should be allowed to interfere.

3400. In proportion as the mass of dead is laid in the church-yard the gas
must be increased P—Certainly. A

3500. And in that proportion that must be unhealthy to the neighbourhood 1—

Yes; I could mention a grave-yard in my neighbourhood where a shower of
rain would lay bare the tops of the coffins.

3501. Mr. Greene.] Are there any vaults where the gratings adjoining those
vaults, and places for ventilating them, open into the public stjeets 7—Yes ;
they must be ventilated or they dare not descend ; they have been obliged to
leave even the doors of 5t. Clement’s Church, in the Strand, open. On Satur-
day the 19th of Auvgust 1830, it was necessary to open the doors of the church
of St. Clement’s, from the intolerable stench, proceeding, in my opinion, from
the dead bodies.

3502. Mr. Mackinnon.] Then of course that must be very injurious to the
health of the congregamion attending there :—I have no doubt of that; it pro-
duces freouent faintings.

3503. Mr. Greene.] Are you aware that in the vaults of the church of St
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George's, Hanover-square, and Hanover Chapel in Regent-strect, the gratings
open to the street *—Yes ; that is a very frequent ciccumstance ? the veatilation is
indifferently performed. At Enon Chapel in Clement's-lane, there is the greatest
facility for the escape of the gas into the place.

3504. Mr. Mackinnon.] Your opinion is that if the practice of burying in this
large town is continued, in the course of a hundred years we should have four
millions of dead exhaling their gases to the injury of the living —1I should think
at least that, if the mortality be 52,000 annually.

3505. Howlong will the gas, in your opinion, remainin the coffinbeforeit isentirely
evaporated *—That would be a very difficult question to answer ; I should think it
might be kept there for ever under peculiar circumstances.  There was an instance
occurred in the church-yard at Hampstead, of a grave-digzer striking by accident,
not purposely, into a coffin ; the body had been buried in lead a hundred years
hefore, and the man was struck down with it; 1t 1s impossible to form any concep-
tion of the most abominable stench proceeding from the dead.

35006. You have spoken of the injury arising from the gases and putrefaction of
animal matter creating those unwholesome exhalations to which you have alluded ;
will the putrefaction arising from the small quantity of animal matter from one
human being buried do material injury *—Unquestionably, a very serious injury.
There is one point which is material, the Keeping of bodies in low neighbourhoods
before interment; I have seen frequent prﬂui% of the injurious consequences
resulting from dead bodies being kept too long previous to interment ; this ought
to be remedied; the periods of burying should be diffused over the entire week.
At present the poor bury almost entirely on the Sunday, and frequently if a person
dies on the Wednesday, if they have not time to make arrangements previous to
the Sunday following, they keep that body perhaps till the Sunday next succeeding.
I have ﬂ'r_-(}ueuiljr known a body kept on the table or the bed in a poor man's
room ; perhaps he is living in that room, sleeping there, and performing all the
uzual and necessary offices of the family with his wife and five or six children. T
have often wished for an absolute power to compel the burying of those bodies
under eircumstanees of this nature; a child, for instance, dies of the confluent
small-pox. ]

3507. Chairman.] Is there any power to order the burial of a body in such a
state F—Not the slightest.

3508. Has the Coroner’s Court any power ?—I think not. There are other con-
sequences which sometimes follow with respect to the dead.

a500. Mr. Mackinnon.] What is the longesttime you have known those bodies
kept *—Twelve and fourteen days. In this cul-de-sac, Wellington-court, there
were iwo bodies in the howse when the ather children were attacked ; there the
stench was so horrible, the neighbours, Irish as they were, were obliged to,com-
plain; they could bear a great deal, but they went, to the parochial authorities
about it. ;

3510. Chairman.] There is no inspector who car be appealed to?—No; there
are no sanitary regulations to meet the case.

3511, Mr. Mackinnon.] What would you suggest >—I may state in general
terms, my intimate knowledge of, and acquaintance with, the scandalous and abo-
minable practice followed in very many places of interment, compels me, however
unwillingly, to say it matters little whether the body rests in a poor I{mn’g ronm, o
putrefies on the surface of a grave-yard which is incapable of receiving it.

3512. Chairman.] From your acquaintance with the IJ_BJ:I state of the hur_m!-
srounds in London, and with the negligence as to burying at the proper time
among the poorer classes, do you not think that it is absolutely necessary
there should be a legislative provision for the purpose of preventing burial-grounds
continuing in populous cities, and for some mode of compelling burials to take
place at the proper period ?—I think that ahsuﬂulﬂ?' necessary ; the mode of bury-
ing, and the tasks imposed upon the men, would make the matter highly in-
jurious in many points of view. In the case of the poor, I am convinced
that the indecent disposal of the dead, practised in many grounds, has begotten
in their minds feclings of bitter animosity, and consequent estrangement fo-
wards the parochial authorities ; that I consider as an important matter. L will
aive a proof of that. There are burial societies established in all the neighbaurhoods

I have a book from which T will read rule the eighth; that is this: © This
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society is established for the decent interment of its members ; if the friends G. 4. Walker, Esq.

of any member behave so disrespectfully to the member as to bury him or her
at the parish expense, he shall be entitled to no assistance.”” I have seen the most
unseemly disputes about these things.
3515. There are great evils arising from the want of sufficient space, and the
mode in which the burials take place 7—Not merely physical evils, but moral ones.
2514, Mr. Mackinnon.] Is it your impression that the evils arising from those
s produced by putrefaction, are not merely physically injurious, but also demo-
ralize the people by driving them to spirituous liquors 7—I would not perhaps go
so far as that; it would be difficult to say that; but if we take the instance of the
grave-diggers, I would say that the system has educated a race of men, and com-
pelled them 1o execute offices that they ought to shudder at ; it is a very frequent
circumstance for a grave-digger to cut a body in half.

3515. In eonsequence of the closeness with which they are packed t—Yes.

3516. He cannot get down to the grave without ?>— No, he cannot m many
instances ; and it is not only the making room, but the putrescent earth is thrown
up; itis open longer than ought to be permitted.

3517. Is there any benefit or profit arising to the grave-digger from making
use of the wood of the coffins?—That I bave stated in my book. I took the
police to see a sack full of that wood in a court in Carey-street; it is extensively
burnt all over London ; that (producing it) is a portion of a coffin I have brought;
that poor creature died in Charing-cross Hospital ; she had frequently burnt la
quantities of it herself; this wood was dryving with a large quantity which the

olice seized, and the fire was made of this wood when we entered the room.
ere was a large quantity I brought away, and sent it to the head police-office in
Scotland-yard, with my compliments, that they had better look into the matter;
they sent it to the parish, and they said, * Ob, it must be got rid of; the poor
are quite welcome to it.” This I produce was part of a pauper’s coffin, I
know a parish in which the grave-digger burns it as commeon fuel. I asked him
whether he felt any stench from it; he said, *Oh, the people say it smells now
and then;” but he was a drinking man.  This state of things has in fact educated a
race of men too frequently the most degraded and abandoned ; with but few excep-
tlunls, they drink to excess, and indeed too frequently they are compelled to sti-
mulate.

3518. The grave-diggers in those close neighbourhoods*—VYes, in the old
burying-grounds: thus the sources of physical and moral evil are in an intimate
degree identical ; the condition by far of the majority of grave-yards and burying
places in Londen has been such for many years, that they have not been capable
of receiving the annual mortality. There are men who have unblushingly muade
the disposal of the dead a source of income to an extent that few would believe ;
some private speculators have long known that a frechold grave-yard is infinitely
preferable as a source of profit to any other. The want of space has produced,
among other inevitable results, a necessity for the disposing of bodies deposited in
places utterly inadequate to contain them ; they have been removed by various
means, the spade or pickaxe of the grave-digoer, or the application of lime. The
woodl of the coffins has been given away or sold in large quantities.

3519. Mr. Mackinnon.] Must not the deposit of a sack full of that wood in a
house produce very injurious effects >—No doubt it must; but the people cannot
see those active poisons evolved in their houses.

3520. You say that the poor are not in general aware of those gases impreg-
naling the air, and that no precautions are taken by them to prevent it *—1I cannot
see what precautions can do if they live constantly in this atmosphere, and their
children. I have invariably found that when a child or children have come from
the country and gone to a badly drained house, in a few weeks they will succumb
to the influence.  There is a chapel in Clement's-lane, ealled Enon Chapel, to
which I have before referred; there is a cellar underneath it, not covered with a
lath and plaster defence, and there is nothinz to prevent the exhalations passing
up. In this there have been deposited about 12,000 bodies in about 13 years ; on
an average 30 bodies a week were buried there for a considerable time; it is
used as a place of worship every Sunday, and is now occupied by a society who
hold public meetings. I am quite amazed that such a p?uce should have been
permitted to exist. Sixty-four loads of bodies and earth, mixed together, were
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G. A. Walker, Esq. removed. Such was the intolerable stench that numbers left the place, and very
—————  commonly, during the services held here, four and five women have been carried
4 June 1840.  out in a fainting condition.

3521. In your opinion did that arise from the stench of those bodies 7—1 think
so, decidedly. Many have suffered seriously in their Lealth. One man, whom I
have recently examined, attributes a malignant typhus, which held him to his bed
during seven months, to the exhalations from the bodies beneath, and I believe he
was correct in that opinien. :

3522, Chairmean.] This evidence you have given of a particular spot, is strongly
confirmatory of your general opinion of the necessity of burial-grounds being re-
moved from large towns f—Certainly. :

APPENDIX.
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Appendix, No. 1.

PAPER delivered in by 7. Southwood Smith, m.0.; g0 March 1540.

ABETRACT of a Rerort on the Prevalence of Fever in Twenty Metropolitan Unions,
during the Year ended the 25th of March 1838,

Arrextion having been directed to the g-cm:ml prevalence of fever in London, and more  Appendix, No. 1.
especially in certain of the Melro{in]il,m], Unions, it was desmed desirable to ascertain the —
actual number of fever cases that had occwrred during one year among the whole of the Report on Prevas
Eemns who had received parochial relief during that year in London, inasmuch as the '*h“‘m of Fever in

nowledge of this appeared likely 1o afford better means than had hitherto been obtained 'he Metropulis.
of forming an opinion as to the extent to which fever had been prevalent among the whole
}gopulntinn of the metropolis.  In order to obtain this information, a circular was addressed
rom the Poor-law Commissioners to the medical officers of the Metropolitan Unions,
requesting them to make a return of the number of paupers attacked witfl fever in their
several districts, during the year ended the 25th of March 1838. A formula was furnished
to each medical officer, according to which he was requested Lo make his return; in which
formula the cases of fever were arranged under certain ciusses, known from experience to be
sure indications of the prevalence of the febrile poison, in greater or less degrees of intensity,
The classes fixed upon were four ; namely, intermittent fever, synochus, typhus, and scarla-
tina ; searlating included from a conviction that it dees not differ in any essential
character from the other forms of fever, while it is just as certain a test as they are of the
prevalence or absence of malaria. Intermitlent fever, commonly known under the name of
ague, is characterized by the periodical return and disappearance of the febrile paroxysms,
as remittent fever is by the remission, instead of the intermission of those paroxysms. In-
termittent fever is the mildest form of fover, Synochus, commonly called continued fever,
in contradistinction to intermittent and remittent, because the febrile symptoms neither
intermit nor remit, but continue without ceasing from the beginning to the end of their
course, and often also denominated common econtinued fever, because it i3 the ordina
fever of the country, is much more prevalent than intermittent, and very much more formi-
dable and dangemus; yet it is less dangemua than wl:l!lun.; from which indeed it is distin-
guished chiefly by the milder character of the symptoms, and by the severer, or, as they are
often called, tge typhoid symptoms, occurring, if they occunr st all, which they often do in
bad cases, only in u!'e later stage of the disease. In general, also, in gynuchus, the internal or-
gans, namely, the brain, the lungs, and the intestines, the organs which chiefly suffer in fever,
are much less dizseased than they are in typhus.  This last form of fever (typhus) is charae-
terized by the early and great depression gclll of the physieal and mental powers, dependent,
a8 1s now ascertained, on the more early and much more intense disease of the brain, the
lungs, and the intestines, Scarlet fever, characterized by the scarlet rash, which in the
early stage of the disease generally covers the whole hody, is far less constant both in its
comparative prevalence amd in its severity, than the two last species, being sometimes so
mild as searcely to require any attention, but at other times being more severe and fatal
oven than t}'phu.s. anal approaching nearer to the nature of plague than any other dizease
with which we are acquainted.

Now it Is & matter of experience, that in seazons when an epidemic is mild, in conse-
quence it is inferred of the generation of a less quantity of the febnle poison, many cases
assume an miermittent form ; ot other limes, when the epidemic is more severe, the great
majority of the cases consist of synochus; and in other seasons, again, when the epidemic
iz of a mnlignanl. character, there will be soarcely @ case of imtermittent fever or of aynochuos,
but nearly all the cases will consist of typhus, or of a malignant form of scarlating, in
which the powers of life are overwhelmed at enee, and the patient is dead in 40 or 40 hours
from the first attack. What is true of seasons is true of localities. There are places well
known in which intermittent fever never prevails, synochus rarely ; almost all the cases are
typhus, and whenever scarlet fever breaks out, it invariably assumes a most severe cha-
racter ; these are precisely the places in which fever is most prevalent ; in which, indeed, it
is 5o constant, that when the medical officers are questioned alwout it, they say, * From such
and such a place fever is never absent.” The evidence being indubitable that these several
forms of fever are produced by one and the same cavse, namely, organic matter, vegetable
or animal, in a certain state of decomposition, the prevalence of these species of fever was
taken as the means of testing both the intensity of the febrile poison and the extent and
constancy of ils presence. Tn the formula ziven in the circulars transmitted to the medieal
officers, the males of those that were attacked with fever were distinzuished from the
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females, also the apes were recorded, from the age of 5 to that of go, and the event in each
case was specified, whether recovery or death. \’Fhen the formulas were sent back from the
medical officers, filled up, the proportion of the number attacked, both to the general popu-
lation and to the pauper population, and the proportion that recovered or died in each
locality, at the several ages specified, whether male or female, were made out from the
Returns, in the same manner, and with the same care as the mathematician ascertains the
state of the |mﬁlllnlim1 and the value of life, from the registers of the births, marriages,
and deaths. The comparison of the facts thus ascertained affords very remarkable restﬁetsj
among the most striking and instructive of which are the- following :

From these Returns it appears, that the total number of persons in the Metropolitan dis-
tricts, who received parochial relief during the year ended the 25th of March 1838, was
77,180, and that out of this number, 13,072 were the subjects of fever,

OF these there were :—

Attacked with intermittent fever

- - = =  joz
- synochus - - - - - - 5.01%
— typhus - = = 4 = - 5ibg2
— scarlatinag - - - = = - B

Torar - - - 13072

On comparing the Eauper population of a district with the general anu]nliun, it appears
from these Returns, that there 18 no wniform relation between them ; but on comparing the
number of paupers attacked with fever in any district, with the actual number of paupers in
that district, itis scen that there is still less relation between the one and the other ; clearl
indicating, that the prevalence of fever in a particular district depends upon causes whic
operate specially within that district, Thus, in Bermondsey, the number of paupers was
a,000, the number of fever cascs was 503; while in Belh:ml-grcr_-n, the number of paupers
being 5,652, the number of fover cazes was 1,200 ; more than twiee as many. In St Ge
in-the-East, the number of paupers being 6,860, nearly double that of Bethnal-green, the
number of fever cazes, (27, scarcely exceeds one-half. Greenwich, compared with Bethnal-
ren, afforded nearly double the number of paupers, 6,607, but considerably less than one-
halll the fever cases, 522, In Lambeth, the number of paupers 153 more than double the num-
ber 1n lieﬂmnl-gmen, but the fever cases in Lambeth exceed those in Hellnml—grcen only
by 4og. In St. Martin’s-in-the.Fields, the number of paupers being only one-third less
than those of Br_-tluml-g-rcnu, the fever cases in the latter are nca.rl_-,r errht Limes more than
thoze in the former.  In Whitechapel, out of 2 pauper pulation {rI"E:i,-]ﬁ, 2,404 were the
s.uhjects of fever, 111::.1‘[3,1' one-half; but in St (_n.'urgﬂvt IE—MTIIT.}'L’, the number of paupers
l:u:ing 1,407, the fever cases were 1,276, that is, the whole of the persons in this Union who
received parochial relief, with the exception of 101, were the subjocts of fover; a fact
which places in a most striking point of view the pauperizing influence of this disease,

These Retumns afford irresistible evidence of the fact, that the main sources of fever in
London are certain districts. Thus, taking altogether the 20 Metropolitan Unions, they yicld a
total of 13,027 cases of fever; but out of this number, 9,228 were afforded by seven of the
Unions only ; namely, Whitechapel, Lambeth, Stepney, St. George-the-Martyr, Bethpal-
green, Holborn, and 5t George-in-the-East. These are among at once the most populous
and the poorest districts ; and it iz here that fever is constantly committing its ravages. It is
utterly impossible for any description to convey to the mind an adequate conception of the
filthy and posonous condition in which large portions of all these districts constantly re-
Ti"; an adequate conception of this can be obtained only by an actual inspection of
them.

From theze Returns it appears further, that of the four primary forms of fever, there were
of svnochus, 7,017, that is, more than one-half of the whale ; of typhus, there were 5,062;
of agues g4o2; and of scarlet fever 861, about double the number of agues. Taking
tug'cl',her these soveral forms of fever, out of the total nomber attacked (13:072)s there were
1,281 deaths ; consequently, the average mortality of the disease, for the whele of Londan,
was somewhat more than ene in eleven; but on comparing the mortality in the different
species of fever, it is seen to be widely different; thus, n intermittent fever, out of 4oz
attacks, there were 25 deaths, that is, one in sixteen ; n s;.-nuchus, out of 7,007 attacks,
there were 344 deaths, less than one in twenty ; but in typhus, out of 5602 attacks, there
were 830 deaths ; consequently, this species of fover wos threefold more mortal than
gynochus ; while in scarlatina, out of 861 attacks, there were 76 deaths, or one in eleven ;
a very high rate of mortality for this form of fever.

These Returns place in a striking point of view the fuct, on which the attention cannot
be too steadily fixed, that all the distriets which are signalized as those in which fever is
most constantly and extensively prevalent, are invariably those in which the worst species
predominates; in which the severest cases occur, and in which, whatever be the species, the
mortality is the greatest. Thus, out of the 5,692 cases of typhus, the total number that
occurred in all the Unions, 4,002 of the cages were yielded by the seven Unions which have
been already specified as pre-eminently the malarian districts ; viz.

There
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There occurred of typhus,

In Whitechapl - - - - - - 1,505
Lambeth - - = - - 2l ik ey
Stepney - - - - - = - 469
8t. George-the-Martyr- - - - - 4fig [4,002 cases,
Bethnal-green - - - - = - 303
Hﬂlhﬂm = = = - - - = EQ'I'
Bit. ngﬂ—iﬂ—?.hﬂ—msl - - - - 5:55

On the other hand, in the following eight Unions, viz. Camberwell, Hackney, St. Martin's-
in-the-Fields, 3t. Olave's, Rotherhithe, Strand, Wandsworth and Clapham, and West
Ham, there occurred, of typhus fever, in all, only 648 cases; these eight Unions yielding
only 648 cases, while the seven malarian Unions yielded 4,002, In like manner, out of the
total number of cazes of scarlating (8617, there cccurred in three of these malanan Unions,
viz. Lambeth, Stepney, and Whitechapel, upwards of one-half (477); and out of the
total number of deaths produced by this disease (76), 45 took place in these same three

laces.

From the whole it appears, that out of 797,000 persons who have received parochial
relief, 14,000 have been attacked with fever, one-fifth part of the whole; and that out of
the 14,000 attacked, nearly 1,900 have died. It should Le borne in mind that there is no
diseaze which brings so much affliction into a poor man’s family as fever; it commeonly
attacks the heads of the family ; thoze upon whose daily labour the subsistence of the family
depends. The present returns afford melancholy evidence of the pauperizing influence of
this wide-spreading and mortal disease. ThEE show that while one-ffth of the whole pauper
population during the year in question, has been attacked with fever, in Bethnal-green the

portion was one-third ; in Whitechapel it was nearly one-half; and in St. George-the-

lartyr it was 1,276 out of 1,467. Placing out of consideration the suffering of the indivi-
dual atracked with fever, which, however, 15 one of the most painful maladies to which the
human being is subject; placing out of view also the distress brought upon all the members
of the family of the sick, 1t is plain that this disease is one of the main causes of pressure
upon the poor-rates. That pressure must continoe, and the same large sums of money must
be expended year after year for the support of families afilicted with fever, as long as those
dreadful sources of fever which encompass the habitations of the poor are allowed to remain,
Th-e!' would not, t]:c:,r could mot be allowed to remain if their natere were really understood,
and if the ease with which the most urgent of them might be removed were known, DBut
there do not appear to be an practicnh!r: means of removing them without 1egisl:1t'i1't inter-
ference ; and if the eare of the publie health be o part of the duty of the Leeislature ; if in
the Metropolitan Unions, which alone include a population of 851,000 souls, it be certain
that conditions exist which are absolutely incompatible with the public health, and which
conditions are to a very considerable extent removable ; and if it shall be founsd that similar
conditions exist in all the large towns in Great Britain, here would seem to be a proper and
legitimate field for the exercizse of legislative wisdom and power.

(signed) Sontfwood Swith.
To the Chairman of the Select Committes on the
Health of Towns.

Appendix, No. 2.

LETTER delivered in on the 8th of April 1840,

Lerrer from John Roberion, ]:l-q Eurgeon at Manckester, to the Chairman,

Sir,l ; ) Manchester, 2 April 1840,
I legislating with reference to the health of towns you will find difficulties (1 speak of
Lancashire) owing to the existence of local police Acts. For not only does ench manufac-
tuning town possess an Act, but Manchester has one for, | believe, each of the eight town-
ships which compose it; at all events, each of the larger townships has its own police Act,
The conjoined towns of Manchester and Salford, commonly known by the inclusive name

Manchester (consisting of eight townships, namely, Pendleton, Salford, Broughton, Cheet-
ham, Manchester, Ardwick, Ehmlmn-uwn—Me:Iluck, and Hulme, with a population of pro-

bably 260,000 souls) is a huge overgrown village, built according to no definite plan, The
factories have necessarily sprung up along the watercourses, which are the rivers Irk, Irwell,
and Medlock, and the Rochdale Canal, and the dwellings of the work-people have kept
increasing on the confines of the factory districts. The interest and eonvenience of indivi
dual manufacturers and owners ﬂmePE“;’ has determined the growth of the town and the
manner of that growth, while the comfort, health, and Lappiness of the inhabitants have not

1 considered till subsequently, if indeed (which is doubtful) they are much regarded even
now.

Until twelve years ago there was no paving and sewering Act in any of the townships ;
even in the township of Manchester, containing in the year 1831 upwards of 142,000 inha-
bitants, this was the case; and the disgraceful condition of the streets and sewers on the
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invagion of the cholera you have no doubt leamed from Dr. Ka}r’s able and valuable
pamphlet. At this present time the paving of the streets proceeds rapidly in every direc-
tion, amd great attention is given to the drans. Upen the whole, it is gratifying to bear
testimony to the zeal of the authorities in earrying on these salutary improvements, especially
when it iz known that no street con be paved and sewered without the conzent of the OWNELS
of property, unless a certuin large proportion of the land on either side is built upon,
l:lwing to this cause several imporiant strects remain Lo this hour diseraeeful nuisances.

Manchester hag no Buil-:]ing Act, and henee, with the exeeption of certain central streets,
over which the Police Act gives the Commissioners power, each proprictor builds as he
pleases. New cottages, with or without cellars, huddled together row behind row, may be
seen springing up in many parts, but especially in the township of Manchester, where the
land is Ilif__.:hﬂr in price than land for cottage sites in other townships is. With such pro-
ceedings as these the authonties cannot interfere. A cottage row may be badly drained,
the streets iy be full of pir_'i, brimful of starnant water, the receptacles of dead cats and
l.ing_-a, yel no one may find faunlt., The ||u|ntv:r of cellar residences you hayve thﬂhljl"
learned from the papers |m!:|-Eis|ll.'r.i h:,r the Manchester Statistieal $|:hr:i|a:t:|rF I8 very great in
all quarers of the town: and evenin Hulme, a large portion of which consists of cot
recently evceted, the same En’wlim is eontinued. ‘That it is an evil must be obvious en the
slightest consideration, for how ean 2 hole underground of from 12 to 15 feet square admit
of ventilation so as to fit it for a human habitation

We have no authorized inspector of dwellings and streets. If an epidemic disease were
to invade, as ]mppc:um] in 1832, the authorities would probably order in!cPr-l:'tinn, as they
did on that occasion, but it wounld be merely by general permission, not of rizht.

Bo longx as this and other great manufieturing towns were multiplying and extendin
their branches of manufacture and were prosperous, every fresh addition of operatives f'n-unﬁ
employment, good wages, and plenty of food ; and so long as the families of working people
are well fed, it s eertain they maintain their health in a surprising: manner, even in cellars
and other close dwellings. Now, however, the cose is different.  Food is dear, labour
scarce, and wages in many branches very low ; consequently, as might be expected, dis-
ease and death are moking unusual havee. In the years 1833, 1834, 1835, and 1836 (years
of progperity), the number of fever cases admitted mto the Manchester House of Recovery
amounted to only 1,685, or 421 per annum ; while in the two pinching years, 1838 and
1834, the number admitted wag 2,414, or 1,207 per annum. [t is in such a depressed siate
of the manufacturing digtricts as al present exists that wnpaved and badly sewered steebis,
narrow alleys, close unventilated conrts and cellars, exhibit their malign influence in ?::E-
menting the sufferings which that greatest of all physical evils, want of sufficient food,
inflicts on yourg and old i large towns, but especially on the young.

Manchester has no public park or other grounds where the population can walk and
breathe the fresh air. New streets are rapidly E!l!ﬁnfllng in every direction, and so
already is the expanse of the town, that those who live in the more populous quarlers can
geldomm hope to see the green face of noture. It is true, mthing contributes more to the
salubrity of o town than liberly to extend its limits in every direction ; in that case, the
streets, it may be expected, will be spacious, and the buildings of moderate heizht, wherchy
a free circulation of air will be secured even in the most central parts; but this liberty
admits of abuge, which certainly happens when no public walks or grounds are reserved for
the mhabitantz, In this respect Manchester is dizgracefully defective, more so, Pu}rhups,
than any other town in the empire.  Every advantage of this nature has been sacrificed’ to
the gettmg of money in the shape of ground-rents.  The evil iz perpetrated, and cannot now
be remedied, at least without an expense too great to be thonght of.

Forty vears apo this island sapported a population of less than 11,000,000, and ite arable
surface was divided amongst perhaps as large o number of proprietors az it is at present. But
how great the change in t]::lL{lt'iEprI‘iﬂd ! About 7,000,000 of inhabitants have been added
Lo the then existing stoek, o large proportion of whom are congregated in towns and villages,
and depend for bread on the wages of labour.  Unguestionably, therefore, new laws and
regulations are beeome necessary for sanatory purposes in the eivie govenment of towns.
Ew:r_lf' year shows, that ot the rich amd the miclligent, ﬂspmil]“y upon the Christion, and,
above all, upon the Christian I,.cgislntttre, new nndkjmﬂer duticz are ilewlving. But the
evils which exist are so numercus, and the subject under inquiry is one of so complex a
nature, so vast and so overwhelming, that [ feel mysell compelled to be silent with respect
to the remedial measures, and to subscribe mysell, with the greatest respeet,

Y ours, &e.
To R. A. Blaney, Esq. u,p. (signed)  Jokn Roberton.
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In this Index, Rep. p. vefers to the Page of the Report, and the Figures following the Names w
the Questions of the Evidence,

A.

ABATTOIRS. OGreat advantage to be derived from abatioirs; they are generally
adopted on the Continent, Jenks 2792 ——See also Slaughter-houses.

Arr v COURTS :

Generally—Free currents of air might be produced by cutting openings, which might
be done at a moderate expense, Suitk 54.

Saffron-hill, Hollbory Union.~There are numercus courts and alleys, several of which
have no current of air, Wilkes 410-418.——>8er also dlleys.  Coures.

Mderﬁarmtrm. Mass of misery and impority from the back of Aldersgate-strect 1o
Golden-lane, and thenes to Bethnal-green, Jordun 159. .

A =rotr (Bethnal-green).  Accomulation of filth in it; wretched construction of the
ouses ; prevalence of fever, Smith 48.

ALLEYS:
Ashton~Tronts of houses in many instances very near each oviher, Ashion 200q.

Leeds.—Numerous Il'lle_u amd _'!.'nr-:ls in which free eirculation of wir 18 F‘revented from
~ their construction, Williamson 1713,——See also Courts.

Arnott, Neil, s.p. Sig'!lmalj-a'm of his Evidence.}—Neglect of drainage in great towns is the
cause of [evers and other illnesses, 505, 506——DMNecessity of having sloping drains, and
of paving all courts and alleys, 507 OF a plentiful supply of water, 500 And an
effective service of scavengers Lo remove offal, 510 Importance of ventilation by
wide streets and well-constructed houses, 511——Malarin arises from burial-grounds
where the bodies are not covered deeply enough, 512-514———Disgusting state of parts
of Wapping, Ratcliffl Highway, and Stepney, inspected at the request of the Poor Law
Commission ; prevalence of fever, 517=-520—Typhoid fevers would disappear under
proper sanatory police regulations, and at o less expense than is now incurred in main-

_ taining orphans and widows, 521-523.

Malaria injnrea the health generally, and then all diseases become more serions, 524,

2F Proofs of want of drainage causing fever, 528, 520——Case of a school at the
ack of Euston-square in which sickness disappeared afler the filling up of a lake of
fillh, 530——3Scantiness of lood is an exeiting cause of fever and other sickness, 532~
534——1In the subuwrbs of London, where there has been an increase of building, no
attention has been paid to drainage, 536-538——Some compulsory power o enforce

cleansing and drainage is necessary, 530, 540.

The wind blows into courts, which would in that way be ventilated, excepi that there
huimg no 1ilnmug|lfﬂr1}, filth is thrown in and nceumulates, Hl—mﬁ—'ﬂmrn should be
some auvthority to enforce communication with the sewers, and to prevent cesspocls
heingi'ldup: below the level, 547, 548.

A board of health for the whele kingdom would be excellent economy, and only
Justice to the great body of the labouring classes, f40-556. 581, 582 The board
of gu:‘mﬂ.ilnn would be the fittest anthorities for carvying sanntory measures into effect,
557, 5s%——1It would be their office 1o prevent sickoess ; now, their only care is to cure
it, 5.5!9-561 Caze in which the hicher classes were affeeted with fever on account of
defective drainnge, s62——The porth-west of London is the most healily, as the pre-
vailing winds are souwih-west and north-east, 564——Wherever there is drainage the
habits of the people are more cleanly, 564, 565——The children of a class of persons
living from generation to generation in crowded cities visibly deteriorate, 566-579
Houses opposite to gullyholes may be affected with fever, 574—— The slaughtering of
cattle in erowded plages, and in cellars, must be injurious 1o health, 575580,

Injury arizing from churchyards, 583 ——Ilgnorance displayed at the Zoological Gardens
in placing animals in an unventilated houvse, 5853-—Extraordinary scenes of mtemperance
in 5t Giles's on a Saturday night, 584-587——Stinted growth and weak constitutions of
children of drunken parents; they die very soon, 588-500—The cvils of spirit-drink-
ing have increased of late, 501-504 The open spaces in the eastern parts of London
are not benehicial to health, being (ull of ditches and stagnant water, 505-507 Much
sickness is caused by want of fuel; the poor think that spirits will supply the place of
fire, 508, s00—The poor use their fuel very uneconomically ; plan of Connt Romford;

. FF4 witness's




224 ARN BAL [ﬂﬂlm of

Report, 18go—contined,

Arnoit, Neil, s.n.  (Analysis of his Evidence)—continued.
witness's invention of cooking apparatus, Ee. in a stove that will cost only 1d. or 2d-
a day, Goo-612 Ventilation would be improved ot the same tlime, G13-615 On
Eulnia}' many of the poor go from their houses; those who have not clothes conceal
themselves, G106, G17.

Ashforth, Mr. Care taken of the children in his mills, Symons 1175-1177.
Ashion, Mr. Stare of workmen at his factories, Fletcher 1272,

.dsﬁ.l'r.lm. State of working classes, Cobden 1811 Evidence as to population ; mode of
building in Ashton, Adshton 25097 Fewer cellar rezidents than at Manchesier and
Li'l.'-r:rim:rl 3 bad BEWETZE and ventidanon, Hood 2241,

Ashion, Themas. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Resides at Hvde, near Manchester, 2506
Lives near Ashton, Staleybridge, and Dukinficld, 2507 Extent of population ;
inhabited principally by working classes, 2509 Not so many houses built in close
courts as inother towns, 2601 In the allevs the frones of houses aré in many instances
ver{ near each other, 26og——Drainage very good in Dukinfield and Ashion ; in Sta-
leybridge prineipally good, 2tioy Principally surface draing, 2606 At present no
AT of insimcliu.tl.; such an arrangement very desirable, aiyi——All paving 15 op-
tional, exeept the public roads, which are done under the Turnpike Act, cfi1g No
building regulations in respect of space, 261y Nor any system of inspection as 10
cleanliness, 2620——Water very well supplicd under recents Aets of Parliament, 2621

No places reserved for the exercise of the pecgﬂe; Lut the places being small, inha-
bitants can get out to the surrounding districts, 2623——A general building Act, which
would promote improvement in the dwellings of the poor, wonld be of great use, 2624
If the houses are not comfortable, the working classes are much more likely 1o
resort ‘o the publie-houses, afias.

Ashworth, Fdm, {:1n:l|:,'5i5 of his Evidence.)--Tesides at Turton, near Bolton, 1834——0
I’upulnlinn of Buolton H0,000, lE;j,ﬁ A considerable increase in the honses in the Jast
15 years, 1837, 1838 A great portion of the small houses built back 1o back, 1840
——There are sewerage Acts, but they are very inefficient, lﬂiiu—llighly desirable to
have regulations as to buildings, sewerage, &c. in all crowded populations, 1844-1846

Schools in Bolion are without play-grounds, 1844, 1850——The moor was inclosed

20 years ago, without any reservation for the poor, 1855——Want of a larger class of

cottage for well-employed workmen, 1857——The supply of water is ample, good, and

cheap, 1858——There is o great demand for all sorts of cottages, 1872 Building
societies at Bolton prevail considerably among the poorer classes, but more freely

among the slmpkevprrs and better elass of Ftuplt, 13?5,

Ashworth, Mr. State of workmen at his [actory, Fletcher 1272,

Assessments (Dublin), Mode of assessing lor the sewers’ rate in Dublin, Maunsell 3245.
3248. 3258, 3250

Bl

Back-Ball Alley (St. Bartholomew’s). There is neither drainage nor ventilation; every
room is sccupicd by a family ; number of fever cnses, Miller Soo-8og.

Back-Bear Ailey (West London Union), Numerous cases of typhus fever ; want of venti-
lation and drainage; the city of London have made sewers, and not a case has since
occurred, Jordan 198-144 Fever has extended from Back Bear-alley to other
places, Jordan 167.

Baker, Willigm. (Analysis of hiz Evidence.)—Clerk of commissioners of sewers for Poplar
district, 1548=—— Almost all the disinict below the level of the river, 1553 Sewers
regulated by means of sluices, 1554 Amount of rate, 1554 Limehouse has been
much inproved, 1558 Tlhere are ne means of foreing houses o communicate with
sewers, 1561 Frequent applications to arch over the Grent Field sewer, 15606 =——
Abundance of drainage and sewerage in witness's district; drains want arching over any-
where that hovses are built, 1576——Power to enforee simultaneous cleansing of sewers
would be most important, 1580——=Commissioners have very muoch felt the want of this
power; proceedings been greatly embarrassed in consequence of not having such
power, 1581,

Baker’s-Arms Alley (W hitechapel). Effluvia arising from all sorts of putrefying matier,
andd want af Iigh!; and air, Smeph G, 66,

Baldwiv's Gardens (Holborn Union). A long street between Gray's-inn-lane and Leather-
lane has no sewer, and many of the houses are in a filthy state, IWhite 357-361.

Ballast Board, Dublin, Power of that body to prevent animal and 1'35'?13""3 maticr
being cast into the Liffey, Maunsell 32570.

Bartholomew's,
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EBartholomew's, 81., the Great, Negleet of drainage; filiby state of streets; stagnant
cesspools ; prevalence of fever, Miller, 7906-8oo.

Barns:

Generally —Establishment of public baths for the benefit of the poorer classes very
necessary, Rep. p. xx. xxi.; Fletcher 1305; Duncan 25015 Jenks 2779.

Leeds—Two public baths in Leeds; one for betier clusses, and one, to a certain
extent, used by working classes, Williamsen 1774.

London—Public baths could be supplied with water at a small expense, Moseley
10441055

Westminster-road, Lambeth—Dimensions of the baths in the Westminster-rond, charge
for admission, supply of water, &e., Sowten, gulio-g102,

Haj-mrfr Sewer. Was executed by Gﬂv&mm{-nt, !:-}' an ssue of Extlu:quer bills, to be
pﬂid off in 1wenty years, White 2504 This maode might be spplied 1o most towns,
charging the capital borrowed on the rent of the houses, White 2504.

Beckwith-row (Bethnal-green).  Aceumuolation of filth in it ; wretched construction of the
houses ; prevalence of fever, Smilh 48.

Bedworih, ]!II'[JH.H‘EII stale of Bedworth sinee the arrival of the present rector 3 his suc-
cessful exertions to ameliorate the moral condition of the people, Fletcker 1246,

Benefit Societies. By no means so general as might be desirable, Fletcher 1331.

Bethnul-green. Miserable siate of the population, Rep. p. v——Dampness of Bethnal-
green ; practice of silk weavers to close their windows, Smith 25 The open ﬂ{rﬂu&;
in Bethnal-green bcihg ncgluui--d and filled wih stagnunt woter, insiend of :uing
healthy, are iltjur'ml.lﬁ, Smith 128-1730 Iz not g.;rnemﬁy crowded ; there 1s no reason
that it should pot be healihy, except that the necessary precautions are not taken,
Smith yo—— Large stagnant open diteh behind it ; inbabitants constantly suffering from

fewer, Smilh Go.

Bethnal-green Union, Number of pauper fever cases which oceurred in the union in the
year 1838, Smith 19-21——Expense of fever cases to this union, Smith 3o,

*  Birmingham. Siaie of Birmingham ; necessity for savatory reguiations, &c., Rep. p. xin——
Entirely devoid of open spaee; Muauchester and Macclesfield also without any such
convemence, Flefcker 1241,

Birminghaw Clubs. Generally speaking, more popular among working classes than benefit
gocivties not well managed, Fletcher 1351,

Blre- Anchor Yard {“’hiluchapn’:l}. Accumulation of filih; negleet of drainage; preva-
lence of fever, Smith Go,

Board r.lfﬂmifﬁ. Advisable 1o establish, in SVETY Lown of a certain amount of po ulations
a board of healith, with particular duties, Rep. p. xviiiy driot? 546-556, 581, 5823
Williamson 1888, 1805. 1938, 1040; White 25593 ; Swith 2742 ; Hodven go002 ; Maun-
sell 3295. 320%. 3303-3390-

Bone-boifers. Necessity of removing the bones from the bonesboilers’ yards in the midst of
a densely peopled distuct, where tllr:,' are decomposed for manure, Moseley 1016-1034.

Bone-boiling.  Should, in crowded populations, be put down by law, Pennethorne 2880,

Booi-ond-Shoe Yard, Leeds. Cases of malignaot fever continually sent to ihe fever hos-
pital, Williwmson 1G78.

Bordesdley District, Birmingham, Dad state of the dwellings of this district, Wood 2274
gp#h sewerage in this quarter, Wood 2081-2284.

Bradjord. Stae of Bradivrd as to sewerage, drainage, courts, lodging-houses, &e., Wil
liarnson 1801,

Building Aet. Piovisions proper to insert in any new Building Aet, Rep. p. xv——~»An
improvement in the Building Act, 10 prevent persons building courls, would be desirable,
Biyles apg-257 Desirable 10 have general Building Act, that should luy down general
regulations e prevent such forms of structure as are injuricus, Pernethorne 2831
Proper regulations as to Luildings snd widih of streets should be entorced, Iilliamson
1870——A gencral Building Act would promote improvement in the dwellings of the
poor, Asblon 2624: ond would Le advantazeous, Cubiti g407——0bsiacles 10 the
drawing a gencral Building Aet, Culutl 3421-3423,

Dblin.—Powers |:m|m5£-:|. o he grnnl.e:d under a Building Act fur Ireland, Maunsell
aa20-4341——Necessity fur a Building Aet ior the city of Dablin, Mawnsell 3328,

London —Principal provisions of the Building Act are for the purpose of insuring
thickness of |aart_y—wnllljﬁ, and to prevent accident from fire, White 2545——Want of
regulations ; some general law on the subject necessary, White 25535-2558——Nothing

384, GG impracticable
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Building Acl—econtinued.
impracticable in a general Building Act, the regulations of which might be carried ont
by local authorities, Wihite 2550——1In the neighbourhood of the metropolis, the Building
Act does not ke in many plices which are now growing very populous, Smith 2636
—— At present there are seven rates or classes of buildings, Smith 2664— London
Building Act; its powers, Pennethorne 2828,

Building Regnlations :
Ashton, fe.—None at Ashton, Staleybridge, or Dukinfield, Askion 2619,

Liverpool —No regulation in Liverpool as to buildings, Weod 216g——=Good building
regulations would Le very favourable to the health of the working classes, Wosd 2170
Extent of Building Act puwers in Liverpool, Duncan 2498.

Building Socteties, Bolion.  Building societies at Bolton prevail considerably among the
poorer classes, but more frequent among shopkecpers and better class of people, Ask-
worth 1875,

Bulkington. State of the population in the village of Bulkington, Fletcher 1235.

Burial-erounds. Continvance of burying-grounds in the midst of populous cities is most
injunious Lo health, Rep. p. xx Malaria arises when the bodies are not covered deeply
enough, Dr. draott, 512-514. 587 There are several between Golden-lane and Bun-
hill-row, and are very injuricus, Moseley 883-885—Highly prejudicial 1o the health of
towns having burial-grounds in the central parts of the town, Jenks 2587 Choice of
sites for bunal-grounds, Jeaks 2780, Walker 3134-2190, 3488, 3494 Doubtiul whether
huli:]l-piut'es are detrimental to the health of inhabhiants, Hw.fg.,wﬂ FO20.

See nlso Uemeleries.

Bury. State of working classes, Coliden 1811—— Fewer eellar residents than at Manches-
ter amed Liverpool 3 bad sewerage and ventilation, Woeed 2241,

Pyles, Samnel,  (Anulysis of bis Evidence)— Lives in Choreh-street, Spitalfields; NI:HI’I{‘I‘]
to the Poor Law Comumissioners on that distriet, 176, 155 Warst places in the
Whitechapel Unicn enumerated ; they have been the consiant abode of fever, 178——
And in Spualfields pari-h, 1 79— Sta1e of Hedson’s=court ; when persons die ol fever,
their rooims are let immediaely, without any precaution or warning, 180, 182, 183
Defective state of the drainage in all the couris and alleys, and some of the back streets,
181—— Under the New Paolice Act the district surveyor is liable to a penalty if a noisance
ix net removed when pointed out o him, 184 Much expense is cast upon the poor
sate by the sickness of the poorer classes ; il" the causes were removed a grear saving
would be effected, 185-190———0ne of the greatest imgrovements 1o the disteiel would be
the opening of spacions and extended thoreughfares, 191, 192——The commissioners
of sewers cannot make persons communicate with the sewers; on the comrary, there is
a penaliy for communicating with them, 193-196 In many parts of the Tower Ham-
lets there are ancient above-ground watercourses, which, being cbstructed by houses,
form into stagnant posls, 157 There are houses"with 10 or 12 rooms, and a Family
in each rosm, 151!'] The district is well 51.1|r|:|i-|:-d with water from the East London
Campany, 190,

The sewerage is not regularly inspeeted, but only casually by the ingpector of pavements,
200—-211 There should be a power fiom the Governiment to attend to measores of a
saratory nature, 214 Small-pox 18 prevented in a great degree by veccination, bug
when it does oeeur it is of the confluent kind, 216, 215.

The efficiency of schools is much diminished by the conditionof the children’s homes,
21 8-220——There is no play-ground to the schools except to' Hare-sireet Fields British
Sehool, 221 They use much coarse bad fish, which disposes them to disorder, 222
pon The children in the silk weaving factories have cocon for breakfast, 2e6-228

General wages of the district, 230——Marked difference between the children of

weavers and of other peulﬂeg 1||n'}r are sul:gieut to aerefulous discases, 2q1-295——"The

weavers work in very close rooms, 236-238——The surveyor of pavements is the only
officer who has power to jemove nuisances, 230-243—-—Neglect of landlords to cleanse

their houses; cases inowlhich persons died of fever on entering an unclean howse, 244

——There should be an officer of health in every neighbourhood, to assist te medical

officer, 245. 250 He should be independent of local authorivy, 246, 245 The

whole anention of oue person w puld Le occupied, 248, 240——"Tlie expense should be

Lorme by the county, 251 Fever hospials appomt officers of !.hihi_ kind, but Il_l.u_-,,r

frequently meet with dithiculties, 2512— A good :?'su.-m of sewerage is the first thing

to be anended 10, 253, 254——Inprovements in the Building Act to prevent persons
building courtg would be desivable, 255-257—— Disgusting neglect of privies, a great

source of typhus fever; improvement of Wentworth-court in this respect, 258, 250

Great nuisance of lodging-honses 3 there is no power of inspection, 250261 Great

imporiance of a thorovghfare, as recommended by the Committee oo Metropolitan

lmprovements, 22,

-
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Camberwell, Surrey Ihistriet Sewers,  Application from boord of guardians, Camberwell, (o
commissioners of sewers; line of sewernge has been forimed under the poldie road from
Camberwell-green 1o Walworth, Drew, 1514 Sewer constructed a year since
Camberwell, of a mile long, at the urgent request of the inhabitants ; only one application
hes been made for opening a diain ioto the sewer, Newman, 2102 Bewer brought up
to & cerlain point Lo drain a stagnant ]J-nm] s inhabitants have not availled themselves of
it, Mewrin 2114,

Campden Gardens, Bethnal-green,  Extraordinary malignity of the fever in this place,
wliere the houses, if l:tupurl}r built and drained, are l11:u|I.i!I.l}' siwaned, Smich g2, 43,

u'[,‘qu-mfigbt-s.rmf, Whitechapel. Filthy and unwholesome state thereof ; prevalence of
tever, Smith G8.

Castle-strect, Westiminster.  Filthy and unwholesome state of the wlleys, Moseley 854,
855.

CELLARS :

Generally.—Mizerable habitationz, but not so bad as the word eellar would indicale
- genenally, Filetcher 1280——1f possible, the poor should be prevented or discouraged
Frum living in cellars, Williamson 1550, 1951.

Birmingham—Many persons live in eellars in Birmingham, which, when lighted and
well ventilated, are not unwholesome, Hodgson 3008,

Dublin.—Descripiion of the eellor dwellings of the lower orders in Dublin ; want of
- drainage, Maunzell 3180. 3182,

Hull.—Nao cellar residents in Huoll, Woad 25061,

Liverpoal -—Evidences a3 to cellar population, Cobden 1820-1830— Rent of collns

15 Bd. 1o 38 od. per week, Wond 21 55——Principal part of the streets in which the

© poor live have only surfece drainonge @ smell of cellars most offenaive, Wood 2 1 fi—

There are 8,000 inhabited cellars a2 the present time, Dhncan apyo——=atatement that

these cellars are dark, damp, confined, and ill ventilated, 15 quilE correct, {duanern 2373

Cellars frequently contain two and three Gunilics, Dawearn 2377 Miserable state

of eellars as o light and ae, Dunean 2g12——Exient of fever in the cellar population,
Diuncan 2415,

Munchester.—Number of personz resident in cellars in Manchester, Cofiden 1837
Cellar residences not so numerons at Manchester as at Liverpool, Weed 2210——Un-
_ healthy state of the cellar population, Serith 2G50-2653.
Salford —Number of persons resident in cellars in Salford, Cobden 1833,
See also Askion, Courls, Dvainage.

CEMETERIES :
France~Not allowed in France within a mile of the bills of mortality, Jenks 2788,

Naples—Cemeteries not permitted within two miles of the wown, Jenks 2788,

L}E&Fﬂr.lh. Commizsioners of Sewers should have power lo prevent the .'=-'rI||:i||g of cess-
pools, Heelis 295, Unwin 1413, Drew 1491, Smath 26go, 2601, Peanethorne 2855
Ces=pool drainage, in any general Sewernge Aet, should be prohibited altogether, White
2578 State of cellars in courts from the ouzing through of cesspool water ; frequently
holes dug in cellars o hold water, Duacen 2515 Too many cesspools allowed in
Brighton, Jenks 2962——OF great vse if commissioners liad power to prevent the
formacion of cesspools, Jenks 2773——"5tate of the drainuge of London 30 years ago,
during the prevalence of eesspools, Cubitt 3452. :

CHILDREN :

_ Gieneraliy.—The children of families living from generation 10 generation in erowded
eitics visibiy deteriorate, D, Arnote 506-573 Stupied growth and weak constitulions
of children of drunken purents; they die very soon, Dr, drnott 588-500=——The con-
stitution of children would not be 11"{1'1211 by the habitz of their parcis, ooless actual
disease had been engendered, Moseley 933-0y4——1Lijurious eliects of the filthy state of
the cluse streets and cours on the cinldren, Wood 2224, 2225,

Glasgow.—Ave very emaciated ; their occupations ; want of instruction, Symaws 1 100=
1V07. 1173, 11574,

Liverpoof.—Bad health of children in the erowded districis of Liverpool, Waod 2167,
a254. G oo CHOLERA :
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CHOLERA:
Birmingham.—S1ate of the town of Birmingham during the existence of the cholera,
Hodgson 2977.
Drogheda.~Town decimated by cholera, Maunsell 5322,
Edinburgh.—Absence of choiera from the village of Restalrig, Miller 3846,
Lambeth.—Effects of the cholera in the Sarrey disiricts of sewernge, from the flth of
the district ; 30 or 40 persons living in houses in the filthiest state, Newman 20g9.
Liverpool.—Extent of cholera, in 1831, in Liverpool, Duncan 2430.

Manchester.—Injurious effects of the state of the town on the inhabitants, demonstrated
during the cholera, Wood 2217,

8¢, Olave"s,—There bave been recent cases of cholera, Clarke 494, 405.

Saffron-kill—Evils of cholera much aggravated from the form of buildings and the
confined state of courts, and want of proper sewerage, Smith 2644,
Jee also Disease,

Churcherow, Limehouse. Inconvenience of a private drain; the inhabilants will not agree
together to eleanse it, Heelis qoo.

Church-street, Bethnal-green. The main thoroughfare has no drain; mode of cleansing,
Swmith 55, 56,
Clarke, John,  (Analysis of his Evidence)—Medical officer of Si. Olave’s union, 442
It is chiefly inhabited by the working classes, who obtain a precarious livelihood from
the wharls, 445 The Greenwich %il.““'il!" intersects the distriet, 447——7The inha-
bitants are principally Irish, and are crowded together in couris and alleys; the houses
are il built and ventilated ; Glihy siate of the privies buily over open ditches, 448,440
There is very litile fall in these ditches, and a great accumulation of filth takes
place, which generates 1yphus fever, 440-45% Population of the district; proportion
of the working classes, 453-455——Their mode of life predisposes them to fever, 450,
457 Their wages at the wharts are not enough 1o maintain their families, 45%-461
The supply of water is pocd, 4063 The people throw all the refuse and offal inte
the open gutlers, 404,
The leet jury have the power of presenting these nuisances, but no one takes sufficient
interest in the matter, 465-468 [tis the duty of the commissioners of pavements to
see that the courts and alleys are ‘Frnpeﬂy cleaned, 460—472——Sickness is ver:.rrpm-
valent amonyg the ehildren, 479 ery lew go to school, and those who do suffer from
the filth and evil example ol their homes, 4;4—4;8——-Numhﬂ of cases atiended ; num-
ber of fever patients, 470-482——3Small-pox hos prevailed very much, 483——The |
labouring classes would have no objection 1o the use of vaccination, 434—487——Vac-
cination modifies the disease so moch, that it hardly requires medical treatment, 48¢——
The parish 15 not above spring-tides ; the drainage might be well effecied by sluices,
JUo-4o% There have been recent cases of cholera, 404, 405 The great quantity of
rain last season cleansed the ditches, and there were fewer cases of lever, 4 =
The poor-rates huve been reduced more than one-half in the last three years, 500.
Cleanliness ;
Holborn Union—There is no system of inspection in this union to lead to elean-
liness, White 375-977 It would be a great advantage if power were given to
eleanse and whitewash afier fever, White 378-38:——The want of cleanliness has an
effect upon the moral character of the children, White 309, 410——Neglect predisposes
to epidemic diseases, Euvans 661.
Stepney Union.—There are many eourts in Limehouse in which illness prevails for
want of cleanliness, Heelis 278-a80,
Clement's=lene, Swand. Filthy stae of this lane, Walker 3125, 3153, 3154
mortality in that street Equa::iru that of the worst district in London, Walker 3155.
Clement's, ., Church, Strand, Intolerable nuisance arising from the stench of dead
bodies in the church, Walker 3501,
Coal. Importance of facilitating the acquisition of coal, Smith 123, 124.
See ulso Fuel.
Cobden, Rickard. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Resides at Manchester, 1808—State of
pulation at Manchester, Salford, Bury, Ashton, and Staleybridge, 1811-1817——
E-hjcnm pi to the state of the poor population in Liverpool, 1820 Courts in
Liverpool, 18z Cellar population, 1820-1830——HNecessarily, in large towns
mpi:ll?y increasing, a great number of streets not paved, and not soushed, which is of
course exceedingly prejudicial to health, 1831 But those parts of Manchester under
the management of commissioners are as well cleansed and soug hed as any town of “]E
same magnitude in the kingdom, 1831——Number of persons resident in cellars in
Manchester, 14,060 ; in Sallord, 3,935, 1833,
Caffins. Proof of the insalubrity of the courts in Liverpool, that the expense of boards
for coffins in one year amounts Lo 441 {., Wood 2149.

Cole-alley, Dublin.  Description of the habitations of the poor therein, Maunsell g208.
Commerctal

The
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Commercial Road., Evidence as to buildings erected in the Commercial Road by the
Mercers' Company, rent, &e., Smith 2722,

Contagions Disorders, Binmingham, Promotion of contagious disorders from the exist-
ence of beggars' lodging-houses, Hodgson 2000-2004.

L ﬁh_fd Tenmre, How cnp!-huld tenore temds 1o deteriorate the class of houszes builr,

nbitll 5443
Cork-street Fever Hospital, Dublin, Number of patients in that hospital, showing the
proportion from Cole-alley and Gill's-square, Maunself 3200,

Corrie, Dr.  His account of the extent of fever among the lower classes ot Birmingham,
Wood 2285,

CoURTS:

Generally.—The wind blows into them, but there being no thoroughfare, filth is
suffercd to remain, Dr. druot?, 541-540 A most injurions construction for heuses,
Fleicher 1274 Witneszs ententaing no doubt as to the necessivy of some legislative
ennviment, giving power 1o the local awborities for the purpose of cleancing und
impmvin:: the siate of these neglecied courts, Thsncan 24 52— Ay new hl!u]ding Act
should forbid the constuction of counts of a certain description, and building houses
back 1w back, Smith eGsti—— Every count should be of a width comparmive with the
height of the houses on either side, Smith 2658.

Birmingham.—Prevalence of close counts in the old part of the wwn, Hodeson 296,

Brighton—A great number of the populetion, chiefly fishermen, inhabit courts,
some under arches, others open at the end, Jenks 27506,

Dublin.—Construetion of the coorts inhabited by the lower suders in Dublin,
Maunsefl, 3152.

Hull—State of courts in Hull, North Mywon distvict, Woed 2324-2321.

Leeds.—DBad stute of the d\n-l.iings ol the poor; improvements reguisiie, Williamson
1l677—16g6.

Liverpool—Evidence as to their wretched condition, Cobden, 1823 Several of the
conrts have gixteen hovses; in one, with sixteen houses, Iurl11.' families resided, Wogd
2143 2271 close conrs in Liverpool, Dewcan 2580 Evils of courls from want of
ventilation, Dwrean 2g82-2901 Oun an average, six and seven amilies in each house ;
pechaps BG,400 inhabitants in Liverpool living in courts, Dancan 292 Couris

enerally extremely filihy ; scavengers remove filih only onee a week, Duncen 2307
igrﬂ\t many now building in Toxieth Park, [wunean 2436.

London.—Evidence as 1o the manner of planming courts in London 3 general construe-
ton very mjuricus o heaith, White 2540 Muny iustances of ill-buwilt cours in
Lundeon; generally every room vecupied by a family, all huddled togeiher, Smith 26y
—— Many insiances of courts in London with the worst veniilation, Nmith 2G54.

Manchester.—Close courts more common in Manchester than Biomingham, Fleteher
1273
Westminster.—Are very dirty ; uncleanly habits of the poor; the scavengers never
enter them, Weld 1196-1108. 12171214, 12201220,
See also Alleys. Bartholomew, St Bethnal-green. Building Ael. Cellars,
Children,  Cholera, Cleantiness, Coffins. Drainage. Furringdon-street,
Fever.  Giles, St.  Lodging houses.  Sewers.  Stepney.  Whitechapet.

Coveniry. Habils of people in Coventry superior to those of working classes in other
large towns, Fletcher 1234.

Crime, Birmingham. Promotion of crime in Birmingham from the existence of beggars’
lodging-houses, Hodrsn 29g0-2008.

-L'rmn-cuurt, “‘lllitl."{!].lul.ll,"l. Nas Eewerage in this court, Peeke 2014,

Cubitt, Thomas. (Analysis of lis Evidence }—A butlder in London, 3307 —The practice

of building houses back o back, in close courts, is extremely injuriouns o health, and
t'#tﬂ.'rtlingﬁ‘ dangerous in exses of fire, 3902— A general Building Act would be very
advantageous, but would be very difficult to enrry into operation, 34o07——Class of
persons usually proprietors of habitations of the poor, ggo8——=3Seldom that a capitalist
embarks in this description of propeny, 3400—— Proposed regulations for ensuring
htmp!r ventilation of houses and width of swects, g410——- Hegulations under the
failding Act for making pany-walls, 3414——"The poor should be potected against
nuisHnces ur:s'mg; from manufactoties and gus=works, 3417—A3 g{rnﬁnl system of
sewerage and dininage should be adopred; cleansing 15 whelly neglected in those
districis where the rates are difficult of collection, 3415.

Predilection of the lower orders to dram-drinking, and cause, 34:18—— The present
habitaions of the poor are extremely injurious to their morals, 3419 Obstacles in the
way ol agencral [;I.flil:linh,r Act, 3421-3425 Iwportance of providing airing-grounds
lor the lower orders ; the want of them diives people wio public-houses, 3423——No
street should be less than 40 feet in wilth, 3427 Popused regulations for cisuring
proper sewerage and dminage ; necessity for a public officer to prevent nuisanees Tow

aB4. GG 3 manulaclonics
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Cubitt, Thomes, (Anclysis of his Evidence)— conténued.

manufactories and pas-works, g428 No steam-boats should be allowed to ply that

- showed any smoke our of the funnzl, 3430—-Inatility of the Act for compelling the
owners of steam-engines o consume their own smoke ; case of an action brought against
a large gas-works for nuisance, and decision in favour of the ges company, 3431,

[miproved moral and social eondition of the working clusses 1o London, 3440——Huw
copyhold tenure tends to deteriorate the class of houses bailt, 34953 ——1It is rather a
disadvamage to the working population of London that everything in the shape of
houses is leasehold ; it would be a very geod thing if in every parish throughout
England there were eertain lands approprivied for building, where a man misht buy,
but not exceeding a cerain guantiiy, 3444 Heavy expense attendant on nm'lu;iug ot
a title 1o a small purchase, 3445——Dctects in the wﬂl.lilllig of the commissions of
sewers I London; none of the main sewers should be carried into the Thames, 2447
——Mr. Martin’s plan of drainage does not go far enough, 3448——FProposed plan for
remedying the sewerage in London ; the noxious mater should be lev out beyond the
river Lea; bad siate of the drainage fiom Paddingion to Chelses, 3440 Stute of the
liminugu of London filty years aro, during the |:rm'ul|.-m:|.- url:r.'x.-i[.:nn-h, 3452,

S‘\'alem of saving the manure formerly l:nfr means of laysialls, g4 ',g-——l""rnpugml
alterations in the board composing the commizsioners of sewers; e commission con=
sisis of oo large a number of persons, 3453 Advaniges of o general Sewerage Act
far regulating 1he deninage of large towns, 3456——The attestion of the Lesislature
should be directed towards framing a general Building Act and Sewerage Act, 3450,

Cul-de-Sacs.  Want of ventilation in places of this descripion, as instanced in several oul
of Drury=lane, Waller g46i4.

See also Affeys.  Courds.

D.
I}aM ES-SCHOOLR:

Generally.—Siate of dames’-schools, Wood 2348,

Birmingham.—DBeter regulated (han at Li*“ET‘gﬂﬂl and Manchester, Wood 2296 —
2[3; dames’-schools and g0o0 scholars, Wood sonh,

Liverpool.— Wretlehed siate of dames’-sehools, Wond 2185-2107—— Prices al schools,
2. 10 Gd. per week, Wond 21098,

Manchester.— U‘eplnmblu sinte of dames"schools, Fopd 2226,

Day-ScHoais:

Birmingham—~Sate of duy-schools, Woed 2304 -2307.

Liverpool.—Close and offensive atmosphere in the day-schools, Woed 2185,
Dead Bodies, See Burtaf Grounds. Cemeferies. Clements, St

Dewsbury.  Would be much benefited by some general enactment as to sanatory regu-
lations, as recommended by the Committee, Williamson 1807,
Diet.—Scantiness of food an exeiting cause of fevers, D, Arnoll 5532-594.
(Hm;mu.-—ﬁcmut}' diet of the people; potatoes and small quantity of meat ; thej,r
drink much s|riri1_=., Sywons 1180-1 185,
Lambeth.—The diet of the people is fish and spivits, Wagstaffe 737-730. 744-745-

INSEASE:

Glenerally.—People are enfeehled by a polluted atmosphere, and more disposed 1o
dizense, Moseley 872875, Bgb-8og——Malaria injures the health, and then all diseases
become more serious, D, Areoll 524, 525

Birmingham.—One great source of disease in Birmingham iz the existence of poor
lodging-houses, Hodesor 20g0. ]

Drury-Lane —Dreadful cases of disease in Wellington-court, Drury-lane, arising
from want of ventilation and accomulution of Gilth, Wadter 24095471,

Dublin.—Prevalence of disease in those parts inhabited by the lower orders, as
instanced by the mumber of patients from Cole-alley and Gills-square, Maunself g20q.

London.—8pread of disease to healthier places from want of regolution as to build-
ings, sewers, 8., Smith go, gl ——Other diseases besides fever prevail, such gs small-

x, meagles, and cholera, Swmith 10n0-113.

See alio Cholera.  Meoslfes,  Small-poy,

DisrENSARIES :
Live)pool —Medical relief w0 the poor genemally obtamned from the dizpensarivs,
Dunecan 2468,

Limelouse.~~There is no dispensary in this distvict ; proportion of sick to the popu
lution, Heelis ge5-027.
See also Ferer Hospital,
Distrie
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District Swrveyor.  An authority to enforce cleanliness and ventilation, simalar to thay of
distriel-surveyor, as to party-walls, but more extensive, is needed, Wagstafe 780-785.
See ulso Inspection.
Dmfﬂaﬁc :_;lf' Land., Effect of sewers in 1||::'Ii||.i||g Inncl= 3 a gq-m-ml benefit to houses where
they nre placed, Newmean 2126, 21 27.

DIRAINAGE :

1. Grnfrﬂ.l’{g,r,
2. T particulor Places.
1. Gewerally :

Some general power o enforce diainage abisolutely necessary, Moweley 026 ; Eifison
LGog; Fhite 2568 ; Jenks 2779 ; Penvethorne 2866 ; Hoduson 2g83 By proper diain-
age, much dizease might be removed ; to incur expense in making drains would be
economy, Smitf 2q. 31—-33—Neglect of drainage in large towns 15 the couse of fovers
and other illnesses, D, Arnol jo5-507— The want of it predisposes o lever § expense
thus thiown npon the parish, Wagsiaffe 688-Ggz Advamage of above-ground drain-
age over under-ground drainage, Hedgson 2980 Advantages ol a general Drainage
Act, Jenks 2770——Advaniage of a general Aet to compel commissioners of sewers to
make drains before the houses ave erected, Hodgson 2985 Proposed regulations for
eusuring proper sewoerage and drainage ; necessity tur a public officer 1o prevent nuisances
fremn manufactories and gus works, Cubict 3428,

2. In particalar Places:
Ashion awd S!:;Iﬂq{rlf;fgr.n-ﬂmi:mg:- in Aslion and Staleybrdge pril‘lﬂill&“_’" Enml;
generally surface drn||1:|gn'r, Asfiren 26,

Bethnal-green and Whitechapel.—~ Grealer prevalence of fever where drainage is bad ;
rli;.tr'tcm ol |::||,- |:|:i||l,r1‘| ont as delective i ReWErs |:|:; ill:: ||II|II|:|,:T of cases of ﬁ,"l.ht'r}
Smilh 7-1 Districiz in which thiz defect iz observed ; they are the most d{!llst].}'
Impulﬁlud, and by the poarest classes, Smith 10-13,

Birmingham.—Generally speaking, very superior in Birmingham to the Jarge towns
in l.aru_'njlim, Wood 2264, Natwral :]1,|Il';|,lltilzl'_l|!'ri. which the own of Birmingham pos-
sesses lor drumage, Hodgson 247 G— Closure of certain noisome drains duning the pre-
valence of the cholera in that town, Hodeson 2957 Defeet i the construetion of the
drains in Birminghom ; proposed remedies, Hodgson 2n8o——FEvils of the present system
of waking drains from hovses 10 mnin sewers, i‘ur{gsuu 2o8g In many parts of the
town the levels arve so high that they do not dewin 1he cellars, Hodgson 2g80—— None
should be constructed thet did net admit o man 1o 20 up and elean them, HModgsor 280,

Brightop.— A decided want of under-ground drainage, Jemks 2762,
Dirury-fane~General want of qlrailulgu in the courts and sllies in the l'ii'iliil_}' of
Drur}--lj;”{-, I afker 9468,

Dublin—Teason why the system of drainage in Dulblin is defective, Maunsell q297.
3244 s

Dudinfield —In Dukinfeld drainage very good, Ashion 2604.

Glaggow.—ILs defective state; 1o improvements were made while the popalation was
rapidly increasing, Symon's 106g-1051. 112311730,

Holborn Uniaw.—The health of the poor would be improved by better drainage, clean-
liness, and ventilation, White 408,

Limehouse District, Stepney Union.—The health of ihe inhabitants is very much
affected by the open drains ;i 1838 nearly every fawdly living near one of them was
affecied by fever, Heelis 267+ 270—"The drains communicating with the sewersare very
imperfect, Heelis 257,

Liverpool and Manchesier.— Dirainsg and «iagnam places left open in the |mlmlmis tliz=
inets immedistely round Manchester and Liverpool, Weed 2251,

St. Have's.—The parish is not above spring=tides ; the drainage might be well effected
by sluices, Clarke 490, 403.

Southwark.~The communications with the drains are negleeted, Evans 649-6y 8.

Spitalfields.— Defective state of the drainage in all the courts and alleys, and some of
the linek strees, Byles 151,

Wednestury, &c.—Defective state of the drainage in the Wednesbury, Bilston, and
Walsall district, Hodeson 3010,

Whitechapel Union.—Inudequacy of the regulations for building and draining described,
Smith 7g-83.

Sfﬂ%ﬂlﬂﬂ Bartholomem, St.  Cumberwell., Celluis, Cessponds.  Cleanlingss,  Courls,

SIS,
Irains to Sewers. Unm illinzress of landlords 1o incer « X Cnse in lorming diainsg to sewers,
Newsman 2117, 2120, 3

354 GGy
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Dram-drinking. The neglect of decency and cleanliness has a great tendency 10 dram-
drinking, Maunsell 3370 The misery of the people produces it, Maunsell 3373 ; Cubite
3418 Walker 3157. 3478, See a'sa Sperils,

Direw, Beriak. (Analysis af his Evidence.)—Clerk of Surrey and Kent distrier of sewers,
extending from the Ravensbourne to the Mole, 1470 Trust comprises Southwark,
Lambeth, Rotherhithe, Dl:ptr{rrd, B, 1472 Powers under loeal Act, 1473——Maode
of constructing and making drains ; application of landlords ; amount of contribution of
landlords, and rate, 1480——No power to force inhabitants 1o communicate with sewers,
1486 Great many cazes inwhich houses du not use sewers, 1487-148¢ No power
lo prevent the formation of cesspools being made below the level of the sewer, 14y1——
Arching over open sewers very benefieial to the health of the neighbourhwod, 1452
Amount of sewers-rate levied in the district about 64. in the pound, 1494 —A plica-
tion from board of guardians, Camberwell; line of sewerage has been formed umrer the
publie road from Caomberwell-green 10 Walworth, 1514 Carelessness of lowerelagses
as to sewers, 1524——Commissioners have power of inflicting fines on persons commu-
nicating with sewers without consent, 1527 System of inspeciion of sewers by sur-
veyors, 1535-1543

Drogheda. That town was decimated Ly the cholera, Maunsell 3322,

Dublin.  Neglected state of that portion of the city inhabited by the poorer elusses,
Mannsell 31090-3200.
Dublin Commissioners of Sewers, Powers of the commissioners, Maunsell 3237-3244——
Class of persons composing the board, and extent of their jurisdiction, Maunsell 3250
25T Inadequacy of their powers, and deficiency of their lunds, Mauusell 3253,

Dublin Wide-Street Commissioners. Power of the commission to regulate buildings in
Dublin, Maunsell 3150,

Dukinficld, Fewer cellar residents than at Liverpool and Manchester ; bad sewerage and
vertilation, Wood 2241 Evidence as to population, buildings, drainage, &c., dshton
2507-

Duncan, W. H.,m.p. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Physician, living at Liverpoal, 2363

Physician at the dispensaries, 2365——=Great increase in the number of buililings,

2368 ——There are 8,000 inhabited cellars at the present time, 2970——Statement that

these cellars are dark, damp, confined, and ill ventilated, is quite correet, 2373——

Cellars frequently centain two and three families, 2271, 2377 Close couris in Liver-

Etml, 2380 Evils of courts as to ventilation, &e., 2382-8901——On an average,

etween ix and seven families in each house ; perhaps BG,g00 inhabitants in Liverpoal

]i\'ing in courts, 2302 Ko court has an un er=gronnd sewer, 2an5——In the main

streeis, the greater number of those inhabited by the working classes, there are no sewers,

2305——"Couris generally extremely filthy ; scavengers remove filth anly anee a week,

2307- Averagze widih of streets where [T live, twenty-five feet, 2308 ——Bad swte

of privies i courts, 2301 Number of persons crowded in single rooms, 2408

Gireat mortality at Li\rc-llmul, vocasioned by the dreadiul state of these streets and

courts, 2400,

Miserable state of cellars, as to light and air ; frequently oo floor, 2412 ——Extent of
fevers in the eellar population, 2415 No authority has power of inspection in the
elosely-peopled courts, 2417 ——MNo inspection with regard 10 sewerage drainage, 2418
—— Amount lately land out in sewers; sum exhausted, ﬁqlﬁ——LucarArl not power 1o
force houses 10 communicate with sewers, Huu—-hlnualil}r i Limrin:.nl in various
years before and after the Registration Aet, 2427, 2428 — —Extent of cholers, 2430——
Such a state of things makes diseases more viralent than in other disiricts, 2433
Scarlet fever and small pox very prevalent among the poor, 2434——A great many
courts now boilding in Toxieth-park, 2436 Extent of Building Act powers in Liver-
}Juul, 2438 —— Imperfect regulations as to supply of water, 2442 Theze courts exempt
rom local axation, 2446——Only goo cotlages contribuie ; payments made by the
Conservative and Reform Association, c446.

Witness entertainz no doubt a8 to the necessity of some legislative enactment, giving
power to the lucal awhorities for the purpose of cleansing and improving the state of
those neglecied couns, 2452 Ewils of this flth and dire on the pll‘\'ﬂiu:r[ and moral
conilition, 2453, 2454 Wretched state of lodging houses ; worse than courts ; 30 or
4o collected sometimes in one house, 2460——A very large preportion of Irish, 2465
Spirit drinking prevails very much, among the females particularly, 2466 Medical
reliel generally procured fom the dispensaries, 2468 Expense of the Fever Hospital,
*24;‘0—-—Preva‘enm of fever and rheumatism in the crowded courts and cellars, 2471
2475 Paroelial m!wmmgvs in rates, &c. il cleanliness was more attended to, 2460—
24776——>State of ludging houses, 2480~—— Lodging houses shaunld be subject 1o sanatory
regulations ; should be inspected periodically, 2487 No power at present to interfere
inany way with the siate of eourts, 2488-2400,

There are no reserved places for the poor to exercise except St. James's Park, and the
two Cemeteries and the Pier-head, 2404-2407 A very great advantage if public
buths were provided for the poor, 2501, 2502 — Filthy state of Univn-court in Banaster-

slreet §

v
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Heelis, Robert. (Analysis of his Evidence)—comtinued.

miserable dwellings, 300——Management of the Stepney Union school; healithiness of
the children; they are taught to work, and learn gymnastic exercises, 313-g22.

There is no dispensary in the district; proportion of sick to the population, 325-327
Precarious life of the Irish working at the docks; numbers living together in one
house, 328——Injurious effect of teir ilth and destitution upon the children, g2 2
Small proportion who go to school, 333-337——The board of guardians would be
the best authonty to prevent these evils, 338—=The expense of fuel in the metropolis
affects the general health of the younger classes ; the houses are badly consiructed, and
require heat very mueh, 530-341—— Any good plan Iaid down for the houses of the pour
would not be generally adopred, g42.

Herlert, Mr. Mayor of Coventry; his evidence as to comparalive habits of wmi:ing
classes fnrml:rljr and at present, Fletcher 1 23 7=

Hadgson, John. (Analysis of his Evidence.)— Medieal man, residing at Birmingham,
2gbg——=Superiority of the habitations of the humbler classes in Birmingham, compared
with the towns in Lancashire, 268 Prevalence of close courts in the old part of the
1own, 240g It is the general me:LiL"B to buill houses in courts back o back ; want
of ventilation in consequence, 2g72—— Improvemenis effected in Birmingham by the
commissioners of sewers, 2074-2080——Natural advantages which Birmingham possesses
for drainage, 2076——State of the town during the {lhﬂrﬁ'lﬂ; closure of eertain noisome
drains during that periad, 2977——Defects in the construction of drains in Birmingham ;
prnpnsed remedies, 208p——All main drains should admit a man Lo o upand clean them,
2080 Advantage of a general Drainage Act 1w compel commissioners to make sewers
before houses are evected ; evils of the present system of making drains in Birmingham
from houses to main sewers, 2n8g Promotion of disease [rom the existence ol poor
lodging-houses, 2990—— Wretched state of the beggars’ lodging-houses in Birmingham,
a1 TIm}r sloul:d be I:Inced under a system of inspe::h:m, ngg;g—ﬂ.dvunmge or
an mspector of counts and alleys in large towns, 298 A board of health would be
very desirable in Birminghan ; the commissioncrs of sireets shoold be empowered to act
as such, goo2——Practice of keeping pigs in houses is very detrimental o health,
2005

Powers under the Metropolitan Police Act of abating nuisances; in all cases of
nuisance the landlord should be made the responsible person, the tenants being too poor
o reme:li,' the ewil cnnq;]uined of, go07 Many persons live in cellars in Bim‘li.nglum,
whicly, when well Iighlud and vemilated, are not unwholesome, go08——State of the
“habitations ef the people of the Wednesbury, Bilston, and Walsall district, go010——
Goodness of the supply of water in Birmingham, 3013 General bealthy state of the
peeple of Birmingham, 301 5——Prevalence of schools with play-zrounds avached, 3015
Advantoges of play-grounds to the health of the inhabitants, 3o15 Doubtful whether
burial-places are detnmental to health, o1 Putrid decomposed vegetable matter is
extremely detrimental to health, 3020——Superior stute of the poorer classes of Irish in
Birmingham ; they are chiefly employed by builders, go21, gozz.

Holborn. A court in the neighbourhood of Holborn horrible to go up ; ina most filthy
state, Smith 2647,

Holbore Union.  Parishes of which this union is cumfme:l, White 353

Holyrood Howse.  Stench on King's domains, Helyrood, so dreadful from the sewer water
used for irrigation, that the poor cannot walk there except on pavticular days, Simpson
1970—— Declared by the Queen's physicians to be unfit for a residence for Her Majesty,
on the ground of insalubrity, occusioned by the present mode of irvigation from the
sewers, Simpson 1088——The practice of wrigation prevails in the soyal domuin of
Holyreod, Stodhart 1995,

Hooping Cough. Disease much aggravated by the wretched manner in which the poor
live in large towns, Wood 224g.

Hevses:
1. Generally.
2, In particulur Places.
1. Generally:
New houses are not built betier than the old ones, Smith 125, 126——Any good plan
laid down for the houses of the poor would not be generally adopted, Heelis 342——No
dwelling=houzes in courts Shnllgd Le erected of greater height than the width of the

slreet, Ptﬂnf{l"r{"ﬂf: 2843——The practice of building houses back to back in close courts
is extremely injurious to health, and exceedingly dangerous in cases of fire, Cubitt g402.

384. HHY 2, In
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Hovses—continued,
2, In particular Places :

J'ﬁm.rilngﬁ;.'m.-w—ﬁU|H'liﬁﬂl_j' af the dwg‘:llingﬂ of the lower orders in Birmingham, com-
pnrt-:! with I.Ii_u :|1_1n|1ul':|u:lurmg towns of Lancashire, Hac.l’gsn.r.r afinH It is the geniral
Emimu i Birmingham to build houses in courts back to back, Hodgson 2g72——

dly constructed habitations of the poor in Birmingham, Cubitt g40a.

Lolton.—Great demand for cottages of all sorts, Ashworth 1857, 1872—— Great num-
ber of the small houses built back 1o baclk, A:Je.hcu;!k 1840, % R

Brighton.—Unhealthiness of houses run up back to back, Jenks 2728, 2750,
~ Limehonse District.—Many of the old houses in the confined courts are in a very
dilapidated state, and very damp, Heelis 285, 286 — Dilapidation of a house in Globe-
alley, Heefis 200,
Wednesbury, §c.—State of the habitations of the people of Wednesh Bilsta d
Walsall disinct, Hodgson g010. ¥ et bip o =

Huddersfield. Would be much benefited by the application of sanatory regulations, as
recommended by the Committee, Williamson 1885,

Hudson's Court, Spitalfields. Old and dilapidated state thereof; when persons die of
fever the rooms are let immediately, without any precaution or warning, Byles 180, 182,

184,
Humber Ward. State of courtz in that district, Wood 2332,

I'l

dnfected Houses. T!H:-IE ought to he power to prevent persons from entering them before
they hove been limewashed, Miffer 816, §17——mHouses infected with fever should be
shut up for a time and limewashed ; there 15 no power to compel landlords te do it,
Wagstaffe Goz-7oo.

Infections Disorders, Dublin.  Prevalence of infectious disorders among the higher classes
in Dublin, Mewrscell 3e75

Tuspection of Sewers :

Swurrey District.—System of inspection of sewers by surveyors appointed by commis-
sinners, [vae 1535=1543.

Tower Hamlets,—Nature of inspection of sewers under control of the commissioners,
Urnin 1462-1400.

Ingpectors, Appointment of. Great advaniage to the inhabitanis of large towns if an
inspector was appointed to enforee the due execution of sanatory regulations, Rep.
P XN System of inspection as 1o sanatory regulations most decidedly useful, Erans
653, Fletcher 1664, Williamson 1880, Simpson 1077, Dwcan 2415, Ashion 2611, Smith
2740, Jenks 2771, Pennethorne 2868, Hodgson 2094=-2998.

Trish Town, Manchester, State of Irish Town by the Medlock ; absence of paving, &c.
Fleteher 1262 In many parts houses stand back to back, Flelcher 1264,

Jrish, Birmingham. Superior state of the lower classes of Irish in Birmingham ; they are
chiefly employed by builders, Hodgson 3021, 3022.

Irish Lalonrers:

Holborn Union—1In this district there are many Irish labourers, who pay no attention
to their lodgings ;5 their health is evidently less good than that of persons living in better
streets, Whete ag1-494——The children, unless very strong, die early; there is much
typlus fever amongst them, White 505, 306.

Limehouse—Preearious life of the Irish working at the docks; numbers living
together in one house, Fleelis 528 Injurious effect of their filth and destitution upon
the children, Heelis q20-332 Small proportion of their children who oo 1o school,
Heelis 535-537——"lhe board of guardians would be the best authority to prevent these

evils, Heeiis 398,
_ Saffran-hill, Holborn Union.—The Irish frequently live five or six families together
in one room, with a donkey, pigs, or stale fish, Wilkes 426.

St. Hnrr.ﬁm'-}mm:'.:.—-—Tlmy eat a kind of focd which genemtnadismsc; they have |'-‘-:\'Fl'-'il'
wages than the English, are content with coarser foud, and are very intemperate, Miller
H14. B28-Ha2,

Trrigation,
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drrigation, Edinburgh. Nuisance near Edinbureh of the water from the*tommon sewers
used for the purpose of irmigation, Simdhart 1002 ——Practice prejudicial to health,
Stodhart 1993——A very general opinion that the salubrity of the air is affected by
the exhalations, Stodhart 2o0i——1DUse qf water from the common sewers for the pur-
pose of irrigation & greal nuisance, Simpioe 1057 Majority of medical ‘men of
opinion that the practice is unwholesome, Simpson 1955——Authorities in Edinburgh
have reported against ihe system, Simpson 1963 Manner in which the meadows on
the esst side of Edinburgh are irrigated, Mifler 3026 Alleged inecrease of disease
in Edinborgh, arising from recent increase of irrigation, Miller 5034 No incon ve-
nience, Miffer ;],D.]D—-Unpllrasanl simil| ilri*'sing from the admission of gas-water o
the stream that irrigates the meadows, Miler 3032 Degree of apposition shown at
various times to the plan of irigation adopted, Milfer 3047 Provision in the Ldin-
burgh Police Bill relative to the stream that irrigates the meadows, Miffer qo54——
Untounded a!lugmiun of the increase of fever in H:Iinburgh, on'j,ng io the syslem of
irrigation adopted in the neighbouring meadows, Milfer 3o47.

See also Holyrood House.

Isdington. Number of eourts ; they are as bad as in London, but have a more free circu-
laton of air, Meseley gog-g14.

I

Jacol’s Islund, Rotherhithe. Is surrounded by open ditches, and is very unhealthy,
Mozeley 1000-10112.

Jenks, G. 5. m.p.  (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Resident at Brighton, 2747 Has been
emploved in drawing l.q:_a sanatory report for. the Poor Law Commissioners, 2548—-
Consuderable number of ihe rer and working classes in Blighl:m? 2752——N great
number of the population, l:hu,-ﬂ}r fishermen, inhabit courls, some under arches, others
open, $754=2750 Unhealthiness of houses run up back 1o back, 2758, 2750——

oo many cesspools, and a decided want of underground drainnge, 2702, 2563=-2768
——No inspection ; witness infprmed by clerk 1o commissioners that there was no
anthority to interfere, unless a memorial was placed before the commissioners, complain-
jng al a pub[ic NUISANGE, axT1 Clommissioners have power to make undn:-r—gmulld
drains 2772 OF great vse, if commissioners had power 1o prevent the formauon o
cesspoals, 2773 General wanls of the poor as to sanatory regulations, ventilation,

ood water, sullicient drainage, width of strects, paving, and prevention of houses being

pilt Lack to back, and no under-ground dwellings, 2777.

Advantages of a general drainage Act, 2779——Public walks necessary, 2770—
Public baths for the people, 2770, 2780——There are many schools, und in general
there are play-grounds attached, 2781, ¢982——Highly prejudicial to the healih of
towns having berial-grounds in the centeal parts of wowns, 2787 Cemeteries in France
not allowed within a mile of the bills of mortality, 2788 At Naples not permitted
within 1wo miles, 2783——Choice of places for burial-groun ds, 278 Greal advan-
tage io be derived from abaiteirs ; genenally adopted on the Continent, 2792 Dis-

vantages of slanghter-houses in crowded populations, 2793,

Jokn's, 5t., Court, West London Union. Filthy and unwholesome state of this court;
raging of typhus fever and small-pox, Jordan 145, 146.

Johw's, Bt., Btreet, Bethnal-green. Prevalence of malignant fever in this street; crowded
state uf the houses, Smith 5o,

Jobirson's Change, Whitechapel, Filihy and unwholesome state of ity prevalence of fever,
Swmilk G,

K.
Kennington Common. Might be improved as an exercising ground, Wagstafie 753-750.

Kensington, Lord. Dilapidated state of property in St. Bartholomew's; it ought to be
pulled down, Miller Bofi-Bi0.

Kent-street, Southwark.  There is an open ditch ; almost every inhabitant had the typhus
fever, Evans G41-643——It could casily be drained into the commen sewer, Evans

675-678.

King's-streel, St. George’s-in=the-East.  The temporary abode of sailors ; densely popu-
laved and very filthy, J'I.foaek‘y glis-075.

384 i
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Laml’s Fields, Bethnal-green.  Described ; quantity of stagnant water, and putrid animal
and vegetable matter; whole families are swept away by lever, Smith 44, 45 State of
Lamb’s Fields; improvements owing to eastern railways, Peeke coiq.

Landlords. Power should be lodged somewhere to prevent landlords from buildiog in
swampy places, and to compel them 1o keep their houses in a state of wholesome clean-
liness, Smith 35——Class of landlonds 1o wLum the houses in the Whitechapel district
belong deseribed, Smith 78 Neglect of landlurds to cleanse their houwses: cases in
which persons have died of lever Irom nnu-ring an unclean house, };3.-1:-; 2q4——"They
el hip;ih rents for wretched houses in St. Bartholomew's ; they compound for the rates,
Miller $20-827.

Lea River. Frﬂp[l_'-il.'d plan for r‘('-mr\-l'l_',.'in!r_f,r the evil ur]sillg from impru ¥er sewernge and
drainage; the noxivus matter should be let out beyond the river Lea, Cubilt g440.

Leeds. Notice of the state of Leeds ; remedial measures neeessary, Hep. p. xi.

.E;{'-g_y fttver, Dublin.  Inconvenience expericnced by the inhabitams of Dublin from the
iffey flooding the houses having sewers comwunicating with i, Mannsell g2066, 3267,

Limehouse District (Stepney Union). Class of population described, Heelis 266——Sewer-
age has been much improved, Baker 1558,

Limerichk. Miserable siate of that portion of the city known as Garryowen, Maunsell.
a92s——IIncreasing population of l';mt eiry, Mannsell 5351.

Liverpool. Evidence as to the state of the poor population, Cobden 1820——1In Liverpool
many instances in which old houses have been let out Lo many fawilies ; ene, in which
were five fumilics, was blown down ; less of lile in consequence, Weod 2241 ——S1ate of
Liverpool; summary of the number of eovrts in the borough was 2271 ; number of
inliabited cellars, Wood 2137, 2138 Aceumulation of filth in the streets; decayed
vegeiables, offal of fisli, &e., Wood 2165, 2166,

Local Taxation. The courts in Liverpoel and narrow streets exempt from local taxation,
Duncan 2q446——O0nly goo cottages contribute; their rates paud by the Conservative
and Heform assceiations, Dheean 2440, See also Rates,

LopcING-HOUSES :

1. Generally.
2. In particular Places.

1. Generally :
Inspection and power of regulation of the humbler class of lodging-houses seems

absolutely necessary for the health of the people, Rep. p. xx. Great puisance of
lodging-houses; there is no power of inspection, Byles 250-261 Should be under
some species of local regulation, or should be annually licensed, Williamson 1910.
2, fu particular Places :
Bartholomew's, St.—Are kept tolerably elean, Mifler 804, 805,

H;'rmfughmr,—\'lr’mllrhm.i stale of the hﬂggﬂnf iﬂd;_:ing-honﬁts ] Birn:niugham. HM&’SM
2001 All houses of 1his deseription shonkil be placed under a svstem of inspecuon,
Hodgson 2003 Should be placed under the supervision of the police, Hodgson 2007.

Dublin—Charaeter of the lodging-houses of the lower orders in Dublin and vicinity,
Maunsell 3a8a-428q.

Edinburgh.—Filihy state of houses where many’ strangers lodge ; case cited ; fevers
raging occasioned by the stench from deposits, Simpson 1974

Hull—State of lodging-houses ; general bad character of these places, Woed 2350——
No sanatory regulations as to lodging-houses; inspeetion ought to be made, Wood 2356-
2358.

Leeds.—Great number of lodging-houses ; their condition dirty, crowded, neglected,
and ill-ventilared, Williamson 1790-1793——Many proofs of the diffusion of Imuhgnnnt
disorders from the lodging=houses, Williamson 1507—— Number has much increased ;
regulations proposed, Willizmson 1918-1925.

Liverpool—Wretched state of lodging-houses ; worse than courts; thirty or forty
persons often collected in one house, Duncan 2460——Siate of lodging-houses, Duncan
‘-‘4ﬁfn—l-—lmdpin_e_-lmnscs should be sebject to sanatory regulations ; should be inspecied
periodically, Duncan 2487. ¢

Southwark.—Their neglecied and filthy state, Evans 636, 627.

Londan.
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Duncan, W. H., .. (Analysis of his Evidence)—contined.

sireet ; fevers generated in consequence of want of drainage, 2511, 2512—— Dreadful
state of Spencer-court, North-street, 2513——State of cellars in courts from the oozing
through of cesspoal water ; frequently holes dug 10 hold the water, 251 5——Neglect of
gewernge and dminage in Liverpool, 2518-2521 ——Amount of popuiation in eellars and
courts, 2522——Great advantagzes would arise from opening new sireets and carrying
them throngh densely pupniam'f districis, 2538——Number of fever cases from the dil-
ferent populous streets in Liverpool, 2530.

Dhumecn, Mr., of 'ﬂeat:ﬂrig. Oceasion of an action being I:lmugl]i Loy him ng‘ﬂin,-.l the
tenants of the proprietors of the stream, to restrain them from irrigating their lands,
Miller qo28.

Dust-holes, Dublin. No receptacle whatever for dust and ashes in the houses of the
poorer classes, Maunsell §204.——See also Conrts,

E.

East-street, Lambeth. NEI:EEE.iI]r of furming a sewer there, Il"ﬂgﬂﬁ:jﬁa ﬁﬂg—ﬁﬂ?.
Fagt Ward, Leeds.  Bad state of the Eazt Ward, Williamson 1688,
Edinburgh. See Holyrood Honse. Irrigation,

Education, Any benefis arising from education would be very much neutralized by neg-
leet of the cleanliness and :ﬁec-ency of the habiwations of the poor in Jarge cities,
Williamson 1730-1734.

See also Dames” Schools.  Day Schools.  Pauper Children.  Schools.

Eigar-conrt, Whitechapel, There is no sewerage in this court, Peeke 2014,

Elliot’'s-court, West London Union.  Together with Dean's-court and Phenix-court, are
very narrow, and a family ocoupics every room ; some of the courts have no thorough-
fare, Jordon 148, 149.

Ellison, Joseph. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Resides near Bradford, 1582 ——Population,
1583——There is no public drainage or sewerage at all; sewerage exiremely delective,
158p——=8ewerage and drainage very much neglecied, 1591 Typhus fever now
prevailing in Bradford ; opinien of medieal men that it is mamly owing to the defeciive
state of the drainage and sewerage, 1503=-1507 Puving attended 10 in Bradford, bot
not in the suburbs, which are the largest portions of the town, 1508—There is no
regulation whatever as to buildings, for ventilation or for preventing houoses being buil
back to Lack, 1601 Some general power to cnforce tlrainage and cleanliness and
sanatory regulations, absolutely necessary, 1604 Banatory regulations would be a

reat sau'ing to the rates of a parish, 161 o——Limited powers of the local Act of Brad-
ford, 1618——Enclosure of Fairweather-green, the only spot near Dradiord for the
poor to resort 105 a Bill now before Parlinment for its enclosure, 1628——The employ-
ment of the poor at Bradford is combing wool, 1633——The town is not well supplicd
with water, 16ig8———Bmall-pox at present very prevaient at Bradford, 1641.

Enralish Labourers, The Engﬁsh labourers are much more t,:h:':ll.'ll_x,' in their habits than the
rish ; they are more free from fever, Wilkes 436-438.

Tinon L"ﬁfrpé!, Clements=lane, Strand. Injury done to the health of the inhabitdhts from
the effluvia of the borying ground, Walfer 5130,

Essex-streel, Bt. Giles. Miserable state of this district, Pennethorne 2797.
Fssex-streel and Court, Whitechapel. No sewerage in this street and court, Peeke 2014.

Euston-square. Disappearance of fever in a school at the back thereof, on the filling up
of a lake of filth, Dir. Arnott 530.

Evans, Eidward. (Analysis of his Evidence.)=Relieving officer of $t. George’s, Somhwaik,
and o SUFEeo, G18-G20——The Mint is crowded with :Iil.n'pidatﬂi hiouses, which are
choked up for want of venilation, G2g-Gz20G Number of cheap lodging-houses ; their
neglecied and filthy state, 624, G25——The yards are filthy ; the cesspools overflowing
with water and filth, G28, G2g—The neglected open drains and cesspools are very
prejudicial 1o the health, especially in the times of the cholera and influenza, G30-6G35

The district is well supplicd with waner, G36-G38=——0pen ditch in Kent-street,

Southwark ; almost every inhabitant had the typhus fever, 641-643—The communi-

cations between the houses and the drains are neglected, S44-648.

Negiected and dangerous state of the privies, 649, 650 Commissioners under loeal
Acts see to Lthe ch::'lming anl senvengenng ol the Pn[i.uh, but not w & sullicient extent,
651, 652 ——A system ol inspecting houses, to enforce cleanliness, is much needed, 653,
5,5,434 pen gutiers ave very injurions, G55-G30 Neglect of cleanliness predisposes

384, n i o
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to epidemic diseases, 661 School accommaodation in the parish ; the children wha
attend school are the healthiest and most cleanly, Ejﬁﬂ;.—ﬁ?];—..Th:-_ eup]e get their
wiiter at cocks common to several houses, G72-674 — The ditch in lEE‘llt-S"Ef[ enuld
ensily be dratned into the commen sewer, 675-678 —Necessity of care with respect to
the gratings of sewers, Gyo, 680. g

F.

Factory Sg.r#t'm. The haed Appearance af ihe working classes in ]M'PC'? towWns ariscs more
from dizorderly habits, and the circumsiances of tawns, than the rﬂmrll' system, Fletcher
1208, See also Ashforth.  Ashlon.  Ashworth. Gregg.

.e'"a.l'm'ml.&rr-grwn, Bradiord. Enclosore of Faivweather-green, the only spot near Bradford
for the poor to resort to; a Bill now before Parlinment lor its enclosure, Elfisun 1628,

Farringdoi-sireet.  Miscrable slate of the eourts which are situated in that district, Pei-
nethorne 2797,

FEVER:
1. Generally.
2. In particular Places.

1. Generally:

']'!,'plmid fevers would disappear Iunder roper snnnm? regulutiuns, and at a less ex-
pense than s incorred m o monainng orphans and widows, e Arnott 521-5253—
Prevalence of fever in the densely populated districts, arising from the filthy state of the
streets, and wretched description {.}l habitations, Waunsell 5200-3250.

2. In particular Places,

EBirmingham —Dr. Corrie’s account of the extent of fever in the closely populated dis-
tricts of Birmingham, Wood 2285,

Dirury-lawe.—~Prevalence of fevers in the confined courts of Drory-lane, Walker
314,

Duldin~How flevers and conlagious disorders are promoted by the neglected state of
the district cceupied by the lower orders, Maunsefl 3213.

Flothorn Upion—The number of eases of fever has fallen off of late, Wiite g03-407.

Liverpool.—District in which fevers principally prevail is thatio which cellars abound,
Wood 21 52——Extent of fever ameng the cellar population, Duncan 2415. 2471
Number of fever cases from the differeny |ml:|ulﬂus sireets in Liverpool, Dunean 2530.

Manchester and Liverpool—Fevers are often generated in Manchester and Liverpool by
want of provisions, Wesd 2257.

St. Qlave's.—Number of cases attended ; number of fever patients, Clarke 479-482
——The great quantity of rain last season cleansed the ditches, and there were fewer
cases of fever, Clarke 496-499-

Saffron Hill, Holborn Union.—The district is unhealthy, and there have been many
fever cases, Wilkes 410-423——0Great expense is thrown upon the parish by them ; a
guinea s paid for each patient, Willkes 424-425.

Whitechapel.—General causes of fever in Lliethnulugreen uql:l Whitechapel ; greater
prevalence of fever where drainage is bad, Smith i-o——FPeculiar prevalence and malig
nity of the fever, Smith 14~16.

See also Bartholomew, St.  Dethnal-green. Campden Gavdens.  Cartwrighi-street,

Cholera.  Contagious Diseases.  Diseases.  Cork-street Fever Hospital.  Cerrie, Dr.
Fever Board. erer Hospital. .!':Jeclfﬂrus Disorders, : _frsf'eel'ed Houses, Iusprﬂrhn.
Irrigation. Landlords.  Lowdon.  Measles. Mortality.  Sewers.
Fever Board, Edinburgh.  They clean out and whitewash ; in many instances, inhabitants
refuge permission, Simpson 16060, 1970
Fever Hospital, Liverpool. Expense of the fever hospital, Duun 2470.

Field-fane, Bt Andrew’s.  Typhus l'cw_r s never away from Field-lane ; the Fleot Ditch
“rums through it; description of inhabitants, Smith 175.
Finee. Commizsioner: of sewers have power af :inﬂicting: finez on persons mmmuflnulillg
with gewers without consent, Drew 1527 Power of the commissioners of sireeis in
Birminghem to fine persons for not emptying their dust-holes, Hodzson, 3005, goof.

Fish. Much convse bad fish is used in the Spitalfields district, which disposes the peaple
to disorder, Byler 2o0-025.
Fleet-
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Fleet-sireet, Bethnal-green. Closely and densely populated ; prevalence of malignant
fever, Smith 51.

Fieet Diteh, The, Is open nearly a mile, from Snow-hill to Clerkenwell-green ; the back
windows of the hooses oceupied by the working classes open directly urnn it; all
the sewers are emptiud into I, Jordan 153, 154 There is a good supy _-,H}r water
twice a week, which carries away the refuse, Jordan 155-158——1s in a filthy siate, and
wery productive of fevers, Moseley 877-879.

Fletcher, Joseph. (Analysis of hiz Evidence.)—Assistant hand-loom weaver commissioner,
1 533_..| abits of |:|-|ru|.riu m Cun.-nlr:.- n-_|:|tﬂ|'kﬂl;I:,r superior 1o thepae :?I'I!m |m1]:-IE mn Muae-
elesficld and Manchesier, 12 Condliiion of weavers at l"nim.hlll, 1235——5Staie of
Bulkington and Hartshill, 1235—Evidence of Mr. Herbert, mayor of Coventry, as to
comparative habits of working classes formerly and st present, 1257——0d royal manor
formerly an open space ; now enclosed; property of Marquess of Henford, 1238——Woaork-
ing classes stand in great need of some places on which they could get out 1o take exercise,
and promote health, 1240——Want of open spaces applies toall large towns, 1241 —
Bil’miﬂgllﬂm entirely devoid of ppEn gn:luml ; Manchester and Macclesiield without any
such convenience, 1242—— Among the manul'n-.':mrinf' 'erpuIatin:-n there is a sreal want of
active amusement, 1245 State of Bidworth, where there isan improving trade and a well-
fed population, 1246——0n the Ancoals sitle of Hgl:-qr.hwa!.er the town is much improved
by the commissioners of police, 1262——State of Irish Town by the Medlock ; absence
of paving, 1262 In many parts houses stand back 1o back, a mode of building very
injurious to the health of the imhabitants, 1264, 1205.

Good stale of the workmen hc[nn_qi:ng to the mills of Mr. 5. J‘Lshlut'-, Mr. Ashwarth,
Mr "l:'t'll}f Ashworth, and Messrs, Gregg, o= s lose courts less common in Man-
chester than Birmingham, whore ﬂmz.r |m.-w|i|| unmiversally, 1273 Close courts a most
injurious mode of construction, 1274——"The plan should be carried into effect by Act of
Parliament, regulating width of courts, &e., 1250G——=Cellars, no doubt, miserable habita-
tions, but not so bad as the word cellar wounld indicate; generally areas, 1280 —Houses
should not be allowed Lo be built back to back, 1288——A considerable saving would
arise from betier sanatory regulations as Lo poor-rates, fever hospitals, and charitable insti-
tutions, 12go, 1201 he bad appearance of the working elasses in large towns arises
more from disorderly habits, and the circumstances of towns, than the ?Hl:lﬂl}l' system,
1258,

ngﬂ'i! advantage of hat11in;:~p1:|m5 for the working classes, 1905——Disad vaniageans
manner i which the pupulnlinn has been hrnughl together in lorge towns, from their
not having, Ll Ime!}', anything 1.'_r|.lt. institutions caleculated for & rural 1ml}1:|e, 1313—
Comparative state of wages at Birmingham and Manchester, 1320 Benefit societies
by no means so general as might be desible, 13351 Ucnemlli,'_ speaking, they have
whart are called Blrminpihrun clubs, which are a muteal insurance for o year, 1331-1533

There are no regulations as to officers, 1335——The losses they sustain through
defaleation, and the insufficient custody of their funds, 15 proverbial, i;j;}E-——i-"cr}r few

trade clubs get an allowanee when oun of work, 1341,

[Second Examination.]J—Was in connexion with the hand-loom inquiry commission,
16— Assistant seerctury 1o municipal boundary commission, 1640 A deficiency
of powers and of anthorities to exercise them for sanatory regulations, 1650——Sewers
regulations of London, 1651 Sanutory regulations absolutely necessary for the large
towns ; scarcely any of the great towns which do not exhibit i, 1658——A complete
system to secure draining, cleansing, paving the streets, and the proper construction of

welling-houses, most desitable, 1660——=S8ysiem of inspection very much wanted, and

very desirable, 1664,

Foleshifl, Evidence as to the condition of weavers at Foleshill, Fletcher 1235,

Fopd and Clothing. Food and clothing of the working elasses better now than formerly,
Williamson 1630.——See also Diet.

Fﬂiq-r;lhéiﬂs. Supply of water 1o the inhabitants of Dublin by means of fountains, Maunsel!

3!? '+

Fuel. Much sickness is caused h:,r want of fuel ; the poar think that .S[:ﬁr'lls will supply
the plucr: of fire, Dr. Arnoft 508, 500 Uneconomical use of fuel h}r the poor; Count
Homiord's I!:hm; wilness's invention for cooking, &c., Dr. Arsott Goo-G15——The
expense of fuel in the metropolis alfects the general health of the younger classes, Meelis
999-341—— There is no want of fuel in Holborn Union ; much charitble relief is given ;
they generally have good fires, Wilkes gqo. See nlso Coal.

.

Gas Works. The poor should be protected against nuisances arising from gas-works,
Cubitt 3417 Case of an aclion breught against a large gas-works lor nuissnce ;
deeision 1 favour of the gas compuany, Cabitf 3431.

George Yurd, Whitechapel. No seweruge in this yard, Peeke 2014.
384 o2 Gibraltar
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Gibraliar Wallk, Hackney-road Division. Accumalation of putrefying matier therein ;
prevalence of fever, Smith 52,

Grearge's, St., in the East. Neglected state of e parts inhabited by sailors, Moseley g57-
g67. 982-007-

Giles, St. Populous and filthy district ; more than one family oceupy a room, Moseley 864~
B70———Miserable courts of which this district is composed, Pemnethorne 2797,

Gilfs-square, Dublin. Description of the habitations of the poor therein, Maunsell 3204,

Glasgow. State of Glasgow; want of ventilation, sewerage, cleansing, &e., Rep. p. xiii.
Exceeding bad state of the poorer clusses; filth and misery of the wynds; neglect
of drainage ; prevalence of fever; rate of wmonality, &e., Symons 1068-1119. 1134, 1135
——It is in a worse condition than any town upen the Continent, Symons 1152-1158
—There is a large open space lor exercise, and the sitvation of the city is nawrally
good, Symons 11823-1185,

Goldsmith's-place to Cambridge-heath, Bethnal-green.  Striking improvement in the health
of the district between these places since n common sewer was made, Smith 58, 5g.

Gravediggers.  Disgusting occupation of that class of persons; perquisites accruing to
them from the wood of colfing, Walker 5517,

ﬂmly’.g Tim Lane.  District near there; defects of drminage, &e., Jlfn-afffjr go7, o8,

Great Field, Poplar.  Frequent applications from inhabitants to arch over the Great Field
sewer, Poplar, Baker 1566,

(ireen ﬂmgm.r Conrt, West London Union. ["ilﬂ]}' and unwholesome siaie thercof; r-'lging
of typhus fever and small-pox, Jordan 145, 146,

Grrgg, Messrs.  Siate of workmen at their factories, Fletcher 1272,

Gruardians, Boards of.  Would be the fittest bodies for carrying sanatory measures into
effeer, D, Arnott 557, 558.

Crullyholes.  Persons living opposite to gullyholes may be affected with fever, Dr. Adrnore
574——Neeessity of care with respect 1o the gratings of sewers, Evans G79-680.

Guiiers (Bt ':_H:t't'nl:’ﬁ]. The leet Jury has the power of |:|rmrm1iing Huiti?lnr_'f:s,. but no ope
takes sullicient interest in the matter, Clurke 4065-468.——See also Open Guilers.

Guy's Hospital. A sewer about to be formed goo feet in length, surrounding the property
of Guy's Hospital, arched over panly at the expense of the hospital, partly at that of
the commissioners, Newwman 2129.

H.

Hemiltowr, Dr., of Edinhurg_h. His opinion that the irigation of the meadows in the n.eigh-
bourhood of Edinburgh was by no means injurious to health, Milier 3041.

Hare-street Fields, Bethmal-green.  Frequent inundations ; malignant character of the
fever which is constantly breaking out, Smith 47——Extent to which excavations are
worked ; biick clay and gravel removed; distriet left in holes; this state of things a
public nuisance ; commissioners of sewers no power to prevent it, Peeke 208o-2085.

Hartshill. Swte of the pepulation in the village of Hartshill, Fletcher 1235,

Heelis, Robert. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Medical officer for the Limehouse district of
the Stepney Union, atig-265 Class of population, 266——The health of the inhabi-
tants is very much affected by the open drains ; in 18535 nearly every family living near
one of them was affected by fever, 26ij—276——The drains communicaling with the
sewers are very imperfect, 275——There are small courts in which illness prevails from
want of eleanliness, 278-280-——They are never visited by the scavenger, 281-284——
Many of the old houses are very dilapidated, 285, 286——There was a sewer in one of
ihe sireets in which the cholera broke out, but ilie drains did not run into it; there was
not & house that did not lose an inhabitant, 287-28g Dilapidatlion of 2 house in
Globe-alley, 250——There is no power of compelling persons 1o cleanse houses in which
persons have died of fever, 2g1—203——There should be some power of inspection, 204.

There is no power to oblige persons to drain into the sewers, or to prevent them from
sinking cesspools below the level, 2g5-207——Extraordinary improvement in the health
of the inhabitants of White’s-rents since the covering of an open sewer, 208, 200
Inconvenience of a private drain at Church-row, Limehouse ; the inhabitants will not
agree logether to cleanse it, 300 The supply of water is, good in Limehouse, 304 ——
There is no anthority 1o conapel the construetion of houses 50 as to conduce to health,

305, 06— The principal mortality is amongst the ehildren, on account of their
miserable

1
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London.  State of St. Giles, Essex-sireet, Spitalfields, Farringdon-street, Sanmu-hIiH, &e.;
many miserable eourts; houses back to back ; cottages of two rooms ; ladders [or stair-
cases; dirty and filthy ; entrance by archways; close, and badly ventilated, Penncthorne
2797-2804.

?Sg also Bartholomes, St Bethnal Green,  Buwilding Acei, BHJ":-III‘_ (o rownds, Lm«
pools, Lambeth. Clements, 5t.  Commercial .Rmﬁ. Courts.  Disease.  Drafning.
Fever. Mortality. Novth West of Olave, St.  Paving.,  Peor.  Poplar.  Schools.
Sewers, Whitechapel.

Long-acre and South-street.  District bounded by those streets; prevalence of typhus
fever, Moseley 857-860.

Lynch, Jordan, sm.p. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Medical officer of the West London
union, 131 His opinion coincides with that of Dr. Southwood Smith, as to the causes
of fever, 132-134 Places included in the West London unien ; population of the
union, 135-137——Numerous cases of typhus lever in Back Bear-alley ; want of venti-
lation and drainage ; the city of London have made sewers, amd not a case has since
occurred, 138-144 Filthy and unwholesome state of Green Dragon-court and St.
Johw's-court; vaging of 1yphus fever and small-pox, 145, 146——Elliow’s-court,
Dean's-court, Pheenix-court, 147 Some of the courts have no !|1F-TE-I:FEIF“'¢= are
very narow, and a family occupies every room, 148, 149——Defective drainage in
New-sireet, St. Bartholomew's ; open sewers an accessary cause of fevers, 151, 152
——The Fleet-ditch is open for nearly a mile from Snow-hill 10 Clerkenwell-green; the
back windows of the houses occupied by the working classes open directly wpon it; all
the sewers are emplied into it, 153, 154-

There is a good supply of water twice a weck, which carries away the refuse, 155-
158 ——Mass of miscry and impurity existing from the back of Aldersgate-street to
Golden-lane, and thence 1o Bethnal-green, 150——An improvement in the sewerage
would improve the health of the poor, and save an expense o the parish, 160, 161
They are chiefly poor labourers ; many of them Irizh, 162, 163—=—Four women and two
men were sleeping in a very small room, 164, 165 Ameunt cxpended on the poor in
Si. Sepulehre’s E{:aris.h, 166 ——Fever has extended from Back Bear-alley to other
places, 167 ——Dorality from fever, small-pox, and cholera, 168-179——Typhus fever
15 never away from Field-lane ; the Fleet-ditch runs through it; low description of
inhabitanis, 175

Lyons. Escape of that city from the cholera; atiributed to the lime-kilns, Symons 1168-
1150,
M.

Malaria. Dampness and fog are powerful causes of it, Sarith 119-122,

Manckester. State of Manchester ag to condition of working classes; sewers, drains,
cellars, eleunsing, Hep. p. % State of working classes, Cofden 1811 -—Those parts

under commissioners are as well cleansed and soughed as any town of the same magni-
tude 1n the l‘.ing\‘lnm, Cobden 1831,

Manufaciories. Proximity to manufactories, especinlly bone-boilers and manure manufae-
tories, is very unwholesome, Maseley g45-051 Ii' injurious to healih, they would be
indicted in a district oceupied by wealihy persons, Moseley 1055-1060.

See also Facfories,

Manure. System of saving the manure formerly by means of lavstalls, Cubitt 3452.

Martin, Mr. His plan of drainage does not go far enough, Cubite 3445
Martin's=court, Whitechapel, There is no sewerage in Lhis street, Peelte 2014,

Martin's, St., Lane. District between St. Martin’s-lane and Bedford-court ; imperfect
sewerage ; closeness of the houses, &e., Moseley 856,

Maunsell, Hewry, s1. . (Analyzis of his Evidence.)—A physician, residing in Dublin,
168 Congtrection of the courls inhabied by the lower orders in Dublin, sl7e—r0
Prevalence of cellar dwellings, and their unhealthy state, 3176-3180 Very frequently
the inmates are obliged 1o have pumps for the purpose of remeoving the refuse water,
gt82——PFrevalence of fevers in cellars, 3184 Want of vewilation in courts and
alleys from building the houses back 1o baek, 5185——There is no Building Act appli-
cable to Ireland, 3188——Power of the Dublin Wide-sireet Commissioners io resulate
buildings, 3190 Imperfect state of the sewerage of Dubling 3103 ‘The nmju}ily of
the courts and alleys are destitute of drains, 3104——Neglecied state of that portion of
the city of Dublin inhabited by the poorer clisses, 31y6-3200-——Many of the houses
have wo privies, and those that have privies never have them cleansed or emplied, 3201

Ilh'u receplacle whatever for dust and ashes in the puorer class of houses, 3204——

Description of the habitations of the poor in Cole-alley, Dublin, 208,

384. i Accumulation
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Marnsell, Henry, 3. p.  (Analysis of his Evidence)—continued.

Accumulation of flth in the streets inhabited |.'|j.' the lower onders, and injuq: done to
the health of the inhabitants in consequence, 3200——Description of Gill's-square,
5200 How fevers and contagious disorders are prometed by the neglected slate of
the district occupied by the lower orders, 3213——Wretched state of the dwellings in
Ramsford-street, 3215—— During the prevalence of the cholera’many of the inmates of
the cellars were cjected, but have since returned, 3216, 3217——Description of Robert-
streel and Thomas-court, and prevalence of disease therein, 3221 Prevalence of
fevers in the poorly inhabited districts of Dublin, 3222-9295—— Powers of the commis-
sioners of paving in Dublin, and reason why the system of drainage is defective, 3237-
3244 Lamdlords are required 1o provide sewers communicating with the main sewer,
under a penalty of 201, 3275——Mode of assessing the rates for constructing sewers in
Dublin, 3245. 3248——~Clasz of persons composing the Board of Commissioners in
Dublin, g250——The commissioners do not possess sufficient inquisitorial power, and are
also deficient in funds, 3253.

The commissioners have no power to assess the district for support of a sewer, but only
the inhabitanis of the street through which it rons, 3258, 92 50——40,000 L were grantid
to the Paving Boand out of the Consalidated Fund, half of which went towards the con-
siruction of sewers, 3250 Amount in the pound of the paving rate in Dublin, 3261
Neglected state of the streets oceapied by the lower orders ; those vecupied by the
better classes ave properly eleansed, 3265——Nuisance arising from the stench from the
Liffey at low-water, 326——Power of the Ballast Board to prevent animal and vegetable
matter being cast into the Lilfey, 3270——The humbler classes are the great sufferers
from want of drains, 3273——Prevalence of infections dizorders among the higher classes
in Dublin, g7 5——Insuflicieney of the supply of water in Dublin, g276— —How the

seor suffer in consequence, 3281 ——~Character of the lodging-houses of the lower arders

iy Dablin, 3282-g280——FPower of the Lord-licutenant to establish boards of health in
large wwns, 3295-3208 ——Appointment of officers of health in several of the parishes in
Dublin, 32098-1300——The arpuimment of 2 board of health to carry out sanatory re-
gulations would be a very waluable provision, 3301 Manner in which it might be
eflected, g303-9306——0peration of the MNew Poor Law in Dublin; number of unious
formed, &c. 3307-3312.

Board of Health should have power to compel the Paving Board to remove noisances,
2315 Character of the nuisanees chieflv complained of in Dublin, 3316——Nuisance
arising from burisl-grounds in Dublin, 3319——DNo such thing as baths in that city,
naeo— Necessity for legislative measures Leing also taken with respect to Cork,
Limerick, and Belfasi, 3323 Population of Duablin in 1831, 3327 Defective
supply of water in Dublin ; proposed remedies, 3328 Proposed powers to be miven
under a Building Act, 3529-3341—~The cxpense of the proposed sanatory regulutions
shoulil be defrayed by the Government and the public, 3345——Almost ali the large
towns in lreland are governed by local Acts, 3348 ——-Inereasing population of Limerick,
qq51——Existence of schools in Dublin without play-grounds, 3355 Ahbsolute
necessity of places of exercise to the health of children, 5358 Deterioration of the
race of human beings from living constantly in confined sitvations, 3361 The
neglect of cleanliness and the decencies of life 1ends greatly to demoralize the inhabi-
tants of courts and alleys, 3565,

Deseription of vaults inhabited by the poorer classes in Dublin, 3368——Proposed
constitunion of a board of health, 3375 Low it should be supported, 3377, 337
Powers proposed to be given to the board, 3378 Oppaortunity for jobbing by local
boards, 3355 The central board should exercise a Hul]erinlendlll powWer Over the

local boards, g304——The powers of the central board should be as ﬁule execulive as

possible, 33006,

Measles. Oftien appear in o most aggravated form from the dirt and misery of the
resilences of the poor, Woed 2244,

Medieal Police. Grent want of a good medical police in London, Walker 3156.

Mendicity Society, Dublin. Number of persons usunﬂﬁ on the hooks of this institution ;
manner in which it has been interfered with by the New Poor Law, Maunsell 3282,

Metropolitan Palice Courts Act. Beneficial clause in it, enabling the guardians to
summon the owners of houses before magistrates to cleanse their property, Wilkes 430
——Nature of the powers under that Act for the abolition of nuisances, fHodgsn
5007.

Metrapolis Sewerage, Objections to several clavses of the Bill before the House for the
improvement of the metropolis sewerage, White 2501.

Ailler, 5. (Anslysis of his Evidence)—Relieving officer of the I“rﬁ!it London North
District 791 ——1I1 surrounds Smithfield ; it is densely peopled with the lower elass of
Irish, 792, 703—351. Sepulchee parish consists of 8,000 souls, and only G50 rate-

payers,
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Milfer, . (Analysis of his Evidence )—contmued.

payers, 7o4—It is well cleansed, but the habits of the people in the courts and alleys
render it impossible to prevent an aceumulation of filth, 705——Neglect of drainage in
St. Bartholomew the Great; filthy state of New-street and Middle-street, 7906
Stagnant cesspools ; difficuliy of ﬁllillg them eleansed, 797——DPrevalence of fever;
great expense 1o the parish, 799, Boo——In Back Ball .-ille_}-, there iz neither drinaze
nor ventilation ; every room s occapied by a family ; number of fever enses, Boo-8og

The lodging-houses are kept pretty clean, 804, So5——=Many of the houses should
be pulled down ; the property lim ongs to Lord Kensington, 806, 807——The healih of
the metropolis will be affected ; the houses are wmbling down, 305810,

There should be some superior interference, E!Lrﬂ Fever has increased, B11-813——
The Irish eat a kimnd of food which generates disease, 814——The habits of the people
have been more sober lately; the shutiing up public houses on Sunday mornings has
been vEry beneficial, 814, 815 There should be some power to prevent families from
entering infected houses before they have been whitewashed, 816, 817——The landlords
get high rents for wretched houses, 818, 819——They compound with the parish for the
rates, Bao=B2z——The Irish have lower wages than the Enszlish, and are content with
coarser food, BoB-Ba8 They are wery intempernte, 832 The poor gcllr:rul]_!,r caok
their victuals at home, 833.

Miller, Willigm Henry, s.p. (Analysis of his Evidence)—For 36 yenrs resithing near Edin-
burgh, g025——How the Meadows an the east side of Edinburgl are irigated, q026——
Ogcasion of an action being brought by Mr., Duncan of Resmlri% against the tenants of
the proprietors of the stream to restrain them from irrigating their lands, 3o28 Alle
increase of dizease in Edinburgh, arising from recent merease of irgation, 3034 Not
the slightest inconvenience ns 1o the health from the svstem of irvigation adopled, 3040
——Qipinion of Dr. Hamilton, senior, an eminent physician of Edinburgh to that effect,
S04 Unpleasant smell arising from the admission of gas-water inte the stream that
irrigates the Meadows, gog2 Introductionof a clause to prevent gas refuse from running
inte the siream, Joj4——Absence ol cholera from the village of lestalrig, 3046——0p-

sition shown at various times 1o the plan of irrigation nduflum;l, go47——Health of the
mhabitants of Edinburgh compared with the health of the inhabitams of Glasgow, go4g-
gos1——PFrovision in the Edinburgh Police Bill relative 1o the stream that irrigates the
Meadows,, q054.-

Hi"u.!, The, Sonthwark. s erowded with dilapitlmﬁl houses, choked up for want of ven-
tilation, Evens 623-626——Filthy state of the couris and alleys; neglect of drainage ;
open ditches, &e. Evans 628-652,

Moorgate and Bishopszate, Want of draivage ; density of the population ; quantity of
Wugrﬁ and alleys, Jf;}g—m{ry Big-Sas. € ¥ poj 1 ¥ o

Moors Court, Whitechapel. There is no sewerage in this court, Peeke 2014.

Morals of Working Classes. 'The neglect of cleanliness and the decencies of life tends
greatly to demoralize the inhabitants of courts and alleys, Maunsell 3365; Cubitt 3419
——DMuel iproved in London, Cufitt 3440,

MoRTALITY :
1. Generally,
2. In particulur Places.

1. Generally.

From fever, small-pox, measles and cholera, Jordan 168=174——Evidence as to the
moriality of children in large towns, Witliamson 193319306,

@, In Particular Places:

Gilnsgow.—Rate of mortality ; great increase, of late, as stated by Dr. Cowan, Symons
1080-1110=1116. 1134, 1135. :

IL;TH?&'I#.HIRE‘.—TL‘I.E principal mortality is amongst the children, on account of the
miscrable dwellings, Heelis 30q.

Liverpool —CGireat mortality occasioned at Liverpool by the dreadful state of the narrow

streets aml courts, Dncan 2406 Mortality in various years before and since the
Regiziration Aet, Duneon 04375, 2428,

Lawdon.—The mortality in London is in propertion to the filth and the density of the
population, Moseley 1038—— Great mortality in Clements-lane, Strand, Walker 5153,
3154

Moseley, J. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Has been in the medieal profession and paid
altention to the siate of the poorer classes, chiefly in 31, John's and St. Margaret’s,
Westminster, 834-8 3-—— Boundaries of the district in which the poor reside, 840, 841

. i Neglecy
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Moseley, J.  (Analysis of his Evidence)—confinged.

——Negleet of sewerage; open drains ; negligence of scavengers, 842-850 A num=
ber of alleys, running from York-street :mr]g g.-:slle-sl.rml, are filthy and unwholesome,
854-855——District between Si. Martin’s-lane and Bedford-court ; imperfect sewerage ;
closeness of the houses, 856—1Nstrict between Long Acre and South-sireet; preva-
lence of typhus fever there, 857-8lio——There are sewers 1o the main streets, but no
means of communication with them, 861-86G3 Populous district of 8t, Giles, between
Holbern on the norh and Parker-street on the south, 864-866——Maore than one family
olien occupy one room, 867 Filtly state of the distriet between Broad-street, Titch-
field-street, Crown-street, and King-street, 870——~Accumulation of filth and neglect of
privies, 8571 The people are enfechbled by the polluted atmosphere and more disposed
to disease, Byz=875.

State of George's Rookery, by Mutton-hill and Clerkenwell-green, B76 Fleet-ditch
is often in a filthy state, and very productive of fevers, 877-87g The whole district
is 0 hot=bed for fever, 881, 880 The distriet between Golden=lane and Bonhall-row 15
very populous, and there are a number of burial grounds, which are very injurious to
health, 383-888——Parts of Moorgate and Bishopsgare inhabited by the poorest
classes, BRn-Boo——Wanl of drinage, 891, Bog-8n5——1I1 consists entirely of conrts
and alleys, Boz——The effluvia affects the health of the :-n'lmlr: imperceptibly to them,
Bobi-Sn0 District by Rosemary-lane and Kast Smithfield proverbial for fever and
filth, o1, go2 On the Southwark side of the river the air i also viviated by mann-
factomnies, nog District nesr Gray’s Inn-lane and the 5'5111:|I]-|m:: Hozpital ; defects of
drainage, go7, ooB——Number of courts in lslington : they are as bad as in London,
but have a mere free circulation of air, gog-g14 People are more healthy in the
neighbourhood of unenclosed grounds, g15.

The density of the population is in proportion te s poverty, g16—g22——The whole
of Londen is liable to infection from some neighbourhoods, g23-g25— —Existing reru-
lations are ineflicient to enforee drainage, 26——The comiorns of the poor in these
places are diminishing as the population becomes more erowded, ge8-g32——The con-
stitntion of children would not be affected by the habits of their parents unless actual
disease had been engendered, ga3-g44——DProximity to manufactorics, especially some
boilers and manare manolaciories, is very umwholesome, 045-051 Instruction would
g'irl:! the poor a disposiion to avail themselves of md'l.'nmﬂgr_'s offermd ; a biad ntmﬂeiplmr&
dendens their lnealties, O52=035.

[Second Examination.]—Negleeted state of parts of St George's-in-the-LEast, inha-
bited by sailors, g57-g62——The sewerage is defective and the surface imperfectly
drained, g3, g6g4——There are heaps of decomposing vegetable maiter and ofial ; the
scavenger is seldom there, gfj-gls——The privies and :.'-.'riu-lmﬁlai are much neglected,
ofiG, ﬂé:.‘—u—-l:{ing-slltut. and Green-bank, the temporary abodes of sajiors, are densely
peopled and very filthy, 968-075 Fever, and all other discases, are either caused
or aggravated by the state of the plice, gji-g81——=S8hadwell, also, on the river
side, 15 in the same state, g82-gg1——Filihy and deusely peopled district of St
George's-in-the-East and Wapping, go2-go7 ——Peculiarly unhealthy situation of
Retherhithe ; malaria arising from the Mill-pond, an8-1003——There is no drainage
but by open dil.cl:laﬁ, 1004-1008——Jacohs Island is surrounded by them, and i3 VETY
unhealthy, 1000-1012.

Evils arising to the sflipping from erewa being taken from uu:!:m]th}f plsu:na on the
river side, 1013=1015—— Necessity of removing the bones from the bone-boilers” yards,
ina dense pupelation, where they are decomposed for manure ; noxious gases evolved,
101-1054——The mortality of Lendon is in propoertion to the fillh and the density of
the population, 1038——There are lodging-houses for sailors in a very crowded state,
10a0—-1043—"The ¥ Sailors’ Home,” togq=1046——Public baths could be supplied
with water at a small expense, 1044=1055 Maunufactories injurions to health would
be indicted as puisances if the district were u-;:cupied by wnﬂ]lh_v pErsons, 1056- 1060,

.i':i'fu;irr'}m’:' Government. Dismlvanlngmm manner in which |m|m|i|.li.l:lll has been crowded
into large towns, without any municipal government, Fletcher 1313,

Mutton-hill and Clerkenwefl-green.  Neglecied state of St. George's Rookery in that neigh-

bowrliood, ..’I-I'me!.ey 3;6,
.

Nag's Head Court, Diury-lane.  Filthy state of this court; the unhealthiness of the inhabi-
tants, Waller 3118, 3464,

New-court, Whitechapel. No sewerage in this court, Prele 2014.

New-sirect, St. Bartholomew’s.  Defective drainage of it; open sewers an accessary cause
of lever, Jordan 151, 152.

North-sireet, Bethnal-green. Collection of filth, and dreadful stench in this street,
which is occupied by pig-dealers, Sneitk 4q.

WNew=streets, Liverpool.  Great advantages would arise from ugening new streets, and
carrying them through densely populated disuicts, Duncan 2538.

Neiwman
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Newman, John, (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Surveyor of distriet of sewers on Surrey side,
2086——No power to compel owners of houses 1o communicaie with drains, 208g
Or to prevent them from sinking cesspools and receptacles for filih below the level of the
WS, gugun—-+hlan'_r oW NETS ncglmt te communieate by underground dramage with
the sewers, 20g3——Injurions effects arising from this cause, 2004 Very desirable
that power should be given to compel persons to communicate by underground drains
with the sewers, 2on6——The cholera much extended in witness's disirict, from the filth
of the district, thirty or fnrl_]r persons I'l'l.'!'ng in hooses m the filthiest swate, 2000——0
Extent of witness's distriet, 2102 Sewer constructed, a year since, in Camberwell, of
a mile long, at the vrgent request of inhabitants ; only one appliestion been made for an
opening into the sewer, 2102 ——Desirable that there should be a power of compelling
commuuicalions, 2104.

A greal many pupu!mrs districts in which there are no sewers, 2111 Advnniagc to

i ealth of uudc-rgr-uuud drninuge, 21 l;;-—UudEr the present |'{rgulatin11u, the sewerage
of small houses very much neglected, 211B——Unwillingness of landlords to incur
expense in forming drains to sewers, 2117, 2120——=8ewer at Camberwell hruu?ht up Lo
a certain point, o drain a stagnant pool 3 inhabitams have not availed themselves of ir,
2119 {0 waterworks in Hotherhithe ; inhabitants supplied from sewers ; disinelina-
tion on this account to make new sewers, 2121——Exnenses of sewers in this diseiet ;
their effect in draining the land, o benefit to the houses genceally, 2126, 2127——A sewer
about to be executed goo feet in lengih, surrownding the property of Guay's Hespital,
arched over, pantly at the expense of the hospital, partly at that of the commissioners,
2129,

Nioht Carte. Nuisance arising from them, and prometion of disease by means of them,
Falker 9483, 3484.
North Ward, Hull. Siale of the courts in that district, Weed 2332,

North Ward, Leeds.  Bad state of the North Ward, Leads, Wilfimnson 16510,

Norih-east Ward, Leeds. Bad state of the North-east Ward, Williamson 1683,
Norih Myten District, Hull.  Stale of the courts in that district, Woed 2324-2431.

North-west of London. s the healihiest part, a8 the prevailing winds are south-west and
north-east, v, Arnoit 5ig.

Norwood, The health of the children in the workhouse of the Holliorn Union is very good ;
better than when they were at Norwood, Wihite ag8—.p01.

Nuisance. Under the new Police Act, the district surveyor is liable to a penalty if a nui-
sance is not removed when pointed out to him, Byles 154——The surveyor of pavements
is the only person who has power to remove nuisances, Hyles 2939, 245 In all eases
of nuisance the landlord should be held responsible, the tenants in many eases being o
poor to remedy the evil complained of, Hodgson gou7.

See also Cesspools, Night Carts.  Privies.

O
Olave’s, St., Union.  Is chiefly inhabited by the working classes, whe obtain a precarious
livelihood from the wharfs, Clarke 445——The Greenwich Railway intersects the district,
Clarke 447——Population of the district ; proportion of the working classes, Clarke
gqﬂ. 449. 453=455——Their moede of life predisposes them to fever, Clarke 450, 457
ickness is very prevalent ameng the children, Ciarke 473.
Open Gutters,  Are very injuricus to health, Evans 655-650.

Oxford. Bad state of the swillage drainage in that city, Whire 2576.

Fr
Paildington. Bad state of the drinage from Paddington to Chelser, Cubitt 3449.
Party Walls. Regulations under the Building Act for making party walls, Cubitt 3414.
Lauper Children,  Most beneficial amd humane regulation 1o send all pauper children out
of town to schaol, in all large towns, Williumson 1041-1045.

Paving:

1. Glenerally.

2. In pariicular Places.

1. Generafly:

Evils arising from streets being unpaved, Smith 106, 107——Necessity of paving all
comits and alleys, Dr. Adrnott 507 Any new Act a5 to drainape, e, should include
Eum-rs te enforee paving the sucface of courts and streeis, Wihite 2588 Any new

uilding Act should make provision for paving courtz, &e., Pemethorne 2849,

2. In particular Places :

Ashton; Staleybridge ; Dulinficld: All ing i ticnnl li
Bl d1:|:1:¢1§rndi.'-rntllﬁ Tumpﬁ:e Aicti; le;i:ﬂl:::ﬂ;l!-ﬁ:lp ional, except the public roads,
984, i3 Bradford.
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o In Par{irrﬁ'm' Pluces~—continwued,

Bradford —Paving attended 10 in Bradford, hut not in the suborbs, which are the
largest portion of the town, Effison 1508, i

uve, St.—It is the duty of the commissioners of pavements to see that the courts 4
and alleys are properly cleansed, Clarke 46g-472. !

Saffron-hill—At the time of the cholera there was a general cleansing of the parish
(Saftron-hill) by the paving board, IWifkes 430.

LPecke, James. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Surveyor of the Tower Hamlets, 2007——
There is ne sewer about Virginia-row ; none nearer to it than Prinee’s-street, 2o12——01
Wieiched state of the inhabitants, 2013——The land exeavated for brickmaking, so
that sewers are hardly available ; parts of Whitechapel in which there is no sewerage,
20014 The district alleded 10, the filthiest imazinable, 2014 @ and very densely popu-
lated, 2o State of Lamb’s-fields ; improvements owing to Eastern Railway, coig
—— Mode of application to commissioners of sewers ; in some cazes proprietors of land
pay the expense; where the public weuld derive a benefit, the commissioners have borne
n portion, 0o Commissioners have no power of preventing the making receptacles for
filth below the level of the sewer, 2024 Nor any power to compel communications
from houses to sewers, 2024——=Sewers have not all the effect which is atriboted 1o
them, gogfe—TFilihiness of the inholitants of the disinet, 2og0 Commissioners
endeavouring to lay down sewers in all the great thoroughfares, 2032,

-

Persens who erect houses cannot use drains without leave of commissioners, 2093-
203 5——0wners of property have nothing to pay for the privilege of communicatin
with the main gewer, 2035——"There are many streets in which sewers are sitnated nnﬁ
the inhabitants neglect o take advaniage of them, go41——Dode of rating to sewers
rate, 2045. 2040-2073 Houses sitnated in streets without sewers are rated, 2048——
Tide cannot nse in draing, unless II-:.‘ accident ; there are ﬂluicl:k[:cpvm ﬂppﬂi]]lﬂl. whose
business it is to attend to valves, zo7y Extent to which exeavations are earried ;
brick clay and gravel removed ; districts left in holes ; this state of things a public
DUISENCE ; commissioners of sewers no power Lo prevent, H}BD—EGB&

Pennethorye, James. (Analysis of hiz Evidence.)—Has been dpmfessiuna]ly engaged in
surveying buildings for some vears past, 2704 Acquainted with the construction of
buildings in all parts of the metropolis, 2795 Has surveyed St. Giles's, Essex-street,
ﬁil'mﬂﬁt:h]a and parts of Fnrringdun—r.[_w?ver, roond Field-lane and Sﬂﬁ‘rﬂn—lli“, E?HE-—-
Miserable courts of which these distnets are composad ; houzes back to back z cottages
two rooms ; Indders for stnivenses; dirty and ﬁllhz‘, eraf—Hnlrances by arcliways ;
close and badly ventilated, 2798, 2790. 2804 No underground drainage of any kind
to St Giles and Spitlficlds districts, 280g—— Drainage, north of Farringdon-street, by
an open ditech, 280g—— Drined by surface drains, 2810——=State of Rose-lane, Spital-
fields, 2B1o——There is no system of inspection, 2812——Disgusting state of privies ;
one only to each court, 2816, 2814 Houses continually built against back premises
of others ; nothing Lo prevent it, 22 s-0f2f——DLondon ]{uildi.np: cl; iis powers, 2Bz8
= Desirable to have a general Building Act, that should lay down general rezulations
to prevent such forms of construction as are injurious, 2831 Close conrts should not
be allowed, 2835——DBuilding back to back should be prevented, 2837.

Cellar dwellings should be forbidden, 2858——No dwelling should be erected of
greater height than the width of the street, 2843——FEvery house should be provided
with a pﬁ?f, and be well ventilated, 2840——There ehould also be provision for paving,
2851 There should be a general Drainage Act ; commissioners appointed by rate-
payers, 28 gi——Commissioners of Sewers cannot compel mhabimnis lo use sewers,
ofs8 Ought to have power to prevent sinking cesspools helow the level of the
sewer, 2850 Power to enforce emptying into draing, and to have traps on drains,
a8big*——There should be inspection to enforce cleanliness, 2868, 2860—"Power
should be given 10 enforce the Act, 2871——Supply of water should be especially
regarded, 2873, 2873——Nuisances, as slaughter-houses, bone-boiling, &e., should be
it down by law, 2880 ——Plan of the Rookery, S1. Giles, 2880——Plan of courts

tween Whitechapel and Wentworth-street, 2883 ——Very little good to be done by
schools and prison discipline while these districts are left in the dreadful state they now
are, 2884, 2885 Commissioners should make great lines of sewers through every
district on which buildings stand or are about to be erected, 2

Picket-place Station-house, Strand.  Unwholesome state of the house from the deterior-
tion of the water, Walker 3150.

Piershill Barracks, Edinburgh. Healthy state of those barracks; the average cases of
sickness and mortality in the cavalry barracks of Glasgow and Hamilton are 25 per cent,
more than at Piershill, Miller 3051,

; Pigs,
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Pigs. The practice of keeping pigs in dwelling-houses should be put a stop to, Hodgson
3005,

PLav-GROUNDS:
1. Cremerally,
2, Iu particular Places.
1. Generolly:

Witness never recollects a schoul for the working classes with a  play-ground, Wood
20491 Advantages of play-grounds to the health of towns, Hodgson go18—4Are

extremely essential to the health of children, Walker 3165.

2. Tu particufor Places :

Birmingham.—No play-grounds whatever attached to any of the schools for the poor
Wood 2308, 2300,

Bolton.—Schools in Bolton are without play-grounds, Ashworth 1849, 1850.
Brighton.—Generally play-grounds attached to schools, Jenks 2781, 2782.
Hull—No play-grounds at all the schools, Wood 2340.

Leeds—With the exception of the infant school, no schools in Leeds have play-
erounds, Williomson 17306,

Police Act. See Metropolis Police.

Police Act, Edinburgh. No power in the Act to abate the nuisance of the irrigation which
is pursucd by using the waler from the common sewers, Stodbert 2000 ——Provision
relative to irrigation, Miller 3054.

FPoor Law, Dublin. Operation of the New Poor Law in Dublin; number of unions
formed, 8. Maunsell 3507-0312.

Poor Rates :
St. Olave’s.—The poor-rates have been reduced more than one-half in the last year,
Clarke fo0.
Wﬁim:.ﬁapei' Unton.—Much eX[Hns: 15 cast upon the paor-rate by the sickness of the
poorer classes; if the causes were removed a great saving “'U'I.I‘{d be eflected, Byles
185=-150.

Poplar District of Sewers. Evidence as to extent ; mode of management, &e., Buker 1548,
Paort !’—f.rms! Holborn Union. Inlpluvtm.l}ﬂl effected n thar strece |'.|-_'}.l' Messrs, Reid
White 36g-374-
Portugal-street, Lineoln's-inn-fields.  Injury done to the health of the inhabitants from
the effluvia arising from the burial-ground in that strect, Waller 3141,
Privices :
Birmingham.—~Should be under a sort of supervision, being in o very bad state in some
= pans of the town, Fflodgson 3005,

Drrwry-lare~Description of a privy in Nag's Ilead-court, Drury-lane, the floor of
which iz ankle deep in filth, Walker 3115.

Dubliv.—Many of the houses of the poorer classes have no privies, and these that
have are never emptied or cleansed, Maunsell 3201,

Giles, Br.—Diisgusting state of privies in Bi. Giles ; only one to cach court, Penne-
thorne 2816-2819 Ngﬁglectml and flthy state, Moseley Br1.

Glusgoe.—In some of the courts there are none at all, Symous 1147-1151.
Lambeth.—In some houses are in the cellars, Wazstaf® 700,

Liverpool—Disgusting state of privies in the courts inhabited by the labouring poor,
{:rmnlg!rm Sqo1 Disgusting state of the privies ; only one to a great many houses,
ood 2171.

The Mint, Sonthwark.—Their neglected and dangerous state, Evans Ggqg, 650.

Spilc:_{ﬁn‘ds.-—mnguﬂing neglect of privies; a grear source of typhus fever; improve-
ment of Wentworth-court m this respect, Byles 258, 259.

q84. 114 Puvsric
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Pupric WaLES:

1. Generally.
2. fu particular Places.

115 Gmeraﬁy s

Open spaces should be preserved, calculated for public walks, essential to the health
aud comfort of the poorer classes, Hep. p. xx People are more healthy in the neigh-
boushood of uninclosed grounds, Moseley g15 Working classes stand in great need
of some pl:lE:::s on which they could get out to take exercise and promote health, Fletcher
1240——Want of open spaces applies tw all large towns, Fletcher 1241 Importance
of providing airing grounds for the lower orders, Cubitt 5423,

2. In particular Places :
Brighton.—Necessary for the people, Jenks 2779,
Holborn Union.—Fublic walks in this district would promote the health of the inha-
bilants, White 386-300.
Macelesfield —Has no space lefi for public walks, Fletcher 1241,

Manchester.—Entirely devoid of any space for the recreation of the working classes,
Fletcher 1241,

Liverpool.—There ure no reserved places for the poor to exercise in except St, James's
Fark, and the two cemeteries, and the pier-iiead, Duncan 2494-2497.

London, East.—The open spaces in the east of London are not healthy, bei ng full of
ditches and stagnant water, Lr. Arnolt j05-507.

Punderson's Gardens, Bethnal-zreen.  Disgusting condition thereof described ; prevalence
and faal character of fever deseribed, Smith 41.

R.

Ratelifft Highweay—Disgusting state of parts thereol ; prevalence of fever, Din. draoii 515~
520.

Rainsford-strect, Dublin.  Description of the dwellings of the poor in that strect, Maun-
self go1s,

Rates, Local. Considerable saving would arize from bewer sanatory rezulations, Fletefer
12g0, 1201 ——>Sanatory regulations would be a great saving to the rates of a parish,
Elison, 1610——0Great expense thrown upon richer classes owing to illness and fevers,
generated by general neglect of the precautions mentioned, Williamson 1720——Good
regulations as Lo health of towns should no doubt tend to lower rates, Smith 2703,

See also Local Tazation.

Read-streel, Bethnal-green,  Familics live in the cellars and kitchens of vndrained houses;
fever is never absent, Smith 54.

Recreation Grounds,  See Pubfic Waiks,

Rhewmatism.  Prevalence of theumatism in the erowded lanes, coorts, and cellars of Liver-
pool, Duncan 2471-2475.

Rr.n'm‘n'g, near Edinburgh.  Healthy siate of the village, owing to the irrization of the
meadows, Miller 5008,

HRiver Side, Lambeth, The people being close to the river, are subject to intermitient
fevers ; filih thrown upon the mud; their unwholcsome diet, Wagstaffe 724, 730——
Evils arising 10 the shipping, from crews being taken from the unhealthy and nfected
places of the river side, Mosefey 1013-1015.

Robere-street, Dublin.  Description of the habitations of the poor, and prevalence of
disease therein, Maunscell 5222, 3235,

Hoolery, 8L Giles. Plan of the courts and streels composing the Rockery in St Giles,
Tenneiforne =880,

Rosemary-fane,  District proverbinl for fever and flth, Moseley 901, go2.

Hotherhithe. Tts peculiarly unhealthy situation; malaria arising from the mill-pond,
Moseley gas—1003——No waterworks in Rotherhithe ; inhabitants supplied from sewers ;
dizinelination on this sccount to make new sewers, Newman 2121.

Royal
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Royal Mawor, Coventry. Formerly an apen space, used for recreation, now enclosed ; pro-
perty of Marquis of Hertford, Fletcher 1238,

Russell-court, Drury lane. Injury done to the health of the inhabitanis from the eflluvia
of the burial-ground, Walker 3142.

5.

Sajfron-hill, Holborn Union. Is very unhealthy ; with the exception of Fleet-ditch, there
1s no drainage near it, Wilkes 414 General want of drainage throughour the distriee,
Wilkes 41 5—— Direadiul siate of the couns round Snﬂ'r-:n-hilT, which were investizated
during the cholern, Smith 2643 Description of the wretched courts which are to
be found in this diswricl, Permelhorne 25757.

Salford. State of working classes, Cobiden 1811.

Sanatory Regulations. Some genceal regulations absclutely neeessary, Filison 1604——-
Ahmﬂrttel_f neeessary in Jarge wwnos; scarcely any large towns which do net prove the
fact, Fietcher 1658——A complete system to sccure draining, cleansing, paving the
streets, and the proper construction of dwe]liug-huu&es, most desicable, Fletcher 1660
——No adequate provizion at present exists 1o enforce sanatory regulations, Williemson
171 5——Very opprobiously neglected, Willianison 1723 —General necessity for some
legislative enactment, conlerring powers for the purpose of sanatory regulations, Wil-
ligmson 1307 Highly desirable 1o have regulations as to buildings, sewerage, &e. in
all crowded populations, Ashworth 1844—1846——Drainage and sanatory regulations
absolutely necessary, Widliamson 1856 Sanatory provigions highly necessary to the
health of the lower orders, Wood 2235——General wants of the poor as 1o sanutory
regulations, ventilation, good water, sufficient dramage, width of streels, paving, and
preventing houses being built back to back, and prevent underground dwnhin’:gs, Jenks

2777
See also Cesspools, Drgins.  Guardians, Board of.  Guiters. Inspection.  Landiords.
Privies. Rales. Sewers.

Searlet Fever. Very prevalent among the poor of Liverpool ; diseases more virulent owing
to the state of the parts of the town inhabited by the poor, Dunean 2433, 2434

Disease much aggravated by the wretched state in which the poor live in large towns,
Wood 2249,

Seavengers. Necessity of an effective scrvice of scavengers to remove offal, Dr. Aruott
510——There are no regulations for it, Smith 108——Never penctrate into the courts
in Westminster, Wefd 1220-1226.

See also Cesspools, Cleansing.  Drains, Dublin,  Sanatery Regulations.

Shacklewell-sireet, Bethnal green. Closely and densely populuted : prevalence of malj
nant fever, Surith 51, & ¥ ¥ PP P e of malig-

ScHooLS :
1. sz:m’{y.
2. In particular Places.

1. Ciewrera f{;.l :

In some towns there are regulations for sending the pagper children to school at a
distance from the town, Hood 219 Very little good 10 be done by schools while
whole districts are left in the dreadful state in which the poor live, Pennethorne 2854,

2. In particulur Places:
Birminghain.—General state of schools in Birmingham; 23,176 children who were
receiving no education at Sunday or day schools, Wood 2205——In confined situntions,

small rooms, close, and ill venulated, Wood 2300-2302 Prevale § ‘i
. cice of schools with
play-grounds attached to them in Birmingham, Hodgson 3017,

4_#\"!'*'%?&:';:.—-513!13 schools at Brighton, and in general play-grounds attached, Jeuks
2781, :

George's, St., Southwark.— Sehool sccommodation ; [
: . . pdation ; the school child F e
healthiest and most cleanly, Evans 662-G71. i the school children are the

Hull.—Description of dame and day schools, Wood 2348,

: Leeds —Bevoral inrgc public schools fur the working classes in Leeds ; day schools and
Sunday schools, Willamson 1735, i

alglwdw.—?asl number of schools about Drury-lane without any play-grounds, Waiker

_ Olave’s, St., Union.—Very few children go to school, and those who do suffer from the
filth and evil example of their homes, Clarke 474-478.

384. K E Spitalfields.—
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Repart, 1840 —econtinued,

ScHoeoLs—continued.
2.t particalar Places—eontinued,

ti.:?{;:iffml.:'ﬁ:r:'bg ?:]icll-lgig' of .-l-llfJ’Il:}IJ'n. 15 mueh diminished by the condition of the
; civ’s howes, Byles 218-230 iere is no plav
Hare-sireet-fields Fritish school, Bglrs ag,. play ground to the schools, except to

Stepiey Union~DMana - it i i
] E agement of it; healthiness of the children: they are
work, and have gymnastic exercises, J;‘oc-fr's a13-322, L e

See also Dame Schools.  Day Schools.  Education.

Sr;a;.‘g;ri Hoad, Lu'urpml. Miserable condition of the schools roumd Scotland-road, Woad

Sepuichre’s, 5t.  Amount expended on the [ . s pari
i ; \ poor in 8t. SBepulehee’s parish, Jorden 166 ——
'rlslm F;Irmlsh cnndmsI:s ui'l H,oimt zouls, and only 50 rate-payers, Milﬂcr 04 The parish
will eleansed, but the habits of the people make it | 1 -
mulation of filth, Mifler 795. bk EGIble e prevWasos

SEWERS:

1. Cieneraily.

2. Necessity for @ General Act,

3. Present and proposed Power of Commissioners.

4. Communicalion with Sewers,

5. Regulations for Application to communicate with Sewers.

. Tncrease of.

7. Uncovered Sewers,

8. In partieular Places,
Aldersgate-straet, Leeds.,
Birmingham. Limehouse,
Bulton. Liverpool.
nflll‘:."-lnhr.'. Manchester.
Dublin. Poplar.
Edinburgh. Southwark.
Giles, St Surrey District.
Hull. Tower Hamles.

1. Generally:

Administrative anthority recommended for drainage and sewernge, without inearrins
the expense and delay of an Act of Parliament, Rep. p. xix.-—A great many po ulous
distriets in which there are no sewers, Newman 2111——Parizhes could not make the
sewers at their own expense ; they should be assisted by the public, who are now en-
dangered by the spread of discase, Smith g8-105. 114-116—— Extreme deficiency of
sewerage generally admived, Williamson 1695——Difficulty of making sewers arises
generally from want of money ; the expense ought to be spread over as many years as
}'H'-lhﬂ-lhjl', Wihite 2504 All main drains should admit a man to go up and elean them,

Todgson 2g80.

2. Necessity for a General Act :

A general Act for the sewerage of densely peopled communities absolutely necessary,
Rep. p. xvii. Smith g2-a7, Byles 253, Williamson 1705, White 2572-2576, Smith 2fig2.
ofigh. alips. Cubitt 9417. 3456——There are mwany streets in which sewers are sitnated,
and the inhabitanis neglect to take advantaze of them, Peeke 2041, Newman 20g3.

3. Present and proposed Powers of Commissioners :

Improvements suggested ; every house should be obliged o have communication
with the sewers, Smith gz—n7 The commissioners of sewers cannot make persons
communicale with the sewers; on the contrary, there is a penaliy for communicating
with them, Byles 195-156——There should be some power to compel people to com-
municate with sewers, D, Ariolf BTy 548 Power to enforce simultaneous clcnnsing
of sewers wonld be most important, Baker 1580——Commissioners have very much
felt 1the want of this power, procecdings being areatly embarrassed in consequence of
not having such power, Baker 1581 Commissioners no power ol preventing the
making receplacles for filth below the level of the sewer, Peeke 2024, Newman 208q
MNor any power to compel communications from houses 1o sewers, Peeke 2024,
Newman 2086——Mode of rating to sewers” rate, Peeke 204 5-2053——No house should
be allowed 1o be inhabited till seweraze was complete, While 2581 The Buoilding
Act does nothing as respects open spaces or sewernge, Smith 2635 ——Proposed alter-
ationg in the Board cemposing the Commissioners of Sewers, Cublint 3453 Defects
in the working of the Commissioners of Sewers in London; none of the main sewers
should be carried into the Thames, Cubitt 3447.

2
e
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Report, 1840—continued.

SEWERS—continued.
4. Commurication with Sewers @

No power of enforeing communication with sewers, Byles 193, Unwin 1406, Drew
1486, Williamson 1725, White ag8a, Smith o680, Newman 2006, Pennethorne 2858 —
Advantage to health of ander-ground draivage, Newman 2113,

5, Regu!'atfw;_jbr ﬂ'ppﬁm!fuu to Communicale witl Sewers:

Communication :

Made of consenting of commissioners ; application of landlords ; amount of contribution
of landlords to rate, Drew 1480 —Mede of application 10 Commissioners of Sawers;
in some cases proprieiors nay the expense ; where the public would derive 2 benelit the
commissioners have borne a portion, Peeke, 2023 ——Persons who errect houses eannot
use drains without leave of commizsioners, Peeke 2033, 2035——-Uwners have nothing
to pay for the privilege of communicating with the main sewer, Peche 2030.

6. Ticrease of &
Commissioners endeavouring to lay down sewers inall great thoroughlares, Peeke 2032
Commissioners shonld make great lines of sewers through every district on which
buildings stand, or are about to be erected, Pennelhorne 28g0.

9. Uncovered Sewers:

Fever is most prevalent in the neighbourhood of uncovered sewers and other places
in which fihh is collected ; intolerable exhalations arigsing from them; such places
described, Smith az-oy4 Archways over scwers very benclicial to the heahh of the
neighbourhood, Drew 14g2.

8. In Partienlar Places :
Aldersgale-strest.—An improvement in the sewerage would improve the health of the
poor, and save an expense to the parish, Jordan 100, 161.

Birmingham.—Open drains in the Bordesley district, Wood 2281-2284 — Procecd-
ings of Commissioners of Sewers when new sireets are erected in Bivmingham, Hodzson
245

Bolton.—There are sewerage Acts, but they are very ineflicient, Ashworth 1842,

Drury-fﬂm,nﬂufuc!im state of the sewerage in Drury-lane, and injur:,r done o the
health of the inhabitants in consequence, Walker 1133.

Dulidin— The Commissioners of 'P‘:u.-ing i Dublin have no (umds wherewith ta make
sewers, and have not the power to enter houses 1o see that I:riwle sewers are propetly con-
strucied, Mannsell 2237——Imperfect state of the sewerage in Dublin, the majority of
the courts and alleys are destitute of drains, Mawesell 3104 Landlords are yequired
o provide sewers communicating with the wain sewsers, under the penaly of 20/,
Maunsell g23%.

Edinburgh. —Immediately in the vicinity of the town there are open common sewers ;
water from these sewers is used for irrigatien, Simpsor 1081,

Giles, St.—No underground drainage of any kind to Si. Giles and Spitalfields, Pewne-
“thorne 2804,
Hull—In many parts of the suburbs there are several open sewers, Wood 2344.

_ Leeds.—State of sewerage in the large streets, Williamson 1759-1761——No provi-
sions for drainage, sewerage, cleansing, ventilating, or building, Welliamson 1749,
Limehowse District.—Theres was a sewer in one of the streets in wlich the cholera

!Jl'ﬁlil: out, but the drains did not mun into it; there was not a bouse that did not lose an
mhabitant, feedis 287 =28,

Liverpool.—No courts have umlwgmunrl sewers, Duncan 2305 In the main streets,
the grealer pumber of those Johabied by the wurkmg classes there are no sewers,
Dunean 2305 No authority in Liverpool has power of inspection as regonds sewerage
amd drainage ; amount laiely Lod out in sewers’ sums exhausted, Dancan 2418
Lucal act has no power 1o lorce hoosehulders 1o communicate their drmaing wnb the
sewers, Duean 2423——Neglect -u-faﬁwgru,ge and drainage in Liverpool, Dancan 2518-
2521,

ﬂ!unrﬁﬂfcr.—-ﬂleaming and sewerage ns bad at Manchester as possible, Wood 2216,

Poplar District,—Amount of rave levied in this disiict, Baker 1554 Wao power in
Lommizsioners 16 fuice honselolders 1o communicate with sewois, Duker 1501,

_ Southwark.—The vpen drains and cesspools are very prejudicial to the health, Evans
{igo-tg-,

384 K & Surrey
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Report, 1840—continued.

SEWERS—econlinued.
8. In particuler Places—continued.

Surrey District—Amount of sewers’ rate levied in the distriet, about 1 J. in the pound,
Direw 1404.

Tower Hanlets—The sewers are not regularly inspected, but only casually, by the
inspector of paveménts, Hyles 200, 201 Ewery facility given to Iu:lmu]fnlders to
communicate with sewers, Unin 1950 Many cases in which inhabitants do not avail
themselves of the power of communicating with sewers, Unwin 1407 Amount of
sewers' rate in Spitalfields is 9. in the pound on the rack-rent, Unwin 141 5——Evidence
a8 1o collection of rates ; mode of levying them, Unein 1423-1440.

See also Alleys. Cespools.  Cholera.  Courty.  Disease.  Dyaing.  Fever.  Fines.
Gullyholes. Gutters.  Lambeth. Landlords.  Liffey. Lowdon. Mortality, Open
Gutters,  Rothevhithe.  Sloughter-houses.  Sluices.  Stagwant Water.  Stayley-
-f;?j;rfg{;. Stepney.  Suburls of London.  Swreey and ‘iaat Districts.  Tower

R,

Shepherd's Court, Whitechapel Union. Remarkable case in which successive lodgers were
affccted by fever, the rooms not huving been whitewashed ; cessation of the fever when
they were cleansed, Smith 36-35.

Shepherdess Fields Bath. Rule of admission to the mechanics’ bath, and number eapable
of being accommodated, Somien 3086-30g0.

Simpson, Dr.J. (Analysiz of his Evidence,)—Resides at Edinburgh, 1956 ——Use of the
water from the commen sewers, for the purpose of inrigation, a great nuisance, 1657——
Majority of medieal men of epivion that it is unwholesome, 1958 Inereased value of
land, 196i——Carried 10 such an extent that in some localities persons avoid particular
roads to keep out of the way, 19067 Authorities in Edinburgh have reported against
the system, 1968——=Great enuse of complaint to the working elasses ; stench on King's
domains, |']u]_}'1'thud-llﬂusl:, gn dreadful, that the poor cannot walk there except on Fa";i-
cular l.iil}'ﬁ, ]g?u——ﬁl:l]j’ state of howses where many slrangers Ju«lig&; case cited ;
fever raging occasioned by the stench from deposits, 1974——Sysiem of inspection
recommended, 1977——Fever board of Edinburgh press the subject of ventilation and
cleansing houses of the poor, 1978——Fever board clean out amd whitewash ; in many
instances inhabitants refuse permissicn, 1006g, 1070——Monality of the troops in the
barracks an Peers-hill, attributed by wimness to the insalubrity oceasioned by this mode
of irrigation, 1980— Immediately in the vicinity of the town there are open common
sewers 3 itis this water which is sprinkled over the land to irrigate it, 1981 Holy-
rocd declared by the Queen's physicians to be unfit for o vesidence for Her Majesty, on
the grounds of the insalubrity occasioned by the present mode of irrigation from the
sewers, 10588,

Slaughter-houses.  Suriking effect of sewerage in diminishjng, fever exhibited among the
slaughter-liouses of Whitechopel ond the Hackuey-road, Smith 26-28——The slanghter-
illg ol cautle in croweded |:]H1::es and eellars must be injurious 1o health, Dir. Arnotd 575~
Glo——Disadvantages of slanghter-houses in crowded populations, Jenks 2703——
Should be put down by law, Pennethorne 2880——=Nuisance arising from slanzhiter-
hottses in Dublin, Mawmell g3106.——5cr also A blatoirs.

Shuices, Sewers.  'Tide eannot rise in the diains in Tower Hamlets districts unless by acei-
dent. There are sluice-keepers appointed, whose business it is to attend to valves, Peeke
2074.

Swmall Pox. At present very zrﬂ':ﬂml at Bradford, Effison 1641———The malignity of the
small-pox 18 increased (Holborn Union’, White 347 Often spread and much agem-
vated by the miserable state of the residences of the poor in large towns, Wood 2249,

Smith, Southwood, M. p. Opinion coincides with that of Dr. Scuthwood Smith as to
cases of fever, Jordan 132-194.

Swmith, George.  (Analysis of his Evidence.)—An architect, residing in the Old Jewry
afzl, aboy Has considerable practice for the last 37 years in the City, 2628—
District surveyor of the south of the City of London, ¢figo——In the neighbhourhood of
the metrapolis the Building Act does take in many places which are now growing very
populous, 26i56——The Bmlding Act docs nothing as respects open spaces or sew y
2658 Some regulation which would insure ventilation, and buildings constructed for
health, would be very desirable, 2641 Many instances of ill=health exists in London ;
generally every room oceupied by a family, all huddled together, 26q2——Dreadiul
state of the courts round Satfron-hill, which were investigated during the cholera, 2643
——Exils of cholera much aggravated from the form of dwellings, and the confined
siate of courts, and want of proper sewerage, 26i44——There is a court in the neigh-
bowrhood of Holborn which is herrible 10 mo up, in a mest filthy state, 2647.

Witness aware of the greal . extent of cellar |Joim|nl:i01:| in Tu']ar!nhes-tcr; Unl!l‘ﬂ|lh}'
state of the inhabitants, 2650-2653——Many instances of courts in London with the
Worsb
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Smith, George. (Analysis of his Evidence)—continued.

worst ventilation, 2654——Any new Building Act should forlid the construction of
courts of certain description, and the building houses back to back, 2656 Every
court should be of a widih comparative with the height of the louses on either side,
nfi5h, absa—26y3—— At present there are seven rates or classes of buildings, 20664
Regulations as to privies, dust-holes, 2i7o, 2671——A good system of sewernge should
also be ensured, 2672, ahirq——A general sewers Act, laying down general regulations,
and give [acilities 10 populous districis, would be of great use, 2676——No power in
commissioners  to enforee inhabitanis o communicate with sewers, 26R0-26H j—
Commission ers should have power to prevent the sinking of cesspools, 2Ggo, 26g1——
Evidence concerning the Lendon DBuilding Aect, glge——A general sewerage Act,
giving additi onal pewer, in large towns, would be highly advamagzeous, 2%05——~0Good
regulations as to health, &ec. of towns would no doubt tend to lower rates, 2703——
Commissioners of sewers have sometimes made ﬂhjn:l'mlls 1o make sewers on uppli::a,-
tion, 2711 Oun the grounds of want of funds and want of power, 2712 Commis-
sioners have no power in Westminster, 251 3——DBuildings erected in the Commercial-
road district by the Mercers' Company, 2722——LHent of houses and lodgings; rate of
wages ; 2 ng-ﬂi:g—w Very few of the houses inhabited by the ﬂnt}r bave any sewers,
25230——A Jocal in spector, appointed by the ||1i?uhiiants, should bove power 1o see the
districts |::|'(..-pc-r|3r cleansed, ﬂ;';gd——-ﬂighly desirable that some regulation, such as a
board of health, should take place, to preserve the health of inhabitants in close dis-
tricis, 2742,

Smith, Themas Scuthwood, m.p.  (Analysis of his Evidence,)—Physician 1o the London
Fever Hospilal, 2 Has examined the state of the dwellings of the poorer classes of
Bethnal-green and Whitechapel, and has made a report to the Poor Law Commissioners,
q-5——CGeneral causes of fever, 6— Greater prevalence of fever where drainage is
bad ; districts could be marked out as defective in sewers, by the number of cases of
fever, 7-g—— Distriets gnumerated in which this defvel is observable, 10 They are
the most densely populated, and by the poorest classes, 11-13 Peeuliar prevalence
and malignity of lever in Iie!lmnl—green and W hitechapel, 14-16 Number of pauper
fever Pnlienia in those unions in 1838 ; |||ru1J:‘L|J|l‘: number of others, 17-21 Fever is
most prevalent in the neighboorbood of uncovered sewers and other places in which filith
is collected ; intolerable exhalations arising from them ; such places deseribed, 2e—24.

Dampness of Bethnal-green ; practice of silk weavers to close their windows, 2 f——
Birtking effect of sewerage in dimimishing fever exhibited amengse the slavgher-hosses
at Whitechapel and in the Hackney-road, 26-28 By proper drainage, cleansing aod
ventilation, much of the evil might be removed, 29 Expense of fever cases to
Bethnal-green and Whitechapel unions, go=——To incur expenses in making draing
would be economy as well az humanity, as the outlay would not be annual, g1-53.

Free currents of air might be produced by cutling openings which might be done at
a moderate expense, 34 ——Power should be lodged somewhere o prevent landlords
from building in swampy places, and 1o compel them to keep their houses in a staie of
wholesome cleanliness, g5——Remarkable ease in Shepherd's-court, in which successive
lodgers were affected by fever, the rooms not having been whitewashed, cessation of the
fever when they were cleansed, g6-g8—— Bethnal-green is not generally erowded 3 there
15 no reasen why it shoold not be lhealthy, except that the neeessary precantions are zol
taken, 40——1}tuguuling condition of Punderson's EIII!IL'I.'IE deseribed ; prevalence and
futal charzerer of fever, 41— Extinordinary muliEnit}’ of the fever in Cul!i[l(h:ll pardens,
where the houses, if properly built and drained, ave healthily sivated, 42, 43

Lamb’s fields described ; quantity of stagnant water and putrid animal and vegetalle
matter ; whole families are swept away by fever, 44, 45 lare-street fields ; freguent
inundations ; malignant character of the fever which is constantly breaking out, 47
Accumulation of filth in Alired and Beewith-rows ; wreiched consiruetion of the houses ;
prevalence of fever, 4% Collection of filth and dreadiul stench in North-sueet, which is
occupied by pig-dealers, g—— Prevalence of malignant lever in St. John-street ; erowded
stale of lim_lllcguﬁw, G0 Swe of Fleet-street and Shackwell-streel, 51— Accumula
tion ﬂfButrILF:lﬂg matter in Gibralter-walk, Hackney-road division ; prevalence of fever,
se——7~loseness and filth of the courts and lapes, from \"irginin—mw 10 Shoreditel ;
constant recurrence of infeclious diseases, 53,

In Read-street and Vinm-nt-h!reet, families live in the cellars and kiteliens of un=
drained houses ; fever is never nbsent, f4—— Church-street, Betlinal-green, the main
thoroughfare, has no drain, 55, si—Effluvia rising from an open ditch in Wellington-
row, close to the gardens which the poor people eultivate, 57 Striking improvement
in the lealth of a district between Goldsumth's-place and Cambridge-heath, since a
common sewer was made, 58, fg——=0pen ditech bebind Bethoal-green, Go.

The greater part of Whitechapel is badly drained, densely populated, and in many
parts there is no current of air, G1-6 Baker'searms-alley described ; filth, snd wane
ﬂf_llf,llt and air, 65, Gfi=—Filthy and unwholesome state of Johnson’s-change, Cart-
wright-street, Blue-anchor-yard, and other places; prevalence of fever, G7—71.

a84. K K3 Imlirurt menk
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Smith, Thomas Southwood, m.v.  (Analysis of his Evideneo)—continued,

Improvement that might be effected in the health of the neiglbourhood, by proper
sanilary regulations, 72——Efforts are making to impose the 5eﬁ'qmge_ 73-70 Low
class of landlords, I',H-—lnaquuuc].r af r:guluiiuns. for |Z|ui|di|_‘|g and drainine, 70-83—0
Necessity of legislative interference ; the poor cannot protect IIIELHEE‘]\'DE? 83, 8y
Spread of diseases to healihier places, go, o: Improvements suggested ; every Touse
should be obliged 1o have a connection with the sewers, g2—g7 The parishes could
not make the sewers at their own expense ; they should be assisted by the public, whao
AFE oW tmlangere:l ]J-jr the spread of dizease, gf=103. 114-116—— Evils arising from
the streeis being unpaved, 10l, 107 There are no regulations for scavenging, 108
——{hher discases, ns well ag fever, prevail ; severily of small-pox, measles and cholera,
100=11 3= Other parts of London, under similar circumstances, 117, 118 Damp-
ness and foz are powerlul eauses of malaria, 11g—122 Importanee of facilitating the
acquisition of eoal, 123, 124——New houses are pot built better than the obd um—gfl 25,
126 Good snippl_\' of water in Whitechapel, 127 The open spaces in Bethnal-
zreen being neglected, and filled with stagoant pouls, instead of being healithy are
injurious, 128-140,

Smithfield.  Densely-peopled distrier surrounding Smithfield ; the lower class of Irish live
there, Miller 792, 7a3.

Sowlhwark. The air is vitiated by wanulfactories, Moseley gog.

Sowten, William,  (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Proprietor of baths in the Westminster-
road, go56——Dimensions of the baths; eharges for admission ; temperature ; number
af visilanis, &e., goio-—3081 Deseription of the baths in Holborn and in Shepherdess-
fields, g083-3002——TFacilities for the establishment of baths in Manchesier, Birming-
ham, and Leeds, e Mode in which the Westminster baths are heated, 23005-3100

In ome day, at the Wesiminsier baths, there were 2,500 in the mechanies’ batl, and

vaoo in the other two boaths, 3102 Aunendance of Messrs. Maodslay's and Messrs.

Clowes” workmen at the mechanics® bath, 3105, 31 00—[t is the intention to establish

a mechanies' bath in Holbom, 3110——Raising the rate of admiszion wo the mechanies*

bath weuld tend to shutout the noisy amd disorderly, 3113.

Spencer conrt, Liverpool.  Dreadful state of this court, in North-street, Dumean 2573

Spitalfields Parisk. Worst places in this parish enumerated, Byles 170——Miserable
couits of which this district is composed, Pennethorue 2707,

Spirits.  The evils of sljiril-:hinkmg have inereased of lave, v, Aruog 59]-5@4.-—-—']11..:
habits of the poor have been more sober the last two years ; beneficial effeet of celosing
public-houses on Sunday mornings, Mitler 814, 815 Spirit-drink ing prevaiis at Leeds
to a great extent, Welliomson 1787 Drinking spirits prevails very much among the

oor class a1 Liverpool, among the females particularly, Duncan 2466 Promotion of
Eise;me by drinking ardent spivits, Walker 3157=-3100.

Stagnant Water. Tffeets of the use of bad water from pits, in which dead dogs, &e. have
been thrown ; this water neveriheless often used by the poor for culinary purposes, Hood
2205 Dieains and stagnant waters left epen in the populous districts mmediately
round Manchester and Liverpool, Woed 2251.

Staleybridge. Evidence as to hﬂusrs.d!::pulal'run. buildings, dmin&igo, &e., Ashion 2507
——>3iate of the working classes, Cobden 1811—— Fewer cellar residents ; bad sewerage
aned ventilation, Wood 2241,

Mmm—Eug:l:lm. [nnti]il}r of the Aer Tor i:;mltptllillg the owners of steam=-cngines to con-
sume their own smoke, Cubife B3l

Steam-boats. Na steam-lLoats” should be alowed 1o ply that showed any steam out of the
funnel, Cubilt 3430.

Steprey.  Miserable neglected condition of the abodes of multitudes of the woiking
clusses, Rep. puv Disgusting siate of pans therect; prevalence of fever, Dr. Aruoit
517-520.

Stodhart, J. R. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Treasurer of the city of Edinbureh, 1gg1
Nuisance near Edinburgh of the using the water from the common sewers for 1he

urpose ol wrigation, 100z——~FPractice prejudicial 1o healih, 1903 Practice prevails
in the royal domasins of Haolyroml, 1995——No power in the Police 1ill to abate the
nuisance, 2000——A great majorily of the inhabitants consider it a great nuisance, 2003
A very general opinion that the salubrity of the air is affected by the exhalation,
2ol

Spburbs of London.  Small atiention paid to drainage in the new buildings in the suburbs
of London, Dr. Arnolt 535-548.

Surrey and Kent District of Sewers. Evidence concerning, Drew 1470-1543.
Siymons,
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S‘grmnm, John. ({Analysis of his Evidence.)=-Assistant hand-doom weaver commissioner,
“#&e. 1061-1069——The state of the poorer classes in Glaszow is exceedingly bad, 1068
The drainage is neglected, and filth lies in the conrts and alieys, 1060-1071
Extraordinary filth and misery of the wynds, 1072-1075——Fever 15 much generated,
1076, n}”——-—“"mlclled and indecent state of lodging-houses, 1078 Horrible siate
of society, 107g-1083—— Extraordinary vumber of spirit-shops, 1o84-1087
Mortality, 108g—— Penury, disease, and crime are unparalleled, 1090-1004 Deenpa-
tion of children ; want of instruction, 1100-1107——Increase of mortality as stated by
Dr. Cowan, 11101116, 1134, 1135——Typhus fever iz generally existing, 1117=1119
—— Supply of water, 1120-1122.

No improvements in llminﬂgﬂ have been made while the population was rapidly
inereasing, 1123-1130——"The powers of the town-council are great as regards sewers,
1131=1133——=CGreat inerease of fever, 1137-11310 Necessity of opening seme of the
districis, 1140=1142——There are no privies at all in some of the courls, 1147-1151——
Glasgow is in a worse condition than any town on the Continent, 1152-1158 Objec-
tion of the people to ventilation, 1159-116 Escape of Lyons from the cholera;
attributed 1o the lime-kilns, 1168- 11 70——The children a1 Glasgow are very cmaciated,
1153, 1174 Care taken of the children in the mills of My, Ashforth, 1175-1177
There is a large open space at Glasgow for exercise, 1178-1181 The situation of
Glasgow is naturally good, 1182-1185——Scanty diet of the people ; potates and a
small quantity of meat, 1186-1188.

T.

Temperanee Socielies. Mn“y profligate persons have been reclaimed by temperance societics,
but they have not yet effecied any general amelioration, Williamson 1786,

Thomas-courd, Dublin, Deseription of the habitations of the poor, and prevalence of
disease therein, Maunsell 92a0-g195,

Title to Lands. Heavy expense alttendant on moking out 2 utle to a small purchase.
Cubitt 3445,

Toreer Hovalets. In many parts of, there ave above-ground water-courses, which being
obstructed by houses furm into stagnant pouls, Byles 107——"There are houses with 10
or 12 rooms, and a fmily living in each room, Byles 108—The district i3 well sup-
plied with water by the East London Company, Byles 109——=Seven levels of sewers i
the disirict, Unwin 1344,

Toxteth Park. A greal wany courls now hﬂjlll.i'l'FE in Tuxle*th—pall;, Lramcan 24306,
Trade Clubs. Very few trade clubs in Birmingham, Fletcher 1341,

Troops, Ellillhllrgh, Monality of the troops at the baracks at Piershill aitributed by
witness to the insalubrity oceasioned by their mode of irrigation, Simpson 1980,

Tyndals Buildings, Holborn Union.  Are in a filthy and unwholesome condition ; pre-
valenee of fever there, FPhite qia. q06-g0G8.

T_‘;I:PAHE F-I'.'I.."E‘l':

HBradford —Now raging ; opinion of medical men that it is mainly owing o the de-
fective state of the drinage and sewerage, Elfison 1593 1507.
Eﬂa.fbaru Uriosr.— s generated in this locality, there being predisposing causes, White
363-3%5.

.

Union-court, Banastre-strect, Liverpool. Bad state of this court; fevers generated in con
sequence of want of dinage, Duncan 2511, 2512,

Unein, J. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Clerk of commissioners of sewers for Tower
Hamleis, 1342 Beven levels in that distriet, 1344 Naumes of the levels, 1948—
Every facility given to howseholders to commumcate with sewers, 1gf50—=—Lincs in
which there 15 no sewer, 1365-1360. 1386——No power of enforcing communications
with sewers, 1406——Many cases in which inhabitams do not avail themselves ol the
power of ﬂHMI'IUIJiﬂting with sewers; Rosemary-lane, 1407 Commissioners have
no power to prevent recepiacles for filth being sunk below the level of the sewer, 1417

Amount of the sewers rate in Spitalfields is ninepence in the pound on the ruck-

rent, 141 5——Evidence as to colleciion of rates; mude of levving, 1423, 1999——No

local Aer for the Tower Hamleis, 1454 Inspection of sewers wnder commassioners,
1462=14tig.
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V.

Vaceiwation. Small-pox is prevented in a oreat desree by it; but when it does oc :
: . cur, it
is of the confluent kll:ll'lF: Byles 216, El‘jf gmul!-pnx " has prevailed very much;
labouring classes no objection 1o the use of vaccination, Clarke gH3—487 Vaccina-
tion modifies the disease so much that it hardly requires medical treatment, Clarke

48g.
Faushall Gardens, Many houses have been built 1l e itli=
St i F}’ﬂgs{qﬂé s uilt near the gardens on marshy land with

VENTILATION ;
1. Generally.
o, In ;mr.fr::nrfur Places.

1. Generally:

Importance of ventilation by wide streets and well-consiructed houses, Dr. Arnofé 511
——Hegulations in towns to enforee cleansing and ventilation are higlll}r desirable 1o the
health of the inhabitants, Wood 2236 Want of these regulations aggravates very
much the discontent of the lower classes, froma feeling that there is no sympathy for their
comforts, Wood 2238——Some regulation which would insure ventilation would be very
desirable, Smith 261 In any new building Act great attention should be paid to
ventilation, Pennethorne 2840——Proposed regulations for ensuring proper ventilation of
houses and widih of street, Cubilt 3410.

o In _par.iFru.Far Places :

Birminghan.—Too many houses built baek to back, without a thorough air, Wood
2270, 2271 ———Want of ventilation in houses from the practice of consiructing them
back 1o back, Hodgson 2972,

Bradford.—-=No regulation whatever as to buildings for ventilation, or for preventing
houwses being built back o back, Ellison 1601,

Dublin.—Great want of ventilation from the practice of building houses in alleys and
courts back to back, Maunsell 3185,

Edinburgh~Fever board of Edinburgh press the subject of ventilation and cleansing
houses on the anention of the poor, Simpsen 1978,

Glasgow.—Objections of the people to ventilation, Symons 1159-1167.

Huli.—System has commenced of building houses back 1o back, Woud 3340,

Liverpool.—Mauany houses in Liverpool, built back to back, without ventilation ; this
construction very injurious to the health of inhabitams, Wood z160-2162——Evils of
courts as 1o ventilation, Waod 2382,

Vincent-sircet, Bethoal-green. Families live in the cellars and kitchens of undrained
houwses ; fover is never absenl, Smilk 54.

Virginia-row to Shoreditch.  Closeness and filth of the courts and lapes in the district lying
between those places ; eonstant reeurrence of infections disenscs, Smith 53——There is
no sewer aboul Virginia-row, none nearer to it than Princes-street, Peele 2012—
Wretched state of the inhabitanis, Peeke 2013,

W.

Wages, 5t. Olave’s Union.  The wages of the working classes at the wharfs are not suffi-
cient 10 maintain their families, Clarke 4584061,

Wages, Spitalfields. General wages of the district deseribed, Byles 230.

Wagstaffe, Matthew French. (Analysis of his Evidence.}—A surzeon in Lambeth, 681—
G54 Necessity of forming asewer in East-street, as suggestea by witness to the board
of guardians, GRE-GBy The want of drainage predisposes the inhabitants to fever;
expense thus thrown upon the parish, 688-Ggz puses infected with fever ought 1o
b shut up for o time and lime-washed; there is no power to compel landlords Lo do i,
fig7-700 In some places the privies are in the cellars, 700——More attention has
lately been shown to the cleansing of couris, but not sufficient, 201-7153——"There is not
at present sullicsient auithority or interest in the matier, 714—728 The [m:nple living
close 1o the river ore sulject to intermiitent fovers ; all kinds of filth is thrown opon the
mud, F20-736,

Their diet is fish a.d spirits, and is injurions, 737-730——Want of fuel and sufficient

food weakens them, and predisposes them to disease, 740-743——They dress their fish
at
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li’:rgﬂafc, Matthew Freweh., (Analvsis of his Evidenee)—condinued.

at home, or buy it at the numerous cook-shops, 744=748——=Gin-shops abound, 740,
750——Kennington-common might be improved as an exercising ground, 763-T58—-
Near Vauxhall-gardens many houses have been built on marshy land without any
druinage, mlo-7hr Neglevied siate of the popolows neighbourhood of Walworth.
common ; deficiency of drmnage, 770-779 Sume such authority as that of disiicy
surveyor, but more extensive, is needed, 780=785—=—The Vauxhall and South Lambeth
Companies supply the district plentifully with water, 787.

Walker, George Alfred. (Analysis of his Evidence.}—Medical man, residing in Drury=lane,
116 Diescription of the filthy state of Nag's Head Court, 3118— Lnjury done to
the health of the inhabitants from the want of draining and cleansing, 3123 Preva-
lence of fevers in the confined courts of Drory-lane, 3124 Filthy state of Clement’s-
lane, Strand, 3125 Great want of scavengering amd cleansing in that neighbourhood ;
there is no authority to enforee it, §130— —Hardship imposed upon the hard-workin
surgeon from the neglect of sanatory regulations ; witness gives away from 100 /. to 2oal.
every year to sick persons, 3132 Defective siate of the sewernge in Drovy-lane, and
how the health of l.'In:- inhabilants suffers therefrom, 5193

Injury done to the health of inhabitants from the existence of burial-places in densely
populated districts, 3134-3138——Situation of burial-grounds in Londen thatare paru-
cularly vbnoxieus o the inhabitanis, 3130-93144 Life may be destroyed lrom the
exhalations of o burisl-ground without any smell being perceptible, 3149——Unwhole-
some stale of the siation=house in Pickeit-place, Strand, from the detenioration of the
waier, 3150 Deterioration of water from the proximity of privies lo water-butis, 3153
——UGreat mortzality in Clement's-lane, Strand, 3153, 3154——It equals that ol the
worst districts in London, 3!55—Grem, want of a good medical pnliil,:c',, g1 al——
Promotion of dizease hy drinking ardent spilits : the bad air inhaled induces the poorer
classes 1o fly Lo spirits, 5157-5100——Predominance of schools without play-grounds

about Drury-lane, 3161—— Play-grounds are extremely necessary to the health of
children, 3165.

[Second Examination.]—Great want of ventilation in elose courts and alleys in London,
3464=——Horrid state of Wellington-court, Drary-lane ; drendful cases of disease therein,
3464——>G0eneral want of drainage in the courts and alleys in the vicinity of Drury-lane,
5468——=Cazes of discase arising from want of drainage, 3400-3471 Manner in
which want of sewerage promotes dram-drinking, as instanced with gravediggers, 3478,
3470—— Nuisance ansing from night-carts ; P'ronmiinn of disease by weans of them,
3483, 3484——Evils arising from 1he existence of burial-places in the metropolis, 3488

Cases in which persons have been fatally affected by the effluvia arising from church-
yards, 3q8g——=FEvils arising from the pr‘auﬂce of leaving graves open in burial-grounds,
J403-

Case in which the same poison, arising from putrefaction, has had a different effect on
two illﬂi\‘idunls, 3405 lllipﬂssiHE blll'_‘..'ing ina |m‘gu town o prcvfnt the gases |||1'x§ng
with the air, 3407 — Intolerable nuisance arising from the stench of the dead bodies in
S1. Clement's church in the Strand, 501 Length of time gas will remain in a coffin
before it is entirely evaporated ; case in Hampsiead churchyard of a gravedigger being
struck down with it, 3565 The practice of keeping bodies in low neighbourhoods
before interment is extremely injurious to the health, 3506——The bodies are sometimes
kept 12 and 14 days, and there s no power to order their interment, 3509,

. Bitter animosity begotten against parochial anthorities from their indecent mode of
inerring the poor, 3512——Disgusting vecupation of a gravedigeer, 3514——Perqui-
sile acerning 1o gruvedigeers from the wood ol the coffins, 3517 Danger attendant
on depositing the wood of coffins in uscs for fire-woud, 9510 Unwholesome state
of Enun chapel, Clement’s-lane, 3520,

Walton-court, Whitechapel. Description of the siate thereof; prevalence of fever,
Swmith GH,

Walworth Comimon. Neglected staie of that populous neighbourhood ; deficiency of
drainage, Wagstafie 770779

Wapping. Filthy and densely-peopled district, Mosel, g — Discusting state of
parts thereof ; prevalence u]'ife\.g: Dr. Arnott 51?__'3;2? =007 1sgusting s

Washing and drying Clothes, There is no place near Leeds sufficiently large for washing
or drying clothes available 1o the working classcs, Willimmson 16g3.

354. LL Water:
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WATER :
L. Generally.
2. In particular Places.

1. Generally :

Importance of an ample supply of waler; appears o be Jamentably deficient in
geveral populous and inereasing communities, Iep. p. xx Importance of a Tﬂenlirul
supply, Dr. Arnott s00——A supply of good water, in any new regulations, should be
especially regarded, Pennethorne 2873,

2. In particular Pluces :

Ashton, Staleybridge, and Dukinficld —Very well supplied under recent Acts of Parlia-
ment, Ashlon 2021,

Birmingham—Supply of water in Birmingham generally very pood, Wond 228
Goodness of the supply of water in Birmingham, ?Iu:fgmn}r:;m:{ % ¢

Bolton.—Supply of water is ample, good, and cheap, Ashworth 1858,

Bradford—The town is not well supplied with water, Eflison 1638.

Dublin,—Insufficiency of the supply of water in Dublin, Maunsell 5281, 3528
Proposed remedies, Mannsell 5308,

Lambeth—1Is plentifully supplied by the Vauxhall and South Lambeth Companies,
Waazseaffe 787.

Leeds—Supply of water exceedingly deficient, Williamson 1736 Former supply
of water inadequate ; a new eompany have obtained an Act, and a more ample supply is
expected 1o be brought to the town in the course of two years, Williamson 1762——
That used by inhabitants of a very impure description, Williunson 1769,

Limehonse.—The supply is good, Heelis q04.

Liverpool — Imperfeet supply of water to the streets and courts inhabited by the
poor, Duwcan 2442.

London.— Deterioration of water from the proximity of privies to water-butis, Walker
3153

Saffron-kill, Holborn Union—There is no scarcity of water ; it is supplied by the New
River Cul:upnny, Wifkes 441.

Southwark, St. George's—The supply is plentiful; the people get it at cocks
common to several houses, Epans 672-074——The supply of it is good in 5t. Olave's,
Cluorke 469,

Wihitechapel.—There iz a good supply of it in the wmtEi:hElpEI district, Smith 127.
See also Stagnant Water.

Weavers. Food and clothing better among the working classes now than formerly, except
among weavers, who lfurmish a large number of cases 1o the public institutions, and who
generally present a low condition of health, Williamson 1932,

Weavers' Chifddren, Spitalficlds.  Marked difference between the children of weavers and
of other people ; IEB}' are subject to serofulous disease, Hyles 231-235,

Weavers' Work-rooms, Spitalfields. The weavers work in very close rooms, Byles 236-
aaf,

Weld, Charles Richard. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—-The drains in St. John's and St.
Margaret's, Westminster, are in good arder, 1193-1105——"The courts and alleys are
dirty, and injurious to health, 1196-1198——The ventilation is very bad, 119g9-1202

High rents paid for bad sccommodation, 1205=1200———A whole family generally

lives and sleeps in one reom, l-zjaa-mlﬁ'——Unc]eun‘lﬂy habilz ef the poor in the courts,

1217-121g=——High rents of Wesiminster compared with Manchester, 1219——The
scavengers do not penetrate into the courts, 1220-1226——"The landlords compound for

the rawes, 1225-1230.

Wellington-court, Drury-lane. Wretched state of this court as regards ventilation and
cleansing, Walker 5464.

lr'|-"t.‘ﬁng.ruu-mw, Bethnal-green. Effluvia rising from an open ditch close Lo the gardens
which the poor people cultivate, Smith 57.

Wentworth-street, Whitechapel. No sewerage in this street, Peeke 2014.
West-
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West-street,  The inhabitants are the lowest description of persons; they are chiefly duy-
labourers, and many of them are Irish, Jordan 162, 163——Four women and two men
were slecping in a very small room every night, Jorden 1G4, 165,

West Eondon Usion, Places included in this union; population of the wmon, Jordun
135-137-
Westminster. Boundaries of the distriet in which the poor reside ; neglect of sewerage,
open drains, Se. Moseley B34-850.
81, Jakhw's and 5@ M’ur,fre.:'s.-Tlm conrls and alleys are diety and injurious to health.

and the ventilation very bad, Weld 1196i-1202——Commissioners of sewers have no
power to make new sewers in Westminster, Smaih 2713,

White, Edward. (Analysis of his Evidence,)}—One of the medical officers of the Holborn
Union, 34g-352—— Parishes of which 1he union is composed, 353——Baldwin's-
E:n[dmls. o ];nn!'_; street hetween Gm}"ﬁ—innr]nne and Leather-lane, has no sewer, and
many of the houses are in a filthy ste, 357-361 Filthy and unwholesome condition
of Tyndal's Buildings, opposite the entrance of Gray’s-inn ; prevalence of lever there,
gfiz, 966-968——Portpool-lane ; improvement clfected by Messis. Reid, gfo-g74——
There is no system of inspection 1o lead to cleanliness, 375-377 It would be a great
mlmmag:e it power were given to cleanse and Il'i'h-lll.“n\'[l.Sh alter fever, g78-g82——
Typhus fever is generated in the loeality, there being predisposing causes, jRg-385.

Fuhl'tc walks would promote their health, 386-3g0——"The whole disiriet is oecupied
by Irish labourers, who pay no attention to their ledgings ; their health is evidently less
good than that of persons living in bener sireets, 301-304——"The children, unless very
strong, die early ; there is much typhuoz fever amongst them, 305, 300 The malignity
of the small-pex is increased, 307 The health of the cluldren in the worklhouse is
very good; better than when they were at Norwood, 3o8-401.

There has not been much increase of building, go2=——The number of cases of fever
has fallen off of late, 05—g405——The health of the peor would be improved by beter
drainage, cleanlinezs, and wventilation, 4o5——-The want of cleanliness has an effect
upon the moral character of the children ; they run about hall naked, 400, 410,

White, Jokn, {Analysis of his Evidence.)— Iistrict surveyor of Mary-le-bone, 2541——
Principal provisions of the London Building Act; one for the purpose of ensuring
thickness of party-walls, to prevent aceident from fire, 2545—— Evidence as 1o manner
of planning courts in London ; general construction very injurious to health, 2549
Want of regulations ; some general law on the subject of buiklings necessary, 2555-2558

Nothing impracticable in a general Building Act, the reguolations of which might

be carried cut by local authorities, 2550——A good system of drainage, for the im-

srovement of the large towns in Eng]nml, waould be, if no atinched hovses were o be
ll:ui'“‘. without sewers ing put down in the first instance, 2508— Great m-c.n-silr for

a general Bewerage Act; no wown worse drained for suillage drainage than Oxford,

2572-2576—— Cesspool drainage should be prohibited alwogether, 2578—— Houses

should por be allewed to be inhabited il sewerage was conmplete, 2581 ——No power

in commissioners 1o oblizge owners 1o communicate with under-ground drmins, 2582,

The Act should i:l'ltll.lﬁE powers to enforce paving the surface of courts and sireets,
2588 ; and for performing all seavengers” work, 2580 5 and for putting gu'lies into the
sewers, 2580——Objections 1o the Bill for metrvpolis sewerage ; 10 several clauses, 2501
When any general Act is passed, 1here shonld be a competent person 1o see that it
is carnied into effect, 2592 board of lealth |li55|lt be apponted m different counties
or districts, to report on the sanatory siate of the vanous places, 2503, 2504 Difliculty
of making sewers is the want of money ; the expense ought 10 be spread over as many
years as possible, 2504——The Bayswaler sewer was execnted by Governmeni, by an
issue of Exchequer Bills, to be paid off in 20 years, 2504 ——Some mode of this kind
migzht be used to drain all towas, charging the capital on the rent of the houses, 2504.

White's Rents, Limehouse. Extraordinary improvement in the healih of the inhabitants
of, since the covering of an open sewer, Heelis 298, 299,

Whitechapel. Miserably neglecied condition of the abodes of the working elasses, Rep,
p. v—=The greater put of it iz very badly drained, densely populated, and in many
parts there is no current of air, Smith 61-64—— Improvement that might be eflected in
the health of these neighbouihoeds by proper sanatory regulations ; efforts are making
to improve the sewers, Smith 52, 73-57 Streels, courls, passages, and alleys, are
without any dmainage, and are extremely filthy and close; prevalence of fever, Smith
70, Fi——Names of sueets and courts in Whiteehapel in which there is no sewerage,
Peeke 2014——This district the filthiest imaginable, Peeke 2014; and very densely
populated, Peele 2015 Plan of courts between Whitechapel and Weniworth-streer,
Pennethorne 2583,

Whitechapel Union, Number of pauper fever cases which occurred in 1his union in 1838,
Smrth 1721 Expense of fever cases (o this union, Smith g0 Waorst places in this
union enumerated ; they have been the constant abode of fever, Diyles 178,

384. : M M Witk




260 WIL WIL (Iealty of

Report, 1840—coutinued.

Hillgs, Jolin Wood.  {Analysiz of his Evidence }—Relieving officer of the Holborn Union,
g1 Saffron-hill is very unhealthy ; with the exception of Fleet-ditch, there is no
drainage near it, 414——0Cenerl want of drainage throughout the disirict, 41—
There are numerous courts and alleys, some of which bave no current of air, 316418

The disirict is unheslthy, and there have Leen many fever cases, 410-423——Great
expense is thrown upon the parish by them ; a guinea is paid for cach 1]-u||1_-m, 424, 485
——The Irish frequently live five or six families together in one roown, with a donkey,
pigs, or stale fish, 426 Beneficial clause in the llethuﬁmu Puolice Courts Act,
enabling the guardians to summon the owners of houses belore magistrates to cleanse
their propenty, 430=——The English labourers are much more cleanly in their habits #
than the Irish, and not so willing to put up with anythiog ; they are more free from fever, 1
430—438——A~A1 the tme of the cholera there was a4 general cleansing of the pansh by '
the Paving Board, 430——There 15 no want of fuel ; much charitable relief 15 given ;
witness has generally found good fires, 440——There is no scarcity of water; it iz
supplicd by the New River Compuny, 441.

Walliamson, Dr.  (Aunalysis of his Evidence.) —Physician, Leeds, 1667 Bad state of
many parts of the noeth ward, 1676, 1677 Cases of malignant fever are continually
gent b the fever hospital from Boot-and-Shoe-yard 1658——Arising from neglect as
to cleansinz, draining and ventilating, 1670 State of the north-casi ward, 1683

Of thie east wand, 1688——01 the north-west ward, 16go There is no place for

washing or drying clothes, sufficiently near the town to be ;em,-mﬂjr available 1o the

'm.lrking classes, 1060y I!liprmr:::ul:ul af cellar steps el upr_'llings RECEISARY, tﬁm

Extreme deficiency of sewerage and drainage g-r.-m:m”y admined, 16g5, 16g6— State

of the sewer in [{l.'gt‘llt-f-llt'l.‘l in 1890, 1Ggy——>58tate of houwscs in York-road, fomn

neglect of sewernge, 1705—-A legisluive enactment pecessary to meet the present
evils, 1705=1707——Circomstances of many other towns similar to Leeds, and a remedy
imperiously required, 1704 Houses of the lower classes eontinually built back to
back ; megoluions as to ventilation absolutely necessary, 1710, 1711—— Numeroos
alleys and yards in which free circolation of air is prevented from their eonstruction,

1713— Ko adequate provisions at present exist Lo enlorce sanatory regzulations, 1715,
A great expense is cast upon richer classes, owing to illness and fevers gencrated by
eneral neglect of the precautions mentioned, 1720 Sanatory regulations very oppro-
n'uuu]}' neglm:;twl, 1595 Increased powers of draimnge and sewerage a preat boon,

1724——No power to force householders to communicate with sewers, 1725 Ay

henefits arising from education would be very muoely mcuiralized h:,r continued neg[ec[

of the cleanliness and deceney of the hubitations of the poor in large cities, 1730-1734

There are several large public schools for the warking classes in Loeds ; day scliools

and Sunday schools, 1735 With the exception of the infant school, none have play-

grounds, 1736—Woodhouse-moor is ysed by the working clagses for the purpeses of

recreation, Se.; partinlly diaimed, but notlaid out, 1738, 1750 An anoual far, 1733

Supply of water exceedingly deficient, 1 746-——No provizion for drainage, sewerigze,

cleansing, ventilaung or building, 1740-— LEifect of bad atmosphere on human health,

1;{,.}-1755 State of the sewerage in the |4|rg{'l'r streels, 1757-1761——Fornmer supply

of water inadequate ; a new company have obtained an Act, and a more ample supply

is expected to be browght to the town in the course of two years, 1762 0 5YaLem
of filtrstion Followed, 1765 Water used by inhabitants of a very impure descrip-

tion, 176,

Undirgprnﬁsimls of new Act arrangements exist for the gratuitons supply of the
poor with pure water, 1770——Two public baths in Leeds, one for better classes, and
one to a certain extent used by the working classcs, 1774 Wumber of Irish resident in
Leeds, 1779——Many profligate persons have been reclaimed by temperanee societies ;
Lt lemperance societies have not yel clileeted any genernt amelworation, lj‘ﬁﬁ SPEI‘IL*
drinking prevails, 1557——Great number of lodging-houses; their condition dirty,
crowded, neglected, and ill-ventilated, 1790-1793——There is no regular system of in-
spection, 1796 Many proofs of the diffusion of maliguant disorders from the lodging-
houses, 1707 Siate of Bradiord, 1801 Generil necessity of sowe Lt_'gls-l_n'l.iva
enactment, conferring powers tor e rurpusc of sanatery regulations, is apphicable 1o
Bradford as well as Leeds, 1806——Huddersfield and Dewsbury, and sther large towns
in the West Riding of Yorli, would Lenefit, very largely benelit, by some such geseral
enactient as is propozed by the Committee, 1807,

[SBecond Examination.]—Paving and drainage and sewerage regulations, absoluiely
necessary, 1856— Praper rui::ulatinua as to bulldings and width of streets should be
enforced, 1879—- All claszes of society would benefit, 188 ——Lircal boands of health
with extensive POWErs would be a most nmporiant benelit, 1383——53-3|1:m alf Enspm::ﬂi‘uu
as Lo sanatory regulations most decidedly vselul, 188g——All medical men, in every town
of a certain standing, should censtitute the members of a board of health, 1855 ——
A general Act laying down regulations, which might be enforced by municipal or other
anthorities, 18gg——Increase of hovses in Leeds, 1901 ——Lodging-houses shoulil be
under some specics of local regulation, or should be anneally licensed, 1910 Number
of lodging-houses has much mereased, regulations proposed, 1&1&19&5—-—-]?’“ aand
cloihing of the working classes better than formerly, 1930—— LExcept among weavers,
! n: ‘who
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Report, 1840—continued.

Williamson, Dr.  (Analysis of his Evidence)—continued.

who fumnish a large number of cases 10 the public institutions, and who generally present
a low eondition of health, 1032 Evidence as 1o menality of children in large towns,

19%;. L. . .

oards of health would be most conducive to the well being of the poorer elaszes,
16938, 1930, 1o4o——2aA most beneficial and humane regulation to send all pavper
children out of town to school in all Jarge towns, 1041-1945——Parts in which new
cottages are genevally improved as to building cellurs, fe., in Leeds, 1g48——If possible,
the poor should be prevented, or rmher discouraged from living in cellars, 1950,

151,

Wood, J, R. (Analysis of his Evidence.)—Employed by the Siatistical Society of Man-
chesier in the investigation of several populous districis in Lancashire, 2130——5tate
of Liverpool ; summary of the number of eouris in the borough town, 2271——Number
of inhabited cellars, 7,493, 2157, 2198 ——~Closencss of the courts fom the want of outlels,
2141 Severnl of the courts bave 16 houses, in one with 16 houses 40 families resided,
2[43—]“"1:33 VETY evalent in these courts; the expense of boards fur coffins in one
year 441 £, 2140——The district in which fevers principally prevailed, was that in which
cellars abound, 2152 Rent of cellars 15, Gd. 1w 35 04, per week, 2155 Many
houses in Liverpool built back o back withowt vemtilaion: this construction very
injuriouz to the health of the inhabitants, :uﬁ:;l--:]ﬁ:——Priucipnl part of the strects in
which the poor live have only surface drainage, smell of cellars mast offensive, 2164——
Accumulation of filth in ihe sireeis, decayed vegetables, offal of fish, &e., 2165=-21 Gf——
Bad health of children in these crowded disiniets, 2163 Ko regulation in Liverpool
as to building, 2160—— Good building regulations would be very favourable to the health
of the working elasses, 2156 Diggusting state of the juivies, only one io a great
many houses, 2171——Miserable condilion of the sehools round Scotland road, 2183~
2185——Close and offensive atmosphere in the day schools ; wretched stnte of dames’
schools, 218g=2187-a1g7=——=Drice of scheals 2d, 10 G, per week, 21g8——In some
towns there 18 o rezulation for wnding the pauper children to school at a distance from
the town, 21— Effects of the use of bad water from pits i which dead dogs and
cats have been thrown, and other offcnsive articles; this water nevertheless wsed for
culinary purposes, 2205.

Cellar residences not so numerons at Manchester as at Liverpeol, 2216——And of a
!l.lpr:liur drsrriplinu ag far as hight and vepulation sre concerned, 2210 E[{'Ullﬂ.illg
gnd sewerage as bad in Manchester as Liverpool, 2216 Injurious effects on the
inhabitants demonstiated during the cholera, 2215 Childven living in those diny
filthy d“ttliugﬁ, with miserable inconveniences, would be lowered i their moral tone,
!aulhl‘}'in? the sdvaniages of education, 2224, 222 5—— Deplorable state of dimes’ schools
in Manchester, 2220 Wiiness does not recelleet a single instance of a school for the

working classes with a play-ground, 2251 Sanstery provisicns highly necessary 10

the health of the lower classes, 2235 Regulations o enforce cleansing ani ventilation

are highly desirable to the bealih of the inhabitnts, aasf. Want of these regulations
aggravates very much the disconient of the lower classes, from a feeling that there is no
sympathy for their comforis. 2038——These remurks generally apply to Stuleybridge
and pl.ll! infield, :I'I-Ifll-lul’l HIITH Bur_',r, ﬂlllmngh 1here are fewer cellar residents, QQJI—EEq{i

In Liverpool many instances in which old houses have been let out to various families ;

one, in which were five families, was blown down ; loss of life in consequence, 2241,
Disease much aggravated by these miseries ; witness observed remarkable eases of the

spread of small-pox, measles, scarlei-fever, and hooping-cough, 2249—— Drains and

stagnant places left open in the populous disiriets immediately round Manchester and

Liverpool, 2351——In Manchester, in the fronts of houses, ihere is constanily stagnant

water al the fall of the year, 2255— Fevers und many complaints have Lmun‘gunﬂmed

in these places by the want ol sananbury provisions, 2257 Employed by Statistical

E",m'""l" of B""'““‘Sh‘"’l'-l‘z'-'.ﬂﬁ Had opportunities of sceing the state of the dwellings

of the proar, 9‘26?—'__51*““ of poor very much better than at Manchester, of towns

gtneulillj' in Lancashire, ﬂi!ﬁ“.\'—-—(;enm'ili].}' speaking, drainsge is very superior, 226y

T'oo many of the buck-to-back houses without a thorough air, 2270, 2271——DBad

state of dwellings in m_r.v Boridesley district, 2a=y UI:.L-'LL sewerage in this disirict,

THI—E‘IE._: br. Corrie’s aceount of the extent of fever in Birmmgham, 2285—

.hupp].;!.- of water in limnmg]m_m very good, o2l Stase of schools; 23,176 cluldren

who were receiving no education at Sunday or day-schools, 2295——— Dames’ schools

beiter regulated than at Liverpool and Manchester, 22g6——2067 dames’ schools, and
gﬁﬁf‘fﬁ'h‘f‘:‘f"—qﬁdmﬂkéﬁ cunEned gituntions 3 small rooms, cluse and ill ven-

Ml SHO0=0000——-umslmie o day-schools, 2 0 ) e N 3 Y= .

a.lll.ﬂr.‘:hﬂtl 1051 sokisels fant '-13::11_‘:-? s, 2304-2307 Nu play-grounds whatever
Lhe general condition of the working elusses in Hull much betier than in the Lan-

cashire owns, 2322——State of courts v Hull ; North Myton disurict, 2324-2331

Snate of North ward, St. Mary's ward, and Humber ward, 235t——=System has com=

menced of building houses back 1o back, 2340—— In many parts in the suburbs there

are several open sewers, 234 5——Day and dame schools much of the same descripiion

s ;iln other towns, 2348——No play-giounds at all 1o the schools, 2347——"Suate of
354 ludging-
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