Browne, W. A. F. - Case of Double or Diseased Consciousness

Publication/Creation
1847

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/ufw7q9cp

License and attribution

You have permission to make copies of this work under a Creative Commons,
Attribution, Non-commercial license.

Non-commercial use includes private study, academic research, teaching,
and other activities that are not primarily intended for, or directed towards,
commercial advantage or private monetary compensation. See the Legal
Code for further information.

Image source should be attributed as specified in the full catalogue record. If
no source is given the image should be attributed to Wellcome Collection.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/legalcode

DOUBLE OR DISEASED CONSCIOUSNESS.

B

W. A F. BROWNE, M.D.,

MEDICAL h[‘]‘nnl}il}.}illllh'l'_. CRICHTON INZTITUTION, DICMFRIES,

EDINBURGH :
PRINTED BY NEILL AND COMPANY.

MDCCCXLYLI







——— o ==

e [ ——

=

CASE OF DOUBLE OR DISEASED CONSCIOUSNESS.

On 15th March 1847, I visited J. H., =t. 18, at the re-
quest and in the presence of Dr M:Culloch of Dumfries.
About two vears ago, the patient, who is the daughter of a
respectable drugoist, was affected with hysteria previous to
a great constitutional change. The symptoms noticed were
the globus and spasmodic flexure of the fingers. The phe-
nomena which now exist followed this state, and were not
mitigated nor modified by the establishment of the constitu-
tional change alluded to. For many hours each day, the pa-
tient is in what may be called her normal condition ; for
nearly an equal number she is in an abnormal eondition. She
has no recollection during the one, what passes, or what she
has done, or acquired, or suffered, during the other, There
is no tie or connexion between the two periods or states.
The somnambulic state iz ushered in by & yawn, a sensation
of olobus, and the drooping of the eyelids, which remain half
closed during its continuance, but do not obstruet vigion. It
wenerally passes away by the ejection of a moathful of phlegm
from the stomach. Between these two acts, the yawn and
the eructation, the woman is vivacious, more mirthful than
when #erself, knits, reads, sings, acquireR SONESE, CONverses
with relatives and acquaintances, and is said to display
ereater shrewdness than at other times. Her letters are
better in composition and penmanship than she can produce
when awake or in the natural state. This may be called her
state of clairvoyance. When aroused, she has no recollec
tion whatever of anything that has taken place: she has for-
cotten, or rather has no knowledge or consciousness of the
PEISONS she has scen, the songs she hias learned, the books
she has read : and if she resumes reading, it is at the place
at which she had stopped when in her natural condition.
When she reads in her abnormal state, the same thing hap-
pens. The duration of the trance is generally about two
hours. It oceurs rvepeatedly during each day, and more
1'1-:-.!r_1._n|||'|:.' of late. The development of the fit s ponerally




Cage of Double Cansciowsness, by De Browne.

 Seh Fune LBAT,

DEAR Siik—In 1'1']:]\' to your letter of the 29th May,
and your kind inquiries respecting my daughter; I am h.Lp]w
to say, the symptoms, we think, are still favourable. Since
[ wrote to you, her short and ﬂl[f"hl il turns have become
more !u'4|11|:-1|!-—-.11. six times a- I.LI.'-" —but of a very mild cha-
racter, and remaining no longer than one minute, during
which tine she 15 lmtﬁ ctly se 1‘1~,|111v hears distinetly, but can-
not speak, and is relieved by a yawn. She is quite as stout
and healthy as before.”
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