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PREFACE

TO THE

NINTH HDITION.

ool

SEVEN Plates, executed by the Photolithographic process, have been added
to the present Edition. They have been selected, not for the purpose of
exhibiting curiosities or extraordinary specimens of Caligraphy, but as
examples of the ordinary handwritings which the Student of Records will
be likely to meet with in his researches. The first Plate contains a facsimile
of a Saxon Charter, the most ancient class of legal deed which the country
possesses; of Domesday Book; and of the two oldest Pipe Rolls of the
Exchequer. The four following Plates exhibit specimens of Records of
various kinds belonging to the four Courts of Chancery, Queen’s Bench,
Common Pleas, and Exchequer, from the end of the twelfth century to the
beginning of the seventeenth. On the last two Plates will be found extracts
from a Court Roll and specimens of Accounts of various kinds and dates.

The Appendix has been throughout corrected and considerably
augmented. Although it is not pretended that the Glossary of Latin
Words used in Records is in any sense complete, yet, as there is not at
present any good Englsh dietionary of Medimval Latin, it 1s hoped that
it will be found to contain, in a short form, much mformation which will
be useful to the learner, and that it will sometimes also save even the more
advanced Student the trouble of consulting more bulky volumes. For the
names of Roman stations in the topographiecal list, the Editor has consulted
Camden, Horsley’s Britannia Romana, the Monumenta Britanniea, Pearson’s
Historical Atlas, Bruee’s Roman Wall, and various editions of the Antonine
Itinerary. Where Antiquaries differ as to the identification of a Roman

town,
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town, several of the localities suggested have been given; for to give only
the most recent and most probable opinion would have been useless in
determining the places intended by such names when used in Medizeval
Literature.

As one of the original Plates contains the Latin names of the Bishopries
in England and Wales, the names of the Sees in Scotland and Ireland have
been added in the Appendix. The Latin forms of a few Christian names,
which differ from their English equivalents, have also been added to the
List of Surnames.

In conclusion, the Editor desires to express his obligations to Alfred
Kingston, Esq., and others of his Colleagues in the Public Record Office, for
assistance and-advice. He is also much indebted to the Rev. B. W. Adams,
D.D., Rector of Santry, for numerous corrections of the names of places in
Ireland, which were wrongly given in previous Editions of the Book.

C. TRICE MARTIN.

PREFACE TO THE TENTH EDITION.
——

Tue present Edition is mainly a reprint of the Ninth Edition, which was
published in 1879,

The explanations of the plates representing documents of various
classes, have been thoroughly revised, and numerous additions and corree-
tions have been made in the Glossaries which form the Appendix.

For a list of Abbreviated Words, and more comprehensive glossaries
than could be included in this book, the Student is referred to * The
Record Interpreter,” by the same Editor, of which the second edition was

published in 1910.
B b

August, 1912,




PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION.

Avrnouen it is universally agreed that the public have reaped some
advantages by the Acts of the 4th Geo. IL. ¢. 26, and 6th Geo. 11 e. 14,
requiring all Law-Pleadings, Deeds, &e. to be thereafter written in English,
yet the Tax growing from those advantages is become so excessive, that few
persons are now to be found capable of reading or explaining old Deeds
and Charters, with any satisfaction to themselves or others.

This great inconvenience must have arisen from the Aects above men-
tioned ; for, it being vainly imagined that, after the passing of those Acts,
Court-Hand and Latin were unnecessary accomplishments for a Lawyer,
voung gentlemen were frequently articled to Attorneys and Solicitors
without the knowledge of either; and even called to the Bar withont
learning to read the Court-Hand or the Abbreviations of it. The incon-
veniences brought on by this neglect were in some measure salved pro
tempore by Old Practitioners then li\'in;_{', who were in business when the
Law-Pleadings were in Latin, and were familiar with the contractions; but
time having gradually deprived the Law of these valuable Gentlemen of
the profession, I believe it may, with truth and modesty, be aflirmed, from
the numerous applications that are made to me on that subject, that the
Reading of the old Law-Hands is at this day very nearly (if not altogether)
become obsolete, though useful. I make this declaration with some con-
cern; for although it is not necessary, as the Law now stands, to wrife the

b Court
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Court or any other of the old Law-Hands, yet, as Records written in those
hands are daily produced in Evidence in the Courts of Law, the being able
to read them with propriety and certainty cannot be an unnecessary accom-
plishment, not only for yvoung Students, Stewards of Manors, and others,
but also for the most dignified characters in the profession,—as, in cases of
Quo Warrantos and Eleetion Business, Records and old Charters are almost
constantly referred to; and he who best understands the Abbreviations,
bids fairest for a true explanation of the matter in question. Gentlemen of
liberal education and large property might, perhaps, not find it disadvan-
tageous to be acquainted with old writings, as by that means they would be
enabled to preserve the large Honors, Manors, Royalties, and Demesnes,
descended to them from their Noble Ancestors,—which are too often liable to
he encroached upon by designing men,—and not be reduced to the necessity
of taking upon trust the declaration of some of the profession, who call
every old Deed useless, because they do not understand it, though the old
writing, treated with this amazing ignorance and temerity, may be a
material Title Deed of a very ancient and extensive Manor, or Lordship,
or part thereof. Nor would the knowledge of the Old Hands, as I humbly
conceive, be unacceptable to the learned iistorian, who, when in search of
materials to anthenticate his productions, would be able (especially as the
[Law Contractions are well known to be in some degree in imitation of the
old Monkish writers) to examine his Copies with the Records themselves, and
not depend entirely upon the Copying Clerk, who might, by an error in
transeribing, Jose the true meaning of the original,—an event equally
dangerous to truth, property, and to liberty itself.

Many young gentlemen of the Law, whose studies are much interrupted
by large fortunes, and perhaps a natural gaiety of disposition, will, I make
no doubt, in order to palliate their inattention to the knowledge now con-
tended for, say, that numbers of the Records in the kingdom have been
copied into the Works of many learned men, and therefore are as good

evidence
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evidence as the originals ; in this I must beg leave to differ, and to remind
the learned of the following Cases (amongst others), wherein Camden’s
“ Britannia,” Sir William Dugdale’s ¢ Baronage,” and ** Monasticon,”
although valuable productions, were refused to be admitted as Evidence.

1. In Ejectment for the Barony of Cockermouth, and all the other
cstates of Joceline, formerly Earl of Northumberland, the Lessor shewed
an Inguisition in the time of Richard the IInd. which found an entail on the
then Earl of Northumberland, and the heirs male of his body, and derived
his Title from Sir Ingelram Pierey, the third son of Henvy, the fifth Earl of
Northumberland of that name, and offered in evidence the ** Baronage of
England,” written by Sir William Dugdale, King-at-Arms, but refused.—
Picrey against ———-—, 33 Car. 1L, Sir Thomas Jones's Reports, 164,

2. Camden’s ““ Britannia” was offered in evidence to prove a particular
Custom, but refused ; for the Court was of opinion that a general History
was not sufficient to prove a particular right or custom.—=Sfteyner wnd the

Burgesses of Droitwich, T W, 111.; Skinner, 623; 1 Salkeld, 281.

3. It being a question in the Exchequer, whether the Abbey de
Fontibus* was a Cistercian Abbey or not, Dugdale’s “ Monasticon ” was
produced for Evidence, and refused, because the original Records might
have been had in the Augmentation-Office.—Skinner, 624 ; 1 Salkeld, 281,

4. In a trial at Bar for lands in Com. York, upon Ejectment, the
Lessor of the Plaintiff made out his title under a gift in tail made by
tdward 1 the IInd. to Robert de Clifford and the heirs of his body, and, in
order to prove himself heir of the body of the said Robert, he produced a
Pedigree by which the descent appeaved: Sivr William Dugdale and other

# Fountains Abbey, misprinted * de Sentibus ™' in previous editions.
T * Richard,” in previous editions.
b2 Heralds
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Heralds being sworn, declared that the Pedigree had been deduced out of
ftecords and aneient Books in the Heralds’ Office ; but the Clourt would not
allow that for evidence, without shewing the Records and Books from whence
it had been extracted ; and afterwards they produced an ancient Book ending
in the year 1582, which was allowed for evidence, and confirmed the Pedi-
gree.— King aguinst Foster, Sir Thomas Jones's Reports, fo. 224,

'rom all which it may be reasonably concluded, that although the
works of those great men are highly beneficial to consult in the firsf instance,
yet, where there is a possibility of produeing the original Record, the Court
always requires the best evidence that the nature of the Case will admit,
and therefore it is highly necessary that all Gentlemen of the Law should
be able to read them in their original state.

In order to attain this end, and to aveid the prolixity and incon-
venience that must attend the giving separate Tables or Plates for the Con-
tractions of each particular Hand, I have pitched upon the Court- Hand and
ifs Conlractions, as the best and most difficalt of the Old Law-Hands; a
perfect knowledge of which will, with a little application, soon gain abso-
lute dominion over the rest.

The 1st and 2nd Plates contain large Court-Hand Alphabets, with some
(Contractions; and in Plates 3rd and 4th will be found the Chancery-Hand,
and small Court-IHand Alphabets, with specimens of both. The Alphabeti-
cal Contractions of the Court-Hand will be found in Plates 5th, 6th, and
7th; and Christian names, as they have been usually contracted, in Plates
8th and 9th; and such words as were commonly contracted in old Charters,
&e., Plates 10 to 15 inclusive. The counties of England and Wales, and
also the Bishops of England, in the manner they are usually written in old
Records, in Plates 16th and 17th. And, lastly, a General Alphabet, with
Specimens of very ancient Charters, Deeds, &e., Plates 18, 19, and 20. All
which are collected from Manuseripts in my own possession, and the

Contractions
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Contractions made as I really found them in the different originals from
whence they are extracted. The reason of my mntroducing a general
Alphabet is, because many of the ancient Writings differ extremely from
the Court and Chancery Hands. The different Characters arve therefore
here placed in one view; and if the Letter in doubt cannot be found in
the Alphabets of the Court and Chancery Hands, it is more than probable
it will appear in the general Alphabet, No. 18 or 19,

ANDREW WRIGHT.

Barnard's Inn, Marck, 1773,

FOURTH EDITION.

To this Edition are added Copper Plates, exhibiting the various Hands
in use from the time of William the Congueror to that of Queen Elizabeth,
from the Collection of the late Thomas Astle, Esq., with Explanations by
John Caley, Esq., which cannot be better introduced than by the following
Abstracts from Returns made by Mr. Astle and Mr. Caley to the Special
Orders of the Select Committee on the Public Records of the Kingdom.

FIFTH EDITION.

To this Edition is also added an Explanation of the Contractions used
in Printing the Records and Manuseripts copied in the Works printed under

the direction of the Commissioners of Public Records.
From
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From the Return of Tnomas Astie, Esq., Keeper of the Records in the
Tower of London.*

““The Characters which were introduced into this country by King
William I. were at that time called Lombardic, but soon afterwards they
acquired the appellation of Norman Characters, which were generally used
in Grants, Charters, Public Instruments, and Law Proceedings, with very
little alteration from that period until the Reign of King Edward ITI. In
that of King Richard II. variations took place in Hand-Writings of Reeords
and Law Proceedings; the Characters used from that Time to the Reign of
King Henry VIIIL arve composed partly of Characters called Set Chancery
and Common Chancery, and of some of the Letters called Court-Hand.
The Chancery Letters were used for all Records which passed the Great
Seal ; the Court-Hand in the Courts of King's Bench and Common Pleas,
for Fines, Placita, Adjudicata, &e. These latter Characters came into
general Use about the middle of the 16th Century, and were continued
until the beginning of the late Reign, when they were entirely disused;
they were originally the Lombardie or Norman, but corrupted and deformed
to so great a degree, that they bore very little resemblance to their proto-
types. In the 16th Century the English Lawyers engrossed their Convey-
ances and Legal Instraments in Characters called Secretary, which ave still
1n use.

“ Many Grants and Charters, especially those written by the Monks,
were in Letters called Modern Gothie, which took place in England in the
12th Century.

““ From the latter End of the 13th to the 17th Century, our Lawyers,
when they wrote in the English Language, made use of Characters which
were derived from the modern Gothic; these were generally used by them
for Conveyances, Wills, &e. until about the Middle of the 17th Century.
I think the Set Chancery the most durable, and therefore the most proper
to be used in future for Patents, Charters, &e.”

# Reports from the Select Committee, appointed to inquire into the state of the Public
Records of the Kingdom (1800), p. 496,
From
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From the Return of Jonx Cavey, Ksq., Keeper of the Records in the
. Augmentation Ofice.®
“ The Character or Hand-writing of ancient Records, as far as my ob-
servation has extended, has gradually degenerated from Age to Age; thus
the Records of the Saxon era, whether written in Saxon or Latin, are infi-
nitely more plain and legible than those of subsequent Eras; they are also
little obscured with Abbreviations, which have ereated much Doubt and
Ambiguity in after-ages, particularly in that valuable Record Domesday

Book.

“ From the Norman Conguest until the Retgnof Henry I11. the Character
i in general plain and perspicuous; of this latter Reign, however, there are
many Records which cannot be read with facility, on account of the Intri-
cacy of the Character, and the Number of Abbreviations.

“The same Observations may be applied to Records from this Reign
until that of Edward 111. inclusive.

“From this Period downwards, I have experimentally found that less
Diffieulty oceurs in reading and translating Records, and that the Hands
used from the Reign of Richard II. to that of Philip and Mary are such as
may be read without much Trouble.

““ Iitherto each Reign appears to have had a set or uniform Character;
but in the Reign of Elizabeth and her Successors, the Clerical Mode seems
to have been in a great Measure abandoned, and each Transeriber to have
written according to his own Fancy ; and it is observable that the English
Records of the 16th and 17th Centuries are in general more difficult to he
read than the Latin Records of preceding Ages.

= Re?nrta from the Select Committee, appointed to inquire into the state of the Public
Itecords of the Kingdom (1800}, p. 499,

“ Ample
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“ Ample and accurate Specimens of the Characters used in all the
Periods of English History may be seen in Mr, Astle’s valuable Work on
the Origin and Progress of Writing, to which I therefore beg leave to refer,
as also to Madox’s Formulare Anglicanum, and Casley’s Catalogue of the
MSS. in the King's Library.”

The Publisher has availed himself of the researches of later Antiquaries,
to render the List of the Names of Places in the Appendix more correct
than in the former Editions.
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Erplanation of the Confractions wsed in Printing the Records and Manuscripls
copied in the Works printed wnder the divection of the Comimissioners of
Public Records. (Statutes of the Realm, Vol. 1. p. Ixiii.)

“ Wirn respeet to the Printed Contractions, it is to be observed, that
wherever the Manuseript is abbreviated, the Print has a Mark of Contraction,
as similar to that of the Manuseript as the types will admit. The different
Manuseripts vary a little from each other in the mode of making the several
Contractions. The following Explanation of the Marks of Contraction used
in the Print, may serve as well to render the Printed Copy intelligible, as
also to explain the Contractions in the Manuscripts, and to make the
reading and consulting of them, when necessary, more easy to Persons not
used to Ancient Records.

A Steaight Line over o Fowel deaofes the o ti | cio or tio
ontission of the Letfer m or n following. ”’_ LT = z | cion or tion
antiq* - = - - antiquam '%;:“.L o 3 : 5 ?;;:’:::::ufe
avaidiz - - - avaunditz 'F'i{.-a r Enise ol
comun - - = COTIIIN D S g E A PIECOTNS.
h I.-}iﬁ i i a - 1] I"l'[]IiIll'l] 7 '(!'E\I-I H“]]tq'l{ Ui} - - - l"_:- 1““_]![11!"!1'.!
s 5 z ; 3 T Gia - - - - Gratia
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# The following CHARACTERS o' ABBREVIATIONS have cerlain explicit

Nignifications, viz.

Character. Signification. ;
At the End of Words in Hhe Dative or Ablafive
Plural : '
3 us | abbatib; - - abbatibus | quib; - - - - quibus

sometimes | | 85 - - - -set(sed) |posss - - - - posset

et | |
| O szt conipielensive Mavk of Abbreciations :
| quit; = - - quilibet videl; - - - videlicet
qii; - - -quandoque
| | Not being the Dafive or Ablative Pleral ;
. | e \ }:1? m'fdl: ;-lmjusmodi dedim”® - - - dedimus
above the Line. | { huj - - hujus exc'are - - - excusare
sometimes ( p* - - - | _ .
os,orost | pt - - | post p tea - postea
: | ectenta - - contenta ST .
. 2 .| COMHOFED ) Chumi - - communi | seil congel
even with the Line.
i or g que absq, - - - absque | usg - - - - usque
.F'rrrlfrr.r-uff_gr wsed ﬁfﬁn:'.l‘.f}u :luﬂll'.l il quiu.
: 1-§E:-jlu:1: - - exercitum de?Es - - - - deners
] er itine - - - itinere manhe - - - manere
infregint - - infregerint

sometimes |

L1
= | eirssum - - - egressum | transgssum - transgressum

b4

T antecessoz - antecessorum | nios - - - nostrorum

Sometimes to mark an Ablreviation beginning with r:
coz - - = = = coronacionem
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The & appears in the Print whevever an Abbreviation
Sor et appears in the Manugeript.

I the Copies of some Seotel Rocords.

s & b3
fecit - - fecerit ctum - - - cerfum
9 o« - Ly
| amoetur - amercietur meator - - mercator
| T o 8y = .
H'F:;lf‘lllm* =  BErvVicium Wi = = = BOYVIT
q
cetan- - - cetera tram - - = terram
4
tspasours - frespasours
i . %Y .
fuit - - - fuerit huit - - - habuert

L = 0 wy
estovin - - estoverium | ovies - - -  overtes

As the Prepositions per and pro, and in forming

Wards :

cepit - - ceperit ppla - - - propria
pbii- - - probum psone - - - persone
aptement - apertement pfit - - - porofit
pmisit - - permisit | pmisit- - - promisit
pchein - - prochein | p* - - - - persona
patus - - paratus peeles - - - parceles
tempe - =- tempore corpum. = - COrporum

&Y k]

psentem - presentem Iplu;{ - = = prelatz
L T 5 L]

pdém - - predictum | pndront - - prendront
fiz - = - -fitg fex - - fotz
establizemens - establisementz | tenaunz -  tenauntz

L the Copics of sonie Records the following Characters

arCiE
Beotte - - Beottis | s afso Bhe Sawon Charactors.
Tord¢ - - Lords | P - - th | 5 - - 7

13 I“




XX INTRODUCTION.

“In citing the several Statute Rolls, Parliament Rolls, and Close,
Patent, I'ine and Charter Rolls, the Year of the King, the Part, if there
are more Rolls than one of the same Year, the Membrane or Skin, and the
Number of the Article, where it is so distinguished on the Roll, are particu-
larised ; and if it is on the Dorse or Back of the Roll, that also is noticed.
The several Membranes or Skins of which the Rolls are composed are fre-
quently numbered from the bottom to the top of the Roll, the Membrane at
the end being numbered 1, and so progressively up to the beginning of the
Roll :—thns

: : : . .. | The Great Roll of the Statutes, on the
Mug, Rot. Stat. m. 46 d. signifies e i
Rot, Parl. 6 Edw. 11, p, 2, an, 3. { Pu;]iun:nnrt.]{ull 6 Edward II.  Part 1.
wmber 3.
Fof. Claus. Close Roll.
Rol, Pul. atent Roll.
Rot. Fin. Fine Roll.
Rol, Cart.  Charter Roll.
fu Cedula,  In a Schedule or a separate Skin or Membrane attached to the

Roll.”
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PLATE I11.

Jacobus dei gra Anglie Beotie Francie
T Hibnie Rex fidei defensor Te.  Oimnibs
ad quos i}senfns tre puci"nint. sattm.
Sciatis qd nos de gra nra spiali ac

p octagini sex solid 1 octo dena¥ Te.

Jacobus Dei gratia Anglim Scotize Francim
et Hibernie Rex Fidei Defensor, ete.  Ommnibus
ad quos pracsentes litterse pervenerint Salutem.
Sciatis quod Nos de gratia nostra speciali ac
pro oetaginta sex solidis et octo denariis, etc.

Anmo 6 Jac. 1.
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