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"Tae Corney MEDAL.

to no medal having been awarded in some years, it now consists of
£403 9s. 84. New 21 per cent. Consols. The Bakerian Lecture
originated in 1775, through a bequest of Mr. Henry Baker, F.R.S.,
of £100, for an oration or discourse, to be spoken or read yearly by
some one of the Fellows of the Society, on such part of natural hiﬁtm'}
or experimental philosophy, at such time and in sach manner as the
President and Council of the Society for the time being shall please
to order and appoint. In case no lecture be given, there is a pain of
forfeiture attached to the bequest. The payment to the lecturer has
for many years been a fixed suin of £4.

The Copley Medal, which has long been regarded as the highest
scientific distinction that the Royal Society can bestow, originated in
a legacy of £100 from Sir Godfrey Copley, Bart., F.R.S., received in
1709. The testator directed that this sum should be laid ont in
experiments or otherwise for the benefit of the Society, as they shall
direct and appoint. For many years the interest of the fund was
paid to Dr. Desaguliers, Curator to the Society,* for various experi-
ments made before them, but in 1736 Martin Folkes, who subse-
quently became President of the Society, proposed to render Sir
Godfrey Copley’s donation more beneficial than at that time it was.
His suggestion was that instead of the annunal experiment, * a medal
cr other honorary prize should be bestowed on the person whose
experiment should be best approved, by which means he apprehended
a laudable emulation might be excited among men of genius to try
their invention, who, in all probability, may never be moved for the
sake of lucre.” Eventnally, in 1736, it was resolved that a medal of
the value of £5, to bear the arms of the Society, should be awarded
to the author of the most important scientific discovery or contribu-
tion to science by experiment or otherwise. The weight of the
medal was fixed at 1 oz. £ dwts. of fine gold. In 1831 it was resolved

* See anie, p. 17.
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receives a sum of about £52 yearly as its share, whick is paid over
by the Royal College of Physicians, which deals with the whole
property. The whole of the available balance is in each year paid
to the lecturer or for expenses.
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Tiue Darwix MEDAL.

to time towards the promotion of biological studies and research.
The amounnt has been invested in the purchase of £2500 South Eastern
Railway 4 per cent. Debenture Stock, which now forms the capital
of the fund. The annual income is nearly £100. In accordance with
a resolution of the Council, a medal, either in silver or in bronze, is
awarded biennially in reward of work of acknowledged distinetion
(especially in Biology) in the field in which Mr. Darwin himself
laboured. The medal is accompanied by a grant of £100, and the
balance of the proceeds is from time to time to be added to the
capital fund. The first medal was awarded to Alfred Russel Wallace.

No. 14. TuaE Joune MeMoriaL Fuxp,

In 1890 the Joule Memorial Committee transferred to the Society
the balance in their hands, the proceeds to be applied for the en-
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snbject matter of the inquiry shonld be previously settled and pro-
pounded by the Couneil three years preceding the day of the award.
Her Majesty Queen Victoria, upon ascending the throne{was
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e 3

Kew Observatory in 1891, from the south-east.

tion for the Advancement of Science, who continued to manage it
through a committee until 1871,

Mr. J. P. Gassiot, then Chairman of the British Association Com-
mittee for the management of the Observatory, having put in trost
with the Royal Society an endowment of £10,000 for the purposes of
the Observatory, the management was in that year transferred to the
Royal Society, under whose control it has remained, and since that
date the Kew Committee has consisted entirely of Fellows of the
Society appointed by the Conneil. The following is a list of members
since 1871, the names of the present committee being distingnished
by asterisks :—

*Captain W. de W. Abney, C.B.; *Prof. W. G. Adams; *Captain
BE. W. Creak, R.N,; Captain Sir F. Evans, K.C.B.; *Prof. G. Carey
Foster; *Mr. F. Galton, (Chairman since 1888); Mr. J. P. Gassiot;
Lieutenant-General Sir J. H. Lefroy, K.C.M.G.; *Prof. J. Perry;
Admiral Sir G. H. Richards, K.C.B.; ¥The Earl of Rosse, K.P.
#Prof. A. W. Riicker; Mr. de la Rue (Chairman, 1883-1888)
Gteneral Sir E. Sabine (Chairman 1871-83); *Mr. R. H. Scott;
*Mr, W. N. Shaw; Major-General W.J. Smythe; Mr. Spottiswoode ;
*Lit.-General R. Strachey, C.8.I.; Mr. E. Walker; General J. T.
Walker, C.B.; *Rear-Admiral W. J. L. Wharton, C.B.; Sir Charles

















































































































































































































































































