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consuming all its own wheat, and instead of exporting large quantities
to us as formerly, has rely stopped doing so. Russia is
a severe famine of its own. There is every reason lo believe
that food supplies will get tighter and tighter, and in the meantime our
excess of births over deaths is over Joo0,000 A year, or over 1,000 A O
If supply is getting more difficult and our demand and that of other
countries becomes greuter, is it any wonder that prices rise? or is it
likely that they will stop rising ? '

THE ONLY EFFECTIVE REMEDY.

The only cure for labour unrest therefore to give the workers
some means of improving their conditions, and the only means by
which this can be done to any great extent is for the working
classes to follow the example of the middle classes, and to limit
their families to the number of children that they feel they can
manage to do justice to. If a man earns 25/- a week, he can support a
wife and one child with something over ithe absolute minimum of existence,
while if he has five or six children the struggle is impossible. By having
only one or two children he not only makes conditions better for himsel,
his wife, and his child, but ne will help to stop the great increase of the
demand for food which raises —.____..:r_... , and he will avoid floodi ngr the
labour market with large numbers, which lowers wages. He will gain
immediately, therefore, by having fewer to keep, and still more later by
higher w i and lower prices. That this whatever may be
said , againgl l,, G shing . diGthig, countoe after, the. Black. Death

7-9, Finsbury Stroat, E.C.
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1o, That therelore the reduction of the birth-rate should be
w(:]l;'mm,—ﬂ and ¢|1|::l:|n|:rag{11 70 ) |ﬂJ!|i: a5 it 15 foand to be a.ci:nm'pau'ind IJIJ.""
a material reduction of the death rate

11 That, while i no Wiy :lun:rlli[ the Pl'lﬂ.'hl.h“.tli' of IJI!iII'lB.IEl!,"
supporting a much larger population or of accelerating the present
incremse of fool production, and while welcoming all efiorts in this
direction, human life ought not o be produced bevond the reasonable
expectation of immedinte resulis

2. That the strupgle for existerce due to over popalation i3 not
the best factor for race improvement, or even a usefnl one, unless
humanitarian schemes for the preservation of the less it are abandoned,
and that it should therefore be eliminated as far as possible by all
civilised commuonities

13. That prudential limitation of familics enables early marriage
tir become general by removing the fear of economic difficulties, and is
therefore a most important step towands the elimination of prositution
and venereal disease, and thus for the moral and physical improvement
ol the race

i4. That, in addition, the universal knowledge of hygienic means
of limitation of births. especially by women, will be a great factor for
race improvement by rational selection, owing 1o the natnral desire of
women 1o avoid having childrer who are sickly or unlikely o have a
goodd change in life,

15 That the improvement of the race as a whole and of the
coming generation is only compatible with the harmonious develop-
ment of parents (women as well as men) in all their faculties, and that
this development can only be secored by the fresdom of women to have
anly such children as they desine

1. That the elimination of unfitness shoold, as [ar as possible, be
attained, not by restriction of marriage, segregation, or by sterilization
{which should be resorted to only m the case of those obviously
incapabile of self-control, such as lunatics and criminalsy, but by the
inculcation of the great respensibility of parenthood and of the cffects
of such hereditary transmission, combined with a general knowledge
of the most hygienic means of limiting families.

17. Thai, from the national or patriotic standpoant, it iz not to the
present advaniage of this coonmtry that the government or sochet
should encourage greater reproduction, bat that every effor should e
macke o preserve and increase our national sources of subsistonce,

and thas to reduce our general and infantile mortality to iis natural
I EL TR,

15. That the siruggle for existence doe to over population has
been the chief factor in human as in animal evolution, and therefors

has been chiefly instrumental in bringing about existing sociall
systems | and that it &5 consequently useless to expect any great
alteration in the constitution of society, or that any material im -o?}
ment would result from i, without removing the fundamental ;Limlﬂ

of over population

I
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VARIAT/ONS IN BIRTH-RATE &e. IN
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THIRTY-FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE MALTHUSIAN LEAGUE.

IT is with unusually great pleaure that the Couneil are able
to present the Heport of the thirty-fourth vear of the
working of the League,  From the ineeption uf the move
ment the racord, so far as ads iption of neo-Malthusian practice
and the fall of the bieth-rate is coneerne 1, has been one of oni
form progress ; but recently, and especially during the last
:.'l.-':il', the L.|1.'=I.1:|-:_'-' ‘.'l'n.'.'!u'-i-t I:?]:! I'l-|'ll:_"|'.f|i--|| -:-r1||:'!r [ari|:-'i[:-||-$ :4‘,|d
aims hag heen -'l.Hl-C:-:Il'iei]Ji:It'_:. and it miny TR f.;li'r|.1' h|_' -.'|i||_ -',]|.;||_
there is no body of public, seientific, or even clerical opinion
which does not contain some warm sympathisers with our
doctrines. From all quarters of the world, including the
Eastern nations letters of sympathy and encouragement have
come i, and we may soon expect to see not only the open
acknowledgement of npeo-Malthusisn  pringiples  throughout
Europe, America and Australin, but a recognition of them, amnd
a decling of the birth-rate, in India and Chine.  When this
commences, tha Inst stages in the congquest of the stroggle for
axistence as regands humanity will have been reached, the rapidl
alimination of famine, pestilence, and war may be confidently
anticipated, and we shall be able to settle down to the most
pleasant part of neo-Malthusian propaganda, the application of
selective restriction to the elimination of hereditary onfitness
and the improvement of the quality of the mce, in conformity
with the teachings of true negative eugenics
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Tur Late Mr. W. H. Revxoups.

Before entering upon details of the year's progress, reference
must be made to the loss which the cause has sustained by the
death of Mr. W. H. Keynolds, late Secretary and Treasurer of
the League, which took place on September 30th last. Mr.
]{ng:l'nu]dﬁ. kod been assoeiated with the Leagne from its in-
ception, and one of its secretaries since 1880, He took upon
himself the somewhat dangerous work of publishing neo-
Malthusian literature, and for sowe years prior to hiz death he
sent out something like fifty-thousand pamphlets and leaflets
annually. He united this on hiz own responsibility with the
supplying of preventive devices, as the League felt unable to
undertake any part in practieal propaganda. Notwithstanding
these activitics, Mr. Heynolds was highly esteemed, and he was
elected & memhber of many local ;_:I'l'l."{-em:ir‘lg 1](!15#&. and o mem-
ber of the Metropolitan Water Board from its formation. He
was less interested in the scientific and public exposition of our
snhject than in its personal aspect and application, but his werk
undoubtedly did an immense amount to bring about sctual
family restriction.

Major General Elphinstone Beghbie, C.I., one of our vice-
presidents, has very kindly accepted the position of Hom.
Treasurer, and D, and Mre. Drysdale have carried on the work
of Hon. Secretaries.

Tie James Winte Caze.

The year under review opened tragieally with the result of
the trial of James White for having sold ecopies of Mr. J. K.
Holmes' *“True Morality,” containing a list of preventive
appliances, in the market places, at Stanley, Darham, on 29th
Oetober previously., Although the League was not able to
approve of Mr. White's action in selling the book in the o
atreat, a fund was opened for his defenee, which was undertaken
by Mr. Holmes. After being sentenced at Durham, on Januvary
Ind, 1911, to a fine of £20 snd costs or three months im-
prisonment in default, Mr. White was set at liberty, ns an
appeal to the Court of Criminal Appeal was proposed. This
appesl was heard on January 30, and was rejected. Thereupon,
Mr. White returned to Gateshead, still at liberty, and he was
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not arrested until March 20th., ‘The Council of the League
immediately sent & memorial to the Home Sccretary, explaining
the vital public importance of the careful dissemination of
knowledge of preventive methods, and asking for Mr. White's
IE]'I'.‘-"I.SI', on the ',:Tl"ll.llll.i.-'l of his g-.“.ll'nl 't1'|l:1'r|I:.i|:-||-4r hia aga, ;|_||-;!
wink ]:Il.'él.}LhII anid the doubt as to Lha ]l_'f.ﬂij_:,' of his re-arraat
after release at Durbam., A letter was then received from the
Home Secretary, :Ii':.l'.ill:.{ that he conld not interfere, and that
bhe was informed that the '|_'|ri.*ﬂ|t-'r WS in [__;uu'-.:l health mnnt.;l]l],r
and physically. This was on May 6Gth, and on the 16th o
letter was received from Mr. White, saying that he had not
been able to eat or sleep from internal paing night and day.
On the 20th May, Me. White suddenly died in prison, from
the rupture of a blood vessel A strong representation was
made to the Home Secretary, but the reply was that Mr, White
had received carsful medical treatment, and that death was
from unavoidable causes. A reliof fumd was opened by the
League, and Mrs. White, who is over sixty years of age, has
raceived 58 weekly from the date of Mr. White's entry into
prisomn,

[xrerwATIONAL ¥Eo-MarTnusiax Coxoness, Drespes.

The remarkably sneeessful Congress organised by Dir. Rutgers
and the Duteh neo-Malthusian League at the Hague in 1910,
led to o wery cordial official invitation from the authorities of
the International Hygiens Exhibition at Dresden, to hold a
similar congroess there during the summer. As Herr Max
Hansmeister, of the German Socin]l Harmonisehe Vercin, was
||l]'|||"|'!‘]|| amnd Tir. 'E{nl_:_::-r,q wias unable to nndertake o ?"-!'!U-"-It
Congress, the English League undertook the organisation, and
with the great help of Frau Marie Stritt of Dresden and D
Helena Stocker of Berlin, the Congress was most satisfactorily
arranged for September 24th to 25th. About one |I'I!L'll'=*1_ull'i1
fift ¥ persong attended and the |:-I'II"'!'-‘:'E':IIE-C waere 'n'l"'-l-r:}' asaiabmd
by Prof., Knut Wicksall and Dr. A, Nystrom from Sweden ;
]]‘I, . l{l!ll'_;-'l'.-: anid Mynhesr Gr 11, Holland ; M. . ”-%I'-l:l.',
Franee : Die. and ; sdale and Mr. A. P, Busch-Michell,
Great Britain : Fran Rosiks Schwimmer, Hungary 3 and Fran
Maria Stritt, Fran Dr. Stoclker, Frau Meissal Hess, Frau A.
.“fh|_l-|:|'|'.|gi_]_.ﬂ'.ﬁri.l:_r\|_—r1 Die. H. B |:|I,|I_:I,|.l'l"1 [y, :\I-\.Il.llll-h-l:l Dir. F. Gold-
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stein, Dr. Bornstein, Herr Max Hansmeister and several others,
from Germany. Keports and adhesions also came from Dr. Win.
Robinson, New York; Dr. Mascaux, Belgium; Prof. . Michels,
Dr. L. Berta and others in Ttaly; and representatives in Den-
mark, Russia, Spain and Portugal. From commencement to
finish the enthusissm of the Congress was remarkable, and the
following important resolutions were passed nem con.

O Tuesday morning, after the diseussion on D, Nyatrom's
paper, & resolution was carried in the following terms: **The
neo-Malthusian Congress in Diresden desires to state that one of
the most important aims of neo-Malthusianism is, by the in-
telligent restriction of families, to facilitate early marriage, and
thus to efiectively reduce prostitution.”

At the close of the debate on neo-Malthusianism and Race
Hygiene (Eugenies), on Tuesday afternoon, the following
rezglution was adopted: *“The Fourth International nee-
Malthusian Congress observes with great regret that many Haes
Hygienists and Kugenists are under the impression that neo-
Malthusianism must bhave an injurious influence upon the
quality of the race. The Congress desires to express its opinion
that no rational rmoee ||_3.rgiena or race improvement can he
arrived at without intelligent application of neo-Malthusian
prineiples.”

On Wednesday moruing, after Dr. Drysdale’s paper on
International Peace, the Congress adopted the following: "“The
Fourth International neoMalthusian Congress has observed
with great pleasure the efforts which have been made by the
movements for Arbitmtion and International Peace, and ex-
presses its opinion that a rationsl regulation of population is
easential for the success of these aims.”

Apd in bringing the Congress to a close the following re-
solution was passed, with an instruction that each delegate or
League should use its diseretion as to forwarding it to the
Government of its country: “The Fourth International neo-
Malthusinn Congress in Diresden desirez to call the attention of
all Govermuents to the evil results arising from the great
pressure of population in all long-civilised countries as regards
poverty, unemployment, overcrowding and race deterioration,
and hopes that they will give the most earnest attention to
this matter with u view to reducing the birth-rate, especially
among the poorer and less capable classes.”

The Congress opened with a gathering at the Royal Bel-
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Jan, 20, Lewisham Union Literary Society, D'r. Drysdale,
“Js Nature Bountiful 1"

Fab., 4. DBattersea and Clapham Freethought Society, Dr.
Drysdale, ** The Deelining Birth-Rate.”

Feb. 26. Tottenham Womens’ Co-operativa Guild, Dr. A. T).
Vickery, * How to be Happy though Married,”

Mar. 17. Cleltenham Kthical Society, Dr. Drysdale, * The
Declining Birth-Rate.”

Mar. 21. Hove Womens' Freedom League, Dr. Drysdale,
" Woman's Sullrage and the Birth-Rate.”

Mar. 27. Malthusian League, London Members, “At Home."

April 19, Croydon Womens' Freedom League, Dr. Drysdale,
“ Womens' Suflrage and the Birth-Hate."

April 24. Malthusian League, London Members, * At Home."

Dr. W. G, Earengey has also lectured to the South Wales
Miners on the Population Question,

“Thur Frepwomax.”

An event of comsiderable importance during the year lias
been the advent of a new feminist paper : * The Freewoman,”
under the editorship of Mizz Dora Mareden and Miss Mary
Gawthorpe, ably scconded by Miss Grace Jardine. This paper
made its first appearance on November 23rd, 1911, and it has
throughout been charaeterised by the most remarkable openness
of mind and axprau!ium no subject whatever sseming to have
been banned. A series of articles on the population question from
the feminist and cconomic standpoints were contributed by Dr.
Ilr}'aialu, and prdoced & most animated diseussion, in which
a fair measure of agrecment was shown with pec-Malthusian
doctrines,  Among the opponents it was interesting to note
that some granted the law of Malthus but objectied to pre-
ventive means, while others advoeated prevention for individual
reasons amml strongly challenged the population doctrine. Tt is
greatly to be regretted that many Socialists still seem determined
toheap ridicale and alwse upon the Malthusian doctrine, and their
eontroversial methods make it impossible for any self-respecting
person to argue with them. It is their refusal to recognize this
doctrine which has hampered their own efforts, and the new
Syndicalist movement appears to show that State Socialiam is
breaking down just as it appeared to be winning.
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4
Pracrican PROPAGANDA.

The most erying need in this country at the present time is
undoubtedly a propaganda smong the poorest classes, combining
simple and properly expressed information concerning the
mesns of prevention, and the supply of the best devices at the
most moderate possible expense. Apart from the economie
question of poverty, this information is the more necessary, as
comparatively few poople know of the hest metheds, and in-
ferior and deleterious preventive devices appear to be civenlated,
as well as poizonous drugs for causing abortion. 1t must be
regarded as nothing less than remarkable that such unguestion-
ably good reaults have been attained as rr:ga.rdj illlphr\'cm&nt of
the public health by family limitation, despite the difficulties of
every kind which have been put in the way of obtaining satis-
factory information ; and this gives some idea of the value of
the results which will be obtained when the best methods are
universally known and used TUnfortunatcly, at the present
time all attempts at a propaganda in this direction by printed
information is made almost impossible by the action of the
government and postal authorites, but there is no objection to
judicions verbal propaganda; and our members are earnestly
arged to de all they can in this direction, taking great care to
avoid imparting it to voung unmarried persons. A medical
man of great experience in this direetion iz willing to give in-
formation to our members, and if they are willing to help in
such propaganda, and will communicate with the Hon, Secre-
taries, they will be put in touch with him. The result of such
practical propaganda by the Dutch neo-Malthusian League has
heen most brilliantly successful, as the death-rate and infantile
mortality has fallen more rapidly and steadily in that country
than any other, dlospite the fact that few if any humanitarian
reforms have been carried out,

One of our lady members who is a distriet visitor has heen
carrying on this work for some years with the most gratifying
results,

The Council of the League desires to express its great regret
at the action of the Government and other aunthorities in ham-
pering the diffusion of the knowledge of hygienic means of pre-
vention of conception, and holds that the Government and
society is thereby entively responsible for the use of noxious
drugs and other attempts at abortion which are so lamentably
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“The Problem of Race Regeneration,” by Dr. Havelock
Ellis.

“The Methods of Race Regeneration,” by Dr. C. W.
Baleeby. :

“The Declining Birth-Rate,” by Dr. A. Newsholme.

These three eixpenny booklets, issued by the National
Council of Public Morals, are very instroctive—the firat
especially.

N ational ]I||p|:i||.eu under Individualism,” 1dr. Hinnie
Dunlop. An excellent little booklet on the population
diffieulty.

“Racial Deeay,” by Commissioner O, C. Beale (Fifield, 5(-),
A strong indictment of family limitation.

“La Depopulstion de la France,” by Dr. Jacques Bertillon
{(Felix Alcan, Paris, 6 fea). The hest attampi hitherto
maide at disproving the neo-Malthusian doctrine.

“Malthus et scs Disciples,” by G. Hardy {Generation Con-
geiente, Paris, 50 centimes).  An excellent shore history of
the movement.

U Nenmalthusianismus und Arztestand,” by Dr. H. Eohleder
{Die Neue Generation, Berlin, 20 pig.). A definite siate-
ment of the medical doty of advising the use of contra-
ceplives, in cases of certain diseases, et

A pamphlet entitled ** Is Artificial Limitation of Families [n-
jurious to Health or Morality,” containing the latest medical
and other evidence on the question will shortly be issued by
Dr. Drysdale, and it is hoped that his large work on the
“Birth Rate Question,” will seon be in the publisher's hande.

A pamphlet on * Freewomen and the Birth-Bate," containing
the opening article of the Freewoman discussion has already
been reprinted.

Tne Menicar ProrEssiox,

The change in the openly expressed attitude of the medieal
prefession towards our question has oeen so marked, that it is
being dealt with specially in snother pamphlet. Even so
recently sz 1904 the South-western Bianch of the British
Medical Association passed a resolution condemning the growing
use of “‘echolics and contraceptives.” The disingenuousness of
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eoupling together two such widely different mwatters as pre
ted with the

15 shown by the

'\"E]'ll.i.llll -cL!ltli .L-:lli'l". 011 Wis E|:|,1|,-1|I, L &y e
ﬁllbﬂ:!f‘:". and the absurdity of the rescluti
fact that five years later when the use of
greatly ancreased, instead of reaffirming
greater force, the only expression on the subject was that of
1}r. Ballantyne w |
withont rej
I;|'.t! British Aedic
other hand, there
from econtmental

bui -!ILI. stioned  whetle

unnlation

And
(On the
testimony
3 5 that
hygenie means of prevention are In no way wjarious Lo health.
De. Treub, the n, Lir.
Nystrom, Dir. K last bt
not least Frof. | of this
:!L||~~;Ii|||| .|;|L|;. [T} ||r the
mejority of 1 laat the
I!illl'.::ll'i:l.ll '.‘|| Al H-_':-:.;:.:' |-r|-'-i.||-l| Y EE |l.'.' e ,l.].'e'
eminent professor of gynecology, delivered a judgment on a
|:rr|,'|||-.-.:i|_in|| of the covernment to restrict the diffusion llF]'l:f:-
ventive devices, and deculed strongly against it, on the gr e
of the general health of the community,

In the Guardian Dr. Killick Millanl, [08e, Medical CHlicer
of Health for Leicester, criti d the i::-ill-]l of 1 m on both
m|||.'|.] and med rroundg, and there seems little doukbt that
all opposition from the m gide will now dismppear, while
on the other wl it 18 Deeoming mord e
Ll |:l.' lead

TRl Conci

and other physicia

eminent  gynecologist
rz, Dir. Ro
| all

lead uphe -'.I::Ii1:;,_'i R |

s |jf |-|'|-|.|-|.||| 3 And in et

nized that re
to ahortion and
well as infants

gtriction of preventive methods inve

the most serious CONSEGUences Jor women as

UTue MacTausiax”

The Organ of the League has bome evidence of greatly
increased aetivity doring the year, and the volume of material
" ficient to fill & paper double
s lately been given to the

available cach month bas been e
the size. Consulerable thought i
4|l|l':=lil'll of extending the cirenlation of the |-|'r-|'|': s
from any question of title, there 8 the difficulty that it is al
present of too scientific a character 0 Lse ‘:"-|=|I|.il.!'.. A pon-
giderable am of seientific diseussion is necessary in order to
repel the o ems which are made on seientific grounds, and

, af M
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the only means of including more popular material would be
by increasing the size of the paper. The question of a change
of title, preserving the present one as a sub-title, has been
much discussed, but up to the present no entirely satiefactory
title has been found,

Among the new contributors of articles to the paper this
year have been Prof. A. Forel, with whom an important dis-
eussion of neoMalthusianizm and engonics has been earried on.
Mr. W. R Binks, De. Binnie Dunlop, Mizss HRoberta Hees,
Mr. J. J. Meyrick, Mr. R. H. Chandler, and Mizs A. Neilans ;
and many others have contributed to the discussions and sent
ugeful information. The Editor desives to cordially thank
these ladies and gentlemen, as well as the old fricnds who have
given so much assistanee,

An important new departure this year has been the inelusion
of dingrams of vital statistics, which greatly facilitate the proof
of the Malthusian doctrine, and show the progress of the
movement I vapious conuntries.

Tne Evcexica MovEumesT.

It is pleasant to be able to report that the Eugenics move-
ment in this country shows a steady progress in the directions
of restriction of the unfit and recognition of the factor of
environment, hoth in its direet effects and indireet influence as
regards the racial poisons. On the other hand, the German
Race-Hypienists still largely maintain the necessity of the
elemental struggle for existence, and the subordination of
women to pure sex functions. In order to clearly define the
neo-Malthusian position on these questions s series of supple.
mentary prineiples have besn drawn up, which although not
binding on our members, have been uoanimonsly approved.
There iz nothing in them which modify in any way the original
doetrines of our movement, but they may serve to clear up the
misconceptions which have so frequently arisen,

The Eugenice Education Society have degided to hold an
International Eugenics Congress at the London University, on
24th to 30th July, at which Dr. Ploetz will read & paper on
neo-Malthusianism, and Dr. Drysdale, as representing the
Malthugian League, has been invited to open the discussion.
It is hoped that many of our members will join in this
Congress.
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Progress 15 tee CrvRen,

In November last, the Bishop of London made one of his
diatribes apainet family limitat
immediately deluged with such a storm of protest,
write and ain that i
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arenily, theref
and multiply " doctrine.  Notwi
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Dr. Inge, the IDean of St Paul’s, in hi= remarkz as Chairman
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st the Sociological SBociety, on Febroary 13th, 1912. The

following is the Dedy Felegraph veport :—

The Dean of St. Pauls, who presided, in opening the disoussion,
urged the absolute necessity for the passage of the bill dealing
with the fechble minded in che interests of public health. With
regard to the reduced birth-rate among the middle and the
upper clusses, some poople had used very strong language about
tho selfishness of persons who deliberately had small faomlies. It
wns only fuir to say that, though in some casen small families
ward due to selfshness, in many cases they wers duo to unselfish.
ness, and invalved a great deal of self-denial for the benefit of the
children. That was not altogether & bad sign.  If taxation wers
=0 arranged as to press most hardly oo the very best and most
valuable part of the community—by which he did not mesn the
dukes or the Park Lane millionaires, but the intellipent, thrifty,
seli-reliant, hardworking class—for the benefic of the wastrols,
then, whatever they ought to do, they might be perfectly cortain
that the result would be that they would restrict their numbers,
It could not be helped. When the Stute went on, vear after year,
piling new burdens on this class, the inevitable result must be
taken into scconnt by thoss interested in eugenics. (Hear, hear. )

The incrense of the population was not o thing desirabie in
iteclf, except in such half populsted countries as Australia and
Canada, where there was room for plenty of people: but the
must nob blink thoe fact that the enormous improvemonts in sani.
tation and the inerease in the lengih of human life hed created an
-a:l:l,‘:l}tu‘!illg't'l.' Mriﬂllﬂ lnﬂ}]‘ﬂeqn '|.rhi4:-|| musl nak lu) g‘]ri'rhgd. Il. WaR
a problem to which po solution bad yet been found. At present,
happily, there was room for cugonic children, however many
waera born, in the waste pluoes nﬁl-u enarth. That would not he
the case very long, amd he m;matml that this quatt.'mn of Overs
crowding was a thing that must not be shirked. After all,
quality was more than guantity, and the great mensce to our
civilisation was not so much the stationary birth-rate of the up
clnssos ms tho groat increase among the poor and ill-fed population
of our groat towns,

Dr, Inge has since written even more strongly in the [aily
Mail on the subject of Labour unrest, accusing our public men
of shelving the population difficulty,

Even the Roman Catholics are showing signs of wavering, as
shown by the correspondence started by Mr. H. Lee Jones in
The Catholic Times. Mr, Lee Jones carries on o paper, The
Well Doer, in Liverpool, in which the necessity for family
restriction by * moral restraint " is strongly enforced.

It appears likely that within the next few years many of

the Clergy will openly ally themselves with neo-Malthusian
propagania,




Tae Navionan Covxon oF Poele Monats,

The principal evidence of the improved attitude of the
Chureh is however given by the formation of the National
Council of Public Morals, containing some thirty Archbishops,
Bishopa, and other Church dignitaries, and prominent scientific
aunthorities. This Couneil although it has issued a report n
which Mr. Anthony Comstock and other apos s of orthodox
" purity * figures, has apparently felt the peed of seientifie
authority, and has issued some sixpenny booklets entitled New
Tracta 1!_',2‘ the Times. The first thrie of these deal with the hirth
rate question, and are g0 remarkably outspoken and modern in
their views as to astonish us, and the first of them, by Dr.
Havelock Ellis, contains the strongest justifieation of family
limitation, and ridieules those who would seek to check it
It 15 noteworthy that several books of the sevies are devoted
to the qll,l_-:ililﬂl of “ Haen |':4'|.11'I|1’!!:t1'i-=-!a.-' which :r|'|_l5:'i;;!'.'||];|,'
recalls our International Federation of Human Repenemtion,
the title of the International neo-Malthusian movement.

Tar IxteRxaTiona) ¥eo-Mavrivsiax MovEMEN:

[t would be :!||'||-n-;-':|'y|-- within the limits of this report to
||'I:I.'k|' .‘L::_'L' il.'!:lE'I!:Pl. il |'l'.|'4|'.|i|5'i||g Ii|.|' activities of the vark 1%
110 "nT.L;l_||'.|_.hi:|.|| .":--l_'.:.n-_'l,i_l_-zh --;|||_'i||-_L ||||- YEr, and it will be shown
to some extent by the peport of the Dipesden Congress, Al
that can be said 15 that in twelve countries at least an extremely
active and rapidly incrensing propagands 18 going on, and that
four or five others are at the point of forming organizations for
the purpossa The list of constituent hodies of the Internastional
Federation, printed above, gives some idea of the seope of the
movement, and during the pasi year afiilintions have been
applied for by Leagues in Bweden and Flemish Belgium.
Italy will po Iy he the next :

The International neo-Malthusian Boresn of Correspondence
and Defence initiated at the Hagoue Congress of 1910, has been

s wh have b )]

niry Lo orm & Lenproe

actively engaged In supporting oul
attacked in various countries, nd il i_'\-' Mr. Jame White 1
England, M. Humbert and others in Franee, and Senor Luis

Bulfli in Spad All th have received grants in aid of their
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legal expenses. It is a matter for congratulation that in France,
where prosecutions have been so frequent for many years past,
they are now beginning to fail, and in several instances
judgment has been in favour of the propagandists. The In-
ternational Borean has also commenced it2 international pro-
paganda work by issuing lists of addresses of Lhose willing to
be written to on the g lyjmet, and it hae aleo issned the dia-
crams of vital statistica made by Dir. Dryasdale, with brief
pxplanations in English, Dutch and Esperanto.

The Officers of the International Burean are at present ;

President : Dr. C. V. Drysdale, 49, Rotherwick Road,
Hampatead Garden Suburb, London, X.W,

Hom, Treosurer - M. G. Hardy, 29, Rue Pixérégourt,
Paris, X X.

Hom. See.: Dr. J. Rutgers, 9, Verhulstsiraat Den Haag,
Holland ;

who will be glad to receive subscriptions for CAFTYing o6 the
work.

Russia,

Before leaving the International question reference should
he made to Russia, in which as yet no organised neo-Malthusian
movement exisis.  This eountry bas for years past had a birth-
rate approximating to 30 per 1,00, and a death-rate of 32 to
35 per 1,000, while its infantile J|'|-e|r[:a|;i[3' iz no less than 260
or 270 per 1,000. For n few years past its death-rate has
shown signs of diminishing without a foll in the birth-rate, but
this could not continue, and RKussin is now in the !_(rip[t of &
widespread famine,

IxDua,

A most encouraging feature of the yoar has been the signe of
interest in our question in India. The first manifestation of it
was given in the Indian paper “Capital”® in August last,
reporting the remarks of Babu Nilambara Mukerji, M.A.,
Chairman of the Calecutta Municipality, who at a meeting of the
Hindu Marriage Reform League, earnestly advised every young
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Tue Decuse oF e Binra-Kate

The birth-rate of England and Wales in 1911 sgain showed
a sharp drop to 24.4 as compared with 25.1 in 1910, and 36.4
in 1876. Unfortunately the Hailway Sirike combined with
the intensely hot summer cansed such an epidemic of infantile
mortality as to quite prevent the equal fall in the death-rate
which would normally have occurred, and the death-rate rose
from 13.5 in 1910 to 14.6 in 1911, and the infantile mortality
from 106 to 130 per 1,000 Under normal circumstances, wa
ought to expect an exceptional fall in the death-rate and
infantile mortality this year, due to the cumulative fall in the
birth-rate, but the interference with food transport due to
strikes may again prevent it.

PAUrBRi=M,

The records of pauperism show a fairly steady decline over
the whole pericd of the declining birth-rate. The following
are the figures for the total number of persons in receipt of
relief, hoth indoor and cutdoor, per 1,000 of the population in
England and Wales, according to the Daily News Fear Book
for 1912:—

1875 1880 1885 1890 1805 1000 1005 1910 1911
ME 333 203 279 204 2(.2 215 4 24D

CHRIME.

As the idea has been freely expressed that crime is on the
increase as a result of the breaking down of the old sanetions
of morality, it 18 satisfactory to note that the latest report of
the Commissioners of Prisons ;-zl_run!._-L]r' -|-¢_=i;|1||!i_:||:er. this ides.
In this report it was stated that in the last fifty years the
proportion of persons proceeded agninst for indictable offences
per 100,000 of the population baz decreased from 276 to 187,
The following table of convietions from 1903 to 1911 is given
in the Daily News Year Book for 1912,
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DRUNKERNESS,

As regards the whole country, the reduction of drunkenness
woes on most satisfactorily. The convietions per 10,000 of the
'||-:!|J'|]]:|.Ii.||| have fallen steadily from G4 in 1900, to 49 in 19100
M. Bertillon, in his strongly anti-Malthosian book, *“La
Depopulation de la France,” shows most decidedly that sobriety
and small families are closely associaved.

WThose of ws who have occasion to mix with the workers of
[.lrl'lrl_1.‘ ':FI- ]ﬂ_‘l_;cl'p ecentres cannot fail to |:|i',|h.¢:|"|.'1’\- the impmremant
in the general drinking habits of the nation, as evidenced by
the substitution of unlicensed eating houses for licensed ones,
and by the frequent absence of intoxicating liguors from tables
in licensed restaurants and clobs, Drunkenness in private life
i3 now anathema, and the man who eannot eontrol himzelf be-
comes more or less an outeast from good society."—Mr. B, W.
Branthwaite, Home Office '|||||'[>r_-¢tnr under the Inebriate's Aets.
(Daily Mail ¥ear Book, 1912, p. 48.)

Tue Cos1 or LiviNe.

Ome of the most serious manifestations of the past few years
has been the consideralde increase in the cost of living, which
shows gigns of continuing and haz been one of the chiefl canses
of labour onrest. This rise lias gone on more of lezz uniformly
from 1806, and has been aboul 20 per cent. in Great Britain,
30 per cent. in France and Germany, and 40 per cent. in the
Uwnited States. TProf. Ashley and other economists have sought
to explain this rise of prices by the increased ouwtpnt of gald,
but although thiz would certainly luve causged an inerease in
the average price of all commodities, it wonld not Ill!l,'.l'.'\&ﬁl'i!"l-lj'
have done so to any great extent as regards food unless thers
were an obvious deficiency, or wages had considerably risen.
If this explanation were true, also it wonld have caused a
Lairly uniform vise in prices over the world, whereas the rise
was double as great in the United States as in Great Britain.
On the other hand, it is known that the population of the
United Stutes has now risen to such an extent that it is
absorbing practically all its own corn supply, and shows signs
of having soon to import, and this, in conjunction with the
tarills, would amply explain the rise of prices.




Two most important contributions to this question have beer
the article E'_I Mr. Secholim Rowntres in E|.,_- Confenmarary
Kerviewe, October |!|3'|I in which he showed Lh Y
the lowest weel
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of living which has caused the
wdvanee of real hail Leem more or less steady
from 1864 to 1396 eated and turned into & material
decline. It is worthy of note, however, that so far us figures
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B, T. 14th Abstract of Labour Statistios, pp. 68 and 1356,
[ L [h M.
: B.O.T. Labour Gazette, November, 1811.

It will L =een, ‘.§||_-1-:'I-f|1'4'I that in Treland, with its “"-"-]_'!"
hias ol -..'.' hesn 1.2
andd ¥y
been actually
nile

per cent., as against nearly 10 per ¢
and in France there appears to have
of 6 per cent. in real wages during tl i =
have been full resently of the astonishing evidence ol the
wealth of France as shown byt subscriptions to the State
R |.!||'|.'+':II'|' J.I-J!:-c, ale.
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* The cash wages of Irish agricultural la ers have risen 20 por
cent. gines 1880, and those of English agricultural labourars only
O per cent.




The eourse of wages and prices in this country are shown in
the annexed diagram together with the * real wages,” abtained
by dividing one by the other. The figures for wages and prices
are taken from Prof. Ashiley, who statez that they wers pre-
pared by the Local Government Board in 1909,

Mr., Hanotp Cox ox Lapour USREST.

iln the last article it was argued that in order to improve
the posifion of the labourer relatively to the capitalist, we must
increase the supply of capital. The astute reader will douhtless
pheerve that it might be equally effective Lo reduece the supply
of lnbour by reducing the birth-rate. T agree, and am fully
convineed that a high atandard of comfort for the whole of
the population is impossible if large numbers of people bring
children into the world withour recard to the means available
for their maintenance : but I forbear to press this point, lest I
should bring upon my head o torrent of abuse from celibate
bishops."—thaily Graplie, 28nd March, 1312,

Tig FEar or Wai.

The only i1'|:|E|||rl:.u||L i:'hlil-l:"l.iull 1o [ﬂ:::i]}' limitation IO
lumune and unprejudiced persons, is the fear that the military
strenzth of the country would be seriously impaired ; and the
rapil inerease of the German population has given rise to con-
giderabile alarm. Ju de true that the enormous increaze of
Germany's |_:-|'r|:'|ll]J|1"i.nr| (about 1,000,000 annually) is very likely
to drive her into war owing to the necessity for new markets,
bt a report of the Royal Prussinn Statistical Land Burean has
shown that the physical deterioration due to overcrowding in
the large towns is s0 bad that in Hamburg the recruiting
efficiency has fallen to 42°/, and in Berlin to 39 v/, of itz
proper value. On the other hand the recruiting efficiency of
France haz increased, amd Mr. Hilaire Belloe in the Wide
World Magazine has told vs that Franee is much better
equipped for war than Germany. In any case if iz no use
Faving nuwerous bivths iy they only produce o greater death-rafs,
and there iz no eridence whatecer that this rountry or even France
has lo<t a single unit of population by decreasing s birth-rate.
The only possible means of permanently avoiding war is for the
birth-rate of all Enropean countries to fall until the economic
rivalry is sufficiently reduced to avoid risk of conflict. As
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regards the “Yellow Peril,” the population of Europe has in-
o ._r-h-ul faster, the more L]:m birth-rate bas fallen, and it iz cors
tainly increasing far more rapidly than at any previous time,
and at probably more than double the rate of the Kastern
(AT E
Tue S8avize or Live

The immense gain as regards the comfort and longevity of
the community of the falling birth-rate is shown by a careful
eatimate of the redoction of deaths since the commencement of
the neo-Malthusian movement. In Wastern Europe, on the
hasiz of Sundbarg’s figures, twenty-five million fewer deaths
hnve ocenrred sinee 1876 than if the death rate of that time had
been maintained.  But at the same time twenty-three million
fewer birthe have taken place than if the birth-rate of that time
had continued.  According to the population doctrine, if these
twenty-five millions of extra births had taken place they would
have canzed that numbar of additional and prematura daaths,
and in that sase it may be claimed that in the thirty-five vears

the neo-Malthusinn movement 235,000,000 lives have heen
gaved in Western Europe alone by the falling birth-rate which
could only have been saved otherwize by a greater food supply.

Tur Amv o BE ATTAINED.

Ag the fear iz constantly éxpressed lest the operations of the
Leagne should lead to a diminighed expansion of population
and & deterioration of the race, it will ba well in coneluzion to
point oul what the present aims of the movement are. The
“natural ¥ increase of population from year to year does not
depend upon the birth-rate bot upon the excess of births over
deaths,  According to the population doetrine this is limited by
the food :-I.L]\\ph and if the latter is only eapable of a certain
rate of expansion the increase of population cannot be faster
than thiz rate. The truth of this doctrine is shown by the
fact that the difference between the hirth and death-rates has
remained nearly constant over a considerable period, in most
vanniries, and in this country the difference has been about
11 per 1,000 per annum. The experience of Aunstralia, New
Zealand and Canada has shown uws that the death-rate of 2
bealthy community, where no want of the necessarios of life
existed, would be less than 10 per 1,000, Hence, in our own
country, unlezs gome means of quin:lrla.' accelerating the food
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Resolution passed at the Annual General Meeting,
May 15th, 1913.

" The Malthusion Leagooe desives to make it gencrally
known that the prosidonts of the British Medical Association
anil of the American Medieal Associntion have both deawn
pttontion in their presidential addresses of 1912 o the
importance of restriction of families among the poor and
unfit ; and that o judement of the Hungarinn National
Medieal Sonato in November, 1911, declared that the limitation
of families by prevention of conception was abaolntel v
neceszary in order to check the widespread evil of atbemptad
abortion.

[t therefore calls npon the medieal profession in general
to give information apon hygienic means of prevention of
conception to all married persons who apply for it, and it
expoeially calls apon hospital anthorities, as dealing with the
poorest section of the eommunity, to arrange for instraction
in this respect to all men and women whose meanzs or health
or mental eondition do not justify their havine  further
:l"1|-.|l'!l s [0 r:”u-l!' f:|!||5|:| -:,"




RULES AND PRINCIPLES OF THE
MALTHUSIAN LEAGUE.
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SUrFLEMERTARY PRINCIPLES.
(Neot obligatory. )

9. That the aim of all true social reform is to promote the
weneral health and longevity of t.l:"‘: race ; and that reason and
experience, evidenced by statistics since the year 1876, have
clearly shown that this is only compatible with a restricted
birth-rate.

10. That therefore the veduction of the bisth-rate shonld be
weloomed and encovrnged s long as it is found to he
accompanied by & materinl reduction of the death-rate.

11. That while in no way denying the posability of uli-
mately supporting & much larger population or of accelerating
the present fncresse of foend production, and whils welcomin
all eﬁr-;:-rr.a in thiz direction, human life cught nol to be p'mduui
boeyond the reasonable expectation of immediate pesulls,

{2. That the struggle for existence due to over-population is
not the best fackor for race improvement, or even o useinl one,
unless humanitarian schemes for the preservation of the les
fit. are abandoned, and that it showld therafore be eliminated as
far as possble by all civilised communitics,

13. That prudential Imitation of families enables early
mariage o become general by roemoving the fear of cconomic
difficieltics, and s therefore o most important step towards the
elimdnation of prostitution and venereal disease, and thus for
the moral and physicad improvenent of the race.

14. That, in addition, the universal kmowledge of hvgienic
means of Emitation of hirths, tspeciaily by women, will ba o
gread faotor for race improvement by mational selection, owing
1o the matoral desive of women to avold having children whe
are sickly or unlikely to have a good chance in Ii-!%:.

15. That the improvement of the race as a whole and of the
coming generation is omly compatible with the harmonious
development of parenis (women as well as men) in all their
faculties, and that this development can only be secared by the
frordom of women Lo have -.-nf:.— such children as they desire.

16. That the climination of unfitness shoulld, as far as possible,
bo attained, not by restriclion of marriage, eegregation, or by
sterilisntion (which should be resorted to only in the case of
those obvicusly incagalle of sell-conirel, such as lunatics and
criminals), but by the inculeation of the great responsibility of
parenthocd and of the effecta of guch hereditary Lransmission,
.'l:IT!'L_l'I:I'll-"d with a Hﬂ."ﬂ{"-'{‘ﬂl kllw’lﬁi[{u! of the most ]:fgi.uui.r: MCaTsS
of imiting families, %

17. That, from ilie natiomal or patriotic standpoint, it is mot
to the present advantage of this country that the govermment
o socicty shonbd encourage greater reproduction, but that every
offort should be made to preserve and inerease our nalional
sourees of pubwistence, and thos to reduce our peneral and
nfantile mortality 1o their natuml minimom.
hala-. That the struggle for existence due to over-popualation

& bean the chief factor in human as in animal evolution, and
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THIRTY-FIFTH ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE MALTHUSIAN LEAGUE.

For the year ending March 31st, 1913,
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ceptive methods, and it is diffienlt to over-estimate the
mmprovements which will thus be brought about in
public health and m as well as in the esconomic
status of the working classes. Similarly the Eungenics
ations made at itse recent Congress
il elsewhere, has shown that it is approximating itself
to Neo-Malthusian ideals. Indeed, it seems quite like
that before long there will be no serious point of differ-
ence between the two movements. Popular feeling has
also hecome g0 much more favourable to the population
doctrine, largely through weariness at the failure of
other efforts o raise wages, that the League has been
enconraged to come ont more publicly and to carry on
n campaign of meetings in the streete and halls of

movement, by decls
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South London. which has succeeded far beyond our
expectations. Lastly, recent events in Parliament indi-
cate that at last the population question s .ilbul.l!; ta
take its proper place in comnection with social legisla-
tion, and that no great reform is likely to be intro-
duced without consideration of it. On many grounds,
therefore, the Council lias the strongest reason for
gatisfaction at the "'.'e-u.r':- Progress.
VITAL STATISTICE,

The figures for the birth and death-rates in England
and Wales for 1912, so far as they are available, are
most encouraging, all of them being the lowest on
record. The following table gives them for the last
five years:—

Infnotile HNatural

Birth-Rate. Doath-Rato Mortality Incroasc,
108 oo 267 s 14-8 - 120 S 11-9
D08 ccianimne:s 258 i 146 ; 109 e i1-2
o 1| SRR 1 | i 13-5 ie 106 - 116
1911 .uviaaa. 294 e 1946 55 130 ai 98
1 Lo e e 238 i 133 o 495 wa 15

It will be seen that the drop in the death.rate and
infantile mortality in 1912 was very large, but this is
due to the abnormally high values for the previous
YE4ar. Wevertheless, the death-rate of 13.3 shows that
wo are very rapidly approaching the 10 per 1,000 of
Australia and New Fealand. The infantale mortality
has for the first time on record fallen below three
figures.

It iz interesting to note that this great drop in
mortality was anticipated in our report of last year omn
p. 24 of which appeared the following:—" Under
normal cirenmstances, we ought to expect an excep-
tional decline in the death-rate and infantile mortality
this year, due to the cumulative fall in the birth rate."

The actual number of birthe in England and Wales
was 872,000, and of deaths 486,982, giving an excess
of births over deaths of 385,818, The i)-upu'l_at.i{m in
the middle of the vear was 36,539,636 in England and




Wales, 4,738,300 in Scotland, and 4,384,636 in Ireland .
or 43,662,072 i the Umted Kmgdom,

The world's food supply as regard the production of
showed an unuswally satisfactory inerease last year
being 7.6 per cent. in the case of wheat, 6.3 per cent
for barley, 20.6 per cent. for oats, and 16.1 per cent
for maize. Were there to be such increases of ol food
stufls and in «fl ars, the 1.ur§:1||.;.-.i-i.|.:un Lllr!:.l'll'.l:.' ool Il
of course, noe longor exist. The relative prosperity of
trade and -r']n]r|u}'|||l=||l: at the moment is no ||.-:'-|:|'||'Lr|,h||'
b this |,:IiHI:I.F:It"|' rvest. DBut the rice crop, at any rate
i.I:: .|:|.'|.:-.;:IZ|, Fias A LR ¥ h]:u'.'.'l-u' R T CfETE, ril'{'rl‘ilhl‘, and
the maintenance of the high cost of living shows that
:.ll'll' _'E'tru-:':l.: {ouond :-|'||||:1|.1.' did Tt :ir'.r,'_r-.'.il.F-ll- Ly B0 !.l.l':-_{-.' FiER]
“RTent

-

ACTIVITIES OF THE LEAGUE.

The prnecipal new development of the League’s
;n-l.lh'.'i-.' :-l-:".i-.'i"._\' has been the l.'.'l]l!]IEI.i"'_rll of :le'l'*.il:;h i1l
=otth |.r|'||l':'ull_ .'-:':l'l'!".'q’l T '|-|'|'..'- Was -.'rl1'||rr!r'||l'9|;l in
-|i.3-1llii.'.::~' L | Lo |]|,_. -g-:l,d_l <_|:' :'I:I::I;L'l: :.‘.I':'\.".' L EIL'lI'.J'.l' anil
three indoor et IgFe had Lbeen held in Southwark and
Bermondesy, two of the poorest boroughs in South
Leomclon, and about 25.000 handbills were distributed
The following resolution was unanimously passed at the
threa meetings at ¥ h it was put

'That this meeting considers that a knowledge of
hygienie means of restricting families ought to be avail
able to all T [
feonomie and r
]

raf

ble adult people, in the interest of
improvement, and calls upon the
such infermation when

ral profession to pros
] ted. " :
The open-air campaign in January and February was
conducted in most inclement her; yob good and
sympathetic audiences always gathered. The speakers
i literaturs digtributors at these meetings included
Mrz. Dirvedale, Miss .'|4-|.||'-'1r||. Mrs '.\1' frﬂ.l‘-l'. AMiss Foees,
Mise Thompson, and Messrs. Allen, Binks, Busch
Michell, Coleman, Dunlop, Drysdale, Fliigel, Lindaay
Standring, and \.\':-J.rn[n-: The campaign 18 still oOATE
dedl to eonerntrate it TR the

on, and 1t has been de
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erc-ulgh of Bouthwark. It is proposed also to start
open-air meetings in Hyde Park on Sunday afternoons.

Progress Towanps Meprcar Co-OPERATION.

Attention was called in the last report to the im-
portant juc!gmunt of the Ilungnriu.n Medical Senate,
delivered in response to an attempt to introduce legie-
lation against the circulation of contraceptive devices.
This judgment, delivered in October, 1911, decided
entirely in favour of family restriction on economic
and medical grounds.

In July of last year Sir James Barr, in his presidential
address to the British Medical Association, made the
following eignificant remarks ¥:—

“We have successfully interfered with the selective
death-rate which Nature eml'rlﬂ}'ed n u!iminating the
unfit, but, on the other hand, we have made no serious
attempt to establish a selective birth-rate so as to
prevent the raee being carried on by the least worthy
citizens. The eame maudlin sentimentality which often
pervades the public not infrequently affects the medical
profession. We have often joined forees with seli-
constituted moraliste in denouncing the falling birth-
rate, and have called out for guantity r?gardle'ss ol
quality. . . . We readily forget that utility, as
long ago pointed out by John Stuart Mill, lies at the
basis of all morality, We are also apt to forget that
a high birth-rate i practically alwaye associated with
a high death-rate, and a low birth-rate with a low
death-rate ; the former s Nature's methed, a method
which has always I]'I!'nﬂ_'llf‘ﬂ-rl a fine race, '[hnugh very
slow in doing eo; but, with the advance of civilisation,
Nature's methoed is too eruel and barbarous, and as
man rises superior to Nature, and obtains more and
more contral over her laws, guch harbaritics are 1-¢|:|]a.ﬂ1-d
by mors humane methods.

"I know that in the expression of these views I am
coming into direct conflict with at least sofne of the
Churches, of which there are almost as many varieties as

&8 Beiblah Medlical Jowrmal,"" July F7rk, 1002,
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there are of human beings. The majority preach in
favour of guantity rather than quality ; they advocate
a high birth-rate regardless of the "'“”“"ll;‘""':""'-: and
boldly tell you that it is beiter to be born an imbecile
than not to have been born at all. They forret the
saying of Jesus of Nazareth that it would have been well
for thizs man if he had never been born. With the
man-made morality of the Church I can have neither
art nor part. There must be a high racial tIL-::l]'il:lll.l-}r
based on utility and the greatest happiness not merely
=.lf I:J:1E iI'|I'!'I.'\.'|.|;|'.J:'ﬂ:l |:.:-IH- 4'.I-t. ﬁh" TacE., 1:'l'l.-l'l:ltn:'.'|.| e, '.l.']n_-“
they are consulted, as they often are, on questions of
matrimony and reproduction, incur a very sérious re-
spousibility when they encourage the mating of mental
and !Jh}'&g.l.';ﬂ 1\'l'ﬁ}i=.'i]:|gh. [t ie their duty not to ]}und{-r
to the selfish gratification of the individual, but te
point out to 1-'."|'r;n'1>rtl' hie positive and negative duties
to the race.”” That Sir James Barr was only ~|]||:-:'r|'\.'iu[._;
the falling birth-rate and net the means of its attain-
ment 15 |~f|_-r'l::';1.'--::.' |;|'i~a]:n|:'u'.;1'|| ||-:\.,' hiis -'.|.|r-|--',:|'.-'||1 endorse-
ment of the following statement by Dr. Mott ‘The
profound paychical influence of the sexual '_'5-’=|'-:!-n oy
regson of their internal secretions during the period of
'.'j|:|!'r.=i||5_; aof the serm.cells, s 'i'lr'_'x'ﬂrld all dispute, and

ion, and
| dejection or -wr:'t:-'-nrn'.. 12 A '|'|l'l'-1-""='!II]

the repression of the instinct of propa
-ttl.l:'llfji'l‘.lt FIRETIL- 0
axent 'ir]l_r CAUSE r'||' rr|_|'|'.l.|'! O HETrvVOus II'.*-I!I"i|I.'I"~.

No sooner had this propouncement been delivered
than news cam to hand that Dr. A. Jacobi, the
President of the Ameri :'ljl‘l; il ..";*-'-4|I"iil.|'i-:rll. |Ilti
made an even more definite d ation in Jfiz presi-
dential address. The pwing reference to it is from
the Critic end Guide (for July, 1912), a medical paper
edited by Dr. W. J. Robinson, of York. e

italies are his.

““ Tt is eertain the very first time that a |:-r--r~L-:E|l1|‘.
aF the American Medical Association dared to say &
vord in his presidential address in favour c_-l' _|1|4- !_ihli
tation of offspring. Here is the paragraph in which
Dr. Jacohi speaks uneguivecally, thoueh n ol il
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language, in favour of this most important measure for
the improvement of the human race:—

“*ls there ne way to prevent those who are boru
into this world from becoming sickly both physically
and mentally? It seems almost impossible ae long as
the riches prm‘idud h}r the world are accessible to a
part of the living only. The resources for prevention
or cure are inaccessible to many—sometimes even to a
majority. That is why it has become an éndizpensable
suggestion that only a certain number of babies showld
be born into the world. Ap long ae not infrequently
even the well-to-do limit their uﬁal:lring, the advice fo
the poor, or those to whom the raising of a large family
s worse than merely difficult, to limit the number of
children, even the healthy ones, 45 perhaps more than
merely excusable, 1 often hear that an American
family has had ten children, but only three or four
survived. Before the former succumbed they were a
gource of expense, poverty, and morbidity to the few
survivore. For the interest of the latier and the healil;
of the community at large they had betier nof have
been born' "

Moreover, the medical papere have at last shown a
disposition fo deal openly with the subject of Neo-
Malthusianism, and a number of very useful letters,
by Dr. Dunlop and others, have appeared in the British
Medical Journal, the lancet, the Medical Press and
Circular, and the Hospital,

The Council has felt that every affort should be made,
in view of these evidences of a growing appreciation of
Neo-Malthusianism on the part of the medical profession
to secure their co-operation in the movement, especially
a6 regards the proper direction of instruction in
hygienic contraceptive metheds. Tt has therefore put
forward the following resolution papseql unanimously
at the public meetings: —* That this meeting con-
‘-_il'!l'l':-' that a knowledge of hygienic means of restricting
families ought to be available to all responsible adult
people, 1n the interest of economic and race improve-
ment, and calls upon the medical profession to provide
such information when requested.’”” Tt has also adopted
the following resolution at its meeting on March 6:—




’I':'l.'-' Council of the Malthusian J,y;;;-;“. desires to
maka it ;_'L'IL':'E..'!!"-' known that the presidents of the
British Medical Association and of the Amarican
Medical Association liave bath drawn attention i thear
presidential addresses of 1919 to the importance of
"'-a'l."ii,.‘ti.ﬂll L,"rI families Arnng the LR and unfit - |I.||-'-|
that a .JIJL;E‘IH{"IIL af the ]illl|u.|_|_-u|_“ Matwnal Mediea
Henate in November, 1911, I:i'l,-'l,]lle.l that the limitatio
of families |.n' ]I.I'\t'r 1.1|_|[|_ of |-¢,,|u-:1-]_a-|;l._;-;|| WHS -I-Lh..-':,-.lll".n.
necezsary in order to check the widespread ovil of
attempted abortion. ;

‘It therefore calls upon the medical profession in
general to give information upon hygienic means of
prevention of conception to all married persons whe
HP]?W for it ; and it especially calls upon hospital anthe-
rities, as dealing with the poorest section of the com
munity, to arrange for imstrmction in this respect to
all men and women whose means or health or mental
condition do mot justify their having further additions
to their families.

FF

THE InterxarioNal Evcexics CoNGRESS

The Congress, which was held at the University of
London from July 24th to 30th of last year, must be re
rarded as an event of great importance in i I.istn]’_r
of the Neo-Malthusian movement, although considerabls
hostility to the advocacy of Neo-Malthusian doctrines
was shown by a large and influential section of thoes
present.  But it 1= all the more worthy of note that the
.J.,I.|,|| pronounc nts concerndng the eug
of Neo- "-T’i]t]n:n.l.u:n.xr:. were hardly in any case defin m-h
adverse, and that many of the most authoritative sug-
gestions for race improvement, such as a longer interval

betwesn birthes, amnd the provision of bebter conditaons
'-::t]1 for mothers and children, were on ‘:Ilr1'~|. v neo
Malthusian lines. The paper of Prof. Al Plostz,
Pregident of the Race-Hygiene Socisty,
actually dealt with aring of Neo-Malthusian-
ism upon Race Hyg Although it contended that
the spread of wmregufafed Neo-Malthusian practice
'IH‘-_'E'II, L) hl l':l|||'||i'.|r'1|.\, 18 Men !“.'.";l"" |]:‘?‘E|\.ﬂ'|.":1 |:|':. s

LG "".l"'. le
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of the usual eugenic accusations against Neo-Malthu-
SIANIEN A8 ul:pmwd, and advocated a decided measure
of family restriction. The Neo-Malthusian cause was
bravely upheld at the Congrese by Dr. and Mrs. Drys-
dale, Dr. Dunlop, and Miss Rees, and considerable
sympathy was shown by guile a satisiactory number
of those present, A feature of the excellent exhibition
held in connection with the Congress was a complete
st of diagrams of vital statisties illusl-ralillg the Neo-
Malthusian doctrine, lent by Dr. Drysdale. These
attracted great attention, and must have opened the
eyes of many to the true significance of the falling
birth-rate. A pamphlet reproducing these diagrams,
nnd one on ** Neo-Malthusianism and Eugenics,' were
wsued by the League at this time. It is worthy also of
mention that in a lecture entitled ' Large or Small
Families,”" delivered at Liverpool in l-"el}rnnr:,r of this
vear. Major Leonard Darwin, the President of the
Eugenies Education Soeciety, expressed himself in terms
which showed a decided advance towards endorsement
of our decirines,

Tae Ixrensatiosat. Neo-Mantavsiax MovEMERT.

Reports received from abroad show that the progrese
of the movement in other countries has been very rapid
thiz year. Early in 1912 4 Swedish Leacue was formed
in Stockholm under the presidency of Frn Vicktorin.
The newly formed eociety in Germany has been very
active, and most excellent books and pamphlets have
been issued by Dr. Rohleder, Dr. Marcuse, Dr. Max
Hirsch, and otherse. Dr. Ivan Bloch, the sminent
authority on sex subjects, has endorsed Neo-Malthusian
principles and practice almost in their entirety. The
fact that race-hygienists, such as Dr. Ploetz and Dr.
von Gruber, have greatly modified their antagonism is
most. gignificant. The attitude of the public in Ger-
many is shown by the phenomenal drop in the birth.
rate which has taken place in the large towne, several
of which show signs of passing France in the practice
of family limitation. Tt can be taken as certain, there-
fore, that Germany has now definitely abandoned the
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]J:.._ﬁll. birth-rate ideal. This iz of the ]I.i].lE.lJL'b'. augury
for the peace of Europe,

The most gratifying news, however, has now come from
[taly. For the past two years or more a group of Neo
Malthusian propagandists, including Dr. Luigi Berta,
Sipnor Secondo (norm, and Signor Achille Belloni,
Ibave besm working hard for the cavse, amd issued o
practical booklet entitled ** The Art of not having
Children.”" The usual prosecution ensued, and the
long-delaved trial has just takem place. The Neo-
Malthustan caunse was iﬂ'i‘.’!i::*t‘.:\' defemnded b}r the
counsel, Signor Tircni, of Genoa, and warmly upheld
by Prof. Roberto Michels, of the University of Turin
The result has been a complete trivmph for cur cause,
thi E:-l'l::-ln.’Lg:::uJ'iu'lh '|_r|-'.||:_{ all :Ln.,'rJL'.';,'ltc-ql on the =Er;rw_:|_|_1||;5
that the publication did not violate public decency. An
Italian Neo-Malthusian league has been lormed since,
and a paper projécted, which will first appear on May
15. Tt iz hoped that the sympathy evoked by this
prosecution will bring great strength to the movement,
and that an International Neo-Malthusian Congres:
may be held in Turin next year. This will undeubtedly
strengthen the movement greatly in all the Latin and
lioman Catholic countries,

Negotiations are also taking place with the object of
[k MIng a ii’:&E;'lzl: :i|: |"|-'.1r'._l_{:|.r_'.', :L.‘li] “I'. UL‘_‘-‘;—.{;..:I]P ]i.':.r|.!'l.':\
T '||1_' ;ir: f‘tlll]ilihe'h'.- in June next :l.ILl:| K] -'lh!-ih| 'i.'= l-|l'
!'urru:a‘.i_:-“ of I:!‘I'i-v. ft':l.g!n'

Encouraging reports lhave come of the work and
results of the movemen §. The Inter
na 1al Neo-Malthusian Burean of Correspondence and
Defence has rendere L the vear
in assisting propagandists presecuted for their work n
Spain, Italv. and Franee, and in granting subventions
foy urds the issue of new publications The Fll'.ll'lil'-
mphlets recently issued in Spain by Senor Bulfhi are
' gratifving evidenos
ress that 13 being made 1

Liper COunLry
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Furune Work

The League is now embarked on a much more active
campaign than hitherto, and the Council earnestly hopes
that every effort will be made by the members to gain
increasing membership and support. The present sub-
seriptions and donations hardly do more than cover the
cost of prim.i.ug and circulating the Malthusian, and
were it not that office room and clerical assistance are
privately provided it would be impossible to carry on
any active propaganda. In the present state of public
feeling, however, it ought to be comparatively easy to
secure new members and donations ; and it is earnestly
hoped that the present members will lrave no stone
unturned to strengthen toe League in this way. It ie pro-
posed to continue the open-air and indoor propaganda
in South Loundon during the year (which costs about
£5 monthly) and to hold meetings in Hyde Park on
Sundays during the summer, with a view to agitating
for medical support to eur movement. At the same
time the Council has felt that the League ought to take
advantage of the greater recognition of the necessity
for family limitation among the poor and unfit, to giw
nractical information concerning the methods of family
restriction. At a meeting of the Council held on April
3, 1913, the [n:||ml'illg rosolution was Emf-aﬁl;:

**{a) That the second object of the League be as
follows: —' To urge upon the medical profession in
gemeral, and wpon hoepital and public medical authori-
ties in particular, the duty of giving instruction in
hygienic contraceptive methods to all married people
who desire to limit their families, or who are in any
way unfit for parenthood ; and to take any other steps
which may be considered desirable for the provizion of
such instruction.'™

Lf this resolution is ratified by the annual general
meeting® a practical pamphlet will be issued shortly,
and a sub-committes of the Council has already been
engaged in drawing up a suitable pamphlet, which
would be issued under seal, and only to those who

It was ratifled—ses Objects oo page 3.
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EXPFENDITURE.
Printing Annual Report .......cooonnie £16 0
Printing Malilnstam .. ..occocomennnnesas 85 B
Printing Pamphlots and Leaflets ...... 17 &
Printing P.C."s and Wrappers............ 1 1B
BRI PWRIITY i i o B S i A 14
Casa for Disgrams .......cccenemmenssnmmnnnes L 8
Dr. Dryedals, for Bundry Account...... 32 12
Making League Badges.....ccccoeicvieeeee 119
Hire of Rooms for Mestings ..........c. 4 4
Hire of Cart for Open-air Meetings...... 16
R e e e 22

Balance at Credit, 31zt March, 1913...

= T T - =TT - - R — = ]

165 & =2
222 15 1
£387 15 3

ELPHINSTONE BEGRIE.

Brighton, 30th April, 1913.

Honorary Treasurer.
















