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ADDRESS ON\ ,
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THE TROGRESS OF CREMATION IN ENGLAND.
BY
Sir Spencer Wells, Bart.

Delivered at Hastings at the Health Congress
Thursday. May 2nd.1888.

Mr Presidont. Ladies. and Gentlemen

Twonty minﬁtué have beon gllol=
ted to me in order that I may ask for your attention t0 that
nﬂd--nf disposal of the dead known as Cremation .. and I do not
propoas 10 spend many of theee pre-ious minutes in refuting
objections = religious or sentimental - legal or medico-logal-
which bkave been nade to this alteration ir the long establish-
ed eustdd of purial in the earth = nor in Ercvivﬁ that burial
of tie entire dead body either in ysults or graves, in cofw
fins, or after the simpler method asdvocated so avly and suarn-
e6tly by my old friend Mr Seymour Haden, is the worst of the
many modes of dllﬁnsnl of the dead. Cremationists assert that
||r1h'hnr1|i 1s and must be injurious to the health of the
survivors. T take this as prnvﬁd = certain - undeniable = be-
coming every day as population incresses more and more dan- |
gerous to the public health ~ and I Will confice mysslf to

the attempt to inform you how any one who wishes to dispose






of his own body, or of the bodies of rrionds or yelatives
after their death, may do so without any risk of injuring
others - and may do it easily, reverently, eud econounically,
All this the Ur:mntiun Soclety of England enables any ons to
do now - mdﬁn a very short time %g do it still better and
at & smaller expense.

That you may place confidence in the promiges of this So-
ciety, let me first say that it is not a commercial associa-
tion = no*. 1like a Cemetsry (ompany, paying a dividend to its
shareholdars upon its profits - put & purely scientific sociouvy
established to reform the present mode of disposal of the dead
and to promote ‘the objecte set forth in this Declaration.

*ife disapprove the present custaom of burying the dead, and
deaire to substitute some mode which shall rapidly resclve

the body into its component elementis by & process which cannot
offend the living, and shall render the remains absodlutely
ippOCuous, Until some better method is devised, we desire to
adopt that usually known ae Cremation.*

The Conditions of Memobership are very simple; first,
Hhilin;l by signature to the above deelaration, and secondly,
The payment of an Annual Subscription of One Guinea, or & life
subseription of Ten Guineas.

The (overning bocy, or Council of the Sociely is elected
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anpually. The present members are the President, Sir Henry
Thompson, to whose writing. ..d influence the rise and progress
. of modern Cremation is more indebted than to any other man in
this or any other country. Then, naming the Couucil in alphe-
betical order, we heve the veneravle Lord Bramwell, now as dis.
tinguished a member of the House of Lords as he formerly was
at the Bar and on the Bonch.!lr Budgett, a landowner and ma-
glstrate who resides near Woking, Treasurer of the County
Hospital, tekes much interest in the imprn?&mﬂnt- of the build=
.:Incl and grounds. Dr Cameron, who represoents Glasgow in the
House of Commons “who induced 79 of his collesagues in the
House to vote in favour of & Bill for the better registration
of the causes of death, and which would have removed some
doudbt felt at the time, but since dispelled, as to the legal-
ity of ﬂiﬂtinn: and Who has this session given notice of g

. somowhat similer measure. His masterly article on “The Moder:

i
E:* : n,ghﬂn;d philanthrepist and philogynist -« 1f such a word can
be wanted by anyone - or if anyone can suppose that the love
of man does not include the love of womar - Mrs Rose Crawshay-
a liveral benefactress, not of her own sex only, but of mankind

in its widest gense. NexXt comes andtiner Seotch Member of Pare
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~ liament - Dr Farquharson, the able and active memver for Aber-
deensliire -~ Then We have Sir Douglas Galton, representing not
only the Army and the Royal Engineers in which he hes long

Served with great distinction, but the Civil Service of the

|
|

t

: .

; government and the Sanitary Institute of Grest Britain of

. -
Er whioh he 1s the respocted President - Then we have & walllk own
';_'

b. member of my own profession, Mr Ernest liart, who has done zood
;

service to +the State, in organising en attempt to abvate the

!

r[ smoke nuisance and to Prevent the adulteration of food, in the
E support of the National Health Society, in the establishment
E sof Ootru Taverns, and in efforte to improve the education and
F-llil %0 the sources of retionsl recreation for the peopls, =
i Hlﬂ come two ﬂlirgmgn' Mr l'll‘l;ﬂ:l! and Mr Brooke Ln.mr,:art, who
Ef' have been with us from the first, and by their writings and

. preaching have taught that it is not from the Clergy of the

'l Church of England that Sanitary Reformers need fear oppositig v
Then wa have a men of science, formerly & Professor of Chemis-

| » & member of the late Govermment, still a leader of his
hrt;‘ in the Hous¢ of Commona, but always listened to with

" pect by both partles, whose letest work on “Supjects of
'ﬂm Welfare,” adds to the high reputstion he has obtained
and 80 well desorved - I need hardly neme, Sir Lyon Playfair,
Mr Robinson, whose besutiful work *God's Acre Beautiful,” and

his more recent work “Cremation and Urn Burial,~ hn}tmuda his

"
Il-






name almost a8 well known as a Senitarien as nis worke on
Gardening @nva led to ackunwlaégzbaminancn in all that relates
to the besuty of our public parks and epen spaces, &nd 10 the
improvement of Horticulture and Flericulture in this country.
To prove that not only Lew and Divinity, Medicine aud the Army,
.Sulinei and Literature, aré well represented on our Council,
we have &rldl and Commerce® reprasented LY one of the most esw
teemed of our Lumﬁnn Bankers, Martin Ridly Smith - and just
before my own name is that of a religious teacher = formerly
in the Church of England, “ut now a Nonconformist, Mr Voysey.
Our Honorary Secretary, Mr Hanham, I am glad to see pressnt
thig afternoon, and I am sure he will be as wiliing as he is
able to answer any question about the Society which may be
asked of him.

Am I not justified in asking whether & Socisty #0 consti-
tuted and s0 governed is likely to go wery far wrong, or to
| lead its followers away from the path of true progress. It may
be gaid that it has veen at work for 15 years, and has so far
Mecomplished but 11ttle. I esk, Is it indeed little to have
avercomé much prejudice, doust and femr - to have defeasted the

opposition of twe Governments - to have enswerad satisfactorily

the objections of the clergyy, the lawyers, and the chonists

t0 have so far conquered the force of old eztablished custom

—
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or fasaion as to have already reduced to harmless ashes the
‘bodies of 60 of our deceased countrymen? Not 20 years ago,
the story of the cremation of an English lady in Ge..any, sl
-;hnuuh in compliance with her own desire, was resceived here
_Ilth & general feeling of surprise and horror. Last month the
dremation of an English Marquis at woking was h&ur%i;;thuut
surprise, and the only question raised by the iZishop of the
Diocesss, and the Rector of the Parish, was whether the funer-
al ;lrriui of the Church should be read Lefore Or after the
body had been reduced to ashes, In sone caess the ashes have
E, hilu taken from Woking to the Parish of the deceBsed and buriad
| in the Churchyard with the usual solemnity. In other cases

they have been puried at Woking. Tn some they are preserved

by relatives. The Duke of Bedford has decided that, after his

own death and cremation. th®e ashes shall be taken in an urn

L]

and coffin to the family burial place at Woburn Apvey. And

TENT T

you will observe thatr in whatever manney the ashep are dis-
poaed of, whether in town or country in, or veneath, or a-
round eity church s, or in the graveyards around churchgs, or
~ 4in suburban or country cumatfiﬂlg or in the private grounds
or gardena of landowners - they are abpsolutsly harmless - they
f eannot possibly do any harm to anything or anybody - they cane

not peison air, or water, and the purifying fire which has re-

~ duced the dead body to ashse, hes desiroyed the germs of ;:7(
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gious or {nfective dil-lnzf Surely this system of crema -

tion of the body and burial of the ashes must be far better

; rom the sanitary standpoint, that even the bvest, simplest
o

al in the earth. Very rew peopls know, or can imagine,

0cking procese which goes on year after year 2 fesw feot

neath the surface of our graveyards and cemeteriss. Sir

r lari, *I have officislly inspscted many church
: jfi%g.ﬂn reports on their stete, which even o re-read,
wdder.” He also says “Whether decay or fire destroy

,gfqnmitirl not to the dead, but it matters exeeadingly to

L
-

'.n?‘fi' - and he goes on to show thgj{rhau burial is per-

l perishavle coffin, in a dry and porous soil, aud
':;'lrl not t00 crowded “the dead are resolved into air
S 88 eartainly in three years as they &are in & fur-
thl course of an hour;” but he adds, “"How rarely are
f*ritiﬂnu fulfilled in our mode of copulture! We often
iﬁphtiriul that 20 ysars are not sufficisnt to efiect
fnd B sums Up his reflections 1o these words —*The

-

iinnnt be looked upon with the eye of knuwlndgu excopt

I
'I.

1112 to the living and a dishonour t9 the dead,”
l ‘; l

'*' Very feow people seem to be sware that it is now very easy .I

:;;fihiuru the cremation of 2 desd body provided sstisfactory
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Proof can be given that death has been produced by some natu-
" ral cause. I have here a form of declaration which has besn
Preparad to enable those who prafer Cremation to Burial to ro-

eord in precise terms thoir wishes and directions in rslation

thereto.

The Form should be signed, dated, and witnessed in dupli-
cate. One copy should be deposited with the will, or with the
ilayir'l 8Xeculos, or next of kin, and the other sent to ihe
Honorary Sluratlrf Of the Cremation Sceiety of England, 8 New
Cavendish Street, London, W., by whom it will be preserved and
regarded as confidential.

“I hereby express to my survivors my earnest desiires ithal
ﬂﬁ'll' deceuse, my body shall be Braﬁmud according to the sys-
tem employed by the Cremation Society of England, and under
the arrangements made by the Society for the purpose.
| Signature

Address

Date
Witnessed by

‘Slgnature

Address.

—— - = -~

Date
In any case where no such document has besn signed, but

the cremation of a deceased person is desired, all the neces-
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sary forms may be obtained at the Office of the Cremation S0
ciety, and the cost of the funeral conducted by any respecta-
ble “ﬂd'ftikﬂff will be much less than that of ordinary burisal

a

where a grave must be purchased or opened, a.:-y_mora or less

¥ S ,I.ﬁll..q..-_l-.. =

expensive coffin or besket must be paid for. So iong as bodiss

&re conveyed to Woking, thers will be unnecessary expense in

transport, but as the revived practice spreads, and crematoria
are erected in a number of districts or parighes, or in cemew

N i

tories where the choice of burial in the earth or of crometicu

s may be left open, the expense of cremetion will pe very small

~ The time allotted %0 me has so0 nearly expired that I can=

not now do more than refor all those whe desire more informa-
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Future.® 1In these iwo bocoks I belleve ihe reader will fing
dnl of infoimaticn which is very imporiasnti and i.hn-

. ’ trustworthy. Boih contain extracis from &n address

. 1,.,; years ago by Dr ¥raser, tha late Bishop of lan-
t the opening of ths Social Science Congress in hat
ing from such a men end from 8 Bishop of the Church
:';-11 l‘l‘- has had 1“!1.! influence for gﬂﬂd}& I will

7l ’ of some of his remarks; aud 1 trust thoy
,—-; widely spread by the Press as the thoughts of &

man who *ihough desed yet spezketin.' The Bishop

now drev atiention to the pruvisitn mads in our cities
| 0% of the dead. On Friday last I consecrated
- l new cemetery, provided vy the Gcrpar:t.icn or
of Manchester, filly five milee from the® centrs
ty, containing 97 acros, &t a cost, including the
_t.'l"ftming, the laying out, and the “nevitable threo
r chapels, of £100,000, Tt is very beautiful, but two
'_:f""_- to me as T was consecrating the pnr‘hi?zz of
ed t0 those who desire to be buried according 10 the
‘the Church of Fngland. In the first place, this is
d;htlmca fgr the poor to bring their dead; in the se-

is another hundred acres of land withdrawn

o Sl
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* erunbles ints dust and sees corruption. I admit that my in.

'S
AN A~ 3

- from the food Producing aasas of the ecountry for sver. I do
0ot think we always observe or calculate how much this ares

is being gradually contracted By the infinite aumber of works
and processes requiring space, but not producing fbud!whif;

are encroaching upon it more and mors every year; nor to what

entont the power of the country to support its population is

- reduced thereby. ‘Jam peuce sratro jugers rﬂﬂiﬂ.@._ﬂ.ﬂ.lﬁﬁ_!.@}lﬁi;i-

15#5}-’ In times of peace and plenty we can afford to be in-
ilrrirgnt t0 this cnnaidaratiun,‘buj I can easily conceive the
existence of circumstances which would meke this & very serigus
eondition indeed. I feel convinced that befors long we shal]
have to0 face this Problem, “How to bury our dead out of our
sight’ more practically and mors seriously than we have hither-
to lﬂﬁl. In the same sense in which the ‘Sabbath was made for

man, not man for the Sabbath - 1 held that the earth was made

~ Dot for the dead, but for the living. No intelligent faith

Gan Suppose that eny Christian doctrine is . “fected by the

manner in whica, or the time in which this mortal body ef ours

~stinets and sentiments - the result however, probably of ag-

‘sociations more than gzrlnrthtuﬁ 8lse -~ are somewhat revoiied

p by the ides of Cremation. But they are paorhaps illogical, and

unreasonable sentiments. - Sir hLenry Thompson has rtated the
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- case in a calm end thought{ul peper, which shows how littlo

1d thnru is for the somewhat morbid sentiments that, ire

th- dead -. A1) I call attention to is that it is &
: hat will have To be sericusly cousidered before long,
Eﬂﬂ_;jgpubggnnlng not only a difficulty, an expense, and
__ml, but a- actual denger,”
0% need my assurance that 1€ the Bishop was right
, his fear of the cemeteries becoming an sctual
publie health is every }'unr-pruvring m;grg and
The *"Church of England Burisl, Punaral, and
Association” has done & grest public service
patedly and powerfully impressing a sense of this
;E'iﬁl Government, that an official inquiry has at
rdered into the condition of the Londen Cemeteries
'- any of our lerge towns where inquiry 1s at least
sary. In some, as at Leicester, the necessity
, and acknowledged, and has led to steps towards
< ..Itld . ntenance of & (tematory.
) -ﬁlh e Government Commissior  is investigating

ng = while Cemetery G..mcnnl.n are being shamed by












