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THE BELFAST CLINICAL AND PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY,

Nusmperrse upwards of 120 Members, and now the largest Provineial Medical Association in Ireland, is dis-
tingunished by the following attractive features :—

1. The very moderate Annual SussonirTion.

2, The Members' Privilege of receiving Reronts of the Microscopical and Chemical Commitiee, on any mor .
Epenlnens sent. : i

#. The Members” Privilege of receiving (after ench Meeting) a Lithographed ABSTRACT of the Weekly F
eeadings—and a Copy of the Annual TRANSACTIONS (postage heing prepaid ).

4. The Members’ Privilege of access to the Reference to any of the Subjects in the GEXERAL NoTe-Book of th
Society.
5. The Mambers' Privilege of admitting Visiters—and inspecting the Contents of the ParHoLocical Museus
the Society.

6. The Members' Privilege of Vormwoe for the Offices of PaesipeEnt and Vice-Presipests (two of whom

Mox.REsIDENT) annually, BY SEALED LETTER.
7. The Members' Privilege of admitting Visiters to the Awsvarn ConvERgazIoNE held at the close of the

All communications from Gentlemen intending to join this Body, to be addressed to

Dr, MALCOLM,
Bl, Yok STREET, BELFAsT,
Fen. Corr. Sec.

N.B.—The Session (1856.7) will be opened on the last Satarday in October proximo, at the General Hospit
Belfast, under the Presideney of Dr. M'Gee,
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e ——
_‘_"'_.—'- LT g

TaE Second Conversazione of the Society was held on the 30th of April, 1856, in the Com Exchange

, Belfast.

The Members of the Society and Guests began to arrive at seven o'clock. p m.

~ The following is a complete list of the Gentlemen invited ; and thz Members present on the occasion : —
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(OF the Members of the Society, we observed present the following : —
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The appearance which the room presented was
impressive and pleasing. From the ceiling several
flags depended, the French tricolor and the Union
Jack being appropriately placed together in the
most prominent position. The banners and flags
of Turkey, Spain, Prussia, Russia, Greece, Mecklen-
burgh, and of the cities of Dantzic and Hamburgh,
were along the walls. The tables were conveniently

disposed, so as to permit of promenading around each, |

and, altogether, the arrangements were excellent.

STAND I.

One of the first objects which arrested our
attention, on entering the room, was a stand, on
which were displayed some admirable photographie

views, taken in the Crimea, by Mr. Robertson. The |
clearness of outline and accuracy which all of

these sun-pictures exhibited, were the theme of wui-
versal commendation. The Topographical views
must be very accurate ; but a group of the officers of
the 19th Heziment, before Sebastopol, attracted
m eneral interest, from the extraordinary fidelity
with which it represented Colonel M‘Gee, in his
uniform, in the midst of his brother officers.  Many,
who had previously known the gallant colonel, re-
cognised him at once, notwithstanding the change
of costume, from the photographic miniature. Some
of the best architectural photographs we have ever
seen, were those of the Place de la Concorde, Notre
Dame, and other views, sent by Mr. Pring. As
illustrative of the advance of one of the collateral
sciences, these pictures were well entitled to a place
in ihe collection.
TABLE I

Near this portion of the room there was a splen-
did array of SureicaL and PHiLosoPHICAL In-
STRUMENTS, from the establishment of Youxe, of

Edinburgh, comprising all the latest inventions, and | hind legs of the ass.

which we heard commended, by many professional
gentlemen, for their excellence, az well as vaviety and
moderate prices. The following is an imperfect list
of the most esteemed and novel :—A Case of Instrn-
ments, which was specially fitted up for, and exhib-
ited at, the great French Exposition of 1855 (these
included, in particular, the designs of Profeszor
Syme); Oberhauser’s Microscope (£7), as recommen-
ded and employed by Professor Benmett, of Edin-
burgh ; set of Syme’s Perinzal Instruments ; set of
Wakely's Urethra Dilators ; Dr. Gairdner’s Model
Post Mortem Case (2 guineas) ; Three sets of Minor
Operating Cases (21s to 36s); Simpeon’s Bistoury
Cachee for Ineising os Uteri; Simpson’s Ineising
Hook for Large Internal Uterine Tumours; Lalle-
mand’s Spermatorrheea  Instruments; Simpson’s
and Coxeter's Specula Vagine ; Amputating Instru-
ments, in Case; Mackenzie's Speculum Ani; Ear
Specula (25 6d to 14s); Simpson's and Zeigler's
* Midwifery Forceps; Simpson’s Uterine Scund (7s);
Sumpson’s and Killian’s Pessaries ; Zwank’s (Ham-
burgh) Hysterophor; Tonsillotome ; Brises Pierres,
or Lithotrites; Dupuytren’s Double Bistoury Cachee,
for Lithotomy ; various Instruments for extracting

6

musket balls, by Spence, &c.; Toynbee’s Artificial
Membrana, Tympani. Serrephines ; various Lithe

tomy Instruments; Simpson's Carbonic Acid Ap-
paratus ; Gooeh's and Sabine’s Polypus Tubes ; ];

Alexander Wood's Opiate Syringe, for Injecting Batts
ley’s Liquor into the Cellular Tisue ; Porte Monnaie
Pocket Case (14s); Barrel Injecting Syphon;
ton’s Double Inclined Plane Splint, &e., &e.

TABLE II.

A wvery good and well-displayed collection of
\similar Instruments, were also exhibited by our
Townsman, Mr. TooMas Bern, whose woi il
bear most favourable comparison with any specimens
we have yet seen in this gepartment. {

TABLE III.

ol
[

Mr. WiLrian M‘Kexxa, Veterinary Su o
the first timne, we believe, in this eity), exhiEited, the
following interesting collection of VETERINARY [N
STRUMENTS and preparations, illustrative of hippe
pathology, &e. The following is a list of the prn
cipa
Hind and fore legs of the horse, the arteries ang
veins injected, and showing the nerves, tendons, ang
ligaments
Injected fore leg, arteries, and veins, showing the
nerves, various lizaments, interior of the joint, cap:
sule, coffin and pastern joints.
Ligamentous preparations of the leg of the horse
Injected leg, exhibiting a ruptured and re-uniteg
Suspensory ligament—commonly called “* breaking
down.” !
Preparations of the bones of the knee and hoe
of the horse, showing their articulations. Varion
worbid P'L'EPI]I‘EI.HUIIS of the bones of the foot and leg
Preparations of the bones of the fore amd

I B -

Preparations of the cranium of the ass, with th
names of the bones, &e., marked.

In appropriate proximity to this collection we
noticed a full sized bust of the late Edward Cole:
man, Esq., Professor of the Royal Veterinary Col
lege, of London, as also the following volumes per
taining to the Veterinary Department, viz. :—

Coleman’s Essay on Suspended Respiration
and bis Treatise, with coloured plates, on the Footo
the Horse; the works of Charles Vial De Sainble, of
France, the first Professor in the Royal Veterinar
Colleze, London ; Markam’s *“ Maister Peece, touch
ing the Cusing of all Diseases in Horses.” Thi
last work is curious and searce, and is two hundret
years old, having been published by #ilson, Londor
1656 :—Also, Professor Simmond on the age of th
Ox, Sheep, and Pig; Percival's Anatomy of th
Horse; Percival’s (IV  Vol) Hippo-pathology
Bracy Clarke, F.L.S., on Hip]goﬁﬂinnmia, and al
Podophthora ; Turner on the Foat of the Horse (g
navicularthritis and the use of the unilaieral
Skellet on the Cow, with excellent coloured
on difficult purturition, &c. One Volume

“ Veterinarian ;" Mahew on the Horse’s M
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soloured plates. Several coloured plates, by Vines,
showing the stages of glanders and farcy. A coloured
shart of the anatomy of the foot. A Veterinary
Toxicological chart, by Professor Morton, R.V.C.
| Thefollowing list comprised the Veterinary Instru-
nents in Mr. M‘Kenna’s collection:—Set of Dental
astruments, with tooth rasps, &e., complete; Me-
allic wire for sutures, and a variety of needles for
same ; Various Trocars, with silver canulas, as used
for horses and cattle; Patent back fleam, with pin
uter ; (This has superseded the ““bleeding stick.”)
Vancets, of different sizes and dimensions; Male
Female catheters for horses; Patent shding
sebon needle  (““ This instrument is capable of
yvercoming any resistance without risk.”) Box of
sarious seton needles and Instroments for the opera-
of neurotomy, &e.,; Probe-pointed bistouries,
of different sizes and forms; The improved ecastrat-
tng knife, with the various clams used for eastration:
Set of eupping instruments, with exhausting spirit
amp; The balling gun, and Varnal’s improved screw
alling iron; Tobacco smoke enema apparatus;
ead’s Patent stomach pump, and enema syringe ;
ie patent probang and cattle tube ; The improved

idle for horse’s meck; The sliding and other

onchotomy tube ; Firing Irons, with shifting han-
lles; Horse's feet, variously shod, showing the me-
H- hich has been adopted to preserve the foot
mid overcome the effects of diseases. A great va-
liety of pattern shoes, including Coleman’s expansion

=
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TABLE IV.

. Upon an adjoining table, we observed a
wel piece of mechanism, designed and costructed
‘Mz. G. H. StrYPE, C.E., which is used in con-
on with the camera, for the purpose of controlling
duration of exposure in taking photographic por-

B : ]
iraits. This Apparatus consisis of a small clock,
#ith two indices, the longer one revolving in one

ninute, and the other in ten minutes. In using it
e clock is stopped with the long index at as many
onds short of G0, or the vertical position, as the
& of exposure requires. There are two spring
18, one for opening and the other for elosing up
€ lens ; these are held by detents, and, when the
ator is ready, he touches a small lever, upon
the door 2 and the clock commences
and on the arrival of the index at 60, the
releases the detent, which allows the second
Ftoclose the camera. The advantage attending
use of this instrument is, that the attention of
perator is not diverted by watching the time,
ut may be exclusively r.lemtcﬁtu takhﬁf the precise
moment for catching any expression of his sitter,
the certainty that the operation will cease just

1t ought to do, without his interference ; and
length of exposure on which so much of the
8 of the picture depends, will be exactly what
s assigned for it. By another part of the
wance, not only the closing of the lens, but
Us primary opening, is self-acting ; the time
elapses between the starting of the clock and
2 opening of the lens, as well as the duration of
ire, being capable of regulation at will, An

=
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operator is thus enabled to take his own portrait
without assistance. The time of exposure may be
any length within the limit of ten minutes, to an
accuracy, in every case, of a quarter of a second.

Mr. Strype also contributed a powerful Maexero-
Erecrric Macning, of his own design and manu-
facture, which he worked and explained during the
evening. The peculiarities of this machine are the
oreat number of variations of the eleetric current it is
capable of yielding, the shocks being of any degree
of intensity required. It also produces a constant
current for chemical decompositions, of four diffe-
rent degrees of guantity and intensity, and some
specimens of electro-silvering performed by this
machine were shown. The value of the magneto-
electric machine for medical purposes, above the
galvanie apparatus in common use, is, that the
former is at all times ready for immediate use, and
the annoyance and trouble of cleaning and charging
batteries is avoided.

The same Gentleman exhibited a design for a co-
lossal magneto-electric machine, which is now in
course of construction.

The following particulars will show the immense
size of this machine .—

Number of compound magnets of 8 bars

it s e LR (L Ry O S P N N 160
Nu:u‘ll'ltr of helices of wire, each contain-

T L ] e a8
Total length of wire in helices,........ 57 miles.
ol T Tl U e e e el S 1,000 1bs.
Weight of magnets............cuuuas 5,000 |,
Weight of brass works.........ceeven. 8,360
Total weight of machine complete...... 8 tons.

Estimated cost £2.500

The machine will be about 12 feet long, 53 feet
high, and 5 feet wide, and will be driven by a steam
engine of four horses’ power.

Mg. James CumiMe, North Street, exhibited ex-
cellent galvanic and electric machines, and other
philosophical instruments of the most approved de-
signs,

i STAND II.

One of the most attractive, and, at the same time
interesting, collections it was our privilege to see,
was admirably arranged upon a large and handsome
pyramidal stand, whose sides were ecrowded with
choice specimens of the MiNERAL and VEGETABLE
MateEriA MEDIOA. It was the joint-contribution
of the Messrs. Dyas & Cantrell, the Proprictors of
the Belfast Apothecaries’ Hall, and Mr. Walkin zton.

Messes. Dyas & CanTrELL'S, in particular, at-
tracted general notice, and comprised a complete
assorted variety of medical appliances, and medicinal
extracts of great rarity, some of them having been
introduced for the first time in Belfast to the pro-
fession. The scarce and costly alkaloids weve ar-
ranged in their therapeutical order. The following
were among the most interesting :—

Stryehnine, of recent and painful notoriety, the
active principle of the Nux Vomica, :

Digitaline, from the Digitalis Purpurea, or com-
mon Foxglove of our own country.

Aconitine, from the Aconitum Napellus, or
Monkshood, one of the most deadly of all poisons:



the one-fiftieth part of a grain is stated to have en-
dangered human life.

Conia, from tke Conium Maculatum, or com-
mon Hemlock of our fields, the only liguid alkaloid
known ; also, a destructive agent of great virnlence;
considered to be the poison by which Socrates died.

Thein and Caffein represent the bases of those
domestic comforts, tea and coffee; a few grains
only of their alkaloids are procurable from a pound
of the respective articles in their ordinary state.

The foregoing are merely particularized from their
iuterest.

The numerous and useful Domestic and Surgieal
appliances in vuleanized India Rubber, such as
elastie stockings, knee-caps, &e., for varicose veins,
weak and sprained limbs, &e. ; also, air and bot
water cushions, urinals, lavement appavatus, and
every variety of toilet and domestic appliance neces-
sary for the invalid.

Gazogenes, in working order, for making soda
water, lemonade, and other cooling beverages, now
in such demand.

Feeding Bottles, on a new and improved prineiple ;
Respirators, of a light and simple construetion; a
desideratum much required to supply the place of
those intricate and expensive kinds in ordinary use.

In fact, this collection contained every useful
requisite used by physicians and surgeons, with the
prineipal drugs and chemicals in general use, and
was much admired for its unique and comprehensive
character.

The second collection comprised a well-arranged
assortment of the Mineral Meprcinan Prepa-
RATIONS. In connexion with each mineral, we no-
ticed that a group of all the pharmaceutical prepara-
tions having i for their base were disposed; and
thus at a glance were recognized the series of medi-
cines corresponding to their respective minerals. The
style, too, in which they were prepared and put up,
reflected great credit on the * Belfast Apothecaries’
Hall.”

Me. WarLgIN6TON, now the oldest druggist firm
in town, furnished, from his immense stock, a care-
fully selected series of VEGETABLE MEDICINAL
PREPARATIONS, in the first or earliest stage of pre-
paration. Tickets explanatory of their nativity and
circumstances attendant on their introduction into
practice, were appended to each article, and added
much to the value of this eollection.

TABLE V.

Messrs Grarrax & Co., Apothecaries and Che-
mists, supplied a select assortment of the pure Vege-
table Alkaloids, and a few other organic prineiples,
prepared by Messrs. Morson & Son, London, in-
cluding Aeconitine; Aloin; Atropine, and its Salts;
PBrucine ; Caffeine ; Cantharidine ; Codia; Conia;
Digitaline ; Ergotine ; Jalapine; Morphia, and its
Salts; Narcotine; Quinia, and its Salts; Strychnia,
and its Salts; Urea, &e., &e.

They likewise exhibited a series of Drugs and
Chemicals, illustrative of the various prices at which
articles may be had, to meet the wishes of purchasers
who prefer cheapness to gaalily, such as Scammonies,

g

Ib. to 20s. ; Musks, from 24s. per ounce to
dine and its Salts; Salts of Bismuth ;

of Sulphur, &e., manufactured especially for the
priced market, and only to be distinguished from
genuine by the educated eye or chemical and m
f.“cnpiual exacination, althouch occasionally cor
mg so much as 75 per cent. of inert or f
material.

Tds. ;“

STAND III.

A collection of Frasep PorTra11s of celebrate
Irish Physicians and Surgeons, both ancient ang
modern, were exhibited by the President, as als
a volume of portraits of living English Medi
celebrities ; but of the objects not  strictly
sional, which came under our eye, a volume &g
Avtocrarn LErTERS, the property of William ]
Maleolm, Esq., scemed to us decidedly the m
valuable and recherche. We observed many of th
distinguished guests particularly noticing this uniqe
volume, which contained the letters of many ce
brated, remarkable and eminent persons, and form
altogether a highly valuable andpeinte:eaﬁng colls
tion. We subjoin a list of the principal portion =
David Garrick—Iletter. General Washing
long letter, dated Mount Vernon, to Sir Thon
Newenham. Duke of Marlborough—letter. Rol
Burns—the poem, “ The bonnie lad that’s i
awa’,” all in the poet’s own handwriting.
Nelson —-letter, dated from on board the 8
Josef, 1801. Napoleon I.—signature. Empres
Josephine— letter.  Edmund —do.  Rig]
Hon. W. Pitt—do. Right Hon. Sir Robert Peel-
do. Mr. Wilberforce—do. Daniel O'Connell—ds
Richard Brinsley Sheridan—do. Lord Byron-
promissory note. Cherubini—letter. Weber:
Paganini—a few bars of music. Thomas Moore~
letter. Sir John Moore—do. Marshal Ne
Duke of Wellington—letter to Right Hon. Robel
Peel, 1823. Thomas Campbell —poem (all in £
poet's handwriting).  Barry Cornwall—(love sonj
do. Canova—letter. L. E. Landon—do. Jan
Porter—-do. Sir Thomas Lawrence—do. Edmun
Burke—letter, dated Beconsfield, January 2, 179
Win. Wordsworth—do. ~ Joseph Haydn—g leav)
of music; the great musician’s signature a de:
John Braham—Iletter. Lord Cal:]iah-—uu 0
Lord Gough—do. Alex. Pope—do. Lauren
Sterne—do. General Bertrand—letter. W.
Thackeray—do. Charles Lever—do. W. C. M
cready—do. Bir de Lacy Evans—do. Mendelssal
—do. Joseph Hume—do. Charles Dickens—¢é|
Sir R. Murchison—do. Sir H De la Beche-
do. 8. T. Coleridge—do. Sir T. N. Talfourd
sonnet, Lord Belfast—letter. Oliver Cromwell
signature to a commission in the Parliamentary arn
dated Whitehall, 28th May, 1655.

TABLE VI.
A number of trophies of travel, princi

ted in Mexico, the contribution of MF
son, Esq., Bedeque House, including the costume .-
Mexican gentlemen, riding and hunting habits, spea
lassoes, and miniature models of the inhabtants

(L
.

coll
1

from 5s, 6d. perlb. to 50s. ; Rhubarbs, from 6d. per

wax), &%c., made up a collection highly interes '-, o
facld

|
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STAND 1V,

We observed, also, some reminiscences of the late
i), in the shape of Crineax TrRoPHIES, consist-
i of helmet, coat, sword, musket, bayonet,
are, bools, spurs, &e., which were secured as
bity from the Russian slain, and kindly procured
ilhe occasion by Mr. Joux Berr.
ear this collection (and in appropriate proxi-
. we thonght,) were a pair of stout boots (sent by
H. M. Tonxnsrow, Secretary), adapted for those
5 had suffered loss of the foot from frost-bite,
il which, we were told, were manufactured for
i ;ﬂﬂj&tﬂ' for the nse of our disabled soldiers.

STAND V.

* Wmongst the numerous PriLosopnicaL INsTRU-
on view was a beautiful portable Wheel Baro-
from Neill, Brothers, High Street, invented
ph Cappo, Chemical and Philosophical Instru-
faker, 145, Millfield, Belfast. The inventor
that this useful instrument can be conveyed,
erfect safety, to any part of the world.  Also,
ly carved Oak Barometer, Seli-Eegistering
pymeter, and a very neat Rotalory Steam Engine
. This latter delicate picce of workmanship
‘be made available in fumigating rooms, &c.,
Mring sickness.

:II:I
1

STAND VL

418ome modern articles of sanitary value, includin

ir
=]

E |“ warm bath, heated by gas; Dr. Arnott’s
If'i"i"ji ator for carrying off the vitiated air from close
dartments ; Sheringham’s Ventilator for admitting
sh air, and distributing it, so as to avoid cold
s; and Bailly’s Patent Transparent Venti-

4or, for the same purpose; for insertion in the win-

.
Aaugl

w; were forwarded by Messrs. Muscrave, High
f, a5 important SANITARY REQUISITES. In
on with these objects, some large drawings,
ating the deficiencies of the old method of drain-
owns, and the advantage of the later improve-
also, a map of Belfust, showing its difficult
for efficient drainage, and proposed remedy, |
exhibited by R. Youxe, Esq., CE. We no-

, besides, a large screen covered with architec-

| drawings of model buildings for the use of
porer classes ; and several of the excellent illus-

jo of the Parliamentary Health of Towns® In-

ry, which were presented by the President.

TABLE VIL.

i Great interest was evineed during the evening in

e Microscoric DEMoxsTRATIONS, by Members
. Society, such as the polarization of light,
ol the cireulation of the blood in the foot of
2 frog ; and in some novel ExpEriMEeNTs, illus-
g the physiological effects of strychnine by Dr.

og-test. None of these could be viewed
ndifference even by those accustomed to simi-

i

ctacles, while to the uninitiated they were pro-

uetive nf surprise and amazement,
4 other part of the Hall, we observed quite a
0wl of eager spectators around one of Dr. Hutch-

inson’s spirometers, adapted for measuring the “vital
capacity © of the lungs,
STAND VIIL
A beautiful collection of models, illustrating the
various forms of CRYSTALLOGRAPHY, with a variety
of minerals corresponding, were tastefully displayed
on a pyramidal arrangement of shelves, and attracted
much attention.
TAELE VIIL

These, and a valuable series of PATHOLOGICAL
Drawines and MopeLs (in lime and wax), which
were seen to great advantage upon the upper central
table, were furnished from the private collection of

| the President, and in part from the Museum of the
| Society.

STAND VIIL

Dy, Moorg, Belfast, contributed from his collee-
tion a number of Prorocrare PorTralTs of the
leading medical and surgieal celebrities of Great Bri-
tain and Ireland, including Syme, Crampton, Good-
sir, Mackenzie, Munro, and Simpson. A very va-
luable series of PatHorocicarn Deawrnes, exhibit-
ing the most prominent phases of disease, were on
view the same gentleman; and, on inquiry, we
were iaformed that they were the production of his

{own truthful and powerful pencil.

TABLE IX.
A selection of Axciext Works 18 MEDICINE,
(printed in the 16th eentury,) and a number of
splendidly illustrated folios were here from the
valuable library of the Belfast Medical Society. As
a contrast, we observed an assortment of Monerx
Medical treatizes (date, 1850 to "54), exhibited by
Mg. H. Greer, Bookseller, Belfast.

STAND IX.

A wvery finely-executed set of coloured drawings,
illustrative of =zoological and botanical subjects
(especially physiology and anatomy), were on view,
by Professors Drckik and STEwarT, Queen’s Col-
lege. These drawings have been but recently pro-
cured, and were amongst the best of the extensive
colleetion of which the College is at present in pos-
session. They attructed marked and deserved at-
tention from numerous spectators.

TABLE X.

A few beautifully coloured and most life-like gutta-

percha MopeLs oF THE HearT A¥D THE EYE, aud

appendages, were exhibited by Dr. Murney, De-

monstrator at Queen’s College, and Mr. Browne,

R.N., our able local opthalmololgist, and were
the objects of marked attention.

STAND X.

A yery numerous collection of Driep Mepici-
NAL PLanTs (indigenous) and a rave assortment of
Ferns, were judiciously arranged upon sereens; as
also, a large number of coloured prints, illustrating
the chief beauties of the AusTrarrany Froma.

A selection of Porsoxouvs Mepicivan PraxTs,
together with some growing specimens in flower-
pots, were likewise the contribution of the President.



TARLE Xl1. |

A small but rare collection of NaTive MixERa Ls,i
osseons specimens, and a few antiquities relaling to |
medicine, were furnished from the Museum of the
Naturar History Sociery, of Belfast. '

STAND XI. I

A beautiful array of Boraxicarn and other Draw- |
1xGs, from the pencil of Mr. A. NicHoLL, our ac-|
complished townsman, taken during his residence in |
Ceylon, attracted marked notice. As specimens ufi
tropical productions they are very valuable, while |
their artistic merit and truthfulness reflect the highest |
credit on their talented author. A study of the Banian
tree, on Mount Lavinia, which, at mid-day, casts a
shadow over four acres of ground, the clove plant, the
Palmyra palm, and blossoms and fruit of various spe-
cimens, to be found in the forests of Eastern countries,
made up the collection. The Palmyra palm repre-
sented in the drawing possesses interest from the
fact, that its trunk is in the Belfast Museum, having
been presented to that institution by Sir James
Emerson Tennent. A study of the Talipot-tree, that
wonderful produetion, producing a flower of upwards
of thirty feet in height, was exhibited in another part |
of the room, from the same artist; one of the tra-
veller’s tree, a deseription of palm, the leaves of
which are ranged in the shape of a fan. This tree
is found only in places where no water is to be had,

1

over its lens is adapted to permit the introduetic
of plate or paper containing the pictures, and a fl
door in one of the sides, to admit the light .';
for their illumination. Lenses ofa peculiar formaticll
are inserted in the eye-pieces and are so placed, i
the thin edges or arcs of each are turned inwang
The effect of this arrangement, being such as isreg
ed for an improved binocular vision, is to assist
eyes to combine or superimpose the picture imag
they ereate, and at the same time to magnify them
surprising degree. The magnifying power depe
on the convexity of the lenses, while the displ
ment and ocular convergeney which follows it is di§f
to what is called the refracting angle, at that poinbl§!
the lens when either eye is applied.

Though but a discovery of yesterday, the ste
scope has already proved the prolific means of
Joyment to thousands, inereasing to the Possess
of the instrument with every additional plate or
of pictures they can procure, and ranging thre
every department of the grand and beautiful bot
ancient and modern architeeture, among men,
ciety and nations, through all cities and all scen
There is nothing, indeed, in art or nature whig
cannot seize, adapting it in befitting transpa
for stereoscopic admiration. Not only has it bro
within the reach of all such treasures as those of
Crystal Palace, but it has already reproduces
characteristic style binocular views, of most exqui
finish and numberless variety, from Paris and 3

and it derives its name from the relief which it af-
fords to travellers, for on eutting down one of the |
leaves, it gives out at least two gallons of water, |

STAND XII.

To Mr. Maciry, Fine Arts Repository, Donegall
Place (Agent to the London Stereoscopic Company),
the Society was indebted for the exhibition of a
series of very beautiful, and very carefully executed
Puorocraras—some framed, but the majority ste-
reoscopic.  The latter were in great requisition at a
stand erected for the purpose of conveniently view-
ing stereoscopic pictures.

The following particulars, respecting this novel
and attractive Instrument, may be interesting :—

The mame of Stercoscope, from two Greek
words, denoting “to see solid,” is sufficiently
sugzestive of 1ts purpose, as an mstrument for the
seeming creation of solid images, from the plane
pictures of any object, or landscape, previously
taken from two points of view, and corresponding
with the retinal pictures taken from nature by our
two eyes. The invention is due to Sir David
Brewster, who, improving on a previous apparatus
of Professor Wheatstone, named his instrumennt the
Lentieular Stereoscope, from the lenses, whose novel
application by halves and quarters, he has so sue-
cessfully employed in its construction, and subse-
quently extended to the formation of Phofographic
Cameras, therein also providing for the necessities of
the stereoscope.  The instrument, which is of simple
yetelegant construetion, is in the shape of a rectangu-
lar pyramidal frustrum, with two eye-pieces, or short
tubes, at two and a-half inches apart, and agreeing

—Rome, Naples, and Alzena—Athens, Venice,
renee and Pompeii ; figures; Egyptian monur
of long-faded science and power ; and from Swiss
pine scenery of more picturesque and gran
The painter, the sculptor, the naturalist, the :
signer, and the humbler draftsman—all acknowl
its magic power; and by its a all that is g
rious and grand in nature may be collected from ey
quarter of the globe, and nationalized to sweeten
sure, to charm society, to educate youth, and to &
the most refined enjoyment around the dome
hearth. '

The beautiful appearance of the Hall was:
much enhanced by the tasteful disposal of a num
of objects of statnary from the sludio of Mes
Venturelli, Corporation Street, consisting of cast
a beautiful set of ancient armour, most closely:
sembling the reality; a full size fizure’of *“ Bacchi
a full size fizure of *“The Neapolitan Girl play
the Tambourine ;” Thorwalsden’s *“ Hebe;”
methens chained to the rock ;” *““Helen and Pani
group of «The youthful C]mm]a-ion ;7 Wil
Tell, the hero of Switzerland ;" “The Span
Musketeer ;” pair of * Huguenot Warriors;®
graceful figure of “Napoleon ITL.,” and a wel
eented Phrenclogical Head. '

After completing the ecircuit of the room
viewing the varied array it presented, Members
Visiters stopped at a well-furnished refreshment t
where tea and coffee and confections were lib
dispensed by Mr. Thomson, Donegall Place,

Shortly after nine o'clock,

Dr. Marconm rose, amid general marks of
plause, and proceeded to deliver the followin

with the ordinary distance of our eves. A side slit

ilress,
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but flourishing Bociety terminated

gits T Session on 30th April, ult., with a

Conversazione, to which a large number of dis-
tinguished non-medical guests were invited, in-
eluding the Professors of Queen's College, and
members of the learned societies and professions
of Belfast and vicinity. The Meeting was held
in the spacious Hall of the Corn Exchange, which
was tastefully adorned for the occasion, and pre-
(sented very much the appearance of a most

Ml attractive medical museum. At 9 o’clock, after
Wl the company had inspected the varied objeets of
Yinterest, and partaken of refreshments, De.

[arcora, the President of the closing Session,
was called to the chair, and proceeded to address
the assemblage as follows:—

‘W Gesreeses,—However much I might have

 Wished to oceupy, this evening, the position of a

‘Wspectator or a listener, instead of the office which

partiality of my professional brethren has
| t upon me, I ghall not shrink from fulfil-

“Bing, to the best of my ahility, the task which

my situation, as retiring President of the Belfast
Clinical and Pathological Society imposes; be-

Heause T feel assured, that the same indulgence
i ;__. has sustained me throughout the labours

L E“ 5

the Session, which this evening terminates,
not be withheld on this—to me, at least—

irying occasion.

E}_ﬁ must say, that were my audience com-

iposed exclusively of my professional brethren,

||'l.'*_:- ould feel much more at ease, as the ob-

servations with which I would, under those

..

dfeirenmstances, have occupied their attention,
yWould naturally and genially flow, as from

one medical mind to another, without the most
ant risk of being misinterpreted or mis-
stood. But, as it is, when I see around
ntlemen, eminently distingnished in other
ks of knowledge—gentlemen, whom I may,

truth, regard as the represcntatives of

e e e

science and literature in this city, whose proud-
est boast was, and is, that it contained such
men—I1 cannot conceal the diffieulty of the
position I hold. I would, however, trust, that
in the remarks which I purpose to offer this
evening, I shall steer clear of deserving the im-
putation that the medical element has_ been too
strongly infused to render them Il:llﬂ.'rfthE toa
mixed andience.

Before proceeding to the prineipal subject of
this address, I desire to express my feelings of
heartfelt congratulation to the members of our
Association on its past progress, its present po-
sition, and its future prospects. My non-medical
friends will bear with me, when I tell you I
am proud—confessedly proud, of the standing
of the Belfast Clinical and Pathological Society
amongst the Medical Associations of Ireland.
But three short Sessions have passed over our
heads, and we already number in our ranks
upwards of one hundred and sixteen Members.
When, three years ago, 1its foundations were
laid, I little thought how far rond my first
anticipations would be the result of the work.
In that little space of time our Society has
extended its operations into all parts of the
province of Ulster; and its most distant mem-
bers feel its improving influences almost as
vividly as if they were resident, and enabled to
join directly in its proceedings. This pleasing re-
sult of our weekly lithographed ** abstract” is but
a slight indication of what I trust may yet be
accomplished, in the way of placing the resident
and non-resident members more on an equality.
The time may come when we may have our
medieal reporters, who will give our brethren
at Letterkenny or Culmore full reports weekly
of the doings and sayings of our medical parlia-
ment in Belfast.

. Gentlemen, T am happy in having it in my
power to state that, on last Saturday, we elected

]

= — -

.




L.

e

2 BELFAST CLINICAL AND PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY.

growing interest in the objects of the Society.

IIowrrcr anxious and doubtful I might bave
felt as to the issue of its early :s.t.rl.lg:,rg].lu:‘-r the ex-
perience of each successive session has more and
more confirmed me in my impression that the
stability of our Society is real, inherent, and
permanent ; and that its existence has hllu.l a
vacuum which had been forming for many years
past, especially in the midst of our local brethren.
In the attainment of its present trinmphant posi-
tion, I would be doing an injustice were I to
omit making the most honourable mention of
the labours of my predecessors in this chair.

The first volume of our * Transactions” is a
sufficient index to the ability and zeal of the
one ;* and I have only to mention the name of
Professor Ferguson to intimate to you the pecu-
liar qualifications for the office which the other
enjoys. (Hear, and cheers.) And need I add
that, in your selection this day of my respected
successor, there is afforded the best guarantee of
a prosperous future. (Renewed applause.)

You will naturally suppose, gentlemen, that
this language, in reference to our Society, savours
rather much of the sangnine temperament. I
confess I must yield to the soft impeachment.
But I believe no new undertaking was ever yet
projected into permanence without a large infu-
sion of the element referred to amongst its pro-
moters. And I know that those amongst my
audience, who are acquainted with the incipient
stage of this Society, will pardon me for any
exuberance of fecling which the occasion has
elicited,

Gentlemen, the guests of the Belfast Clinical
and Pathological Society, permit me to wish you
a hearty welcome to our second conversazione.
Many of you will, doubtless, recognize amongst
the various objects of interest which are this
evening displayed before you, some which will
Juumd you of a similar oceasion this time
last year; and, from what I know of the general
impression W hich was expressed on the last
occasion, I am not apprehensive as to the result
of our present efforts to form a meeting which
will be not altogether unattractive to the dis-
tmgmshed SATARE W ]mmI see around me. On this
occasion, however, it is my desire to draw your
partlmﬂ-lr attention to the elements of advanced
science, which may be gleaned by an inspection
of the contents of this Hall. One i1 impression
which such examination must, I think, elicit in
the minds of all, will be that of surprise ; for you
will meet with here, on almost every table, ob-
jects of seientific interest which do not seem, toa
non-medical understanding, to be very mtlmnt.ely
associated with medical practice. On the con-
trary, the devotee of pure science, who had never

* Dr. T. H. Purdon.

the thirtieth new member for this session—an i g0 much as opened a medieal volume, would m— 1
evidence at once of our strength and of an ever- | cognize in the great majority of the ﬂbJecl;a here

pntented his most familiar acquaintances. _.j
when I have shewn you that the medical mind {j
considers all these same objects as equally in
resting to him, it will not be too much to infer |
that there is an indissoluble connexion between |
science and true medicine. But I go further, |
and I state without any hesitation, that the pro-
gress of medicing has advanced, and will con-
tinue te advance, in a direct ratio with the s -'I
vancing strides of seience.  We do not, therefo
consider ourselves s diverging from the path i
strict professional duty, whenwe issue our annual
invitations to many whose knowledge of mﬂﬂ]
is limited to the painful axpenenua of the arma-
menta medicine. On the contrary, in summoning
you to our annual gathering, and in placing
fore you on these occasions objects of equal :in --,_-
rest to us both, we do so with a view to impress
upon one and all the grand presiding fact, tha
seience, in all its divisions—in all its
rently varying characters—eall 1t by what ?'
you will—is one and the same—the discovery
and interprefation of the laws of our commo
Creator.

Gentlemen, T deem the present a fitting oces
sion for 1]_'[ustrat!.ng this truth. The nu'tg _
admits of endless amplification. If is not my
intention, however, to do more than touch the
salient points; for this will be quite sufficient &
render manifest the validity of the proposition
that medical progress only became real when
science became the pioneer and guide of mediei .|
Like to the benighted traveller, who walks on an
on in the vain hope of reachmg his destinatio
but who, in reality, has lost the true path, so m
dical knuwlerige, in the early times, endeavoured
to advance by the changing light Mm futd,
which successivehypotheses had engen
time to time. It was reserved for science fo
light the traveller on ]:us way, to dissipate the
clouds which hovered o’er the road to tmth 0
to remove, with a single touch, nba'lacina
onward progress which seemed mlmsal to a pr
scientific age.

The progress of human knowledge, in a.n]rnf
numerous departments, seems, in my view, B
include three stages. In the earliest period, tk
mind of man was bewildered with tha numb
variety, and extent of the objects in naf
submitted to his contemplation. Man, undel
such ecircumstances, may be compared tn
child; his abeervmg powers are over-taxed, g
his perceptions are necessarily mternumd,
almost shrouded in the inward imagining
which the objects suggest. He is at thw in
incapable of true observation. The immensit
overwhelms his feeble understanding; and i
the attempt to describe what comes mt.h.m
range of his senses, he loses himself in the w

endeavour to grasp the entire phenomena .
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steps here be deemed, the impress of -l'_'u:llll_],ll..ﬂ,ll:l‘{* truth therefrom. Some ::]1:::-]'!. time later, Andrew |

—

sented to him. In no department of human  pears only two copies have come down to us),
hmw]edge is this more evidently manifested, ul:-um]unt!}' proves that he had reasoned upon
than in that of medicine. Truly, may the first the facts presented to him, and inferred the

and supq:-rstlt.mn It seems to us of the present | EE‘SEIIPILIUS, having observed the swelling of the |!

day passing strange, that the early writers in | veins belowr ligatures, bethought him that the
medicine displayed such gross imperfection with | blood must have & movement in these vessels, in

regard to the structure and functions of the a direction from the extremities towards the ||

human frame. Is it not surprising that for a|heart; and this idea was still further corrobo-
long period subsequent to the time of Hippo- | rated by Fabricius, who, having more carefully
erates, the veins and arteries were undistin- | eﬂmmul the dlnpnsltmn of the valves of the
guishable ; that nerves, and sinews, and liga- | ' veins, which Sylvius had previously dizcovered,
ments, were demgmted indiseriminately by the | ascertained that they were all turned tnmnrds
same terms; that Aristotle’s arteries contained |the heart, and thereby became obstacles to the
only air, whmh the windpipe conveyed from return of the blood to the extremitics. Here
; atmusphere to the heart, and at a later was the first light shed upon the nature of the
period, in the time of Galen, that the veins general circulation; and it does seem an object
were auppnsed to originate in the liver, and the |nt great wonder to us at the present day, that
eries in the heart, and that that large musele | it was reserved for a later than Fabricius to un-
which separates the thoracic from the abdominal | fold the true character. Reasoning upon the
C: ‘Flt-F was, in some way or other, connected  facts thus ascertained, and heImﬂng that the
vith mental emotions? It does seem strange, movement of the blood in its vessels was fully
ndeed, that even up to the fourteenth century of | established, Hanvey, in the year 1616, conceived
he pmsenl: era, the only movement which the | the happy 1{lm of instituting a series of experi-
blood was suppuse-:l to possess was that of flux | ments to determine the exact course of the blood.
and reflux, and it was only about this time that | He compared the different effects, when a liga-
any rational ideas were beginning to be enter- | gature was thrown round a vein, and an artery;
tained as to the action and uses of the valves | and he placed the results in conjunction with
which are observed at the origin of the two great | the known direction of the valves, and, in a
arterial trunks, those situated between the cham- | comparatively short time, was enabled to satisfy
ers of the heart and the delicate semivalves of | himself that the blood is impelled by the left
he veins. Does itnot, Lsay, strike uswith amaze- | side of the heart, in the arterics, to the extre-
ment that Berengarius and Vesalins were the | mities, and thenee returns by the veins into the
first to show the instability of the ancient doc- | right side of the heart; and he further proved,
rine, that the intermixture of the two kinds of | that the pulmonic circulation is but a continua-
blood, which the most ordinary ocular demon- |tion of the larger. In this manner he gave a
stration was sufficient fo discriminate; was ef- | complete theory on the eirculation.
r: ted by means of a filtering process thmugh' Now, let us pause a moment to inquire how
the septum ventriculorum, or the partition be- | it was that this, the most important physiologi-
ween the right and left chambers of the heart 1 {cal discovery up to his day, was cffected. Tt
_"| t it is, perhaps, still more curious to reflect, | was impossible for Harvey to see the current in
: n t the very first step towards a solution of the | its entire course. It is, therefore, an inference
eat problem of the circulation of the blood, !—hut an inference so bascd upon a series of ac-
prung directly from the agitation on the ques- | knowledged fuets that the demonstration becomes
aom, at this time widely debated in the medical Cl}mplvlu Harvey was asked, on one oceasion,
a-- » ¥iz. if the septum (referred to) be, as| What induced him to think of the eirculation ?
‘pl‘ﬂveﬂ impervious, where can the meutlnﬂ'-.r'!.ud he replied, that when he took notice that
‘lhe&rherml and venous blood be nmnmp]l:;hu]‘ the valves in the veins, in so many parts of the
And it is certmnljr a fact, of equal interest, that | body, were so placed that they gave a free pas-
i be individual who had the honour of proposing | sage to the blood towards the heart, but opposed
u!ﬂe to remove the difficulty, was no other|the passage of the venal current ‘the contrar %
han a theological writer, the unfortunate Ser- way, he was incited to imagine that, so provi-
retus, who was the first to suggest the transit | dent a cause as nature had not pl: aced 80 many
& the blood through the lungs from the right | valves without design; snd no design scemed
i g of the heart to the left. Here I must |’]_1— more probable than that the blood should be
rge a little to state, that I am quite aware |sent through the arteries and return through the
Servetus’ claims as a discoverer have h-EET.l! veins, whose valves did not oppose its course
tioned, and that his views have been deemed, | that way. Whewell, in commenting upon this
some, as a mere hypothetical proposal for discovery, states that Harvey must have pos-
stting over a difficulty; but a reference to | sessed clear views of the motions and pressures
i‘i" < ees from his work, entitled, *“Christia- | of a fluid circulating in ramifying tubes to enable
5 him to eee how the position of valves, the pul-

nismi Restitutio” (of which, by the bye, it ap- |
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sation of the heart, the effects of ligatures, of |

bleeding, and other circumstances, ought to

manifest themselves in order to confirm his view ; |

and that he had referred to a multiform and
varied experience for the evidence that it was
so confirmed. The simple fact is, the elements
of this great discovery were previously well and
generally known. Fabricius, as I have observed,
was upon the very verge, yet missed it. He
supplied, however, the last link in that chain of

evidence which put Harvey upon the track. |lished.
Harvey discovered the circulation, not in the |

manner that a new mineral or 2 new plant
might be casnally observed for the first time,
but solely as an inductive truth. He had the
same facts to deal with as many of his prede-
cessors.  In their hands they were isolated, un-
productive, and non-suggestive. He was the first
to place them in relation, harmony, and mutual
dependence. And, in the frue philosophic spirit of
Baconian reasoning, he cast aside the unsupported
imaginings of ancient medicine, seized the facts
actually observed, constructed others with his
own hands, and raised that immeortal structure
which the progress and the test of time_ have
only tended to consolidate. Harvey was a true
disciple of nature. Whatever, before his time,

had had her sanction, he was satisfied with. He
himself questioned her eagerly, and carefully
noted her replies; and, though totally and ne-
cessarily unacquainted with the modern facts of
natural philosophy or physiclogy, he unveiled to
an astonished world the beauty and simplicity of
the Creator’s design.

This réference to one of the great eras in
physiological history leads me to my second pro-
position, that the second stage in any department
of knowledge is distinguished by the prevalence
of a rational observation, or, in other words, the
acquisition of philosophie truth by a process of
induetive reasoning,

Though Bacon was the first to insist upon
this particul:w method of investigation, though
he was the first to throw this yoke upon the ar-
dent labourers of the mental world, still we find
in the circumstances connected with the growth
of the grand dizcovery to which I have just drawn
your particular attention, there is abundant evi-
dence to prove that Harvey had anticipated the

gystem with which the name of Bacon will
be for ever associated.

As another memorable instance of the power
of rational observatjon, I may here allude to the
splendid discoveries of Sir C. Bell, and later still,
of Dr. Marshall Hall. In this particular dﬂpart—
ment of physiological research, the conjectural
age seems to have been unusually protracted.
Galen taught that the nerves are the channels
of perception, but he, and for a long time his
suceessors, not unfrequently confounded nerves
and tendons. The division of the nerves aceord-
ing to their connexion with the nervous centres,

the examination ofthe different ganglions orknots |}
which occur upon them, and the unravelling jf
of the brain according to its proper at:m e, |
was the work of Willis in 1664. But all #
came far short of the views which Bell and H
for the first time propounded to the world,
these, be it remarked, were simply the rasult.
the most caref ul, but at the sametime ordinary ob
servation and e:-;periment as a basis,and of a calm
judgment upon the data thus laboriously estab-
It must be remembered, however, thaf
there is a considerable difference in the characte
of these two discoveries. Sir C. Bell dissectes
the nervous ramifications, and at the conclusion
of his work was enabled to say with the ntmost
confidence, this is a nerve of motion, and thi
other is a nerve of sensation.

On the other hand, Marshall Hall predicate
certain funetions of a portion of the nervous sys.
tem, based chiefly if not entirely upon -
obser vation, and the result of systematic expe
riment. The object of both, nevertheless, is -f‘_-
mately attained in the same way.

In this and the preceding example, it will b
observed, that most important advances wer
made in medieal knowledge without other ai
than what a well-regulated observation was suf
ficient to impart. Buteven these, great undoubt
edly as they are, were but a small portion of ths
knnwlodge of the circulation and the nervo
system which even the merest fyro of the p u
sent day possesses.  We are now cognizant of the
most intimate nature of the vital fluid, anﬂ- -
actions in the minutest vessels, and also of th
nervous substance wherever sitnated.

These considerations bring me to the last
| through which our own knowledge has pa
namely, that which s characterized by tha
of rational observation, aided by scientific inste
ments. I allude especially to that vast increase
knowledge which is mainly due to the careful w
of the MicroscorE, the employment of chemacal
analysis, and the result of electric ngenta,
health and disease. Wherever these g e )
have had the proper field to labour in, the y
has been unprecedented ; though it must-ha
mitted that all are as yet in an infant co
dition, but such as promise for the futura. -
hughtest prospects. (Hear.)

It were totally impossible, in the hnef 5P
which I intend to occupy, to refer in a parfh
cular manner to these immense results. I shal
therefore, confine myself to a notice of that nes
world which the revelations of the microsco)
have unfolded to the medical practitions
We are accustomed fo speak of the imm 1
of space; and, indeed, the SUCCEssive 1mpro!
ments in the means for discerning the connt
worlds that surround us have even yet b
enabled us to possess the faintest idea o E
infinity of Providence. When astronomers
us that stars are visible, by means of i
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|| ments, whose light must have occupied a pe-
\| riod of many hundred years in traversing that
vast inte of space befween them and us,
we cannot but feel the awlulness and majestic
sublimity of the ‘“ways of the Almighty.”
But if such be our impression when contem-
plating nature upon her grandest scale, let us
remember that there is another extreme where-
| in we have worlds, which, though invisible to

| unaided vision, present a perpetnal succession
| of objects to excite our wonder, and teach us the
| great truth of the unfathomable depth of the
wisdom of the Infinite. In the successive im-
rovements from the time of Sencea, who, in the
rst century, wrote for the first fime that small
{ and indistinet objects become larger and cleaver

ey mrm—m = ———

the intensity of the emotion it must have ori-
ginally called forth in the mind of the cele-
brated discoverer. It proved in him the
strongest stimulus to extended research; and
we find that on the nature of almost every
tissue, in both the animal and vegetable world, |
he has thrown so much light, and by means of
what would be now regarded as very imper-
fect instruments, as to have anticipated much
of the boasted knowledge of many of his sue-
CEBSOTS,

I must pass over the names of Leuwenhoeck,
whose untiring industry in minute anatomy
the Transactions of the Royal Society sufficiently
establizh ; also the names of Ruysch, Stmering,

S

Prochaska, and Lieberkhun, all of whom have

| in form when scen through a globe of glass filled | left imperishable names in the history of miero-
with water, down to the present year, when  scopic anatomy. I can also but merely mention
| objects are magnified hundreds of thousands of | the name of our celebrated countryman, William
times, a succession of improvements has enabled | Hewson, in whose experimental inquiries, the
| us to state, that as each step made towards the | results of his anatomical investigations were so
| present perfeetion of the instrument has opened | accurate, notwithstanding the imperfection of
up new conditions of existence unknown fo |the means at his command, that subsequent ob-

evious obzervalion, so there is every reason to
Eliqve, that we are still far from being in pos-
session of the highest capabilities which the
instrument is calculated to afford. Just as the
| hazy nebule in the time of Herschel have been

culum of Lord Rosse, o it is not unphilosophical
¢ to assume, that there are still wonders in the mi-
croscomic existence which some future micro-
geopist will be yet enabled to discern. (Hear.)
§ In regard to the influence which has been
felt, through the whole domain of physiology,
# by the use of the microscope, I believe I
| may say, without fear of contradiction, that it
|| has been the means of completely revolutioniz-
| ing the knowledge of animal structures which
i prevailed prior to its introduetion. What mo-
e_fdem chemistry has done in elucidating the com-
# | position of the materials concerned in sccretion
{ and nutrition ; what the stethoscope has effected
&l towards the detection of thoracie disease; what
| our knowledge of electricity has enabled us to
|| predicate concerning the phenomena of the ner-
& || vous system, have, I would say, been far ex-
& f celled by the mass of facts in anatomieal, phy-
| siological, and pathological kiowledge, which is
| due to the scientific use of that queen of instru-
ments, the microscope.
‘Wemay date thecommencementof micro-anato-
& | mical study, in the year 1660, when the celebrated
4 Marcello Malpighi commenced his inquiries upon
i | the blood, which have been the foundation of all
4 subsequent knowledge upon this subject. It is
recorded that he was the first individual who
was favoured with that most wonderful sight—
a view of the capillary circulation in the living
animal ; a spectacle which even at the present
| day, and though often observed, ever excites our
| greatest wonder. Indeed we can searcely imagine

| clearly analysed by the six-feet parabolic spe- |

servers have been only enabled to confirm them.

The “observations' hitherto referred to, it must
| be remembered, were made by means of unachro-
| matie instruments, and no steps were taken to
! remedy this great defect, till about thirty yvears
ago, when the first compound achromatic was
presented to the French Academy of Seiences,
and shortly afterwards, in 1826, the first of this
kind was constructed in this country. Amongst
those to whom we are indebted for this highly
important improvement, without which, indeed,
the best compound instrument would give less
perfect results than the commonest single lens,
must be mentioned the names of Dr. Goring,
Dr. Hodgkin, and Mr. Lister. This last-named
gentleman 1is, perhaps, the most deserving of
renown, for his combination of lenses, constructed
in 1829, has, to use the words of Mr. Quekett,
“ fended more than any other to raise the com-
pound microscope from its primitive and almost
useless condition, to that of being the most im-
portant instrument ever yet bestowed by art
upen the investigator.” Now, who think you
was this Mr. Lister? A London merchant, who,
in the midst of a large and pressing business,
was yet enabled, by his great talents and untiring
energy, to lay the foundation of the true prin-
ciples of achromatism, and in his spare moments
to carry those principles into practical realiza-
tiom,

There have been many instances in the
history of discovery of ,similar manifestations
of genius in the persons of those who were
never permitted to indulge in * learned leisure.”
Indeed, it seems to have been a favourite system
which nature has ever adopted, to disclose her
secrets to those who have laboured in the pur-
suit of truth amidst the greatest obstacles and
difficulties; and this fact, for illustrations of

—
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which no one need be at a loss in the history of
British science, should be an encouragement to
all who enjoy the taste for scientific research in
all the varied occupations of the world. (Hear.)
There is no business so engrossing as not to
leave many valuable moments for calm reflec-
tion or experimental inquiry, and no one can
predict what may be the result in any indivi-

dual instance of a devotion fo some particular |

branch, of these leisure hours.

The important improvement in the instru-
ment to which I have just referred, it is to be
presumed was not without its immediate practi-
cal results. Every object previously observed
was subjected to the new test, and thus many of
the errors of previous imperfect observations were
corrected, and movel phenomena for the first
time established. Amongst this latter class none
has exceeded in importance the new facts due to
the labours of Schleiden in the vegetable, and
Schwann in the animal kingdom. Their re-
searches have eventuated in the establishment of,
probably, the greatest attempt at generalization
ever made in physiological science: I allude to
the ‘“‘eell theory;"” a theory which owes its origin
to the suggestions which sprung out of a con-
templation of the cells of cartilage, and a com- |
parison of this observation with what was|
previously noticed in the vegetable world. It is
difficult to conceive what may be the result of
further developments of this grand theory, but I
have no hesitation in stating my belief, that if
we are ever to possess any more distinet know-
ledge than we already enjoy as to the growth of |
tissues, or the intimate phenomena of secretion
and assimilation, it will come through the
ill;strumnntulity of some development of this
theory.

I might here appropriately draw your atten-
tion to some of the leading advantages which
the use of the microscope offers to the medical
practitioner. I might state what important aid

=

‘ hitherto deemed inaccessible to post mortem tests,

afising of many forms of adulteration, the de-
tection of which was hitherto almost impossible, |
until the aid of chemistry and the mi

was resorted to. And well did they accomplish
the object. Nothing was too complex or too mi-
nute for their united analysing power. This is |
more especially the case in reference to '
productions, which the most advanced knowledge |
of chemistry alone was frequently unable to satis-
factorily distinguish, when mixed up in various
pulverulent combinations. The nature of thes
compounds, the mieroscope, in the hands ¢
Quekett, Hassall, and Letheby, has established
in a single trial almost withouttheslightestrisk of
failure. The timeis, therefore, fully arrived when
legislative interference is imperatively called for, |
to protect the masses of the community from
becoming the prey of frandulent dealers, and when
every constituted anthority should deem at least |
a8 necessary as the protection of property, the
maintenance of the lives and health of the com-
munity. The subject of poisoning has lately pre-
sented itself to us in a fearfully revolting aspect,
(Hear.) The rapid succession of these horrible
cases recalls to our memories the records of anei
ent times, when scarcely any publie character was
safe. Fortunately, however, we, in the present
day, are not without redress. I am glad to have
it in my power to say, that the detection of almost:
every animal and vegetable poison is now so sure,
that there is little chance of a failure of evidence
on this score.  Strychnine and hydroeyanic acid,

in consequence of the minuteness of the fatal
dose, are now readily detected a considerable time
after death. I can refer you to some experiments
which will be submitted to you in the course of
the evening, which will abundantly satisfy the
most sceptical as to the practicability of this
statement. It is by such triumphs of science
that life is really rendered sccure. The fear of
death under the old system was shorn of half its

in the detection of disease and its stages it can
supply, and also what indications of treatment
it affords ; but recollecting the mixed character
of the audience I have the honour to address, T
shall consult my own convenience and yours by
omitting particular mention of it altogether,
further than to allude to the striking utility
which this instrument has displayed in the de-
tection of poisons and the adulteration of food.
It will be in the recollection of many that
a few years ago a very complete investigation
was instituted in London, by the Editor of the
Lancet, in regard to the latter, the result of
which has been to draw the attention not merely
of the publie, but also of the authorities, to
this ruinous evil, an evil which presses too most
severely upon the most unprotected classes of
society. It has been fully ascertained that the
effect of inordinate competition in the sale of
articles of diet has been to lead to the sysfem-

' the assassin that the law could not be enforced

terrors by the strong impression on the mind ¢

from want of conclusive evidence ; o that in this
respect, as well as the other points of view which
I have brought under your notice this evening,
well may 1t be said that the progress of science
in general is franght with the bledsing of per-
petually inereasing prosperity fo the whole
human race, both as individuals and as commu- |
nities. (Hear, hear.) |
As T have set out with asserting the indis- |
pensable connexion between gﬂ!’lE—‘l‘El and medical |
seience, so must I conclude with reiterating the |
spirit of my proposition. There is none amnn

us here this evening, who could not, I
assured, assist in the great work of human
amelioration—all, I trust, are more or les
acquainted with some branch of scientific re-|
search; none of us is so absorbed in the duties

of our respective callings, as not to have some
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moments of leisure daily, to oceupy in pursuing
some scientific object; and none, I am satisfied,
can direct his energies assiduously and conti-
nuously on any one worthy object of study,
| without being, sooner or later, enabled to educe
from amidst the multitude of interesting pheno-

of a ** Law of Nature” may be ultimately erected.
Here, then, we have an ennobling ohbject to
stimulate our endeavours after scientific truth.
‘Well has it been said by Galen of old, that ¢ the
study of physiclogy is a hymn in honour of the
Deity.” But he might, with similar effect, have
stated the same of the study of nature in general.
There need be no rivalries amongst fer votaries:
their reward is in the study itself, and the re-
flection that they are agents in the hands of
Providence for disseminating “ Hispraise through
every land.”

And now, gentlemen, before I resign my
trust into the hands of my respected successor,
iwhom the voice of the Society at large has this
day elected to the honourable office of its Pre-
sident, I would ask the members to accept of
my very best thanks for the support which they
have afforded in strengthening and consolidating

he Bociety during the past session. Never were
meetings better attended than our weekly re-
ions at the General Hospital ; never was dis-
played so much enthusiasm in the transaction of
ithe regular business, which engaged us from

veek to week ; and never, I believe, was there
a more auspicious prospect for the session which
s now about to open. It is, gentlemen, my
most earnest wish that will, one and all,
continue to cherish this common bond of union
established for purely scientific purposes, and
the common benefif of our profession and the pub-
lic at large. May the spirit of improvement and

‘of progress never die within us, but, on the con-

trary, may we continue to emulate each other in

striving after the acquisition of that rational
scientific knowledge of medicine, which, when

chastened by practical experience, is the surest
test of the accomplished practitioner, and the

mena which his pursuit will elicit, some practical best safeguard of the common weal.
truth hitherto unobserved. Well, then, this is|
the first great step in discovery—the foundation 'general applause.
on which, when aggregated, the superstructure |

The learned Doctor resumed his seat amid

Dr. Mazcorm then vacated the chair, which
was taken by Dr. M*‘Gee, the President elect.

M=z. Browxe, Senior Vice-President, moved,
and Du. Srewarr V.P. seconded, a vote of thanks
to Dr. Marcory for the learned address that be
had delivered.

De. M‘Gee put the motion, which passed with
acclamation, and in conveying the thanks of
the meeting to the Ex-President, said, that the
approbation of such a meeting was no mean
tribute, and, he should add, that never, in his
opinion, were thanks better deserved. (Hear.)

Dz. Marcorn acknowledged the compliment
in appropriate terms.

The assembly then rose and again dispersed
through the room, inspecting the several collec-
tESS,kﬁnd the conversazione ended about eleven
o'clock.
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