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of such a disease, the hundred being imaginary, or perhaps eighty of
them, for twenty only have been actually examined, 49-36 presented
headache, and of these 9:42 suffered frontally, and 8-33 occipitally,
and that the rest were doubtful; that an hereditary taint was
discovered in 50 per cent., that the mean duration was 13°72 weeks;
that treatment effected nothing in 99-99 per cent.; and that post
mortem such a lesion was found in so many cases, and such another
in the rest.

‘When this method is employed only as a means towards an end,
and such a definite result is obtained as a perception of the truth,
that there are two great groups of fevers hitherto confounded into one;
and when that knowledge is carried still further, and when we are
shown that these are not different forms of the same disease, but that
each is dependent upon a specific peison, then the method referred to
is of the highest value. When the hereditary character of phthisis
is examined, and the laws of hemoptysis are traced, as they have
been by Dr. Walshe, then most valuable additions to our knowledge
are made, and the method is of the greatest practical utility; but
when some half dozen cases are examined, and per centages of great
accuracy are calculated from them, and carried to two places of
decimals; or when the information conveyed consists only in the
detail of a number of vulgar fractions, then the work is useless,
and only “ stops the way” for more valuable inquiry.

By statistical information we may show that many currently
received dogmata are wrong ; and, in regard of pathology, that our
nomenclature is fearfully defective. We may point out the direction
in which the truth lies, and may approximate an accurate state-
ment of certain facts; by per centages we may eliminate errors, and
convey some fractions of the truth; but the truth itself, the prinei-
ple, or law, cannot be converted into figures, it lies beyond them, is
an inference from them, and is subject to no exceptions and no

That typhus and typhoid fevers are two distinet diseases, and
originate in two distinet agencies is the most logical conclusion war-
ranted from the facts laboriously brought together by our President;
but the distinction between them is as marked in two individuals
lying side by side in the same ward as it is in two hundred indivi-

scattered throughout the metropolis. No collection of figures
can represent the two truths elicited; they are independent of num-
ber, and exist in the facts themselves, as appreciated by the mind.
That which is typhus, and that which is typhoid, must in each in-
stance operate according to fixed laws, and produce appropriate and
umfurg: results under identical circumstances ; but the conditions of
operation are most complicated, and we cannot yet unravel the
mysteries of organisation or of meteorological constitution. What
has been done then is the aggregation of facts, their analysis, com-
parison, and contrast, and an inference has been drawn; but the
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or apother some form of the medical practitioner is kept alive.
Sometimes one party is predominant, sometimes another, and yet
no one of them utterly dies out.

In regard of popular feeling just now, the community may be
divided into three classes. First, there are those forming the utterly
respectable supporters of *‘ the Ministry,” and who believe in the
orthodox practitioners; who have faith in the Royal Colleges of Phy-
sicians and Surgeons, and in the Worshipful Society of Apothecaries;
who call things by old names, believe in fever, inflammation, boils,
gout, consumption and other maladies; respect fervently leeches,
blisters, black draughts, blue pill, and colocynth; send for their doctors
as soon as they are ill, do just exactly as they are bid, inquire simply
whether the liver is affected or the head, and are satisfied with what
they term his ‘ pronouncings.” They think they are attacked by
a veritable enemy; they respect most highly some one who ““ knows
* their constitution,” and who knew their father’s, and who knows
also what their “‘ enemy "’ is ;—they believe in ““bile” and ‘¢ bilious
attacks;"—and, giving themselves up to the man who brought them
into the world, or sent their fathers out, they are bothered with no
doubts, and are content to be killed or cured in the approved and
orthodox old way.

Then there is another class, the seeptics and eclectics; people who
believe that medicine is all a sham, and who never send for advice
until they are frightened, because very bad. They do it then with
a bad grace, and with a half-expressed supposition that it will do
no good. Sometimes they follow the adviee that is given; but more
often they do just the opposite. They get more frightened, multiply
opinions, call in Drs. This and That, believing in neither of them,
and perhaps dying in that faith;—or getting better, and saying it was
because they took some of their own port wine. They treat the
science as a farce altogether, speaking of it as uncertain and useless,
and yet are so constantly wandering from one to another of its
practitioners that they get no good at all; and while philosophically
asserting that the art can do nothing, and that Nature must do every
thing by her own inflexible laws, and irresistible operations, they
yet growl at the practitioner for not accomplishing more than their
own statements allow to be possible. '
- This class is a large one, but not so large as the third, which con-
sists of the extremely credulous, these latter being frequently a
compound of scepticism and credulity. The great desire of the
third class is something new, something they can talk largely about
and ““do a little bit of "’ themselves; and there is always plenty of
novelty for their amusement or their injury. These people are
chﬁn@ric, and often pride themselves in ** free thinking” and in
knowing a little,—1I beg their pardon—a great deal of physiology
and pathology. - They have generally got hold of some ** wonderful
man,” who knows everything ; and they regard the orthodox prac-






























