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ANNUAL REPORA =Ly
THE PUBLIC ANALYST
APPOINTED FOR THE .‘ : i
PARISH OF KENSINGTON-. -
For the Yearended 81st March, 1893.

==

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC ANALYST,

Town HavrL, KEnsincTon, W,,
Sune, 1893,

1o the Vestry of the Parish of St. Mary Abbotts, Kensington,

(FENTLEMEN,
1. During the year ended on March 31st, 1893, four

hundred and eighty-nine samples of Food and Drugs were
submitted to me for analysis by the Inspectors appointed
under the Acts. The number of samples analysed during
each of the previous seven years is shown in Table 1V, page

rlrd

2. The samples consisted of 183 of milk, 77 of
Butter, 40 of Coffee, 30 of Sugar, 24 of Bread, 19 of Tea, 18 of
Black Pepper, 16 of Sulphur, 12 each of Gin, Rum, and
“ Rizine,” 9 of Brandy, 8 each of Condensed Milk, Mustard,
and Whisky, 6 each of Claret and Sausages, and 1 of White
Pepper.

3. Taking the population of Kensington (in 1891) as
166,321, the number of samples of a/l kinds taken in the year
is equivalent to one for every 540 persons. The nature of
the samples submitted, and the general procedure in taking
samples, is not in any way within the control of the Public

Analyst,












1)

7. The percentages of Genuine, Adulterated and In-
ferior samples, given by the figures in Table II1, are com-
pared with those obtained in the previous seven years, ended
26th March, 1886, 25th March, 1887, 25th March, 1888, 51st
March, 1889, 31st March, 1890, 31st March, 1891, and 31st
March, 1892, in the following Table (IV.):—

TABLE 1V.—PERCENTAGES.

L —

| | | . | k i
1885-86.| 1886-87.| 1887-88, 1888-86.| 1889-00.| 1890-01.] 1891-82. 1592-03.
|

Genuine .. 487 | 530 | 722 |7344 |7778 |71:20 7369 |7873

Adulterated ... 345 | 280 | 153 ! 13:89 |14:88 | 22:00 | 1667 | 1677
i
Inferior o 0 T 1 T B ‘lﬂ‘ﬂﬁ | 608 | 560 | 9.64 | 450

Abnormal ... &7 | 20 -4 | 261 | 126 | 120 — —

|

1
) |
e —— —— | E—— 1 . [ — e
|

| |
Number off i
Samples Sub-| - . ‘ .

mitted .o D24 499 | 503 | 49T | 477 | 500 | 498 | 489

MILK.

8. The percentages obtained from the data in Table II1.,
together with those obtained in 18%5-86, 1886-87, 1887-88,
1883-89, 1889-90, 1890-91, 1891-92, are stated in Table V.

9. The comparatively large number of samples of milk
taken makes it important to compare these percentages with
those of previous years.
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TABLE VL

? Alinimum | Minimum I
ercentage of Percentare o orie Aci N or of =
Biitin| . B | Brasrtia e 1 Gnrs RIS
Water. Abstracted.
16 | . ard
15 Present ] “ndd
12 o Present | S 4th
3 - 1 | Srd
3 ' ' oo 1st
4 l | | 1st
3 2 “nd & 4th
40 1 2nd
20 Present 1 ard
20 1 - 4th
12 Present B ard
12 2 1st & Srd
10 2 1st
‘ i) 2 1st & 4th
| Present 13 1st (12), & 4th (1)
Total a3l

12, Adwlterated Milk (Analytical Results)—The results
in Table VI. were calculated on the lowest admissible limits
which were consistent with the Analytical data obtained.

3. fuferior Milk—The seventeen samples returned as
“ Inferior " were of bad quality ; they were all exceedingly
poor, but actual adulteration could not be certified in any case,
In these cases of “ inferiority ” the milks had been purposely
so prepared as to be deficient in some proportion of their fat,
but the amounts left did not admit of the samples being
reported as adulterated, in consequence of the adoption of lew
standards of quality. [t is important to ascertain, for adminis-
trative purposes, where and under what circumstances such
milks are sold. A permanent record of these sales should be
of great value in the working of the Acts.
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18. The percentage of Adulteration is increased by the
number of Butters found to contain Boric Acid.  In previous
Reports, the grounds for certifying samples of Food con-
taining Boric Acid, as * Adulterated,” have been fully stated.
It is considered by many persons that the addition of Boric
Acid compounds to Buiter ought not to be regarded as an
Adulteration. This circumstance may, no doubt, lead to the
innocent employment of these substances through the belief
that there is no objection to the practice. A Public Analyst
has at present no option in the matter. It is his duty to state
the fact, and in drawing up his Statutory Report, he can at
present only place such articles in the “ Adulterated ” class.

CONDENSED MILEK.

19, The five samples reported as Adulterated were re-
spectively deficient in fat to the extents mentioned below i—

(@) 90 per cent.

(&) 90 per cent.
(¢) 90 per cent.
() 80 per cent.
(¢)° 50 per cent.

20. With one exception these samples were sold in tins
labelled with the words “ Condensed Milk " in large letters, as a
principal title, while upon another part of the label the word
“Skim " or “ Skimmed " was found to have been introduced.
[n the exception alluded to, the word “ Skimmed" formed
part of the title of the article. It is a matter of common
knowledge that these substances are produced from Milks
from which the fat has been removed by means of machinery,
namely, by the so-called “ Separators,” and in the cases
marked a, & ¢, and &, the articles should have been sold under
a distinctive title such as “Condensed Separated Milk” so
that the public might know that they were practically devoid
of fat, this constituent having, in fact, been, by some means,
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One sample of Rum was of inferior quality, but actual adulter-
ation could not be certified.

26.  The limit of strength fixed by the Sale of Food and
Drugs Amendment Act of 1879 is 25 under proof for Brandy,
Rum, and Whisky, and for Gin it is 35 under proof. I[nasmuch
as a limit of strength is fixed by Act of Parliament, it is plain
that any spirit deficient in strength, even if it be only slightly
below the limit, must be reported as adulterated.  The sale of
any spirit below the limit of strength constitutes an offence
under the Act.

27. The remaining samples of Spirits were reported as
containing no substances which could be certified as
adulterants, as being of the strength required by law, or above
that strength, and therefore as of Genuine composition.

BREAD.

28. The samples of Bread were all reported as being of
Genuine composition.

RIZINE.

29. The samples of “ Rizine " were all reported as con-
taining no substances which could be certified as adulterants.
They were all of the same composition, and consisted of a pre-
paration of cooked rice, obtained by a special form of manu-

facture. The substance is a cooked starchy food sold under a
particular trade name.

BLACK PEPPER,

30, The two samples certified as adulterated contained
respectively, 874 per cent. of total mineral matters, and 352
per cent. of silica and sand ; and 771 per cent. of total mineral
matters, and 234 per cent. of silica and sand., Samples of
aenuine Black Pepper should not yield more than 5 to 5% per






37. [t may be noted that a high precentage of genuine
samples may be partly due to the nature of the samples sub-
mitted. Although some of the articles taken are not now
frequently adulterated, it is necessary that they should be ex-
amined from time to time.

ACTION TAKEN.

38. Table VIL shows the action taken in each case of
adulteration, and the result (if any) of such action. These par-
ticulars have been compiled from books kept in the Clerk's
Department for the purpose of recording the results of pro-
ceedings ordered ; for convenience of reference they have been
serted in the quarterly reports to vour Vestry. The Local
Government Board have requested Public Authorities to
inform them of the results of any proceedings that may have
been taken under the Acts, when forwarding the quarterly
reports of their Public Analysts to the Board, and it is un-
doubtedly of great importance to obtain statistice showing
the manner in which the Acts against adulteration are being
administered.

a0 Cawntions—Where, for various reasons, it was not
deemed advisable to institute proceedings, cautionary letters
were addressed by your Vestry to the Vendors of the adulter-
ated articles, a course of action which cannot have failed to pro-
duce a salutary effect. This action is, however, as [ understand,
not to be tsken to mean that vour Vestry will decline to
prosecute in all future cases which are similar as regards
nature and extent of adulteration.
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5, That in view of this, it is desirable that there should
be a duly constituted Chemical Department of the Local
Government Board, with whom the Public Analysts, as
officers of the Local Government Board. should be placed

in direct relation.

G. That the present system of reference in the case of
disputed analyses is unsatisfactory, and ought to be entirely
remodelled.

7. That compulsory combinations of the two offices of
Medical Officer and Public Analvst are,in the public interest,
undesirable.

8. That provision should be made to ensure better than
heretofore the proper qualification of officers under the Acts.

42. It will be seen from these resolutions that a
thoroughly comprehensive Amendment Act is required in
order that the public may be adequately protected from
aclulteration.

EHE REEFERENCE OF DISPUTED CASES TO
SOMERSET HOUSE.

43, Aection of the Sociely of Public Awalysts—In the
Report for the Quarter ended on the Hlst March, 1892,
attention was called to the unsatisfactory system of reference
under the present Acts. Since then this matter has attracted
a considerable amount of public notice, and in September,
1892, a letter was addressed to the Principal of the Inland
Revenue Laboratory at Somerset House, by the Society of
Public Analysts, pointing out that some of the certificates
issued by him were liable to produce an erronceus impression
on Magistrates and on the public, and requesting his con-
sideration of certain suggestions made to him for the
amendment of such certificates, more especially of those

relating to milk and butter.
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and the Principal of the Inland Revenue Laboratory,
Somerset House, relative to the wording of the certificates
issued by that Department on disputed samples referred to
him under the Sale of Food and Drugs Act : and recommend
that a communication be addressed to the Local Government
Board inviting their serious consideration of the said corres-
pondence, and intimating that the Vestry are impressed with
the importance that the Authority, to whom reference shall
be made under the Sale of Food and Drugs Act, shall be one
that has the confidence of the Public Analysts of the Country
and the public generally.”

BILLS IN PARLIAMENT.

45. A * Bill to amend the Sale of Food and Drugs Act,
1875, and the Margarine Act, 1887," prepared and brought in
by Dr. Cameron, Mr. Channing, Dr. Farguharson, Mr. Frye,
and Mr. Kearley, is now before the House of Commons.  This
Bill is virtually a reproduction of one previously brought in by
Dr. Cameron and others, which, if passed, would have
seriously interfered with the application of the Sale of Food
and Drugs Act, and in certain respects would have rendered it
inoperative, since it provided that a special warranty as to the
purity of any articles sold by one trader to another should not
be required where the * Warranty Section ” was relied on by
the defendant, but that every invoice or bill should be held to
constitute such a warranty. The mere production i Court of
any invoice by an accused person would have exonerated the
accused, If the Bill had provided for the prosecution of the
the giver of the invoice, offences committed against the Sale of
Food and Drugs Act might, perhaps, have been brought home
in some cases to the really guilty persons ; but there was no
such provision in the Bill, and offenders, both retail and
wholesale vendors, would in most cases have escaped altogether,
In very many cases, moreover, the original vendors reside
abroad and could not be reached. This Bill contained other






[ B
2
-t

the meeting of the Vestry, deemed it expedient to direct the
Vestry Clerk to at once communicate the resolution passed by
them embodying the views above set forth to the Members of
Parliament for the Borough of Kensington, the Members whose
names appear on the back of the Bill, to the Local Govern-
ment Board, and to the Vestries and District Boards of the
Metropolis.”

47. Resolution of Vestry—Your Vestry adopted the
report and approved of the action taken by the Committee.

Letters were received from several of the Authorities in
the Metropolis, agreeing with the action taken by the Vestry.

Several public authorities have also expressed their dis-
approvai of this Bill.

48. The Government accepted the Bill on the under-
standing that it should be referred to a Select Committee.
That a thoroughly comprehensive Amendment Act is re-
quired in order that the public may be adequately protected
from adulteration, must long have been obvious to all who
have considered the subject ; but it would be a serious blunder
to take the Bill referred to in any way as the basis of a
satisfactory and adequate Amendment Bill.

GENERAL REMARKS.

). Samples examined in Englaid and Wales—During
the year 1891—the last for which the returns have hitherto
been received—the total number of samples of all kinds
examined by the Public Analysts of England and Wales was
29,028, an increase of 1,563 upon 1890. 'The data in the
following table have been obtained from the Local Government
Board’s reports for 1890 and 1891, and show the number of
samples of each kind which were examined, and the number


















