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TO

COMMITTEE No. 2 (SANITARY)

OF THE

MUNICIPAL COUNCIL OF DUBLIN.

My Lorp MAvor AND GENTLEMEN,

I have the honor to lay before you a Report
on the Sanitary condition of the City during the year
1865, and the means which have been adopted under
your direction towards the prevention of disease.

As there was no report published for 1864, during
which year I was appointed, it may be desirable that
I should enumerate the officers of this department, and
briefly explain the duties of each. The appointment
of Officer of Health is under the 12th section of the
Towns’ Improvement Clauses Act (10 and 11 Vie.,
cap. 34), and the duties in it are described as follows:

“ To ascertain the existence of diseases within the limits of the
Special Act, especially epidemics and contagious diseases, and to
point out any Nuisances or other local causes likely to cause and
continue such diseases, or otherwise injure the Health of the inhab-
itants, and to point out the best means for checking or preventing
the spread of such diseases, within the limits aforesaid, and also the
best means for the ventilation of Churches, Chapels, Schools,
registered Lodging Houses, and other public Buildings within the
limits aforesaid, and from time to time as regnired by the Com-
missioners to report to them upon the matters aforesaid, and to per-
form any other duties of a like nature which may be required of

him.”
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To see that complaints are properly entered and Inspector’s
attention drawn thereto, and his report entered thereon. To file
and preserve the returns of cattle slaughtered.

To attend assiduously to the prompt and effective discharge of
the business of the office and the serivenery thereof, so that the In-
spector of Nuisances may devote his whole attention from 10 to 4
to his out-door duties.

To have all memorandums, reports, letters, &c., ready to be laid
before Committee, whenever the Secretary shall appoint weekly or
other meetings.

To have posted in office Copy of Bye-Laws velating to sanitary
proceedings, and to see that the business of each day be fully
discharged before leaving office.

The Secretary of Committee to communicate all orders of Com-
mittee to the several officers in writing, and to report any neglect
carelesness, or omission, which may come under his notice, to the
Committee without delay.

The Committee suggest that whilst the Secretary is the organ of
communication of the Committee with the Commissioners, that the
officer of Health might be in verbal communication, as occasion may
require, with them, or such BSBuperintendent or Inspector as they
may appoint upon ordinary or routine matters,

All of which we submit as our Report, this 11th day of
August, 1862,

J. RYAN, Chairman.

MORTALITY.

The Registrar-General recorded during the 52
weeks of 1865, 6,959 deaths, which gives on the
population of Dublin, in 1861, namely, 254,808, a
death-rate of 1 in 36, or 28 per 1,000.

During the same period the rate was as follows
in other Cities :—London and Suburbs, 1 in 38 ;
Central London, 1 in 38; Liverpool, 1 in 27;
Glasgow, 1 in 30.

The City is divided into seven districts, which
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Hospitals, from City dwellings. From these Hospitals
a list of the addresses of each patient admitted during
the previous week is forwarded to us on Tuesday, and
on Monday night, by the favour of the Registrar-
General we receive the address of every case of Zymotic
or Preventable Disease, and those of Convulsions which
have proved fatal during the previous week. On
the following day the houses are visited by the In-
spector of Nuisances or his Assistants. The state of
the ashpit, privy and house-drain is examined, and, if
necessary, orders are given to have them put in proper
order ; the room where the case has arisen is aired and
directed to be whitewashed. If any fresh case has
occurred, the address and regulations of the nearest
Dispensary are given, or the patient is urged to seek
admission into Hospital, and it is to be regretted
that there are no legal powers to compel them to do
so. We do not, at present, obtain returns of cases
of preventible diseases, attended by the fourteen
Dispensary Physicians, but the Sanitary Sergeants
call twice weekly at the Dispensary Stations, and
these gentlemen point out to them any houses
which, in their visits, they have observed in an
unhealthy state. There are fever carts attached to
the Cork-street and Hardwicke Hespitals ; but the
street cabs must be used for conveyance to other
Hospitals, which is much to be regretted.
SMALL-POX

Occasioned 70 deaths, according to months, as follows :
—dJanuary, 13 ; February, 6; March, 10 ; April,
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15; May, 13; June, 5; July, 2; August, 3;
September, 1; October, 1; November, 0 ; Decem-
ber, 1. The parents or other responsible persons in
any house where a case had occurred were urged to
bring their children, or all other unvaccinated
persons, to the Dispensary of the district, the address
and regulations being given;and they were informed
that they subjected themselves to a penalty for not
so doing. Information was also given to the Dis-
pensary Medical Officers of any unvaccinated children.

SCARLATINA

Produced 43 deaths, and was most prevalent during
August.

MEASLES

Caused 157 deaths, and prevailed most during July,
August and September when 63 occurred. The airing
of the rooms and of the bed-clothes and dress was
insisted on by our Inspectors.

DIARRHEAL DISEASES

Including Dysentery and British Cholera, occasioned
290 deaths apportioned to the months, as follows :—
January, February and March, 36 ; April, May,
June, 34 ; July, August, September, 131 ; October,
November, December, 89. During September when
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CONVULSIONS

destroyed the lives of 511 infants. As fresh air and
sunlight are highly preventive of this and the prece-
ding disease, it is to be hoped that mortality by them
will be diminished, when, according to the new bye-
laws for tenemental dwellings, the windows will be
glazed and moveable, and cleanliness and proper
sewerage insisted on. The deaths by this disease were
nearly one-half less during November and Décember
than during the preceding months or the corres-
ponding period of last year, thus indicating that
sanitary efforts have already produced effects.

LODGING HOUSES,

under the “ Towns' Improvement Clauses Act, 1847,”
which was applied to Dublin by the “Dublin Im.
provement Act of 1849,” the Corporation gained
powers of inspection and regulation over Lodging.
houses in which lodgings were let nightly or for less
than one week. Bye-Laws were passed regarding
the following matters :—Registration ; inspection ;
number of lodgers ; separation of male and female
lodgers; airing and cleansing; notice of infectious
disease and disinfection; water supply and domestic
accommodation; exclusion of swine and other animals;
and the keeping of a copy of the regulations in each
room.

Ninety-five such houses were registered and regu.
larly inspected, and one single fact will prove with
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« It is hereby notified to the Keeper and Inhabitants of this
House, No. that the Corporation of Dublin and the
Police Authorities will strictly enforce the observance of the fore-
going Bye-Laws.

¢ All complaints addressed to the No. 2 Sanitary Committee of
the Corporation, City Hall, Cork Hill, will meet with immediate
attention.”

The Council, by resolution dated December 18,
have applied the rules for the prevention of over-
crowding to the tenemental dwellings now under
inspection, and the standard which has been adopted
is 300 cubic feet for each person over eight years,
and 150 for each person below that age.

The Bye-Laws came into action on the 15th day of
September, and your officers forthwith proceeded to
enforce them. Those neighbourhoods which from
experience were known to be most filthy and un-
healthy were first visited, a copy of the Bye-Laws
was posted in each house, and a familiar explanation
of their provisions (which was extracted from the
Freeman’s Journal) was given to each occupier of a
tenement init. In many instances the improvements
which the Sanitary Sergeants suggested were carried
out ; in others they were resisted, and the owners
were accordingly summoned. The Police Magistrates
however adjudged that registration of cach of these
houses as a Public Lodging-House was necessary
before conviction for any sanitary deficiency could be
obtained. The registration of these houses, which
number about 9,000, has caused considerable delay,
and has occupied the time of your Staff for the past
six weeks. I should mention that the visits of the
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officers were always most gratefully received by the
poor tenants, During the four months the Act has
been in operation 4,962 houses have been visited, and
64,901 Sanitary defects discovered.

There are many courts and rows of small houses
without any back-yards, and to which, heretofore,
there were no privies attached. In such cases we
have called on the owners to discontinue the letting
of one house, and to construct upon it a suitable
privy for males and females. As an example, I
may mention Denmark-place, in which the proprietor
has made this arrangement, and has also constructed
a sewer from Denmark-street to Cole’s-lane. This
gentleman, the proprietor of a coach factory, uses
the wood ashes to deodorize the night soil, which he
carts away to his farm weekly.

Tue Cueyicarn Works within the City
are as follows :—

Messrs. Kaxe, North Wall.—Oil of Vitriol,
Muriatic Acid, and Bleaching Powder are manufac-
tured, and the Gases which are liable to escape are
Sulphurous Acid, Muriatic Acid, and Chlorine.
Complaints have been made of these disagreeably-
smelling Gases by persons living around, and the
iron of neighbouring works is rusted. On damp
days, when the air is so light that these Gases do not
ascend, and when the wind is blowing from the East,
the smell from these works and the other similar
ones just now to be mentioned, has been perceived
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as those described above.  Owing to the dilapidated
state of the works gases escaped freely, and were
occasionally very unpleasant to those passing over the
neighbouring bridges, but at present they are being
repaired. The Inspector under the Alkali Act re-
ports that but 2 per cent. of the muriatic acid made
in the Irish works escapes.

Mr. Ryay, Blackpitts, Manure was formerly made
in this factory, by adding oil of vitriol to blood, fish
refuse and other animal matter, and a most noxious
vapour escaped, which injuriously affected the health
of a large religious community, living in the next
premises. By your directions he was obliged to
abandon this 1nanufacture. He makes, also,
Glauber’s salts, wood charcoal, and other chemicals,
the processes, however, do not produce any nuisance.

Mr. Woxror, Hanover-quay. During the earlier
months of the year manure was made on the premises,
by adding oil of vitriol to fish-refuse, coprolites,
and other animal matters, and a very disgusting and
injurious vapour escaped. It had given great an-
noyance to the congregation of the Mariner’s Church,
which is immediately opposite, but as the vapour is
very dense it is not wafted to any considerable dis
tance. Dr. Cameron and I have frequently visited
the works, and chloride of lime having been freely
used about the yard, at our suggestion, the nuisance
was somewhat abated. The owner is under promise
to mix the materials in covered vessels, and to draw
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‘he vapour into a tall chimney, and unless these pre-
cautions are adopted before he re-commences the
manufacture this season I shall feel it my duty to
advise prosecution.

Mr. Horpew, Hanover Quay, distils the tar from
the Gas Works, and obtains oils, creosote, and pitch
from them. Dense fumes occasionally escape from
the melted pitch, but they do not extend far, and I
cannot regard them as very deleterious.

Mr. Kurtz, Sir John Rogerson’s Quay.—In these
works the ammoniacal liquor from both the Gas
Works is received by pipes, and treated with oil of
vitriol to obtain sulphate of ammonia. Sulphuretted
hydrogen escapes, and until Dr. Cameron and I
visited the premises, this most pernicious and abomi-
nably stinking gas was sent into the air through a
high chimney, and under certain atmospheric condi-
tions, it occasionally descended to the serious detri-
ment of the citizens. At our suggestion Mr. Kurtz
has made arrangements by which this gas is carried
through a fire and thus destroyed.

GAS-WORKS.

In both the Hibernian and Alliance Works, the
mode of purification is by the wet lime process, and
the resulting refuse, technically known as the “ blue
Billy water,” is conveyed into open tanks for the pur-
pose of allowing the undissolved lime to settle from
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it. This lime is afterwards used as luting for the
retorts, and the water is pumped under the furnaces
where it is consumed. At the open part of the sewer
in Benson-street, which has been recently covered in,
about 20 yards from where the boy was suffocated in
July, 1864, this refuse water might have been often
scen. I believe that sulphuretted hydrogen escapes
from the tanks while the refuse is exposed to the air,
from the luting of the retorts, and from the water
while being dried upon the furnace pans, and I have
the strongest opinion that such escape is most in.
jurious to the health of the workmen and surround-
ing population. My opinion was painfully verified
by the suffocation of three men by sulphuretted
hydrogen in a pit dug in the premises of the Alliance
works in September. The lime refuse must have
percolated from the tanks into the surrounding earth.

Unwilling that so great, and in the beginning so
expensive a change should be urged upon the com-
panies without my opinion being supported by Lon.
don and other authorities, I wrote to the Medical
Officers of Health of the City of London, Holborn,
Islington, Poplar, Southwark, Whitechapel, St. Mar-
tin’s, and Liverpool districts, and to Dr. Odling,
formerly Medical Officer of Health for Lambeth. All
condemned the lime process, and approved of the
iron process, except Drs. Letheby and Odling who
stated that, with proper precaution, the wet lime
process need not be a nuisance injurious to health
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ready for use, on the condition of getting it back
charged with sulphur, but the Gas Companies might
scll the sulphur charged with iron to them, at a profit.
In some London Works the ammonia of gas 1s very
perfectly fixed by Dr. Odling’s mixture, which is
saw-dust steeped in oil of vitriol. In none of the
works I visited did any odour exist, and, further, the
gas was very free from sulphur, ammonia, and car.
bonic acid. In the Phenix Works the wet lime
process was, for some years, conducted with the
additional step of burning the spent water in a
special chamber, but it was found difficult to manage,
and occasionally the great quantity of sulphurous
acid proved a great nuisance.

The dry lime process, while it does not catch the
impurities as well as the wet lime, produces a solid
refuse so noxious that it is necessary to carry it away
to sea in air-tight barges.

The Alliance Company has entered into a contract
for the crection of purifying chambers by the iron
process, and during summer, when alone extensive
changes can be made in Gas Works, they will be in
action, and the Hibernian Company has promised to
abandon the wet lime process ; but as changes are in
contemplation by which this Company may cease,
no steps have been, for the present, adopted.

TRADE NUISANCES.

As an example of the mode of procedure in cases
of injurious trades being carried on in populous
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neighbourhoods, the following case against a chandler
and fat-boiler, at the request of persons living in
the vicinity, may be reported.

I visited the premises, and issued the following
form of certificate :—

125, StEPHEN's GREEN.

I certify, that upon the 5th day of May, 1865, I inspected the
eandle house or factory of Michael Fegan, situate at the rere of the
house, No. 63, Upper Dorset-street, in the Borough of Dublin, and
said candle house or factory, is in my opinion a nuisance very
injurious to the health of the inhabitants of said Borough, who
reside in the immediate neighbourhood of said candle house or
factory—which I certify this 13th day of May, 1865.

E. D. MAPOTHER, M.D.,
Officer of health for said Borough.

The case was tried at the Capel-street Police Court,
on June 13, before Mr., Stronge and Mr. O’Donnell.
Evidence was given as to the nuisance by residents of
the neighbourhood and by me. T mlso deposed that
the premises were so small, and in so densely popu-
lated a place, that it would be very difficult to carry
on the trade inoffensively and that the proper remedies
were as follows :—The erection of a chimney ten feet
higher than any of the houses around, the placing of
a copper funnel over the boiler, glazing the windows,
and hanging cloths wet with potash through the
premises. The Magistrates made an order to dis-
continue the boiling of fat until these steps were com-
pleted, under a penalty of £5 per day. The owner
subjected himself to this penalty on two occasions,
but afterwards relinquished the boiling of fat, and
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has since merely melted pure tallow, which does not

create nulsance.

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES.

The Council has issued no license for the slaughter-
ing of oxen or sheep, and only one for slaughtering
of pigs, namely, that to Patrick Cremer, of Millst.,
where there is ample ventilation, water supply, and

sewerage.

The following is a list of the slaughter-houses at

present licensed :—

TRINITY WARD.
98 Thomas street
16 City quay
30 Boyne street
5 Poolbeg street
Rath row
21 Shoe lane
41 Townsend street
Bracken’s lane
Rere 9, Townsend street
Rath row
7 Townsend street

SOUTH CITY WARD.
13 & 14 Copper alley

ROYAL EXCHANGE WARD.

D lane

37 &Z?Castle market
Royal row, Castle market

9 Clarendon market

Castle market
Royal row
Drury lane
Joseph’s lane

46 William street

11 Chatham street
Tangier lane

Royal-Exchange Ward— Continued
14 Drury lane
Joseph’s lane
King’s head court
Joseph’s lane
Clarendon market
Ditto
89 Drury lane
Clarendon market
Joseph’s lane

FITZWILLIAM WARD.
Stalle lane off Pleasant st.
1 Charlotte street
Harcourt road
Liberty lane
Camden row

USHER'S QUAY WARD.
Byrne’s alley

73 James’s street

42 Thomas street

4() James’s street

19 Thomas street

80 Thomas street

Rere 19 and 20 Meath street
8 Belview

16 Basin lane
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INNS' QUAY WARD. | AREAN QUAY WARD.
6 Beef row, Ormond market | 56 Barrack street
Bradogue Alley (Fisher's lane)) 12 New Church street
Fisher's lane | 54 Bow street

Bradogue alley | 157 North King street
Ditto | 16 Barrack street
Ditto | 17 Hendrick street
Charles fow ; 3 Manor street
Rere of House No. 1 Boot lane i 42 Phibsboro® road
Bradogue alley, Fisher's lane,  Rere of 50 Barrack street
94 Upper Dorset street . Stable lane, off West Arran st.

53 Barrack street

About 20 of the foregoing have not sent in returns
of cattle slanghtered for over 12 months, and if this
be sufficient evidence of their being disused, I would
suggest that steps be taken to recall their licenses.

The ownership of the following licensed slaughter-
houses has been transferred during the past year :

7 Townsend-street,
Harcourt-road,

8 Market-place,
Camden-row,
Henrietta-lane.

Proceedings have been in some instances taken foxr
slaughtering in unlicensed places, and convictions
have been obtained.

The position of the 129 slaughter-houses scattered
through the densest parts of the city is a subject
which demands the earnest attention of the Council,

Notwithstanding the best water supply and sewer-
age, the earth in the neighbourhood of these places
becomes imbued with the blood and refuse of the
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animals, and the air becomes polluted, much to the
injury of the health of the surrounding residents, A
vigilant inspection of them is very difficult, on account
of their scattered position, and a reliable or constant
examination of the meat is impossible. Tn order to
prevent the sale of unwholesome meat, whether ren-
dered so by decomposition, parasitic animals, or other
diseases, a careful examination with the aid of the
microscope of every carcase is much to be desired,
but at present is quite unattainable. The driving of
animals through the streets, and afterwards the car-
rying of their carcases on men’s backs, is much com-
plained of. The erection, therefore, of 2, 3, or 4
abattoirs and meat markets in different quarters of
the city is, for such reasons, most desirable. The
Clerks of the Markets have conducted the examina-
tion of unsound meat, and in August their attention
was drawn to the fish markets, decomposed fish
having caused some cases of diarrheea.

The slaughter-houses have been on 1,519 occasions
visited by the Inspector of Nuisances.

The two knackers’ yards situated in Red Cow-lane
and Mill-street have been 13 times inspected.

The houses and sheds in which cows are kept have
been inspected repeatedly by the sanitary Sergeants.

There are, however, no legal powers to remedy
such evils in them as overcrowding, the want of
sewerage and water-supply, and it would be very
desirable that the provisions of the Metropolitan
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Management Act on this matter should be extended
to Ireland, the more so, as there is reason to fear the
invasion of the cattle plague.

OTHER NOXIOUS TRADES.

The following may be noted as examples :—

A letter having been received from the Commis-
sioners of Police, drawing attention to an occasional
nuisance along the quays, arising from basil skins,
imported from Liverpool in a decomposing state, I
mquired into the matter, and found that they were
imported by only one firm, who promised to have
them shipped in water-tight casks, or to discontinue
the importation altogether, if such could not be done
without causing nuisance.

The trade of cleaning and drying the guts of oxen,
sheep and pigs is carried on in a few establishments,
mainly situated along the Poddle River, and as water-
supply and sewerage are therefore abundant, nuisance
need not arise. When, however, regular inspection
has been omitted, these premises have been found
afterwards very filthy.

Size factories, such as those in Patrick-street, emit
during warm weather a disagreeable and hurtful
odour ; our Inspectors have prevented this by com-
pelling the owners to cleanse their vats frequently.

RAG AND BONE STORES.

The boiling of bones to extract the fat in these
places, produces hurtful odours. In one instance, the
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been proved to be very feasible, the Committee are determined to
exert the powers conferred on them under 10 and 11 Vie,, cap.
34, Scct. 108, for the prevention of smoke; but, before doing so,
they have had prepared the following simple instructions for the
direction of the owners, managers, and stokers of all establish-
ments where fuel is burned in places other than ordinary fire-grates.

1.—The complete combustion of fuel depends on the admission
of just enough air to the furnance. Too small a quantity allows
some of the fuel to pass off in smoke, or in an imperfeetly burned
condition, producing GREAT waste; but if the amount of air
admitted be too great, the heat will be reduced to an ineffective
degree. When black Smoke is seen to issue from the chimney, let
the door of the furnace be opened. The draught entrance must be
kept free of fuel or ashes at all times.

2.—The furnace should never be choked up with fuel.

3.—Before adding fresh fuel, most of the red coal at the front of
the furnace should be raked to the back, and the fresh fuel placed
upon the remnant in the front, so that all the matter issuing from
the fresh fuel shall be burned by the bright fire at the back.

4.—Large coal should be broken into pieces the size of the hand
when shut, before being added to the furnace.

9.—The quantity of red coal on the floor or bars ot the furnace
should be equally distributed, and never less than three inches
deep.

6— All furnaces and boilers hereafter to be erected, shall be

constructed under the superintendence of a competent Engineer, and
with a view to the I’revention of and the exit of unconsumed Smoke.

DIRECTIONS FOR STOKERS.

1—No black Smoke ought to issue from the chimney of the
furnaces.

2—To prevent this, (when charging the furnace) push most of
the red coal to the back of the furnace, and spread the remainder
evenly to a depth of not less than three inches, and place the
Jresh fuel upon the red fire nearest to the door.

3—The pieces of fresh fuel must not be larger than the hand
when shut; nor added in such quantity as to choke the furnace.

N.B.—The furnace should never be choked with fuel, as this -

prevents a sufficient quantity of air from entering, and thereby
wastes the fuel, and causes smoke..

C.
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once in six months is too seldom, as the plentiful
evolution of carbonic acid rapidly destroys its efficacy,
and rooms above the bakehouse without abundant
ventilation should not be used as sleeping-places, as
the heated noxious gases ascend. The Act only con-
cerns sleeping rooms on the same level as the bake-
house.

THE LIFFEY NUISANCE.

During the year there have been many complaints
before your Committee as to the stench from the
river by residents along the quays, and others ; the
drought of the past Summer having made it almost
intolerable. According as the sewerage of the City
is improved, the filthiness of the river will increase.
It was referred to your Law Agent to report as to
whether it was the duty of the Council or of the
Ballast Board to take steps for the prevention of the
nuisance. It was his opinion that such duty was
incumbent on the Ballast Board, which body, at
present, occasionally employs men at low tide to
throw the mud from the sides to the centre of the
river. He was also of opinion that the Council
was authorised to apply remedies on its being certi-
fied as a nuisance injurious to health. I may say
that I would have no difficulty in so testifying, as I
have traced a great frequency of diarrhea and of
fever along the quays, and the streets leading from
them,
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gerous nuisance, there being scarcely any current and
the sewage putrefying in this open drain.

As the part of the river which is injurious is out-
side the Municipal boundary, the matter was referred
to the county aunthorities.

VENTILATION OF BUILDINGS.

The only public building to the ventilation of which
my attention was called during the year was the
Council Chamber. This was referred to the City
Engineer and me, and the improvements which have
been made under his direction seem satisfactory.

PUMP WATER.

It has been proved that diarrheea and cholera are
frequently spread by the water of superficial wells
and pumps, which in a city is apt to become pol-
luted with sewage and with gas-products escaping
from leaky mains. Dr. Cameron and I have for such
reasons visited very many places in which pumps are
publicly used, and obtained some of the waters.

The results of his analyses are already very im-
portant, but, as the subject is larger than at first
supposed, we have thought it better to postpone our
report on the pump and well waters, until a future
occasion. Our investigations will include also the
composition of the canal waters, and that of the
vartry, as well as that of various pumps and springs
under variety of rainfall and other circumstances.






39

tion a heap of turnips in a decayed state, but covered for the most
part with clay. The effluvia from it was disagreeable at a distance
of 10 yards, but as the heap was entirely vegetable, and was sur-
rounded by 50 yards of free-air space in every direction, I considered
it very slightly injurious to health.

The Inspector of Nuisances afterwards informed me that having
received a complaint from Rev, Mr, Maturin on Saturday,
August 5th, he had visited the place (in accordance with the 9th
sec. of 11 and 12 Vie,, c. 34) on the 7th, the day before I was
aware of the nuisance, and had allowed 7 days for the removal of
the heap.

At the next meeting of your Committee, on the 11th, the days
allowed by the Inspector had not expired, and as the owner had
promised to abate the nuisance, but up to that time had been
unable to get labourers to do so, I did not offer any certificate of
its being injurious to health, and resolved to wait till the next
meeting on the 18th, to urge the issuing of a summons if the heap
had not been removed.

On that day, however, the Inspector informed me that the heap
had been removed and deposited in the earth through the field, and
in carrying out such removal there was necessarily a further stench
aroused, of which Mr, Maturin complains. I have visited the place
this morning, and find that the refuse is now so disposed of in such
a way as prevents all chances of injury arising.

Although I feel confident that no injury to health occurred from
the slowness of the eteps in this instance, I am strongly of opinion
that the Towns’ Improvement Act, 1847, under which your Com-
mittee act, and the Nuisance Remaval Act, 1848, which the police
authorities carry out, do not offer remedies sufficiently expeditious
in their operation, and that many nuisances have expended their
worst effects before effective steps can be taken for their abatement.

I would therefore urge your Committee to petition the Govern-
ment to cause such Acts as the 11th and 12th Vie. cap. 63 (under
the 59th section of of which a most speedy remedy is provided),
or the Nuisance Removal Act of 1835, to be extended to Ireland,
or that a comprehensive Public Health Act for this country, or for
the entire kingdom, should be enacted.

August 26th, 1865.

Swine have been removed from some localities
by the magistrates’ order, on my certificate that their
being kept was a nuisance injurious to health.
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the Medical Officer of Glasgow, has adopted a similar
plan for that city, and during the coming year I pro-
pose to do so. In a few months a new map of the city,
on the scale of five feet to the mile will be published, as
the surveys for the purpose have been completed.

2.— DISINFECTING HOUSE.

It has been found that no means for destroying
contagious poisons is so effectual, yet so simple, as an
exposure to a temperature of 212 degrees—that is, a
dry heat equal to that of boiling water. No injury is
done to clothes or furniture by such a heat.

Large chambers have been erected in Liverpool where
this plan is adopted, and the clothes, bed-clothes, and
other fubrics in which fever poison might lurk, are
purified, gratuitously, for the poor.

Such an institution, connected with a public bath or
wash-house, would be inexpensive in Dublin, and would
achieve a vast deal of benefit.

3. In Glasgow there is legal power for the establish-
ment of houses where the families of persons struck down
with fever may take refuge during their treatment, or
the purification of their dwellings, and such have been
erected with the most signal advantage. If similar
steps were taken by the benevolent of this City, the
spread of fever would be much checked, and the misery
which falls on a family when the head of it is removed
to hospital, greatly relieved.
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sleeping place for the employer, her son, two grown daughters, and
grandehild, Similar instances are numerous, From Dr. Letheby’s
statistics it appears, that more than twice as many deaths by con-
sumption and fever (of all diseases the most accurate sanitary tests)
occur among needlewomen, as among other females of corres-
ponding ages in the City of London, and that while the mean age
at death of the latter is 296, that of the former is but 24-7.

The effect of such unhealthy conditions on tailors is even worse,
for intemperance is often super-added.

6.—LEGISLATIVE AMENDMENTS.

The powers conferred by the Bye-Laws under the
Dublin Improvement Act, 1864, are ample, and the
greatest benefit is to be hoped for ; there are, however,
a few other matters which we have found in the working
of them not quite satisfactory. In case opportunities
should occur for amending or altering the Act, I have
noted these points :

1. The repeal of the clause obliging registration of
the tenement houses, which number 9,000, as it is
found that much delay and legal action is necessary.

2. Power to temporarily close a house infected with
fever, as contained in the English Act.

3. Power to permanently close houses which are
unfit for human habitation, as contained in the Scotch
Health Act. Some wretched Sheds in Lower North
Cumberland-street, exemplify the need for such a power.

4. The extension of the powers of the Act to small
cottages and stables used as human abodes, which are


















