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SIPELL him of an intent that's
L coming towards him." The
British citizen was told on various
occasions early in the ent ses-
gion, that there were six or eight
‘sanitary measures to be made pay-
‘able to him in the course of a few
months.  Bills were, indeed, duly
drawn, but they have all been most
unduly withdeawn, For, to finish
the quotation we had just begun,
¢ Promising is the very air o' the
timu;tuEOmiaeiamustmurtiynnd
fashionable : performance is a kind
of will or testament, which argues a
great sickness in his judg]:naut that
made it." If this be true philosophy,
the judgment of the House of -
mons upon matters that concern the
public health is very sound indeed.
The end of the session brings
our patience to an end. We have

gho know what is good for us,
we have heard, zeen, and said no-
thing ; but now we must spealk.

. Tga will not pain ourselves by
uttering the names of the eight or
nine measures, great and small, more
or less bearing upon the improve-
ment of the public health, that we
have seen, ﬂmingb:}lia :Fing and
summer, perishing before Eil'([)fil‘llﬂ.
We were friends to them, and they
are lately dead, all barbarously
murdered in the House of Commons.
Bur:lly it was not the time for a na-
tional assembly, far removed from
barbarism, to declare that a time of
war—a time when the rich of neces-
sity must suffer more than wusual
pressure, and the poor be more than
ever crushed—was not a right time
for removing burdens on our social
state. Deliberations on the conduct
of the war have formed a very small
part of the business of Parliament ;
no topic of debate was less welcome
to ministers, or, except as tonching
a few points, less relished by the
eountry. The war has not thriven
or gmmned weight an ounce for
having eaien up the other business
of the session. Let some German
eritic, with a German constitution
able to endure the work, read the
debates of the year through, and he
will find that, allowing to war-
topics all the hours they occupied,

niet. Trusting in those who

time spent in afiig &terf
no timgl. His decision m}?*bh ‘that
it took as much strength to push on
one side the work of the country as
would have sufficed to push it to a
useful extent forward.

:-Wﬂl.;gl;e]iﬂ‘u that an abuse é:-i' the
priv of faction isin some
responsible for the late Btoppagﬁ
all domestic legislation; but what-
ever may be the cause or causes of
it, we do not believe that statesmen
have been justified in exeusing their
own inaction by the sluggishness of
public interest in any other than
the leading topic of the day. The
filth that swims in lis back-
and oozes through his bedroom tloor
is infinitely nearer to the poor in-
habitant of Rotherhithe or Bethnal
Green than the corruption of the
Russian Government. The labourer
who has been earning his own
bread for years, and in some chance
week (fallen, perhaps, under the
pressure of war times) needs parish
aid, is thereupon, by the unamended
laws of poor removal, carried away,
and set down naked with his house-
hold in some place where he finds
the legal fiction of a settlement, but
no home, and no face of friend or
place of work. This man thinks
more of his boys and girls in the
worklhouse than of the ships in the
Baltic; Le turns his face to West-
minster for help—it might as well
be turned to R![ecna ut these
men, and millions in the same or
gome other way not less concerned
in the measures that have been
ostentatiously neglected during the

session ; these, it may be, are
not the people who express the
publie interest in ¢he thing or an-
other. 1t has often been said, that
if eels and lobsters were not dumb,
but eould express their sufferin
I:E shrieks, they mever would be
skinned or boiled alive. Something
of the same kind may be said of the
dumb classes in society; there 1s no
active desire to give them pain, or
to prolong any pain they feel, and
there is some heed paid to their suf-
ferings, but not enough. The tongue
being an unruly member, lawgivers
legislate for that. At present it ap-
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f ears to them wisest to do nothing.

A t of the old school in
B cab axisiure dvills his
froop, and when he has got the
" men fixed in a row like statues,
gries to them with enthusiasm :
#Immobility's the finest movement
in the exercise!” While the public
| was erying out upon Lord Aberdeen
or having in thus spirit dealt with
the Russians, it was much more
ident and certain that in this
gpirit the whole Parliament was
| dealing with ourselves.
| We will take, however, the grave
DIISS10N0S 'mw'hiﬂh'ﬁ'ﬂrﬂfﬂr“]ﬂ 1SE8
n duty natural to men troubled by
m unaccustomed care. 'We are not
| msed to have a war upon our path,
| and may be allowed at first sight to
form wrong impmnsionn about the
ctent to whieh 1t is to be considered
m impediment to social 3
Ve ﬁmag::letha henaf:H;f of sani-
ary laws in preeeding years.
[he German critic whom wayhnva
Iready invoked would, indeed, find
mpon close study that there is not
ne of them wholly suflicient for its
rpose—not one that does not either
pxist now in the form of an Amended
bet, or else awail some necessary
mendation. Boards have been so
reated that they could not do what
m'ﬁlﬁt, and might not do what
ey eonld. Parliament has put into
e midst of them the leaven of un-
opularity: it has worked, they have
Bbecome unpopular, and then the
ave been ofhicially snubbed or o
ally thrown over.
'-::-u.-...: law have b:fn m:iaated
._.'Il .l fo CArry e ]
-Id ﬂlﬂ.t;g-]jkﬂ ﬂlﬂhtﬂmenmﬁ
e able to arrive at nothing. We
e not half so much surprised at the
apopularity of the Board of Health,
ind the powers given for the pur-
e, a8 at the fact that it y is
ble to show a large amount of work
pmplished. It has resened thou-
nds of men from death by cholera,

s taught more than a score of
wns how to be wholesome : it has
aderbid dirt in the market by prov-
g that cleanliness is cheaper, not
any indirect way by its conse-
mences, but directly, s e against
heme, clean sewerage against stink,
nstant guppljr of good water all
er the house against an intermit-

239

tent sugphr of bad water in the scul-
lery. An extensive amount of acen-
rate sanitary Imowla%u hias h‘i' the
same agency been diffused, and two
or three new and important prin-
ciples have been established, thou
they have not yet all conguered
hostility of vested interesis. This
Board was sent into the world al-
most without any other tool or
weapon than ifs tongue; it has used
that well, and we complain of its
much talking. It was set to a task
of innovation, bidden to tread on a
whole army of toes; the owners of
the toes cry out, and so we all .
fi ]m':fﬂ aucgﬂ: B[}:lrld s Hpulnr
or having m itsell’ unpo ;
Where there is so mueh ery, there
must be some wool, we say; there
cannot be all this smoke and no fire.
Certainly not ; but the fire may be
one that, if wise, we should be in no
I to guench. When we see
m‘m smole after the kindling of a
necessary fire, we do not throw cold
water on the coals we have been
lighting, but rather, if we must do
E;lga;thmg, aid m T% aﬁ ;:Itﬂ-
t, or mve a httle helping
breath out of our bellows. It isin
the first kindling, the freshness of
the eoal, that we get more than a
common show of smoke, but let the
fire burn up, and it will soon wear
a more cheerful aspect. That waa
not the philosophy of Lord Seymour
(whom no labourer for public health
has ever blessed as an ally), or of
Bir Benjamin Hall, when those gen-
tlemen marked a session that%.uﬂ.
done no good to the sanitary cause
with a strong effort to do it harm.
It may be true that Dr. Southwood
Smith and Mr. Chadwick are them-
selves responsible for some part of
the unpopularity attaching to their
office. We do not know tha! they
are. We know that in the mere
fulfilment of their duty they must
have affected many prejudices,
wounded many interests, and in-
curred inevitable odiumwhich it is an
honour to have deserved. Nodoubt
they may have had their faults,
but we know very well how much
good service they have done, and if
we felt, as we do not, that we could
int out how it might have been
E:;DE with a better grace, we should
be chary, even then, of censure.
For why should we th;ow-alanea' Lo
Q
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the form of concentrated help to
some one filthy district, so that it
might be cleansed, and become on a
pretty large scale, what on a small
gcale the Model Lodging-houses are
already—irresistible evidence in fa-
vour of the right use of air, water,
and drainage. Recent reports of
the result of the working of those
model lodging-houses that have been
now a sulliciently long time esta-
blished, show that although they are
erected commonly in the midst of
the worst London neighbourhoods,
and have stood the siege of cholera,
by which they were on some occa-
sions hotly surrounded, yet in no
form has pestilence hitherto crossed
one of their thresholds. The low
- rate of even ordinary mortality in
 these buildings is so positively start-
ling, that we dare not quote 1t until
more experience shall have con-
firmed the opinion it surgests. The
Health Fund, then, was proposed,
in order that, as nearly as possible,
not a house only, but a district,
might be made in this way pesti-
lence-proof.
The idea so proposed fell upon
od soil, and aroused much active
and sincere desire for co-operation,
but for reasons that need not here be
specified it has never yet been actu-
ally carried out. The pamphlet of
which we speak did nevertheless
much good in its own sphere by the
mfusion of new vigour into the
eral diseussion about matters of
tne, and it contained many wise
quﬂhta pointing forward to the
lative and administrative powers
' that it will be best to seek for sanitary

]m.'l;hpoa'_ es. We agree so thoroughl
with the main principle affirm
under this head i the little traet,
that we will venture to quote from
ita passage bearing most directly on
our present argument :—

In the first place (it is said), the ma-
mmt of such a thing as the public

th should not be dependent upon the
are time of Parliament, or be subject
o theinterruptions caused by the recesses
of you legislaiors, The waiting from
the close of une session to the beginning
EME"W" [and we have now to add, from

=]

ning of one session to the close of
the same, | for such sanitary measures as
may suddenly be required, isa palpable de-
‘@t:t.r a manifest failure. It shows at once
how ill such t-_hinf are regulated. Any
particular evil which oceurs should be

Health Fund for London.
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remediable, either by a municipal body,
or & Department of the State, How con-
temptible a thing itis, that there should
h:& great public works of the first neces-
sity required ; and that mere offsets of
authority — powerless, moneyless com-
missions—should be the only bodies to
appeal to for orders in such a pressing
matter, There should be a great Depart-
ment of Public Health, distinet from
that of justice. Many matters, not now
thought of, should come under the juris-
diction of this Department. To prevent
the adulteration of food, for instance,
should be one of its doties. Tt should
turn seience to account in every way.
It should encourage and enable scientific
men to work at matters connected with
the public health.

This we believe to be a view of
the question to which it is important
that attention should be steadily di-
rected. The peculiar connexion that
ia Lo exist, ad inferim, between the
Home Oflice and Board of Health
may be used as a preparation for
some definite and well-developed
measure, that shall establish, finally,
the care of publie health, as an es-
sential portion of the business of the
nation. In this event it will be seen
that the direction of it is to be en-
trusted only to the highest class of

ublic servants. It 1s not a trust to
disposed of at the option, or, at
best, mismanaged by the discordant
action of ten thousand small muniei-
galit-iea or parish vestries. Let the
eadliness of the poison steaming
from a cesspool or a sewer-of-de-
posit once be fairly recognised, and
nobody will be disposed to assert
that a due regard for popular insti-
tutions makes it proper for a corpo-
ration or a vestry to maintain it in
existence. No loeal board should
be entitled to declare that a mur-
derous piece of brick and mortar
shall not be summarily dealt with,
and that the state is not, unless the
vestry or the corporation pleases, to
take thought for the protection of
lives visibly in danger. Municipal-
ities have no more right to exercise
their mercy on a cesspool than to
save from the prison or the gallows
any other sort of Greenacre. Not
even a vestryman, if he be a fish-
monger, may offer for sale, as food,
stinking turbot; is there reason
why he should have right, if he be a
house-owner, to offer for tenancy a
stinking habitation? For nobody
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‘ment never can be more under
AANA0Nn inﬂ“.m thm i.t iﬂ Ill:m".
The most comprehensive reset-
ation of the munieipality of n
ould not more weight than
ists already in the columns of the
ndon press, and in the free ex-
inion by all citizens.
y a great deal too

large for any narrowness of lnuui

ling; it 15 practically a grea

itish provinee, in which are found

Ti .'.::.|| 'Hlﬁ iﬂtﬁrﬂu ﬂf thﬂ'

- mation here and in all quarters of

rim world. A government with
.{ which the whole metropolis con-
.{hnded. would exist in opposition

to the will of the whole nation.  If,

|
] however, the municipality were no
more than a representation, hﬂr’?ﬂiﬂg
feeling for its animating soul,
there would be no need to protect
the State inst. it. There is no
Ol to loo :E: bemmm
4 prope HtE‘I]H tmﬂ}* ¢ en
 the little parlinments we cheri‘;g
- and desire to cherish always, how-
ever true it may be that, like
oFroalo] W}.imtﬁ, i i

in
ueian tells

#
1

OCCASLOTE m;lr%.ﬁﬁ ]m ]1
~of a king o t w t
% IMOnKeys tﬂ dmgp ﬂtﬂfﬂd

eetly, and with a profound
ity, until some citizen threw
among them. Now there
. .__'1' tﬂ:ﬂ mtm ﬂlﬂt are
| nuts to the members of a town
i§ council or vestry, and whenever
{ public li may be in danger
] ::'J-l 1l & CI bF ﬂrlr !uﬂh !1
we will undertake to get up in that
town council or vestry, to save
:"II:L " WE wo“]d- m
| such a hal y rate—but no, why
| meed we reveal the nostrum P If we
| speal lightly of our emall self-repre-

senting bodies, let it be remembered
| that men laugh with the most free-

dom at what they love. Were the
true i of municipalities endan-
el -ﬂ.ﬂﬂj’iﬂgtﬂ thﬂmmthﬂf
vere ngvar ‘meant to serve, we
A0 L 2 ¥

our helief that in their worst form
!'llﬁ care, as should do, infi-
nitely more for their own quarrels
than for those of anybody clse, and
~ that under no possible circumstances

My, Simow's Sanitary Reports,

serious in their de--

fener Bntaﬂin, while we declare
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eould they in this country ever
assume a revolutionary character,
we must objecet to all confusion of
departments. There is a fable about
a man who quarrelled with his hair-
brush, and, setting it aside, clevated
three old servants, blacking brushes,
to the vacant situation. Admirably
had they performed the not unim-
portant duty formerly entrusted to
them, but when the change was
made, their owner did not find much
reason to congratulate himself.

We have touched very lightly and
briefly on the points to which 1t has
seemed to us most expedient to call
attention, and have made no attempt
to enforce our argument by an array
of sani faets. But upon these
facts it 18 mevertheless requisite
that men should dwell with an in-
cessant patience. Whoever will go
with the clergyman orparish surgeon
of any wretched distriet in this
country, using his own eyes and his
own nose, though he will not see in
one visit a tenth part of the pollution
that exists above ground, and will
have imagined most imperfectly the
horrors that lie underneath the soil,
will yet come away eager to be at
work, and make Ins heavy heart a
little lighter by some effort to be
helpful. The next best ihing to
actual inspection for an acqusition
of some knowledge of the truth, is a
reading of the evidence of faithful
witnesses. The reports of the in-
spectors who have been invited in
vmiamplacmthm make the prﬂ}mt-
nary inguiry that is requisite before
there can be any uaui.lion about an
application of the Health of Towns
Act are worth reading with care.
They show not only what terrible
neglect of all the ordinary means of
health 18 common, but also—as at
Swindon, for example—what angry,
dogged opposition may be made by
seltishness and ignorance together,
even against changes that one might
think would be dictated by the
simplest sense of decency.
vigorously-written summary of the
chief sanitary events of the metro-
polis exists in the well-known re-
ports of the City Officer of Health,
which are now collected.® Mr.
Simon’s excellent reports in themr

| * Reports relating to the Samitary Condition of the City of London. With
| efane and Notes, y John Simon, F. R 5., Surgeon to St. Thomas's Hospital, and
Officer of Health to the City, London: John W. Parker and Son. 1834
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LOVE AND CHANGE. 245
I.—Tue Croup.
LCI'VE stood before me in my youth's fresh prime ;

¢ Life’s hill is steep,” he said, ‘the way is long—
Be love thy guide! Love's heart is bold and strong,
Love's truth trinmphant over Death and Time,"
Oh! very fair was Love, and sweeter far
His voice than any bird's—my soul did seem
Touched by an angel in a silver dream,
Sent down from regions of the morning star.
I turned to follow, but austere and strange,
Another voice cried * Pause!” whereat, a wail
Broke from me—Ilo! sweet Love waxed wan and pale,
And dark, behind him, lower'd the Shadow, Change.
That sterner voice was Truth’s, for now I know
Change followeth Love wherever he doth go.

II—Tae ‘Sizver Lixing.'

‘ Poor Child!" Truth murmured—* Thou dost shrink to see
Love thus companioned ; on thine ear doth ring

The grand *for ever’ that the seraphs sing,

In the heavens only. Lowve, that melody

Hath dreamed, nor questioneth, nor doubteth he,

But chanteth loud and strong, yet pauseth oft,

And . . . ceaseth soon. Poor child! the elouds, aloft,
Are just as stable—yet some grace must be

Hid in that sorrow ; with meek hands uplift

The shroud and search; behold! how one by one,
Lafe’s feeble loves die out, like flowers in the drift

Of the first snow ; grief lingers, but anon,

By faith transfigured, sets the whole heart free,

To elasp a love whose term’s eternity.’

III.—GriEF.

I could not lift that pall—my heart was full,

Mine eyes o'erflowed—Life’s glory seemed to grow
A shadowy semblance and a mocking show ;

Dull grew the earth, the sky, all leugcn dull.

O Love! I cried—O Love, the beautiful !

0 Love, the joy o' the heart, the light o’ the eyes!
Thou hast undone me with thy witcheries,

O fair, false Love ! a pitiless hand doth pull

Thy mask off, and behold, Deeay hath shed

Dust on thy lip and ashes on thy head.

O Death, unbar thy door! my soul doth pine

To enter in—and Thou, the one, divine,

True Love, uplift me, where the sweet heavens ring,
‘With that “for ever’ which the seraphs sing.

IV.—REsIGNATION.

The river flowed in musie to the sea,

The summer wind its wild, sweet tune began ;
The little field-mice in the furrows ran :

From out the flower-bells buzzed the wandering bee.
A calm sank on my soul. This mis

Of Loss and Change, 1 said, all life doth bear,
Nor riseth in revolt, nor in despair

Doth langnish. God is very strong, and we,
In rash rebellion, but as sapling trees,

That front the lightning ; 1 will lift that pall,
And bow me where the deathly shade doth fall,
And sean, with patient heart, those mysteries ;
If haply I may tind—oh ! sweet and strange !

God's Love enfolded in God’s bitter Change !






