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[ Condisetad by

he landed, with yells and hootings, surrmi.ndinﬁ
the carriage like so many dusky demons, an
leaping aﬁ kinds of mutumel{ on fallen royalty
until it gained the shelter of the Date-Tree Inn,
when the banished lords fook a lodging imme-
diately opposite, and held a dignity ball that
icht in token of derision and indignation.
Date-Tree Inn was the ouly place of refuge
which fallen royalty could find ; for Mrs, Seacole's
sister, who keeps an hotel in Jamaica, where she

is tenderly patriotic in beefsteaks and porter, | the

would not so far demean herself or her house asto
give his sable majesty a refuge. He had been em-
peror twelve years, but Mrs. Seacole’s sister had
not learnt to believe in his regality for all that.

After Soulouque’s fall and expulsion, Febre
Geffrard was chosen President: a kind, just
man, full of good intentions, and singularl
merciful in disposition, a pure African by hlom.i
but with all the upright feelings and noble in-
stincts of the most civilised Caucasian. DBut
Fabre Geffrard is nof acceptable to the whole of
his quasi-suhg'ents. A large section still regrets
the author of the Haitian coup d’état, and this
section determined, the other day, to get rid of
Fabre and his gentle rule. A party of five,
composed chiefly of men of rank and condition,
and headed by Zamors and Chochotti, two men
of bivth, surrounded the President’s hounse
and, on his young daughter, Madame Blanfort,
appearing, a man named Sanon shot her down
as she stood, intending to seize the President in
the confusion, and make short work with him.
It was a ruthless assassination. Not many weeks
married, much and tenderly beloved, there was
everything, both in her character and condition,
that ought to have pleaded for her exemption
from harm. Yet she was the one marked out
for destruction, simply with the hope that her
tleath would create such consternation that the
plot could be carried into effect without trouble
or hindrance. It was a heinous crime; an un-
pardonable crime, but the revenge taken was
severe enough even for the vengeful. Twenty
men were condemned to death, not all of whom
were guilty of even knowledge of the assassina-
ticn. Yet sixteen were actually executed, four
saving themselves by flight. Fabre Geffrard
could with difficulty be brought to consent to
this wholesale wanner of retribution, but his
ministers and the army took the matfer out of
his hands, and the trial was pressed forward
with all the ardour and passion of the South,
passing from accusation to conviction, and from
conviction to execution with very litile interval
or respite in between.

The condemned bore themselves with the
f]nu:n of lmém:s. ‘W'lu:r;M drawn ont to be
ok, stood in a row, chattin ily amon
each ntﬁr, and smoking as mﬁnﬁ il ﬁﬁ
parade—like all men who have commitied a
Erep.t public erime, cheating themselves into the
elief that they had meditated a great public
virtue. The soldiers told off for the execation
were unmanned. Though there were forty-six
to do the work, it took three-quarters of an hour
before the last man was killed. It was a

Eerfeck butchery, and th pu_pular feeling, which
g.d been g6 strong on thi side of the murdered
§1rl angl'againsg the congpirators, was all now
itis of what seemed to be an

It will be long before

]
.

ets that day whed she wetted her feet in
the of/her sons, ‘and trailed her royal
robes knee-deep thmpg‘fn the crimson stajm. It

might*have been ajust sentence, bt at the best
it was no i

justice became problematical.

INFALLIBLE PHYSIC. i

E——

“ Trere is always,” observed. an
centuries ago, * some one arch fuacke
carrics the bell in England. If it is-nob tar
water, it is something else.”
that at least half a million of pounds sterling is
expended annually by the English publie on
advertised drogs and nostrums. Upwards of
forty thousand pounds are paid annually to the
revenue for stamps on quack medicines. One
patent medicine-vendor, it is affirmed, spends
no less a sum than twenty thousand pounds
yearly in advertising his drugs.

One of the most notable impostors on publie
credulity was 8t. Jolm Long, a painter from
Cork, who took up doctoring on his own au-
thority. He settled in London, took a fine
house, and enunciated a mystic doetrine about
morbific matter. All his remedies were applied
externally, kept strictly secret, and vaunted as
the great discovery ufy the age. He soon got
abundance of patients, and it is said gained one
hundred thonsand pounds out of the pockets of
the eredulous public in London. Yet Dr. Sleigh,
an eminent physician to whom Long was mn-
duced to apply for instruction after his first
trial for manslaughter, asseried that, even for
a layman and unprofessional man, he found him
utterly and strangely ignorant on everything
whatever, however elementary, relating to the
strueture, functions, and diseases of the bnd_jr,
Nevertheless, at his two trials numerous wit-
nesses, among whom were noblemen, clergymen,
and generals, stood forward to swear to his
great medical knowledge. One of these wil-
nesses (Lord Ingestre) swore that he saw St.
John Long draw several pounds of a liquid like
mercury from a patient’s brain!

In the early part of the present century, a
person called Perkins sold in %meab numbers, and
at exorbitant prices, two small tapering pieces of
metal called Tractors, which were staled to be
perfectly efficacious in the removal of “ acute
and chronic rhenmatism, gout, sprains, erysi-
pelas, u;}lhplic fits, pleurisy,” and numerous
other ailments, and they were further alleged to
be equally successful in all analogous diseases
of horses or other animals. The small pieces of
metal were made of zine and ecopper, which
would cost at the most but afew pence, yet they
were sold in t numbers at six guineas a set,
and persons of high repute and station bore
testimony to the truth of this “safe, speedy, and
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fessions, and believing in ‘his protestations.
When the truce was at its height, and men’s
minfds mest ealm and most assured, Tonssaint
L'Ouverture was treacherously seized in 'his
plantations and carried off, he and his wile and
family, to France. There they were freated with
all the refinements of eruclty belonging to
civilisation : the wnfortunate black was thrmst
into a cold, -dank, horrible cell in fhe prison
fortress of Joux, where, on the 27th of April,
1803, he was one morning found dead—
the prison anthorities 'snidmi;y aE:l}SP'lﬂxy, Tris=
tory says by murder. TNapoleon few blots
on his name more foul, more-eruel, more trea-
cherous, than this episode of Tounssamt I'Ouver-
ture, & man of whom history has only nebleness

and self-sacrifioe to record, Alter his abdue-| S

tion, the war was carried on with redoubled
severity. The French brought bloodhounds
from Cuba, and hunted the negroes like wild
beasts through the mountains. Reprisals were
not wanting; reprisals so fierce that it was said
forty thousand French perished by the hands of
the blacks, exclusive of those who died of fever
and starvation. For, at last, the famine was so
great that they were forced to eat the very
bloodhounds brought over for megro-hunting.
Hated, expelled, and their rule broken for ever,
the French did the best they could under their
untoward cireumstances, and recognised Haiti
as an independent black nation on the 1st of
January, 1504. At-that time the negroes were
from four hundred aund eighty thousand to five
hundred thousand strong, and had sorae notable
men among them 1o take the eonduct of af-
fairs. True, Toussaint, with his lofty daring
and mobleness of soul, was gome, bui Chris-
tophe, his friend and companion, remained;
and Dessalines was there, vigorous and strong,
if perempiors and eruel, with others of less
hisioric weight, smd by degrees the i:‘ul.
their house an order, and got things folerably
well arranged, Dessalines, who had made a

roclamation advising the assassination of the

rench, took the west, or French side, as Jacques
the First ; and when he was assassinated, Pétion
took the south-west, and Christophe the north-
west, as Henri the First. Christophe had been
one of Toussaint’s most ardent friends and sup-
porters, and had been tampered with and
tempted by the French at a tune when his de-
fection would have stremgthened their lands
pethaps for ever ; but, loval and trne, Christophe
had stood manfully by his leader and their cause,
and now eame forward as the chiel of a state,
no longer-as only the waptain of 2 band of ve-
volted slaves. In the sequel Olristophe was
either slain in-a military revolt, as some say, or,
according to others, committed suicide. But,
indeed, Haitian history is sadly confused and in-
distingunishable ; dates, names, events, sequences,
are jumbled together in such utter disorder, that
we can make out litile beyond the faet that the
government of thedsland was handed about from
one to-another, that revolutions and assassing-
tions were thigk on every side, that the black
governors had/much to learn and much to un-

i

sand sometimes thix

learn, and that the whole was a series of experi-
ments, in which sometimes the experiment, and
sometimes the experimenter, eame off worst,
went on smoothly and well
for all parties. This historic and dynastie
imbroglio lasts until August; 1849, in which
month and year Soulougue beeame emperar,
uugt;rrlm title of Fatll.is:tin .t;i'}e Firn}.

ulowmque was a kKmg rophetic parod y-
He did i his small wnﬁr&ei&gly Tv:'rhul, a certain
neiglibour of ours didm a er fashion two
vears later. FElected President, as all the rest
had been from Dessdlines upwards, he took the
oaths and his seat, and for a time condueted
himself with becoming presidential moderation.
But the glitter 'of an mperial crown dazzled
oulouque, and the Haitian President ex-
ccuted a coup d'état wherchy he hbecame a
erowned emperor and the loving conzin of all
the regalities in Furope. Tt was a grand idea,
and by no means weakly executed. Soulouque
was a great mobility maker, His Dukes of &?a.r-
malade and Princesses of Barlev-Sugar were the
standing jokes of the Old World, though not
quite faw jokes; and for a time, what with
suceessfully debauching the army, and surround-
ing himsell with a ereature court devoted to his
fortunes—which were their own—he managed
io steer clear of his enemies, and to overbear all
n‘lmlmaitian. He was wise, too, in his generation.
With a keen eveto the future, he amassed thvee
or four hundred thousand pounds, which he
prudently invested in the Buropean funds—his
uneasy seat, gnd Eeﬂmim AN UNEeRsY conscience,
leading him uild his boats md -hriﬂgl)s
behind him, -and, make all ready for the
when flight should be his sole chance of safety.
His immediaie cansdof failure was not long 1o
coming. A man of “his inordinate -ambition
could not let -well alone, but must needs plan
and plot, and conspive for something more than
he had, and this something more was the empire
of ‘the whole ‘island. ]ﬁ"x,tmk his measures,
laid his plans, prepared his plot, but his men did
not second hiw, the avmy even failed him, and
the conspiracy fell to the grouhd in a helpless
andl imperfeet manner; whereon ‘Soulougue, in
a rage, got hold of his reealeitramts, put them
into pits, kept them without food, and left them
to be devoured by vermin of the most horrible
kind, Tn short, he acted with all the full-blooded
eruelty of an wnmitigated savage tyrant. As
Anthony Trollope says, “He played, upon the
whole, such & mdlodrama of fantastie tricks and
fantasics as might have done homour fo a white
Nero,  Then at last black hnman nature could

endure 1o more, and Soulouque, dreadivg a pit,
for his own majesty, was forced to nm™ UOn "

the 20tk of January, 1859, he and 'his black
wife, or wives, his Tamous daughter Olive, and
his mwmerous maids of honour, took refuge on
board the Melbourne, bound for Kingsion, in
Jamaica. But they found Kingston almost as
hot for them as Port-au-Prince.  The banished
Heuitinns, of whom Faustin the First had made
quite a colony, had mestly congregated there,
and recetved their ancient oppressor, as soon as
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effectual method of eure.”” In a pamphlet on
the influence of the tractors, Perkins stated that
‘e had erossed ihe Atlantic and become a resi-
dent in London, that he might devote his time
and attention to the diffusion of this important
discovery, and its application to the miseries of
mmkigg" He alleged that among his testi-
monials were vouchers from “eight professors
in four universities in the various branches as
follows : three of natural philosophy, four of
medicine, one of natural history; to these may
nineteen physicians, seventeen sur-
geons, and twenty clergymen, of whom fen are

octors of divimtg, and many ofthers of equal
respectability.” soon, however, Dr. Hay-
th and Mr. Smith in this country, and

chumacker in Germany, showed that thev could
produce equally marvellous effects with * false
tractors” made of wax and wood, provided only
that the patients did not know the deceit prac-
tised upon them, and had entire confidence in
the method of cure employed. The paralytic
were made to walk, rheumatie pains were put fo
flight, and, during the operaticn of pointing the
fa.i:sa tractors to the part of the body affected,
the pulse was visibly influenced. In one case
they produced an increase of pain instead of re-
lieving it, and the patient declared that after
their use for four minutes, he was in more pain
than when the surgeon took five pieces of bone
from his leg, after a compound fracture in
Wales, and his pulse was raised to one hundred
and twenty beats a minute.

Contemporaneons with Perkins were the Jew
doctors, Brodun and Solomon. The former was
footman fo Dr. Bossy, a learned physician of
those days, and having obtained some knowledge
of medical terms, resolved to turn doctor him-
sell. He brought out a “Nervous Cordial”
and Botanical Syrup, which were announced to
be grand restoratives of nature, and he secured
patents for them. He published, also, a
Guide to Old Age, with a portrait of the
anthor, and puffed it so judiciously that, accord-
ing to his own account, it went through fifty
editions. After travelling about Eugland, he
at length determined to settle in the metropolis,
“the Paradise of quacks,” and, after a run of
sueeess, attem})ted to get himsell appointed an
officer of wvolumteers, but eventually failed.
Famous Dr. Solomon, in his vouthful days,

ined a livelihood by hawking black-ball in

eweastle. Regarding this employment as too
menial, he turned his attention to cleansin
ladies’ faces from spots and freckles, by an
“ abstringent lotion.”” Afterwards he attempted
to establish a newspaper in Liverpool, but not
succeeding, tried to sell it, unestablished as
16 was. His great exploit was the fabrication of
the Cordial Balm of Gilead, and the publica-
tion with it of a Guide to Health. In his
Guide he informs the public, “that the most
learned physicians have been unable to discover
in the Cordial Balm of Gilead the least par-
ticle of mercury, antimony, iron, or any other
mimeral exeept gold (pure virgin gold), and the
balm of Mecea.” A portrait adorns this valu-

able medical work, and an engraving of the
great man's house, with a scale of measurement.

The Balm of Gilead had a large sale, and
seems to lave been a pleasant heverage. On
one occasion A tradesman at Everton, near
Liverpool, discovered, to his great regret, that
s wife, though formerly modest and tem-
E‘:m’u’:, had suddenly become a dram-drinker.

nraged at her depravity, he interrogated
her so sternly, that she confessed she had
been allured to the pernicious habit by sipping
the Balm of Gilead and other nostrums.
then produced the empty bottles which had
contained these intoxicating cordials, and told
her lusband that three of her female neigh-
bours had also been deluded inio the same
habit. The tradesman therenpon eoncerted a
plan with the other injured husbands to clas-
tise the Jew doctor. They decoyed him to
Everton on the pretence of attending a patient,
and meeting him on the way, disguised as
devils, with cow-hide and horns, dragged him
into a_field, and compelled him to swallow a
whole botile of his own nostrum. The doctor
invoked Moses and all the Prophets to deliver
him from the demoms; but they proceeded to
toss him in a blanket, all the while filling the
air with hisses and exceralions. At length
permitted to return home, he was so convineed
of the supernatural character of the punishment
inflicted upon him for his impositions, that he
advertised his premises to be let or sold.

On one oceasion the British Parliament, earried
away by the public enthusiasm for a secret
remedy called Stephen's Specific, which was
believed to be infallible in cases of gravel and
etone, voted five thousand pounds for its pur-
chase. The composition of Mrs. Stephen’s
remedy was thereafter officially published in the

London Gazette, but the mixture of iu}%'reﬂi[:nts
was so unexpectedly absurd that the pub-
lication was fatal to its reputation. “It con-

sisted of egg-shells and snail-shells, with the
snails in them, all caleined, ash-keys, hips and
haws, swine-cress, and various other vegetables,
all burned to a cinder, with camomile flowers,
fennel, and some other vegetables—these last
not being burned in the same manner.” Dr.
Hartley, the metaphysician, nevertheless pub-
lished an octave volume in favour of Mrs.
Stephen’s alleged specifie, addueing one hundred
and fifty cases in proof of its efficiency, his own
being numu%st the number. Dr. Hartley, how-
ever, died of the disease for which he believed
Mrs. Stephen’s specific to be an infallible remedy,
and of which he believed himself to be cwred.
However much we may he disposed to smile
at the simplicity of our ancestors in giving
credence to the vendors of secret remedies, it
must not be forgotten that a whole host of them
flourish in our own day, and draw annually large
sums from the pockets of the public. They
seem naturally to divide themsclves into two
classes : one offering to the world an universal
panacea for all diseases and all cases of disease;
the other professing a speciality, or confining
themselves to the treatment of special diseases.
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Lady Mary Wortley Montagu remarked that
the E'LE:;-HSE[ are, mum}l:]:an' m?ygither nation, in-
fatuated by the prospect of universal medicine,
and after noticing the constant suecession of
eures applicable for all eases and cireumstances,
she says, iw 1748 : “1 find that tar-water has

succeeded to Ward's drops, and it is possible
gome other form of qmﬁry has by this time
taken place of that.” Although the nineteenth
century has not the advantage of the Elixir of
Life, or Bishop Berkeley’s tar-water; or Per-
kins’s tractors, still old age is gnaranteed to all
gomers, through the efficacy of certain won-
erful pills. By their ageucy longevity shall be
ithe privilege of all who are wise enough fo invest
one shilling and three-halfpence from time to
time. One advertiser, with o landable aspiration
after seience, enunciates a humoral pathology,
s?en'iall;.- his own ; and as, according fo him, all
diseases originate in the blood, so the blood isonly
to be purified by perseverance in swallowing the
Nos. I and 2 vameties of pills, the combined and
judicions administration of whiely will produce
unmunity from all bodily ailments. Another
professor discards every fanciful hypothesis. He
entrenches himself behind conntlesscaszes of cure,
and assuringthe worldthat “ thestudent of Nature
knows how simple are her ways,” recommends his
pills and ointment as positive remedies for all ex-
ternal and internal complaints, asserting that by
them * disease is conquered and art frimmphant.™

But by far the most agreeable adverhisement
which meets the eye is *“no more pills, or any
other medicine,” fifty thousand eonres of all
manner of diseases “ without medicine, incon-
venience, or expense,’” and effected solely by the
use of some peculiar kind of food.

Rubbers and shampooers have frequently
risen to considerable notoriety, smd then as
suddenly disappeared. The motto adopted
by the practitioners of ]{iuesii;athjr (as they
have been called), has usually been to rab and
pinch the body after a peculiar fashion, supposed
to be known only to themselves, and m this
way an universal remedy was promised for all
diseases, medical and surgical. The rubbing
systern lias always possessed the advantage of
being an aefive method of cure, in eontradis-
tinetion to the ezpecfent plan, which quietly
waits for recovery by the efforts of Nature, inter-
fering only to remove hindrances out of her way,
or to aid her powers when insufficient. Most
men and women when they are ill, prefer a form
of treatment which has appearance of acti-
vity and exertion, to any method which neces-
sitates their quietly waiting. Medical men are
well acquainted with this peculiar mental con-
stitution in the majority of patients, and know
from constant experience, that often when

nursing would do all that is required, meﬁ?gfl
treatment of some form mist be adopted, simply
to satisfy Lhis eraving for active help.

One of these Kinesipaths invented the amusing
theory that * synovia’ was the cause of all bodily
ailments, and that the ap%impriata cure was his

ecial kind of rabbing. ow, this ™ spmria,”

whicli is the harmless fluid lubricating the

joints, and wkich consists of albumen, oil, and
water, was supposed to take an erratie journey
into some neighbouring organ, where its pre.
sence was resented, and thus avose manifesta.
tions of disease. It is'reported that a poor lady
who had been stricken with dimness of vision,
and who applied to this rabber for velief, was in-
formed that the wicked alynwia had taken up
its quavters in the organ of vision, and must be
driven out by skilful and oft-repeated rubbing.
After submitting to this treatment for a pro- |
longed period without benefit, an intelligent
orulist was eonsulted, who, to the Iady's asto-
nishment, speedily restored her impaired sight
'I%J preseribmg for dyspepsin. One ignorant
Kinesipath was caught i the act of sham

ing & poor man's back who had returned
India much emaciated, with the avowed purpose
of rubbing down the “knobs™ on his back : the
so-called “knobs” being the spines of the vertebra
unusually prominent from general wasting.

The lstory was published, some few years ago,
in the %uarterly Beview, of a young man A
having been hrought up as a journeyman cooper,
was instructed by his mother in the art of sham-
pooing. He was wise enough te turn his ae-
complishment to account, and, having made one
or two reputed cures, they were noised abroad,
and ecaused him to be talked of at every dinner-
table. It was believed that he had made a
prodigious discovery in the healing art—that
shampooing, performed according to his method,
was a remedy for all disorders. All forms of
diseases were submitted to the same treatment ;
not alone patients with stiff joints or weakened
limbs, which might have been benefited by the
practice, but sufferers with diseases of the spine
and hip-joint, of the lungs and liver, patients
with the worst diseases, and patients with no
disense whatever. The r the demand
for the services of the practitioner, the larger
became the fee necessary to ensure his best
attention; amd it is supposed, that for ome
or two years at least, his receipts were as
much as 6000L annually. DMatters went on
thus for thres or four years, when the delusion
ceased about as su y as it had leaped into
vigour, and the shampooer found himself de-
prived of his voeatiom.

Of the irregular almmhhnnam who devote
themselves to special departments of practice,
the “ bone-setters” have always been a nume-
rous fraternity. One or more is usually to be
found in every manufacturing town, but their
vocation flourishes more icularly m the
mining districts. The inhabitants of those lo-
calities practically express their conwietion that
“hone-setting™ is an art quite beyood the usaal
qualifications of an educated suqfum‘ Abtend-
ance on lectures, and walki ospitals, may
qualify a medical man for performing an ampu-
tation or curing a colie, but the art of mending
broken limhs is not so learned, and & man whose
ancestors have been bone-setters and black-
smiths, or bone-setters and eurriers, for several
generations, is far more to be depended upon.

Among the specialists, the so-called  cancer
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curers” have, p g, of all others, been the
most notorious.  The formidable nature of
cancer, its comparvative frequency in both
gexes, aud the belief that it is incurable
by known methods of treatment, have been
among the reasoms why this class of em-
piries should atteact a large share of public
attention. Added to these i& the natoral
dread of the surgeon’s knife;, and the bold asser-
tions' of the pretender that he possesses the
secret, as yet unrevealed fo the world, by which
recovery may be effected painlessly and certaiuly
without having recourse to the dreaded operation.
On the part of the publie, the love of novelty,
the Benevolent wish to forther anything whieh
promises so great a boon as the relief of pain or
the saving of life, leads indirectly to the conn-
tenancing of the empirie and to the I‘urt]mrinﬁ
of his selfish ends. A eertain proportion o
supposed cures ave effected by the removal of
benign tumours which ought never to have been
mistaken for cancer, or by the destruction of
the surface of a genuine cancer and the tem-

rary healing of the skin. Mr, Spencer

ells, in a little work on Cancer Cures and
Cancer Curers, has shown that their remedies
mainly consist of compounds of mercury, arsenie,
or zine, disgunised by admixture with some other
ingredients, and that the pain caused by these
caustics is tenfold more severe and more pro-
tracted than the pain of excision by the knife.
Not one of these pretenders whose secret has
transpired, or who has had a fair trial wnder
mmt;letent supervision, has contributed anything
to the advantage of sofferers from cancer;
not one has suggested anything new, while
the mischief they have done has been ineal-
culable. In the beginming of the last century a
person named Plunkett practised as a cancer
curer in London. He had no knowledge of
surgery in grieneml. and, of eourse, must have
been guided by intuition to lis diagnosis.
He preseribed from the traditionary directions of
his namesake, formerly an empiric in Irelamnd,
who left the reeeipt for his medicine, with direc-
tions for its use, to Bteeven's Hospital. Plun-
kett's nostrwm was a form of caustic which pro-
fessed not only to destroy the twmour, but to
penetrate like a separate intelligence into every
direction where the marked tissue was deposited
and to uproot it utterly. The notion of cancer
possessing roots has probably arisen from the
supposed resemblance it has to a erab holding
its Ipmy: though truly the existence of the so-
called roots is an entire misapprehension,
Plunkett’s secret was purchased by Richard
Grey in 1754, and kept secret by him until a
controversy took place about m, im which
Gataker, one of the surgeons to the king, took
an active part. Tts owner then published the
secret in Lloyd’s Evening Post, for March 5th,
1760, as follows : “Crow’s-foot, which grows
on low ground, one handful; dog-fennel, three
sprigs, the two to be well pounded; crude
brimstone, three thimblefuls ; white arsenie,
the same quantity. All incorporated well in a
mortar, then made into small balls the size of

nutmegs and dried in the sun.” If is curious
to ohserve that this receipt is really @ type of most
of the nosirums which have been highly vaunted
in recent times for the cure of the same disorder,
Yet even Plunkett had noelain to originality, for
the exhanstive effects of arsenie, which was the
active ingredient in this nostrum, was well
known to the Greek and Roman pliysicians, and
had been used for centuvies in the removal of
cancerous diseases. Mr. Justamond, who was
surgeon to the Westminster Hospital at the
time, gave a full and fair trial to Plunkett’s and
Grey’s eansties, and came to the conclusion that
the advantages gained did not compensate for
the risk incurved. Lord Bolingbroke was killed
by a man who pretended to eure him of cancer
in the face, and the remedy employed was Plun-
kett’s paste. Similar fatal results have followed
the use of otler quack nostrums used for the
same purpose.  Notlong ago a German empirie
agreed to come to this country from somewhere
on the Rhine, to heal a lady affected with eancer.
The fee was to be three hundred guineas. The
quack’s first application was made on the
Monday, and on Tuesday it had destroved the
coats of a lavge artery, and the patient bled to
death in a few minutes. Tn another case, a phy-
sician was called to see & lady who was said to
have fainted. On his arrival, he found a cancer
curer in attendance, totallyunconzeiousof the true
Ensiﬁiﬂn of allairs; he had only just assured the

usband, indeed, that the wife was going on well,
and would soon be eured. The patient was dead !

Within the last few weeks the most unsern-

ulous, perhaps, of all the cancer curers has
en arraigned before the Tribunal of Corree-
tiomal Police in France, and punished by impri-
sonment and fine. A native of Surinam, named
Vriés, assumed the name of the “ Doeteur Noir,”
antl pretending that he had a diploma from the
faculty at Levden, established himself in Paris
as a caneer curer and universal medical genius.
He gave out that he had discovered in the tropical
regions an infallible antidote which he ecalled the
“quinguina of cancer,” and also other specifies for
divers diseases., Prospectuses were profusely
distributed, announcing that the “black doetor™
had received supernatural relations confirmatory
of the value of his treatment, and numbers of
poor sufferers were imduced to applly. Immense
sums were exacted previous to the treatment
being commenced, and, however far the disease
had progressed, the patienis were invariabl
assured that enre was certain, An ample fria
was afforded to the remedies in the hospital La
Charité, the treatment there being conducted
by the black doctor himself, and after the most
deliberate investigation, the scheme was pro-
nounced on all hands a failure.

At his trial for swindling, it appeared that, in
1834, he bad left his country, and bad visited
Holland, America, and BEngland, to introduce
foreign medicines. In England he had en-
deavoured to set up a new religion, had preached
n.%rnins’r the idolatry of Rome, and had pro-
claimed that he feared neither the poniards of
the Jesuits, nor the thunders of the Vatican.
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He stated that in London his system of medicine
had not succeeded, because there, as in Paris, he
had been unfairly treated, and the result was
the loss of an enormous sum of money.

“ Yon came to Paris in 1853,” said the pre-
sident of the court. * What did you come for

“ To introduce foreign medicine, and to pro-
pose means of replacing steam in locomotives.”

“You are, then, a universal genis!”

* Every physician is a chemist.”

“ Pray who made you a physician £

* 1, myself, sir,”” answered the accused.

“ But you represented that you werea
sician of the University of Leyden.”

“ Hippoerates had no diploma; andif the Lord
himselfpwem to return to earth to cure men, the
Faculty of Medicine would prosceute him !

1t was proved by MM. Velpeau and Fauvel,
surgeons to the ]yié ital de la Charité, that
seventeen persons afflicted with cancer were

laced in his hands,and henndertook to cure them
mn six months, but at the end of two months
seven were dead, and at the time of the trial, &ff
were dead, except two, and those two dying !

No one objects to a man dosing himself in
any way he pleases, provided he does not
eommit actual suiecide. With some men, the
taking of medicine seems a form of monomania,
Bishop Berkeley drank a butt of tar-water; and
a person named Samuel Jessop, who died at the
age of sixty-five, in 1817, had such an inordinate
craving for physie, that in twenty-one years he
took no less than two hundred and fwenty-six
thousand nine hundred and thirty-four pills, be-
sides forty thousand bottles of mixture; and, in
the year 1814, when his appetite increased, his
consumption of pills was fifty-one thousand five
hundred and ninety! Dr. David Hartley, before
mentioned, not content with Joanna Stephen’s
specific, had during his life eaten fwo Aundred
poznds weight of soap, as a medicine.

Brandy and salt, Morison’s pills, Holloway’s
ointment, hydropathy, and homoopathy, all have
a place successively in the affections of those
ﬁimn io quackery, and it may safely be pre-

icted that one form of quackery embraced, the
rest are pretty sure to follow, Possessed with
a constitutional mental obliquity, these persons
turn a deaf ear to the teachings of experience,
and are quite unable to perceive that if a remedy
once, its virtues onght not to he
superseded by every new nostrum puffed abroad,
and that if they have found one nostrum at
length useless, the lesson thus learned should
have the effect of warning them from other and
new deceptions.

In reviewing a long list of empirical pre-
tenders, it is found that all prcteudp to possess
some secret hitherlo undiscovered, which is an
infallible remedy for some single accident or
disease, or which, properly applied, cures all
the ills that flesh is heir to. Frequently the
nostrum iz an antiquated heirloom, or if the
empirie s more refined and subtle in his charla-

phy-

tanry, spiritual manifestations and mesmeri
assist in the “mew gift of healing.” Eleo-
tricity and magnetism, too, those mysterious
forces, the physical laws concerning which are
little understood by the majority of persons,
are made scapegoats. FPerchauce, the bene-
factor of his species gives himself ont to be
a retired plysician or clergyman, whose sands
of life are nearly run, and whe, as an act of
gratitude before departing this life, offers an
mvaluable preseription to his fellow-men for the
trifling sum of a few postage-stamps. With the
preseription, possibly, comes a recommendation
to have it made up at some particular shop, which
has no comnexion with the advertiser. Every
ncws.{npcr that will admit such advertisements
can have them. Astonishing cures are thus
paraded before the eyes of a world of news
readers, and some weak-minded nobleman having
been cozened into heading the list of re-
coverics, the fascination becomes irresistible.
Educated medical men arc precluded from
advertising in this way altogether. A member
of any college or hall, advertising his cures,
would bring upon himself the general repro-
bation of his fellows, and would place him for
ever beyond the pale of professional respect.
This being the case, the very fact of advertising
cares by any remedy, surrounds it with suspicion.
Qualified wmedicine men equally repudiate all
seeret remedies.  Whatever trouble or expense
an investigation has enst, the results are open
to the enfire world, and their correctness is tested
by ﬂmus?nds of Iﬂthcr workers. Had Jenner
kept to himself his preventive remedy for small-
ox, what wealth might he have accumu-
Fatndl Had Bimpson kept seeret the means of
abrogating pain by chloroform, what immense
pecuniary benefit would have acerved to himself!
Generally, when any real discovery has been
made, it has been considered a sufficient reward
to have its ulility recognised; the reward has
come in reputation ; and to the medieal man re-
tation is wealth, as well as honour.
In this countryno laws exist to guard the public
against medical impositions. An acl recently
assed provides a register by which the public may
Ejsﬁnguish between edncated and unedueated
ractitioners, but it ought not to be difficult to
d some ready method which, without sup-
pressing free trade in medicine, might at least
make it less easy for unserupulous adveninrers to
drive a thriving trade in this depariment.
Were even all patent medicines submitted to a
board of censors eompetent o examing them,
before the stamps were issued, the public might
be preserved in some degree from decidedly in-
jurious drugs.
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