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186 PRACTICAL SUMMARY

every word said, and the patient will direct the
surgeon what exactly to do, as a man might direct
his steps in a state of somnambulism, but still be
completely insensible,

All this is mentioned that the young surgeon who
applies chloroform for the first time should not be
led astray by what a patient may talk during
an operation ; thus, a patient will quite commonly
say that he has heard the saw dividing the bone, or
the actual cautery streaking out lines -on a joint,
yet, still, he has been fully anmsthetised. The true
tests in these cases must be, not the condition of the
special senses, but the sensibility of the conjunctiva ;
the fact, also, whether the eye-ball still turns up or
not, or whether, the rigid state of the muscles of the
second stage having yielded to the lax or unresisting
state of the muscles in the third stage, the patient
may be fairly decided to be completely anwmsthetic.

It is quite possible for a patient—one patient per-
haps in a hundred—to preserve the most perfect use
of the faculty of seeing, yet still common sensation
to be entirely abolished. I do not know if the dis-
covery of Swan bears on this fact, but he has re-
cently demonstrated some singular and startling re-
lations of the optic commissure with the purely in-
tellectual portion of the brain, rather than with the
centres of common sensation! Whatever the ex-
planation, the fact itself, as one of the minor sequele
of the chloroform process, it is occasionally liable to
mislead.*

# There are some apposite remarks in Locke
(book ii, chapter xix) on the mode or method of
thought of the mind, that bear in noremote manner




OF ANESTHETICS. 187

Abortion in females also has been known to follow
the vomiting attending the administration of chlo-

on this singular phenomenon of the special senses
resisting the action of agents all-powerful as re-
gards common sensation. The perception accom-
panying an impression made in the body by an ex-
ternal object being distinct from all other modifica-
tions of thought is called a sensation. * The same
idearecurring without an impression on the external
sensory by the same object is called remembrance;
sleep without dreaming is rest from all these, and
dreaming is having ideas (of the remembrance ) not
suggested by external objects nor under the con-
duct of the understanding;” and a little after
Locke says, in this * retirement of the mind from
the senses it often retains an inherent manner of
thinking, which we call dreaming, and last of all
sound sleep quite closes the scene. Is it not proba-
ble that thinking is the action and not the essence
of the soul, since the operation of agents will admit
of intention and remission? DBut the essences of
things are not capable of such variation.” It is very
remarkable to find Brown-Séquard and Swan, from
an opposite but corroborative point of view, in ad-
dition to these sensations and remembrances, giving
us sensations which do not form ideas, but form
reflex actions not recognised by the mind. Locke has
a fine fancy in another part of his work, speaking of
such impressions in the brain as ‘¢ lasting through
a lifetime as though graven in marble.” Yet we
find the flames of a fever in a few days calcine all
these images in marble to dust and confusion!”
Itis to me probable that chloroform in the same
way acts, in a temporary manner, on all these parts
of the brain too; but possibly, as it is carried in

























































































































































































































