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I Church, and commenced the operation of spening the ground.

1 EXHUMATION of REMAINS of JOBNHAMPDEN.|

Narrative of the disinterment of the body of John Hampden,
sq. (commonly called the ** Patriot™) In Hampden chureh,
ucks, on the 2lst of July, 1828, to ascertala the canee | ——
ol his death ; some historians supposiog that he was wounded
the shoulder by a shat from the encmy at the batile of Chal-
raye-field (June, 1643) ; others suzpss nﬁ'l]nt be was killed by
icsting of bis own pistol, with which his son-in-law, Sir
rt Pye, bad presented bime=Present on the veeasion—The
plit Hon. Lord Nugent, Counsellor Denman, tihe Rev. Mr.
bk es, Mr, Heron, Mr. Grace -teward to the Earl of Buck-
m;ﬂp}. Ge Coventry, six sther young gentlemen,
3 whose names | was not acquaioted, 12 grave-diggers aud
stants, with the elerk of the parish. »
" (O the marning of the 2lst of July, we all assembilad ic the

The parish plumber descended, and commenced cutting across
the mzn, then longitadinally, wotil the whele was sufficiently
loosened to roll back, in order to lift off the wooden lid beneath,
which was found io such good preservation, that it came off
nearly entire. Beneath this was another lid of the same ma-
terial, which was raised without marerially lahﬂn-: way.

The coffin had originally been filled up with saw-dust, which
was found nodisturbed, except the centre, where the abdomen
liad fallen in, The saw-dust was then removed, and the process
of examination commenged. Silence reigned. Not a whisper
or breath was heard, Each stood on the tiptoe of expectation,
awaiting the result as to what appearance the face would pre-
sent when divested of its covering.

Lord Nugeot descended into the grave, and first removed the
outer cloth, which was firmly mtped,lmund the body—then
the second, and a third—such care having been extended to pre-
serve the body from the worm of cerruption.

Here a very singular scenc presented itself. . No regular
features were apparent, altheugh the face retained a death like
whiteness, and showed the varions windings of the blood vessels
beneath the skin, The upper rew of teerh were p;ert'-ﬂ, and
those that remnined in the uoder jaw, on being taken out and
examioed, were quite sound. .

A little beard remained on the lower part of the chin, and the
‘whiskers were strong, and somewhat lighter than h.l hair,
which was a full suburn brown. The upper part of the bridge
of the nose still remained elevated, the remainder had given
way to the pressure of the cloths, which had been firmly bound
raund the head, The eyes were but slightly sunk in, and were
covered with the same white flm which characterised the ge-
neral appearavce of the lace.

Finding that a diference of opinion existed as to the inden-
tation in the lelt shoulder, where it was supposed he had been
weunded, it was wnanimously agreed npon to raise up the coffin
altagether, and place it in the centre of the Church, where a
more accurate examination might take place. '

Tre coffio was ex:remely heary, but by elevating coe end
with a crow-bar, t#o strong repes were adjusted under either
end ; and thus drawn up by twelve med ia the most careful
manner possible,

Heing placed on a trestle, the first operation was to examine
the arms, which nearly retuined their original size, and present-
ed a very muscular appearance. : :

Ou liftiog up the right arm, we funnod that it was dispossess-
ed of its hand. We miglit, therefore, paturally conjecture that
it bad been amputated, as the bone presented a perfectly flat
appearacce, as if sawn off by some sharp instrument. On
searching under the cloths, to our no small astonishment, we
found the band, or rather a pusnber of small bones, ioclosed in
Tt ax lichek 5 18 fesh b '

or about six inches up the arm, the ad wasted a
| being mam:& soialler than the lower part of the liﬂ::g:
| 1o which the hand was very firmly onited, and which pre-
- sented na symptoms of decay further than the tws hones of
!‘ﬂi‘_! fare finger loose. Even tlie nails remaived entire, of which
m :'Il:h tﬂ:‘:ir]lmlﬂct in the cloth containing the remaias of

Al this process ol the investigation, we were perfectly satis-
fied that, independently of the result of any Iurther u:minL-
tion, such a siriking eolacidence as the loss of the right hand
would justify ocur belief in Sir Robert Pye's statement to 1be
Hnrhﬁ that his presentation pistel was the innocent canse of
a wound which afterwards proved mortal. It was, however
possible that, at the same moment, in the Leat of the action n;







Chalgrave, when Colonel Hampden discharged his pistol at Hik

adversary, that his adversary’s ball might weund hLim in tbe
shoulder ; for he was seon after observed, as stated by Sir
Philip Warwick, ** with his- head hanging down, and lLis hands
leaning upon his horse’s neck.”

In order to carroborate or disprove the different statements
relative to his baviog been wuunded in the shoulder, a close
examination ef each took place. k -

The clavicle of the right shoulder was firmly united to the
scapula, nor did there appear any eontusion or indentation that
evinced symptoms of any wound ever having been inflicted. The
left shoulder, on the contrary, was smaller and sunken in, as if
the clavicle bad been displaced. To remove all daubts, it was
adjudged necessary to remove the arms, which were amputated
with a penknife.

The socket of the left arm was perfectly white acd bealthy,
and the clavicle firmly united to the scapula, nor was there the
least appearance of contusion or wonnd.,

The socket of the right sboulder, on the contrary, was of a
brownish cast, and the clavicle beiog found quite losse and dis-
united frem the scapula, proved that dislocation had taken place,
The bones, bowever, were -‘ir.‘h perfect. Such dislocatien,
therefore, must have arisen either freou the force of & ball, or
from Colonel Hampden baving fallen from his herse, when he
lust the power of holding the reigns by reason of hf;hnd bav-
e S, 5 11 oamii ba Bl Wruhle o7 e adll 4 4o
‘was Case, as it w efora pass

b the without srme fracture, :
" In erder to sxamine the and bair, the body was raised
‘up and supported z‘h-a sbovel ; on removing the cloths whick
::hll‘li.ﬂrllfh back of the head, we found the hair ica
‘cemplete stute of ation, It was'a dark auburn calour,
‘and, according to the custom of the times mu:}lm—fmm
five to six i It was drawa up and -ﬁtd at top of
the head with black thread or silk. _Tllillld_‘ had the appear-
ance of having been cut off. Ou taking hold of the topknot, it
soon gave way,and came off like awig, - :

Here a siogular seene presented itself. The worm of corrup-

fon was busily employed, the skull in some places being per-
fectly bare, whilst in others the skia remained nearly an[un.-
upsn which we discovered a number of magegots and smal mi
‘worms on the feed with great mctivity. This was the only

spot where any symptom of life was apparent, as4f the brain |

contained a vital principle within it, which eogendered its own
destruction ; otherwise, how can we account, after & lapse of
near two centuries, in finding living creatures preying upon
the seat of intellect, when they were nowhere else to be found,
in no otker part of the body. He was five feet nine inches in
height, apparently of great muscular strength, of a vigoroums
and robust frame; forehead broad and bigh; the skull alto-
gether well formed, such an one as the imagination would con-
ceive capable of great exploits. .

Here | close the narrative—one of singular interest to those

who were eye-wilnesses of the examioa:ion, which presented
a scene 80 novel, so ghastly, but at the same time so fuil of |

moment, that it will ever prove a memorable event in the
short era of eur fives. We recalled to mind the virtuous
secions of the deceased ; his manly defenge against the tyranny
of the Star Chamber ; his abandooment of every social and
domestic lie for the glorious cavse of freedom ; and whilst we
gazed upon bLis remains, remembered, that that voice which
was once raised on bebalf of his country, bad cootributed in
na small measure to pave the way for the blessiogs of liberty,
which, but for Lis warning, might to this day have been with-
held frem an eolightened people. j '

As ene of the regorts of the day, we may mention, that
it is aaid Lerd Nogent will cccupy his leisure doring tbe
ﬁnl‘hmtntﬂr recers, by dra ¥iog up an acconot of the famous

ampden from authentic papers never before published.

The battle of Chalgrave-field was fought on the 18th of
June, 1643. Mr. Hampden died on the 24th,and was buried on
the 25th, as stated In the parish register. Sir W, Dugdale men-
tions several instinces where persons of rank were interred the
day after their decease, . .

Notwithstanding the circomstantial natore of the above rela-
-tion, which evidently came from a person t at the ex-
humatien, some doubt is extertained whether the remains ex-
amined were those of the great John Hampden, or of some
member of bis family.]
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