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have avoided minute details, as my immediate object in bringing these cases before
the Congress is that I may obtain an expression of opinion as to whether these
cases are identical with those to which the late Professor Hebra more particularly
applied the term Prurigo.

I had been long familiar with the disease before I had begun to associate it in
my own mind with Prof. Hebra's prurigo; and I am indebted to Dr. Buchanan
Baxter, with whom 1 saw one of the cases in consultation at the Evelina Hospital,
for the information that such cases had been called prarigo by dermatologists from
the Continent who had seen them in England. T have since discovered that others
had come to a similar conclusion ; and I may refer especially to Dr. Liveing, who,
in the last edition of his work on the diseases of the skin, calls attention to the
existence of cases of Hebra's prurigo in England, and to the causes which have led
to its being frequently overlooked.

Dr. Liveing remarks :—* The malady has hardly received the attention and
recognition that it merits from English observers. Some modern writers deny
altogether its existence in England. There can be little doubt that by many the
disease is not recognized from Hebra's description, and indeed this is scarcely to
be wondered at. . . . . There are several reasons why we often fail to find what
I may call the typical eruption of prurigo. (1) The papules he describes (they
have not at all the appearance of vesicles) exist as such only for a very short time,
and they are quickly injured by the scratching of the patient; this fact, together
with the constant presence of excoriations, eczema, and other changes in the skin,
makes it difficult to find them; (2) The large papules, though pale, are not
always of the same colour as the surrounding skin, but often of a distinetly redder
tiut; (3) Hebra has, for the purpose of diagnosis, laid too much stress on the
clementary form of the eruption, and not enough, by comparison, on the history of
the disease, which is, after all, a more important diagnostic feature.”#*

At the same time, I may quote the following remarks as a justification for my
endeavour to elicit opinions on this subject :—Mr. Hutchinson, whose opinion on
any matter connected with diseases of the skin is entitled, as all will ackuowledge,
to the profoundest attention, has devoted a chapter, in his “ Lectures on Clinical
Surgery,” to the question, * Is Hebra's prurigo met with in English practice " and,
as all here are aware, he replies in the negative.

Dr, Duhring, in the last edition of his work on * Diseases of the Skin,”'t re-
marks :—* Prurigo, as deseribed by German writers, is an affection so rare in
England and the United States as scarcely to exist in those countries.”

Dr. Tilbury Fox, in the third edition of his work on * Diseases of the Skin"
(1873), says :—* I have been on the look out for a case of the most marked form of
disease, such as Hebra describes, for years past, and have only met with one
case in England.”

The question therefore arises, * Is the disease here referred to, and of which I
exhibited cases on Saturday last to the members of the Congress, the prurigo of
Professor Hebra?” If it be so, then we must give up the very generally accepted
belief that prurigo is rare in this country; although, to judge from Professor
Hebra's deseription of typical cases, the disease would appear to exist amongst us
in a far milder form, in most cases, than on the Continent. If, on the other

* ¢ A Handbook on Diseases of the Skin By Robert Liveing, M.D. 1880. P. 141.
+ ¢ Diseages of the Skin." By Louiz A. Dubring, M.D. 1881, 1" 247, note.






6
Dr. Liveine, London, said he had met with cases lasting to thirty years of age.
Dr. Cavary, London, had now one case under his care aged over thirty years,

Dr. Warrer Sarn, Dublin, hud seen prurigo in a gentleman who is now over
twenty-five. Hehad seen cases of prurigo unaccompanied by eczema.

The PrEsinENT observed that his diagnosis of the cases which had been brought
under the notice of the section by his colleague, Mr. Morrant Baker, was one of
chronic eczema—an infantile eczema, which had continned to infest the skin from
a very early period of life. Eczema, like other diseases, presented several factors,
amongst which two of the most prominent were pruritus and exudation, and these
two factors in some sort counterbalanced each other. Now, in the cases before us
exudation had ceased, although infiltration was present, and precisely that state of
the tissnes remained in which pruritus was in excess. "This state of the skin would
warrant such an appellation as pruriginons eczema, but not that of eczematouns
prurigo. Prurigo was essentially a neurotic affection, perfectly distinet in its
pathological nature from eczema; and it should be the effort of dermatologists to
keep them as separate as possible,

Dr. Saxester, London, would like to allude to the condition of xeroderma noticed
by Mr. Baker. He had heard it said that ichthyotic patients were liable to frequent
attacks of eczema, and had verified this statement, not in ichthyosis, but in xero-
dermia, which is its mildest form. He now had a patient under his care whose
skin was markedly xerodermic; she is now suffering from eczema, and has not been
free from it for some years. Her skin is now thickened and pigmented, especially
on the arms. She has a sister who is also affected with xeroderma,

Dr. L. Duscay Buikiey, New York, thonght that a certain confusion had been
made between prurigo and pruritus. He would be sorry to have the prurigo of Hebra
deprived of its characteristic features as described by Hebra himself, for he believed
that the cases seen under this name in Vienna represented a peculiar and well-
marked disease, quite different from those met with in other countries. The affection
was certainly very rare in the United States, not more than two or three well-anthen-
ticated eases having been reported, although the diseasze was known to American
dermatologists, who had learned to recognize it in Vienna, The speaker had not seen
many cases elsewhere which he wounld be willing to call prurigo; many of those
thus called he would denominate papular eezema, while others were but pruritus or
pruritus hiemalis. He was familiar with the affection spoken of as lichen urti-
catus, or, more properly, urticaria papulosa, and thought that these cases should be
very carefully differentiated from prurigo.

Dr. Uswa, Hamburg, said that the deseription of prurige vera given by Mr.
Morrant Baker and Dr. Liveing completely agreed with the disease as seen by him
i Hamburg.

Prof. Oscar Sivow, Breslan, did not agree with Dr. Bulkley that true prurigo is
only to be seen in Vienna ; it is very common in Breslan and Berlin. The features
of the disease are those pointed out by Hebra, who, however, described not only









