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ARACHNIDA FROMSEHE" SOLOMON ISLANDS.
BJ,' W. J. Ramxsow, F.L.5., F.E.5,, }'.ummuln:rml‘
(Figs. 1-6.)

The present paper contains notes of previously recorded
forms and deseriptions of a new genus and new species from
the Solomon Islands,

To the Musenm Collection there has been acenmulating for
some time material collected by missionaries stationed in the
Solomon Island group, as well as by occasional visitors,
Recently Mr. W. W. Frogeatt paid a flying visit to this
interesting archipelago, and while there collected such
Arachnida as came his way, and these specimens he has been
good enough to present to the Trostees. Specimens colleeted
h\ Mr, 11mggﬂt.’r had been carefully handled, but much of the
old collection in our stores had been more or less roughly
treated, “'spemeﬁ such as \.w‘ufu.l'rf ucnlata, Walek., Avgiope
Il,’l!'i'””l'lrlﬂr-l' Il::(,. fasteraeantha .‘L.I'llffn'l'fl"',r, PU{: and (), m#h!”.rrr.r
Poe., are evident] y very abundant on the islands.

It is rvemarkable how little i1s known of the Arachnid
fauna of the Solomons. In 1898, Pocock puoblished a list of
the * Scorpions, Pedipalpi, and Spiders of the Solomon
[slands " ! in which he recorded two Scorpions, one Pedipalp,
and twenty-eight species of Araneidse. Some of the species
recorded by Pocock are not included in our collection, but most
of them are, and to these 1 now add twenty-three additional
forms. Since Pocock’s paper, just quoted (supee) the same anthor
published another:—* Scorpions, Pedipalpi, and Spiders
collected by Dr. Willey in New Britain, the Solomon Islands,
Loyalty Islands, ete.” 2 and in this he includes two Scorpions
recorded in  his  previeus contribution, and one other
(Avchisometeus  perfidus, KE:I.'E.;I-, one Pedipalp (then new to
science) and one Spider which was also new. Thus we now
know of fifty-six Arachnids from the Solomons.  Dounbtless
when the fauna of these islands shall have been more
thoronghly collected the number of species recorded will be
much greater, Those species marked with an asterisk arve
now recorded for the first time.

1 Pocock—Ann. Mag. Nat Hist., (7), 1, 1895, p. 457, pl. xix.
! Pocock—Willey's Zool. Results, 1898, p. 95,






ARACHNIDA FROM THE SOLOMON ISLANDS—RAIXBOW, 3

Fig. 1. Lrobunagm auriam, Rainh,

Cephalothmvar.—Dark brown; granulate, margin reflexed
and grooved. Ocular eminence shining-black, somewhat broad-
est at apex, grooved down the middle, height about equal to
width at its widest part.

Miaillic—Pale translucent yvellow, tips of claws black.

Legs.—Long, threadlike, tapering. Cowwe dark brown ;
lateral angles closely and finely denticulated ; rewora vellowish-
brown, thence to tarsi pale yellow.

Palpi.—Long, pale yellow,

Sternwin.~—Mueh the broadest at posterior extremity where
it 18 dark brown ; anterior extremity yellowish-brown,

Abdoneen.— Arched, broad, smooth, golden-yellow, surmoun-
ted at abont one-third its length from anterior extremity by a
large tapering evect spine ; ventral snrface dark brown, trans-
versely wrinkled.

% Body 5 mm, long, 3:3 mm, broad ; palpd 5mm. long ; Leg 1,
43 mm. long ; 11., 84 mm. ; 111, 41 mm. ; IV, 55 mm.

(Whs—Both sexes closely resemble each other both in general
appearance and colour ; the posterior extremity of the abdomen
is, however, darker in the ¥ ,and there are also present shallow,
broad, interrnpted transverse grooves, both before and in front of
dorsal spine. The measurements recorded of legs and palpi
are more or less approximate, as they vary in length in different
individnals,

Hal,—Solomon Islands (Froggatt),



-4' ARACHXNIDA FROM THE SOLOMON ISLANDS—RAINBOW,
Nub-Order ARANEID A,
Fowdly AVICULARIDA,
Sub-femily DIPLURIN AE.

froup ATRACEZL.

The species hereunder described, and for the reception of
which 1 propose a new genus, apparently belongs to Hl]"’f_{"ﬁ
agronp, the Artracer, and which he defines as follows 3 :

“ Inferior mammilla close together, about 1 diameter apart.
Tarsi of all legs thickly bristled and bespined. Two rows
(besides an intermediate at lower end) of teeth on falx-
sheath. Sternal sigille large and removed from margin,
Superior mammille short, hardly exceeding two-fifths the
length of the cephalothorax.™

The group Atraces, up to the present, has consisted of only
two genera, each of which are Australian, Hogg in his paper
just guoted gives the .ﬁplnnElet formule of these two genera as
follows * . —

“ Last joint of superior spinnerets longer than second, eylin-
drical andsmooth ... .. ... .. ... .0 Abtree, Cambr,

* Last joint of snperior spinnerets short and conieal

Hodivonigehe, ], hm'h 1

To this synopsis 1 now add —

Last joint of superior spinnerets equally as long as fivst.. . .
n"'!iu"y‘lafrflap;h', Mihi,

* Hopg.—Proc. Roy. Soc. 1901, p. 250,
¥ Hogg.—Loc. cit., p. 272,
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(fenn= Styphlopis,® gen. wor.

(Fig. 2.)

Ceplealathorar, — Mueh longer than broad, pars cephalica
elevated, truncated in front, lateral constrictions and depressions
profound ; pears thoracica gently arched, radial groves broad,
thoracie fovea deep and pro-curved.

F'alees.—Large, massive, porrected, the margins of the
furrow of each falx armed with a series of closely set small
teeth ; grove between Furrows granunlated.

Eyes.—Eight, poised upon a slightly elevated protuberance
which is considerably broader than long ; ﬂuﬁ_‘, are arranged
in two. rows of four each, of which the anterior is only very
slightly reenrved ; the front rvow, owing to the median eyes
being smaller than the laterals, when viewed from the side,
appear to be both pro- and ve-eurved ; laterals of both series

poised obliguely.

Legs.—Moderately long, strong,
bespined, hairy and bristly ; farsi
strongly bespined, not fswpulated
elaws, 3; superior pair armed at
their base with a series of strong
teeth. Relative lengths: 4, 1, 2, 3.

1 =} : ;
{F];{. ...-}. Fig. 2, Stepllapss, gen, nov.,
Superior claw.

Marilloe—Long, eylindrical, broadest at apex, where they
are each terminated by an obtusely pointed projection on the
inner angle,

Leiwin.—Short, broad, free, rounded at apex.

Sterwiie —Shield-shaped, apex indented, posterior extremity
acuminate ; sagille large, removed from border, which latter
is grooved all the way round.

Aldomen.—Ovate,

,‘-.'l;.«;,.«m-;-te.‘_-a,—lﬂ mr, short, ultme]}; gl'uupﬂd together, superior
pair three-jointed ; medium  segment shortest ; terminal
segment equally as long as first, conical,

b preghNoemes, of stern appecarance.
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STYPHLOPIS INSULARIS,® sp. nov.
(Fig. 3, 4.)

9@ Cephalothorax 12 mm. long, 9.1 mm. broad; abdomen
17.5 mm. long, 12.3 mm. broad.

f.'d‘lpJ:rhlrr:.l'frrn'ﬂ.i'.—Hhi'ﬂing, reddish-brown, smooth, furnished
with a few fine hairs.  FPuars ceplialica arched, ascending from
base, sides rounded, normal grooves and lateral depressions
strongly marked ; colypens deep broad, pale colonred. Fars
thoracica broad, gently arched, radial grooves broad and distinet;
thoraeie foven pro-curved, deep; warginal bawd broad, pale
coloured, grooved.

Eyes.—As in figure ; front median pair once their individoal
diameter apart, ringed with
black : Iﬂ.tErﬁ-l eyes bl'gu“y ImAar- C?D DQJ'
gined with black on their inner Q & 0 0{_,.
angles, and poised obliquely ;
eyes of rear row sensibly smaller
than those in front (fig. 3). Fig. 3. Styphlopis insnlars, Rainb..

Eyes.

Legs.—Strong, clothed with long hairs and course bristles ;
those of the first pair slightly stouter than their neighbours ;
concolorous with cephalothorax; each tibia armed with one
median spine on the underside; two lateral spines on the
suterside of which one is near to the base and the other near
to the apex, and two lateral ones on the inner side relatively
placed ; in addition to these there are three others of uneqnal
length at the lower extremity of the segment ; mefatarsi each
armed on underside with 16 long strong spines, and the farsi
each with 10. Measurements in millimeters :—

Leg | Coxa | Trochanter Femur P"l-:-':r.lli".ll o Mtt:'ll-!'::,::;:” . Total
1 | a o 4.2 8 6.7 279
2 | 48 6.5 4.2 1.6 6.5 6.6
3 4 6 4 4 6.1 24.1
4 4 B 4.2 5.4 5.8 30,4
Pulpi.—Concolorous  with legs, moderately long, strong,

clothed with long coarse hairs and bristles, and armed with
strong spines ; ﬂ]:mui extremity terminated with a claw.
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Fualres, — Long, stout, porrected, rather darker than
cephalothorax, densely hairvy ; fuugs long and powerful, shining,
nearly black.

Milliw—Reddigh-brown, inner angles r]l_’;ﬂsel:,' fringed with
long, fine, reddish hairs, granunlated.

Lothiwin.—Somewhat darker than maxille ; eclothed with
long, reddish hairs ; apieal half closely granulated,

Steriwun. — Shield-shaped, reddish-brown, gently arched,
clothed with fine hairs.

*Abdomen. — Ovate, strongly arched,
overhanging base of cephalothorax, finely
pilose, yellowish-brown, mottled with
small, pale yellowish spots ; a broad dark
band runs down the middle on the
upper side from base to spinnerets; in-
ferior side yellowish-brown, hairy (fiz. 4).

Fig. 4, Sty phdopis insplares,
Rainb.. Tip of ahdomen
and spinnerets.

Spinnerets—Bunched together ; inferior aaninille very
small, hairy ; superior mammille hairy ; basal joint stout ;
terminal joint tapering, conical, obtusely pointed.

Hab.—Solomon Islands (Frogeatt).

Fuwily PESECHRIDA.
(Fenus Fecema, K. Sine.
Frcexia osronca, * sp. uor.
(Fig. 5.)
¢ Cephalothorax 43 mm. long, 32 mm. broad ; abdomen
97 mm. long, 53 mm, broad.

Cephalothorar.—QOvate, yellowish-red, pilose.  Purs ceplialica
strongly defined, arched. Purs thoracica arched ; segmental
groove strongly defined ; radial grooves distinet, but Jess
strongly defined than the preceding ; median depression deep ;
mﬂr'd_lfr'u-.I'F baieed narrow,
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I yes.—Kight ;  disposition, arrangement, and relative size
normal.

Legs.—UConeolorus with cephalothorax. In the two specimens
before me these limbs are imperfeet ; some have been completely
broken off, whilst the others, with the exception of one, have
lost their tarsi.  There is sufficient, however, to show that they
are, when in perfect condition, long.

Palpi.—Long, vellowish, pubescent.

Fulees —Long, yellowish above, picens beneath, thickly
clothed with long hairs or bristles and strongly arched in front,
not divergent, robust ; the superior margin of the furrow of
each falx armed with three teeth, which are contignous, and of
which the median one is the strongest ; the inferior margin is
armed with four teeth, which are strong and nearly equal in
size ; fangs strong, piceus at base, wine-red at tips.

Mol wieed Il —Normal, elothed with long hairs ; the
former dark brown, the latter dark brown at base, yellowish at
Apex.

Sterwin.—Y ellowish, ]m;ir}', :-;hielrl-sllapml, ]iust&l'iul' extrem-
ity acuminate,

_'l-I',irirrl.l:.e:r..—].aﬂ!!g, oval, arched,
vellowish, pubescent, slightly over- il "“'L:,J T
hanging base of cephalothorax ; &
cribellum, normal ;  epigyne raised
s0 as to form a sleight tonbercnlar
eminence, large, prominent, red-
dish-brown (fig. 5).

Fig. 8, Fecenia obfonga, Rainh..
Epigyne.
Hab.—I1sland of Howla.

Fiwily THERIDITID A,
fFenus Ar -ﬂ.rmle- E. St
ARGYRODES WALKERI, ® Rainb.

Argyrodes walleri, Rainb, l"nu' Linn. Soc. N. 8, Wales, xxvi.,
1901, p. 524, pl. uvn , figs. 2, 20, 3, 3a.

Hh.—Russell Island (Frogeatt). P reviously recorded from
Torres Island, between New Hebrides and Santa Cruz Groups.
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Fuwily ARGIOPID A,
(fenus Tetragnatha, Latr,
TETRAGNATHA MANDIBULATA* Walel. ?

f‘i‘h'ngﬂrrrﬂni .i'l'“”l‘l‘l”lll‘”fl'lf“" il'!rﬂ,lll'_‘:k.., Hist. nat. des. ]l'IH., .'E.Pt 11,
1837, p. 211 ; Koch, Die Arach. Austr,, i, 1871, p. 194,
pl. xvii., figs. 2, 2a, 24, 3, 3a, 35,
I have not much doubt, but that the specimen before me,
badly damaged as it is, is any other than the species indicated
above,

Hul.—Island of Howla. Previously recorded from New
Granada, Viti, Upplun and Tonga.
(renus Liencauge, W hite.
LEUCAUGE CELEEEsSIANA, * Walck.
ff‘rh‘r!rpmﬂuf velehesione, Walek,, Hist. nat. des Ins., ;‘Lpt., 1.,
1837, p. 222.
Meta decorata, Blackw., Aunn, Mag. Nat. Hist., 1564, p- 445
Koch, Die Arach. Austr,, 1., 1871, p. 141, pl. xi,, fig 5.

Argyroepeira celebesiana, Thor,, Studi. Rag. Mal,, iv., 1890, p.
194.

Hab.—Russell Island (Froggatt). Widely distributed over
Malaisia, New (Guinea, Aunstralia and 8. Sea Islands.
LEUCAUGE GRATA, (fuér.
Epeiva grata. Gueér, Voy. de la Coq., Zool,, ii,, 2, p. 56.

Epeiva coccinea, Dol,, Nat, Tijd. Nederl. Ind., xiii., 1826, (supp.
3, vol. 1i1), p. 421, 1857.

Arqyroepeiva yrata, Poc,, Ann, Mag., Nat. Hist., 1. (6), 1898,
p. 464,

Hab.—Russell Island (Froggatt), Ugi and Howla. Widely
distributed over the Austro-Malaisian area.

(fenus Nephila, Leach.
NEprHILA MacULATA, Fab,
Epeiva wculafa, Fab,, Ent, Syst., ii.,, 1793, p. 425.

Hab—Russell Island (Frogegatt), also Ugi and Gandaleanar.
Numerons specimens of this typical species occur in all
collections from the S, Sea Islands,
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(fenns Argiope, Awd., in Ser.
ARGIOPE PICTA, Li. K.

Avgyope picta, L. K., Die Arvach. Austr., i, 1871, p. 33, pl.

iii., fig. 3.
_'Ii':‘lflrlflr!ﬂ" F.I'J'-Hr'l-‘plu'hr:d. IJ, |{_,| .th"_ f':.f_1_ []., Eﬂ?* I}I, xviii., Hfﬂ".. l:r..?‘.

Hub.—Russell Island (Froggatt) ; also the islands of Howla
and Ugi ; other localities are New Guinea, Queensland, N.S.
Wales, and Fiji.
Arciore LEorarpINA, Poe.

Arqgyope leapardine, Poe., Ann, Mag. Nat. Hist,, 1. (7), 158985,

p. 461, pl. xix., figs. 2, 2a.

Hul.—Russell (Froggatt) and Howla Islands.  Pocock gives
the locality for the type * Probably Shortland Island.”

ARGYOPE ETHEREA,®* Walclh.

Epeira wtherea, Walek., Hist. Nat. des Ins., Apt,, ii., 1837, p.
112,

Avrgyape wtherea, Keys., Verhandl. der k. k. Zool. bot. Ges. in
Wien, 1865, p. 803, pl. xix,, figs. 1 and 2.

Hali.—Russell (Froggatt) and Howla Islands ; also recorded
from New Guinea, Queensland and N. 8. Wales.

(fenus Cyrtophora, E. Sin.

CYrTOPHORA CYLIXDROIDES, Walck.

ipeira eylinidiordes, Walck.,, Hist. Nat. Ins., Apt., ii.,, 1837,
p. 136.

Ejir.';r'rr r'.r'r'r'nfr'jir*:-', ]}::l., Act. Soc. Sel. ]]:'I'd.l.'J-—l"ql.:'BI']II.-I](_'I..r 1559, P-
29, pl. i, bBg. 7.

I:.-'Ii.lrf;r'a! uJ'jJ;i—”ur!, IJ., K,,, ”'l-E .:\.I‘ﬂ[',h. Allﬁilt"., i..,, 15?1, p 9'[:", p]
vil.,, figs. 6, G,

Cyrtophora  cylindroides, Poc., Ann. Mﬂ-g" Nat. Hist., 1. 0
1898, p. 462,

Huah.—IlIsland of Ugi; Pocock’s specimens came * probably
fl_'um Shortland Island,” and others from New Georgia. This
species is also recorded from Cochin China, Amboina, Yule
Island, Queensland, &e.
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(Yenns Araneuns, (Clerch.
ArANEUs THEIS® IWelcl.

Epeira theis, Walck., Hist. Nat., Ins, Apt, ii, 1837, p. 53,
pl. xviil., hg. 4.

‘Epeiva wangareve, Walek., Hist. Nat. Ins., Apt, iv., 1847, p.
469,

E‘Eu:;rri Bt fi e O, L. K..,, Die Arvach. .:'Lllﬁtll'., i., ].ST]-, P- 85,
pl. vii,, figs. 4, 4a, 5, du.

Halb.—Russell Island (Froggatt). Common throughont
Polynesia ; oceurs also in Queensland.

ARANEUS LUGUBRIS, * Walck.
Bpeira tugulris, Walek,, Hist, Nat, des Ins,, ii., 1837, p. 34.

}_*..pe:-n'n Huli!!!fri'fri.r.', L. K.} Die Arach. Aﬂﬁtl'., i., 18?1, P- 'ﬁ'ﬁ_,
pl. v., figs. 8, 8a,; Yu.

Hul.—Russell Island (Froggatt). Other localities are Isle
of France, and North Queensland.

ARAXEUS AcUMINATUS,® L. K. ?

_ (Fig. 6.)
Epeira acuminata, L. K., Die Arach. Auostr,, 1., 1871, p. 109,
pl. ix., figs. 2, 2a, 2b.

The form deseribed and figured by Koch was a male; the
specimen before me is a female, but the latter agrees so closely
with the description and fipure of the former, that in the
absence of specimens of both sexes, 1 hesitate to deseribe it as
sp. nov.  The female of acwminatus has not yet been recorded,
and notwithstanding the fact that Koch's locality was Port
Mmka:“ North Queensland, and the locality from whence the
ﬁ.[]E(:H'I'IEIl under discussion was obtained was the Island of
Howla, it is not at all unreasonable to assume that the two
forms are conspecific, especially when we bear in mind that the
fauna of the Solomon Island Archipelago, to gquote Pocock,
“ glosely resembles, so far as genera, and also so far as speuie:-;
are concerned, that of Papua and the neighbouring islands of
the Austro-Malayan seas.®

i Pocock—Ann, Mag. Nat. Hist., (7), 1, 1898, p. 458.
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In order to assist students 1 give,
herewith, a deseription and figure of
the epigyie :—

Epiqine.—A short broad, tongne-like
process, proceeding from a small tuber-
cular eminence ; the edges of the
process slighly reflexed, and the ter-
minal extremity strongly so (fig. 6).

Halh.—? Island of Howla; Port
Mackay, N. Queensland.

Fig. 6, Avanens acnminatns,
L. K. ¥ Epigyne,

Gewns Gasteracantha (sensn sfricio), Sund,
(FASTERACANTHA SCINTILLANS, Butl.

Gasteracantha  sciptillons, Butl., Trans. Ent. Sce., 1873, p-
156, pl. iv., fig. 9.

Hal.—Russell (Froggatt) and Howla Islands.
(GGASTERACANTHA SCINTILLANS, var. coNcoLor,® Rainb., var. noe.

This form I cannot regard as other than a colour variety of
Butler's (7. seiutifluns. 1t agrees with the latter in size,
distribution and length of abdominal spines, and in the form of
the epigyre. 1t will be readily distinguished from the typieal
form by the absence of the central brick-red area (abdominal)
and by its nniformly brilliant green colour.

Hab.—Gaundaleanar (Froggatt).

(FASTERACANTHA METALLICA, Poc.
Giastoracatlio ;m‘.fﬂ”rlr'rr, l:{'ln[.‘-.., J'!.III'I., liﬂg. Nﬂ-t, ]'].]-.Ml',r 'i, {?},
1898, p. 465, pl. xix., fig. 5.
Hab.—Bouganville and Howla Islands.
GasTERACANTHA siGNIFER, Poe.
(esterincot o ;ur'_ll.l.lu'_,r-d'f'., FH[‘., Ann, Iﬂ;l-il_:' Nat, lll:-tt, 1, {F}, thH,
p. 465, pl. xix,, tig. 6.

Halb.—Russell (Froggatt), Ugi and Howla lslands,
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Fuouily AGELENTD A.
ffenus Desis, Walek.
Desis vorax,® L. K.

Desiz voraw, L. K., Die Arach. Austr, i., 1871, p. 345, pl
xxix., figs. 1, 1a, 1b, 1e, 1d, 1e, 1f.

Hub.—Russell Island (Froggatt) ; previously recorded from

Upolu.

Faueily OXYOPIDAE,
(fenns Oxyopes, Lalr.
Oxyores maciLevtos,® L, K,

() eyapes anacilentus, L, K., Die Arach, Austr., ii,, 1878, p. 1000,

pl. Ixxxvii., ligs, 4, 4o, 5, da, 3,

Hal.—Russell Island (Froggatt) ; previously known from
Cape York, N. Queensland, and New Guinea.

Family SALTICIDA,
(fenwns Linus, 7. and F. Peclh.
Laxus anricees, Poc,

Liwus altiveps, Poe., Willey's Zool. Results, 1898, p. 117, pl
xi., fig. 14,

Hal, — Russell Island (Froggatt) and Rubiana, New

Georgia,

(fenns Cosmophasis, K. Sim.
Cosmornasis micarionnes,® L. K.

.‘|ml:|rr'rix wideirfoides, L. K., Die Arach,, ii, 1350, P- 1175, ]ll.
cil., figs. 3, 3a, 36, 3,

Hal.—Russell Island (Froggatt); previously known from
Cape York and British New Guinea,















