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appearance of the two fractures, we determined it would be
advisable—if his condition improved within a few hours—to

FiG. 3.—Left leg. Appearance of femur when dressing was removed
December 17, 1912.

reduce the fiactures uncer an anesthetic. It will be observed that
the left fracture is somrewhat more comminuted than the right.
Dr. E. A, Vander Veer arranged to plate the right fercur, while
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was not thought wise to take him to the x-ray room for other
skiagraphs, but to remove him to his bed as quickly as possible.
His case was one of some anxiety for the following twenty-four

F16. 5.—Appearance of right femur, April 10, 1914.

hours, when he reacted nicely and made an excellent recovery.
The wound made by the plating operation healed kindly and
without any complication whatever. The plaster bandage be-
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to right leg renewed. The patient was out of bed at the end of
nine weeks, in a Morris chair, and encouraged to flex the knees

and to begin the use of crutches, but this he found a very slow,

painful process. There seemed to be a serious lack of confidence
on his part in using the crutches; the fear of falling and not

being able to bear much weight was very marked. February
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25, 1913, plaster bandage removed from left leg, and there was
evidence of good, firm union. Simple dressing applied, with
bandage from the toes up, and the patient then began the use

FiG. 8.—Side view of right femur.

of crutches with more earnestness. In time he found that one
limb would support him quite as well as the other, using the
‘crutches for two or three weeks, then two, and finally one. cane.
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The latter was given up in October, 1913, a vear after the time
of the accident. Since then he has walked very comfortably,

with full confidence, and scarc L'|.:-.' a ]u'i'c‘v]ilihh' Ii'lln]i. f_{h'illf_{ full

attention to his occupation as Chief of Inspections In the New

York State Department of Education. _
April 10, 1914 the x-ray pictures present fully the condition
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regarding the appearance of the right leg (see Fig. 5) and (kg
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1G. 5. —Right femur, April 1o, 1014, fiv
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