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as a rule, nothing is to be seen macroscopically.!
Cases of a defined thymus being retained through-
out life are recorded, a fact of no little importance.
The thymus gland is at its maximum when mus-
cular action and co-ordination are developing ;
these being well established, 1t commences to dis-
appear. In the recorded instances of its persistem:f:
throughout life its presence has presumably been a
necessity, and harmless. Although it commences
to disappear at the age of five or six, the question
arises, Should it newsmnt}f nimappear then?. Is
its absence beneficial in all or some? Are condi-
tions superimposed causing its too early disappear-
ance 1n some to w imn’n ])erllap:. th}:mc secretion
may be a necessity? On this question the doctrine
of co-relation throws some interesting light:

(1) Apart from any question of hibernation, it is
present throughout life in two members each, of
two distinct orders,? which may be termed A and
B, as a well-defined macroscopic gland presenting
histologically all the features of thymic tissue.

(2) In three of these, the two of order A, viz.,
Ornithorhynchus Paradoxus and Echidna, and one
of order B., viz., Dasvurus Ursinus, distinct para-
thvroid glands are present. In this variety of order
13, which I regard as the most important of all,
extensive parathyroid development is present.

(3) Of the other member of order B two distinct
varieties are known, one of which I regard as the
selected variety, viz., Macropus Ualabatus, and the
other as the non-selected, Macropus Giganteus.
The non-selected, or comparatively unstable type,
has a distinct thymus, and the selected variety
shows a gland behind the left precaval vein and

agal nerve in front of the left subclavian artery,

1. At birth it weighs Jloz. or more and is somewhat
heavier at the end of the second year. At 21 it may be a
remnant weighing only 40 grains, and after 25 it is ex-
tremely difficult to discover any of its structure in tha
mediastinal tissues.

In deseribing the dissection of the mediastina in the
adult, Parsons and Wright (London, 1912) state: “Some
dark-coloured fibro-fatty tissue will now be exposed which
represents the remains of the thymus gland.”

2. 1 allude to the orders Monotremata and Marsupialia.










