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As a medical term, the name “ King’s Eﬁig*%i&lrﬁﬂ?
disappeared from our nomenclature. Its synonym, Scrofula,
has also gone, or is fast going. Probably in most cases the
lesions described as Serofula were tuberculous in character,
though many other pathological conditions were doubtless
included. The terms Scrofula and King’s Evil will, how-
ever, always have an historical interest as being associated
with one of the most extraordinary examples of human
eredulity on record. From the eleventh to the eighteenth
century it was believed that the sovereign could, by his
mere touch, cure the various lesions comprehended under
the above names.

The origin of this curious superstition is commonly
attributed to Edward the Confessor, and its practice con-
tinued, with few intermissions, until the close of the reign
of Queen Anne. The first definite record of ¢ cure’ by the
royal touch is to be found in William of Malmesbury’s
“History of the Kings of England.” He relates that
Edward had several times cured the disease in Normandy,
but only once in England. As the passage in which he
relates the latter cure is frequently alluded to by later
writers, and is moreover of considerable historical interest,
we give it in full. After describing the general character
of the King, he proceeds as follows : “ But now to speak of
his miracles. A young woman had married a husband of
her own age, but having no issue by the union, the humours
collecting abundantly about her neck, she had contracted a
sore disorder, the glands swelling in a dreadful mauner.
Admonished in a dream to have the part affected washed by
the King, she entered the palace, and the King himself ful-
filled this labour of love by rubbing the woman’s neck with
his fingers dipped in water. Joyous health followed his
healing hand: the lurid skin opened so that worms flowed
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out with the purulent matter, and the tumour subsided.
But as the orifice of the ulcers was large and unsightly, he
commanded her to be supported at the royal expense till
she should be perfectly cured. However, before a week was
expired a fair new skin returned, and hid the scars so com-
pletely that nothing of the original wound could be dis-
covered : and within a year, becoming the mother of twins,
she increased the admiration of Edward’s holiness. Those
who knew him more intimately affirm that he often cured
this complaint in Normandy: whence appears how false is
their notion, who in our times assert that the cure of this
disease does not procead from personal sanctity but from
hereditary virtue in the royal line.” The author then pro-
ceeds to cite two cures of blindness wrought by the same
royal saint. From the above passage, which was written in
the reign of Henry I., it is clear that the practice must
have been continued by the Norman kings. It is equally
clear that William of Malmesbury regarded the reputed
cures as due to the saint and not to the king. TUnder
Henry II. we have the evidence of Peter of Blois, one of the
king’s chaplains, that that monarch also effected cures by
touch. John of Gaddesden, court physician to Edward II.,
after describing various methods of treatment, recommends
that if the case proved intractable recourse should be had
to the royal touch. John of Gaddesden is known as the
author of a celebrated treatise on medicine, entitled the
“ Rosa Anglica,” and advocated the treatment of small-pox
by exposure to red light : * Let scarlet red be taken and let
him that is suffering small-pox be entirely wrapped in it, or
in some other red cloth; T did thus when the son of the
illustrious King of England suffered from small-pox ; I took
care that all about his bed should be red, and that case
succeeded very well.,” With the first monareh of the Lan-
castrian line the question of this “royal gift of healing
acquired political importance, as a test of the validity of
Henry’s pretensions to the throne. Sir John Fortescue, in
upholding these claims, attributes it to the unction of the
king’s hands at the coronation, and points out that as queens
were not so anointed they could not * touch successfully,
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As regards foreign sovereigns, English authors only
allowed the power to those who could claim kinship with
the royal house of England. French writers took a different
view, and claimed that their monarchs had performed the
rite from the reign of Clovis 1., and indeed produced his-
torical evidence of its having been performed by Philip I.,
who was a contemporary of our Edward the Confessor.

The aect, so far as we can see, took place without any
special ceremonial till the reien of Henry VIL., who insti-
tuted a special service and the presentation of an angel-
noble to the sick persons. The ¢oin, which was a gold piece
of the nominal value of six shillings and eight pence, derived
its name from the device of St. Michael slaying a dragon,
and was suspended round the patient’s neck by a white
ribbon. Under the Tudors the practice increased in fre-
gquency, and we may not unreasonably conclude that the
giving of the angel was largely responsible for this. After
the reigh of Elizabeth the size of the gold piece was
reduced, James I. and Charles I. sometimes giving silver ;
indeed the latter monarch during the troublous times of the
civil war occasionally gave no coin at all, and a case is on
record where a young man brought a shilling with him
for the king to hang about his neck. After the Restora-
tion pieces of much smaller size than the old noble were
specially minted for this purpose, and are known as * touch
pieces.”

There is an interesting reference to the King’s Evil in
“ Macbeth ” (act iv., scene iii.), where Malcolm, answering

a question of Macduft, says— .
"Tis called the evil :

A most miraculous work in this good king ;
Which often, since my here-remain in England,

I have seen him do. How he solicits Heaven,
Himself best knows ; but strangely-visited people,
All swollen and ulcerous, pitiful to the eye,

The men despair of surgery, he cures,

Hanging a golden stamp about their necks,

Put on with holy prayers: and ’tis spoken

To the succeeding royalty he leaves

The healing benediction.
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Laurent, chief physician to Henry IV. of France, has
left us a history of the custom in his country. It usually
took place at Easter, Whitsun, All Saints, and Christmas,
though sometimes upon special request the king might be
induced to dispense his benefits at other seasons. It was
upon one of these extraordinary occasions that Cavendish,
who accompanied Wolsey upon his embassy to the French
king, witnessed it at Amiens. In the ¢ Life of Wolsey”
he thus describes it: “ At his (i.e. King Francis’) coming
into the bishop’s palace, where he intended to dine with my
Lord Cardinal, there sat (sic) within a cloister about two
hundred persons diseased with the King’s Evil, upon their
knees. And the King, or ever he went to dinner, provised
every one of them with rubbing and blessing them with his
bare hands, being bare headed all the while; after whom
followed his almoner distributing of money to the persons
diseased. And that done he said certain prayers over them,
and then washed his hands, and so came up into his chamber
to dinner where my lord dined with him.” TIn Laurent’s
book (published in 1609) is a plate representing a similar
scene, in which the chief actor is Henry IV.

In spite of Sir John Fortescue’s observation upon the
inefficiency of queens to cure the evil, both Mary and
Elizabeth touched. A deseription of the ceremony in Mary’s
time has been preserved in a contemporary letter. The
writer, after referring to the ceremonies of Maunday
Thursday, proc:eds: The next day she went to bless the
persons scrofulous; but she chose to perform this act
privately in a gallery, where there were not above twenty
persons, She caused one of the infirm women to be brought
to her, when she knelt and pressed with her hands on the
spot where the sore was. This she did to a man and three
women. She then made the sick people come up to her again,
and taking a golden coin—viz., an angel—she touched the
place where the evil shewed itself, signed it with the cross,
and passed a ribbon through the hole which had been
pierced in it, placing one of them round the neck of each of
the patients, and making them promise never to part with
that coin, save in case of extreme need.”
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In Queen Elizabeth’s reign the ceremony seems to have
taken place in church, and a service in English, somewhat
upon the lines of the later ones given at the end of this
Paper, was conducted. The Kyrie, however, was apparently
recited in the original. Under James I. an enormous
increase in the number of touchings took place ; he is said
to have touched 800 persons at one time, so that a reduc-
tion in the size of the gold piece given was manifestly a
desirable economy. In connection with Charles I. we find
some curious legends. One of these was cited by the up-
holders of the Divine Right doctrine as a clear instance of
the truth of their favourite dogma ; speaking for ourselves,
we fear it contains signs of embellishment. The story runs
thus : Richard Cole, an innkeeper at Winchester, was badly
afflicted with serofula. Medicines were of no avail, and the
sufferer relied upon a bottle of some lotion to keep the sores
clean till he could obtain the benefits of the royal touch.
On the removal of the king from the Isle of Wight he
passed through Winchester, and Cole, though not allowed
to approach Charles, succeeded in attracting his attention.
“I see that thou art not permitted to come near me,” cried
the king, “and I cannot tell what thou wouldest have, but
God bless thee and grant thy desire.” Afterwards the man
returned to the use of his lotion, which now wasted daily
(according to this it would seem that he poured the used
lotion back into the bottle); at length the bottle became
scaled in its sides and many botches appeared in it, and as
these effects appeared in the earthen vessel, the man’s face and
throat healed with equal speed. After this, a gentlewoman
who saw the bottle, attempting to pick off some of the
excrescences, the places which had been affected in his
throat gave him new trouble.”” Charles I. was not only able
to cure the evil when alive, but the blood-stained relics
removed from the scaffold were long held to possess the
same power. The shirt and watch which he wore at the
time of his death were preserved in the Church at Ashburn-
ham, and even as late as the nineteenth century those of
the superstitious Sussex peasantry who were afflicted with
scrofula used to repair thither to be healed. One grateful
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patient, however, annexed the case of the watch, and the rest
of the relics were removed to the manor-house.

During the reign of Charles II. the practice attained its
maximum. Before leaving Breda at "his restoration, 260
persons received the royal touch, and during his reign
over 90,000 persons submitted to the same treatment. A
register of the patients was kept by the Sergeant of the
Chapel Royal, and afterwards by the Clerk of the Closet.
One of the reasons assigned for this enormous number of
patients was the absence of the royal presence during the
Protectorate, and the consequent increase of the disease.
The crowd of persons sometimes led to serious conse-
quences. On May 28th, 1684, Evelyn records that ¢ there
was so great a concourse of people with their children to be
touched for the evil, that six or seven were crushed to death
at the Chirurgeon’s doore for tickets.” The first time the
ceremony was performed after the Restoration was on July
6th, 1660, and took place in the Banqueting Hall at White-
hall, the King sitting under a Canopy of State. As early
as 1626 it had been found necessary to put some sort of
check upon the number of persons presenting themselves,
and a proclamation was issued that only those should apply
who brought a certificate to the effect that they had not
been touched before. The times of healing were publicly
advertised, and in the ¢ Public Intelligencer ” appeared the
following advertisement : * Wurremarnt. May 14, 1664.
His Sacred Majesty having declared it to be his Royal Will
and Purpose to continue the healing of his People for the
Evil, during the month of May and then to give over till
Michaelmas next, I am commanded to give notice thereof,
that the people may not come up to Town and lose their
labour.” A further proclamation, dated January 9th, 1683,
enacted that ¢ the times of publie healing shall from hence-
forth be, from the feast of All Saints till a week before
Christmas, until the first day of March, being times most
convenient for the temperature of the season and in respect
of the contagion.”

It has been said that this practice attained its height
under Charles IIL., a period of our history specially marked
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by the attention paid to scientific enquiry. It was the age of
Boyle and Locke, of Newton and Sydenham. Charles himself
was keenly interested in scientific research, and moreover
gave his patronage to the Royal Society. It is, therefore,
of interest to see what the surgeons of that time thought
of the miraculous healing powers claimed by the sovereign.
Richard Wiseman, Sergeant-surgeon to the King, has
definitely recorded his views. In his  Treatise on Wounds,”
published in 1672, he writes (having previously referred to
the King’s Evil), I wonder so little hath been written by
the chirurgeons of the KEnglish and French Courts, both
which Kings do so publickly exercise themselves in the cure
of it: and though so many thousands of people pass through
the hands of the Chirurgeons to be judg’d of, and presented
to their Princes, yet excepting that of Laurentius, and an
imperfect piece or two of our own Countrey-men, there is
nothing appears in print concerning it.” In his work
“Several Chirurgicall Treatises,” published in 1676, he
devotes the fourth book to the  King’s Evil.” The disease
he describes as a “ tumour arising from a peculiar acidity
of the serum of the blood which, whensoever it lights upon
glandule, muscle, or membrane, it coagulates and hardens;
when it mixeth with marrow, always dissolves it, and rot-
teth the bone.”” He devotes some sixty folio pages to
descriptions of treatment, including inecision, excision,
cautery, and medicinal methods, a fact which subsequently
caused a somewhat sarcastic rejoinder, that if the royal
touch were really efficacions why should the patients be put
to the torment of the other measures. He discusses, in all
seriousness, the necessity of the giving of the piece of gold,
and refers to the fact that those who were cured by the
blood-stained relies of King Charles L. received no gold.
Wiseman was one of the most eminent surgeons of his day,
and has been styled the  father of English surgery.”
Another writer, John Browne, surgeon in ordinary to
the King, and surgeon to St. Thomas’s Hospital, in his
¢ Cheiradelogia ” (1683), describes the King’'s Evil as ““no
fictitious distemper or imaginary evil, but rather a proper
disease. Its cause is fleem, which by all physitions is allowed
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to be the colder and more moist part of the blood, so it must
be allowed a great parent of that evil brat.” He includes
goitre among the manifestations of scrofula, and refers to
““the French pox and the seurvy being the two great club-
bers towards advancing and increasing the evil. His patho-
logy, therefore, shews some advance upon Wiseman’s. In
a further treatise, entitled ¢ Charisma Basilicon,” which he
dedicated to the Bishop of Durham, he recites many reputed
cures, and adds that the ceremony usually took place on
Sundays after morning prayer, but that a belief existed
that it was more efficacious it done on Good Friday.

If this was the deliberately recorded opinion of scientific
men, it is small wonder that the superstition of the common
people, coupled with the gift of gold, caused them to flock
to Whitehall. The antiquary Barrington records the case
- of an old man of Oxford who had been touched by Queen
Anne, He admitted that he never believed himself to have
had a disease which deserved to be called the Evil, but that
his parents were poor and had no objection to a bit of
gold.

William TIII. abolished the ceremony. One instance
only is recorded of his being importuned in laying his hand
on a sufferer. “God give you better health and more sense™
was his sole remark. On another occasion, hearing that
a crowd was at his palace gates clamouring to be cured,
he commanded them to be given money and sent away.

Upon the accession of Anne public ¢ touchings” were
revived, and among those whom she touched was Samuel
Johnson in the year 1712. Swift records that he visited the
Duchess of Ormond to bespeak her good offices with the
Queen on behalf of a boy whom he desired to be touched.

The accession of the Hanoverian dynasty saw the end of
the historie touch by English kings, but some of the earlier
Prayer-books of the fime of George L. contained the office.
The exiled Stuarts, however, continued to dispense their
“ healing power "’ on the continent. A curious political squib
exists in which cures are claimed for the Old Pretender, and
allusion is made to the discontinuance of the practice by
(eorge L., the reason assigned being that, as he was not the
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legitimate sovereign, he did not dare to arrogate to himself
the power which belonged to such alone.

This pamphlet was deemed of sufficient political import-
ance to warrant a rejoinder by William Beckett, surgeon
and Fellow of the Royal Society.

That staunch old Jacobite, Thomas Hearne, has preserved
a note upon the subject in his diaries: *Aug. 3, 1728.
Yesterday Mr. Gilman, of St. Peter’s parish in the East,
Oxford (a lusty, heartick [sic], thick, short man), told me
that he is in the 85th year of his age, and that at the
restoration of K. Charles IIL., being much affected with
the King’s Evil, he rode up to London behind his father,
was touched on a Wednesday morning by that King, was in
a very good condition by that night, and by the Sunday
night immediately following was perfectly recovered, and
hath so continued ever since. He hath constantly worn the
piece of gold about his neck that he received of the King,
and he had it on yesterday when I met him.”

In this, as in some other cases, the zeal of the Jacobites
carried them further than discretion warranted. One of
these gentlemen published a description of a gold piece
which had been dug up, and, on the strength of a perforation
and the letters K. C. upon the coin, he came to the con-
clusion that it had been used by Edward the Confessor—
a somewhat rash statement, since the first English king to
issue a gold coin was Henry IIIL., and gold was not coined
regularly till the reign of Edward III. It is refreshing
in such a connection to find that Pepys—who, from his close
association with James 1I. as Duke of York, thought it his
duty to resign his office at the Admiralty on the accession of
William III.—records his opinion of the ceremony as *“an
ugly office and a simple one.”

In 1745 Prince Charles Edward  touched” a child at
Holyrood. This was the last occasion upon which it was
done on British soil. After his death, however, his brother
Cardinal Henry Benediet, who styled himself Hemry IX. of
England, continued the practice on the continent, and as
a token of his reverse of fortune issued touch-pieces bearing
on the reverse a ship with her sails * taken aback.”
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In conclusion, I have to tender my cordial thanks to
Dr. Voelcker for kindly allowing me to reproduce his pro-
bably unique specimen of King Charles the First’s proclama-
tion ; to Mr. Lyster for a similar kindness with respect to
the Healing Service from a Prayer-book of Queen Anne
in his possession; to Mr. Lincoln of Oxford Street for the
loan of the Angel and Touch-piece which are figured here;
and to Mr. Wale, Assistant-Librarian at the Royal Society
of Medicine, for kindly placing at my disposal the advertise-
ment from the “ Public Intellicencer.”

THE FORMS OF SERVICE USED AT THE ToOUCHING FOR THE
King's Evir.

Hexry VII.

First the King kneeling shall begin
to say :

In nomine Patris et Filii et Spiritus
Sancti. Amen.

And so soon as he hath said it he
shall say :

Benedicite.

The Chaplain kneeling hefore the
King, having a Stole about his neck,
shall answer and say :

Dominus it in corde tuo et labiis
tuis, ad confitendum peceata tua, In
nomine Patris et Filii et Spiritus
Sanctl. Amen.

Or else to say :

Jesus nos exaudiat, In
Patriz, ete.

Then by and by the King shall say :

Confiteor Deo, Beatae Marize Virgini,
omnibus Sanctis, et vobis, quia peccavl
nimis in cogitatione, locutione et opere,
mea culpa.  Precor Sanctam Mariam,
omnes Sanctos Dei, et vos orare pro
me.

The Chaplain shall answer and say :

Misereatur vestri omnipotens Deus,
et demittat vobis omnia peceata vestra,
liberet vos ab omni malo, salvet et
confirmet in bouno, et ad vitam per-
ducat mternam. Amen.

Absolutionem et Hemissionem om-
niwm peccatorum vestrorum, spatium
verm peenitentim, et emendationem
vite, gratiam et consolationem Sancti
Spiritus tribuat vobis omuipolens et
misericors Dominus.  Amen.

nomine

This done the Chaplain shall say :
Dominns vobiscum.

The King shall answer :
Et cum spiritu tuo.

The Chaplain :

Sequentia Sancti Evangelii secun-
dum Marceum.

The King shall answer :
Gloria tibi, Domine,

The Chaplain shall read the Gospel :

In ille tempore: Recumbentibus
undecim discipulis apparuit illis Jesus :
et exprobravit incredulitatem eorum
et duritiem cordis : gquia 11s, qui vide-
rant enm resurexisse non crediderunt.
Et dixit eis; enuntes in mundum uni-
versum, predicate Evangelinm omni
creature.  Quis crediderit et DBapti-
zatus fuerit, salvas erit: qui vero
non crediderit condemnabitur. Signa
autem eos, qui crediderint, hsec sequen-
tur; in Nomine meo diemonia ejicient :
linguis loguentur novis: serpentes
tollent: et si mortiferum quid biberint
non eis nocebit: super mgros manus
imponent, et bene habebunt.

Whick clause ** Super mgros,” ete,,
the Chaplain repeats as long as the
King is handling the Sick Person,
And in the time of the repeating the
aforesaid words * Super mgros, ete.,”
the Clerk of the Closet shall kneel
before the King, having the Sick Per-
son upon the right hand ; and the Sick
Person shall likewise kneel before the
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whure, the Lord working with them, and confitrming the

| weord wihih figns following.
|

| Ler us pray.

Lord, have mercy upon us.
(.'J::ri:ﬂ,, e mirey npon e, ,
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Ur Father, which art in Heaven ; Hallowed be thy

Mame. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will ke done in

! Earth, As it isinHeaven, Give us this day cur daily bocad.

_And forgive us our trefpafles, As we forgive them thae wef:

pafs apainft us® And lewd ws not inw rempraiion o Bue

iver us fiomevil & For thine is the Kinpdom, The Power,
and the Glary, For eier and ever.  Amen,

G '

L] ?.l;-rrﬂlrﬂ the dmfarms Povfani, me by ote, be prefemied o ibe Chaoen
_-.‘-..M.?ﬂr Kmiei, and op every owe 1 frolesied, anwed while ol Lhoiim
ir Loing Mer Hands upon thom, aad pucting ofe bl ates cheir
Neek nl.rs“ Chuaplvie bt officires, morugag fiafeif w0 Miw Mgohs,
Tl frfJ tlhefe.siceddi follaming,

c;(:l..l give a blefling to this Warky And grant dic thefe

fick e foms, onoswchom the Queen g her Hamds, may
tecover, throagh Jefis Chrilk vur Lord,
0 After all have been profinted, the Chaplain fradl ff,
erfl O Lodd, fave thy fervanis.

Relp. Bho put their taff in thee. Thofe Aafwrs
Fiief? Send them belp fromthy holy place. :r':."r;_r""‘_‘: id
Rulp. And etermore mightily defond b ke ioaod.

Ferf. Helpus, O God of our Salvaticn.

Help. And for the glay of iby None, diliver ws, and be
mercifnf mte ma famers, for thy Neme fole,

Faf () Lord, hear cur prayers.

Relp, Aid Lt cur ey cone amto thee,

Let us prav.
0 Almighty God, who art the piver of all health,, and
the aud of them thar feck o hee for Tuccour, we call
upon thee for thy help and poodnefs mercifully o be thew-
ed upon thefe chy fervants, thar they heing healed of cheir
Infirmicies, maw give thanks wato thee in thy holy Chutch,
throuph Jefius Chrifi our Lond,  dmes.

Then e Chaplein, Fanding wirh KNr face emerds ahems thar came
4 tobe bealed, fhatl f, f ;

He Almighty Lord, who is a malt ftrong tower 1o all
themn that put their rrull in him, 1w whom all things
in heaven, incarth, and under the carch, do bow and abey,
be now and evermore your detence, and make you know
ard feel, thae there is other Mame urder heaven gi-
Ven 10 man, in whom, rough wheom vou My reccive
health, and falvation S88E orly the Mame of our Lord
Jefus Chnilt.  Ames, =

He prace of our Lad Tefus Chrift, ard the love of

A God, and the fuﬁlm-lhipnf' the Haly Gholk, be with
us 3 cvermone.  dmen, '

PHOTOGRAPH (REDUCED) FROM A PRAYER-BOOK OF QUEEN ANXE
IN THE POSSESSION OF MR. LYSTER.







KING’S EVIL AND THE ROYAL TOUCH.

King : and then the King shall lay his
hand upon the sore of the Sick Person.
This done the Chaplain shall make
an end of the Gospel: and in the
mean time the Chirurgeon shall lead
away the Sick Person from the King.

Et Dominus quidem Jesus, post-
quam locatus est eis, assum pl,us est in
ceelum, et sedet a dextris Dei. Tl
autem profecti, preedicaverunt ubique,
Domino vooperante, et sermonem con-
firmante, sequentibus signis.

Then the Chaplain shall begin and
say afain :

Dominus vobiscum.

The King shall answer :
Et cum spiritu tuo.

The Chaplain :

In principio erat Verbum, et Ver-
bum erat apud Deum ; et Deus erat
Verbum : hoc erat in prineipio apud
Deum. Omnia per ipsum facta sunt,
et sine ipso factum est nihil quod
factum est: in ipso vita erat, et vita
erat lux hominum : et lux in tenebris
lucet, et tenebra: eam non compre-
henderunt. Fuit homo missus a Deo,
cui momen erat Joannes. Hie venit
in testimonium, ut testimonium per-
hiberet de lumine, ut omnes crederent
per illum. Erat lux vera quee illu-
minat omnem hominem venientem in
hune mundum.

Whick last clause © Erat lux vera,
ete.,” shall still be repeated so long as
the King shall be crossing the sore
of the Siek Person with an Angel
Nolle ; and the Sick Person fo have
the same Angel hanged abouf his neck
and to wear it till he be full whole.
This done the Chirurgeon shall lead
away the Sick Person as before, and
then the Chaplain shall make an end
of the Gospel.

In mundo erat, et mundus per ipsum
factus est, et mundus eum non cog-
novit. In propria venit, et sui eum
non receperunt. Quotquot autem re-
ceperunt eum, dedit eis potestatem
filioe Dei fieri: his gui credunt in
nomine ejus, qui non ex sanguinibus,
neque ex voluntate carnis, neque ex
voluntate viri, sed ex Deo nati sunt.
Et Verbum caro factum est, et habi-
tavit in nobis; et vidimus gloriam
ejus, gloriam quasi Unigeniti a Patre,
plenum gratize et veritatis.
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Then the Chaplain shall say :
Sit nomen Domini benedictum.

The King shall answer :
Ex hoe, hune et usque in seculum.

Then shall the Chaplain say this
collect following, praying for the Sick
Person or persons :

Domine exaudi orationem meam.

The King shall answer :

Et elamor meus ad te veniat.

Oremus,

Omnipotens sempiterne Deus, salus
wterna credentium, exaudi nos pro
famulis tuis, pro gquibus misericordise
tuee imploramus auxilium, ut reddita
sibi sanitate, gratiarum tibi in ecclesia
tua referant actiomes. Per Jesum
Christum Dominum nostrum. Amen.

This prayer is fo be said secretly
after the sick persons have deparfed
Srom the King, at his pleasure :

Dominator Domine Deus Omnipo-
tens cujus benignitate, ceeci vident,
surdi andiunt, muti loguuntur, claudi
ambulant, leprosi mundantur, omnes
infirmorum curantur languores, et a
quo solo donum sanationis humano
generi etiam tribuitur et tanta gratia
pro ineredibili tua erga hoe regnum
bonitate, Hegibus ejusdem concessa
est, ut sola manuum illorum imposi-
tione, morbis gravissimis feetidissim-
isque depellatur, concede propitius ut
tibi propterea gratias agamus, et pro
singulari beneficio in nos collato, non
nobis ipsis, se nomini tuo assidue
gloriam demus, nosque sic ad pietatem
semper exerceamus, ut tuam nobis
donatam gratiam non solum diligenter
conservare, sed in dies magis magisque
adangere laboremus, et prmsta, ut
quorumeunngue corporibus, in nomine
tuo manus imposuerimus hae tua vir-
tute in illis operante et nobis minis-
trantibus, ad pristinam sanitatem res-
tituantur, eam conservent, et pro
eadem tibi, ut summo medico et om-
ninm morborum depulsori, perpetuo
nobiscum gratias agant. Sicque dein-
ceps vitam instituant ut non ecorpus
solum ab infirmitate, sed anima etiam
a peccato omnino sanata videatur.
Per Jesum Christum Dominum nos-
trum, Filinm tunm gui tecum vivit el
regnat in unitate Suncti Spiritus per
omnia seeula smeulorum,  Amen,
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CHARLES I. aND CHARLES II.

The Chaplain thus begins : The
Gospel written in the sixteenth chapter
of Saint Mark at the fourteenth verse.
[ Ferses 14—18 are vead, and at the
words “ They shall lay their hands on
the sick and they shall recover,” the
Sick are presented to the King on their
knees, and the words repeated as each
person is touched ; when all the sick
have been touched, the Chaplain con-
tinues the chapter to the end.]

Next the Chaplain reads the first
chapter of St. John's Gospel as far as
the end of verse 8, Here the Chi-
rurgeons come wp the second lime
making their three obeisances as for-
merly, where the Clerk of the Closet,
on his knees, doth deliver o the King
his gold ready strung upon a white
silk ribband, and when these following
words come to be read, the King puts
over the gold. *That light was the
true light which lighteth every man
which cometh into the world.” This
running through the whole course of
the ceremony, and the words repealed
as eack one receives the gold, the
diseased person kneeling, When this
is finished, the Chaplain continues the
Gospel to the end of verse 14.

This being finished, the Chaplain
with the rest of the people on their
knees do pronounce the [following
prayers, the responses being made by
them that come to be healed.
¥. Lord have mercy upon us.

R7. Lord have mercy upon us.

¥. Christ have mercy upon us.
R7. Christ have mercy upon us.

KING’S EVIL AND THE ROYAL TOUCH.

V. Lord have merey upon us.
K. Lord have mercy upon us.

Then the Chaplain reads the Lord’s
Prayer.

¥. O Lord save thy servants,
. Which put their trust in thee.

Send help unto them from above,
;-!n.ml1 evermore mightily defend
them.

Help us, O God our Saviour,

. And for the glory of thy Name
deliver us, and be merciful to
us sinners for thy Name’s sake.

"t &% g

V. O Lord hear our prayer,
K. And let our cry come unto thee.

Then the Chaplain reads this prayer
Jollowing.

O Almighty God, who art the giver
of all health, and the aid of them that
seek to thee for succour, we eall upon
thee, for thy help and goodness merci-
fully to be shewed to these thy ser-
vants, that they, being healed of their
infirmities, may give thanks to thee
in thy Holy Church, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hepe be concludes ;

Y. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God, and the fellow-
ship of the Holy Ghost,

K. Be with us all evermore. Amen,

The office as used in the reign of
Queen Anne is given in the faecsimile
taken from one of her Prayer-books.




