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&8 INTERMIXTURE OF CERTAIN BACES

woman, sends her away after the lapse of a few years, when
she is often not young enough to produce children, aa Aunstra-
lian women rarely conceive after the thirtieth year. 2. The
cohabitation with a European modifies the constitution of the
savage womar, who smokes, and is froquently intoxicated
during that time. 3. Having not lost the habits of savage
life, she returns to her tribe, where she now has some difficulty
to support fatigues and irregularities, which diminishes her
fecundity. +. Finally, when she becomes a mother, and the
fatigues of maternity are added to her other troubles, she trics
to escape them by infanticide. It is to the united effect of
these causes that the suthor attributes the rarity of children
born of Australisn native women who have returned to their
tribas,

It 158 very significant when an author, despite of himself,
confirms by hig theories, facts which he had undertaken to
disprove. 1 will not allude again to the story of infanticide,
o hondred times more improbable here, than in cases where
the child had been begotten by o Eoropean. Though it fol-
lows, from Mr. Thomson’s article, that Strzelocki’s assortion
was too goneral, it results at thoe same time that the assertion
was well founded. DBut this is not the place to search for the
explanation of a phenomenon which, despite the efforta of M.
Harvey, does not touch hybridity. If I have dwelt on the
fact, it is because the polemics raised by Strzelecki’s observa-
tions have incontestably established that the ecohabitation of
Whites and mnative Australian women is very common in
Anstralin; and we do not ﬂumprehl:uﬂ under this name the
sextal interconrse which 18 aceidental and transitory, such as
peenrs when the women come to market, but the cohabitation
under the same roof, and prolonged during several months,
and even years., The scarcity of Australian Mulattoes can
thus be attributed neither to the rarity nor to the transitory
nature of sexnal intercourse ; neither can we admit, until we
are better informed, that the relative sterility of such crossings
is the consequence of some hommogenesic defect between the
two races,

In studying the cases preceding those just mentioned, we
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