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quoted above, gives 65,438 as between 5 and 15, of whom 35,179
are between § and 10; and 30,259 between 10and 15.  In 1838,
then, the numbers would be 21,387 between 5 and 10, and 18,396

hetweon 10 and 15.

-|!'_"|5"l' |

But now the Census Tables, both for 1851 and 1861, leave
us at fault, Both give the number of scholars in coch quinguen-
ninl period; bot in the County of Warwick, inclosive of the
Borough of Birmingham, and not in the Borough of Birmingham
itself. The Education Census of 1851 further supplies the totol
pumber of scholars in the Borongh of Birmingham, but without
division of nges,

Lot i
Using, however, the information respecting the County of mijrat
Warwick in the Census of 1851, of the 11,344 acholars given in Yot
the enguiry of 1838, 7,585 may be taken to be between 5 and 10,

amd 3,959 betwoeen 10 and 15; or

Berwres Toe aoes or 5 axn 10, .
‘ovr oF 21,387 cniinpeN, THERE ARE OXL¥ 7,385 sCcHOLARS,
f.t., 34563 per cent., ok ABOUT §;

Berwrex Toe aaed or 10 axp 15,
oUr OF 18,3096 CHILDEES, THEHE ARE ONLY 4,059 SCHOLARS,
i, 21°52 per cenk., ont ABoTT 4,

are under education.

(2% Let us next eonsider what inferences may be deducible
from the Education Census of 1851.

The population of the borough has now advoneed to 232,841,
gnd the mumber of scholars to 22,183,

The Census ia fakon ot that epoch of great edueationsl neli-
vity, which had in the preceding ten years added in Englond and
Whalea 5,464 new Behools to the means for the sdwmneement of
national education ; or nearly twice as many as the whele number
of Schools which were in existenes at the beginning of the century,
namely 2,876, i

Comparing Table H., p. 101, with Table P., p. 125, we
gather thot there ave 27,065 children between the ages of 5§ and

10, and 23,796 between 10 and 15 ; and that the scholors between
the same ages are 11,507 and 6, 168 respectively ; or
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Agnin, if the proportion of scholars in the several quinguen-
mial periods in the Consus of 1851 holds good now, then, out of
the total number of scholars, 18,518 are between the ages of 5
and 10, and 9926 between 10 and 15, or
KETWEES THE AGES 0F.5 AND 10,

ovT oF 40,104 cHronEN, TIHEEE ARE 18,518 somOLARS

1.6, 48°17 per eenf., 0B LESS THAX
AXD BETWEEN THE 4GRS oF 10 awp 15,

oUr oF 34,495 CHILDREY, THERE ARE 9,026 scmoLams;

e,y 2878 pey cenf., OR LEss THAN 3§,

are under education.

To gather up our conclusions. We infer—

(1) From the Enguiry of 1835 that

Berwens TR AcEs oF 5 axn 10,
orT oF 21,887 CHILDREX, THERE WERE
i.e., 3453 per eent., R ADOUT §;

13085 SCHOLARS @

AXD NETWEEY THE AcES oF 10 axp 15,

ourT oF 16,306 comonnes, THERE WERE §,959 scHOLAES;

forny 21°52 per eend., ok ABOUT 4, |
under Day Scheol education.

{2) From the Educational Census of 1851 that i

BETWEESY THE AGES 0F & AND | LI
our oF 27,060 CHILDLER, THELE WeiE 11,507 somonims; ¥

-

f.e., A1-60 per conf., 0E LITILE MORE THAN £;
Annp BETWEEN THE AGES or 10 ampe 135,

orr or 23,700 CHILDREN, THERE WELE 6,188 SCHOLARS:

i.0., 25-92 per conf., Ok LITTLE MORE THAN }.

(3) From the Enquiry of 1857 that
Brrwess THE AcEs oF T AxD 10, (THE PRIME AGES OF SCHOOL-LIFE)

OUT OF 753 CHILDREY OV TOE WORKING CLASSER, THERE WERE

417 scEurARs [ f.e., 55°58 per cond., 0L LITTLE MORE THAN & ;
A¥D BETWEEX TOE AGES oF 10 awp 13,

oUT oF G20 CHMILDEEN OF THE WORKING CLASSES, THERE WEBE

158 scnoLams; f.e, 2548 per ocenf., on asovr §.
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tenchers.  In ontlying districts a olass better off by their readiness
to pay higher fees outbids the poorer for the limited space, so that
the latter are left antought.

Last of all, the system yet comes lamentably short of supply-
ing our wants. Skll may it not be capable of developing a
gndden strength adequate to all our requirements?  But who will
dare affirm, when in the firet strength and zeal of 2 new movement
it has made no farther way, that we may leave it to go on Hll it
overtake and equal our meeds? Oalm reflection upen what pro-
groes hos been made in 1.1|.i.l.‘i:.‘ Fenrs will lend smull warrant for
hope &0 sanguine.

Moreover, the more closcly we examine the means, by which
the schools in connection with our Churches have been angmented
to their existing mumber, the more do we find to subtract from the
total sum, before wo con arrive ot what is due simply to the efforts
of religions zeal within the Borough, The first dedostion must be
made on account of the very large grants voted some years sinee
froan the national taxation by the Committes of Council. This
amonnted o no less than £1. 10s for every 9 square fect of room
provided, o for ovory scholar, Tho next is that £500. waa
allocated, for sehool building, to each of four districts in Birming-
ham, being half the sum paid by the Railway for the lease of the
ground, ocoupied by the old Central School nenr 8t. Marfin’s, Tha
thinl i, that the Governors of King BEdward's School, taking a
wise view of the duties of their trust, and under the power given
by the Belool Bites Acts, granted gites for the erection of Schools,
where the location of their property ensliled them to do so.

Lastly, the troth must be spoken ont, however unpalatable it
may be to g self-relisnt and independent spirited community, that
u great portion of the remaining moans was furnished by the self-
denials, not of these within, but of those without, our borders.
The Nutional Bociets (undur the sanction of the late Archbizhop
af L';||Ju-1':'}|:r}':| raisedl o fund excesding £150,000. L'Ilil'sl[:',' from
lnnided proprictors, rural |_'t|;:;|'m‘1 and dwellers in other towne, for
the extension of cdnention in the manuficturing districts, Of
thiz charitable and alien help no incensiderable share was appor-
tioned to supply the deficioncies of Birmingham, which, however
glaring, were not met, whether from inability or apathy, on the
part of the inhabitents of the town itaclf.
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efforts of the clergy, not unfrequently from the Hherality of land-
owners ; often from the mutusl friendship, ot whiles from the
divergenoies of the two, Bchiools which Ty by ot by thos
ennids have sprung up, each sufficient in its accommodation for the
knot of people amongst whom it has been built.  For the susten-
tation and fostering of these Behools, both where manngers accept
or where they hold aloof from Government aid, a generouns help
is 1'n'l'|:-' fortheoming, from means not alw ays ample; thero
is given to their momsgement a gratoitous snd watchfal care,
rendencd from o sense of duty and for the work's sake., None,
péerhaps, more than r||.:|.'~:'|1' haz a right, nay, ought thus to speak;
becanse, in the tiers of corre spendence which acenmulate npon
my shelves, T can ron over proof npon proof by scores.  The policy
wonld, indesd, be unstatesmanlike and dissstrons, which, for the
gake of some bureaueratic theory, should discountenance or drive
off 0 willing ngeney, that can pormesto our smuellest panshos aod
goprell out the most secluded nooks of the land's ignorance.

But ofher grent towns, it moy e smid, aro in o similar, porhops
waorse, condition than Birminghom. Neither with this have T
aught to do. As addressing one, Sir, who holds the office which
you sustain, we ar considering o8 apart what is wanted for, srhat
muy be done in Birmingham ; holding by our Haxen mazims of
local selfpovernment, and abiding by the homely proverb—= Lot
euch sweep before his own deor and the city will be oloan,™

Now there is but one way, by which means worthy the ocoa-
glon can be supplied ; by a Borough Hate, lovied under an Aef of
Purlinment.

The expenditure of this rate, whether in providing Schools
or sustaining them, should be placed under an Educations]l Boand,
elested by the Town Council on the principle of the Free
Libraries’ Committes ; each Bohool, orginated by the Board, being
under the monsgement of o sub-committee, responsible for its
conduct and expenditure,

But it will be impossibile to levy a rate, and yot charge fiees
for the education of the working classes.  Precisely so: all 2chools
established or brought into connection with the Board must be
Free: open, without cost, to every child above five years of age
living within the Borough.
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Then to the support of any School, whether established by
the Boand, or now, or hereafter by the exertions of religions bodies,
twice the amonnt of the present Stete aid, and wo more, shonld
be allowed from the rate. Nor would there ba need to repross
or extinguisl the local or religious interest folt in each particulae
Behool. There would be enough for ifs sapport; its efficiency
might be raised, in any way its manegers thought desiralle, by
cxtrm gifts of its friends.  The Schools of the Board wounld, in like
munner, have their supporters. The character of the Schools con-
nected with the various religions eommunitics would remiin un-
altered : the Doanl should, indeed, have conceded to it the dght
to nominate some members to reprosent the Borough on cach of
their Committess; their choioe being, of conrse, reatricted to mom-
bers of the religions persuasion to which the 8chool belonged. In
these Schools the Pastor should never surrender dutics and privi-
leges, seoured whether by presoription or decds of management ;
as of entering them when his other avocations allow, and of
taking o part in instraction, nnfsttered and unembarrassed by nice-
drawn distinctions between religions and seonlar.

For the Doard Schools themselves these provisions might
suffice ;

(13 “That it should be o Bcheosl in which, besides scenlar in-
struction, the Seriptures are read daily from the aatho-
rized version.”  Rerised Code, Art. 8 (b.); but that any
parent should have liborty, by writton notive, to withdraw
his child from such reading ; and

(2} That certnin daily times shoulil be appointed, in which it
ghonld be lowful for the Ministers, or persons formally
deputed by them, to give religious instruction to those
children whoese parents coneur in their recciving the sume,

It connot be passed by in silemee that Jirmingham has
gpecinl advantages for carrying out o comprehensive schemo of
education for all classes, in the existence of a prost Eduentional
Trust, whose ineome is now £12,000 or L13,000 por nnmom j
may smount to thrice that sum before the elose of the century.
On its connexion with the education of the town, I am, however,
the less constroined to dwell, beeanse the Town Couneil nnd the
Grammar School Assoviation, of which you arc yourself the
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But when we enguive about the children without the Waork-
house, we find there is but o halting solicitude in this respect for
those for whom out-door relicf is allowed,

The Guardians do not appear to nrge, and parents in receipt
of parochial relicf are slow to cluim school pryments for these
shildren. A mesgre pittance of £10. fuarterly suffices to defiay
the exponses of, or 4o rogister the warmth of, interest folt in the
education of ‘out-door pauper childven throughout the Borough.

From a Return, with a copy of which you have kindly fur-
nigshed me, T learn that from Christmas, 1565, to Michnelmas,
1866, £30 0z 94, was all that was paid in fees, and for 65 chil-
dren anly. i

But the total number of children between the ages of 4 and
10 years refurned as receiving out-door relief in November Inst was
not leas thon 1,521, 'Where are the 1,456 ¥ Denizon's Aot does not
work, beepuse it is permissive only. The Borough Act should
make it an imperative condition of reliof that, above 5 venrs old,
all those who are in health should be in attendance at School.

Next, there must be compulsory education so far as the closs
indicated by the Certified Industrial and the Reformatory Solools’
Acts is concorned ; that is, of children under 14, begging, wander-
ing without settled place of abods or visible means of subsistence,
frequenting the eompany of reputed thieves, or whose parents
cannot control and desire thom fo bo sent to an Industrial Scheol ;
or of those under 16, being convieted of an offence punishable with
pinal servitude or imprisonment.

The Reformatory Act provides that, whila in school, the
parent, orother person legally Linble for it, moay bo ordered, with
enforeement by distress worrant, to contribute towands the child's
maintenanpe. How inoperative this provision is may be gaumrul.'l
from the fact that, in the Report for 1866 of the Reformatery
School for Birmingham and Staffordshive at Saltley, whilst the
allowanee from the Treasury towards the maintenance of ocon-
victed inmates is enfersd as £1,110 195, 04, the poyments énforesd
from parents amount only to £43 8s. 104,  The obstacles to enfore-
ing the payments, which have rendered the above provisions of the
Acts so nearly & nullity, muet be obvious enough.
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The utter inadequacy of the Evening Schools to grapple with
our growing population, as shown by the enqguirics of 1838, 18567,
and 1866, thronghout an experience of thirty years, demonstrates
the necessity of such cxtension of the half-time gystom.®

By the above restrictions the idle class, within the years of
Scheol life, would be abeorbed by the School; beyond, by the
quickened demand for labour; the School and workshop together
would thus nlmost embrace the whole population, and out off at
the source the supplics of the vagrint and criminal olass,

No restriction, however, should exist beyond 14.

Nor do T fear thot the cfforts of the religious bedies would be
relaxed, or their ngency less powerful, by being relieved of the
gole charge of furnishing secular education : rather, sct free from
burdens with which they are now overweighted, there would
remiin gcope enough for the exercize of their zeal. So long as the
world endureth, there will be found thoese who will give of their
sbatanee and their labour beyond all the law’s requirements from
the living energy of Christian faith. The Poor Laws have nok
shopped up the well-spring of hely charity, or made deaf the Chris-
tian's cor to the ory of the needy in hisdistress. Noather will the
Borough Ruate dry up the overflow of their liberality, who hold
that, by education, the human race i= clevated, and who csteem it a
patriot’s duty and o Christion’s privilege to take & share in this
god-like work.

8o in Franee, beyond that faxation for education which is
required from the Communes by the State, Infant Sechools fedl the
genial support of veluntary levies

Thus amongst ourselves, Nurseries rather than Schools for
children under five, whose mofhers are ot work in the factories,
might be fostered and superintended in adapted houses, instead of
pretentions buildings, by the womanly sympathy of Disirict Visi-
tors. At the other end of the soale our rude Night Schools shonld

become Evening Classes for those who were beyond the age of 13. S8

The thirst for knowledge, excited before by clementary, might be

supplied by secondary cducation and regreative instruction. MNor 8

do I think the least walualle result wounld be that our Sundoy

Behools could hardly fail to share the benefits of more thorough =

organization and more effective teaching.

* Fide Note on Evering Schools, page 24.
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