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2 THE FROGRESS AND PROSPECTS

ciation in London has afttracted so large and constant an
attendance.

But I must begin with the dryer details of business
before I touch upon more exciting topics.

During the last year twenty-seven new members have
been elected and only three have resigned. Our finances—
always a matter of the utmost importance in Associations
such as this—are in a flourishing condition. Thanks to the
prudence of the Council, and the economy of our Hon.
Secretary, we have avoided the rock upon which so many
other .Societies have been wrecked—expenditure not abso-
lutely necessary to existence. Especially we have escaped
the printer’s bill. Some complaints have been made that we
do not print our papers and report our discussions. Our
answer 18, “ We cannot afford to do so at present, and we
have resolved not to run into debt for any purpose, however
desirable in itself. When increased income is produced by
increase of numbers, we shall be prompt to publish our
sayings and doings as older and wealthier societies have
done. But it is our determination to keep our necessary
expenditure within our income and be confent to wait for
luxuries. If the progress already made be continued—and
we have reason for hope that it will be accelerated—the
Council will not hesitate for a moment to carry out that
which they desire even more than do the members.”

But something has been done by way of advance. We
have found a habitation, and I think all who visit us will
say that a more comfortable one could not be desired.

Papers have been contributed by many competent
Psychologists on various branches of our great science,
which show at least the wide and almost unexplored field of
research that is opened to it. Hach of these papers has con-
tributed something to our knowledge, to which the debates
that followed always made some additions. A few of those
papers have been published. But not by favour. They
were printed by the authors, at their own cost, and by them
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4 THE PROGRESS AND PROSPECTS

of the Aryans,” which introduced us to some knowledge
of our science as it was held by the most ancient races
of the world, and faithfully transmitted to their descen-
dants,—our fellow citizens in our Indian Empire. An
animated and deeply interesting discussion was promoted
by a paper on “ Comparison of the Mental Faculties of
Men and Animals,” a question which, if followed out, can-
not fail to throw great light on mental physiology generally.

Mr. Wake contributed a paper on ¢ Consciousness,”
which exhibited throughout evidence of the profoundest
thought on one of the most difficult and controverted
questions that has engaged philosophy. Consciousness is
the point at which Psychology comes into direct conflict
with Materialism, and the phenomenon which the Materia-
lists themselves are compelled to admit completely baffles
them. They can, it seems, digest the notion of thought
bemg secreted from matter, but how matter can be con-
scious of 1tss:~1f' perplexes them still, as ever it will do. The
pmblem - mdeed cannot be solved without the admission of
Soul as a part of the Mechanism of Man, Again Mr.
Hargis, in a well-reasoned paper, considered the objections
made to psychological phenomena and very completely
disposed of them. In another paper he brought under the
consideration of the Society the alleged phenomena of
¢ Apparitions,” but time did not admit of its full discussion,
and the subject will probably be renewed during the
present Session. There is indeed much to be said on both
sides. Lastly, the Society honoured myself with admirable
debates on three important psychological questions, which 1]
ventured to submit to the members, namely: “Matter and
Spirit,” “ The Psychology of Wit and Hu mc-ur,” and “ The
Psychology of Memory and Recollection.”

This will be admitted to be a gﬂudly list for so youthful

a Sc-mety as ours. But I hope it is only a foretaste of the
material that will be prﬂ?ldetﬂ. in this and future Sessions

towards the advancement of the grandest Science which
[150]







6 THE PROGRESS AND PROBPECTS

our senses—that the earth revolved round the sun ; and the
man who so asserted had a narrow escape from being burned
alive for his andacity. But now the whole world accepts
this impossible theory, so contrary to common sense and
universal experience, as an undoubted fact. Harvey was
persecuted almost to death for affirming the cirenlation of
the blood in the body.  Every man,” said his opponents,
““ who has ever lived knows that it is not so; he could not
have a stream ruonning through his body at such a rate
without feeling it—besides, it is contrary to the known
laws of nature that a liquid should ran uphill—we can
prove by argument that it cannot be and common sense
pronounces it impossible.”” Stephenson was told by the
Scientists of his time that it was impossible & priori, and
contrary to common sense, that wheels should carry a heavy
load over an iron tram at a rapid rate; they would not
bite and could only revolve without advancing, When the
phenomena of Somnambulism were asserted within living
memory, they were denied and their assertors demounced
as fools or rogues, impostors or dupes, because those phe-
nomena were strange, impossible, contrary to common sense
and common experience, and Dr. Elliotson was hounded to
his ruin for declaring them to be realities. And now these
very phenomena, within my own memory so vehemently
denounced, and for exhibiting which prosecutions were
threatened and persecutions were practised without stint, are
admitted by all physiologists to be true, and find their place
as facts in every Treatise on Mental Physiclogy, and are
proclaimed by learned Professors from the platform of the
British Association for the Advancement of Science.

This Society is established to deal with Psychological
science in the same manner as Physical Science has been
dealt with, and to which its astonishing progress is due—
by collecting all facts bearing on it from all reliable sources,
by observing and recording all alleged phenomena having
relation to it; from those facts to trace the laws by which the
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8 THE PROGRESS AND PROSPECTS

honestly that man is wholly material—that he is merely an
automaton—that his intelligence is only brain structure—
that the Conscious Self i1s but a condition of matter—
thought but a secretion of the brain—that man is nothing
but the machine our senses show us—that soul is a diluted
insanity—spirit a myth—and life after death an invention of
priesteraft, the hostility of the Scientists to such a Society as
this is readily explained. Denying the very existence of
Soul, an Association that proposes to investigate the Science
of Soul cannot but appear to them a ridiculous folly.
““There 18 nothing for you to inquire into,” they say.
““There is no such thing as that which your name assumes.
If there be, you cannot find it, for it is imperceptible and
inconceivable. Yon cannot grasp it, carve it, analyse it,
exhibit it before the Royal Society. Until you do this
Psychology can be only a sham science. We will none of it.””

But why the fierceness of wrath with which Psychology 18
assalled by the Scientists ? What means the rage it excites ?
The question must have occurred often to many and we
may pause for a moment to find the answer.

Enthusiasm in favour of proofs of the being of Soul is
intelligible enongh. It is at least a natural emotion. But
an enthusiasm on behalf of materialism—an almost fanatical
hope to prove soul nof fo be—a burning desire to defeab
whatever tends to prove its being, to suppress inguiry and
deter from investigation by appeals to prejudice and igno-
rance and by every unserupunlous device that the vocabulary
of abuse and the letter of the law can furnish, seems utterly un-
intelligible. A pursuit in search of Soul might have been sup-
posed to be at least harmless. Any proofs of it asserted to be
found might have been expected to be received with respect
and examined with eagerness. But the fact is otherwise. If
a blight and a curse were looked for instead of that which, if
it be, is the greatest prize that could be offered to laborious
investigation, the howls raised against it could not be more
full of malignity. Wherefore so ?
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10 THE PROGRESS AND PROSPECTS

that it is an intrusion upon her province and a practical dis-
puting of her authority. To seek for proof of soul as a fact
implies that 1t is not to be accepted on her authority as a
dogma. Shallow as such an argument may be, it prevails
very extensively and enlists a second great array of
opponents.

The third army, not so powerful, perhaps, but still far
more numerous than it 1s thought to be, is formed of those
who admit the reality of the abnormal phenomena of Insanity,
Delirinm, Somnambulism, and Psychism, but say that
they are the product of demoniacal agency. The Insane are
possessed ; the Somnambulist has his wonderful super-
sensuous percepbions through devils; the force displayed
in Psychism is an infernal power. These opponents have
at least the merit of consistency and offer a fair question for
examination,

Lastly there are the mighty multitude who have no
knowledge of their own, who have never witnessed anything,
who have not even the capacity for judgment, who take all
their opinions from others and who are wholly led by what-
ever may be the prevailing views of any question whatever
—mere echoes—as noisy and as empty. :

There is another remarkable feature of this warfare
against the existence of Soul as asserted by Psychology.
Not only does it unite the most opposing parties but it is
conducted by them in quite a novel fashion. The usnal
course of Secientists is to require each to keep to his own
science. If a nmew fact or a new theory is announced by
the electrician, the geographer or the geologist would not
dream of passing an opinion upon it. He would defer to the
jndgment of those whose study it has been. So with
individuals. =~ What sane man who knew nothing of
magnetism or physiology, who had never witnessed an
experiment nor learned its principles, would proclaim himself
a fool by denying its facts and denouncing its theory.
The chemist takes his electricity from the electrician, the
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12 THE PROGRESS AND PROSPECTS

the Royal Institution. T would not require even to go near
him or to hold his hands or examine his table. I would
sit in the gallery far from him and a shower of invisible
spray from the syringe with which I water my plants would
make him look as foolish as he would feel. Let me impose
my conditions upon his experiments and I will undertake
to annihilate them. As itis, the world has faith in him and
his reputation would relieve him from suspicion of trickery
and fraud. But if he were a stranger and for the first
time exhibiting his marvellous experiments and asserting,
contrary to common experience, that light, heat, elec-
tricity and magnetism are identical, and that he would
prove them to be so by experiments performed under his
own conditions, those experiments failing under my condi-
tions, he would have been called a rogue and a vagabond, and
prosecuted as an impudent impostor by rival Scientists whose
theories his experiments would, if successful, have destroyed.

But this subjection of the experimentalist to conditions
imposed by his subjects actually prevails with one branch of
Science — Physiology.  Mr. Lankester is a physologist.
He has advocated vivisection as vehemently as he opposes
Psychology. He is as eager to prove that animals do not
feel pain as that Man hasno Soul. When he wants to dissect
a living dog to view the beating heart and the quivering
nerve, he must first paralyse the limited intelligence of the
creature. The physician who desires to learn the functions
of the human mechanism cannot do so when he pleases and
how he pleases, or with any human structure he pleases—
he must look for cases of abnormal action—and even then
he must observe under conditions imposed by the patient
and not under his own.

But what shall be said of those Secientists who deliberately
pronounce a judgment upon that of which they have seen
nothing and know nothing ? What would they say if we
were to do the like with them ? If a Psychologist were to

question the experiments of an electrician, or the dis-
[158]






14 THE PROGRESS AND PROSPECTS

in this very room produces its beetles and its humble bees ;
so do we collect reports from observers everywhere (who
anthenticate them to us) of the facts and phenomena that
are the product of the operation of one or more of the
forces by which the Mechanism of Man is moved and
directed : Life—Mind—Soul.  Already there has been
brought together a large body of facts that settle some
disputed questions by proofs far more numerous and
conclusive than those upon which Physical Science has
based its axioms. T will refer to one of many; but it
i1s a specimen of all. The existence of super-sensuous
perception—of mental perceptions by some other as yet
undiscovered means than the ordinary media of the senses—
is established by a mass of evidence perfectly overwhelming.
Yet was this phenomenon not long ago disputed and
denied, declared to be a delusion or a cheat, its believers
fools and dupes and its subjects imposters or conjurers,
until now we have the fact admitted by Dr. Carpenter
himself and proclaimed by a learned Professor from the
platform of the British Association.

We had hoped to have been enabled ere this to print
the record of these collected facts; but merely as veports,
without comment or discussion, as material only for the
future structure of our seience. For the reason already
stated we have been unable as yet to accomplish the
design. Buf the contributions we have received are eare-
fully preserved for future publication and we would earnestly
entreat, not a continuance merely, but a largely increased
flow, of such communications of psychical phenomena from
all who may have opportunities for observation of them.
Their occurrence in private families is by no means m-
frequent. But as they are often associated with abnormal
physical conditions, there is a natural reluctance to make
them known. Let me repeat that all such reports are, if
desired, received and preserved in strict confidence with re-
spech to names and places,and we require onlysuch an authen-
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16 THE PROGRESS AND PROBPECTS

[An attempt is being made to determine disputed
questions of science in Courts of Law. But it is not
thus that Scientists should fight. The Materialists are
wielding a weapon that may recoil. The Law is double-
edged. In its dusty folios statutes can be found that
might immesh themselves. Their anxiety to discredit
every fact or phenomenon which, if established, would go
far to annihilate the degrading doctrines of Materialism is
sufficiently intelligible. Doubtless it is the desire and
the design to discredit the authority of Barrett, Wallace,
Crookes, Lindsay, Rayleigh, Huggins, Carpenter, and
other members of the Royal Society who have publicly
recognised the reality of some of the Psychological
Phenomena as exhibited in Somnambulism and other ab-
normal conditions of the human mechanism. There is an
eager desire to deter, by dread of popular prejudice, other
persons from pursuing investigations which, if found to
be true, will be fatal to many reputations. But in the name
of universal Science, in the great caunse of freedom of
inquiry and liberty of thought, an indignant protest should
be made against all endeavours to revive in this nine-
teenth century the practice of the Inquisition, and to seek
the suppression of scientific heresies by penal laws. (a)]

We may, however, congratulate ourselves on other signs
of marked progress. Investigation has been demanded by
high authority and notably by the Spectator. It is now
admitted that in many of the alleged psychological phe-
nomena there is at least some truth that challenges
inquiry. This public call for scientific examination has
been already anticipated by the Society. At the close of
the last Session an experimental committee was appointed,
whose business it will be to examine with requisite experi-
ment and test all alleged psychological phenomena that may

(a) This paragraph is substituted, the Oxford Union having carried a
resolution to the effect that inquiry into a scientific question from which the
majority dissented should be put down by penal legislation,
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