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2 SESSIONAL ADDRESS.

viction that Psychology is a science as real and sub-
stantial as Physiology or Biology; that it is not, as its
oppounents aver, a vague and visionary pursuit, dealing only
with cobwebs of the brain, having no foundation in facts
and not to be proved by observation and experiment. We
had, all of us, the most confident conviction that Psy-
chology is as solid and real a Science as are any of the
Physical Sciences; that it is to be pursued by the same
processes and with equal reliance upon the results of investi-
gations into actual phenomena, instead of the metaphysical
abstractions and the delusive study of the inner consecious-
ness, by which its progress has been impeded hitherto.
We had, also, a profound conviction that Psychology had
been lately growing in the estimation of the public, who
were beginning to perceive its important bearings upon
the past, the present, and the future of the human race.
The fact was patent to all who mingled with educated
society that the uninguiring faith which had induced the
ulmost universal acceptance of the existence and im-
mortality of Sonl as an indisputable truth was being
widely disturbed by the doctrines of materialism, which
professed to show by scientific evidence that this faith
was mnot justified—that Soul was a dream or a dogma
merely. There had long been plainly visible to all
who looked behind the scenes of society a painful
disturbance of mind that induced among the thought-
ful an anxious desire to find some gleam of hope
somewhere, some path that might conduct to a
determination of the painful doubts that oppressed
them, Psychology opened to them this prospect. Psy-
chology recognises at least the possibility of some
mechanism of Man other than the material structure, and it
proposes for its mission to inquire if there be wn fact any
such non-corporeal being, and, if it be, what are its nature
and characteristics? This is the cause of the vastly increased
interest in this once neglected science that has shown itself
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10 SESSIONAL ADDRESS.

men, and which have been by them reported and after-
wards printed and preserved for reference. If Psychology
is to make progress and to solve all or any of the mighty
problems of Life, Mind, and Soul, it can only be by
gathering together a multitude of facts, where they can be
readily found by the philosopher and the student and
whence they may be cited with some show of auathority,
to this extent at least, that they have not been accepted
without precaution of inquiry into their sources. Already
many interesting cases have been communicated to the
Society and many more are promised. We invite them
from all quarters, as well from those who are not members,
as from our members. We stipulate only that they shall
be vouched to us, by the person who sends them, as being
trustworthy. Names are not required if there be an
objection to their publication. As in Medical Reports,
initials will suffice, provided that we receive a name and
address from the communicant, whose voucher we may
venture to accept. The proposed plan is to publish such
cases, without note or comment, for common use as faects
upon which scientific conclusions may be based here-
atter, when a large store has been collected and ample mate-
rial provided for judgment in this as in the other Sciences.
In the same treasury of facts and phenomena will also be
gathered gradually the many other reported psychological
facts and phenomena that are scattered so profusely in medical
and other publications, but which are now practically worth-
less because they cannot be found by the Psychologist when
wanted for his researches. This Psychological Record will
be commenced as soon as our funds permit and 1t will be
issued from time to time as materials are provided. We
shall thus be enabled to perform the first and most im-
portant of the uses of a scientific society, by inducing
communication by observers of important facts which,
without some such centre for intelligence, would have been
allowed to pass unrecorded.
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