On some of the phenomena of sleep and dream : read at the meeting of the
Psychological Society of Great Britain, May 12, 1875 / by Mr. Serjeant Cox.

Contributors

Cox, Edward W. 1809-1879.
Royal College of Surgeons of England

Publication/Creation
[London] : [Longman], [1875]

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/wjgxmrzf

Provider

Royal College of Surgeons

License and attribution

This material has been provided by This material has been provided by The
Royal College of Surgeons of England. The original may be consulted at The
Royal College of Surgeons of England. where the originals may be consulted.
This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/








































14 ON SOME OF THE PHENOMENA

as 1t is with the novelist or the dramatist. Reflect
what the dreamer does! For every dream that has con-
tinuity his mind invents a story, often complicated and
ingenious. The actors in that story are as frequently crea-
ticns of the faney as revivals of the memories of the dead
or representations of the living. But perhaps the most
marvellous feature of this strange psychical performance is
the dialogue. Hach personage in the dream plays his own
part perfectly. He converses freely and in strict keeping
with his character, and often the dialogue, as in the acted
Plil..j', or in the drama of real life, is maintained by half—a-
dozen speakers !

~ What a wonderful process thisis! And yet the dreaming
mind does it alll That mind constructs a story, invents

e W .

char a.cters and i 1mp1 DFIEEE a lunﬂ*dramatmacaue, n whmh the
pecu.l“l.ar to the intelligent and educated mind. Itis performed
also by the most stupid and illiterate. It is strictly true, that
every plonghboy is every night at once a novelist and a
dramatist, and this, too, of no mean capacity. To me there
is nothing in all the strange phenameua of dream so strange
as this, or the study of which promises to throw so much
light upon the mental faculties and the manner of their

~ But although the mind is the inventor of this acted
drama, it is wholly unconscious that the drama it is creating
is an invention of its own. That which itself has created
it believes implicitly to be an objective reality. It is
satisfied that it sees those places and hears those persons,
amil. tha.t. the apeeches thut fall fmm trhelr lips are theu-

itself is contemplating.
Is not this a second proof offered by the phenomena of

dream, that the brain that acts and the Conscious Self that
[62]
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