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with the Rev. Mr. Reisner’s “estimate” of 44 per cent. and Mr,
Reid’s “estimate” of nearly 17 per cent. for the United Kingdom,
The specific figure of about 66,000 deaths arrived at by Mr,
Phelps rests on the solid basis of awerages of the percentage
estimates of the distinguished Medical Directors of three Ameri-
can insurance companies, namely, Dr. Brandreth Symonds, of
the Mutual Life Insurance Company of New York; Dr. Eugene
L. Fisk, of the Postal Life Insurance Cl}mj}any; and Dr. Wil-
liam L. Gahagan, of the United States Casualty Company, all
of whom have long given especial attention to the relation of
alcohol and insurance risks. These authorities having inde-
pendently named the percentages of male deaths at adult ages
in each of 106 causes of death in which alcohol directly or in-
directly figures in their respective opinions, on the aberage
of these estimates the number of male deaths in which alcohol
presumably figures is computed, and with this figure as a basis
the probable alcoholic mortality of the entire country is worked
out by a series of carefully-explained statistical processes.
Every step of the calculation is open to the sharpest analysis,
and at least a starting-point for serious, scientific, discussion
of the far-reaching subject has been established.

For twenty years Mr, Phelps has edited one of the leading
insurance magazines of this country, “The American Under-
writer,” has compiled and published many statistical works on
insurance and other topics, and is a Fellow of the Royal Statis-
tical Society of London, and a member of the American Statis-
tical Association and many other scientific societies of this

country. At the invitation of the President of Section IX—°

Demography, of the Fifteenth International Congress on Hy-
giene and Demography, held at Washington, D. C., in Septem-
ber, 1912, Mr. Phelps prepared and presented at the Joint Ses-
sion of Sections IV and IX (Hygiene of Occupations, and
Demography) a paper on “The Mortality from Alcohol in the
United States—The Results of a Recent Investigation of the
Contributory Relation of Alcohol with Each of the Assigned
Causes of Adult Mortality.,” This paper and the accompanying
tables are published in the voluminous Transactions of the
Congress, and the pioneer work on “The Mortality of Alcohol”
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