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SECOND-SIGHT ; OR, DEUTEROSCOPIA.

BY W. A. F. BROWHE, E=0Q.,

i - . e ip
richton Institution, Dumfries ; recently Medical Commissioner
Psychological Consultant, C R S 3

“T never could advance my curiosity to convietion, but came away at last only
willing to believe."—Johnson's Tour fo the Hebrides, p. 347.

Secoxp-sigaT must not be confounded with the_vision§, vatici-
nations, spiritual apparitions, omens, or auguries which have
in all places and periods extorted belief from the sage, the
simple, the savage. Deuteroscopia may lmvelaf cn:mna,te_nrlgm
with these, but admits of the sp&mal'deﬁmt_mn ?f ben;ng an
involuntary affeetion, a supersensuous impression, involving a
portent which does not inspire fear or foreknowledge in the seer,
who has not, generally, any personal interest in the coming
event. It is likewise susceptible of the characteristic deserip-
tion that it is more prevalent in Northern regions, though
observed universally ; that death or disaster is generally fore-
shadowed by funereal processions, by corpses so placed as to be
connected with the coffin, the cerement, or the cemetery, by
shronds generally concealing the features of the doomed
wearer, and the position of which on the body indicates the
proximate or remote time of death, and by the facts that the
visitation is intimated to those around previous to the fulfilment
of the portent, and that real objects are mingled with, or seen
beyond, those which are accepted, or recognised, as supernatural,
and so on.

It has been customary to identify this mental condition
(superstition or delusion is the more popular solution) with the
transitory insanity of the Laps, the extatices of the Samoiedes
and Ostiaks; indeed, Brierre de Boismont * attributes this
group of phenomena to an Arctic climate and cold. Yet Hib-
bertt gives no positive confirmation of this supposition. The
localisation in this country has been limited to the Highlands
and Islands, and to the Celtic race, even to Skye and the vexed
Hebrides, where the burst-boom of the mighty Atlantic echoes
and exp:ends *itself! amongst the gigantic cliffs which wall in
the semi-sterile hills, or morasses; where the shepherd, his
flocks—mayhap the hardy deer—secure drowsil

: ; y and slowly
4 scanty nourishment ; where mists, and exhalations,

: sh , and long-
continued. twilight favour visual deceptions; and where a
people that have passed recently and rapidly from Paganism

* Des Hallwcinations, 1845, p. 262,
Y Philosophy of Apparitions,
} Note 16, Sir Walter Scott's Lord aof the Isle
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‘most different and dissimilar kind—-from the sound of a saw
employed in the construetion of a coffin, ﬂrithe SIght‘ t{f a corpse
or a shroud pointing out the spot on which the vision was to
be realised, to the most minute accidents and details of a
shipwreck—to the solemn pomp and pageantry of a funeral
procession, in which the features and dress of many of the
attendants, the texture of the mortcloth, even the name, age,
&e. of the deceased, not always known to the seer, were
recognised. The import of such intimations was invariably
lugubrious, and shadowing forth misfortune or misadventure
of some kind. Prescience of the precise evil impending was
not always accorded to the observer, who, however, generally
announced its approach, its formidable or fatal character, and
the person or persons involved. The appearances were visible
at noonday as well as at midnight ; were seen by many or few,
but generally by one seer; assumed the form, aspect, and
actual condition and relations of surrounding objects, or were
associated with abnormal phenomena—such as seeing and recog-
nising a second and more distant series of objects, houses,
animals, &e., previously known to exist through and beyond
the supposed spectral illusions. This diaphanous character of
the vision, which permits of two distinet impressions passing
each other, or being present consentaneously on the retina or
in consciousness, is not so frequent as the more inexplicable
anomaly of the phantasm or imaginary picture obstructing the
view of a real known familiar scene ; nor is it peculiar to this
locality or its inhabitants, as Miiller * refers ¢ the seeing the
images of external objects through the phantasms as through
a veil” to all Northern visionaries. The concealment of the
thorax and lower limbs of a skeleton, who haunted and hunted
to death an unfortunate vietim, by the body of the physician
while the skull peered over his shoulder, when attempting,
experimentally, to lay the ghost, is a frightful instance of this
peculiarity, Abercrombiet mentions a gentleman who was
accustomed to amuse himself by gazing at the furniture seen
through an apparition by which he was repeatedly visited.
Martin's long catalogue is swelled and disfigured by numerous
incongruities, inconsistencies, redundancies. The latter com-
preh_end dreams, previsions, prophecies, prodigies, which cannot
possibly be placed under the category of Second-sight, as
they include specimens of almost all spiritual agencies apr,ead
over the whole range of history, from the Siege of Jerusalem
and the age of St. Polycarp to the author’s own day. Yet,

* Muller's Physinlogy of the Senses, p. 1393,
t Inguiries Concerning the Intellectual Powers and the Investigation of Truth,
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viewed superficially, calculated to dissip’ate t]:e glamuur or

roseate romance shed by Sir Walter Scott’s genius like a sunset
glory over the traditions, social condition, ?ungue, modes of
thinking and feeling of the Celtic race. In his long and clever
disquisition upon Second-sight, based, to a certain extent, upon
Martin's observations, Dr. Macculloch employs the weapons of
scornful satire and scepticism, and, even where reasoning is
resorted to, the basis is rather that of humour than of logie.

He first uses the universal solvent of disputing the occurrence

of every supernatural impression, whensoever or whez:esnever
such may have been recorded; but, suspecting that this aqua
regia may be rejected, as inapplicable to many of the moral.
difficulties presented, he condescends to enumerate a long series
of secondary explanations, which are true within a certain, but
only a certain range.

Among these causes, the operation of which cannot be
conceived to be limited to the Highlands, are dreams, delirium,
hypochondriasis, lazy indolent rumination, shepherd life, super-
stition, remnants of their ancient creeds, and starvation. By a
singular inappreciation of the difference and irreconcilability
of the antecedents and positions of the seers, he cites the
miraculous temptations of St. Anthony and the enthusiastic en-
durance of St. Simon Stylites as illustrative of the Taisch of
Hebridean carle or cobbler. In his wide survey and exposure
of supposed spectral appearances, Dr. Macculloch admits that
Second-sight is not more preposterous or incredible than many
convictions that have been admitted and cherished by kings,
mathematicians, divines, even sceptics— by those of high intel-
ligence and pure life ; but he scouts, and Justifiably scouts, the
theory that what many or the majority of men believe must
necessarily be true. But this is not logically the point at issue.
The proposition which he was called upon to determine was, can
it, be that a faculty or feeling to believe in the marvellous, and
to receive impressions which are not communicated by the
external senses, be given merely to deceive, to plunge in error
and fear, and to disturb the ordinary manifestations of mind
. Without benefit or purpose?

A more formidable because scientific eritic and commenta-
tor on such relations was found in Sir David Brewster, in his
G Natpral Mag_ic,” 1838. His principle is, that the pictures
rga:chmg consclousness may be so distorted by the physical con-
dition of the organ of sight, and may be so influenced by
certain optical laws, or deviations from such laws, as to suggest;
or represent the phenomena regarded as supernatural or spiritual,
ill':ehf};uﬂaﬁﬂ_ﬂ}' » avowedly written for the purpose of demonstratin

cies and delusions which may arise from accidental or
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supernatural effects have been actually produced by the causes
deseribed. He however asserts, as an event coming within his
own knowledge, that a figure dressed in black, and mounted on a
white horse, proved to be, from the state of the atmosphere, &e.,
a figure in white upon a black horse. An actual spectre in dark
habit, on a white horse, is assertedto have saved a clergyman
from murder, but there is no evidence of any substratum,
or plane for reflection.* Like other philosophers of this
school, Sir David Brewster naturally and inevitably holds that
the retina is the seat of the supernatural, and that the
images from without and the spectral illusions from withir
equally impinge thereon, differing only in the degree of
vividness. Postponing any examination of such a theory, and
taking each of the sources of fallacy deseribed individually, or
taking the whole together, there would be required as great an
amount of credulity to accept them as explanatory of spectral
illusions as is required to place implicit faith in apparitions,
Second-sight, &e., such as it is the aim of physieists to account
for. 'We are inclined to echo the opinion of Miiller: “The
spectral phenomena, or visions, are not more extraordinary than
the ordinary function of sight.” How, for instance, could any or
all of the deviations from natural and direct vision, whether refer-
able to ocular or atmospheric phenomena, even if dread or
disturbing emotions were superadded, produce or elucidate any
of the visions, and above all the culminating apparition in
Mrs A’s case, upon which Sir David Brewster builds so
much—where a carriage-and-four is seen by her, when seated
in her drawing-room, Ariving up the avenue to the porch
of her house, in bright daylight, which was occupied by skeletons,
the postilion himself being a skeleton? It suggests a smile
and a suspicion, when the same writer, obviously distrustful of
his previous premisses, declares that the cause of the spectres of
Nlﬂ?la‘i, Mrs. A., &e., was “ deranged action of the stomach.”
Indigestion, in common with every form of disease, undoubtedly
influences all mental operations, and the manner in which the
communications from the external senses are received by the
mind. Health, however, is a mere abstraction, and, although
ntelligible under the words mens sana in corpore sano, i
s : s 15,
perhaps, never positively possessed by any individual. The
cradle may be denominated a miniature or potential coffin, as
in the tiny body which it contains begins at once a succession
of transformations and changes, developments, diseases, in
preparation for death, all of which are accompanied by Ghﬂf’l‘&ﬂ#
teristic phases of instinet, ideation, and passion. But it is not

* Bourchier, see p. 186,
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7, prejudice in limitation of evidence ; 8, amplification of simple
into romantic fiction; 9, popular opinion; 10, fear, as uni.:le.r
Obi curse; 11, unquestioning faith in external power; 12'3 actlon
of mind on body. While most thinkers‘ would experience as
much difficulty in discovering a physiological law explanatory
of the removal of the tumour, by mere reliance on the px:edmtmn
of Sir J. Paget that it would be removed, as in believing that
the removal was the result of Divine interference, and while it
may be readily conceded that the intellectual defects and
emotional disturbances do elucidate or fully explain many of
those impressions which are vulgarly regarded as supernatural,
it becomes imperative to inquire as to the causation of such
impressions when received by the impassive, the indifferent, the
doubting, the disbelieving—when there is no prepossession, no
expectancy, no faith, no fear, no influence of prejudice, popular
opinion, and no corporeal excitement or malady. By such a
process any body of facts might be so disintegrated and dissi-
pated as to render an actual witness doubtful as to the evidence
of his own senses, and to place any secondhand relation under
the same category that the existence of Napoleon I. was
rendered by the destructive analysis of Archbishop Whately.
There are, however, affections of the nervous system which
it has been conceived may be assimilated to the state of
Deuteroscopia, or to be reducible to the same psychical elements.
Socrates is reported to have stood immovably in front of the
army in which he served for twenty-four hours, gazing fixedly
forward, perhaps into futurity, and perhaps in concert with his
familiar spirit, “as if his soul were absent from his body.”
George Foxe, the heresiarch, lay for fourteen days mute,
motionless as if dead, but his sleep was full of divine visions
of beauty and glory.” Engelbrecht, previously subject to
sensorial illusions, and after protracted fasting, revivalism,
and forebodings, became partially unconscious, receiving
occasional intimations from without, while transported to the
spiritual world as a participant in things unspeakable, while he
remained for twelve hours with rigid and insensible limbs, and
as if vision and life were extinet, Closely allied to these states
are death-trance, trance-coma, trance-sleep, somnambulic trance,
whether natural or artificial ; but these differ mainly and mate-
rially from Second-sight in the complication of the muscular
system, in the suspension or perversion of the external senses, in
the acts of conseiousness being v_i.sinns, but not previsions, and in
the 1'&1.?&1&1}10:113 COTSI stmgof imaginings, notof surrounding objects.
The perversion, conversion, or transference of sensibility has been
prineipally marked in somnambulism, where difficult and dan-
gerous acts have heen performed with the eyelids closed, where
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the former entrance a tall emaciated youth, clothed in
summer costume, while they were wrapped in their winter furs,
and who cast a melancholy glance on his companion, as he seemed
to enter the inner room. The latter, having his attention
directed to the figure, horror-stricken exclaimed, s Why, good
God, that's my brother!” There was no brother in the body
there. Willing to regard the appearance as a practical joke,
silence was at first observed, but the anxiety and misery of the
sufferer revealed the cause to his brother-officers long before
any explanation could be obtained. That at last arrived from
England in the announcement that Wynyard’s favourite brother
had died, making an allowance for the difference of latitude,
at the precise moment when he was supposed to be seen at
Cape Breton. Both officers until their death believed that they
had really seen this apparition. _

2. Captain Wheateroft, an officer in the Inniskilling
Dragoons, having exchanged into the Carabineers, was present,
and was gazetted as having perished, at the siege of Lucknow,
on the 15th November, 1857. His wife, who remained with
her mother in Cambridge, on the night of the 14th November,
saw, first in dream, and then apparently standing by her bed-
side, her husband, wearing his regimentals, agitated, pain-
stricken, but not blood-stained. The image remained sufficiently
long that she noted particulars, such as the whiteness of his
shirt, &e. So convinced was the lady of the reality of this
interview, that she disclosed her secret to her mother, and de-
ported herself as a widow. Delay and difficulty occurred in re-
conciling the discrepancy which existed between the official
report in the War Office and the conviction of Mys. YWostbut
ultimately, six months afterwards, it was placed beyond a doubt
that Captain W. fell in a charge on the 14th. A painful
blunder was thus corrected by an apparition, whether seen by the
material or the mental eye.

3. Mr. John Williams, of Scorrier House, a man of pro-
perty, probity, and practical talent, sees in the lobby of the
House of Commons (where he never had been), on the 12th of
May, 1812, a man with the precise lineaments and hahitual
dress of the Prime Minister, Mr. Perceval (whom he had never
seen ), and another man dressed in a brown coat and vellow
basket-buttons, being the dress of Mr. J. Bellingham ; the
latter drawing a pistol from under his coat, and disﬂuharging it
at the former, who instantly fell, bleeding from a wound in the
left breast. He was then told that the vietim was Mr.
I’_ernevul'. This d;eu,m, or spectral drama, passed thrice before
him during one night, twenty-four hours after the murder had
gzinc;z:ctfg?;ted, and was described to his wifa‘, and to a numer-

acquaintance, long before mtelligence of the cir-
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found the house closed and in darkness throughout ; but the frnn_t
door yielding to his knocking, or spontaneously, he groped his
way to his father’s accustomed room, and there saw, by a dim
light, both his parents and four sisters. His father waved off
his embrace, he kneels before his ]?mf:her as if in one {Ilf: the
sportive games of childhood, while his sisters whisper inaudibly;
but the act reveals to him that his parent is a skeleton, and
that the whole spectacle is a shadow of past misfortunes and
death, At the crisis, impelled by terror, he escaped ; but return-
ing, to realise the whole truth, and to inter the remains of his
family, he found only a female hand wearing a_guldeu brace-
let on the floor of the apartment where the apparition appeared.
The same group of spectres again appeared to him two months
previously, announcing that his death would take place on the
very day and hour when he was addressing the King. The
parrative has been purposely denuded of all appalling and
melodramatic features, but when it was concluded, the King
held the hand of a corpse !

On the other hand, had it been desirable to widen the illus-
tration by an immense accumulation of instances, the Catena
constructed by Glanvil* (1726), or by Howittf (1863 ), would have
been reproduced. The latter, in addition to a long catalogue
of special examples, declares his opinion that the belief in such
is universal, that every family could afford testimony of the
same kind, and that one member of the Cambridge Ghost Club
had collected 2,000 of a similar kind. Mr. Howitt’s instances
range from the knockings, sawings, rappings in the house of
John Wesley,and similar unexplained and inexplicable sounds and
signs, to the perfect personification and significant warnings
of recogmised individuals.

II. The second order is where the spectre or semblance of a
deceased individual appears to a living and indifferent indivi-
dual in order to prediet the death of a third party. Of this
division it is only necessary to adduce the statement that the
apparition of the father of Villiers, Duke of Buckingham, stood
by the bedside of Mr. Twose, in Windsor Castle, who had been
in the household, and knew all the members of the family ;
and, through his instrumentality, thrice premonished his son,
that unless he ingratiated himself with the people, by changing
]_Jls measures, he must die, strengthening his counsel by disclos-
ing two secrets known only to the parties principally concerned.
The revelation was conveyed to the Duke, and believed in by
his mother; but although he admitted its truth, and the

* Evidence Concerning Witches and Apparitions, by Joseph Glanvil, 1726
t History of the Supernatural, by William Howiti {EEE.?E. PP '12;31460. .
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bear upon the essential characteristics has been excised ; but,
after this privative freatment, there remained the res.ldua Pf
a vision and a portent. The former has never before emstmﬂi in
consciousness; the latter possesses properties and meanings
interpreted only by subsequent events.  The former depends,
generally, upon the evidence of one or more Ppersons; the
verification is substantiated by many. The second series are
given as orthodox cases of Deuteroscopia, on the testimony of
persons, many of whom are still alive, creditable aqd not
credulons. But there are exceptions or modifications in the
operation of this power, as where the seer beholds his duplicate
self. Such seems to be the invariable form of the augury in
St. Kilda, though many instances have been known elsewhere.
The shadow-figure corresponds with the original in shape, size,
garb, moves at a certain distance as he moves, simulates every
movement, and, should he vary any article of apparel, whether
a straw rope round the leg or a plaid, presents its counterpart.
“ Thirty of the inhabitants,” records Martin, “being on the
Island of Soa, espied the body of a man with a grey coat and
plaid floating on the sea on his belly, with a sea-mew pecking
at his neck, which, after being seen for a quarter of an hour,
disappeared. Shortly after one of the spectators was drowned
in the sea, and his death resembled in all things the foregoing
vision, even to the presence of the sea-mew.”* The connec-
tion of two natures of a double self, this replica of personal
identity, is supposed to have analogues in various states,
normal or abmormal, delineated by philosophers, physicians,
and poets. Such are the phenomena of the Transmigration of
Souls—as the change of a man into a wolf, or a wolf into a man 1
—of double or alternate consciousness, of antagonistic volitions ;
of the dual cerebral action advocated by Dr. Wigan, of the
contradictions in human character, as where profligacy
18 combined with piety, science with superstition, as in
Swedenborg, suggesting the coexistence of two personalities,
Even a grave and reverend author, carrying such speculations
beyond the confines of secular experience, has advocated, in
support of the doctrine of Immortality, that there is a spiritual
as well as a flesh-and-blood body ; that these are generally con-
joined, but may be separated during our physical life ; and has
written ing?niﬂusljr, both in prose and verse, in support of this
%ﬂgma, for into such a rank he would fain elevate his thesis.}

ven savages are c:c_m.]eatured to cherish similar notions, and
the Chinoos§ are said to conceal their names, in case their

* Miscellanea Seotica : Martin's Narrative of a Visit to St. Kilda, vol. ii. p. 68.

t Traditions, Superstitions, and Folk-Lore. by i

: i : y by Charles Hardwick (1872) p. 232.
} Light Leading unto Light, by J. C, Earle, B.A. : London, 13'{.:':? -
§ Bancroft, vol. i, p. 244,
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of the past or foreshadowing of the future. But these reflections,
or restorations of external impressions on the mirror of con-
sciousness, differed in several respects from the phenomena
treated of here. The imagination to which such forms became
present and palpable had been prepared by penance and prayer,
rapture or ecstasy and expectation, for their reception. They
followed or emanated from acts of desire and emotion, if not of
volition. They were copies, images of the paintings and statues
of Deity and Divine personages, and of holy and heavenly scenes,
which glowed from the walls and the altars by which the
enthusiast, perhaps the ecstatic, was surrounded. They were
not necessarily prophetic; they were personal, and did not
involve the death, or fate, or fortunes of other and indifferent
persons. They were supersensuous, and although embracing
death, judgment, and eternity, did not condeseend to the trivial.
transient, and corhnmonplace events of vulgar and ordinary life.

~ (iv.) Dr. Abercrombie attributes such experiences to the
reminiscences of a forgotten dream.

(v.) Professor Laycock refers such conditions to exaltation of
the sensibility—Morel to abolition of the sensibility, but both
hold them to be signs of disease.*

(vi.) Another solution is found in an actual impression on the
retina, coming from within, through the reproduction of former
impressions from without, but actually seen by seers—in other
words, a picture interiorly impressed upon consciousness is
recalled by memory, and repainted or impressed anew upon the
retina. This hypothesis is supposed to explain the experience
of certain seers, who have believed that they saw and recognised
the real and familiar objects in the surrounding scene, through
the funeral procession, or whatever phantasmata might be pre-
sent, these known and substantial objects forming the distance
or background of the whole picture. Two impressions were
thus conceived to cross or pass each other, or to mingle together
at some point in the eye, and at some stage in the process of
vision. This is Sir David Brewster’s theory, but (a) even he was
struck by the difficulty in con ceiving that two impressions, from
"i"i"lt-hl!] and from without, could coexist, or that the same nérvnus
fibre could at the same time convey images to and from the
brain ; (b) he ignored the sad truth that in 30,000 blind people
in Great Britain, in whom the retina has been destroyed %J
glaucoma, &e., many continue to see visions or pictures of thﬂ
external world a,m:} (¢) he omits to explain in what manner
memory could conjure up faces, figures, objects never seen

* Laycock's Ner

volabn ae Diseases of Women, p. 389.—Morel's Ktudes Clinigues,
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(vil.) That it is a result of a peculiar power or property,
possessed by a certain number of individuals, in virtue either
of their mental constitution, or of the adaptation of the
mechanism of vision, or of both, by which impressions treasured
in memory can be projected upon walls or surrounding objects,
as formerly distinguished, forming perfect pictures, and seen
distinetly in this locality, even in darkness, by the external eye.
Ruskin attests the exquisite fidelity with which a painter of
Cologne transferred from mental images to canvassa large altar-
piece, which had been taken away by the French Army. But
there is more in such a process than mere acts of recollection.
These productions were creations or new combinations of im-
pressions previously received. Goethe is quoted as stating, in
his tract, * Zur Morphologie und Wissenschaft,” ¢ When I closed
my eyes and depressed my head, I could cause the images of a
flower to appear in the middle of the field of vision; this
flower did not for a moment retain its first form, but unfolded
itself, and developed from its interior new flowers, formed of
coloured or sometimes green leaves. These were not natural
flowers, but of fantastic forms, although symmetrical as the
rosettes of sculptors. I was unable to fix any one form.” * Others
have possessed this ideal painting power.

(viii,) It may be the result of a partially-developed sixth
sense, such as is supposed to guide migratory uncivilised races,
birds, certain animals (dogs, cats) in reaching home by routes
which they have never previously followed, or by the exaltation
of certain instincts already known to exist in other animals
(such as ants, bees), or by the compensatory strength and scope
displayed by the unimpaired senses in the blind, deaf, &e.

Lastly, that Second-sight is the creation, the innate outcome,
of a certain feeling or faculty implanted, though in different
degrees, in all men, resembling the elevation or discoveries in
imagination, giving the belief in the supernatural, giving the
perception of certain objects, conditions, and relations among
the surroundings of human beings, not cognisable to the external
senses, and which may, or may not, require for its active opera-
tion excitement, physical or psychical, but which must be
regarded as normal. Theologiansas well as psychologists have
admitted a sense of the marvellous and the supernatural, which
transcends the ordinary operations of mind, and which is not
less reducible to the elements furnished by sensible impressions,
than veneration, pride, pity, and which transcends, but is con-
generie with, the supersensuous states ; where the telescopic
or microscopic range of vision is vastly increased, as naturally,
or in somnambulism ; where exaltation of memory takes place

* Miiller's Physiology of the Senses, translated by W. Bailey (London, 1848),"
p. 1396. .
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