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Goodhart: Atypical Children.

The atypical neurotic type must be distinguished
from the more self controlled child, the one who
has himself well in hand ; has especially vivid imagi-
nation, but of a highly constructive type, with a
mild—not constant—tendency to day dreaming, a
fondness for solitude and reflection; extremely
sensitive; apparently timid. This child requires
great delicacy in handling. He is liable, under un-
suitable environment, and especially under suppres-
sion of his innate qualities, to develop into the truly
neurotic.

It has always seemed to me that our routine
pedagogical schemes were entirely unsuited to the
education of the atypical child. In practical school
work, he is found to be frequently deficient, but
usually shows some special aptitude. I believe that
in many instances this aptitude should be further
developed, special attention being given to its fos-
tering. It is in some instances absolutely impos-
sible to educate these children according to the cur-
riculum of our regular school system; an effort to
do so often places them in the category of the seri-
ously deficient, rapidly depleting their energy in
fruitless effort, and bringing about an internal con-
flict due to their own rebellion against what is to
them most difficult and distasteful. The brilliancy,
along certain lines, of some of these children war-
rants devoting more time to their special qualifica-
tions.

The suggestibility of these neurotic, high strung
children of unstable affective organization invites
regression in later life and demands great care in
not allowing their emotions to become unduly
awakened. Let us not forget that the basic radical
of the true juvenile psychosis is an internal strife
—an inadequacy in the reasoning faculties and
judgment; that of psychasthenia, extreme emo-
tionalism; of the neurasthenic, rapid fatigue. I
have found by psychoanalysis that later in life mor-
bid fears not infrequently find their inception in
sad experiences associated with a high degree of
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methods of reeducation for the complex, unstable
mind show the remarkable influence of subcon-
scious activity. In evolution the subconscious
mind antedates the objective—the truly conscious,
or organic mind of man—by eons of time, The
subjective mind in animals seems to be identical in
its operation to the subconscious mind of man. It
is transmitted from one to another in both animals
and in man, and it would seem that many of the
obscure problems of inheritance are to be account-
ed for by this means of transmission. In man, su-
perimposed upon the intuition, induction, and emo-
tions of the subconscious, is reason.

As has been said: “Knowledge is acquired first
as an inheritance and secondly by education, or
training of our conscious mind which exerts an
influence over our subconscious mind and inherited
powers.” I would emphasize the great importance
of mental material accompanied by strong emotion-
al complex which has been acquired and relegated
to the subconscious in early life. Psychoanalysis
has shown us how strong is the working of the
subconscious in its influence upon the development
of character and deportment.

Unfortunately, as our methods improve for the
betterment of those afflicted with nervous diseases,
as well as with other hereditary diseases, such as
tuberculosis, etc., so, too, the total hereditary in-
fluence is increased, since the afflicted ones survive
longer and in larger numbers. “The vicious seed,”
as Dr. Charles Dennison, speaking of tuberculosis,
has so ably said, “is not destroyed, but preserved
to be again mixed with the good.” The lay con-
science must be awakened by the dissemination of
knowledge on certain subjects. Particularly, the
young man must know what syphilis means; how
easily it is acquired; how frightful are its results.
He must realize that its consequences are delayed
sometimes beyond one or more generations.

I have no sympathy with the man who says syph-
ilis is curable. No one knows whether in any par-
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